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ABSTRACT 

In Sept mber , 1949 , Amer ican -bo rn I va Togur i was 

sentenced to ten years in prison and fi ned $10 , 000 for 

commi t ting tr eason agai nst t he Unit ed States of America . 

According to t he Department of Just i ce , Ms . Toguri aided 

the Japanese gove rnment , the declared enemy of the United 

States, by making radio broadcasts with the in t ent of 

under mining Allied troop morale duripg World War II. 

The purpose of this paper is to divulge to the reader 

the circumstances surrounding her work for Radio Tokyo and 

her subsequent trial for treason. Background information 

is provided on Iva Toguri, along with a study of Japanese 

radio propaganda and its effects on Allied troops during 

World War II. Also included is a comparison of the at

titudes held by World War II veterans and Vietnam veterans 

concerning Iva Toguri's wartime activities, her trial, and 

recent pardon. 

Ms. Toguri did make broadcasts for Radio Tokyo during 

World War II. The author does not seek to deny her broad

casting activities. However, the fairness of her trial for 

treason is questionable. Because of her particular situation 

i n wartime Japan, and because of the obvious taint of racism 

concerning the treatment of Ms. Toguri compared with other 

Americans who worked at Radio Tokyo, this paper will seek t o 

prove her trial was a travesty of justice. 
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PREFACE 

Rac ial prejudice i n the United States i s not an 

exclusively Sout hern character istic. Those of Japanese 

ances try encountered this early in the twent i e t h cent ury, 

espec ially those livi ng on the western coast of the United 

States. These unfor t unates were forced to endure the same 

type of racia l hatred for which the South had become so 

famous . 

The Anti-Asian movement, or the "yellow peril, " did not 

aff ect the Japanese at first because they were considered 

more flexible, obedient and civilized than other Orientals. 1 

This sentiment had changed by the beginning of the twentieth 

century. Various laws were passed to restrict the civil 

liberties of all Orientals. A 1906 California school law 

decreed that Oriental children were to be taught separately. 

A 1913 Alien Land Law refused land purchases by "non-natives." 

Various anti-Oriental organizations sprang up. Some more 

influential of these organizations were the Native Sons of 

the Golden West, the League for the Exclusion of Orientals 

From California, and the Southern California Committee of the 

Thousand. 2 

1Margaret Boveri, Treason In the Twentieth Century 
( New York : G. P . Putnam & Sons, 1963), p. 170. 
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Amid all this, Iva Togur i was born i n Watts, a suburb 

of Los Angeles , Californi a, on July 4, 1916. 3 The daughter 

of Jun Toguri, a naturalized citizen of British Columbia , 

Ms. Togur i attended public schools in Calexico , San Diego 

and Compton, Califor nia. 4 I n 1939 s he rece ived a degree in 

zoology from the Univers i ty of California at Los Ange les . 5 

Examination of Ms . Togur i 's college transcript proves she 

was an above-average student in the study of l anguages. She 

took courses in Spanish, German and Greek. However, before 

l eaving for Japan, she had to attend a Japanese language 

sc hoo l for three months. 6 Although a Nisei, a first 

generation American born Japanese, Ms. Toguri was not fluent 

in Japanese. 

In 1941, Ms. Toguri's aunt became ill. Her mother, 

being bedridden, could not make the trip, so Iva Toguri 

sailed for Japan on July 5, 1941. 7 The trip was planned in 

such haste that she was unable to apply for a passport; 

3Louisville Courier-Journal, September 14, 1945, p. 10, 
col. 6. 

4Louisville Courier-Journal, September 8, 1947, p. 10 , 
col. 1 . 

5Louisville Courier-Journal, September 6 , 1945, p. 2 , 
col. 7 . 

6 Louisville Courier-Journal, September 8, 1949 , p . 10 , 
col. 1. See the appendix for a copy of Ms. Toguri's college 
transcript. 

