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ABSTRACT 

The chec kered career of William Walker has long 

been a subject of controversy . Various historians have 

shown him as a dictator , a conquistador , a filibuster 

deluxe and have made lengthy studies of his military and 

political life . Little attention has been given to William 

Walker as a person . He remains t he enigma today that he 

was in 1850 when vi ewe d fr om t he angle of h is personality . 

The mid- ni ne t eent h century was an era in which the 

Uni ted States expanded physically from ocean to ocean and 

one in whi c h a r estless , mobile populat i on sought adventure 

at home and abr oad . The lure of Eldorado was a clarion call 

to youn and old alike and t he -,est-,ard sure of humanity 

was a i ant wave en ul f in t he entire nation . 

Ca h t up in t he t r ans i ence of t he times was 

i ll iam · a l er , 11 t he r ey - eyed man of des t iny . 11 Born in 

ac-hville , ' onne see in the ye ar 1824, t he youthful ·/alke r 

had oppo,.ed i1is fB.I'li l y i n t he cho ic e of a career . The 

or i ,inal plan for ent r ance i nto the mini try h ad been 

supp lant ed by stud in the field o me dicine . Findin t his 

profe s s i on not t o ilis l ikin
0

, a l ke r t hen turned br iefl y 

t o law and l ate r t o jour al ism. In his three pr ofess ions 

t :ne youn ri.a.n had t r aversed a l ar e por tion of t he Uni t ed 

St a tes , as well as fi ndin ~ t ime f or study in se ver al 

Europe an capitals . cos::-iopoli tan outlook, coup l ed with a 
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restless ambitious disposition, caused him to turn his 

attentions to Central America. 

An abortive attempt at the conquest of Sonora in 

1853 was a mere prelude to his most notable endeavor. In 

1855 William Walker and his fifty-seven Immortals set foot 

on t he soil of Nicaragua and for the next five years 

occupied t he center position in that war-torn country. 

Ravaged by war and revolution almost constantly since its 

independence, Nicaragua was virtually depleted of manpower, 

capital and resources. Through a series of daring maneu

vers, Wi l liam Walker briefly extinguished t he flames of 

civil war and made himself the key figure in that country. 

Caught in the middle , alker became a pawn on the 

chessboard of international and economic intrigue. The 

contest for control of Central America had evolved in a 

power stru le betw en Br itain and the United States. More 

t han this , pro- slavery and abolitionist gr oups within t he 

United St a tes vied for influence with telling effect on the 

fortunes of alke r . The giant nut -cracker w i ch eventually 

crushe d II the gr ey- eyed man of des tiny, 11 however , was the 

battle of financial titans over t he vital Transit route 

across the country . Vanderbilt and Garris on in their 

economic vendetta bro ht /alke r •s actual downfal l and 

eventual de at h before a Honduran firin squad on September 

12 , 1860 . 
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The personality of William Walker has been lost in 

t he studies of William Walker , the military and political 

fi gure . In analyzing the man himself, his hopes , his lofty 

ambitions , and his dreams , history is faced with a riddle 

of t he proport ion of t he Sphinx . The evaluation of the man 

who was fr ont- page news in t he 18501s and who gained his 

brief page in hi story is a sub ject which de s erves careful 

study and anal ys is . 

The point i n question is\ i ll i am Walke r ' s purpose 

in his attempt to talce contr ol of the government of Nica

r agua . He has been characterized and c ompared with every 

dic tator and conqueror from Caesar onward . The t hes i s of 

this paper is that William alker , after years of inde 

c ision and frustration , found that which he had so long 

so ht in icara ua . He became a true patriot of that 

country . If his ideals were too high and the methods he 

used in enact' the unort odox, they did not stem from 

lack of love for his adopted ho eland, but rather from the 

fact that he was a politically uninitiated novice in t he 

field of overnment and from his inability to judge and 

evaluate the people he overned . That he remained a true 

son of icaragua until the las t is the central theme of 

this paper . 
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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

William Walker, filibuster deluxe, has been the 

subject of several biographies, most of which are concerned 

chiefly with his military successes and failures. Little 

effort has been made to assess the characteristics or to 

evaluate the personality of the man himself. The purpose 

of this paper is to analyze t he factors in William Walker's 

heredity, environment and pe r sonal life that led him to 

t he peak of s ucc ess and then to t he di smal failure that 

ended with a firi squad. 

Emphasis will be given firs t to Walker's family 

background and environment . Suc h points as s ocio-economic 

stat us of the fami l y, personality of the group , early edu

cat i on and r el i ious influences will be delved into for 

t he purpos e of understandi 

Walker, the man . 

thos e i.nrl uence s on William 

Als o to be considered are t he times t hem.se lves, t he 

popularity and eneral acceptance of issues vi tal and cur-

r ent which are not in vogue today, but had influence in 

shapi the tho hts and ideas of that gener ati on. Espe

cial impor tance wil l be given to the i dea of Mani fest 

Des tiny, as an outgr owth of national i stic fe eling . 

The l ife of Wi l liam Wal ker breaks into distinct 
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parts. Following his early youth came a brief span of 

indecision which, during the second phase of his life, was 

intertwined with his years of education and preparation 

for professional life. Strong passions were then aroused 

in the young man, and he ran the gamut of emotional 

experiences. Love, eternal f r i endship, hate, prejudice, 

rejection, dis illusion and death were all ini'luences 

experi enced by William Wal ker during a period of less than 

a dec ade . 

How t he pr evious exper i ences culminated in Walker's 

grandiose s chemes and dream.s in at t empt ing to establish an 

empir e , fi r s t in Sonora and later in Central America, will 

be given at tention, as well as the roster of t he illus

trious and near illustrious who followed him on his ill

fated venture . No attempt will be made to dis cuss the 

military successes and failures , or any factual accounts 

of pol itical occurrences except as these may expl ain or 

illustrate the personality of alker himself . This t hird 

and final period of Walker ' s short life of thirty-seven 

years will conclude this study. 

That William Walker was an important and colorful 

figure in his own era is not to be denied . That he was 

r eceptive to the nationalistic feelings current in t he 

mid 1800 1 s also is accepted . That the issue of slavery 

and its expansion may have been a motive of t he man in his 
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attempts at conquest is not of major importance in this 

study. It is the assumption of this study that William 

Walker would have been motivated to some similar type of 

action or activity regardless of the age in which he found 

himself, that he was not merely a creature of his time, a 

man of the hour, but a distinct personality who would have 

had his page in history simply because he was William 

Walker, which assmnption will be substantiated in this 

study. 

In dealing with this study, primary sources have 

been used whenever possible. William Walker 's own book has 

been given careful attention, though much of it is of 

little use in a personality study, for he is often concerned 

chiefly with military and political problems . Microfilms 

of newspapers of the mid-nineteenth century have been 

studied in an effort to see the man as the American of that 

era saw him. The writi s of contemporaries have been 

given attention in this study, as have periodicals . 

In the study of literature related to this topic, 

w. O. Scroggs is the reco ized authority, and his studies 

are meticulous and detailed as to Walker's actual accomp

lishments, his motives , his eventual plans and purposes, as 

well as his successes and failures . This historian 's 

final evaluation is that Walke r, the man, was not big 

enough to achieve t he hopes of falker, the dreamer, that 



he failed to put an end to the political unrest of Nica

ragua and to establish a stable and productive form of 

government. 

4 

James Jeffrey Roche, in his By-Ways of War, traces 

the history of filibustering through the accounts of 

several filibusters, giving prominence to Walker, and 

concluding that ambition and a firm belief in his destiny 

caused failure and death. 

Laurence Greene , in his study, The Filibuster, set 

out to prove that Walker was ill-fitted for the role he 

had assumed and that he was constnned stwith a dictator's 

mania," though he further characterizes him as an idealist 

and a reformer. From the be ginni , he attempts to dis

credit and defame, yet at times is forced to grudging 

admiration. A summation of his study is that Walker was 

imbued with a lust for power . 

William V. Wells, Consul ~neral of Honduras during 

this era, in his book, Walker ' s Expedition to Nicaragua, 

publishe d in 1856, lauded the attempt and the aims of the 

man , and strongly defended his position t here. He referred 

to Walker several times as a II Liberator of Central America ." 

No more diverse or opposite viewpoints in evalu

ating the career of William Walker can be found anywhere 

than those penned by two men who served with him in the 

Nicaraguan venture. c. W. Doubleday, in his Reminis cences 
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of the "Filibuster" War in Nicaragua, is arch critic and 

complainant, finding Walker militarily ignorant and unpre

possessing in manner and appearance. His accusation of 

insatiable ambition and achievement of personal and absolute 

power contrasts strangely with the picture painted by James 

Carson Jamison in his book, With Walker in Nicaragua. The 

latter saw him as a man of idealism, with a stern conscience 

and a high sense of dedi cati on and honor . He decried all 

those who characte r i zed Walker as an ambitious Caesar bent 

on taki ng advant age of a weak pe ople to gain despotic 

power. He fe lt Wal ker was a t r ue crusade r f or democracy, 

desiring t o bring r eforms to the country of his choice, 

along with the blessings of peace and stability of govern

ment. Double day , while professi a warm per s onal attach

ment for Walker , often exhibited qualities both pett y and 

petulant . If Walker failed to respond to his words of 

advice , Doubl eday sulked and once even withdrew fr om the 

c ommand, though he later r e turned to resume his pos iti on i n 

t he Falanga • 

The position Walker held in political cir cles of 

the day is of importance in understandi cert ain dec is ive 

acts which he put into effect as he ad of the Ni caraguan 

government . The Congressional Globe of 1856 through 1858 

throws l i ght on these decisions and gives a perspective of 

t he turbulence of the times . These volumes al.so pl ace t he 
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Nicaraguan situation in focus as only one piece of the 

giant puzzle of national and international politics. The 

character of Walker as seen by important political figures 

of his day, both supporters and opponents, is given further 

dimension when viewed from a political angle. 

The latest biography on Walker is Albert z. Carr's, 

The World and William Walker , published in 1963, which is 

allnost Freudian in its analysis and evaluation. The puri

tanical upbringing with its denied sex impu1ses caused 

Walker to be impulsive and explosive and tended toward the 

"profession of heroism. 11 Since he must excel in something, 

his military career gave him a chance at dominati on, which 

his sex- starved nature craved and de anded . 

The thesis of this paper is that William Walker , at 

first a mere adventurer , became almo t .fro his initial 

entry into Nicaragua, a patriot and a true citizen of that 

country . A11 his efforts ere directed toward the resur

r ection and r ebirth of this land after its long period of 

devastation and destruction . His ambitions , his hopes , his 

dream.s , his ideals were all enlisted in the cause to which 

he dedicated his life . Greater love hath no man than that 

he lay down his life , and this illiam alker did for his 

adopted homeland . 

In this study, Chapter II deals with Walker's 

parentage and early life . Chapter III will give attention 
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to Walker's higher education, both in the United States and 

in Europe. Also related will be the emotional experiences 

of t he young man which had such shattering impact on him. 

Chapter IV describe s Walker's sojourn in California, by 

which time he had become a man. His physical character

istics are detai led as seen by cont emporaries. Chapter V 

briefly at t empts to r ecount the gr owth and development of 

qualit ies of l eaders hi p , as exemplified in t he abortive 

attempt to c onquer Sonor a , which was a pre l ude to involve

me nt in the f ortunes of war- torn icaragua . His f ollOiiers 

are also characterized, and a cross - section of men who 

f ollowed Walker is inc luded, i n an attempt to picture the 

diversity of t ypes inc l uded in his army. Chapter VI 

de picts Walke r , t he General of his army, i n i caragua, as 

well as Nicara uan l ife , both for civilian and soldier . 

Chapt e r VII at tempts to pr ove t e the s is of t he paper , that 

Wal ker had at l ast f ound that for which he had so l ong 

sou ht , and that f r om that time onw d he gave a full 

me as ure of de vot ion to his adopted homeland . 

It i s not the purpose of this paper t o make a 

delibe r at e a t tempt to eulogize alker , or , on t he other 

hand, t o condemn him for his actions . These poi nt s his 

cont emporaries emphasized in one vein or the other in all 

previous s tudi es . The major a r ea of explorat ion nerein 

examined is t he s tudy of the man hims elf and t he mot i ves 



that prompted him to the actions he took in his brief 

career in Nicaragua . 
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CHAPTER II 

EARLY LIFE 

William Walker is an enigma even to his biograph

ers. There is only incidental agreement on the effect of 

the varied forces of heredity or environment in shaping the 

personality of this colorful and flamboyant individual. 

James Walker, a banker whose abode was a town near 

Glasgow, Scotland, came to Nashville in the year 1820. 

James was no itinerant; he fell heir to fairly extensive 

property in Nashville left him by an uncle, a Mr. Tate. 

There is no evidence that the elder Walker had ever set 

foot in the United States prior to this time, even for a 

cursory visit, but evidently he found a congenial atmos

phere in the southern town, for shortly after this, Mr . 

Walker engaged in a mercantile bu.sines , owning a store on 

the Public Square in Nashville, the center of business 

t . ·t 1 ac lVl y . Of his business acumen little is known, but it 

is obvious that he must have prospered, for he was accepted 

into the more affluent social circle and married ary 

Norvell, a Kentuckian and a member of a pioneer family . 

Mary Norvell Walker was the da ter of Lieutenant Lips comb 

1 Jane Thomas , Old Days in ashville ( Copyright page 
missing : 1895) , pp . 78-79. 
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Norvell, a Revoluti onary War hero in Washingt on ' s army, 

and her mother was Martha Hendricks , whose f amily had 

gained prominence as Kentucky pioneers. 2 

By 1827, the Walkers were housed in a substanti al 

bri ck home in Nashville, located on the northeast corner of 

Commerce Street and Fourth Avenue.3 By this time, James 

Walker was president of a local concern lmown as the 

Commercial Insurance Company and was described as a prom

inent businessman. Four children were born to the Walkers; 

the eldest, William, was born on May 8, 1824, and Norvell, 

James and Alice followed in that order.4 

Almost from the moment of his birth, William Walker 

became an object of curiosity. That he was physically 

small is not disputed, for as an adult he was hardly more 

than five feet and a half, and his weight little over one 

hundred pounds . As a child, his diminutive size caused him 

to be termed a 11 sissy" and a "milks op, 11 his contemporaries 

having niclmamed him "Honey" and "Missy •115 How William 

2Merritt Parmallee Allen, William Walker, Filibus
ter (New York: Harper and Brothers, 1932}, p. 8. 

