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ABSTRACT 

The story of secondary education in Hum phrey s C o unty for th e 

past fifty years has b een one of continual change. This change ha s b ee n 

in the form of consolidation, improvement of school plants and curricula. 

Indeed the prog r e ss of public education in Humphreys County has 

bee n all but phe n omenal. Public education in the county started near 

Wh ite Oak Cr ee k i n th e northeastern part of the county with a school 

b uild i ng constructed of hickory poles. 

The county at one time had as many as five high schools. They 

w e r e Wave rly, Bake rville, McEwen, Porch Reed and Tribble. Waverly 

a nd McEwen are now the only high schools that are left in the county. 

Graduates from various secondary schools of Humphreys County 

h ave m ad e many outstanding contributions to society in many places 

t h roug h out the world. The people of the county are particularly pleased 

w ith th e s ucc e ss of the s e graduate s . 

P ast a ct i o n of th e Humphr e ys County B oard of Education in consol

idating the five s e condary sch ools of the county into two has tende d to 

j mprove the plants, educational resources and curricula of s e c ondary 

education i n Humphr eys C ounty . T h e Board c ontinues t o ma ke every 

dfort t o insure the safety of the s t u d e nts, to upg r ade t h e curr i culum and 

prom ote sec ondary e ducation in the county at the hig he st level possible. 
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INTRODUCTION 

The sc h ools in Humphr e ys County ove r the last fifty years have 

gone through a tr emendous c hange. The smaller 0nes have been 

consolidate d with the larger ones as the attendance dropped. 

The county at one time had five high schools. They were Waverly, 

McEwen, Porch Re ed, Tribble and Bakerville. Waverly and McEwen 

are now th e o nly high schools that are left in the county. 

Many students have graduate d from the schools and made out

s t and ing contributi ons to society in many places throughout the world. 

The people of the county ar e exceptionally proud of the success of the 

graduates. 

The Humphr e ys County Board of Education also makes every effort, 

at th e pr ese nt time , to insure the safety of the students, to upgrade the 

cur riculum and promote e ducation in the county at the highest level. 



CHAPTER I 

MC EWEN SCHOOL 

Th e pe ople of McEwen School began to show an interest in educa

tion soon after it was settled by the Irish. The little town is located in 

the northeastern part of Humphreys County about nine miles east of 

Wave rly and fifty-seven miles west of Nashville on the Louisville and 

Nashville Railroad. 

Spencer T. Hunt was so interested in education that he dedicated 

his estate as a perpetual fund for the education of the children of Dickson 

and Hwnphreys Counties. 

The memorial shaft is located on the east side of the McEwen Oil 

Company near Highway 70 where it can be seen today. The inscription 

reads: 

Spencer T. Hunt 
Died February, 1844 

He who does most for the education of the masses serves his 

country best as the preservation of our liberty depends upon the virtue 

and intelligenc e of its people. 1 

1 
Jill Knight Gar r ett, A History of Humphreys County, (Columbia , 

T e nn essee , 1963) p. 26. 



2 

Con I inuing growt h a nd ever c ha nging economi c condi ti on s had a 

pronou nced effec t on the M cEw e n Sc h ool Sy s t em. M c E wen had s ub

scri ption schools, the acade my , ci t y school s, supported only by c ity 

taxes and a tuition paid by each pupi l , and the McEwe n Pr e paratory 

S c hool. 

T he r e w e r e many p riv a te schools of im portanc e in the county. 

I n t h e E i g hth District , on e of the m w a s l ocate d at M c Ewen. 2 

P r of e ss o r T. M. Flannary e stablishe d the first educational 

institution and call e d it t h e M cEwe n P re paratory School in 1896. 3 

He a nd hi s fa c ulty w e r e inte r e ste d i n expanding the curriculum for 

th e sch ool. 

It was one of the most thorough and complete schools of the south. 

H t h e who l e county ha d b een car e fully conside red , no b e tter site could 

have b e e n found. The magnifice nt building and girls' boarding hall 

ju s t fit the t o p of a poi nt of a gr a dua l r i s e whic h s lope d in every 

direction m a king i t o ne of t h e pr ett i e s t l ocati on s t o be found. 

The M c Ew e n Pr e paratory S c h oo l was a two story brick building 

that h a d arch e d wind ow s and d oor w a ys . It was a ttractively landscaped 

near t h e fro nt of the build ing . 

2
Goodspee d, Go odspeed History of Montgomery , Roberts on, 

I lumphr e ys, Stewart, D ic kson , Cheatham , Hous t on Counties of T e n-
111!sscc , (Columbia, T e nness ee: W oodland and Stinson Pr i nt i ng C o. ) 
p. 892 . 

3
The Wave r ly Sent i n e l , Se pt e mbe r 1, 1902. 



3 

Th e e ntir e building was heated b y coal stove s. The classrooms 

wer e heat e d with small stoves . When the building was cold, the 

stude nts would often sit in a circle around the stove to try to keep 

warm. 

On t op of the building was a huge bell that was always rung at 

8:00 in the morning. It was also a very joyous sound about 4:00 each 

day when school was dismiss ed in the afternoon. 4 

The building was square shaped with a pointed roof. The vestibule 

e ntran ce was built of three brick columns. There were four classrooms 

on the first floor. In one of these was a stairway leading on the second 

floor. There was also a huge auditorium on the first floor that was 

used for assembly programs. 

The old cistern supplied water for the students because there was 

no water system in the town at that time. It was near the building and 

contained a good supply for ever yone. 

The school had old dr op cords that hung from the ceiling to provide 

lights for the different rooms. Th e electricity was provided by the city 

of M cEwen for a limited am ount of time each day. 
5 

The grammar school was taught on the fi rst floor, and the high 

school students were instructed on the second floor. The seating 

4statemc nt by Carlene Luth e r, personal interview, July 5, 1972. 

5stat c m c nt by Landon Taylor, personal intervie w, June 19, 1972. 



arrang eme nt wa s quite different b ecause the girls sat on one side 

of the roon, and the boy s sat o n the o ppo site side . 

4 

The ave r age salary tha t was paid t o t e a c h e rs w a s $3 5 per month 

a nd the supe r intend e nt was paid $5 0 0 per ye ar. 6 Most teache rs were 

ve ry proud of t h ei r profession e ven though the salary was v e ry low. 

The r e was no transportation provide d. Everyone walked to 

school or rode a horse. It only ser v ed those who lived in the immediate 

vicini t y . Some stude nts boarded with their relatives in town and 

att e nde d s c hool. A few of the m lived in a girl's boarding house that 

w a s l ocate d on the campus. 

The 1902 Special Edition of the Waverly Sentinel carried 

adve rtis e ments of the McEwen Preparatory School, along with 

pi ctur es of its principal, T. M. Flannary, the music teacher, 

M rs . Dunbar and a cut of the girl's boarding hall. The advertisement 

fo llows ve rbatim: 

The p e ople of McEwe n and that s ection of the state 
sh ould bestir the mselve s and awaken to the fact that 
Pr ofessor Flannary is now e stablishing in their midst 
o n e of the most thor ough and complete schools for their 
b o y s and g irls in all the South. Professor Flannary, 
the principal of thi s school is a thorough Christian 
gentleman, a man of wide expe rience in school work 
a nd h is r e putation a s an e du c ato r is almost without 
e qua l . Too m u c h c ann ot b e said in his behalf a nd 
those w h o have childr en to train and educate c o u ld 

(i Goodspeed, Goodspeed History of M o ntgome r y , Robe rts on , 
Humphr eys, St e wart, D ickson, Cheatham , H o ust~n Cou nt~es_ of T en 
nessee, (Columbia, T e nnesse e : Woodland and Stinson Printing Com-

rany) r, 91 . 



not put them in b etter hands. The people should give 
them their hearty co-operation and patronage and by 
so doing he will be e nabled to build up for them a 
sc hool second to none. 

Th e school is not devoted merely to the training 
of teachers or candidates for universities and colleges, 
but w e shall e ndeavor to prepare for the r eal duties of 
life and our prime object is to establish a permanent 
preparatory school for boys and girls to fit them for 
the real duties of life as well as for colleges and uni
versities. 

This is thorough and in all cases a well trend to the 
a wakening of natural thought though it is not how much 
Greek, Latin and mathematics one has gone over that 
counts, but how much manhood and womanhood is 
realized and how much the field of mental and moral 
vision has bee n enlarged as has been said, 'Man ls 
Not Born, But Made by Education. 17 

5 

D espite the lofty and laudable intent of Professor Flannary, this 

sch ool was of short duration and many citizens of McEwen who are of 

s ufficient age to do so do not remember its existence. 

Son1e of th e subjects included in the curriculum were French, 

solicl geomet ery , plane ge ometry, Latin, trigonometry, American 

history, ancient history and English. 

School was continued in the same building after Professor 

Flannary left the city. It was referred to then as the McEwen City 

School. Some folks even called it the old college. 

Before 1908, Mr. Alfr ed Hatcher was principal. Mr. Robert 

L . Sutton, the father of Mrs. A. B. Bryant of McEwen, Tenne ssee, 

7 The Wave rly Sentinel, September 1, 1902. 



served from 1908 until 1913. During the summer months he taught 

college courses fo r those who were preparing to teach in a state 

institution. 

6 

Oth e r principals who worked in the school were: J. T. Brawly, 

E. C. Stroud, John Faussett, Archibald Hollingsworth and J. E. Bates. 

Some of the outstanding teachers at this time were Mrs. J. T. 

Brawly, Mrs. Ada Morris, Mrs. Allie Perry, Mrs. Hallie Perry, 

C. Paul Jones, Will Ellis, Miss Mamie Swift, Robert D. Hollowell, 

Mrs. Lula Bruce Corbitt, Miss Susie Meadows, Ashley Chappel, 

Mrs . Napoleon Shanks, Mrs. Corrine Sugg, Mrs. Gladys Williams, 

Mr. Tom Flannery, Leonard Smith, Willie Coleman, Lynn Smith, 

Mrs. Ruth McGraw Courtener, Mrs. Carrie Pace, Mrs. Ida Young 

Estes, J. M. Phy, Mrs. Alma Hudson, C. C. Cowell, Mrs. W. L. 

Focnick, Mabel Stevensons, H. Marmor, Sam Morris, Mrs. John 

Fausett, Annie Louis e Ridings, Mrs. Terry Headrich, Mrs . J. E. 

Bates and Ed Smith who later became president of Ruskin College. 

The playground was very small consisting of approximately one 

and one half acr e s. Therefor e the athletic program of the school was 

very limited. 

Th e members of the graduating class of 1923 were Elizabeth 

8 
Balthrop , Carlene Wright, Gladys Ridings and Mary Jo Turner. 

8statement by Carlene Luther, personal intervie w, July 1, 1973. 



Th e valedictorian was Elizabeth Balthrop who also taught a Latin 

class during he r senior year. 9 

7 

The e nrollment dropped drastically to about 35 and the old 

M cEwen brick school building proved inadequate. Robert Sutton was 

the last teacher at the McEwen City School. 

The county board built a school in 1927 in the northern part of 

the town at almost the same spot where the McEwen School is now 

located. The people were very proud of it. 

The new brick school was a one story building that had twelve 

classrooms and a large auditorium to accommodate the students in 

grades one through twelve. The outside of the building was beautifully 

landscaped with shrubs that bloomed each spring. 

The huge auditorium was in the center of the front of the building. 

It was used for an assembly hall, and had large wooden desks that 

w e r e screwed to the floor. It was also used for a study hall during 

the day. 

One of the greatest problems that the new school had was the 

furnac e. It was never dependable . In the winter time it would often 

break down and the students would wear their heavy coats all day in 

the classroom which made them very uncomfortable. It usually was 

not r e paired quickly because of a scarcity of money in the county funds. 

9statement by Elizabeth Balthrop, personal interview, July 16, 

1972. 
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The fur nace was a lso very old and it was hard to get repairs for it, 

The high school classes met in the rooms on each side of the 

auditorium, There were small and had a limited amount of materials 

and audio visual e quipment. 

The library was located on the south side of the building. It was 

small and had very few books for the students to use. 

School supplies for the high school were sold in Miss Mamie 

Swift's first grade room, The proceeds were used to buy things for 

the school. It was always a joy for students to go into her room 

because she kept it attractively decorated. At Christmas time there 

was always a tree in her room as tall as the ceiling that glistened 

with tinsel and icicles and sparkled all over. 

The curriculum was very limited. Some of the courses that 

were offered wer e American history, English, economics, agri-

culture, biology, algebra I, math, geometry and algebra II. Many 

of the students wanted to take other courses but there was not any 

equipment or instructor for them. 

The home ec onomics department was established in 1928 by 

M A D S · Mrs. Christine Baraga, who is the present head rs. • • p1vy. 

of the department, took her place. The program included three years 

of home e conomics with much emphasis on cooking and sewing. This 

d 1 t d · the basement under the first and second cpartment was oca e 1n 



10 grade room . 

9 

The agriculture d e part t dd d me n was a e and the first ins t ruc tor 

was Jame s C umming s. It was located in the basement under the 

seve nth and eigh t h grade room. This was a very small program. 

Prob a bly th e high light of the year was the exchange classes. The 

boys would take home economics and the girls would take agriculture 

for about two weeks. 

At the end of the two weeks they would usually have a chili 

suppe r in the agriculture building . The social was always enjoyed 

b y everyone. 

The basketball and football clubs were organized under the super-

vision of their first coach, Mr. Jimmy Hicks. Admission to the games 

for students during the day in the early 1940's was five cents. 

