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PREFACE 

Ironically, forffler Governor A.V. Brown (1845-1847), as 

guest speaker at the Tennessee State Fair on Tuesday, October 

13, 1858 had closed his address with the following significant 

lines: 

Our union of lakes and union of lands, 
Our union of States none shall sever, 

Our union of hearts and union of handf, 
And tha Flag of our Union forever. 

But his inspired idealism was not impregnable, and within 

two years, four months, and two days, Fort Sumter was fired upon, 

and the war between the South and the North was propelled into 

a force of such devastation that the economy of the South would 

be stale-mated until the conclusion of the conflict years later. 

As early as 1849, when the State was approxi•ately half a 

century old, Governor James K. Polk, its eleventh governor, who 

perhaps significantly also became the eleventh president of the 

United States, had concluded in his message to the State Legis-

lature, that •ours is essentially an agricultural State. Nine-

teen-twentieths of her population are cultivators of the earth, 

and the protection of their interests therefore, at the same 

ti~e that the just rights of others shall not be impaired, should 

at all times be an object of paramount consideration.a 2 

1Lou1s o. Wallace, Editor, B, Century .!!f. Tennessee Agricul
l!:!.!:!!. (Nashville, Tennessee: Tennessee Department of Agriculture, 
1954), p. 211. 

2 .!e.!.g.,p. 11g. 
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"common" forms of tobacco were more often home-made than not. In 

the same manner it was difficult to determine the extent of to

bacco grown by each planter, but to estimate the tobacco handled 

by warehouses was comparatively simple. Thus the excise tax was 

levied on that tobacco which went through the factories also. Smok

ing and chewing products manufactured were the first so called 

"common" tobaccos highly taxed. Taxes fluctuated with the econo-

my of the nation, and the role of tobacco would again paly an im

portant part in the development of the nation.3 

During the war years, the Confederate Government discouraged 

tobacco growing, as it was hard pressed to feed its forces. All 

land which could be cultivated, it was felt, should be converted 

to the production of food crops. In addition, since the border 

states of the South were the chief tobacco growing regions, con

stant harassment by Federal troops made the cultivation of tobac

co and its harvesting a near physical impossibility. Tobacco cult

ivation dropped so sharply from the 123, □□o,ooo pounds in 1860 

that five years after the Civil War, production had only reached 

37, □□□,□00 pounds -- just slightly over 25% of its pre-war stage. 

Warehouses in Tennessee, as in Virginia and the other tobacco grow

ing states, became hospitals, prisons, and temporary quarters far 

the Yankee soldiers. 

3Robert K. Heimann, Tobacco fill!! Americans (New York: McGraw
Hill Book Company, Inc., 1960) p. 154-155. 
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-erty warehousemen. It is perhaps the understatement of the age 

to say European buyers, little aware of the dire conditions 

faced by the planters and warehousemen alike during the war, were 

astonished at the places they were cordially invited into to ex

amine the best the tobacconists had to offer. 

The amazing tenacity of Tennessee farmers is shown in the 

statistics which reveal 40,000 acres of tobacco were again under 

cultivation in 1866. The crop season is listed for main planting 

as May 15 to June 15, and the harvesting for August 15 to Septem

ber 15, in Tennessee tobacco-wise. Tennessee planters harvested 

40,000 acres of tobacco resulting in a total production of all 

types of tobacco of 28,720,000 pounds, an average of 718 pounds 

per acre 4 Montgomery County which had led all other counties 

in total production in 1850 by better than a million pounds --

5 3,454,745 pounds as opposed to the next county's 2,377,394 pounds--

resumed its position of leadership with a total production of 

nearly s, □□0,000 pounds. Tennessee, through tobacco alone, had 

stabilized its financial economy only one year after the Civil War6 

4Aqricultural Trends 1!!, Tennessee {Nashville, Tennessee: 

Department of Agriculture, 1958), p. 30. 

5~ Century .Qf. Tennessee Agriculture (Nashville, Tennessee: 
Department of Agriculture,1954), p.322. 

6Tobaccos £f_ ~ United States 1866 - 1945,United States 

Department of Agriculture (Washington, o.c.: Bureau of Agricultural 
Economics,1948), p. 80. 
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of the Clarksville and Paducah Packet Company, operating a line of 

steamers on the Cumberland. His association with the railroad be

gan as a clerk in the office of G.C. Breed, general freight agent 

of the Memphis, Clarksville and Louisville Railroad Company. In 

1878 he became the agent of the Evansville and Terre Haute Railroad 

at Clarksville. This was a strategic position affecting tobacco 

traffic both by rail and water. Mr. Whitfield led the war on the 

Louisville and Nashville Railroad an reduced rates for tobacco. 