3Nashville Banner, September 14, 1937. 

4will iam A. Scroggs, Filibusters and Financiers, 
(New York : The MacMillan Co., 1916), P• 9. 

5Allen, .2E.• cit., p. 7. 
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res ponded to these taunts is a matter of speculation . Carr 

s uggests that he was bullied by older and larger boys and 

developed a fighting spirit in retaliation, while w. o. 

Scroggs feels that he was effeminate and tied to the mater-

1 . 6 
na apron strings. Certainly William was not athletic, 

but it is not to be thought that he did not engage in 

playing games and in developing himself physically, for 

only a physique so trained would have been able to endure 

the hardships and rigors of the military life he was later 

to lead. 

In Allen's account of his early days, 11 he never 

got into scrapes, never disobeyed his parents, never did 

anything but read and study" and further that he "took 

pride in high marks at school and whenever he made an error, 

he broke down and cried. 117 It is felt that this virtuous 

interpretation is not wholly in character, for while the 

boy assuredly excelled in academic work, he is described 

by Scroggs as a reluctant scholar who found the schoolroom 

6Lawrence Green in The Filibuster quotes Jane H. 
Thomas as saying 11 He was as 7efined in his feelings as a 
girl, 11 but this quote was not found in her book. Fl;I'ther, 
Miss Thomas was past ninety when she wrote her memoirs and 
many statements in her book cannot be verified by any 
source and are subject to question. 
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galling t o his restless nature . 8 William perhaps was avid 

to learn those things which were of interest to him but 

impatient with routine and dullness. Certainly he was 

highly intelligent, but was not considered a prig as he 

would have been had he done nothing but be a model boy. 

Much emphasis has been given to the fact that Walker 

read to his invalid mother in an effort to entertain her. 

This is not really the unmanly procedure it would appear 

today; many fathers read to wife and children in the even

ings as a part of the daily family n togetherness II of that 

day and age. If Walker deigned to spend a part of his 

mornings in this manner it brought only plaudits as a duti

ful son and did not necessarily label him as a recluse. 

Carr feels that he possibly read Sir Walter Scott's medieval 

romances to his mother and refers to the Mark Twain witti

cism that the literate and the prosperous had "Sir Walter's 

disease. 119 He suggests further readings may have included 

Malory's Arthurian legends, which may have shaped the 

dreams of a young lad, too small physically and too advanced 

intellectually. 10 The fantasies of Ivanhoe and Galahad 

8scroggs, .2E• cit., p. 10. 

9Albert z. Carr, The World and William Walker (New 
York: Harper and Row, 19b5Y, P• 3. 
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may have nourished ideals that would reach full flower only 

years later in the death of the dragon at Granada. 

Young William adored his mother. In his idealiza

tion of her, his own pattern of conduct toward women in 

general was established. With his other parent, one feels 

friction was obvious almost from the beginning. The elder 

Walker, steeped in Knox and Calvin, and desirous of a 

profession for his first-born, had decided on the ministry 

as the chosen field for William. The austere and pious 

authority of the father was met with a tenacious rebellion 

on the part of the son, and continued resistance met with 

success on the young man's part, for he was allowed to 

pursue the career of medicine. James J. Roche feels that 

the father's choice was well chosen, for "the gravity of 

the kirk always pervaded his manner, and theological specu

lations interested him all his life. 1111 Joaquin Miller, 

who idealized him and was his most articulate press agent 

says "His dress, language and bearing were those of a 

clergyman when not on the firing line.1112 It is possible 

that t he father did "protest too much" and the youth, in 

llJames Jeffrey Roche, By-Ways of War, (Boston: 
Small, Maynard and Co., 1901), p. 56. 

12Joaquin Miller, "That Night in Nicaragua, 11 

(Sunset Maga9ine XVI, April, 1906), P• 564. 
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his open rebell ion threw away his real vocation. Carr , in 

his study of Walker , says " His challenges were invariably 

at the men who i s s ued or ders , men mor e powerful than him

self . It had be en Judge Parsons; now it was Munoz; soon 

it would be Vanderbilt. It had once. been his father. 11 13 

It was a battl e of Scot against Scot, and the young man 

had won the opening round. In later life, Walker made 

litt le mention of his family, but in an oblique way, did 

refer to his rather in the following passage: "We may 

often judge best of events by seeing clearly the origin 

of them. The father ceases to have any direct influence 

over either the mind or the organization of the child after 

the moment of conception; and yet how often we trace not 

merely the features of the father, but even the delicate 

traits of his character in his offspring. 11 14 

Religious life was a natural part of Walker's 

youth. At the time of his birth, the Disciples of Christ 

were practically unknown as an organized sect, but were to 

draw many converts to their cause in the next few decades. 

The name Norvell was prominent in the movement and the 

Walkers were also members of this stern sect. William was 

13car r, .2E• cit., P• 123. 

14-wi lliam Walker The War in Nicaragua, (Mobile, 
Alabama, S . H. Goetze l ~ dCo.;-I8"65), P• 33. 
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not an active member of the church before graduation from 

college at age sixteen. In his later writings he often 

referred to his faith, and he was accused of being as 

rigidly puritanical as Cromwell. If this were true, not 

only active church participation but also the influences of 

the University of Nashville must be held responsible.15 

William Walker was ready for higher learning at 

age twelve, having been called an exceptional student 

before he reached the age of ten. The curriculum he mastered 

here was incredible; it included Latin and Greek, in both 

of which William was fluent, mathematics of several varie

ties, surveying, navigation, chemistry, mineralogy, geology, 

logic, history, philosophy, political economy, international 

and constitutional law, composition, criticism and oratory. 

Nor was religious life neglected, for the college was almost 

t .. ·t d" . 1· lb monas ic in 1 s iscip ine. Allen states that studies 

began at sunrise and continued until breakfast, which was a 

light meal sandwiched between two prayers. Classes followed 

with lunch and two additional prayers, and dinner followed 

the same pattern. Chapel was then held, with moral dis

cussions following this. Luxuries did not exist there; 

15History and~ Position of the Church of Christ 
in Nashville (Nashville, 1554), PP• 1-40. 

16carr, ££• ill•, pp. 9-10. 
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theatre and dances were forbidden, as well as horse races 

and cockfights . No student was permitted to study music, 

but William somehow gained a special permi ssion and did 

study music at his own expense and without his father's 

consent . He also included fencing lessons in his curric

ulum and was an adept pupil. In the year 1838, when Walker 

was fourteen, he was graduated summa cum laude, in a class 

of twenty young men. 17 Conditions were slow to change at 

the University of Nashville, for when Walker delivered an 

address to the alumni society on October 3, 1848, an 

appendix to his written speech, attached by the school, 

stated: "Nothing has been found so detrimental to character 

and scholarship as a free indulgence in the use of money. 

More than is sufficient to defray necessary expenses, 

exposes the student to n'Wllerous temptations and adds nothing 

t b ·1·t 1118 to his happiness and respec a ii y. 

l7Allen, .2E.• §•, PP• 8-9. 

18william Walker, "The Unity of Art," Appendix 31, 
(Nashville, Tennessee, A. Nolan, Pub. 1848). 



CHAPTER III 

THE FORMATIVE YEARS 

Rather at loose ends for a few months, William 

studied medicine in Nashville in the office of a Dr. 

Jennings . Carr suggests that his choice of the medical 

profession as a career possibly was influenced by his 

intense feelings for his invalid mother.
1 

Regardless of 

his reasons, he entered the School of Medicine at the 

University of Pennsylvania in 1839. A classmate of Dr. 

Elisha Kent Kane, the Arctic explorer, these two young men 
2 

of venturesome natures graduated in 1843. His doctoral 

dissertation dealt with the iris, which was in a sense 

prophetic when later applied to "the grey-eyed man of 

destiny."3 

Walker at graduation was nineteen years of age, and 

was not yet ready to engage in his chosen profession. He 

was to spend two years studying medicine in the various 

universities of Europe and, with his facility for languages, 

1Albert z. Carr The World and William Walker, 
(New York: Harper and Row,1963), p.8. 

2James Jeffrey Roche, By-Ways of War, (Boston: 
Small, Maynard and Company, 1901), P• ~ .-
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attended lectures at the Paris school of medicine , as well 

as Heidelberg, Edinburgh, London, and als o in I t aly.4 

Carr states that his so j ourn in Paris netted him little new 

medical lmowl edge, but did help him cultivate a taste for 

French l i terat ure, especially the novels of Victor Hugo, 

as well as the acquisition of polished continental manners, 

which most Americans deemed "sissified." In addition, he 

l earned dueling as an art and fought with a two-edged sword. 

The fact that he came out of these duels unscathed was no 

mean feat for an American novice. Another influence was 

the development of a definite anti-British feeling in the 

young man, which antipathy he never lost and which was 

later to color his dealings with the British in Latin 

America.5 

The return of Walker to the United States at age 

twenty-one did not result in any practical application of 

the skills learned in Europe to a profession. He did, for 

a very brief time, practice medicine in both Philadelphia 

and Nashville, but it is obvious that he found no real 

satisfaction in his work. Carr suggests that on his return 

to Nashville, he found his mother dying and, finding that 
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his skills were of no use to her , the practice of medicine 
seemed futile . 6 

Roche , on the othe r hand, st ates that he 

found " the profession unsuited to his health. 117 What ever the 

r eason, he did leave the medical profession forever, and 

it is als o evi dent that the breach between father and son 

became an irreparable gap during these months. The busi

ness minded father had no desire to continue financial 

support to a son so irresolute in decision regarding an 

occupation. At any rate, William Walker began the study of 

law in Nashville, later moving to New Orleans where the 

Code Napoleon formed the basis of legal studies.8 

Walker was not unacquainted with the city of New 

Orleans and it is possible that he had a wide circle of 

acquaintances and perhaps even a friend or two there. 

We l ls says that Walker had made an extended visit to New 

l . 9 
Orleans prior to entering the University of Pennsy vania. 

Furthermore, these were the years of the spas, and the 

Tennessee watering places were favored by the Louisiana 

elite as a retreat from the humid, fever ridden summers of 

ragua 

6~. 

7Roche, .2E• ill•, P• 5B. 

8c arr, £E • ill• , P • 12 • 

lker's Expedition to~-
9will iam V. W~lls, Wad Townsend, 1856),pp. 19-21. 

(New York : stringer an 



10 20 the bayou country. N h. 
as ville newspapers of the day were 

filled with advertisements .from these 
spas, and such places 

as Kingston 's Springs , Tyree •s Springs, Red 
Sulphur Springs, 

and Bailey 's Springs each l 

and benefits . 11 
eu ogized their varied comforts 

Thus in 1846, William Walker made his way to the 

cosmopolitan city of New Orleans for the 
ostensible purpose 

of studying law. Carr suggests that his finances were very 

meager and that Walker found living on his earnings quite a 

problem. As a lawyer, Walker's personality posed a problem, 

and he was less than a success. Never at ease with stran

gers, he often was silent and enigmatic with clients and 

his courtroom manner was not decisive or confident. Some

time during this period he met and made the only friend of 

his life. Edmund Randolph was the exact opposite of 

William Walker in almost every respect. A descendant of 

George Washington, handsome, personable, and moving in the 

socially elite circles, he nevertheless formed a law 

S t small in stature, partnership with Walker, a dour co, 

appearance, attired without regard to unimpressive in 

William Walker, Fili-
lOMerritt Parmallee Allen,th 1932), PP• 11-12. 

bl.l3ter, (New York: Harper and Bro ers, 

(Nashville, Tennessee: 
llNashville Re;ublican Banner, 

Selec ted Issues , 1852- O). 
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fashion and little impressed by soci· ety. 12 Incongruous as 

the .friendship may have seemed, i t lasted a life time . 

William Walker wrote: 

The friendship between Randolph, Crittenden and 
Walke: was of a c~aracter not to be expressed by 
wor ds, but the existence of such a sentiment between 
thes e t hree ~s essential for an understanding of the 
perfect confidence which marked their acts in refer
ence to the Transit. And to the noblest qualities 
of the heart, Randolph and Crittenden added the 
loftiest attributes of the intellect. To those who 
have heard the former at the bar, it will not be 
deemed the voice of friendship alone speaking, when 
it is said that his legal talents are such as would 
adorn courts when learning, and logic, and eloquence 
were more appropriate to the profei~ion than they 
appear to be in these latter days. j 

(It is obvious here that Walker included Crittenden, his 

friend's friend, in the triumvirate, only for immediate 

purposes.) This David-Johnathan relationship had a sad 

epilogue, for Randolph's insistence on the economic war 

with Vanderbilt led the idealistic, naive Walker to 

certain defeat and death. 

The urbane Randolph often took his friend along to 

festive social affairs; whether the latter went willingly 

or not is a matter of conjecture. At one such occasion, 

Walker was introduced to a charming intelligent young 

M t • Most historians have woman, Ellen Galt ar in. 

12c arr on• Cit • , P • 12 • 
, ..:::..i;:. -

N . a (Mobile, Ala-13wil l iam Walker, War in icaragu • 
bama : s . H. Goetzel ancfcompany, 18 0), P• 150. 
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persistently referred to her as Helen Martin, but Carr ' s 

research on this point has proven beyond a doubt that her 

name was Ellen.
14 

Roche felt Walker had met Miss Martin 

in Nashville afte r his return from Europe; however, a love 

affair betwe en the two certainly flourished and grew in 

New Orleans •15 ( Thomas says "she did not reciprocate his 
16 

1ove11 but this has not been substantiated. Furthermore, 

this source has been found in error very often.) 

Ellen Martin, Alabama-born, had all the desirable 

attributes of the southern belle. Twenty-three, socially 

prominent, accomplished and genteel, only one thing was 

l acking for perfect womanhood: Ellen Martin was mute. 