The school did not have a band or any kind of music program. 

T he students who wanted to take piano lessons walked down town and 

t ook lessons from Mrs. Mabel Morris. She often assisted with the 

gr aduation exercises since she was perhaps the only music teacher 

i n M c Ewe n at that time. 

1 Mr. E. C. Stroud, Mr. Porter Daniel and The principa s w e re 

Mr . N. N. Norton. They wer e outstanding leaders. 

Some of th e tea chers who taught in the building were Mr. Ray 

Car ter, Mrs. Clair e Patte r son, Mrs. Christine Baraga , Mrs. Gladys 

10 Christine Baraga , pe r sonal interview, Statement by Mrs. 
June 4, 1972 . 



Williams, Mrs. Corrine Sugg, Miss M amie Swift, Mrs. Evi e Mae 

Ross, Miss Lois We ems , Mr. Eddie Mitchell, Mrs . Kathryn 

Ric hardson , Miss Thelma Pittard, Miss Alic e F aubian, Mr. Cliff 

Gibbons, Miss Era Tipps, Mr. Fay Dudley , Mrs. A. D. Spivey , 

10 

Miss Mattie P earl Ridings, Mr . Foster Pinkeston, Mr. Fred Baraga, 

Mrs. Laura Simpson, Mr. H e nry Gentry, Miss Doris B. Sloneckey, 

Mr. and Mrs. B. E. Ray, Garrett Cowen, Miss Susie Patterson, and 

Mrs. Clara Diehl. 

During World War II the student body was greatly affected. Some 

of th e m volunteered for service and many of them were drafted. 

Inside the school building a huge satin flag was placed on the 

wall in the auditorium., It measured about five feet tall and three feet 

wide. A white star was placed on a blue shaped V in front of a red 

background for each boy that went into service. 

The students of McEwen School who paid the supreme price for 

d emocracy during World War II were Robert Joel Ridings, Leroy 

Pinkeston, Odie Ballard, Howard Priest, L. H. Winstead, Jr., 

Thomas Mullinicks and Virgil Wallace. 

Patriotism was very evident in the schools. Almost every 

student had a relative or a friend who had gone into service. For this 

reason , they wanted to do something to help win the war. The classes 

· h 1 th b ys who had gone to war. dec ided to do something to e p e 0 

• · d newspapers all over the town. coll ected scrapiron, tin cans an 

They 

The 
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groups competed against each other to see which one c ould collect t he 

most. A small prize wa s a lwa y s g iven to the winne r. 

The students a lso bought stamps that could be rede emed for a 

United States Saving s Bond when the y had filled their book. Many 

felt t he y w e r e being patriotic to b uy them even though they never got 

c n ou ght stamps to buy a bond. 

Many of the students were transported by bus to McEwen School. 

D uring the war years, transportation was a problem because many of 

th e buses broke down. Some of them could not be repaired for two 

or thr e e weeks at a time. This inconvenience caused the students 

to walk or ride their bicycles to school. 

The Parent Teachers Association helped sponsor a big money 

raising project for the school each year. The Harvest Festival was 

a special day because the students got out of class all day to attend 

and take part in the festivities. On that day they could attend plays, 

ball games, ride the fire truck, visit the spook house and take part 

in othe r things during the day. They could spend their spare time 

eating and visiting . 

The Harvest Festival Que e n was also crowned. This was the 

high l ig ht of the program for the day. Usually the Parent Teachers 

1 rt on this money making activity. Assoc iation would clear a arge pro 1 

The tl e d t o buy equipment for the s c hool. proceeds were par y us 

B efore the cafeter i a was equi ppe d the P. T. A . serve d s oup 
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and sandwic hes . L ate r they spent $ 4,000 e quipping the new kitchen. 

Mr. Ne d Riding s donate d all of the carpe nter work for the lunch r oom. 

In 1945 the first se nior clas s pic ture was m ade of the graduating 

class. It was hu ng on t he wall and e very one was ve ry proud of i t . 

T he people of McEwen wer e deeply grieved when the school 

bu rn ed in 1946 . The cause of the fire was not known but it was 

attributed to poor wiring. 

Until the school could be rebuilt, elementary classes were 

conduc t e d i n c hurch buildings and other public building s. The high 

school classes were taught in the gym. Mr. Grady Duncan was the 

pr i nc ipal when the building burned. Other teachers who joined the 

fa c ulty were the following: Ann Dugger started teaching in McEwen 

dur ing 1948. 11 Ila Mary Greenwell joined the faculty in 1949. 
12 

Billy Joe Ross became a member of it in 1951. 
13 

Georg e K. Tate used some of the brick from the burned building 

i n th e construction of the present home of Mrs. Edward Denslow on 

We s t Mai n Street i n Wave rly. The use of this type of brick is fashion-

11
. 14 

able and m ake s a beautiful dwe ing. 

11 Te nne s see School R egi ste r, 1948. 

12Tenne ssee S chool R egister, 1949. 

13Tenne ss ee School R egi s ter, 19 5 1. 

1 T ennessee, July 14 , 1965. 14New s D e m ocrat published in Waver Y, 
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A new building was completed in 1948 under the guidance of a 

committ ee consisting of Mac c. Simpson, County Judge; w. R. Warden 

and Durward Ross . Hart and McBride designed the building which was 

e rected by the Boone Contracting Company. 

The new structure is a two story building made of brick. The 

rooms on the first floor are used for the elementary grades. The 

second floor is used for the high school. There is also a huge audi

torium, library, office, clinic, counseling room, band room, private 

music room, annual room and teachers' lounge. The floors are all 

concrete and most of them have been covered with tile. 

The outside of the building is beautifully landscaped with a small 

white fence in front of the shrubs. A hugh flag pole stands on the east 

side of the building where the United States flag and the State flag 

gently wave in the breeze each day. 

There is a large agriculture building on the campus. All the 

shop and agriculture classes are taught there. It is made of gray 

concrete blocks. On the inside of the building is one large classroom. 

The rest of the space is used for shop classes. 

A new gym was built on the grounds to boost the athletic program. 

It was built of brick to match the school building. It has a concession 

f · t The bleachers on each side can s tand that is located in the front o 1 • 

· d d · g the athletic season. us ually seat a fairly large crow unn 

This present modern spacious gymnasium was erected in 1956 
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by the Slayden Lumber Company of Waverly according to plane and 

specifications pr e pared by architects Donald Cowan and J. Carl 

Russell when Henry Gentry was Superintendent of Humphreys County 

and W. Lunn McKeel was County Judge. 

The first principal of the new building was Foster Pinkeston. 

He was followed by H. W. Stewart. 

Mr. Byram D. Phy became the principal in 1953. 15 He is a 

native of Humphreys County who received his B. S. Degree at Austin 

P eay State College and his M. A. and Ed. S. Degree from Peabody 

Colle ge. He has done much to improve the standards of the school. 

In 1953 with the help of the Exchange Club, he lighted the football 

field. In 1955 the vo-ag class room and shop were built. Two class

rooms were added to relieve the crowded condition in 1955. Later 

the east and south outside campus was sodded in grass. In 1954 

shrubbery was planted around the building to beautify the grounds. 

The gymnasium and band room were built in 1956. He had the bus 

loading zone paved in 1958. The entire school was refurnished with 

new school desks in 1960. Later that same year, all the floors were 

tile d. In 1964 a new cafeteria and four classrooms were built. During 

that same year the library was enlarged. Also in 1964 a forty acre 

fa rm adjoining the campus was bought for the agriculture classes to 

15 T e nn e ss ee S c hool R e gister, 1953. 
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u s e . In 196 5 a new football field with lights was added to the campus. 

Mr. Phy worked very closely with the community to get thes e 

improvement s from time to time. His efforts and achievements will 

always b e remembered by everyone. 

Later Mr• Phy went to the State Department of Education to work. 

At the present time he is Superintendent of Humphreys County Schools. 16 

In 1963 the members of the McEwen School Faculty were: Byram 

Phy, principal, Evie Mae Ross, Gene Trotter, Claire Patterson, 

Elizabeth Biggs, Christine Baraga, Glenn Shiver, Benny Collins, 

Jere H ooper, Martha Van Huss, Joyce Bullington, William Ethridge, 

Jane Brooks, Lottie Long, Ruth Tate, Clara Diehl, Tommy Abernathy, 

Corrine Sugg, Susie Patterson, Shirley Dugger, Alma Long and 

Will iam Honea. 
17 

The principal of McEwen School at the present time (1973) is 

David Wagster. He has held this position since 1968. Mr. Wagster 

has added several new subjects to the curriculum since he has been 

the principal. 

Last year for the first time the classes were operated on a new 

schedule. They were two hours long each day. Many of the students 

liked the plan because they finished the course in one semester. 

16statement by Byram Phy, personal interview, July 17, 1973. 

17 tt A Hi· story of Humphreys County , (Columbia, Jill Knight Garre , _ _ -
T ennessee, 1963) p. 154. 
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The sc h ool has m any c l b d . . . u s an activities for the students to 

enjoy . S 0111 e of tlw student s b e long to more than on e c lub. 

The library c lub was start e d about 1959. Students may belong 

to it wh o want to help work in th e library. The membe rs have various 

duti e s suc h as filing cards, putting books on the shelf, carding the 

books, checking out books for th e lower grades and othe r things. 

Th e y usually go on an educational trip during the year. This 

club is sponsor e d by Mrs. Katherine Hickerson. 

Th e McEwe n Future Teac hers was established November 26 
' 

J ')58 by Mrs. Joyce Bullington. The purpose of the club is to inspire 

and work with students who want to become teachers. 

During th e y e ar each member works with a certain teacher. At 

th e end of the t e rm the y always att e nd the convention that is held at 

differ e nt colleges each year in Middle Tennessee. 

Johnny Larkins and Cathy Larkins are members of the McEwen 

High School Faculty. They did outstanding work in the McEwen Chapter 

of the Futur e T e ach e rs of America when they were in high school. 

At the pres e nt time Patricia Bullington and Jac ob Schreiber are 

a ttending Austin Peay State University to become teachers. They were 

a l so very active members of the club during their high school years. 

The McEwen Chapter of Future Farmers is the larges t c lub in 

M c l-:= w e n School. It i s presently sponsored by Mr . Glenn Shivers, who 

has bee n th e c hapte r advisor since 1961. 
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The McEwe n Chapter has won a number of various awards in 

th e la st few years. This is attributed to the enthusiastic leader and 

the e ne rgy that h e puts forth each year. 

F. F . A. SWEETHEART 

Name 

Franc e s D eck l8 
Jo Krausl9 

Paulette Hicks 20 

Kathy Elkins2 1 

Caro lyn S hee11J22 

Vickie D oyle 2 

Rita Hicks 24 

Pamela Mangrum25 
Ruth Crowe1126 
Cheryl Craig27 
Patricia Bullington28 
Sharon Schreiber29 

J 8school Annual, The Warrior, 1959. 

1 ()Sc hool Annual , The Warrior, 1962. 

20 
School Annual, The Warrior, 1964. 

2 1 School Annual, The Warrior, 1965. 

22school Ann ual, Warr ior , 1966 . 

2 3School Annual, Warr ior, 1967. 

24school Ann ual, Warr ior, 1968 . 

25school Annual, Warrior, 1969. 

26 1 School Annua , Warr ior, 1970. 

2 7 School A nn.ual, The Warrior, 1971. 

28 
School Annual, The Warrior, 1972. 

Z')S c hool Annual, The Warrior, 1973. 

Year 

1959 
1962 
1964 
1965 
1966 
1967 
1968 
1969 
1970 
1971 
1972 
1973 



18 

Th e n e ta Club is sponsored by Mrs. Evie Mae Ross. Students 

11 n,st have a h igh average in order to be eligible to join the club. 

The Beta Club sponsors a money raising project each year. 

Usually they have a Queen of Hearts Contest. Each class elects a 

quee n and the one that raises the most money is given the honor of 

being c rowned in front of the student body. 

SENIOR QUEEN OF HEARTS 

Name 

Ann Brant1y3 0 

Kay Redman31 

Rita Hicks 32 

Peggy Hurt33 

Cathy M oran34 

Pamela Holland35 

Lulu Moran36 

Debra Shanks 37 
38 Rebecca Bullington 

30school Annual, The Warrior, 1964. 

31 School Annual, Warrior, 1966. 

32sc h ool Annual, Warrior, 196 7. 

33s c hool Annual, Warrior, 1968 . 

34school Annual, Warrior, 1969. 

35school Annual, Warr ior, 1970. 

36school Annual, The Warrior, 1971. 

37 1 The Warr ior, 1972. School Annua , 

38 1 The Warrior, 1973. 
S c h ool Ann lta , 

Year 

1964 
1966 
1967 
1968 
1969 
1970 
1971 
1972 
1973 
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During the y e a r the stude nts a d th . 

n e ir spans or e d it the school 

a nnu a l. It i ndudcs pict f 
ur e s O mos t of the rnain events tha t happen 

dur i ng the year . 

The McEwe n Futur e B usiness Leaders is spons ored by Miss 

Martha Jo VanH u s s. In order for a student to belong to this club 

they nm s t hav e a m aj o r or m i nor in the subject. 

O nce a y e ar they usually attend a convention in Middle Tennessee. 

Sometime s th e y ente r typing contests. 

The Home E c onomics Club is sponsored by Mrs. Christine 

B a raga. This is for those who are majoring in the subject and are 

inte r e st e d in home making. 

