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Fall 2021
COURSE:

PM 3170 Criminal Law

TIME & LOCATION:

Web Online Fall 2021

INSTRUCTOR:

Dr. Chinyere Ogbonna-McGruder

Aug 23-De 10

OFFICE HOURS:
11am -3.30 pm weekdays via appointment via phone
consult or Zoom for Fall 2021 Cell phone 615 806 1665
E-Mail: ogbonnac@apsu.edu
REQUIRED TEXT:

Criminal Law by Joel Samaha Mindtap edition

COURSE DESCRIPTION:
This undergraduate course is designed to provide the student with an
understanding and overview of criminal law as as applicable within United States
Democracy. Students are introduced to the constitutional foundations of
Criminal Law and the carriage of Criminal law within the United States. Cases
would be utilized to elucidate the concepts and students are encouraged to
critically examine and analyze the constitutional questions, facts, outcome,
reasoning and the significance of major court and Supreme Court rulings that
have shaped the landscape of our basic criminal law.

My Teaching Philosophy: My teaching style tries to incorporate as
well as tie real world stories and events to what you research and
learn in this class. To that effect, for my online classes I am more of a
facilitator or guide that directs students and points them to research
that will help bolster their deep and factual understanding of the
concept. I do not feed students rote notes, but believe in a more
integrative process similar to the Socrates methodology, where the
students are actually involved in researching and finding out concepts
and posting them for the discussion board. That I believe results in a
more in-depth and comprehensive understanding for the researched
concept by the student. As such this class, expects that students will
read the assigned work as well as research the assigned work and
then articulate in detail with examples in their own words, responses
to the discussion board questions. That is the thrust and format of this
class!! Dr. CoM

COURSE OBJECTIVES:
By the end of this course students should be familiar with what constitutes
Criminal Law, constitutional limits on criminal law, General Principles of criminal
liability, defenses to criminal Liability as well as what constitutes inchoate crimes
and murder and manslaughter. There will also be a focus on discussions
pertaining to substantive issues relating to criminal law. Students will be
expected to critically analyze and develop broader understanding of specific
Court cases pertaining to issues of criminal law.
GENERAL EDUCATION GOALS:
In addition to the objectives discussed above, the more general goals of this
course are to provide the student with the tools with which to develop his or her
own potential and abilities.
1.

This course will help to develop the student's analytical thinking
capabilities by applying theories and concepts to American state
and federal legal systems. Questions that beg for well reasoned
and analyzed answers will also be utilized.

2.

The student's literacy skills will be enhanced through assigned
readings, class discussions, and examinations.

3.

This course utilizes historical perspective to help students
understand the evolutionary development of Criminal Law within
the United States.

4.

This course should be useful in increasing the student's awareness
of the laws as well as rights and liberties granted by the constitution
and specific Supreme Court interpretations of these rights.

5.

This course will prepare the student for more advanced studies in
criminal justice, law and political science.

Student responsibilities:
Students are expected to read the chapters assigned for discussion (which are
posted on the discussion board) as well as research the concepts and make sure
to post for all discussion board as well as take the quizzes and texts. It is the
responsibility of the student to inform the professor if they don't understand the
chapter or concept such that it can be elaborated on. There will be no rote notes
for the class, students are expected to develop their deductive reasoning and
critical thinking skills by reading, researching concepts and being able to

articulate what they learnt from their reading and research via their detailed posts
on the discussion board. I will utilize scheduled Zoom meetings which students
are expected to attend, whereby I will go over some of the concepts, but I do not
believe in rote note taking and as such notes or power points are not utilized. The
class discussion board posts, quizzes and tests, will be based on the assumption
that the students read the assigned readings. Any student that might have a
condition that could affect his/her academic performance in this class is advised
to contact disability services at 931-221-6230.
.
Students may also meet with Ms. Nancy Gibson at the library if they need help
with finding referred articles for their research panel or project. Ms. Gibson’s
contact info: Phone: (931) 221-6166
Fax: (931) 221-7296
Email: gibsonn
Office: Library 217
There is no minimum technology requirements in this class, so long as a student
has access to a laptop. In the case that a student does not have a laptop, they
can use the APSU library for their outside research for their research including
the research for the panel and project research
Policy on Minors:
Minors (any non-student under the age of 18) accompanying staff, faculty or
visitors on campus are not permitted in the classroom.
Service Animals in the classroom:
Please consult Policy 3.007, Animals on Campus for appropriate situations
allowing service animals in the classroom.
Students with Disabilities: Austin Peay State University abides by Section 504 of
the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, which stipulates that no student shall be denied
the benefits of an education “solely by reason of a handicap.” Disabilities covered
by law include, but are not limited to, learning disabilities, hearing, sight, or
mobility impairments. If you have a documented disability that may have some
impact on your work in this class and for which you may require reasonable
accommodations, communicate with me or Office of Disabilities Services in
Morgan University Center 114 on the Clarksville Campus, 931-221-6230,
disabilityservices@apsu.edu, so that reasonable accommodations may be
arranged.
Schedule of Postings for the session
Note the below links are also in content and are provided for students as
resources. And do remember to contact the Office of Disability Services (listed
below) if you needed accommodations