7Louisville courier - Journal , Sept ember 8 , 1949, p. 10 
col . 1. 
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i nstead , s he got a ce r tificate of i dent ificat ion , since she 

planned to stay only six months . She applied f or a pass por t 

from the United States Consulat e i n Augus t of 1941, after 

arr iv ing in Japan . 8 

In late November of 1941, Ms. Toguri tel ephoned her 

father concerning United States--Japanese relations. Mr. 

Toguri said the papers indicated no serious trouble and for 

her t o do as she wished. 9 On December 1, 1941, Mr. Toguri 

cabled her to get aboard the Tatsu Maru. However , her 

clearance papers were processed too late through the 

Japanese Finance Committee, and she was unable to board the 

ship. This was the last ship out of Japan before hostilities 

broke out. Fearing reprisals by the Japanese government for 

harboring an American citizen, Ms. Toguri's aunt turned 

her out. She was denied a ration card, so .she was forced to 

walk the streets until she landed a job. Thus began the 

10 career of Iva Toguri, alias "Tokyo Rose." 

Does this sound like the story of a potential traitor? 

If Ms. Toguri was loyal to Japan, why did she attempt to 

leave? Was she an unfortunate, but loyal American citizen 

lOibid; Bill Kurtis, "Tokyo Rose-Two Wars Later," 
WBBM-TV Chicago, Illinois, November 4, 1969; Athens Banner
Hera l d , 

1

March 12, 1976, p.4, col. l. 
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who got stuck i n an i mpossible situation? Could somethi ng 

have happened t o her in Japan to make her turn against 

her country? Some people believe this was a possibility. 

At the Army's insistence, and against the wishes of 

the United States Navy and the Federal Bureau of Investi

gation, all people of Japanese descent who lived on the west 

coast were ordered to evacuate to relocation camps. 11 In 

1942, Iva Toguri's mother died at the Gila River relocation 
12 

camp , which was situated on an Indian reservation in Arizona. 

Although the treatment of the Jap~nese was less harsh in the 

United States than in Canada, writer Morton Grodzins, in his 

book Americans Betrayed, claimed the treatment of Japanese 

in the United States was a factor in Ms. Toguri's decision 

13 to broadcast for the Japanese. Later information given and 

action taken by Ms. Toguri severely weakens this claim. 

11 
Allan R. Bosworth, America's Concentration Camps 

(New York : W.W. Norton & Company, Inc., 1967), pp. 6-7. 

12Louisville Courier-Journ~l, September 8, 1949, p.10, 
col. 1., and Audrie Girdner and Anne Loftis, The Great Betrayal: 
The Evacuation of the Japanese-Americans During World War!..!. 
(New York : The MacMillan Company, 1969), pp. 216-217. 

13 • 171 173 Girdner and Loftis, Bover1, 2£· cit., pp. - ; 
.2.E. · cit., p. 424. 
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Chapte r I 

According to Time magaz ine, ther e ar e four ma i n fr ont s 

to mo dern war : mi litary, diplomatic, economic, and the 

fo urth--propagandistic. 
14 

What is propaganda and what is its 

f unc tion in warfare? Propaganda's chief purpose is" . 

t o destroy the morale of the enemy's fighting forces, break

ing the will to resist throughout the enemy's country, and 

the defensive aim of protecting one's own soldiers against 
15 

enemy propaganda." 

What then is treason? Treason is" ... the betrayal 

of one's own country by waging war against it or by consciously 
16 

and purposely acting to aid its enemies." A simple deduc-

tion allows us to conclude that the use of propaganda can be 

considered a treasonable act if used against one's own coun

try. Before discussing the treason trial of Iva Toguri, let 

us survey the use and effects of Japanese radio propaganda 

on U.S. troops during World War II. 

14 "Fourth Front: Propaganda," Time, Vol. 34 (October 
9 , 1939), pp. 64-65. 

15Terence H. Qualter, Propaganda and Psych~logical 
Warfare (New York: Random House, 1965), p. 16; Cyril Falls, 
The Second World War (London: Methuen & Company, LTD, 1948), 
P:-287. 

16william Morris (ed.), The American Hetitage D~ct~onary 
of the Eng lish Lan~uage (Boston: American Heritage Publ1sh1ng 
Company, INc., 196 ), p. 1367. 