The Math Club is sponsored by Benny Collins. He usually takes 

his stud e nts to a math contest at Austin Peay State University each 

year. 

An oth e r fascinating phase of the program is the McEwen High 

Sc hool B a nd. It is directed by Mr. James D. Felts. T his year, 

1972- 7 3, a b o ut fo rty students participated in the program. 

A ne w pha se that was add e d t o the program for the first time 

wa s th e color guard. The g irls wal k in front of the band dressed in 

blac k a nd white s uits and carry r e d and white fla g s . They wer e 

tain Amy Hatcher; Reb ecca ca pta in, Patricia Bullington; c o-cap , 

Sh S c hreiber Vicki Ethridg e, Bu l.l i ng t o n, Gl e nda Hoope r, aron ' 

De bb ie T y l e r, P hyll is Hendrix and Cli sta Shive rs . 



20 

The band has won many outstanding honors. They ar e backed 

by the Band Boosters Club and various people in the community. 

Some people proudly boast as they see them marching down the 

street, "that is the biggest little band in the U. S. A. 11 

The band plays for all the home football games. It seems to 

add an air of festivity to the occasion. Everyone is excited to se e the 

boys make a touchdown as they listen to the band and watch confetti 

float through the air. 

Football and basketball are very attractive sports in the school. 

This gr oup is coached by Bill Hendrix, Kenneth Ross and L. C. Nolan. 

Th e athletic teams have won many honors through the years. It is 

supported well by the conununity. 

The highlight of the year is the Homecoming Game. At this 

tim e a queen and her court is chosen to reign over the homecoming 

festivities . The occasion is also high lighted by floats that are built 

by e a c h class. The se are always shown at half time. 



Queen 

Martha Bone 39 

Ile ne Hooper 40 

R egina Tarpy41 

Wanda Hooper42 

Carolyn Patterson43 

Judy Wallace44 

Glenda Baker45 

Kathy Elkins46 

Sherry Larkin4 7 

Rita Rachford48 

Barbara Tarpy49 
Kay James50 
Wanda Crowell51 

Debra Sanders 52 

HOMECOMING 

Crown Bearer 

Rita Walsh 
Rita Walsh 
Patricia Bullington 
Joye Holland 
Mary Jane Chappell 
Phyllis Hendrix 
Rebecca Bullington 
Lisa Hooper 
Melissa Hooper 
Terese Worke 
Debra Bradley 
Kennda Ross 
Matthew Hendrix 
Karen Wilson and Brent Shivers 

39school Annual, The Warrior, 1958. 

40school Annual, The Warrior, 1959. 

41 
School Annual, Warrior, 1961. 

42school Annual, The Warrior, 1962. 

43school Annual, The Warrior, 1964. 

44 
School Annual, The Warrior, 1965. 

45school Annual, Warrior, 1966. 

46school Annual, Warrior, 1967. 

4 7 School Annual, Warrior, 1968. 

48school Annual, Warrior, 1969. 

49school Annual, Warrior, 1970 . 

SOSchool Annual, The Warrior, 1971. 

5 I School Annual , The Warrior, 1972. 

52school Annual, The Warrior, 1973. 

Year 

1958 
1959 
1961 
1962 
1964 
1965 
1966 
1967 
1968 
1969 
1970 
1971 
1972 
1973 

21 
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T h e c he e rl ead e rs always add g t h . 

rea ent us1asm to all of the 

ga n1 es . They arc e lected by the student body. 

On the day of Homecoming a parad · f d h 
e 1s orrne t at goes through 

t he rnain part of town . It is head d b th b 
e Y e and that stops in the center 

of the town a nd plays for everyone. The streets ar e lined with parents 

wh o proudly listen and enjoy every moment of it. 

Th e school cafeteria serves about eight hundred lunches each 

clay. It has a double serving line and can take care of the student body 

in a s hort p e riod of time. 

The cafeteria workers for 1973 were Mrs. Elizabeth Ross, 

supervisor; Mrs. Lula Pace, Mrs. Louise Fuqua, Mrs. Bertie Long, 

Mrs. Robbie Dotson, Mrs. Minnie Philips, Mrs. Aline Chamers and 

Mrs. Linda Shivers. 

The school secretary is Mrs. Barbara Hendriz. She began 

w orking as a teacher's aid in 1967. Then she started working as a 

secretary for Mr. Byram Phy in 1968. She continued in this position 

when Mr. Wagste r became principal, after Mr. Phy went to work at 

the State Department. 

Miss Linnie Chronister started teaching private piano lessons in 

1949. Through the years she has worked with over 2, 500 students. 

. t t achers and students with assembly She was always happy to ass1s c 

programs. 

Schoo l. 

b long remembered at McEwen 
Her great work will e 
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She was honored by McEwen Parent Teachers Assoc iation at the 

o r ganization 's installation of officers m eeting held May 11, 1973. 

Known to her many friends throughout Humphreys County as 

"Miss Linnie" she was presented with an engraved trophy as a token 

of a ppreciation for her faithful music service to McEwen. It was 

presented by the P. T. A. president, Mrs. Doyle Dillingham. 53 

Miss Chronister r e tired at the end of the 1972-73 school year and 

is misse d by everyone. 

T he school counselors have been Mrs. Evie Mae Ross and Bill 

Hend rix. During the latter part of the year Mr. Hendrix resigned to 

go into the insurance business and was replaced by L. J. Hatcher. 

The bus drivers for the year were Donald Berryman, Joe Edwards, 

George Wheeler, Ed Shanks, Grady Hargrove, Hubert Gray, Billy 

Larkin, Lloyd Hooper and Mitchell Forrester. 

The only panel truck available in the Liberty Community was 

driven by Mr. and Mrs. Wilbert Enochs. It was used for many years 

54 
h now both to deliver students to the McEwen School. They ave 

r e tired and the route is being serviced by a large school bus. 

One of the fin e st librarians that the school ever had retired in 

1972. Mr s. Elizabe th Biggs always took time to help the students and 

53 bl" h din Waverly, Tennessee, May 11, 1972. 
News Demo c rat pu 1s e 

54 . E hs personal interview, August, 
Statement by Mrs. Annie noc ' 

1972 
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fac ulty whe n the y needed help. She often brought books from her own 

Library for sturlents when they were not avai"lable 
in the school library. 

She was a great help to everyone. 

Mr. W. L. E th ridge, an eight grade teacher, has also served as 

a magistrate for a number of years. During all of this time he has 

wo rke d very hard for the McEwen School. 

The following are the 1973 honor students at McEwen High 

.School: 

Jessee Michael Edwards, valedictorian, is a member of the Science, 

Ma th and Beta Clubs. While in school, he played on the basketball team. 

He is the son of Mr. and Mrs. Jess Edwards. 

Walter Edwin Hoff, salutatorian, is a member of the Science, Math, 

and Beta Clubs. Du ring his Senior year he was elected Most Bashful. He 

is th e son of Mr. and Mrs. Earl Hoff. 

Arthur Eugene Summers is a member of the Science, Math, and 

Beta Clubs and the basketball team. During his Senior year, he was 

Hecrctary-trcasurer of the Math Club. He was elected Most Studious 

by the class. He is the son of Mr. and Mrs. Melvin Summers. 

Pat ri c ia Ann Bullington is a member of Future Business Leaders, 

1-'utu r e Teachers, Science Club, Student Council, Beta Club and 4-H 

Club. 55 During her Se nior year, she was president of the band, 

S5M . published in New Johnsonville, Tennessee, ag1c Valley Times 
Ma y 30, 1973. 
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1-a ptain of the color guard, vice-president of the 
F. B. L. A., pres-

ident of the F . T . A. She was el t d M 
ec e ost Cooperative. She was also 

a school reporter for the Magic Valley Ti·mes. 
- _ She is the daughter of 

Mr. a ncl Mrs. Ernest Ray Bullington. 

Jacob Fre drick schreiber is a member of the s · Cl c1ence ub, 

Student Council, Beta Club, F. F. A d F T A . an • • • During his 

Senior year, he was president of the senior class as well as the 

Future Farmers of America. He was also elected Most Likely to 

Suc c eed. He is the son of Mr. and Mrs. Leon Schreiber. 

Teresa Elaine Morton is a member of the 4-H Club, Future 

Homemakers of America, Annual Staff, Future Teachers of America, 

F. B. L. A., and Library Club. During her Senior year, she was 

r e porter of the Future Business Leaders and Future Teachers. She 

1s the niece of Mr. and Mrs. Carl Stanfield of McEwen. 

James Byram Phy holds membership in the Student Council, 

Science Club, Math Club and F. F. A. He played on the football 

and basketball team for four years. During his Senior year he was 

pr e sident of the Student Council, elected Most Athletic and Warrior 

13rave . He is the son of Mr. and Mrs. Byram Phy. 

h S · Club and Future Robye Jean Long is a member oft e c1ence 

llomcmak e rs of America. She was elected Class Favorite during 

her Freshman and Junior years. 
She has served as parliamentarian 

Leaders of America, editor of 
and president of the Future Business 
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t he lligh T imes sta ff, secretary of the senior class and se rved on the 

annual staff. She was elected Personality Plus during her Senior year. 

She is the daughter of Mr. and Mrs. James W. Long of McEwen. 

Ronnie L ee Wa namaker belonged to F. F. A., Sc ie nce Club, 

ilcta Club, Future Teachers of America and was a member of the 

basketball team. He is the son of Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth Wanamaker. 

Johnny Richard Davis was vice-president of the senior class and 

was elected Class Favorite. He is a member of the F. F. A., Beta 

Club, Math Club, Science Club and the basketball team. He is the 

son of Mr. and Mrs. John Henry Davis. 

Dale Edward Tarpy is a member of the Science Club, Math 

Club, Beta Club, F. F. A. , and the football team. During his 

Senior year, he was vice-president of the Math Club, Class Sergeant 

of Arms and Captain of the football team. 

Mrs. Paul Tarpy. 

He is the son of Mr. and 

The aides for the school year 1972-73 were Mrs. Joyce Kimmons, 

Mr s . Mary Jo Forster and Mrs. Sarah Joyce Wagster. 



Year 

19 6 1 - 1962 

196 2 - 1963 

1963 - 1964 

1964 - 1965 

1965 - 1966 

1966 - 1967 

1967 - 1968 

1968 - 1969 

1969 - 1970 

1970 - 1971 

1971 - 1972 

ENROLLMENT 

GRADES l _ 12 56 

Number of Students 

641 

631 

636 

654 

659 

648 

650 

671 

712 

758 

730 

56 
Division of Finance and Administrative Service, Area of 

Re s earch, C o rde ll Hull Building, Nashville, Tennessee. 

27 
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The Humphreys Count B d 
Y oar members at the present time (1973) 

ar c Bobby Capps, William J. Harvey, Byram D. Phy, Arthur Ray 

Kl·1,,mons George Ross Ben K · ht w 1 • • mg , a ter Reed Long and Jaycee 

R awlings . 

At the beginning of the 1972-73 school year the faculty members 

were David Wagster, Mrs. Evie Mae Ross, Mr. Benny Collins, Mr. 

Gle nn Shiver s, Mrs. Joyce Bullington, Mr. Richard Rawlings, Mrs. 

Claire Patterson, Mr. Johnny Thomas Larkin, Mrs. Christine Baraga, 

Miss Martha VanHuss, Mr. Kenneth Ross, Mr. William Hendrix, Mr. 

James Felts, Mrs. Kathleen Hickerson, Mrs. Mildred Knight, Mr. 

William Ethridge , Mrs. Kathy Larkin, Mr. L. C. Nolan, Mr. Gary 

Curtis, Mrs. Velma Dowdy, Mrs. Francis Curtis, Miss Edith James, 

Mrs. Ethel Hatcher, Miss Joyce Green, Mrs. Shirley Dugger, Mrs. 

Mac Phy, Miss Jane Stowell, Mrs. Anna Davis, Mrs. Lorene Wright, 

Mrs. Norma Ross, Mrs. Alma Long, Mrs. Sandra Sue Mott, Miss 

Janice Northcut and William Honea. 

The 197 3 S eniors were Aaron Barnett, Patricia Bullington, 

William Buttrey, Iva J ean Chappell, Philip Coleman, Richard Davis, 

Vickie Diviney, Danny Dotson, Michael Edwards , Beverly Ellis, 

F t Kathy Fuqua Brent Gill, Wanda 
Connie England, Wilburn or res e r, ' 

Patrl. cia Harger' Walter Hoff , Anthony Holland, 
llall, Pamela Harger, 

t . . Hooper Wanda Hoope r, Dennis 
Darrell Honea, Glenda Hooper, Pa ncia ' 

L" da Jones Rita K e nnerly , 
Jackson, Van Johnson, Judee Johnson, in ' 
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Jean Long, Carroll L ucas, Paul M cM i llian, Judy M onsue, Connie 

M o r a n, Jua nita Morgan, T e r e sa Morton, Jame s Oliphant , R ita 

p a tri c k , W i ll iam Penc e , Jame s Phy, Paula Pittman, Kevin Qualls, 

Susan R oss , R ob e rt Sa nde rs, J acob Schreiber, Gary Street, Eugene 

Summe rs , Dale T a rpy, D ebra Tarpy, Rhonda Tummins, Ronnie 

Wana maker, Robert Williams, John Winstead, Jane Wright, Asa 

Curtis , James Citro and Dennis Johnson. 