Scarlet fever at the age of five had destroyed her hearing 

and her ability to speak.17 For William Walker this proved 

no real deterrent; his facility for languages now stood 

him in good stead and he easily mastered the sign language 

that Miss Martin had studied in Philadelphia and he learned 

l5Roche, 2.£• ,£!!., PP• 60-61. 

16Jane Thomas, Old gays E} Nashville, (copyright 
page missing: 1895), pp.7 -79. 

l 7 Carr on. cit • , P • 6 • , ~ -
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to communi cate fluently with her . 18 

As their love grew and plans for marriage became a 
. t 19 w 

certalll Y, alker reali zed the inadequacy of t he legal 

profession as a personal method of earning a living. By 

March of 1848, Walker and Randolph had dissolved their 

law partnership, with Randolph going West to the recently 

acquired territory of California and Walker, having found 

no real interest in law, moving into the field of journal

ism. A.H. Hayes and J. c. McClure had recently bought the 

New Orleans Crescent and were searching for a foreign 

editor to interpret the news from abroad, and Walker was 

the obvious choice for such a position. The Crescent was 

very successful and circulation soared. On the staff with 

Walker was Walt Whitman who had a column of his own. Walker 

himself was preoccupied with the crucial political issues 

of the day. The yea:r 18~.8 was the year of revolutions and 

Kossuth, Louis Phillipe, the starving Irish and the Taiping 

Rebellion were all grist for the mill of the young editor. 

His ideas were very liberal, and his tone was definitely 

pro-French and anti-British. He took to wearing a Kossuth 

hat, often quoted Lord Byron, and felt, along with the rest 

18Williara A. Scoggs, Filibusters and Financiers, 
(New York : The MacMillan Company, 1916), P• 14-. 

19Allen, .2£• ~., PP• 11-12• 
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of the United States , that by some hook or crook Cuba 

should become a part of thi"s nati·on. H" i s tone re garding 

the slave issue was ne ither pro-s lave nor abolitionis t , 

but his theory of Manifest Destiny was emphatic. The up

and- corning young edi tor left his mark all over the paper. 20 

The Nashville Republican Banner of late 1848, and 

during the earl y months of 1849, faithf'ully reported, as 

di d most newspapers in the country, the yellow fever scourge 

prevalent in the southern United States. Accounts of the 

ravages in New Orleans received especial attention, for 

that city was badly hit. At first deaths were recorded by 

listing the names of the victims, but as the death rate 

increased, only statistics were posted. The death of Ellen 

Martin in April of 1849 was one of these statistics, and 

C h . . t d 21 f whether it was pneumonia, as arr as ins is e , or rom 

the fever itself, is innnaterial. The effect on William 

Walker was the same: he was shattered. A tiny jeweled 

cross which he wore until his death was the sole visible 
. d 22 reminder of his love but the inner marks remaine • 

20carr, .2E• ill•, pp. 13-25. 

21Ibid., p. 36. 

22Al l en, .2.E.• ill•, PP• 12-13. 
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A dash of sadness in his air 
Born, may be, of his over care 
And may be, born of a dispair' 
In early love -- I never knew- 23 , 

Ellen Galt Martin was the only love of Walker's 

life . A warmth, apparent in his writings during the period 

of her life , was nowhere more noticable than in his essay, 

"The Unity of Art." He wrote of a sentiment of love in 

creation and the three elements which constitute art as 

Beauty, Truth, and Virtue. Virtue he equated with Love, 

and patriotism he called the holiest and noblest of- feel

ings.24 How different was this essay from his book 11 The , -
War in Nicaragua, written in the third person, like the 

books of the first Casear, and as conservative and exact 

as an equation. 1125 

After Miss Martin's death, Walker's overly-serious 

nature turned to melancholy, and, rudderless again, he made 

his way to California, but not before his exposure in print 

of the Lopez expedition to Cuba had caused such flagrant 

opposition from the exponents of Manifest Destiny that the 

Joaquin Mil er, 23 1 ~s of the Sierras (Chicago: 
Morrill, Higgins and Co., ,p.~. 

24william Walker, "The Unity of Art," (Nashville: 
A. Nolan, Pub., 1848), PP• 3-17. 

N• a II 25 "Th t Night in icaragu , Joaquin Miller, a 564 
(Sunset Magazine, XVI, April, 1906 ), P• • 
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er scent went down in bankruptcy . Most certainly Walker ' s 

bombas t ic opposition i n print helped to expose this opera

tion and cause i ts abortive result, for in this period of 

his life, as afterward, Walker never believed in expansion 

of the United States beyond her borders. None of the 

terri tory he ever held was acquired with the purpose of 

adding it to the boundaries of the United States of America. 

Walker moved west with the tide of humanity, seeking, not 

gold, but his one lone tie with humanity, his friend, 

Edmund Randolph. "From the ashes of a buried love, ambition 

1126 rose supreme. 



CHAPTER IV 

MATURITY 

It is the contention of this paper that during the 

period from 1850 on, William Walker emerged as perhaps not 

a new, but certainly a different, personality. The quali

ties and characteristics that had gone into the make-up 

of the man himself were either intensified or relaxed, 

strengthened or weakened, as the case might be. In any 

instance, the William Walker of the 1850•s bore little 

resemblance to the indecisive, floundering doctor-lawyer

journalist of that earlier time. Scroggs says, 11 His former 

studious habits were replaced with daring ambition and 

reckless disregard of life.111 Allen attributes this change 

to the death of Ellen Martin. "From that moment he was 

changed. The bitterness of the blow struck deep enough to 

release all the pent-up fire in his being. He looked upon 

life as something to be won with glory, and upon death as 
2 

something contemptible to be faced without fear." Whe ther 

lWilliam A. Scroggs, Filibusters~ Financiers, 
(New York: The MacMillan Co., 1916), P• • 

2 Allen William Walker, Fili-
Merritt Parmallee and B;others, 1932), p.--rJ:' 

buster, (New York: Harper 
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Ellen Martin ' s death was t he real reason or only a con-

tributin fact or, Wal ker himself gave no indication, but 

assuredly he had now reached a maturity not evi dent in his 

earlier life . The decis i veness and purpose t hat supplanted 

earlier vacillati ons were to remain unchanged for the re s t 

of his days . 

When William Walker arrived in California in June 

of 1850, he was only one of a great tide of humanity that 

swept t oward the Pacific. San Francisco, the city of his 

choice , was a sprawling congregation of thirty-five thou

sand pe ople, a city of lust and blood, gold and liquor, 

lawl es sness and uncontrolled violence. Hotel rooms rented 

for one hundred dollars a week and inferior meals cost six 

dollars. Walker's Scottish heritage must have been 

shocked to the core by such flagrant extravagance, although 

wealt h had never occupied a high position in his set of 

val ues.3 

Jami son explained the spirit of the times in this 

manner: 

k d on life from a more 
In the 50 1s men 100 e up do now There was more 

r omantic viewpoin~ t~an th~Yon s m;re writi ng of 
sent iment, more singing of.s r!c; and gallant ry lent 
love vers es to sweethearts, g nh s t he beauty • perfune e ance 
a charm to soc i ety,_as ith his plumes and ribbons, 
of r os es ; t he caval ier, w •c of the troubador 
had not departed, and the musi 

3~., PP • 16-21 . 
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still tinkled amidst the 
were days when the ardor ~ound of revelry. Those 
sea was hot in the b or adventure by l and and 

. reasts of men I th re gions of the West the t • n e vast 
meval wilderness where t~ ar s shone upon a pr i 
where hunger and' conflic ere was lure of gold, and 
those whose daring and ht~ even d~ath challenged 
tudes of fort une in th .ar ood defied the vicissi
had not outgrown the cei~ search fa: El Dorado. Men 

~dt~;i;h~~n:•o:~dt!::"~~':"c~~et~:~rl~or:r~:~:~:; 
db . '· e onor of women, they were 

mo~e Y sincerity, and surrounded by traditions 
still too potent to be cast aside.4 

Walker, caught up in the turbulence of the times, 

then resumed his career of J0 ourna11.·st d an soon waged his 

own personal crusade against not only lawlessness in the 

city, but also the utter disregard of justice as adminis

tered by the courts. His personal vendetta in his position 

as editor of the San Francisco Herald against one Judge 

Levi Parsons resulted in his being tried for contempt of 

court, imprisoned and fined five hundred dollars.5 When 

a sympathetic mob threatened to release him by force, his 

sentence was suspended and he was released, only to be 

challenged to a duel by a cohort of the judge in question, 

name l y, one Graham Hicks. This was Walker's fourth duel, 

and he was wounded in the foot by the first shot of his 

adversary, and though he quickly covered the injured 

4 c Jamison With Walker in Nicaragua, 
(C ol umbia~am~~ w~~~~phens Publishing Co., 1909), P• 11• 

5 W lk 's Expedition to Nica-
William V. We~ls, & 1,e~send 1856), pp.,V-:21. 

ragua, (New York: s tringer O ' 
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member with sand, a second shot was not permitted, as honor 
was already satisfied.6 Hi s resumption of his law career 

at this time was only a biding oft · t ime, as op-gap until a 

loftier cr usade could be joined. Carr says, "He felt an 

evange l i cal mission in which the highest ideals of the 

.America of his time were fused -- the spreading of democ

rac y -- t he enhancement of national power -- the uplifting 

of downtrodden people -- the prevention of fratricidal 

war. 117 

All agree that the new Walker was physically as 

unprepossessing as had been the old. A dossier would have 

listed him as approximately five feet five or six inches 

in height, weight estimates varied from one hundred and 

twenty to one hundred and thirty pounds, lank, light brown 

or sandy hair, freckled, and with a pallor that never 

resulted in tanning even under a tropical sun. Beardless 

in an era of luxuriously whiskered men, his overall appear

ance was nondescript and vague. One feature, however, no 

one forgot; the eyes, those legendary grey eyes, the eyes 

which mirrored the soul, no one forgot. "When the heavy 

6James Jeffrey Roche, By-Ways of War, (Boston: 
Small, Maynard and co:. , 1901), P• 59. 

7Alb t z Carr The World and William Walker, 
er • , - -58 

(New York: Harper and Row, 1963), P• • 



lids were raised, grey brilliant 1 • 
, , urninous eyes were 
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almost blinding to the observer, n Carr said. 8 "When his 

usually cold nature gave t 
way o anger or excitement, the 

eyes dilated and ki ndled with a greenish light, like those 

of a bird of prey; the thin, short, upper lip became com

pressed, and t he slow, quiet voice rose sharp and short, 11 

was Roche's description. 9 "Colonel Walker did not, at the 

time, impress me as the man of indomitable will and energy 

which I afterwards found him to be. He was quiet and 

unassuming •as mild a mannered man as ever cut a throat 

or scuttled a ship. 1 A certain expression of the eye 

would, however, probably have indicated to a physiognomist 

the reserve of power veiled under so placid an exterior, n 

10 wrote the critical Doubleday. Jamison saw him otherwise, 

His body was strong and his vital energy sur
prisingly great. The expression of his countenance 
was frank and open, and heightened by the absence 
of a beard of any kind. His aggressive an~ dete~-. 
mined character was plainly indicated by his a~uili.ne 
nose, while his eyes, from which cam~ the ~obrique~, 
Grey-eyed Man of Destiny, were keen in the1r

1
scru~i.ny 

and almost hypnotic in their power. A wom~ s voice 
was scarcely softer than Walker's, and so imperturb
able was he that his praise of a valorous deed or 
his announcement of a death sentence were equally 

8rbid., p. J.4. 

9Roche, op. cit., P• 59. 

R "niscences of the Filibuster War 
l Oc . W. Doubleday, ~~P. Putnam•sSons, 1886), 

~ Nicaragua (New York: 
pp . 104- 105 . 
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calm in tone and d 1 .b . 
aff abl e in interco~!eerate in enunciation . Though 
whether of joy or sadn• he suppr~ssed his emotions, 
to be startled b s e~s . and did not permit himself 
men, I cannot re~alf~rise. ~n common with other 
with all his placidityv~~ ~~~mg seen him smile. But 
leaped eagerly into th i ce and demeanor, men 
his connnanct.s.11 e very cannon's mouth to obey 

Miller, in his romantic style, sketched him thusly 

in his poem, "With Walker in Nicaragua.:" 

A piercing eye, a princely air 
A presence like a chevalier ' 
Half angel and half Lucifer; 
Sombrero black, with plume of snow 
That swept his long silk locks below· 
A red serape with bars of gold ' 
All heedless falling, fold on fold 
A sash of silk, where flashing swu:i.g 
A sword as swift as serpent's tongue 
In sheat~ of silver chased in gold; ' 
And Spanish spurs with bells of steel 
That dash'd and dangled at the heel; 
A face of blended pride and pain, 
Of mingled pleading and disdain, 
With shades of glory and of grief-
The famous filibuster chief.I~ 

An odd parallel is found here, for Miller's com

parison with Lucifer was an echo of Walker's own feelings. 

In an address found in his "The Unity of Art, 11 he cited 

Paradise Lost and Milton's characterization of Lucifer as 

magnificent. His admiration of the Miltonian Satan is for 

11Jamison, .2£• ill•, P• 18. 

12Joaquin Miller, s8n~ .2.£ ~ Sierras, (Chicago: 
Morrill , Higgins and Co., l 9 ), P• 30. 



33 
his power and 

11
the unc onquerable will, 11 not in lauding the 

evil aspe c t of t he fight .13 

I n prose , Joaquin Miller again characterized his 

hero: 

General Walker was the cleanest man in word and 
deed I ever knew. He never used tobacco in any 
form, never drank anything at all, except water, and 
always ate most sparingly. He never jested and I 
cannot recall that I ever saw him smile. He was very 
thin of flesh and of most impressive presence, 
especially when on the firing line. At such times 
he was simply terrible, his gray eyes expanding and 
glittering like broken steel with the range of 
battle. He was, in the eyes of his Californians, 
truly the 'bravest of the brave•. 

The strange combination of grotesque outward appearance 

and inner strength merged into the "prince of American 

15 
filibusters." 

t 11 (Nashville 
13william Walker, "The Uni ii of Ar , , 

Tenn.: A. Nolan, Pub., 1848), P• • 
II 

uTh t Night in Nicaragua, 
14-Joaquin Miller, a 

(Sunset Magazine ), P• 564. 