1 
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Wor l d War II saw the rise of radio as" ... the biggest 

sour ce of propaganda intake." 17 Japan fi r st used radio for 

propaganda in the Manchurian crisis. In this defiance of 

the League of Nations, Japan used propaganda not only i n the 
, 18 enemy s country, but also for influence in her own country. 

By 1936, Japanese radio was censored to allow only the 

information supplied by military and governmental propaganda 
19 

agencies . The Japanese government chose ten Japanese 

newspaper, radio,and film executives to serve as advisors to 

the Japanese Government Information Office. 20 Japanese 

propaganda was directed by the information board, which 

maintained links with the Foreign Ministry, the army and 

the navy. In 1943 this board was headed by Eiji Arnau, who 

later lost his position after Japan lost Saipan ; he was 
21 

succeeded by Taketora Ogata. Sadai Iguchi, a former 

diplomatic aide to the famous Japanese ambassador to the 

17Paul Linebarger, Psychological Warfare (Washington, 
D.C. : Infantry Journal Press, 1948), p. 36 & E. Muller, 
"Waging War With Words," Current History, Vol. 50 (August, 
1939), pp. 24-27. 

18Harwood Childs and John Whitton, Propaganda~ 
Short Wave (Princeton, New Jersey: Princeton University 
Press, 1942), p. 53. 

19J c Butow Togo and the Coming of the War (Prince
ton, New Je;s~y: Pri~ceton University Press, 1961), p. 79. 

20New York Times, June 24, 1943, p.6, col. 1. 

21New York Times, July 21, 1944, p.3, col. 7; New 
York Times, July 23, 1944, p. 17, col. 3. 
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United States, Nomura, was one of his most important section 

leaders, In his position as director of f or eign propaganda, 

Iguchi replaced Tomakazu Hori. 22 

The procedure fo r Japanes e radio propaganda, according 

to Tatsuji Nakayama , a Japanese communicat i ons execut i ve, 

" .. . is to make your own people believe firs t , then t o dupe 

the third powers and finally to catch the enemy himself." 23 

In a mor e f rank manner, Japanese General Tojo urged Japanese 

pr opagandists to 11 
••• be~in attacks boldly with all your 

. ht " 24 m1. g . 

Although a study of Japanese propaganda during World 

War II 1 1 
•• • indicates thit the Japanese propaganda planner 

did not possess an accurate picture of events and motivating 

forces in America and consequently much of their broadcasting 

efforts completely missed the intended mark," 25 They were 

st i ll more aware of the power of radio than the Allies. 26 

22New York Times, December 19, 1943 , Sec. IV, p. 
col. 1. 

23New York Times, March 26, 1944, p. 30, col. 2. 

24New York Times, March 7, 1943, p. 28, col. 6. 

25wi l liam E. Daugherty with Morris Janowitz, A 
Psychological Warfare Casebook (Baltimore, Maryland : The 
John Hopkins Press, 1958), p. 430. 

4, 

26N n Corwin "Radio and Morale : We are Still Be-
orma ' P " S turday hind the Enemy i n Recognizing Radio's ower, a 

Review of Literature, Vol . 25 (July 4, 1942 ) , PP • 6- 7-
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In 1942 the Axis controlled s eventy shor t-wave stations, while 
27 

the United States mai nta i ned only twenty-three. While the 

United States was s till struggling to broadcas t in bas ic 

fo r eign l anguages, the Japanese could speak dialects from 

Esperanto to Fukienese. 28 This is just one example of how 

much more advanced the Axis powers were in radio broadcasting. 

Japanese radio propaganda reflected the influence of 

German Minister of Propaganda, Dr. Joseph Geobbels. The 

Japanese use of the racism theme was an idea of Dr. Goebbels. 29 

Berlin, Rome and Tokyo often exchanged news and were quick 

to seize upon events throughout the world and to turn them 

into the uses of psychological warfare. They emphasized 

setbacks of the democracies and the division among and with-

in democratic nations, spreading rumors designed to alarm, 

making capital alike of what the democratic people know as 

30 facts and what they might be induced to suspect. In an 

attempt to undermine Allied friendliness and lower morale 

among troops, the Axis powers would follow the Nazi pattern: 

27 
S.J. Rundt, "Short Wave Artillery: Still Weaker Than 

the Enemy's, " Nation, Vol. 155 (September 12, 1942), p . 210. 