M c Ewen is a great little Irish town that is very proud of its 

sch ool. 
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ENROLLMENT FOR MC EWEN HIGH SCHOOL57 

Year Number of Faculty Number of Students -
Ninth Tenth Eleventh Twelfth 
Grade Grade Grade Grade 

1948 7 46 25 23 15 

19 55 21 76 47 29 44 

1956 22 67 60 36 34 

1958 23 73 45 52 51 

1959 22 57 72 43 54 

1961 27 80 56 48 58 

25 62 82 46 41 
19 (, 2 

25 72 69 52 59 
1964 

67 55 51 43 
196 5 25 

64 54 39 48 
1966 25 

53 49 46 38 
1967 25 

44 49 48 56 
1968 28 

61 37 39 38 
1%9 26 

61 41 37 
1970 30 70 

68 57 41 

1971 35 53 

39 66 55 

1972 34 49 

46 41 54 

1973 33 69 

h chool annual of the year 
• d fr om t e s 

57Information obta1ne 

designated. 



CHAPTER II 

WAVERLY SCHOOL 

The Township of Waverly, Tennessee was laid out in 1836. In 

1837 it was incorporated and in 1838 was selected to be the county 

seat of Humphreys County. In those early days there were only a few 

log cabins in the vicinity. According to the best information, as the 

town grew, a log school house was erected with a dirt floor to meet 

the educational needs of the town. 

The first school established in Waverly of any record was the 

Waverly Academy which opened in 1847 and during its time enjoyed 

a fair reputation as an institution of learning. The Waverly Academy 

was located in the Twelfth District. 1 The school was conducted on a 

subscription plan and continued until 1870 when the building was 

d emolished. 

The offic e of Superintendent of Schools for Humphreys County 

was not created until 187 3 when the county court appointed the first 

school superintendent, T. M. Hogan. He served from 1873 until he 

1 H" t of Montgomery, Robertson, 
Goodspeed , Goodspeed is ory H ton Counties of T e n -

H n· k Cheatham , ous 
umphreys, Ste wart, ic son ,. W dl d and Stinson Printing Co.) 

ncssce, (C o lumbi a , T e nnesse e. 00 an 

p. 89 2. 
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re signed in 1878. 
2 

Some time in the late 1870' s or early 
1880' s, the City of 

Wa ve rly e re c ted a bric k building th 
on e western edge of town. This 

was c alled Ma c Adoo Seninary. In 1880 in Waverly, there was one 

public or free s c hool, a frame ht1:ilding which was located on Church 

Stree t and one subscription school or a school of higher learning. 

The Mac Adoo Seninary was located on the land where now 

stands the Jim Sloan Ford Motor Sales. 3 It was in this period a 

public county school. The college consisted of a central building and 

two dormitories. One of the dormitories is still standing and is just 

west of the Sykes Furniture building. This was the girls' dormitory. 

The boys' dormitory that was across the street has been torn down. 

Some of the students boarded or lived with relatives in town. 

The school was administered by the Waverly City Board of 

Educ ation and tuition was paid quarterly by those who attended. 

During the 1880 • s and for many years following, it was almost a 

custom that these subscription schools be headed up by a team of two 

f b th The reason for this was men and in some c ases a team o ro ers. 

th s well as the that they would split up subjects taught between em a 

ot he r dutie s c onne cted with the school. 

f H h eys County, (Columbia, 
2J ill Knight Garrett, A Hi st0 ry O ump r 

Te nnessee , 196 3 ) p. 152. 

3rbid ., p . 153 . 
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One of these t e am s who t h 
a u g t at the Waverly High School in the 

la te 18 80's was the t e am of Hudson and Ho k . 
s ms. By late 1890's the 

Ross B rot h e r s , W . H . a nd J . W . , taught there. 
Dr. Clovis and 

Ashle y Cha ppe ll, brothers, were appointed co-principals of the 

sc hool in 1904. They s e rved from 1904 to 1906. 4 

The s c hool wa s remodeled in 1907 and 1908 while John Bowman 

was mayor of Wave rly. An extension was build on either side and the 

singl e c enter wa s r e placed by two stairways, one on either side of the 

vestibule. 

When the Chappell Brothers decided to take up the ministry, two 

other gentlemen who devoted a great portion of their lives to the edu

cation of the youth of the country, arrived on the scene. These two 

ge ntlemen were M. R. and J. A. Gray. 

In 1907 the building was remodeled and enlarged~ For this new 

s chool the City Board secured as principal Mr. M. R. Gray of Frank

lin. The following year, Mr. Gray brought his brother, J. A. Gray, 

to Wave rly and together they organized a four year high school and 

an eighth grade e l e mentary school. Mr. M. R. Gray served as high 

A Gray became the grammar school princi Sl· hoo l principal while J. • 

pal. He sta r t e d teaching at Mayfield, Kentucky. Then he moved to 

Savannah, Tennessee to teach one year. 

4 1 Tenne s see , Oc tober 6, 
New s Democ rat, pub lished in Waver y , 

196s . 
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34 
J. A. Gray graduated f 

rom Mooney's at Franklin in 1902. 

school burne d and Moone d 
y move to Murfreesboro. The school 

rebuilt and named Battle G d A roun cademy. 

The high school which the . 
Y organized had a very challenging 

cour se of studies. 
It included four years of English, four years of 

Latin, two or three years of Greek G F 
, erman or rench, Ray's Higher 

Arithmetic, Algebra, Plane and Solid Geom t e ry, Trigonometry and 

History• Mythology was taught in the ninth grade in high school. 

In teaching Homer's Iliad, J. A. Gray used a Greek Testament 

to develop parallels existing between Homeric Greek and the Greek 

used during the time Jesus Christ trod the plains of Jordan, Homeric 

Greek, being the older of the two. 

In addition to the classroom subject they taught, the Gray 

brothers had a tremendous impact on the lives of many Humphreys 

County citizens. They incorporated athletics with school work. Having 

attended Battle Ground Academy it was only natural that J. A. and 

M. R. Gray, recent graduates of Battle Ground Academy, would desire 

to introduce competitive athletic contests to Humphreys County Schools• 

They brought the first football to Waverly. M. R. Gray, assisted by 

A graduate of the University of Virginia, coached . W. Lucas, Jr. , a 

the team. d th t am to Huntingdon, Tennessee for the 
J. A. escorte e e 
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first football game e ver played in H t· 
un 1ngdon, when J. H. Bayer was 

principal the re in 1910. 

Some of the players of the 1910 f 
ootball team were Leslie and 

nernard Daniel, H. C. Hooper, J hn Wh "tf" 0 1 1eld, John Lumsden, Melvin 

Gibbons, Clay and John Ivy Fowlkes Harris c d H , owan an orace Box. 

These men also brought the first basketball to Waverly. Basket

ball was played on outdoor courts until the new high school was built 

in 1923 and they had a gymnasium in the auditorium. 

The gymnasium also provided facilities for the high jump and 

pole vaulting, as well as broad jumping, shot putting, javelin throwing 

and volley ball. Volley ball was a favorite with the girl students. 

Some of the teachers who served faithfully in the old city building 

were Augusta Porch, Dolly Porch, Kit Stockard, Maggie Tubb, Mrs. 

J. A. Gray, W. C. Patterson, Grover Williams, Catherine Landis, 

Macie Lee Meadow, Bertha Overbey, Mrs. Porter Daniel, Ray Carter, 

Tom Black, Bobby Ann White, Mattie Pearl Ridings, Louise Powers, 

Mrs. Willie McCrary, Will Ellis, Emmett Daniel, C. W. Richards 

and Neva McCrary. 

the State legislature passed a law requiring 
In the early 1920's 

. t 1 high school in each 
all counties to build and maintain one cen ra 

B d of Education in 1923 opened 
county. The Humphreys County oar 

east of Waverly on a tract of land 
a new brick school plant one mile 
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whi c h ha d b een f o rm e rly used as a race 

track and fairgrounds. 

This new school, nam e d b th b 
Y e oard of e ducation as the Waverly 

C entra l High School, included a gym . . 
nasiurn in the auditorium and 

laboratories for the teaching of science and home 
economics. There 

was also a large athletic field at the same location for football, base

ball and other sports. 

This new building was constructed by a well known Humphreys 

County Contractor, Ben McNabb, of the McNabb Lumber Company , 

the pr e decessor of the Slayden Lumber Company. 

Some of the teachers at Waverly Central High School since 1923 

were M. R. Gray, Ma Andrews, Nell Katherine Slayden , Mrs. R. C. 

Austin and W. C. Patterson. Mrs. Katherine Stockard was a regular 

teacher in Waverly Elementary School but was paid to teach in 

Waverly Central High School in the month of February, 1930. 

Othe r early teachers were Claire Richardson, H. H. Burrum, 

Charles Behr e ns May Willis, Madge Slayden , John Franklin R. W • 

M cClary , B. B. Mooney , May Love Stegall, Mrs. Leona Burrum, 

Callie Jones , Alb e rt Sabin Ruby Morris, Leland Dunkerson and 

Mrs. J. W. Cummins. 

. as added to the south side of the 
Later a separate gymnasium w 

Only for the physical education program of 
s lru c lur e . It was used not 

5 
lh c sc h ool but also for the District T ournaments. 

G personal interview, July 3, 1973. 5S t a t e m e nt by J. A. ray' 
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On S a turday aft e r noon D b , e c em e r 9, 1939 tragedy struck the 

Wa v e rly C entral High S chool 6 c th • 
· a erine Choate rushed into the home 

o f t h C' school princ ipa l to t e ll him th t th 
a e school was on fire. When 

h e s a w t h ~ s m ok e h e b e came so upset th t C h . 
a at erine had to phone the 

fi r e d e partment and inform them of the fi·re. 
Mr. Burrum soon 

r e c ov e r e d and r e gained his composure sufficiently to race to the school 

building and r e move all important records. 

Whe n the fir e d e partment arrived on the scene, they found the 

n C'a r e st fire hydrant was too far from the building for the hose to be 

u s e d. 
7 

They helplessly watched the building burn to the ground. 

Gray Cave nd e r, Jr. wanted to help save something. He kicked 

d own a door, entered the burning building and remov e d twelve or 

fo u r t e e n typewriters through a window into the hands of others who 

wa nte d to h e lp. The typewriters were the only items in the entire 

building , including the building which were covered by fir e insuranc e . 

The coun t y w a s in s uch fiscal condition that thos e in authority thought 

it n ot fe a s ible to pay premiums on fire insurance on school buildings . 

The C o unty B oard of Education immediately found pla c e s fo r 

clas ses t o c onti n u e t h e rest of the year . They decide d to use the 

A the Cumbe rland Pr e sbyterian Church , t h e 
Tn C' ri c an L e gion Hall , 

6 published in Wave rly , Tenne s s e e, 
The D e m oc rat S e n tine l. 

D<~c c m b c r 14, 19 3 9 . 

7 D ecemb e r 10 , 19 39. 
Th e Na s h ville T e nne ssean , 
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base ment of the M e thodist Chur ch and the 

UpS tairs space over the 

T C . M i lle r stor e whic h is h 
. now t e law offices of Fr eeman and 

Lyn ch , ove r the P & M Drug St ore. 

T ea che rs and stude nts both met the 
situation calmly. They were 

de termined to continue with the d 
e ucational program in Humphreys 

County . T e achers escorted groups th h b 
roug ack streets and alleys to 

diffe rent buildings. They left no room for criticism and certainly 

none was due. 

A n e w brick building built by W. P. A. opened in 1941 at almost 

the exact locati o n of the building that had burned. There is a bronze 

plaque on the front entrance of the present high school building that 

has this simple inscription: U. S. A. 1941 W. P. A. 

During the hectic days H. H. Burrum, Lillie Mai Garrett , R. W. 

Mc Clary, Bettie Lee Daniel and others labored very successfully to 

carry on under the trying circumstances. 

Othe r teache rs who served at Waverly Central High School include 

Jane Starbuck, Mrs. Henry A. Richeson, Mary Holloway, David Wagster, 

Mrs. Nathan Lowe , Mrs , Helen Bone Loy B. Summar, Ann W. Boman, 

J. E. Wolfe F ern Nicely , Louisa Warfield Mrs. Roberta McKeel , 

W lk r Mary Le e Henry , J . A. 
Mrs. Allita P olyarik, L es sie Cr eecy a e ' 

dd Mrs. W. D. Warr en . 
Gra y , Victor Brow, Sloan Job e , Mae Ma en , 

Ray Ca rte r , G e org e Howell M ·ner Ann Haygood Ha n , Mrs. 
Mayme 1 • 

\ , Moor e , Edward Oliver , Mrs. Rebecca 
1viiri a m G ray , Carl T. 
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Tripplett, F . F. Moore 

L eon Smothe rs , J. R. Simps on, D elmas 

Rnb C> rts o n , Mr s . M. R. Patte rson, B 
· A. Mills Charles McMille n, 

G. E. Gr eenw e ll and Horn e r B e ll. 

Th e princ ipals who s e rv e d at this 
school wer e M. R. Gray , 

L uther Bodkin, R. C. Austin, H. H. Burrum, 
Loy B. Summar and 

Henry J. Stamps. Loy B S 
· ummar received his B. S. Degree from 

Middle Tennessee State College in Murfreesborough and his Masters 

D egree at Peabody. He came to Hwnphreys County in 1942. The 

fir st y ear he taught science and math at Waverly Central. He was 

also basketball coach. 