15 Allen, .2.E.• ~•' P• 23. 



CHAPTER V 

PRELUDE TO NICARAGUA 

How had William Walker emerged from the cocoon of 

a nonentity t o a historical figure of note? How had a 

man too reticent and retiring to face a co~troom barrage 

i n New Orleans become a leader of men in California in the 

short s pace of three years? Had his abortive attempt to 

t ake Lower California and Sonora from the Mexicans in 1853 

brought a lust for power to the forefront, or was the 

latent zeal of the crusader roused from its dormant state 

and fanned into an unquenchable flame? 

Walker himself perhaps gives the most adequate 

answer. "Unless a man believes there is something great 

for him to do, he can do nothing. Hence so many captains 

and reformers of the world have relied on fate and the 

stars. A great idea springs up in a man's soul; it agi

tates his whole being, transports him from the ignorant 

present and makes him feel the future in a moment-----Why 

should such a revelation be made to him-----if not that he 

t . 9 nl 
should carry it into prac ice. 

1 The World and William Walker, 
Albert z. Carr, - -~- -2 

(New York : Harper and Row, 1963), P• • 



William Walker •s abortive attempt in 1853 to talce 

the Mexican provinces of Lower California and Sonora is 

noteworthY only in that it proved him to be a leader of 
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men and that his confidence in himself and his men was 

unshakable, no matter how overwhelming the odds against him 

were. This area, the most loosely held of all Mexican 

territory, appeared highly desirable to self-styled con

quistadores, and the enthusiasts of Manifest Destiny looked 

toward this province with lustful eyes. The varied 

attempts made to acquire it well illustrate the point of 

scorn Americans felt for international agreements, bound

aries and rights. The "shirt sleeves" diplomacy of the 

lively fifties often bowed to, or even augmented, the 

hopes of adventurers bent on conquest. Walker's venture 

into Mexico was only one of several during this period, 

all of which ended in failure. 

To Californians of this era, hostility and contempt 

were the proper emotions for the Mexican neighbors who were 

often victims of the Apache and the Comanche. The very 

hopelessness of this crusade may have appealed to the 

daring and adventurous• Doubleday related his account of 

this venture in this manner: 
. ker) emigrated to California 

In 1850 he (i.e. Wal San Francisco Herald. He 
and became editor.of thee Crescent of New Orleans. 
had previously edited th . to raise a band of 
His first military_expio~tt~:sMexican states of 
men with which he inva e 



Lower California and S 
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of this expedition waso~ora . The professed object 
Sonora against the de r e~ P:otect the people of 
which the Mexican gov~ ations of the Apache Indians 
had failed to do. rmnent and that of the state ' 

It is true that no auth . 
governments had been obta~~~ty from.either of these 
Walker 's subsequent career , and, in_the light of 
the attainment of supreme' we may e~ily see that 
spring of action the re tpo~e: for himself was the 
being entirely s~bsid" s raining of.the Apaches 
hi h 1 iary • From various causes 

w c a ess sanguine or less f 1 . , 
have for~seen------- ear ess man might 
f . 1 ~ , the attempt was a complete ai ure. 

Thus wrote Doubleday, the acid critic, the petulant and 

jealous contemporary of Walker. 

In 1854, Nicaragua was a scene of bloody civil 

war (a not unusual state of affairs in Central .American 

republics) which had prevailed in Nicaragua intermit

tently since 1830. A country of about 260,000 population, 

the depredations of war were such in the Republic of 

Nicaragua that the ratio of males to females was one to 

seven. Impressment into the armed forces on one side or 

the other was the rule and terror tactics in regard to 

prisoners included bayonetting or burning victims, 

especially the wounded. The country was almost totally 

without a system of finance, and international credit was 

20 w Doubleday Reminiscences £f ~ Filibuster 
• • y' k G p Putnam's 0ons, 1886), 

~ in Nicaragua, (New or: • • 
p . lOt>. 



non- existent . 3 I t was a state of nth 1· . 
e po 1.ticos ruling 

and feeding well, the peons drudg1.·ng 4 and starving . 11 The 
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cons ervative "calzados , 11 those who wore 
shoes, were con-

temptuous of the bare foot bbl ra e and despised foreigners 
as uncouth barbarians.5 

The background of the revolution which broke out 

on May 5, 1854 in Nicaragua was a factional fight for 

contr ol of the government. Don Fruto Chamorro, elected 

pres i dent in 1851, was ambitions for another term of 

off ice. Leader of the Legitimists, he had the support of 

the church and most of the aristocrats. His opposition 

was Don Francisco Castellon, choice of the Liberal, or 

Democratic, party. In the election of 1853, both parties 

claimed victory and the Legitimists seated their president 

at Granada, the capital city which was about the size of 

San Francisco and which lay in the southern half of Nica

ragua. The Democrats raised the clamor that Chamorro had 

been seated illegally and installed Castellon as president 

3James Cars,on Jamison, ~ Walker~ Nicaragua, 
(Columbia: E.W. Stephens Pub. Co., 1909), P• l5. 

4 The Filibuster, (New York: Laurence Greene, 
Bobbs Merrill Co., 1937), p.SS. 

The 

5 B W zs of War (Boston: 
James Jeffrey Rochet y- a8 - -' 

Small , Maynard and Co., 1901;, P• 9 • 



i n the provi ncial capi tal at Leo h . h . 
n , w i c dominated t he 
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northe r n half of t he country c t 11 • as e on was t hen arres t ed 
by the Le gitimist army and banished 

, whence he took refuge 

in neighboring Honduras, being graciously received there 

by the president of that country, Cabanas. On Chamorro's 

proclaiming himself president for two terms, Castellon and 

thir ty- s ix followers returned to the city of Leon, whose 

i nhabi t ants rallied to his support. Though Chamorro died 

in March 1855, the strength of this party was in no way 

weakened and a new president, Don Jose Estrada, who was a 

staunch Le gitimist, continued the war from Granada. The 

Democrats were near dispair as several military defeats 

had severely weakened them and their desperate situation 

seemed insoluble without foreign help. Generals Jerez and 

Munoz, for the Democrats each in his turn, sought to 

contract aid from both American and foreign groups, as did 

t he Legitimists under Corral, and each side was partially 

successful, for foreign elements served in both the 

opposing armies. 6 

Back in San Francisco, Byron Cole, owner of the 

had employed William Walker as editor Commercial Advisor, 

of his paper. 
ideas and ideals The two men had common 

Concern for t he destiny of Nicaragua. i n t heir avid 
Cole, 



an ex-Bostonian edi tor had v· •t 
, i s i ed the Democratic camp 

in Nicaragua and had at tempted t d 
0 raw up a contract. At 

the same time Jere z had made one t 
or wo offers to other 
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gro ups in seeking aid for the struggling faction. Thomas 

Fisher, c. c. Hornsby, Julius de Brissot, 
and Henry Crabbe, 

the latter a Nashvillian and a schoolmate 
of Walker's, had 

visited Nicaragua and had explored the possibilities in 

bot h t he Legitimist and Democratic camps. Eventually a 

cont ract was made with Jerez and this group, but Crabbe 

decided against the venture at the last moment.7 Cole, 

now acting as Walker's emissary, persuaded the three to 

join him and the pact was made. Cole now contracted for 

three hundred American 11 colonists liable for military duty11 

in return for extensive land and the privilege of becoming 

citizens.8 Though badly organized, the Vesta, bearing 

Walker and his men, set sail for Nicaragua on May 4, 1855. 

Short of money, with antiquated equipment, with but fifty

eight of the contracted three hundred 11 colonists, 11 the 

mission was successfully launched, though not without 

Port Off1·ci'als who sought to restrain harassment from U.S. 

mi litaristic ventures in the name of neutrality. 

71aurence Greene' The Filibuster, ( New York: 
Bobbs Merrill Co., 1937), p-;---63. 

The 

Scarr,~• £1.!., PP• 91-97. 
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William Walker and his fifty-eight 9 Immortals were 

a true cross section of the America of the 185o•s. From 

every part of the Union, from every walk of lif~, for a 

multitude of reasons, with a mUltiplicity of aims and 

dreams , the face of each turned southward. These men of 

California had only two things in connnon; namely, iron 

nerves and dauntless courage. They are pictured by his

torian and biographer in the same light as their leader, 

all black or all shining white with no intermittent shades 

of grey. Greene saw them thusly: 

Walker always thought of his soldiers as noble 
regenerators -- as an army with banners -- but he 
led little better than a gang. The men knew no 
discipline. They had come here to fight and sedf8e 
and kill. They would pl'Wlder, given any chance. 

From a popular newspaper of the day ca.me this 

description: 

The appearance of Walker and his men ~s ~ruly 
striking and reminds one of novel.descriptions of 
forest b;igands. Their dress consists of he~vy 
felt hats, with red ribbons, blue wo~llent~!ic!round 
shirts, coarse pants and heavy boot~i~es an~ a 
their waists contains revolver and_ ed, Many of 
rifle in hand finds them full~ eq~p~amilies and 
them a:e perfect ~e~~;~~e~;0~ c~:ge of fortune in 
education, w~o, n f C lifornia have been 
the fluctuating land O a ' 

9rbid . 

lo ·t P• 65. Greene,~• £2:.._•, 



induced to embrace this hazard .. 
t hey are a brave body of men.l~us expedition. Truly 

Jamison, himself a filibuster and a romanticist, 

wrote in this manner of his comrades: 

Many we:e dra'Wl; to Nicaragua by the desire for 
adventure in ~oreign land, land that had felt the 
tread of Spanish ~onqui~t~dores in centuries long 
past , where beautiful cities with palaces and 
cathedrals had risen under the patronage of the 
Spanish crown, and where country estates stretched 
league upon league to the horizon. Such were the men 
who took service under Walker, and were led by him 
in his desperate struggles to make real a dream that 
might have dazzled the great Corsican himself.i2 

He concludes: 

Many of the adventurous followers that General 
Walker drew to his banner were men of lively imagi
nation and much physical prowess, susceptible to the 
charms of beautiful women and acquainted with the 
pleasures of elegant society. In a remoter age 
their very temperament would have led them to fight 
the Saracenic hosts of Saladin or, again, to risk 
their lives against the Moors in Spain. Though, 
occasionally there may have been found a Falstaff, 
yet there w~re men who ~ould have been1~orthy the 
companionship of the knightly Chandos. 

General Charles Francis Henningsen is quoted as 

saying: 

I have heard two greasy privates disputing over the 
correct reading and comparative merits of Aeschylus 

llsan Francisco Times, Oct. 25, 1955. 

. With Walker in Nicaragua, 
12Jarnes Carson Jamison, -a 1909J, P• 13. 

(Columbia: E. w. Stephens Pub. o., 



~d Euripide s •. r ~ve seen a soldier on guard 
i ncessant l y scribbling str ips of paper which turned 
out t o be a finely versif ied translati;n~pf his 
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dog ' s - eared copy of t he Divina Comm.edia .u+ - -- ____ , 
and later in life f ol lowing Confederate service in the 

bloodies t battles of the Civil War he said, 

If I had been allowed to pick five thousand of the 
bravest Confederate or Federal soldiers I ever saw, 
and could resurrect and pit one thousand of such men 
as lie beneath the orange trees of Nicaragua, I 
fe e l that the thousand would have scattered and 

15 utterly routed the five thousand within an hour. 

J oaquin Miller eulogizes them thus: 

What strange, strong bearded men are these 
He led toward the tropic seasJ 
Men sometimes of uncommon birth, 
Men rich in histories untold, 
Who boasted not, though more than bold, 
Blown from the four. parts of the earth. 

Men mighty-thew•d as Samson was, 
That had been kings in any cause, 
A remnant of the races past; 
Dark-brow'd as if in iron cast, 
Broad-breasted as twin gates of brass-
Men strangely brave and fiercely tr~e, 
Who err'd, yet bravely dared to err, 
A remnant of that early few . e 
Who held no crime or curs: or1iic 
As dark as that of cowardice. 

ay "They were Walker said of them in his terse w , 

14Greene, ~• cit., P• 193 • 

. p 193-194. 15Roche, ~• ~., P • 

Sierras, (Chicago: 6 ~ onrs of the 1 J oaquin Miller, 92 - p. 31. 
Morrill , Higgins md Co., 1 ' 



all young men. and youth is apt 
to err in pulling down 
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before it is ready to build 
up. But they were men, also, 

f ull of military fire and th· 
irsting for military reputa-

tion. 1117 Of a certainty he d d . en owe them with qualities of 

Steadfastness , courage and· · l.Illagination • "They were most 

of them men of strong character, tired of the hum-drum of 

common life, and ready for a career which might bring them 

the sweets of adventure or the rewards of fame. 1118 

Perhaps every statement made about the components 

of Walker's hodge-podge army is true. He attracted to his 

banner some criminal and lawless elements, some elite and 

many in-between. They came from far and near, and they 

represented a cross-section of humanity as does any army. 

In a skirmish, one of Walker's patrols was ambushed and 

several were captured and shot. Of these, six were United 

States citizens, three came from Ireland, three from 

Germany, two from France, one from Italy, one from Corfu, 

one from Samas, one from Panama and one from Cuba. Perhaps 

nine out of ten came from California, or from men who had 

migrated to California, and they boasted that "California 

bama: 

17w•11· Walker War in Nicaragua, (Mobile, Ala-
i iam , 0-0 ., I8'6o), p. 23. s . H. Goetzel and 

lBibid., P• J2. 

19Roche, .212,• ill•, P• 128• 



was t he pick of the world and that th 
ey were t he pick of 

California . 11 19 

An estimated gue · 
ss is that five thousand Ameri cans 

who served under Walker died in Nicaragua from disease or 

from battle . This figure may not be impressive but it 

represents five-sevenths of the total figure who died in 

t he entire American Revolution.20 

An extended list of names of persons long dead can 

grow tedious, but a recounting of some few who figured 

prominently in action or whose names are well lmown per

haps is in order. Their names are recorded by practically 

every historian who wrote about the filibuster war, and a 

selected few are mentioned here along with their place of 

residence, when known. 