28~ .• p. 211. 

29New York Times, February 4, 1942, p. 3, col. 6; 
S.C. Menefee, "What Tokyo Tells the World," Christi~n . 
Science Monitor Magazine, (December 19, 19~2), p. 5, Lad1.slas 
Farago and others, · rune·rrc·ans Organize to Win the War (New 
York: Harcourt, Brace and Company, 1942), p. 246. 

30New York Times, September 5, 1942, p. 1, col. 4 
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search for areas of dispute between Allies and expound on 

them; make phony news flashes like the bombing of San 

Francisco; and, to keep the Allies' interest, mention soon

to-be announced prisoner lists. 31 The Axis propaganda 

motto was, "The shortest road to tne conviciton of a people 

at war is political indoctrination." 32 

Was this motto put to wise use by the Japanese? Carlos 

Romulo, Resident Commissioner of tpe Phillippines after the 

war felt " . . . Japanese propaganda is the slyest ever." 33 

Yet in another New York Times article, the writer felt that 

Japanese radio propaganda was" ... ridiculous falsehoods 
34 

that no sane Occidental could possibly believe." 

How was the United States reacting to the Axis' attempts 

to influence the world in their favor? An Office of War 

Information, headed by Elmer Davis, a veteran newsman and 

radio reporter, was established by the government and used 
35 

to counteract Axis propaganda. An American radio show, 

''Lies From Tokyo," was also established to counteract the 

31New York Times, January 4, 1942, Sec. IV, P. 12, 
col. 6; "By the Ears," Time, Vol. 39 (January 26, 1942), 
pp. 51-53. 

32 
Corwin, loc. cit. 

33New York Times, October 22, 1944, Sec. VI, p. 5, 
col. 3. 

34New York Times, December 19, 1943, Sec. IV, p.4, 
col. 1. 

35New York Times, November 19, 1943, p. 8, col. 5. 
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false information var i ous Japanese propagandis t s were 

broadcasting. 
36 

Allied r ad io was also success ful i n jammi ng 

Axis broadcasts on the a i rwaves. 37 

Eiji Arnau, president of the Japanese Board of Informa

tion, cr iticized the "lowly attitude'' of the Allies, "who do 

not hes i tate to utilize any methods for the attainment of 

the i r objectives. The most skill~ul arts possessed by the 
38 United States and Britain are propaganda and trickery." 

Dr. Wei-Tao-Ming, Chinese Ampassador to the United 

States, feared the Japanese would destroy Allied cooperation, 

but British Foreign Secretary, Anthony Eden, and Secretary 

of the Navy, Frank Knox, felt the fallacy of Japanese 

propaganda would be realized by the Allied people. 39 Some 

American citizens, like the writers H.L. McClinton and 

Archibald MacLeish, also feared the influence of Japanese 

40 propaganda. MacLeish, Director of the Office of Facts 

and Figures felt, "The Japanese are seeking to create 

36New York Times, October 1, 1944, Sec II, p. 5, col. 1. 

37New York Times, April 26, 1942, Sec. VIII, p. 10, 
col. 6; New York Times, June 22, 1943, p. 3, col. 6. 

38New York Times, December 27, 1943, p. 3, col. 2. 

39New York Times, July 8, 1943, p. 3, col. 5; New York 
Ti.mes, December 11, 1943, p. 4, col. 7; New York Times, 
July 28, 1944, p. 5, col. 6, 

40F Morton "Radio Propaganda New Style,H Theatre 
Arts, Vol. 27 (Febr~ary, 1943), pp. 95-102; New York Times , 
Ma r ch 11, 1942 , p. 11, col. 4. 
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political, racial, and social antagonism which would--should 

their plotting succeed--separate our people into hostile 

groups and render political cohesion and the successful 

prosecution of the war extremely difficult." 41 Senator 

Robert A. Taft took issue with MacLeish's statement. He 

felt if the government would put more emphasis on military 

success rather than on propaganda battles, the war would be 

over sooner. He felt the American people were not dis

couraged. 42 

Did Japanese radio propaganda have an effect upon 

American troops? There are incidents to be cited both pro 

and con. There were some incidents cited which revealed that 

the propaganda had a detrimental effect on American troops, 

but the majority of these were in the early stages of the 

war when it seemed as though Japan might rule the Pacific. 