In 1943 he b e came principal of Waverly Central School and he 

continued in that role of leadership for twenty-one years. While he 

was principal the e nrollment grew from 180 to around 750. The 

faculty grew from eight to thirty members because the community's 

population was increasing due to the fact that some factories were 

being built in the community. 

Mr. Summar added a well rounded curriculum that also included 

higher mathematics and science. Vocational courses were added that 

gav e the students an opportunity to learn to build hous e s. He also led 

the schoo l through an evaluation of the Southern Association of 

Secondary School s and College s. 
Waverly was admitte d as a memb e r 

111 l 950 and was on e of the few s c hool s to obtain that h onor. 
It was also 

h 1 s given an "A" r ating by the 
1 11 lhv ear ly 1950's that the sc 00 wa 
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Sta le lk pa rtrnent. of Edu catio n. 

The Waverly Central S c hool he ld that 
rating as long as Summa r 

wa s princ i.pa l. T h e school lo s t its r a ting after Summar left the 

sc hoo l to b ecom e princ ipal at H a lls c r e ek. 

In 1 96 6 Sum m a r ran for Supe rintendent of Humphreys County 

a nd was e lected. Immediately he went to work to get Waverly 

Ce ntra l' s membe rship resto r ed in the Southern Association of 

S<' cond a ry S c hool s a nd Colleges. It was readmitted in 1967. 

During his term in offic e, the teachers were raised $50 the 

firs t y ea r, $100 t h e s econd year and from $100 to $150 the third 

ye a r. Il e was th e fir s t County Superintendent to set up index 

sa la ry sc he dules fo r the teac hers. The teachers receive d the 

highes t local r a i se of a ny county in the state. This put the 

teac he r s ' sal a ries in Humphrey s C ounty in the top five per c ent of 

t he s tate . 

T he buildings w e r e in poor repa ir and the s c hools were s ho rt 

of c lass r ooms whe n he b ecame superintendent. H e added classrooms 

t d Pa inte d and renovat ed all old buildin gs. lo ever y sc hool i n the coun y an 

l f eve r y school in the c ounty in good repair. 
When his term e xpired, h e et 

While i n office the n e w football s tadium in Wave rly was built. 

h to dat e and major repairs were 
'l'lw Mc Ewen stadium was b rou g t up 



rnaclc on the gym in Wa ve rly. 

N ew John son ville . 

Also a new . 
gymnasium was built in 

T h e Sta t e D e p a rtme nt belie ve d that he 
had the best summe r 

sc hoo l in t he state . 
It employed seventy-four people. It provided 

41 

jo bs for twenty c olle g e girls. The school benefited over 700 students. 

It was provided by a federal program without any cost to the county. 

One of hi s outstanding accomplishments was establishing the 

r etire m e nt syste m for non-teacher personnel. They were put on the 

s ta t e r e tirement system. Some who have retired are drawing $ 145 

pe r month above their social security payments today. 

Mr. Summar was also interested in the kindergarten program. 

li e set up a kindergarten in New Johnsonville, McEwen and two were 

es tabli s hed in Waverly. He added three teachers and two aids to the 

Spe cial Educ ation Class, to take c are of the increased enrollment. 

T he r e was only one special education teacher when he started at the 

8 
beginnin g of his t erm a s Superintendent of the County. 

In 19 63 the m e mbers of the faculty were Loy Summar, principal; 

Ray Bel l, C oac h Ra y m ond Garner, Head Coach; Lillie Mae Garrett, 

F t r William Drummond, Henry Stamps, Betty Le e Faucette , M a ry or ne , . 

8 personal intervie w, June 2, 1973. 
Statement by Lo y B . Summar, 



42 

w. G. Huclisill, J\lrnon clKnight, Harold Knight, CarlSimpson, Haynes 

numpus, Dorolhy Ladd, Jimmy McClure, Francis Steule, Mildred 

Gifford, Joseph M c lllwain, Leon Sanders, assistant principal; Ann 

Hall and Andrew Stitt. 
9 

As the schools in the county began consolidating and overflowing 

the grammar s c hools, more room was needed for the grade school 

pupils. It was then de c ided in l 962 that a new high s chool be built 

a nd the old high school be converted to a junior high school. 

County, (Columbia, 
f Humphreys -

n A History 0 
1 Jill Knight Garrett, 

'l'<'. nncsscc , 1963) p. 153. 



Yea r 

196 1 - 1962 

1962 - 1963 

1963 - 1964 

1964 - 1965 

1965 - 1966 

1966 - 196 7 

1967 - 1968 

1968 - 1969 

1969 - 1970 

1970 - 1971 

1971 - 1972 

W A VERLy CENTRA 
L ENROLLMENT 10 

Nmnber 0 £ S t udents 

468 

623 

681 

592 

556 

596 

639 

709 

758 

795 

812 

I O 
D i vision of F i nan c e and Administrative S e rvice, Area of 

R es ear c h, C o rd e ll Hull Buildi ng, Nashville , T ennessee. 

43 
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Thi s plan did not meet t h e 

a pproval of all ·t · c1 1zens of Humphr ey s 
There w e r e County. 

many h eate d discussions 
whic h d e laye d the 

construction of the b uildi ng . B 
ut it was finally under construction 

by I 966 . When the new spacious b ·1d· 
m ing was finally completed, it 

ha d many mod e rn e ducational facilities that both the students and 

fac ulty c ould enj oy . 

The principal of Waverly Central in 1973 was Mr. Kenneth 

Wa llace and the assistant principal and girls' basketball coach was 

Gen e Trotte r. 

Other members of the faculty at the beginning of the 1972-73 

school year ar e the following: Mrs. Enid Barber, guidance , Mrs. 

Na ncy Birdwell , Mrs. Wanda Buckner, Mrs. Kay Bumpus , Mr. 

Jimmie Chapman, Mr. Tommy Corbitt, Mrs. Virginia Corbitt , Mrs. 

B e rtha Curtis , Mr. Ronnie Dacus, Mr. Jerry Dinwiddie , Mrs. L e la 

Donahoo, Mr. William Drummond, Miss Mary Fortner , Mr . William 

Gra nnis , Mr. R a ymond Garner, Mrs. Ann Hall, Mr. Ray Hampton, 

Mrs . J oyc e Ha rvey , Mr. Lawrence Hatcher, guidance , Mr. Andr ew 

Hendr ix , M r. Almond Knight , Mr. Harold Knight, Mrs. Dorothy Ladd , 

Mr s . J oe Ann Lample y , Mrs. Donita Laughlin, Miss Martha Lowry, 

Mrs. Pau la M a r tin , Mr . Guy Rudisill, Mr . Wilson Sharpe, Mrs . 

. M Andrew Stitt , Miss Pat Stowe, 
Carol Smith, Mr. Edw in Sparks , r. 

Mrs. Laverne Turner, M r. J ames 

11 
Utley and Mrs. Char ol e tte Warr en . 

11 . t·onY e arbook , 197 2-7 3. 
Humphr e ys Education A ssocia 1 
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The sch ool sec r e taries w e re M 

r s. Peggy Grime s, Mrs . Fran 

To<ld and Mr s . Shirley D read e n . 

The school nurses w e r e Mrs . H 1 
e en Conrad and Mrs. Kathy 

Crawford . 

The c a fe t e r i a empl 
oyees w e re Mrs. June Rice, manager, Mrs. 

Ma b e l Ca rte r, Mrs. Jeanneane Cullum Mrs A Th , . nne omas, Mrs. 

Dcllie Pirtle, Mrs· Nettie Mosley and Mrs. Caroline Zimmerman. 12 

Wa v e rly High School has won many honors in various activities 

a nd a lways pro udly participated in many things. They are especially 

pr oud o f the ir athl e tic program in football and basketball. Several 

stud ents participate in these activities. 

The B e ta Club with thirty-seven members is sponsored by Mr. 

L. J. Hatcher, Miss Pat Stowe and Andy Hendrix. The president 

was R ex Brazzle and the vice president, Ricky Smith. 

Mr. Harold Knight is the faculty advisor for the Mu Alpha 

b Gayle Hutchison was The ta consisting o f thirty-four mem ers. 

presid e nt a nd Judy Bowen, vice president. 

M r. Almo nd Knight is Sponsor of the annual staff. Several 

1 d his supervision . 
Ve ry fin e school annua un er student s pre par e a 

It th o r oughly cov e r s th e 
school activities each y ear. 

The Future Farmers 
. . a large and v e ry active club 

o f America is 

12
S chool A n nual, Tige r ' 1973 · 



thal i s s ponsored by Mr. James Utley. 

a nd ()a nny Dowen , vice president. 
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St eve May was the pr esident 

The Future Teacher s of America is 
sponsored by Mrs. Donita 

J,aughlin and has a very large membershi·p. 
The club president was 

Ju ly Bowen and the vice president, Jeana Peeler. 

The Se nior Homemakers of America 1· 8 als t· 1 b o a very a c 1ve c u 

with a large membership and is sponsored by Mary E. Fortner. The 

president was Marchia Madden, the vice president was Joni Dodd. 

T he Junior Chapter of the Future Homemakers of America has 

over fifty members and is sponsored by Mrs. Joyce Harvey. The 

president was Sheron Hulan and Lynn Dickerson, vice president. 

The Vocational Industrial Club of America has a membership 

of thirty -nine and is sponsored by Mr. Jimmy Chapan. The club 

advisor was Kenneth Bell. 

Vica-co-op has thirty-six members and is sponsored by Mr. 

Raymond Garner. The president was Ronnie Hemby and the vice 

president was John S c hwerdtfeger. 

T OEC is also a very large and active club. 
It is sponsored by 

M 1 The president was rs . Joe Ann Lamp ey . 
Bobbie Spratt and the 

vice president , Renee Hooper. 

. M tha Lowry sponsored the 
Mrs. Shirley Dreaden a nd Miss ar 

. d nt and Pam Dove 
Renee Hoop e r served as pres1 e 

Lin ra ry Club . 

h organization. 
Ht • rvc!d a s vie c pres ident of t e 
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The Art Club is l a arge group tha . 

tis sponsored by Mrs. 

L,a verne Turner. The president 1. s 
John Jones. 0 ther officers 

includ e d Angie Ridings, Sandy L 
ong and Karen Rasher. 

Mrs. Charlotte Warren 
sponsors the Junior Red Cross. The 

pre sident was Vickie Tankersley and vice pres1·dent 
, Susan Lambdin. 

Othe r officers included Terri Du nsmore and Christy Pettit. 

The Order of th S d e wor is a very large, active club that is 

sponsored by Kathy Crawford. The president was Judy Bowen. 13 

There are about 153 members of the 1973 graduating class of 

Waverly. 

Dorris Anthony Davis was given an award for outstanding school 

attendance. He never missed a day from the time he entered school 

until he graduated. 

W. H. Knight was one of the Superintendents in Humphreys County 

who had two sons to follow in his footsteps in the teaching profession. 

Harold and Almond are very dedicated teachers at Waverly Central. 

The curriculum for the 50th year offered some fifty-one subjects 

in which the school tries to have something to offer all students so that 

'f 14 
they may prepar e themselves for a better 11 e. 

13Schoo1Annual, Tiger, 1973 · 

14 
1

. h din Ne:w Johnsonville , T ennessee , 
Magic Valley Times, pub is e 

June 20 , 1973. 



Yea r -
196 3 

1965 

1966 

1967 

1968 

1969 

1972 

197 3 
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ENROLLMENT FOR WAVERLY CENTRAL HIGH SCHOOL15 

Numb e r of Faculty Number of Students 

Ninth Tenth Eleventh Twelfth 
Grade Grade Grade Grade 

25 86 138 127 34 

25 167 157 125 128 

25 167 158 130 95 

24 191 134 144 127 

24 176 170 130 141 

166 153 126 
30 208 

208 185 190 
36 220 

36 260 197 193 177 

. d from the sc 
15lnformati on obta1ne 

for the 
hool annual, Tiger , 

yea r d e signate d. 



CHAPTER III 

THE CONSOLIDATED HIGH SCHOOLS 

By 1936 there were fifty grammar 
schools and four high schools 

fo r white children in the county and four schools for Negro children. I 

Bakerville, Tribble and Porch-Reed were the three high schools 

that were consolidated with Waverly Central. 

The Bakerville Academy was located in the Twelfth District. 2 

The nakerville Academy once had a high school rating and Algebra 

was one of the favorite subjects taught. Of course levels of instruction 

a t the time differed from pre sent practices. The building was usually 

c rowded and at times two teachers were employed and two stoves 

were required to keep the pupils warm, each teacher holding class 

in one end of the building near the stove. 

h t d · 1880 as the Bakerville The Bakerville School was c ar ere m 

Academy. The building was a large long, frame structure with four 

h t he we st and one door in the end. 
l.ong windows on the east and t ree on 

h c nty (Columbia, 
1 A History of Hump reys ou, 
Jill Knight Garrett, -

Tennessee , 1963) p. 153. 

f M t ome r Robertson, 
2 d Histor O on • f T Goodspeed , Goods ee Houston Counties o en-
h n· k n Cheatham . t· C ) re s Stewart, 1c so d d Stinson Prm mg 0 • 

. Woodlan an 
~ . (Columbia , Tennessee . 
p, 892 . 
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inside there w e tw 

re o small blackboards on either side 

and one long board whic h extend d 
e across the end of the building. 

The r e were two rows of desks . h . 
on e1t er side and a shorter row in 

the cente r of t he building, leaving 
room for the cast iron stove and 

the teacher's table. The desks were d · d 
es1gne for two pupils but at 

times were forced to accommodate th 
ree. The inkwell was located 

in the center of the desk. 
Most of the pupils were too poor to buy 

ink , therefore, they made it from oak balls and elder berries. 