Anderson, Major Frank New York-Mexican War Veteran. 

Clinton, DeWitt 

Cole, Byron 

Crocker, T:i.rnothy 

New York-Descendant of famous 
political family. 

Boston, Mass. Editor. 

Veteran of Sonora campaign. Killed 
f R • Walker des-at Battle o iva~ • "the heart of 

cribed him as having 

20Ibid., P• 193. 



Davidson, Ge orge R. 

de Goic ouria, Domingo 

Doubleday, Charles 

Fayss oux , c. Irvine 

Gilman, Charles 

Henningsen, Gen. 
Charles Fredrick 

Hornsby, C. C. 

Jamison, James c. 

Jones, Dr. Alexander 

Kewen, Achilles 
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al ' II 

ion and said his death wa II a 
loss hardl y to be repaired. 11 ~1 
Frankfort, Ky.-Mexican War Veteran. 

Cuba-Often called "the liberator." 

Ohio-British by birth-Commissary 
officer on Walker's staff. Author. 

Walker's only naval commander-His 
ship was the Granada. His paternal 
grandfather had been chief surgeon 
of the Carolina forces in the 
American Revolution, while his 
maternal grandfather, General Irvine, 
had commanded a division under 
Washington at the crossing of the 
Delaware. 

Baltimore, Md. one legged veteran 
of the Sonora campaign. Later 
lawyer and legislator in California. 

Belgian by birth-Served on Ko~suth's 
staff. A trained and accomplished
man of arms. Walker 11 never had 
cau.se to regret the confidence.he 
laced in the capacity.of ~ez:ning

p n22 Later served in Civil War. sen. 

Mexican War Veteran. 

Missouri-Author. 

Had made an extensiv~ hunt in the 
Indian Ocean for buried treasure. 

Killed in A veteran of Sonora. said of 
battle of Rivas, Walker 

~• ill_., P• 53. 2lwalker, ~ in Nicaragua, 

22I bi d., PP• 300-301. 



Leslie , Samuel 

Miller , Joaquin 

Hudler, A. F. 

Schlessinger, Louis 

Stanley, Walter 

Sutter, W. A. 

Tabor, John 

Von Natzmer 

Walker, James 

h . II • 
im, His chivalrous · 

have weighed against spirit would 
common men." 2J a host of 

Capt · · 
tt ain in Walker I s army-Called 
Cherokee Sam," he was a full

blooded Cherokee Indian. 

Poet and dramatist. 
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Walker's next in command. Sentenced 
to_death along with Walker, his 
friends later secured his release. 

Prussian officer. 

Oregon-Present at Walker's execution. 

California-Son of discoverer of gold. 

Editor of El Nicarguense, Walker's 
newspaper. 

Prussian cavalry officer. 

Youngest sibling of William Walker. 
Died of yellow fever. 

Ward, Fredrick Townsend 
Later in China, he won fame as Chief 
Commander of Taiping Rebellion. 

To this list should be added William V. Wells, 

Consul General of Honduras and grandson of Samuel Adams who 

extended aid in many forms to Walker, though he did not 

engage in active fighting. 

group? 

the t aciturn Walker have to such a What appeal did 

1
·s little question that he dominated, 

Certainly there 

23 . Ibid ., p. 53. 



that he , and he alone was i 
, n c ornmand of his army• In 

his altercation with Doubleday, 
as an example, it was 
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Doubl eday who resigned. w 1 a ker says of this . incident that 
Doubleday had given an uninvited opinion and that he had 

informed his commissary that when hi· s . . opinion was needed 

he would ask for it. "It was of the first necessity," 

Walker said, 
11 
for the force to feel that it had but one 

head. 1124 

William Walker's appeal was that age-old appeal 

of praise compounded with the ability to inspire men to 

the heights. No cold, haughty tyrant could have inspired 

a handful of men and held their devotion. He filled them 

with a sense of duty, importance and dedication that sus

tained and uplifted them. Walker himself revealed that he 

tried constantly to fill them with the idea that, though 

they were few in number, they were "the precursors of a 

movement destined to affect materially the civilization of 

the whole continent. Thus filled with the importance of 

the events in which they were participating, the Falange 

became capable of performing worthily the part assigned 

them. 1125 

24rbid., p. 107. 

25
Ibid. 
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In another pas s age , at a time when his troops were 

generally depres sed, Walker t alked to t hem of "the moral 

gr andeur of the posit i on they occupied. Alone in the 

world, without a f r iendly government t . . 
ogive even its 

sympathy, much l ess i ts aid, they had nothing to support 

them in the s t r uggle with the neighboring States save the 

J·ustice of t heir cause. Ma1i·gned b th Y ose who should have 

befr i ende d them, and betrayed by those they had benefited, 

t hey had to choose between basely yielding their rights and 

nobly dying for them. 1126 Thus by constant appeals to the 

lofty qualities of his soldiers, Walker touched the often 

deep-buried crusader and made him not only a good, but an 

inspired soldier, one who jumped into a lion's den or a 

cannon's mouth on command. He understood perfectly the 

spirit of t he men he commanded. If he adopted an attitude 

of studied formality toward his officers, it was not 

through lack of interest or concern, it was rather his 

eti quette of proper military bearing and his intense desire 

. He never wore a uniform, for for mal military discipline. 
the uniforms of their rank though many of his officers wore 

and were splendidly decked out, 
in the Uni ted States army, 

havi ng brought their own regalia with them. 



Walker invited his men to be 

movement; he urge d that they be true 

the Republic for which they fought. 
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a Part of a glorious 

to themselves and to 

Jamison recorded that 
Walker told them, on one occasion, that "the eyes of the 

civilized world were upon them, and that they would be 

praised and honored, or scorned and reviled, according to 

the record of glory or shame they achieved. I have never, n 

he concluded, 
11 
forgotten his closing sentence:: , A name is 

great only as the principle it represents makes it great. 11•27 

One institution of honor which Walker advocated was 

that of the code of dueling. In Nicaragua, Walker himself 

did not engage in this time-honored method of affairs of 

honor, though it was rather because of his high position 

than for any other reason. In the past he had often 

entered into such affairs and thoroughly approved of such 

conduct. Many of the officers, in particular, fought duels, 

and some II could no more refrain from a duel than a boy 
1128 

could keep away from a game of marbles. 

27 ·t P• 73. Jamison, ~• £-• 1 

28Ibid., P• 108 



CHAPTER VI 

QUALITIES OF LEADERS HIP 

Qualities of leadership were a vital part of the 

make - up of William Walker, unquestioned even by his severest 

critics . His abi lity to control his Palange was remarkable, 

in view of the heterogeneous groups included in it. He 

Jmew his men and their temperaments, and apparently his 

genius i n controlling them was the centerpiece on which the 

whole organization hung. He termed inaction the most trying 

single f actor with which he had to deal. The thirst for 

action he deemed a typical American characteristic. Garri

son life led to all sorts of demoralizing actions and, while 

he hims e l f was a total abstainee in regard to alcohol, 
1 drinking posed a real problem. Toward desertion he had 

no merc y, and he allowed no sentiment to be attached to 

military necessity. He termed a military execution "a good 

test of military discipline, 11 though he recognized it to be 

a r epulsive duty. 2 He expected the highest conduct from 

(Mobile, Alabama: 1william Walker, War 1:.!! Nicaragua, 
s. H. Goe t zel and Co., 18bOT, P• 77. 

2 
Ibid., p . 22. 



51 his officers and Was Usually gratified by having his 

expectations fulfil led. These r ano.om character i s tics in 

no way define t he real qualiti es of leadership Which are 

us ually associated wi t h Walker. and his contemporari es 

fowid them as e lt1sive and intangible as do his biographers. 

Doubleday stated that he possessed. 11 a character 

singularly f re e f r om the petty traits and vices of ordinary 

men, " and that he himself had II a high admiration for his 

splendid courage •
113 

He further spoke of his admiration for 

"This extraordinary man of wonderful energy. courage and 

. t ·t 114 pers onal i n egr i y. 

The v i triolic Horace Greeley wrote that Walker 

"never evinced much military or other capacity. 11 but 

"excited much admiration among the more reckless youth of 

our great cities, especially of the South. n5 

Harper's Weekly saw him otherwise: 

. 11 d Walker a hero-----We We have again and ~gain ca 1s tence an endurance, 
are obliged to :ecogn~ze a ~!~sa highe~ place in 
a resolute heroism which meded to all the knights. 
human esteem than can be cedom-----The difference is 
errant of 1!,istor! and F:~rientury hero. Who knows that ours i s a nineteen 

f the Filibuster 
3c W Doubleday, ReminispenP~tn~'s Sons. 1886). 

War in Nic~agua, (New York: G. • 
p;-iIT (Preface ) . 

o. n. 

4Ibid . , p . 105. 

fl ·ct American Con J. , 5Horace Greeley,)~ 276 
Case and Co. , 18b4- ' p, ' 

(Chicago: 



how soon he may repl 52 
diadem of a king?b ace the laurel of hero with the 

Jami.son, the staunch dm' 
a irer' wrote : 

Of t he highest int 11 t th e ectuality t s reng , and of indomit bl . 's eel-like in its 
and controlled his men .a e will power, he governed 
d~wn ~pposition, but dr!~ ~h:ay tha~ n~t only beat 
f1.del1.ty • Decision and m to h:un in unswerving 
actions and impulses. T~romptne~s marked all his 
ible character, I saw him sh~w his stern and inflex
~wn bro~her, Captain Norve~eWualcke to the ranks his 
infraction of mil't ... er~-----for an i ary discipline., 

In another passage, Jamison said "Ge 1 w 
' nera alker was a 

disciplinarian in whom stern conscience h d d a ma e compact 

with honor, and for violation of the rules of war he 

inflicted relentlessly the death penalty upon both friend 

and foe •118 

Joaquin Miller characterized him in the following 

manner: 

His dress, language and bearing were those of a 
clergyman when not on the firing line, and his whole 
time was spent in reading. He never wasted a 
moment in idle talk, never took advice~ but always 
gave commands and they must be obeyed.~ 

First and foremost, then, he enjoyed the highest 

respect among the men he led into battle. This respect 

6Harper's Weekly, Jan. 31, 1857, P• 21 • 

7James Carson Jamison, With Walker in Nicaragua, 
(Columbia : E. w. Stephens Pub.Co., 1909J,P• 20 • 

XVI, Apr., 1906, P• 558. 
9Miller, Sunset Magazine, 



stenuned from the personal attri butes 
of the man himself• 

His irreproachabl e private life 
was UilSUllied by slurs or 

stains . True , t here was gossip 
among the soldiery which 
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linked his name wi th that of a Nicaraguan 
socialite, Dona 

Carr states this was "no ord· Irena Ohoran, but 

of the f l esh . 11 lO 
inary affair 

Walker himself d use no soft speech of 

iove in his narrative account, simply stating that he 

"took up his quarters at the house of a woman of middle age, 

called generally by the people, Nina Yrena.ull uNina11 is 

t he Spanish term of endearment meaning 11 little one, u but 

Walker, by inference, never used this sobriquet in referring 

to his hostess. He endowed her, verbally, "with all the 

gravity and apparent indifference of the native race, 11 

stating that she was 11 a quick and minute observer.1112 In 

the same passage he hinted that she had been the mistress 

of a leading Legitimist, Espinosa, and that, as she was 

"fertile in resources for sending intelligence to her 

friends ,11 he soon moved to "the government house on the 

lOAlbert z. Carr, ~ World anf William Walker, 
(New York: Harper and Row, 1963), P• 37. 

1. t p 117. 
11walker, ~ ~ Nicaragua, £.E• E.-•• • 



1113 Plaza . Apparent ly a would-be Mata Har i· 

the life of the ascetic Walker.14 

54 
had no pl ace in 

Jamison, in an excell ent descr1'pt1·on 
of day-to-day 

living among the mil i tary, recounted much merry-making. 

Drinking bouts wer e frequent, regimental bands played 

stirring music , and card playing and other forms of 

gambling were very prevalent. He hastened to add, however, 

t hat "General Walker was never present at these festivities 

and if he ever drank at all, I never knew it. nl5 If Walker 

made no protest at such debaucbment among his troops, his 

pen spoke for him: 11 It would have been better for the 

discipl ine and spirit of the troops, 11 he wrote, 11 if they 

had remained less inactive and in small bodies at Granada. 

-----The quantity of liquor there, and the fondness of many 

officers for drink, not only injured the health of the 

13~. 

,1. b d to the enchantment of 
.u+I f Walker re~lli;led to e~t many of his men took 

tropical nights and smiling .~~nori ~~son, almost lyrical, 
advant age of those ~pportunidie!~ificent homes where 
describe d gr e at hac1.end1;,s an. m alth and 1uxury. The 
arist ocrat ic farail ies lived in we d brilliancy, delicacy 
soc iety he t ermed one of eleg8f~~i: of castillian blood 
and r efinement . He foun~ thearthier sisters and further 
more attr active t han theirs~ like the Lotus-Eaters, 
said that many American soldiers, 'tizens of that countrb') 
marri ed Nicaraguan women, b(~~: 0~: ~• ill•, PP• 115-11 • 
and never r eturned home. 

15Jamison, .2£• ill•, P• 118 • 



troop , but tended materially to prevent its growth in 

..,,; li tary virtue . 11 16 I t hi 
;,.._.. n s statement Walker classified 
.hi.Illself not only as physical t 

men or to his troops in his 
capacity as phys ician, but also, in the 

same sense as 
"Stonewall" Jackson or Oliver Cromwell , as moral and 
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spi ritual advisor. As minister to their bodies, during an 

outbreak of cholera, his diligent care of the stricken 

earned for him the label of II Uncle Billy" from his troops, 

which is said to have privately amused him.17 

If Walker had concern about the health of his 

troops, for his own body he showed little concern. He 

amazed both natives and soldiers by the length of his work 

day, which began at six k.M. and ended at ten P .M. In 

emergency situations he often slept not at a11.18 Greene 

stated that he was II as rigidly puritanical in his sleeping 

as in his other habits; he had contempt for the man who 

drowses on awakening and needs coffee and time to recapture 

his faculties. nl9 Above all, Walker felt the physical must 

16walker, ~ in Nicaragua, .£E• ill•, P• 178• 

17carr, .2E• ill•, p. 130. 

lBibid., p. 140. 