During the fall of Corregidor, Captain, Achille Tisdelle, 

a headquarters officer, observed that'' . . the damned Nips 

have got a new propaganda program that does not help our 

morale any. The men joke happily, but underneath they are 

disquieted. KZRH in Manila plays .American songs to American 

soldiers on Bataan and Corregidor at 2145 hours every night. 

41New York Times, March 11, 1942, p. 11, col. 4. 

42New York Times, May 3, 1942, p. 47, col. 6. 
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Theme song, ' Ships That Never Come In, ' followed by popular 

record s . " 
43 

The s train of t his s i t uat ion itself di d more 

toward lower ing t hei r morale than did the Japan es e rad io 

broadcasts . In the Doolittle raids over Tokyo, propaganda 

played an i mportant part on the nerves of the people in

volved, but it obviously did not h~mper their performance. 

Before Doolittle's raid on Tokyo, as his men were preparing 

for their famous attack, their 11 , confidence in the 

secrecy of their mission was shaken ... when they heard a 

propaganda broadcast from Radio Tokyo: 'Reuters, British 

news agency, has announced that three American bombers have 
44 

dropped bombs on Tokyo."' After the raid in Japan, only 

those who were near the bombed areas realized that Tokyo 

had been hit. Radio station JOAK pad conveniently gone off 

the air, rather than tell the trutp about the bombings. 45 

One incident where the Japanese radio propaganda 

affected American combat troops had an almost humorous side

light to it. During the baseball season when the Brooklyn 

team would fail to win, the Japanese radio announcer would 

say "dem burns" lost again. According to PFC Manuel Lopez, 

43James H. and William M, Belote, Corregidor; The Saga 
Of a Fortress (New York: Harper and Row, 1967), p. 78. 

44John Toland, The Rising~ (New York: Bantam Books, 
1970) , p . 349. 

45Ibi d. , p. 352. 
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a Brooklyn soldier, " .. . it took strictest orders toke p 

Brooklynit s from goi ng out swinging . " 46 

Br oadca s ts of glorious Japanese victories and shatt er i ng 

All ied defeats appear t o have been t he most ut ilized pr o

paganda idiom. "Anyone l i stening exclus ively t o Radio 

Tokyo could only conclude that Japan is winning the war 

in one broadcast a commentator acutally express ed joy that 

the U.S . troops had invaded Luzon pecause, 'now the Japanese 

can annihilate them in large numbers.' 11 47 

After the battle at Bougainville in the Solomon Islands , 

the Japanese victory claims were so boastful they broadcast 

that newspaper articles in the United States were actually 

doubting the existence of the Pacific Fleet. 48 After the 

second battle of the Solomons, Midway and the Coral Sea, the 

Japanese claimed to have crushed tpe hopes of the enemy 

completely. 49 After a successful American landing at Leyte 

Gulf, Japanese radio reported that the failure of American 

forces there caused much gloom bacJ in the states. U.S. 
50 

troop reaction to this broadcast w~s mere laughter. 

46New York Times, October 20, 1966, p. 11, col. 8. 

47R. Sherrod, "Two Weeks of Radio Tokyo," Life, 
Vol , 19 (February 18, 1945), p. 6. 

48New York Times, November 19, 1943 , p. 10 , col . 4. 

49New York Tim·es, August 9, 1942, Sec. IV, p. 5 , co l . 
3 ; New York Times, September 1, 1942, p. 3, col. 3. 