Using his position with the steamboat connections to Evansville, 

Mr. Whitfield was instrumental in getting rates reduced about 

seventy-two cents per hundred to an average of thirty cents during 

the season. These low rates attracted large orders, reaching about 

twenty-six thousand hogsheads in 1878, one of the most successful 

seasons Clarksville had ever experienced. Tobacco came from every

where. Agents of the Land N even hauled the golden weed from Hop

kinsville. The St. Louis and Southeastern Railroad consequently 

set rates in opposition to the Land Nin an effort to control the 

traffic out of Hopkinsville. Savings to the tobacco interests as 

a result of the price-war between the railroads is estimated to 

have reached a hundred thousand dollars. 

Two of the most prominent tobacconists of Clarksville were 

the Clark brothers already referred to in connection with the 

Elephant Warehouse which they purchased in 1884. Organized in 1855 

as tobacco brokers, Micajah and Lewis Clark were the sons of a 
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famous Virginia surgeon whose wife was the daughter of a prominent 

tobacco merchant of Richmond. Mr. Clark's familiarity with Rich

mond proved invaluable during the war years when he served as Pres

ident Jefferson Davis' chief and confidential clerk. Micajah Henry 

Clark married Elizabeth w. Kerr in 1861. Two children, Morris K. 

Clark and a daughter were born t □ the Clarks. The success Micajah 

and Lewis Clark met with as tobacco brokers in 1855 enabled them to 

establish the firm of Clark and Barker in 1858. Apparently the 

duties of the increased business became so pressing Micajah Clark 

found it necessary to resign his post as alderman on the city coun

cil. City council files record his resignation on November 15, 1859. 

In the war years Micajah Clark served his past as both soldier and 

statesman. He was a staff officer with the rank of Captain and 

served as Treasurer of the Confederacy under President Davis. The 

charming story is told of a visit of President Davis to the Clark 

home in Clarksville. Inadvertently Mr. Davis spilled wine upon the 

fine dinner cloth and requested same salt to remove the stain. Gra

ciously Micajah Clark responded "No. This cloth with this stain will 

d . "8 be one of our most treasure possessions. 

Following the war Mr. Barker decided to engage in tobacco 

planting and withdrew from the firm, whereupon Lewis Rogers Clark 

joined his brother as a partner. The Clark brothers handled an 

8c1arksville Sesguicentennial Historical~, 1784-1934 

(Clarksville Tennessee: Chamber of Commerce, 1934) p. 27. , 
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eleven "Old Virginia" presses. New innovations such as elevators, 

hand cars, and other appliances were the proud boast of the up

to-date company. Two and a half million pounds, an unprecedented 

amount of tobacco, were handled on its floors annually. The tobac

co handled here was nearly as much as in all the other Clarksville 

warehouses combined during the 180 1s. Tobacco from its doors went 

to Germany, England, Austria and Italy to say nothing of lesser 

countries. So extensive was the business conducted here that the 

staves and hoops required as cooperage alone constituted a sizeable 

business for the woodmen of Clarksville in itself. 

At the corner of Second and Commerce Street, opposite the 

Court House, stands another of the largest warehouses ever built 

in Clarksville. Built by Captain Frank P. Gracey in 1878, the 

Gracey fronted one hundred and twenty nine feet on Second Street 

and two hundred feet deep on Commerce Street. The building is one 

story high in the front and three stories in the rear, built on 

the accomodating slope toward the Cumberland. Constructed at a 

cost of twenty or twenty-five thousand dollars, the building had 

a storage capacity of two thousand, five hundred hogheads of 

tobacco. Several firms operated the house, until Smith and Anderson 

rented it from Captain Gracey in 1881. 

A native of Eddyville, Kentucky, Frank Patton Gracey came 

ta Clarksuille as a young man. He established his home in Clarks

ville in 1861 after disposing of his business in Eddyville. He 
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c.w. Bailey. The son of Dr. Bailey was responsible during the 

Twentieth Century for the wide publicity attracted to Clarksville 

by the program known as the "four Pillars of Income", which had 

such a wide-spread effect upon agricultural measures throughout 

the United Sates and other countries. Dr. Bailey owned the prop

erty upon which the Bailey Warehouse was built. Mr. Shelby con

ducted the business for a year by himself, and in 1882 was joined 

by Mr. William Rudolph. The Bailey Warehouse, still standing, is 

eighty by one hundred and fifty feet, and ha1stielter for about 

four hundred hogsheads, in addition ta its enclosed capacity. 

Isaac Shelby began his career in the tobacco trade with 

Mr. A.B. Harrison, in the Clarksville Warehouse at the corner of 

Commerce and Front Streets. He was connected with the Gracey 

Warehouse, after severing relations with the Clarksville Warehouse, 

until he ventured out on his own with the Bailey Warehouse. His 

years of experience proved highly beneficial in the conduct of his 

own enterprise. 