Th Filibuster, (New York: 
191aurence Greene, __!2~B:::::::.=.;;..---

Bobbs Merri l l Co., 1937), P• l • 

The 
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bow to the menta1 . 20 Hi d 

s escription of "a vi olent at tack 
of the fever" which render ed h im II scarcely 

able to sit up" 
indicated a serious illness yet h 

' wen he received a message 
detailing a disastrous defeat of hi t 

s roops, he immediately 
got up and boarded a boat which would bear him to his 

t . 21 
des tina i on. "The necessity for mental and moral action u 

I 

he stated, "has a wonderful effect in driving the reluctant 

body to perform the tasks the will imposes. n22 

I f Walker appeared impassive in the face of disease 

and death, he donned a mask to conceal his real feelings, 

for he referred to these implacable enemies many times in 

his writings. Once he said, 

I have seen men die in many ways. I have seen 
them gasping life away under the effects of typhus; 
I have seen them convulsed in the death agony fr?m 
the fearful blows of cholera; I have seen them sink 
to glorious rest from mortal wounds received on 
honorable fields; but I never saw the.first m~ ~~~ 
repented ~~gaging in the cause for which he yi 1 
his life. 

. h d ccupied both time and 
20His interest in mesm~r:sm ! t~e University of Penn-

thought in his study of.medicine a) This episode may well 
sylvania. (Carr, ~• ~•? Pi lO. lication of that study, or 
be an example of the prac~ica app'llpower. 
it may s imply exhibit an intense wi 

on. _cit., P• 186. 21Walker , ~ in Nicaragua, .:... 

22Ibi d. 

23rbid., P • 280. 



Again he decried t he fact that his 
officers, " zealous in 
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the pursuit of duty," and who mos t often "so,, ...,......,t 
"'e:,<L.L pos ts of 

danger" seemed more apt to be • 
victims of disease t han 

others who could have been "bette 11 ? 1, r spared.~ 

His humane qualities extended beyond his own troops 
to those of t he enemy who were wounded, sick, or captured. 

Al.most every historian who has dealt with the militaristic 

vi ew of the civil war in Nicaragua has described all too 

vi vi dly the treatment of these unfortunates at the hands of 

t he enemy. Death by bayonet or burning was a usual prac

t i ce , and Wal ker's patience was sorely tried in his attempt 

to secure humane treatment for his captured prisoners. The 

amazed Nicaraguan soldier had great difficulty restraining 

his wrath when his desire for vengeance was uppermost in 

his mind. Don Jose Maria Valle, a part Indian officer 

whose merit Walker recognized, was one of those who felt 

the lash of Walker's tongue over treatment of prisoners. 

Valle, an adept propagandist, rode II through villages and 
• II 

hamlets, 11 extolling the virtues of II the generous .Americans 

who had come to help them in their struggles against the 

Granadians • 
onfined to the men. When 

Nor was his influence c h uld carry the women 
· · t in hand e wo · d the he took h i s gui ar f 1 e or of patriotism; an 

away wit h his so~gs O ovthe women was not to be 
control he exerc i sed over 



58 despised in a countr y wh 
he f ere they t use o newspapers at t h serve to some extent 

news and forming opi nion.25 e same time scattering 

Thus spoke Walker , the journalist 
, but Walker, the militar-

ist , hesi t ated not a moment;~ pl . 
-'-U acing his Pistol at Valle's 

forehead t o emphasize that death was forthcoming if more 

prisoner s were mistreated. 

If prisoners of war received fair treatment at his 

hand, the civilian population had extended to it the same 

general courtesies. Even his most critical biographers 

call attention to this fact. A classic example of this is 

found in Granada, where the streets were well policed by 

the Falange, the women were unmolested, and the merchants 

treated fairly. 11 The Filibuster had, in some respects, 

genius, and it was demonstrated here. 1126 Of the capture 

of Granada, Jamison wrote: 11 The American element exer-

d kl."ndness under the orders of their cised gentleness an 

chief. 1127 A general statement from Joaquin Miller 

declared: 11 0n entering a town he, (Walker), as a rule, 

issued a proclamation making death the penalty alike for 

25rbid., P• 80. 

26Greene, ,2E• §•, P• 113• 

27 Jamison, -2£• ill•, P• 41+. 



59 insulting a woman, :for theft or f 
or entering a churc~, save 

as a Chris tian should. 1128 T 
he accolade of Jamison that 

"Walker was not made of the mater• 1 th 
1.a at Would bow the 

suppliant lmee to wrong in any quarter" 

picture of Walker, the conqueror.29 
fits well with this 

If Walker was humane in victory h . 
, e was l.Illpertuxb-

able in defeat . Doubleday has characterized him as a brave 

man but an inept leader and accused him of u occasioning 

frequent and useless loss of life. 11 30 The egotistical 

Doubleday wrote much of his own personal heroism, saying 

that during the battle of Rivas he took command, as Walker 

seemed stricken with a torpor. That night~ and Walker 

stood watch and Walker soon went to sleep at his post.31 

(These and other accusations are not mentioned by any other 

source, and the dispute between Walker and Doubleday 

resulted in the latter resigning from the army.) J8Illison 

described Walker as II inscrutable as a Sphinx" after the 

battle of Rivas.32 If he was disheartened it was not 

28Miller, Sunset Magazine, .2£• ill•, P• 565. 

29Jamison, .2E• ill•, P• 56• 

30noubleday, EE• ill•, P• 113• 

31Ibid., PP • 120-11.t-2. 

32Jamison, ~• _ill., P• 87 • 



apparent in either his voice or his 
face. 

The faculty for keepin . 
serving t he most placid~ hi~ own counsel and pre
greatest tribulation neve d mild demeanor under the 
peculiarity was not an af~eo~ce_forsook him; this 
naturally a part of them cation, but was as 
that composed his body :_ ~s the flesh and blood 
obstacles insurmo~tabie W rk other me~ deemed 
wave of his hand.JJ a er put aside with a 
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Wells wrote that he was a man of 
genius and quick 

comprehension and further endowed him w1.·th t d sea y perse-

verance and patience.34 Miller called him utrue as God's 

north star, and brave as Yuba's grizzlies are.1135 Those 

qualities of the Scot, tenacity, singleness of purpose, 

imperturbability, all stood him in good stead in his 

career. The steadiness of the surgeon, the strategy of 

the courtroom, the persuasiveness of the journalist he 

put to use in the supreme effort of his life in Nicaragua. 

It is impossible to sift men through a sieve and 

find the elusive ingredients that add up to leadership. 

It is even more improbable that a slight, soft-spoken man 

who passed unnoticed in crowds is coupled by hiS t0rian and 

biographer alike with Napoleon, Cortez, Savonarola, 

33Ibid., P• 31. 

34 l Walker's Expedition~ 43ica-
William V. Wel s, & Townsend, 1856), P• • 

ragua, (New York: Stringer 

· t p 29. 
3r: sierras, .Ql2.• £.L•, • 

/ Miller, Songs.££~ 



Cromwell and "Stonewall" Jack 
son, but contemporaries and 

Present day writers have often used such 
comparisons. 

similarities do exist; like Napole on, he 
was small in 
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Stature and believed implicitly in hi d t· 
s es iny; like Cortez 

he headed an army of volunteers and conquered in Central 

.America; like the last three, he was an ascetic, though 

there is no record of his ever preaching a sermon, singing 

a psalm, or praying before battle. The men in his command 

valued his courage and tenacity; his captives gave thanks 

for his humanity; his Nicaraguan allies applauded his 

industry and perseverance. But these qualities have been 

found in other men who never had a following, who were 

never leaders of men. Some more vital element lay con

cealed in the person of William Walker. 

, 



CHAPTER VII 

WALKER , THE NICARAGUAN 

It is the opinion herein held that 
William Walker 

from the moment he set foot on the so·l f . 
i O Nicaragua, 

became more native than the wealthiest grandee or the 

lowest peon . Nicaragua became to him th . mo er, wife and 

country; to this new love he offered his love, his life 

and his most sacred honor. He had not felt this in his 

attempt at taking Sonora; when defeat was obvious, he 

sought escape. In Nicaragua, the odds were never too 

great; three times he only sought return when forced to 

leave. This love for Nicaragua became meat and drink, 

, 

air and water. Not blind and insatiable ambition, not 

dictator mania, not expansion of slavery, nor yet a super

stitious regard for destiny ~otivated Walker in Nicaragua. 

The thesis to be proven here is that William Walker had 

found his home, his vocation, his avocation, his family, 

his place in life. The wanderer roamed no more; the 

vacillating doctor-lawyer-journalist was a man of purpose, 

. . d himself and others. If 
and to that purpose he sacrifice 

he used lesser men in his paramount scheme and laid the 

offering to the land of 
Victims on the altar, it was a holy 

. to be extinguished 
Nicaragua . The flame of devotion was 



onlY at Truxillo on September 
12, 1860. 
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Walker, 

task. 

To probe the heart of 
a man as r eticent as William 

undemonstrative and in t 
s cru able , i s a di fficult 

Perhaps no man ever eXb.ibited 
less of the egoti st 

than he . His account of the war has 
completely eliminated 

self except in a f ew i nstances; it is even written in the 

impersonal third person. His only other published work 

teems with abstract i ons and lack of personal comment. For 

this reason, students of Walker have taken him at face 

value with lit tle effort at probing for the inner secrets 

behind the Sphinx-like facade. 

The f i r s t hint of Walker's feelings is found in 

his descript ion of the countryside on his initial entry. 

Jamison , Miller and Doubleday all had lyrical entries 

regarding the beauty of this tropical paradise, if this 

point should be in question, but in Walker, such rhapsodies 

are a r are and dis tinct departure from his usual prosaic 

speech . These three frequently engaged in emotional dis

courses , but such verbiage is foreign to Walker's stY1e• 

(The s cene) was a vision of enchantmen~ •. The 
l . full view and rising 

lake of Nicaragua ay J.n a; the tall 
from it , as Venus from th~ sea, T~e dark forests 
and graceful cone of Omotipe~de of the volcano, 
of the tropics clothed th~ sithe influence of 
which seemed t o repose un_etrl 
the soft sunshine around 1 • 

(Mobile, Alabama: 
l . Nicaragua, 
William Walker , ~ E! 49 

S. H. Goet zel and Co ., 18°01, P• • 



ThUS , in his first view of t h 64 
eland, Walker used the love 

goddess for a comparison . 

A second and telling point in r egard 
to Walker's 

iove of coW1try i s his adopti on of 
Catholicism. Later 

write r s have argued this point, but have overlooked or 

deemphas i zed certain bits of evidence that . 
seem conclusive. 

Walker, by heritage a Protestant h d b b , a een rought 

up by a stern f a t her in a stern faith.2 All through his 

years he had not wavered in his religious convictions. In 

his address de l ivered to the Alumni Society of the Univer

s i ty of Nashvi lle on October 3, 1848, he had stated, 

"Religion keeps alive the sacred flame of virtue that 

burns from age to age in the breasts of the great and the 

good. 113 During his ill-fated venture into Lower California 

i n 1853, he wrote, 11 And for the success of our enterprise, 

we put our trust in Him who controls the destinies of 

nations. 11 4 A further statement regarding the same cause 

2 . • w lker after gradua-
Acc or d i ng to one hi3tor:a.I: 1 ::Ud b~came a member of 

tion from c ollege, professed re~igionhurch (William A. 
t he Christian (Disciples 0 ~ Chr7st ) C(New York: The Mac
Scroggs , Filibusters and Financ~~rs' tated he joined the 
Millan Co., 1916 ), p. "'12') • Ano ~~n s ( Jane Thomas, Old 
Baptist Church s oon after graduati ~ s.;,...,g• 1895), p. 78.) 

• ht page mis ., . .u • Dazs in Nashville , (copyrig 
- . f Art n Appendix 31, 

3William Walker, "T:elUni~~b~, 1848), P• 17. 
(Nashville Tennessee: A. 0 an , 

nn cit., P• 33. 
4 . n ~N::.ic:.:a:;;;;r_a_g_u_a, .:;.,.;.. • -

William Walker,~~ 



avow d, "Religion Will be re 65 
spected and all Will be 

h · encou-
raged int eir reverence of the Great B. 

eing Without whose 
aid all earthly purposes fail. 11 5 . 

No writer has questioned 
that William Walker was a man wi·th d 

eep re1i· gi· ous convic-
tions • 

The petty point of whether Walke 
r converted to 

catholicism, and if he did, whether it was 
due to personal 

conviction or to political expedi·ency, has often been 
raised. In his book he wrote, 

It is very acceptable for me to hear that the 
authority of the Church will be used in favor of 
the existing Government. Without the aid of 
religious sentiments and religious teachers there 
can be no good government; for the fear of God is 
the foundation of all social and political organi
zation. In God I put my trust for the success of 
the cause in which I am embarked and for the main
tenance of the principles I advocate. Without His 
aid all human efforts are unavailing, but with ~is 6 divine assistance, a few may triumph over a legion. · 

Implied in every way is Walker's acceptance of the authority 

of the Church in its policies. 

Perhaps the most telling statement made by Walker 

on the religious issue is the following: "Although Walker 

had been educated a Protestant, he had no objection to 

Cruc1·rix· --the symbol of salvation to kneeling before the 

5Ibid. 

6r bid., P• J.43. 



. t ' 11 7 66 
all Chris i ans • Such universalism was not a 

concept held 
by t hose Protestant sects with whom Walker 

supposedly 
affiliated. On t he day following Walker •s 

capture of 
Gr anada, he attended eight o'clock mass, though he was, as 

yet, no Catholic .
8 

The same source stated that after 

Walker finished his book, (i.e., ~ in Nicaragua,} he 

suddenly converted to Catholicism. "He had been reared in 

a strict Protestant atmosphere, but he had belonged to no 

church at any time in his life. 11 9 That he should seek to 

unite with the Church at this time is called an attempt to 

appease the Central Americans.10 

A Nashville newspaper in a front page story reported 

this obituary notice: 

Captain James Walker, Company A, 2nd L~gh~ Infantry 
Battalion, youngest brother of General_(W1.ll1.~}d 
Walker was killed in action after hav1.ngfarr1.~ 
in Nic~agua only edihg~t :~~k:.n~e~~~; • sa~~~~~t w!s death, he confesse ims 

7Ibid., p. 131. 