D2L Student Help
The IT Help Desk: 931-221-HELP (for OneStop, email, or general computer
issues)
D2L Help: 931-221-6625 (available from 8 to 4:30 whenever the university is
open)
Student Counseling Services: 931-221-6162
Disability Services: 931-221-6230 or 931-221-6278 (TTY)
APSU Tutoring Services: 931-221-6550
TRiO SSS: Free academic assistance. Contact us for more information about
our program: 931-221-6142 (call), 931-368-TRIO (text),
or triosss@apsu.edu (e-mail)
TurnItIn
GRADING/EVALUATION SYSTEM
NOTE: I DO UTILIZE THE FA AND FN for grading purposes. FA when a
student fails the class because they failed to post one or more of the
required essay/exam for the class nor take any of the
tests/exams/quizzes/assignment if applicable by the deadline. This is very
important for the university records and for those in the military, note that
the military will not pay for an FA or FN, so it would behoove you, to attend
if you are in the class. Please do not ask me to change an FA or FN after
the fact that is after the class is over. Thanks

Grades will be determined by the 7 Mindtap chapter modules. Each
module comprises of short essay, critical thinking exercise and quiz.
Students will earn a total of 100 points for the class. The professor
expects that student submissions for the assignments will be the
student’s own. For general idea about the level of expectations for
applicable exam or essay see the Rubric utilized for grading the
discussion board posts. Follow that level of expectations. The
modules comprising of the assignments/quizzes \discussion essays,
will be worth a total of 100% of the student’s final. Assignments will
not be accepted after due date. Grades will be assigned as follows:
A=90%-100%; B=80%-89%; C=70%-79%; D=60%-69%; and F=59%
or below.
There will be no make-up assignment/quizzes etc. There might be
bonus points for zoom meeting attendance. Attendance is not
mandatory, but nonattendance will not garner the bonus points, which
is an extra point in addition to the 100% that can be earned by a
student.

SCHEDULE OF LECTURES, READINGS, AND ASSIGNMENTS:
The semester Schedule of assignments can be seen on mindtap
within the content section of D2L as well as the deadlines.
Semester or classes end Dec 10 2021.
Please note this clearly: Submissions after the stipulated
deadlines will not be accepted. Except with documented legal
note. So please do not email me, asking me to make an
exception for you, if you forgot to post or got too busy (that will
be preferential treatment). All the assignments are open to you
all from the first day of the session that is August 23. So that is
more than enough time to complete the assignments with
staggered deadlines, no excuses. Students are expected to do
their assignments early, within the generous staggered
deadlines provided. If a student is sick with covid for the whole
duration of a particular assignment, then the deadline for that
student will be extended for a day (after they confirm they are
capable of taking the module) with a legal note.
COVID-19 Syllabus Supplement – UPDATED AUGUST 10, 2021
In accordance with CDC guidelines for higher education, as of August 11,
2021, regardless vaccination status, masks are required in any of the
university’s indoor facilities except for private offices, individual study/practice
rooms, and residence hall rooms. Social distancing is not required. Vaccination
is strongly encouraged and readily available, including at APSU’s Boyd Health
Services. Contact them at (931) 221-7107.
If any student tests positive for COVID-19, or if an unvaccinated student is
exposed to someone who has tested positive, that student must submit the
COVID-19 Self-Reporting Form. Any student exhibiting symptoms of COVID19 should seek a test, must fill out the COVID-19 Self-Reporting Form, and
should not attend in-person classes while symptomatic. Visit the APSU
Coronavirus Dashboard webpage for more information.

GENERAL GRADING RUBRIC FOR DISCUSSION BOARDs & ESSAYS (when
applicable)
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