Mr. Shelby was ably assisted by Mr. Rudolph. The Rudolph 

name is one that has become most prominently identified with 

Clarksville tobacco, and today is identified with some of the 

outstanding companies in the business. Mr. William Rudolph learned 

much of the trade literally from the ground up. He purchased a 

hundred and six acre farm ~hen only twenty-two, which he managed 

so successfully that he soon enlarged his purchase to two hundred 
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son of Dr. Walter Harding Drane, who had prized the first hogshead 

of "strips" in Clarksville, this young man had also inherited the 

talent of the men in his family for finances. In addition to the 

experience Mr. Drane had gained as a young man upon the farm, he 

had served an apprenticeship in the Northern Bank so that he came 

to the firm doubly qualified to render superior service. Mr. w. J. 

Ely served as bookkeeper for the company, and the Tobacco Board of 

Trade in the capacity of treasurer. Mr. J.W. Hayes was superintend

ent of the "breaks", and J.R. Pearson, solicitor for the firm. 

The Central Warehouse so long operated by Mr. J.C. Rendrick, 

was organized under the firm of Kendrick and Runyon in 1891. In 

1895 Mr. hendrick was distinguished as having sold more hogsheads 

of tobacco in Clarksville than any man who had done a warehouse bus

iness in the city. Mr. c.o. Runyon was a buyer before he engaged in 

the warehouse business. Bath men were public spirited representatives 

of the community. Mr. Runyon served as a member of the Public School 

Board, and Mr. Kenarick in 1B95 was the president of the Tobacco 

Board of Trade. 

W.H. Rudoiph, formerly associated with Isaac Shelby, estab-

lished a firm with his nephew R.S. Rudolph on Commerce Street in 

a warehouse to which they gaoe the name "The Red River Warehousa" 

In 1894 the firm moved its quarters to the corner of Main and the 

·public Square. The warehouse at that location comprises two floors, 

one hundred by one hundred and four feet in area, well lighted, and 















39 

Agriculture which had been organized prior to the Civil War was 

reactivated largely through th~ influence of Mr. J.B. Killebrew. 

If any one individual of the final quarter of the nineteenth cent

ury were to be singled out for outstanding contribution to the 

future of Tennessee's economic development through agriculture, 

that honor would undoubtedly be bestowed upon the Honorable J.B. 

Killebrew, who served as secretary for the Tennessee Bureau of 

Agriculture under three governors-- Governor John c. Brown, Gov

ernorJames D. Porter, and Governor Alberts. Marks. For tobacco 

growers as well as tobacco handlers throughout the State, Mr. Kill

ebrew undertook an amount of exhaustive research into the best 

methods pertaining to any and all phases of tobacco planting, 

cultivation, and marketing. The results of his assiduous pursuit 

of the subject -- Resources of Tennessee; Tennessee, Tobacco,Min-

erals, Livestock;and Grasses .Qf. Tennessee are still considered 

among the most authoritative studies ever yet to have been com

piled for the benefit of the planter and tobacco handler alike.
26 

Colonel Joseph Buckner Killebrew, A.M. Ph.D. was one of 

the most outstanding citizens ever to have come out of Montgomery 

County. An outstanding scholar, Mr. Hillebrew practiced law in 

Clarksville after completing his college education at Chapel Hill, 

North Carolina. His interest in education led him to accept the 

responsibility of Commissioner, appointed by the Circuit ~curt, to 

organize a system of public schools far Montgomery County. His 

26Ibid., p. 215. 
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Clarksville was at the end of the century the third largest 

tobacco market in the United States and the largest export market, 

ranked first above all others. It exported more tobacco than all 

the other Western markets combined. The receipts and shipments then 

ranged from 3 □,□00 to 40,000 hogsheads annually, depending upon 

the character of the season, whether favorable or unfavorable in 

a particular season to the growth of the crop. The hogsheads at 

the time were not uniform in size and varied from 1,600 to 2,200 

pounds when packed. Total income to Clarksville fluctuated between 

$2,50□ ,ooo to $3,soqooo annually. The peculiar nature of tobacco 

thrives best after wheat and clover production, and in turn leaves 

the soil in good condition for these crops. Wheat and grain in 

turn provides fat for the stock, so that a cycle of beneficial 

crop rotation assures the farmers a profitable year. The cultiva-

tion of wheat and clover guarantee the production of rich and 

fatty tobacco of the desired dark and glossy color, with leaves of 

33 
twenty to twenty-eight inches in length. 

At the close of the century T.R. Hancock and Company, con-

ducted at the intersection of Main and River Street by T.R. Han

cock and R.C. Wilcox ;and the Union Warehouse Co. with A.v. Good

pasture,p~esident, W.R. browder, V.P., c.P. ~arfield, Supt., J.B. 

Allen, agent, and W.E. Ladd, bookkeeper, and Col. w.F. Young, auc-

tioneer; and the H.M. Dunlop factory rounded out the best known 

33Ibid. p. 34. -
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