Som e students played tricks on each other. Many times some 

poor unsuspecting girl had the ends of her platted hair dipped in the 

ink by a low down scalawag of a boy seated directly behind her. 

Another trick that the boys played on the girls ~as to stick a pin through 

the tough skin of their big toe. Then they would stick the pin in the 

girl in front of them through the crack made in the desk where the 

seat and back met. This usually brought a cry of pain and then 

laughter, which upset the entire school and called for disciplinary 

action by the teacher. 

had Wrl'ting material for his use, plus a The teacher's table 

hickory limb to be used to maintain discipline. 

. He was an excellent 
h t · the building· Gray Cavender taug in 

d" ciplinarian and one who devoted 
teacher and was known as a stern is 

all his talents to t he public. 



On outstanding stud 
ent who attended this 

school was Clyde 
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Capps . 3 He late r became a ve f" 
ry ine medi 1 d ca actor and gave many 

hour s of s e rvic e to the people of H h 
ump reys County. 

Gray taught all eight grades. 
The smaller children were taught 

their ABC's. The students wrote on slates and the 
cheap ones wer e 

bound in a wood frame. The slate pencils were small and gray in 

appearance but served their purpose. 

The students studied Ray's New Practical Arithmetic by Joseph 

Ray. The Blue Back Speller was authored by Noah Webster. Other 

studies were Grammar, Physiology, U. S. History, Tennessee History 

and Geography. 

The school had a large cast iron bell that was mounted on a post 

near the door where the teacher could have easy access to it after 

recess and lunch. 

The term at Bakerville was only five months. When the weather 

was too rough to play outside they had contests on the inside of the 

building. They had several Spelll·ng matches that were very educational. 

Most of the children brought their lunches in coffee buckets or 

rnolas ses buckets. 
ht orghum molasses and butter, 

They usually broug s 

som e biscuits and usually some pork. 
Many included a pomegranate 

in their lunch. 

· June 1, 3 personal interview, 
Statement by Mrs· H. C. Capps, 

197 3 . 
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The water was brought to the school ho f 
use rom a nearby well. 

.As the bucket was passed up and down th . 
e aisle, each student took a 

orink from the dippe r. In later years the 
students used paper cups 

and then metal c ollapsible drinking cups, 

Some of the teachers for the Bakervi'll A d 
e ca emy were Lellie 

Byrn, Bertha Larkin, Annie Meriman, Nannie Scott, Will Rogers, 

Richard Hailey, Anna Smith, Dolly Porch and Gray Cavender, 4 

In 1914 this building became so dilapidated that it could no 

longer be used. This necessitated moving the school into an abandoned 

store building located just across the road from where the old post 

office now stands. 

On April 4, 1916, William and Izora Wyatt sold five acres of 

land at a total cost of $1,275 to the Humphreys County Board of Edu

cation for a new school at Bakerville. 

S, B. Parker was awarded the contract for the new school. Joe 

h b l'lding which was designed to meet Mullinicks helped erect t e new u 

hild for generations to come. the present and future needs of c ren 

The building 
. t d of a frame construction, metal roof, c ons1s e 

weather board siding and yellow pine 
flooring that was treated with 

d brick foundation and 
linseed oil to curb dust. It set firmly on a re 

Was painted a gleaming white. 

1973. 

but it was insufficient for the 
A well was dug on the grounds, 

4 Gray Cavender, 
Statement by Mrs. 

P
ersonal interview, May 2, 



needs of the school, so wat 
er was c a · 

rried from a well in the 
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community. 

J. G. Cates and Edna G 
rininiitt wer th . 

e e first teachers in this 
school. Other t eache rs were c p B 

• • urchard., Mrs. 

Or a Bone, L e la Martin J M B d 
' . . ran on, Mrs R L S • . . tricklin, 

Mr . and Mrs. R. H. Wilcoxon R b 
' u ye McKeel, Mrs. Myrtle Bone 

a nd Miss Lois Weems. 

C. P. Burchard was b 5 
a mem er of the faculty in 1923 . Lela 

Martin also taught there in 1924. 6 Edna Murphy and Gladys Crockett 

we r e also part of the Bakerville faculty in 1929. 7 

After Mrs. Myrtle Bone left Bakerville, the Hwnphreys County 

Board of Education elected her to be the attendance teachers of the 

county for many years. She retired in 1971. 8 

In 1926 the Bakerville school was elevated to high school status, 

beginning with only the ninth grade that year. T. W. Winge from 

Trezevant, Tennessee taught the eighth and ninth grades. The first 

yea r only twenty students came to high school. There were ten boys 

and ten girls but in later years they came in increasing nwnbers. 

Some of the stude nts walked, some rode in a buggy, some drove T 

model Fords. 

5T ennessee School Register, 1923 · 

6 R · t 1924. Tennessee S c h ool egis er, 

7 Tennessee School R egi 5ter' 1929 · 

8 M tl Bone Bake r , Stateme nt by yr e 
P

e rsonal inte r vi ew, May 1, 197 3. 



In 1929 C ha rl s Barton L 
aws from Clarksburg, 

Tennessee 
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be ca me the new principal, He 
considered athl t· e ics of extreme 

importance. He almost wore out h' A 
is model Ford dragging the 

campus to make it fit for baseb 11 b 
a , a sketball t , enni s and even 

football. He built the first tenn · 
is courts and football field and 

cor rected the basketball courts and b b 11 . 
ase a field. He started 

Bakerville High on the road 
as an athletic group to be reckoned with 

for several years, 

Bakerville High School played only one football game, and that 

was against Tribble, its friendly rival in all athletic contests and as 

a result of a challenge by Tribble. The Bakerville boys went over 

there to play and the Tribble players and fans were amused and could 

scarcely believe their eyes when the Bakerville boys took the field 

dressed out in overalls and plow shoes. Harris Hooper was the only 

Bakerville boy who had ever played a game of school football before 

and also the only one who had any protective equipment for the game 

and all that he had was a helmet. The Bakerville boys were lean and 

ha rd as flint. The Bakerville boys won their only football game with 

a score of 18 to 6. 

Baseball was another story. 
Robert Brake was a good pitcher. 

and 
Robert continued to win games for 

Bakerville did not cull anyone 

B 
. h b . lliant pitching, They played baseball in 

ake rville consistently wit ri 

11 J·ects11 purchas ed from 
Pl Their bats were re 

ow shoes and overalls. 
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the Loui sville Slu gger Factory in 0 . k 

ic son for t t . wen Y-five cents each. 
T he boys ould not buy gloves d . 

an mitts, but fortunately the Nehi 

Dottling Company a warded baseball 1 g oves and mitts for a giv en number 

of their bottle caps. 

Ray L . Smith came to Bakervill 
1 e as an e ementary teacher and 

a high school basketball coach. 9 H h d d . . 
e a goo wmmng teams. The 

teams played on an outdoor c ourt which was several feet longer than 

the indoor courts. 

Emma Jean Thomas taught math and coached the girl basketball 

teams . The schools could not buy uniforms so they were made by 

Helen Wyatt Cavendar and Sadie Bone. There was not enough money 

to buy basketballs, so an arrangement was made between the school 

and a candy company to get the balls. They played Dickson, White 

Bluff, Erin, Dover, Linden, Centerville, McEwen, Waverly and 

Tribble. Bakerville also played Charlotte and Yellow Creek. In 

1937, the school got a new gymnasium sponsored by the Federal 

Government and contributions made by the teachers of the county. 

C. B. Laws made some outstanding accomplishments at Baker

ville . It was his de sire to prepare 
the grounds for athletic contests. 

1. h something in practical 
He had his first opportunity to accomp 18 

d Laws, with the aid of 
had to be remove . 

education. Several stumps 

t of the ground. 
the boys, blasted the stumps ou 

1973. 

S ' th personal interview, July 1, 
9statement by Mrs . Ray L. mi ' 



T h e w e ll h a d n 56 
v r been satisfactory, 

so h e us e d dynamit e to 
make it de p enough . Th f ' 

ey inally dug the well 
120 feet deep and it 

is still in use today. 

They installed a d 
eep well force pump that was 

manually 
ope r ated. At the discharge end th 

ere was a long section of pipe with 

a perforation about every twelv e inches. 

as fifte e n students to drink at one tim e. 

This device allowed as many 

Ray L. Smith clevis ed a very crude meth d f k . o or eep1ng the students' 

chocolate milk warm on cold days. He had a piece of oak sawed 

circular, about thre e inches thick, that contained several auger holes. 

This was placed inside a fifty pound lard stand that contained about 

three inches of water. It was then placed on the stove. The students 

plac e d pint fruit jars of chocolate milk in the stand to keep it wa rm. 

The idea was so successful that it was the beginning of the hot 

lunch program. Jesse Marr e ss was the first worker paid for her 

work as manager of the soup kitchen as it was then called. She was 

assisted by N. y. A. girls. These were students receiving assistance 

from the Roos e velt Administration New Deal Program. 

. . . 1933 Federal assistance to s chool lunch 
On a national basis 1n 

operations began. 
more children 

This support stimulated the program; 

1 ·t of lunches improved. 
participated and the nutritional qua 1 Y 

'd t have a central h eating system. 
The Bakerville school di no 

Stov e s were used in each r oom . 
Ray Bone had an agre ement 

In 1934, 



W it h the s up rinl nd nt t 0 furnish 100 
57 

ricks of wood. 

fo r eac h r i k t hat was specified as 
He was paid $1 

burn i ng in stove s. 

to length and s1· ze . t bl f su1 a e .or 

Lloyd Marress and Gray Cavender J 
' r. were the school janitors . 

Their duties included sweeping th fl 
e oors, building s e ven fires each 

morning during winter months 
' carry out ashes, emptying waste 

baskets and taking care of the Colema 1. 
n gaso 1ne lanterns. They 

receiv ed $10 each per month for their janitorial services. 

During the same year, a night school was started for w. p. A. 

workers. It met in the Bakerville School and was instructed by Mrs. 

A1l cn B one. Of the twenty who first started to Bakerville, only nine 

graduate d. The y were Elizabeth Anderson, Ellis Hand, Arbi e Ladd, 

John Murphree, P o rch Murphree, Thelma Reynolds, Alma Stricklin, 

Lula Wiles and Euge nia Woods. Four of the girls in the first graduating 

class became teachers . The r e w e re Elizabeth Anderson , Thelma 

R eynolds, Lula Wiles and Eugenia Woods. 

The depression years worked hardships on the teache rs. The 

financial condition of the county was not sound. 
Teachers wer e paid 

their meager salaries by school warrants which in r eality were mere 

a mount of salary the teacher was paid. 
scraps of paper stating the 

The y w e re not w o rth face value immediately. 
If a teacher was able 

. d later it would b e pa id at 
l o r e ta in the warrant, sixty to ninety ays 

ril,e va lu e . 
and consequently discounted 

Only fe w c ould afford this 



t t,eni to banks. Others ct · 
iscount ed them to . 

private individuals. 
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The Humphreys County Board of E . 
ducation met and decided to 

give Drowen Rochelle $25 
extra each month if . 

it decided to transport 
the pupils from Bakerville to w 1 10 aver y. 

Some of the teachers who taught at B k . 
a erv11le were T. B w· • 1ngo, 

F . C . Hall, Rubye McKeel c B L 
' • • aws, Dorothy Parnell, Louise 

pack , Reggie Ray, Emna Jean Thomas M J 
• ary ane Whitfield, J. E. 

Surnmitt, Camille Bowles, Mary Alice McMackin, Oakley Massey, 

Eli:tabeth Trout, Helen Daniel, Whitson R. McClain, Elsie Franklin, 

Marie Franklin, Marie Farmer, Ruth Solomon, Margaret Bryant, 

Currie Moore, I. E. Hendrix, Frank C. Yeargan, J. E. Brandon, 

Ray W. Bone and W. D. Warrne. 

In 1945 Bakerville High School was closed because the attendance 

was low and it was consolidated with Waverly Central. This stunned 

the c ommunity and caused great grief among the parents. They were 

very sorry to give up their school. 

Porch-Re ed was a colored school that was located on top of a 

big hill on Highway 13 near Waverly. Few students attended. 

Waverly Colored School dates back many many years and part of 

b 
. laced lostordestroyedbyfire. Inl917 

their records have een m1sp • 

M F A Jones were teachers. 
• C. Jones and Mrs. • • 

County Board of Education, May 30, 
1 OMinutes of the Humphreys 

194 5, p . 145. 
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These two t ach rs wer e f 1 o lowed b H y annah Le e Summers 

' 
.Tnhnni1• B . Turner, J. H M b . ay err y ' Wynetta E. L oving , William 

Chil<lrcss, Fannie J. Childress L 11 ' oue a Brown, W W • . Lynes, Mrs . 

Mattyc Barr Porch and Mrs. Myrtle B. Reed. 

On May 1, 1945, durin g a m t· f 
ee ing O the Humphreys County Board 

of F,ducation, the Waverly Colored School was officially remaned, 

11 p 0 r c h-Reed S chool, 11 probably in honor of M rs. Mattye Barr Porch 

and Mr s. Myrtle B. Reed. 
11 

Teachers who saw service in this school 

since it has be e n known by this new name include Vera S. Blackmon, 

J la llil'. Hooper, Emogene Springer, Edgar Taylor, Grace Goodrich, 

D<· lla Wilhoite, Owen W. Warford, Jennie R. Warford, Alvin Fields, 

M. B. Coleman, Gladys Bond, James Poe, Katie Brantley, Albert 

Pirtl<~, Marvin Corlew, Mrs. Grace Goodrich, Mrs. Dorris Boyd, 

Mrs. Sylvia J. Gr een and Mrs. Nova Bryant. 