8 The Filibuster, (New York: Laurence Greene, ~;::.=.::..;;;..~-
1937) -p. lJJ+. Bobbs Merrill Co., , 

The 

lOGreene, 1.2£• ill• 



67 
Catholic Church . administered by the 

was to be buried as 

Not only William Walker 

a true bel' •. His last wish 
iever in that religion.11 

, 
it would appear. 

but also his brother , converted, 

Jamison stated that General W alker was "consti-
tutionally temperate in his habits, f • 

0 innate refinement, 
and in religion a Roman Cathol;c.1112 

~ Joaquin Miller also 

affirmed Walker's religious affiliation, writing that, 
11 He lived and died a devout Roman Catholic. n,13 

In the records dealing with Walker's execution, 

most authorities concede he was attended by two priests 

and that his last moments appeared to have been engaged 

in "earnest religious devotions. 11 14 Jamison, who had the 

account from an eye-witness, stated that he 11 carried a 

crucifix in his hand, being a Catholic. ul.5 

Apparently William Walker, then, departed from his 

religious heritage of unyielding Protestantism and gave 

his full devotion to the faith of his adopted homeland. 

llNashville Republican Banner, June 8, 1855. 
. W'th Walker in Nicaragua, 12James Carson Jamison, ~ -----=~- - 19 

(Colmnbia: E. W. Stephens Pub. vo., 1909), P• • 

13 . M' 11 "That Night in Nicaragua, n (~-
Joaquin i ~r, • 564. 

~ Magazine, XVI, April, 1906), p 

14scroggs , 2.£• ill•, P• 391• 

15Jamison, £E• ill•, P• 176• 



He had written : "'By the cross thou 68 

shalt conquer' is as 
clearly written in the pages of hit 

s ory as when the start
led emperor s aw it bl 

azing in letters of light athwart the 
1116 

heavens, and Walker had, in his quest, 
conquered not 

onlY t he cross but also by the rosary. 

On coming to Nicaragua, William Walker 
did not, as 

he had done at Sonora, come uninvited. The contract which 

Byron Cole had made with the Democratic faction not only 

offered emoluments of land but also conferred citizenship. 

Jamison wrote, "Walker and all his men made a simple 

declaration of intention and each became a citizen of 

Nicaragua entitled to all rights and privileges. 1117 

Doubleday, who had been in Nicaragua and had been offered 

similar considerations, said that both Walker and his 

"colonists II were to receive grants of land and all were to 

. d . t. 18 become naturalize ci izens. A grant of fifty-two thou-

sand acres was made to the citizen-colonists and they "were 

liable for military duty. 1119 Wells, the grandson of Samuel 

War · 
- J.n p. 67. 

16walker War in Nicaragua, .2£• ill•, P• 43o. , __ 
17Jamison, E.E• .£!!., P• 26• 

. . of the Filibuster 
18c. w. Doubleday, Rem~ni~ce~~~~am1s sons, 1886), 

Nicaragua, (New York: • • 

and William Walker, 
19Albert Z. Carr,~ World 72 

(New York: Harper and Row, 1953), P, • 



Adams , spoke with a fire equa.J. to that of his 69 
sire when he 

answered Walker ' s critics : 

Let those who brand the 
as a movement of filibusteradvent of General Walker 
Central America at the r stremember that he visited 
most eminent men of the epeated solicitation of the 
her most distinguished p:~~o~!.~d recognized among 

At t he same time he eulogized Walker as a liberator. 

After the fall of Granada, a treaty was drawn up 

between t he warring factions and both Legitimists and Demo-

crats agreed to live up to the terms of the agreement made 

with Walker and his colonists. 

The act of 23 October was, therefore, in the 
fullest sense of the word, an act of the sovereignty 
of Nicaragua; and therefore no party had the right 
to say that the A.rnericans were domiciled in the 
State and engaged in its military service without 
its consent.21 

But peace did not come easily to a country so long 

engaged in fratricidal war. Doubleday stated that Walker's 

policies never fostered any measures that looked to a real 

peace, but this disgruntled author's opinion was not held 

by Jamison or other contemporaries.22 The Nashville 

R July 19, 18cc stated in a terse notice 
epublican Banner of // 

that President Rivas of Nicaragua had fled and had placed 

d·t· n to Nica-
20William V • Wells, Walker's Exae 1856T p ~ 

(New York: Stringer and Townsen ' ' • 

a on cit., P• 1.34. 
21walker War in Nicaragu , .:;... • -, --
22noubleday, .2E• ill•, P• 

164• 



all power in the hands of G 70 
eneral Walker, Who 

had pr oclaimed 
martial law until an election couJ.d 

be held. Citi zen 
Walker was now unofficial head f 

o government. At t , his time, 
walker was petitioned by many citizens f b 

0 oth parties to 
assume the Presidency, but he t 

s eadfastly refused.23 The 
man who considered himself th 

e apostle of democracy would 
in no wise accept the position of diet t 

a or. As events later 
proved, such a coup d'etat was wholly unn ecessary, for at 

the polls, Walker was the choice of the electorate. Walker, 
5 

Indian fr i ends were not munindful of his help against the 

Legitimis t aristocracy, and among these his majority was 

heavy. These same Indians had given rise to one of those 

l egends t hat prove so colorful in the lives of historical 

f igure s . Shortly after Walker captured Granada, a group of 

Indians, primi tives from a mountainous sector of the 

country, re ques t ed an audience with him. On being granted 

permission t o s ee him for several moments they sat quietly, , . 

peer ing intentl y into his face. At last, satisfied with 

what they had seen, they rose and solemnly informed him 

that he was the long awai ted redeemer who was to bring the 

ht This redeemer was to people of Nic aragua into the lig • 

·t·on of honor which had been help them regain t heir posi 1 

23 ·t P• 164. Doubleday, ..2£• ~-, 



wrested .from them by the Spa. 71 
. ni a:rds . The messiah Would be 

easily r ecogn i zed , they averred . 
, by his brilliant grey 

eyes . After for mal recognition by the 
group, the Indians 

took their departure and left Walker with the 
sobriquet 

which has ever since been coupled w4th his 
... name , 11 the 

gr ey- eye d man of dest iny. 11
24 

In a field of four candidates, Walker received a 

landslide majority . The final count showed Walker 15,8J5 

with Ferrer, his c l osest rival, receiving 4,41i-7. The 

coming inauguration was described in this manner: 

The President, who is to be inaugurated this 
day, has no other wish than the welfare of the 
Republic at heart, and his commanding abilities 
and unflinching ne:rve will enable him to guide 
the Ship of State with precision through the 

5 r ocks and s hoals that threaten to beset her. 2 

The Nashville Republican Banner vividly described the 
26 

inauguration of J uly 12, 1856, in the flag-decked Plaza. 

(The Britis h f l ag was purposefully omitted, in view of 

that nation• s h os t ility to the "fili buster, 11 
a term much 

used by that nation to discredit a movement which might 

th feeble goverrunents of the destroy their dominance over · e 

24c arr , .2E • ill• , PP• J.41-142 • 

25New Orleans ~ Delta, July 26, 1856. 

Aug. 1, 1856. 
26Nashville Republican Banner, 



west Indies and Central America . )27 
From a l egal vi ew

point , Walker 's title was now as s ound as 
that of any 

prince or president in the world. 
Even foreign recog

nition was not too f ar distant, for the United States 
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minister, Colonel John H. Wheeler, 
on an order of Secretary 

Marcy to extend recognition to the R. 
ivas government, 

carried out his instructions after President Walker had 

been inaugurated. He duly tendered to that nation the good 

wishes and felicitations of the United states Governrnent.28 

Thus by every law in the world, William Walker had 

a perfect right to consider himself as a true citizen of 

Nicaragua. He had been naturalized, his military position 

had been legalized, and he had now been duly elected 

president, with formal recognition by his powerful neighbor 

to the north. In a speech to his soldiers he spoke of 

having voluntarily expatriated himself, and to him this was 

no idl e talk;. Walker sincerely considered himself a Nica-

raguan. Even the Congress of the United States considered 

him to be an expatriate. Senator Douglas in a speech 

s t ated : 
C 1 .f rnia on his first 

When Wal ker ~ent from adib~came'naturalized 
expedition to Nicaragua, an 

27noubleday, .2E• ill•, P• 62 • 

Of war, (Boston: 
he By-Ways __ 

28James J effrey Roe , :=Jl---~2~ 
Small , Maynard and Co., 190l), P• 14- • 



there, he was from t hat 
ragua, and not a ci tizenm~ment a c~tizen of Nica
You have no more right t f the United St at es 
of the United States th O ~reat Walker as a citizen 
follow an I r i shman t o t~ reat Br i tain has to 
a British subject , after ~ec~:itry and claim he is 
her e .-----Walker is a N· s been naturalized 

S . icaraguan and n t can . 1.nce he has been Pr . 0 an Ameri-
organi zed as such it is tesid

1
entt of that Republi c, 

h t h • . . ' oo a e for us t d t a e is a CJ. t i zen of t hat t o eny 
t hat he is an American citize~~~ ry, or to claim 

Ever after , when f ortune turned against him, and he was 

forced to leave the country, his every plan was toward 

return . Senator Seward vehemently decried the fact that 

Walker had expressed his determination to return to 

Ni caragua. 

No mat t er who may interfere, or what may be the 
f orm of interposition, whether it be legal or 
illegal, whether it be at home or abroad, armed 
or unarmed, he (Walker) is determined to renew 
prosecut ion of his unlawful design, and continue 
it to a successful end.jO 
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And on his third and final return, on being captured by a 

British naval officer on September 3, 1860, his instruc

t ions t o his men were that they were to claim the protection 

of United States citizens. For himself, however, when he 
II W° 11 • 

presented his arms to his captor, he stated, I am 1. 1.am 

Th Debates Proceedings, 
29The Congressional Globe-~ Thirt' -fifth 

Laws, Etc .ClT the ist ~ ~ Sjsilli°~s,Rives Yl858, Vol. 27, 
'C"ongress: ITT tyof Wasn1.ng11on, 0 • ' 

Part One , p . 22 ., Jan. 7, 1858. 

JOi bid., p . 219. 



Walker , President of Nicaragua . 11 31 

Those who have 1 re egat ed Will iam Walker to the 
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ranks of a f ilibuster , a p 
ower-crazed dictator, or a ruth-

less Caesar , must s omehow have failed to evaluate his 

Progr am of reform for Nicaragua. B t 
0 h his domestic and 

foreign progr ams were sincere efforts to improve the posi-

tl· on of his c ountry. He made t no secre of the fact that 

the Centr al American states should be united, for the flag 

of Nic aragua boasted five stars to symbolize the proposed 

uni on and bore the legend "Five or None." His real purpose 

was an empire in the tropics, with himself as the central 

figure. 32 Such a confederacy, he felt, would stabilize the 

national government and bring international prestige to 

Central America, replacing the five feeble governments 

which were pawns on an international chessboard. He and 

t he emigrants who accompanied him would provide a vigorous 

new el ement to se t things in order in a country which had 

demonstrated its inability to govern itself •33 Wells 

express ed t his hope: 

31Greene, .2£• §•, P• 325• 

32Jamison, ..9.£• ill•, p. 101. 

33scroggs, ..9.£• ~., P• 396. 



I t is hoped and be l i d 
beautiful States that t ~ve ,bY.the friends of these 
will be to f inally reuni~e~~s i o~ of General Walker 
Fede ral Republic, and bani em in the form of a 
bl oodshed and monarch wh·sh forever the fearful 
present wretched condltio~~~have brought it to its 

75 

Most of all , the establish.ment 
and maintenance of peace was 

t he pr ime re quirement and if a leavening of California 

citizenry, hardy pioneers who had tamed a wilderness, were 

adde d, a decadent war-torn land might be turned into a 

lus h garden of peace and prosperity, a veritable Eden. 

Certainly Walker's plan for a merger of the Central Ameri

can countries to be guided and controlled by the expatriates 

was soundly applauded by large elements in the United 

States, though there were opposing groups as well. Senator 

Seward roundly castigated Walker and his followers for the 

11 ashes and ruins of cities----made by our own marauding 

bands •1135 

Certainly Secretary of State Marcy had stoutly 

opposed every move made by Walker and called his exploits 

11 robbery and murder. 11 36 The Nicaraguan minister, Parker 

f bl . hed reputation and devious French, a character o emis 
chilly greeting from Secretary 

dealings, had received a very 

34wells, -2£• ~•• P• 18 • 

35The Congressional Globe, P• 219. 

36 ·t p. 319. Scroggs, .2£• ~•• 



Marcy, who had a great "facility of t ur. 
ni ng an unwelcome 

vis itor into an icicle . 11 37 Marc h 
y ad often expressed his 

sympathies for the nat ive Nica 
raguans , and bemoaned the 

fact that a band of foreign d t 
a ven urers had seized power 

and taken the bi rthright of the people. H 
e consistently 
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urged President Franklin Pierce agai'nst 
any form of connec-

tion with Walker and his regime. The Pierce cabinet had 

adopted t his harsh attitude and had withdrawn the recog

nition extended by Wheeler. This group, it was said, had 
11 a strong anti-filibustering complex" and Marcy, who was 

the chi ef exponent of this poli cy, grew rather touchy 

about t he inability of port officials and other law officers 

to prevent recrui ts and material aid from reaching Walker.38 

The New York Herald, however, constantly urged recognition 

of Walker's government, as did many other papers of the day. 

Walker's very nature imposed itself in causing his 

failure. Accustomed to command, he failed to recognize 

Of the People he expected to govern. t he stubborn resistance 

Very early in his military career, General Mario Mendez 

. f h·ch he took little notice. had of fe r ed Walker advice o w 1 

Th Victor and the Spoils, 
37rvar Debenham Spenc~r~rsi~y Press, 195'9'J: P• 360. 