The bus d rive r s for Porch-Reed were R e v. Douglas Taylor, 

C 1 
12 Many walked to school. 

John Hoope r and P. J. o eman. 

efficiently operated by Mary L ee 
A cafeteria in the building was 

l3ox. Most all of the stude nts ate a hot lunch each day. 

no high school facili t ies for the 
For many y e ars t h e re were 

l Reed School and Negro 
gradnatc s of t h e Wave rly Colored or pore l-

t Board of Education, May 30, 
11 of th e Humphreys Coun y 

Minutes 
I <)71, p. l 71. · w July 18, 

P
ers onal interv1e , 

12 D gla s Taylor, 
Stateme nt by Rev. ou 
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t·hilclrt · n of Humphreys County w e r e 

transporte d by bu s to Di ck s on t o 

attend high school there . 
H umphr e ys Co t h 

un Y ad an arrangeme nt with 

Di ckson County wher e by a pe r pupil payment was made 
on a m onthly 

ba sis to pay fo r the e du catio n of the se young people. 

This s y
st

e m was unsatisfactory to Negro parents and a suit was 

br ot1 g ht by Mrs. J o hnnie Boyce and J. R. Carrethers in which they 

s ought to d e s egr egate Humphreys County Schools. The first Negro 

s tude nt e nter e d the previously all white schools in Waverly in January, 

J 9(i Z. The n Porch-R e ed School closed. 

Th e teachers that were elected by the Humphreys County Board 

of Erlu c ation for Porch-Reed for the school year 1945 were Grace 

13 
Goodrich, V e ra Blackman, Myrtle Reed and Mattie B. Porch. 

Y ear 

1961 - 1962 

19 (> 2 - 1963 

196 3 - 19 6 4 

1%5 - 1966 

14 PORCH-REED ENROLLMENT 

Grade s Number of Stude nts 

1 - 12 168 

1 - 8 85 

1 - 8 86 

1 - 8 
59 

l 3Mi nut e s from Humphreys 
d of Education, May 30, 

County Boar 

1973, p. 169. . . t ative Se r vi c es , 
d Adrnin1s r 

14 . . of Finance an ·11 T ennessee , 
T e nnesse e D i v1s 1on •lding Nashv1 e, 

d 11 Hull Bui , Arca of R esearch, Cor e 



In 19 36, Tribble wa s 
one of four high 

schools located in 

the Hustb 
C 15 Humphreys ounty . In 1909, 

Scho ol in Big Bottom were 
consolidated b th 

y e county board of 

urg School and Oak Grove 

educ at io n whi c h built a new four 
room £ram h e sc 001 building at the 

pr e s e nt sit e of Tribble School. 
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The land was donated by Ja F 
mes • Fowlkes, Sr., Mr. Perry 

More and Jim Mitchell. I 1922 
n C • M. Elmore taught at Tribble. 16 

In 1923 Clara Harris and Catherine Sa d 1 17 n ers a so taught there. 

In 1922 another room was added to the bui·ldi"ng. This building 

was destroyed by fire in February, 1923 I 1923 • n a new concrete 

school building was erected. 

In 19 30 a water system was installed in the building by Marion 

C. Mims and Lee Bruden. Electric lights were installed at the same 

time by Rex Plant. The gymnasium was built by the community in 

1932. This gymnasium was a well built structure. It even had a 

small balcony to increase seating capacity. The patrons of this 

school supported their basketball teams and filled the gym to capacity 

for every game. They also journeyed in large numbers to support the 

home team when they visited other schools. They considered their 

f h 
the game with Bakerville. 

m ost important game o t e year 

A Hl
·story of Humphreys County, (Columbia, 

15G i ll Knight Garrett, -
Te nn e ssee, 1973) p. 153. 

16 h Register, 1922. 
Tennessee T e ac ers 

· t 1923. 
I ?Tennessee Teachers Regis er, 
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Th fir st high s hool g raduates in 1 929 wer e Lonnie Mae Byrd, 

Byrd, Opal Hare ll, Beulah Crockett 
, Leslie Moore, Katy McCrary, 

Katherine Wh ite and Elizabeth Corlew. 

The fir st t e rm of Tribble school opened November, 1909 and 

c lo sed April, l9lO. The teachers were W. L. Rochelle, Miss Effie 

}3unncll , Charlie Burchar, Miss Susie Bunnell, Miss Nettie McCauley, 

Grove r Williams, Mary Owens, Bertha Henry, Casey Fuqua, Effie 

Mitche ll, B e ssie McCauley, Lillian Riley and Bessie Dobson. 

In 1956, Tribble School was closed. 18 The high school students 

we r e transported to Waverly and the grammar school students were 

sent to Lake View. 

. . strative Services, 
. ce Adrnrn1 

18Tennessce Division o~ Fd_1nan Nashville, Tennessee 
H 11 Buil ing, 

of Research, Cordell u 

Area 



CHAPTER IV 

CONTRIBUTIONS OF SOME HU 

HIGH SCHOOL GRAD~r~~:Ys COUNTY 

Se veral students have d 
gra uated from Humphreys County High 

Schools and have made many contributions to society. 
Included in 

this chapter is a partial list of the graduates. 

Will iam J • Peeler graduated from McEwen in 1945. He lives 

at 32 C e dar Hill Drive in Waverly and represents the twenty-third 

Senatorial District. Included in this district are Benton, Decator, 

Dick son, Hickman, Humphreys, Perry, Wayne and Williamson 

Countie s. He is also a member of the Humphreys County and Tennessee 

Bar Associations. He was president of the Young Democrats in 1950-

1953. l 

Thelma Ruth Bullington graduated from Waverly Central. She 

received h e r B. S. Degree from Austin Peay State University in 1970• 

. h" g at J p Ryan Elementary 
At the present time ( 197 3) she 1s teac m • • 

School in Croon, Maryland. 
2 

1Tennes s ee Blue Book, 197 l-7Z, P· 23 " 

personal interview, 
2Statement by Thelma Ruth Bullington, 

August 2, 1972. 



Ila M ry Gr nweU M 
, a cEwen graduate , 
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Degree from Austin Peay Stat U . . 
e niversity in 197 

2 . She is now 

received her M. A. 

teac hing hig h school math in H d 
en ersonville T 3 , ennessee. 

Kenneth Ross graduated from McE . 
wen High School in 1960. He 

received his B. S. Degree from Austin Peay State un· ·t 
iversi y. He is 

now coaching and teaching health at M E . 4 
c wen High School. 

Jessie Ray McNeil, a graduate of Waverly, 
is the principal of 

Lake View School. At the present time he is working on his M. A. 

Degree at Austin Peay State University. 

Martin H. Allison, a Waverly graduate, attended Austin Peay 

State University. He is affiliated with Consolidated Aluminum 

Corporation. 

Jimmy McClure, a Waverly graduate, also attended Austin 

Peay State University. He taught at Waverly High School for a short 

tim e . 

Ann Summe-rs Baggett, a graduate of Waverly, attended Austin 

Peay State University. She is now working with the Montgomery County 

Welfare Department in Clarksville. 

1972. 

d t attended Austin Peay 
Robert Joe Knight, a Waverly gra ua e, 

3 11 M y Greenwell, Stat em cnt by a ar 
Per sonal interview, August 15, 

4 h Warrior, 1973. 
S chool Annual, ~T~e:::_.:..:----
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in SL Louis, Illinoi s . 

is Supervisor for 
the Williams Fertilizer Company 

Shirley Kilgore , a Waverly grad t . 
ua e' is now teaching at the 

Waverly Junior High School. 
She also graduated from Austin Peay 

State Unive rsity. 

Lee Twilla t e aches at W 1 
aver Y Elementary School. She is a 

Wa verly graduat e who attended Austin Peay State U • . 
nivers1ty. 

Jane Summers Leach, a Waverly graduate, attended Austin Peay 

State Univ ersity• She plans to teach at Waverly Elementary School. 

She rry Mitchum Morgan, a Waverly graduate, attended Austin 

P eay State University. She teaches at Waverly Elementary School. 

Mabel L. Knight, a graduate of Waverly, received her B. S. 

and M. A. Degrees from Austin Peay State University. She is now 

5 
teaching at Waverly Elementary School. 

Norma Ross graduated from McEwen in 1958. She received her 

f T At the present time B. S. Degree from the University o ennessee. 

6 
::i he is teaching the fir st grade in McEwen School. 

1 aduate attended Austin Peay State 
Mary Lee Curl , a Waver Y gr ' 

C ty for a while. 
Unive rsity. She taught in Montgomery oun 

d te attended David Lipscomb 
Vicky Spann, a Waverly gra ua ' 

5statement by Mabel Knight, 
. July 2 , 1 9 7 3 

P
ersonal interview, 

. tion Yearbook, 1972- 73. 
(> Education Assoc1a Humphre y s 
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ollc g • h now teaches at the Wave rly El 

einentary School. 
Carol Goodwin , a Waverly graduate 

, attended Bethel College. 

She is tea chin g in the Waverly Elementary School. 

Dr. Grant Patter son, a graduat f W 
e o averly, received his 

Doctors Degree from the University of T 
ennessee. He is presently 

servin g in the armed forces. 

Almond Knight, a Waverly graduate, received his B. s. at 

Austin Peay State University and his M. A. Degree at George Peabody 

College for Teachers. He is teaching history at Waverly Central. 7 

Harold Knight, a Waverly graduate, is teaching at Waverly 

Central. 
8 

He received his B. A. Degree from Austin Peay State 

University and his M. A. Degree from George Peabody College. He 

is teaching math at Waverly Central High School. He has 26 hours 

above his M. A. Degree. 

De lmas Robertson, a Waverly graduate, received his B. S. from 

Austin Peay State University and his M. A. and M. Ed. Degree at 

Peabody. h · ipal and supervisor. He has been a classroom teac er, prmc 

County Board of Education elected him This year the Humphreys 

supe rviso r. 

b k 1972-73. 
7!:~~~~~~~~~~-~~A~~o~c1i~a~t~io~n~Y;.,;:e~a~r;.._.o_o_, Hump hreys Education s s 

8 
School Annual, Tiger, 1973 · 
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She li a Dac u s , a Wa ve r ly d 

gra ua t e , att d 
en ed the Martin Branch of 

the University of Te nne ssee. Sh 
e teaches at Waverly El ementary 

School. 

J oy c e Bullington g radu t d f 
a e rom McEwen School in 1945. She 

rece ived h er B . S. and is a candidate for the M, 
A. from Austin Peay 

Sta te Un ive r s ity. She is teaching social studies at McEwen High 

Schoo l. 
9 

Andy Stitt, a Waverly graduate, received his B. s. from Austin 

Peay State University and his M. A. from George Peabody College 

for T eachers. He is teaching history at Waverly Central. 10 

Gary Curtis, a McEwen graduate, has a B, S. Degree from the 

Unive r s ity of Tennessee. He teaches the seventh grade. He and his 

11 
wi fe , Frances, a re both members of the McEwen faculty. 

J o hnny Larkin, a McEwen graduate, received his B. S. Degree 

fro m Austin Peay State University. He is teaching science at McEwen 

High Sc hool. 

He T. J. C o l e man g raduated from McEwen School in 1967, 

attend ed Austin P eay State University and taught social studies at 

Wave rly Centr al H i gh S c hool in 1971. 

taught and coached at McEwen 
I3i ll Hendrix , a McEwen graduate, 

y book 1972-73, 
9Humphrey s E du c ation Association ear ' 

Y b ok 1972-73, 
10~~!£]~~~~9.~S:~:!1io~n~A~s~s~o~c~1~·a~t~i~o~n:._;;~e~a_r __ o_, !j:umphre y s 

11 The Warrio r , 197 3. School Annual , 



S h ol for several years . H 
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e received his B. 
S. from Austin Peay 

tatc University and M. A. from G 
eorge Peabody College. At the 

Pr sent time h e is an insurance 1 sa esman. 

William Ethridge a McEw 
' en graduate' re . d h ceive is B. S . Degree 

from Austin P e ay State University. H . 
e is teaching the eighth grade at 

McEwen School. He is also a member of the H h ump reys County 
12 

Quarterly Court. 

Ernest S. Ethridge attended college in El Paso, Texas. 

employed by the National Geographic Magazine for one year. 

head of the weather bureau in Shreveport, Louisiana. 

He was 

He is now 

Kathy Larkin, a McEwen graduate, received her B. S. Degree 

from Austin Peay State University. She teaches the eighth grade at 

13 
McEwen. 

Judy Johnson graduated from McEwen in 1965. She later attended 

Austin P e ay State University and received her B. S. Degree. She 

taught in McEwen School for a short time. 

Diane Vaughn, a Waverly graduate, attended Austin Peay State 

University. t the teaching profession soon. 
She plans to en er 

d t is the assistant principal at 
G e ne Trotter, a Waverly gra ua e, 

S 
d M A from Austin Peay 

W He recel·ved his B. • an • • a ve rly Central. 

1973. 

12statement by William E thridge, 

· w May 28, personal interv1e ' 

13 Th Warrior' 1973 
S chool Annual, !:....!~e::...._:~---



. 14 
tat Univ rs1ty . 