(Providence, R. I.: Brown Univ 

klin Pierce, Univer -
38Roy Frankl in Nichols~lF~:fphia 1931, PP• 459-460. 

sity of Pennsylvani a Pr ess, Phi a ' 



"You will learn, " he had s . d "t 77 
a1 ' hat Nicaraguans can be 

governed only wi t h silver and the whi u39 
p. Already Walker 

had re cognize d the fac t that the 

government offic i als. 
re was much swindling among 

The habi t of cheatin th 
parts of Central Americga. le Sdtate, prevailing in all 
t t · h. h , ea s to the -mnl ,.:i_~ • r a i on w 1c produces rev 1 t. .UI.Q. au.u.u.nis-
of revolution in turn reac~ u ion; and the habit 
pos i tion of officers to mak! and 1n~reases the dis
for them.selves at public expe: muc. as possible 
of t heir offices must necessare1·1'ys1nbce hthe tenure 
· d ·ff· 1 ' , e s ort It 
isd 7t icu; t~hsay which is cause and which.effect· 
an dl. malyl e at ~hey are both COnJ+nsn effects of ' 
a ra i ca Y bad social organization.~ 

Wal ker, with the burning zeal of an idealist, wanted to 

cure the ills of government and society through measures of 

reform and he wanted innnediate action in this direction. 

Here, again, he failed to take human nature into account; 

he failed to recognize that the people he wanted to regen

erate did not want to be regenerated. His puritanical 

upbringing never allowed him to participate in their 

pleasures; to him, their mirth and gaiety constituted a 

display of wealmess. The average Nicaraguan was a man of 

many moods, volatile, explosive and all writers have 

endowed him with an inborn tendency to treachery. 

39Green, .2£• ill•• P• 108. 

4 on. _cit., P• lOO. 
Owalker, ~ l:E Nicaragua,.;;..;. 



The Spanis h American is 
and if not crossed, of gene~~!:-~lly warm-hearted• 
he hates, he hates with all h" ~Pulses. When 
int ensely. His spirits are a~sfmight; he loves 
frozen with dispair. He is ab evdler heat, or 

t to th f 11 un e of nerves s rung ~ u est tension. Inevit bl h 
ever, there is treachery in his blood.41 Y, ow-
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These were the creatures, then, on whom Walker hoped to 

work his reforms; what he failed to realize was that such 

reforms would have to be forced down their reluctant 

throats. A nation so war-torn and revolution-drugged was 

not apt to adjust to a stern reform program such as that 

advocated by Walker. The decisive. quick orders delivered 

by a general to his troops were one thing; ultimatUlllS to 

a reluctant citizenry were quite another. 

Walker's difficulties as President were expressed 

in a column in his official newspaper directed to his 

American comrades-in-arms: 

Soldiers: . h ve 
Since you have been in Nicaragua, you a not 

endured privations and passed thro~tghh ~::;~~-
. th t urmuring but even wi 

only wi ou m . ' d of the prowess you 
ness. Veterans might be_prou. • for home 
have exhibited; and patrio~sw!i!~;!n!elf-deniaJL 
and fireside have seldom ~ o of a foreign govern
than you have in the ser:~~ewithout as yet having 
ment, and you have dont~ for what you have 
received any compensa ion 
undergone. 

tr has just emerged 
It is true that~~ coun !na therefore, w~ 

from a disastrous civil war,mptly the obligations 
did not expect it to pay pro 

4J. _cit., P• 42• Jamison,~• 



i t had contracted • but 79 
a t l~a~t , gratitude forwe had a ~ight to expect 
receiving this , the late 0f s~r!ices. Far from' 
has attempted to excite t rovisional Government 
people against their tr hbe prejudices of the 

ue enef actors. 
A government thus bankr . 

and honor has no title to ~pt in c~edit, faith, 
respect of brave soldier 4~e confidence or s. 

If Walker 's pur 
pose to establish a confederation 

of Central .American states was his own 
immediate inten-

tion, this policy was open to question in the minds of 

politicians in the halls of the United states Congress, 

where the issue, involved as it was, not onl.y became a 

bone of contention between pro-slavery and abolitionist 

groups, but also drew the personal ire of influential 

politicians . Rumor had it that a Colonel Kinney had 

private endorsement in high places for filibustering in 

Nicaragua, and he and Walker were very soon fiercely com

petitive. Cushing, Webster, Forney and others (some 

whispered the President himself) were interested in the 

promoter and had invested fairly extensively in the Kinney 

enterprises. When the expedition floundered, Walker 

Perhaps' and certainly undiplomatically, unceremoniously, 

banished Colonel Kinney from Nicaragua, which action 

's Nicaraguan Newspaper) 
42El Nicaraguense ( Walker • iie Republican Banner 

June 20, 1'856; reproduce~ in.the ¥as:iarticle which details 
of July 19, 1856. This 7s.citethde~residency of that 
Walker 's reasons for desiring 
country. 



incurred wrath in high Pl 
aces for the tactless N. 
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president . Stephen A Dougi icaraguan 
• as had th , on e other hand 

openly sought r ecognition for th ' 
e Walker regime ur . , ging 

that success should be crowned N . 
• ot until the advent of 

Vijil as minister did Pierces ft . . 
o en in his attitude. This 

gent eel, highly educated Latin was granted 
audience with 

the succeeding months, respect t he President, and in 

between the two grew. On May 12, 1856, Pierce sent a 

message to Secretary of State Marcy, informing him that a 

presidential reception of the minister was forthcoming, 

with due recognition of his portfolio, and the secretary 

was thus left gnashing his teeth in anger.43 

William Walker, however, was not marked for easy 

success. The United States government, though it gave 

grudging recognition, never supported him. True, prominent 

politicians took an interest in his actions, but others 

fought him with equal vigor. Some captains of industry 

lined up on his side but the major-dome of them all fought 

him literally to the death. In a space of six months he 

. . f th t should have been had aroused agal.Ilst hm every orce a 

44 . 1 as not an element of fighting along with him. Dip omacy w 

431uchols , -22• ill·• PP• 460--463• 

41+.scroggs, .2E• ill•• P• 396• 



his character, and its lack 
proved his undoing . Lack of 
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diplomacy i n interna]. affairs of state 
and With the outside 

wor ld was a major caus e of his fai lure 
and it took him and 

t hose who followed him down to d 
efeat and death. "Me.n like 

Walker have their faults, and these are accentuated when 

they fail; their virtues sink into the grave with them.n45 

Invol vement of a political nature with forces out-

si de Nicaragua seemed unavoidable; Walker's economic battle 

which wrecked him was wholly uncalled for, the result of 

f i nancial scheming by his friends. If Walker was politi

cally naive, he was economically ignorant, and the battle 

of Transit Rights pitted him against a free-boater of 

Goliath proportions. The multimillionaire, Cornelius 

Vanderbilt, pressured 11 King Pierce, the Irresolute," and 

his successor, 11 King Buchanan, the Unready" in his fight 

for control of the Isthmian Transit; when their actions 

were not as rapid as he wished, he resorted to skulduggery 

of his own. 46 For this titan of Wall Street was uan 

uncout h boatman, tobacco-chewing, ungrammatical, profane 

and t he founder of a dynasty," and his repacious greed 

47 In S
,,.,.,,m;ng up the situation, Roache knew no bounds • wu., ..... 

45Jamison, ~• ill•, P• 21• 

46Roche , £E• ill•, P• 162 • 

47 · t p 137 • Greene, E.E• ~•, • 



wrote, 

Had Walker been a Con . 
conquered Mexico as Cortquis~ador he wouJ.d have 
a California filibuster e~edi~. Had Cortez been 
Nic aragua, but he wouid' might have conquered 
to Marcy and Vanderbilt.4~suredly have succumbed 
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Walker I s annulment of the charter of th A 
e ccessory Tranait 

Company, a shipping concern dominated by Cornelius Vander-

bilt, brought these two principals into direct conflict. 

Vanderbilt enjoyed a monopoly of all the transportation 

business between California and the Atlantic states that 

went by way of Nicaragua. When Walker bestowed the former 

privileges and the confiscated property upon two of Vander

bilt's business rivals, Charles Morgan and Cornelius K. 

Garrison, the battle was joined. That Walker proceeded in 

this fashion was almost certainly the result of his 

loyalty to his friend, Edmund Randolph, who represented 

Morgan and Garrison. That Walker threw down the gauntlet 

to Vanderbilt, a man of terrible vindictiveness who had 

countless millions to spend to gain revenge, was the dif

ference between success and failure for the Nicaraguan 

dream. The uneven fight found Vanderbilt further bloated 

with success and Walker's fortunes decimated. 

Much has been written to the effect that William 

and blind follower of destiny, 
Walker was a superstitious 



one who believed in fate almost to the . 
exc lusion of reason 

and sanity . In the sense that Walker was a zeal ot, a 

dedicated man of purpos e, and t hat his purpose was to 

govern Nicaragua and Cent r al America in such a way as to 

bring this confeder at ion to a position of honor in the 

family of nations, t his statement is true. He moreover 

envisioned an empire embracing the islands of the Caribbean, 

and certainly included Cuba in his plans.49 The scope of 

his dreams fo r Nicaragua was unlirni ted and if he saw him

self in the perspective of lord of all he surveyed, he 

differed little from others who have moulded empires before 

and s ince. No member of the Falange denied that Walker 

hel d t hese dreams nor condemned him for such visions. 

Jamison never doubted that empire in the tropics with 

Walker as t he central figure was the real purpose of his 

leader. He felt that such a project for a man of Walker's 

courage and indomit able will was wholly within reason and 

entire l y feas i bl e. 

Had Walker been finally victorious in Ni~aragua, 
. ·t bl h ve followed quickly an 

there must have inevi a Y ac tral American 
absorption of th~ f 0 1;11' othe~e~~racy with General 
States, culmi nating in a co ' 

II 

4 k , s Designs on Cuba, 
. 9s croggs, n~ill i~ Wa~e!Iew, Vol. I., No. 2, 

~ssissippi Valley Historical:.:.:...;._-
Sept ., 1914, pp . 198-211. 



Walker5as fi r s t consul or 84 
whole . automatic ruler of t he 

Dre ams of empire , then 
, wer e not out of vogue in 

t he mi d-nineteenth century, 
and if William Walker 

lf considered 
hirnse as one who purposed t o acquire and govern such an 

The United 
area, he was not out of step with his age. 

states itself was subject to such dreams and M • f , ani est 
Destiny was the grandiose 1 b 1 a e attached to the acquisition 

of vast areas of loosely held lands. The spectre of 

nationalism and self-determination had not yet come to the 

fore in an area when men took, and were applauded for suc-

cessful taking . William Walker, viewed from this angle, 

was one whose ambitions were in tune with the times. 

Doubleday wrote: 

Those , however, who see in the character of 
Colonel Walker the spirit of a mere buccaneer, fail 
utterly to comprehend his nature. His motive in 
seeking supreme power was not like Aaron Burr's; but 
rather like the first Napoleon, who indeed was his 
great exemplar, he conceived himself to be an instru
ment of destiny before whom all lesser influences 
must give way. This confidence in his destiny led 
him to disregard obstacles which might h~ve deterred 
other men and which in the end caused his downfall. 
A more co~ciliatory nature, one bette~ ~dapte~ to. 
conform to inevitable circumstances, Joined with his 
splendid force of will and magnetism would ha~i 
accomplished the difficult task he undertook, 

50 Jamison, ~• ill•, P• 101, 

.5lDoubleday, ~• ill•• P• l07, 



Walker , then, was n t . 
. o castigated for his belief in 

his destiny , but rather for n t 
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o accommodating his destiny 
t o f it circumstance and bring 

success. Walker's dedicated 
be l ief in his great purpose and his unwi11· 

ingness to com-
promise , to se t tle for 'half the loaf,, dragged him down to 

utter failure . He had not cherished dreams of easy con

quest; he had expected a difficult path wh· h 
ic would be 

strewn with hardships. 11 He is but a blind leader of the 

past ," he wrote, 
11
who has not learned that Providence fits 

its agents for great designs by trials, and sufferings and 

t . II 52 Th t h. . persecu ions . a is whole being was dedicated to 

such a life , with the achievement of success as the antic

ipated conclusion, is a reasonable ass1llllption. No blind 

belief in a destiny written in the stars characterized 

William Walker, but a lifetime of unstinting self-sacrifice, 

dedication and perseverance, it was hoped, might, in the 

end, lead to the fulfillment of purpose toward which he had 

ever moved. He had risked death a hundred times on the 

field of battle without fear or doubt; to his soldiers he 
53 

was a hero upon whom the lightning of battle fell harmless. 

It was not in keeping with the character of the man that he 

c • ua on. _cit., P• 430 • .:;2walker, ~ in Nicarag , :.;.. 

53Jamison, .9.E• _ill., P• 57. 



86 should bow t he lmee to lesser men 
or compromise ; he Wou.ld 

return with his shield or on it . 

Perhaps at the very moment 
a fus i llade of a hundred 

shots echoed in a tropic dawn, Edmund Randolph .
1 , mi es away 

i n San Francisco , was delivering an address celebrating the 

tenth anniversary of California's admission into the Union, 

which contained wor ds almost prophetic. If he unwittingly 

chanted a requiem for his friend, William Walker, it was 

no less fitting : 

You cannot tell today which pine sings the requiem 
of the pioneer. Some have fallen beneath their 
Country ' s f l ag ; and longings unsatisfied have led 
s ome t o renew their adventurous career upon foreign 
soils. Combating for strangers whose quarrels they 
espous ed, they fell amid the jungles of the tropics 
and fatted the rank soil there with right precious 
blood. Or , upon the sands of accursed waste, they 
were bound and slaughtered by inhuman men, who lured 
t hem wi th promise~ an~ reD~id their coming with a 
most cr ue l assassination.)~ 

Not even in death did William Walker rest in his 

bel oved Ni caragua; a shallow grave in Honduras served as 

his final r esting pl ace. 

· rs on • ill• ' and Financie , ::J.-
54scroggs , Filibusters -

PP . 392-393. 
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