The lma Le Trotter w ' a a ve rly graduat 
e, received her B. s. 

Deg ree from Austin P eay St a t e University. 
She taught thirty - four 

Years i n Humph r e ys County b ef o ... e she t· 15 
~ re ired. 

Torruny Goodwin , a Waverly grad t 
ua e, attended Austin Peay 

State Univer s ity and received his B. s. D 
egree. He is now working for 

Arthur Ande r son Tax Accounting firm. 

Dorris H a m ilton, a Waverly graduate, attended Bethel College. 

He is t e a c hing a t t he Waverly Junior High School. 16 

Van K emp, a Waverly graduate, received his B. S. Degree from 

the University of Tennessee. He is employed by the Citizens Bank. 

Betty Jean Goodwin, a Waverly graduate, received her B. S. 

Degree from B ethel College. She did secretarial work for Du Pont 

fo r a short time . 

L i nda Goodwin, a Waverly graduate, received her B • S. Degree 

from B ethel College . She i s teaching at Hollywood School in Shelby 

County . 

B obby Ann Rober t son, 
a Waverly graduate, received her B. A. 

and M . A. D egree from Pea body. 
She is the librarian for the Junior 

1973 . 

14School Annual, Tiger, 1973 • 

l 5St atement b y Thelma Lee T rotter, 

·w JulyS , personal interv1e , 

. t· on Yearbook , 1972 -73. 
16 Education Assoc1a 1 Humphre ys 



High chool in Waver ly T 
• ennessee. 
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Car o l P utman, a Waverly 
student, received her degre e from 

Belmont C ollege . She · 
maJored in business 

and lives in Toledo, Ohio. 
Sam R e ynolds, a Waverl d 

Y gra uate re • d . , ceive his degree at the 

Un ive rsity of Martin. H · e i s teaching at W 
averly Junior High School. 

Barbara Rushton a Waverl 
, y graduate, received her degree from 

the University of Tennessee at Ma t· r in. She taught at the Waverly 

Elementary School for a short time. 

Frank Rushton, a Waverly student, works at First Federal 

in Waverly. He received his degree from the University of Tennessee 

at Martin. 

Byram Phy, a McEwen graduate, received his B. S. Degree 

from Austin Peay State University and his M. A. and Ed, S. from 

George Peabody College. He is the Superintendent of Humphreys 

17 
County Schools. 

M R L Sml.th, a Waverly graduate, attended Middle Ten-r s. ay • 

ne ssee State College, Union University, George Peabody College a nd 

West Tennessee State College. She taught in the Humphreys County 

Schools for several years before she started working for an insurance 

company. 

d ate is a prominent attorney. 
John Le e Williams, a McEwen gra u ' 

· July 15, 19 7 3. 
17 h personal interview, 

Statement by Byram P Y, 
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<J "s offi e is lo at d at 102 South Courts . 
.--,1 quare 1n Waverly. His law 

partners are Scot Porch and Bill Peeler. 

Mr. W • H. Knight, a Waverly graduate, was first elected 

Supe rinte ndent of Humphreys County in 1917. He remained in this 

leadership role most of the time until 1946. He married a former 

school teacher, Ollie Weather spoon, who taught in this county. Their 

two sons, Harold and Almond, are now teaching at Waverly Central 

High School. 

Reva Choate, a Waverly graduate, attended Austin Peay State 

University. She is now working for South Central Bell Telephone 

Company. 



CHAPTER y 

THE TRAGIC SCHOOL BUS ACCIDENT 

The Little Blue Creek Community, 
also known to many as Liberty, 

is located five miles west of McEwen School 
1 

th· . 
• n 1s very thinly settled 

area the students were transported to school ea h d h 
c ay on a sc ool bus. 

Jim Wallace was elected by the Humphreys County Board of 

Education, September 14, 1933, to drive the school bus at a salary of 

$44 per month. 
1 

The route was to end just below Wilbert Enochs on 

Little Blue Creek where the Wallace children would catch the bus. 

The Matlock children below them were to catch the bus on the old 

highway on the ridge. 

The students rode in an old car that was converted into a school 

bus. The homemade bus was a crude affair that was attached to the 

car frame. The roof had long nails that stuck down through the top of 

it. The back was fastened only with a screen door hook. 

Charlie Enochs and many other members On different occasions 

h County Board of Education 
of th e community went before the Hump reys 

and strongly objected to the bus being used. 
However, nothing was 

t B Oard of Education , 1 h ys Coun Y Minutes from the Hump re 
September 14, 1933, p. 32. 



d nc and the tension g rew as the 
73 

s tudents w 
ere transported to school 

eac h day b ecau se the s eat 
s we re full and stude t 

n s we r e standing in 
th e a isle . 

On the mornin g of December 6 1933 
' ' tr agedy struck the little 

community. Dorcha Marie Choate d h 
' aug te r of Mr. and Mrs, Chester 

Choate , known as Dorothy, was k "l l d 
l e instant ly when she fell out the 

back door of the school bus . 

Mary Ellen Johnson was on the bus that morni·ng. The following 

is a n e ye witness a ccount of the a c c ident as she remembers it when she 

was s ixteen y e a rs old. 

On t h e m orni ng of December 6, 1933, the bus stopped at Mary 

E ll en Johns o n 's h o u s e as u sual. Dor cha Marie Choate saved a seat 

fo r M ary E llen. S he a lway s did this because Mary Ellen was so tall 

that the roofing nail s h it her in top of the head if she stood. Mary 

Ell e n sat down with her books in he r lap. Dor othy did not sit down 

be s id e her, as she u s ually d id , b ut stood in the aisle beside her• 

The bus driver was s lowing down on the snowy road to pick up 

Mildred and Howard Henry. As the b us was going a r ound the c urve 

b ' house , Dorothy fell forward. efore approachin g the Henrys 
Then 

the b u s door cam e open that was 
as the bus swayed in t he curve, 

and Dorothy fell out t he back door . 
lat ched w ith a s cr een door hook, 

G d my siste r fe ll out . 11 

d · d 11 0h m y O • H e r brother, Leonar , s ai • 

· a "Oh my God, my sister is 
B e jumpe d o ut th e back of the bus a nd sai ' 



d ad . " Mary Ellen , her b t f . 
es riend , j um p ed t 

ou a l so touched h er and 
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r a li z d s h w as a lready dead . 

By that time the bus d . 
river had stopp d . 

. e in front of Fannie Henry's 
house . H e frantically picked D 

u p or ot hy and h . 
urriedly car ried her into 

Fannie H e nry ' s house and placed her 
on the bed in the midst of a lot 

of ironed clothes . 

The twenty-six s tudents on the bus panicked. 
Some were 

crying , screa ming and trembling as th 
ey st00d and gazed at the huge 

puddle of b l o od t hat w as s t i ll on the snow covered 
, hard surfaced road. 

The y wer e all i n a state of much confusion. 

In about thirt y minutes the parents, Chester and Mary Choate, 

a r rived. In the d e ep silence, no words were spoken, only the heart 

b roke n sobs of the parents and friends were heard all over the room. 

E ve ryone s t ood in grief and shock and waited for the Luff Bowen 

Ambulance to pic k up t he body to prepare it for burial. Mary Ellen 

walke d a b o ut thr ee miles to McEwen School to tell the faculty and 

. d 2 
fr ie nds about t he w o r st tr agedy that she had ever w1tnesse • 

After Dorothy w as prepared for burial, she was taken back to 

he r home , in Moon Hollow in t he Liberty Community. 
The funeral was 

preached in the home of her grandparents, Mr. a nd Mrs. Perry Choate. 

It was about a half a mil e b elow her house on the same farm. 

Clos e relatives Wh o atten
ded the funeral were her parents• Mr. 

hl C hoate h er brot hers , 
and Mrs . Cheste r Choate , her s i ster, Kat e en ' 

2 1 ·nterview July 2, 1973. 
Ellen H off , persona i • 

Statement b y Mary 
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1., onard nd Millard C h oate her d 

' gran parents, Mr. and Mrs. Perry 

Choate, and many aunts, uncles and other rel t· 
a ives. 

After the fune ral the casket was ca · d b 
rrie a out one-half mile 

{rorn the hous e to the Choate Cemetery that is located on a 
steep hill. 

The heartbroken family followed close behind the casket. Many 

neighbors in the rural community were dressed in overalls and print 

dresses, as they walked behind the family, to pay their last respects 

to a little girl that brought a ray of sunshine into their life. 

After the burial was completed, the grave was covered with 

lovely flowers. Some people took a flower home to press in a book as 

a last remembrance of Dorothy. Today the tombstone reads: 

Dorcha Marie Choate 
Aug 9 1923 
Dec 6 1933 

At Rest 

t d a huge, lovely cedar tree, that To the right of her grave s an s 

shades her grave any time of the day. 

·ty and tension could be felt 
The accident shook the entire communi 

everywhere. Shreds of fear 
one's convercould be detected in every 

·t of their loved ones as they 
f t nd securi Y sation concerning the sa e Y a 

would be transported to school. 

The neighbors and frie nd s 

Cemetery, that is located in the 

There was no insurance to cover 

. d shovels to Choate 
took their picks an 

Liberty Community, 
to dig her grave. 

. So the family had to 
the accident. 



Y 
all the burial expenses pa • 
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The family and t h e c omm ·t 
uni Y c ould not b 

ecorne reconciled to 
the fact that this horr ible accident had claimed h . 

t e h fe of a lovely 
young girl. 

Many things happened as 1 a resu t of the t 
ragedy. First the bus 

service wa s c ompletely stopped t o the L 'b 
l erty Community in 1933. 

It was n ot resto red u ntil 1948 . 
Thi s caused students who wished to 

continue their h i gh school e ducation to walk four miles a day to an 

adjoining c om munity to catch a bus. Joyce Enochs was the only one 

to complete her high school education after bus service was dis

continued. She walked a total of 2, 560 miles in order to graduate 

from high school. 

The second t h ing t hat happened was a demand for a school to be 

built. Liberty School was built in the community for grades 1 through 

8. It was built on the l and that belonged to Mr. and Mrs. Wilbert 

Enochs. 

The parents , Mr. a n d Mrs. Chester Choate, brought a lawsuit 

again s t the Hu mphreys C ount y Board of Education in the December 

t e r m of the C ircuit C ourt of Hump h reys County in 1934• 

The members of the community were called to testify about the 

h Some who appeared and testified were 
azardous condition of the bus. 

Wilbert Enochs, Mary Ellen 
John Marion Wallac e, Bill Wallace, 

Jo hn son a n d many others. 
3 

. May 1, 1973. 
3 h P

ersonal interview, 
Statement by Wilbert Enoc 5

' 



Ma k Simpson was t h e a tt 77 
orney for the 

c ounty. The attorneys 
for the Plaintiff we re Howard E. Brown 

' J • W • Stephen and w. F. 
Tur ner . 

The m e n who sat on the J·u 
ry were Horace Ca t 

r er, Bill Patter son 
J . F. Merideth, R. F. Davis, G. G J 

• arrell, James Roan, John 

L ehman, Tom Box, Edd Sherrod, F. D. Garber, Paul Carter 

4 
Walter Ander son. 

, and 

, 

The defendants were T. C. Miller, Doss Thompson, John James, 

J. P. Houseman, W. H. Crockett and Walter Long. 5 These were 

members of the Humphreys County Board of Education. 

After they heard the trial, the jury could not agree. It was a 

mistrial. This was recorded by L. D. Bohanan, clerk, on April 18, 

1935. The case was tried three times in Circuit Court in Humphreys 

6 
County. On each trial the jury was unable to agree. 

It was then decided that the case would be moved to Houston 

County because the Plaintiff felt he could not have a fair and impartial 

7 
trial in Humphreys County. 

4 Humphreys County Circuit Court Minutes, April 18, 1935, Book 

18, p. 330. 

5 County Circuit Court Minutes, April 23, 1935, Book 
Humphreys 

18, p. 2 59. 

County Circuit Court Minutes, 
April 23 , 1935, Book 

6 Humphr e y s 
18 , p . 25 9 . 

1935, Book 
. ·t Court Minutes, April 2l, 

7 
Humphreys County Circu1 

18 , p . 259. 
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An affidavit w as s i gned by D . A. Hatcher 
, T • A. Jordon, J. w . 

• , tcalf We s s J o hn s on, W. D . J o r don G W B k 
JV1c ' ' • • ur ett and J. w. 

ounn. It state d that they believed there was pre· d' . 
JU ice against the 

plaintiff . Therefore , h e could not have fair and impartial trial before 

I ·ury of Humphreys County. t 1c J 

After it was moved to Houston County, it still ended in a hung 

jury. After staying in cour t for a number of years, the case was 

thrown out of court. The Choates were never compensated for their 

loss. 

This is probably the only person killed while en route to school 

on a school bus in Humphreys County. 
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CONCLUSION 

The people of Humphr e ys County have al 
ways taken great pride 

in their schools . Many have given their time and se . f 
rv1ces or the 

advancement of education in their local commu •t my. 

As t he pendulum of time moves forward the 1 f th , peop e o e county 

will continue t o want the schools to have higher educational standards. 

T he s c hools in Humphreys County have progressed a long way 

since the first h i c kory pole house was erected for educational purposes. 

They certainly have better facilities for everyone at the present time. 

As the people look back over their progress in education through

out the years, they stand proudly and say, "It has been a great honor 

and privilege to help provide the students of Humphreys County with 

a better education. 11 They also plan to promote a better educational 

program for the students in the future. 
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