50New York Times, October 30, 1944 , p. 3, col. 1. 
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As if these ridiculous victories were not enough, 

Japanese radio planned a comic s tr i p study as a dr ive to 

crush the Allies . A reward was given fo r the best "hymn of 

hate '' against t he Allies. They also encouraged goadi ng of 

Americ an t roops who would have to do without l i quor , sugar 

and cigarettes at Christmas that year. 51 

At Leyte Gul f, Japanese propaganda backf i red. Radio 

Tokyo r eported t hat Leyte Gulf was a great victory for Japan 

and a ll of Admiral Mitscher's carriers had been sunk, along 

wit h the remainder of Admiral Halsey's Third Fleet. Ob

viously , most Japanese officers knew these claims were 

exaggerated, but they did not know the extent of exaggeration . 

This had an important effect on the Japanese plan of oper-
. 52 

ation. 

After the tide turned in favor of the Allies, the 

J apanese made some moves to revise their propaganda program 

t o meet " . with the war condition, which is gradually 

growing more acute." 53 They began to prepare the people 

fo r a longer war, yet still a final Japanese vic tory. Radio 

Tokyo broadcast, "Considering the fact that America is 

51New York Times, April 1 , 1943, p. 10 , col. 3 : New 
York Times, Marc h 25 , 1944, p. 6 , col. 5 ; New York Times , 
December 13, 1944 , p. 13 , col. 2 

52St 1 L Falk Dec ision at Leyt e (New York : W. W. 
an ey · ' :;..;~ .... -- 60 63 

Nor ton and Company, I nc., 1966) , PP· - · 

53New York Times, Apr il 1, 1943, p. 4, col. 6. 
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exert i ng i ts full ef f ort in the war, we Japanese peop le must 

no t neglect our du t i e s and must make our determinat i on 

st r onger than ever." 54 The broadcasts then pictured the 

American soldier as a tough, determined butcher. 55 This 

was a complete reversal of the earlier picture of the Amer 

ican soldier, who was seen as weak and cowardly. 

The fact t hat U. S. troops enjoyed Japanese radio more 

than American radio proved upsetting to some American 

citizens, but the GI continued to enjoy Axis propaganda , 

especially the women propagandists. 
56 

Even at Guadalcanal , 

in 1943 1 the American troops listened to a Tokyo radio 

program called the " Zero Hour" which talked about the food 

they missed at home and the girls they left behind. The 

troops liked this program because it commiserated with them. 57 

Because of this quality of propaganda, and/or entertain

ment being broadcast to U.S. troops, George Horne of the 

New York Times, urged a more dedicated effort to get American 

radio shows to Americ an troops. He is quoted, "They (the 

American troops) do not want to he~r a single program about 

54"Japanese First Words of President's Speech," Victory, 
Vol. 3 (September 15, 1942), p. 22, 

55Russell Brines, Until They Eat Stones (Philadelphia : 
J.B. Lippincott Company, 1944), p. 299. 

56New York Times, May 24, 1944, p. 5, col. 3; "Letters 
York Times, June 7, 1944, p. 18, col. 6. to the Times," New 

57New York Times, June 29, 1943, p . 8 , col. 3 . 
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how evil and dumb the enemy is, or a single, 'back the attack' 

program. They are already backing i t . They woul d like to 

hear more dance bands, light love s tor ies, l i ght musical 

comedies . . . . " 58 

There we r e some incidents, as at Corregidor, where 

Japanese radio propaganda was noted as lowering morale , but 

it was due mostly to the strain of the situation. Japanese 

radio propaganda failed in its attempt to induce American 

troops to believe they were fighting for the wrong side. 

Generally , American troops discovered that Japanese idiom 

" . . rang false and slang," and had little effect on them. 59 

To summarize, the Japanese found unrewarding targets in the 

American forces, and experience soon taught them that if 

one could not be sure of hoodwinking the enemy, it was best 

not to try. 60 

Who were the Japanese radio propagandist s during World 

War II? Many of them remain unknown, but several became as 

well known to American troops as the generals. 

Mrs. Henry Topping, an American, became one of the 

5B" Enemy Voices," Time, Vol. 44 ( July 24, 1944), P. 51. 

59Qualter, .2E.· ill·, p. 116; New York Times, December 
19 , 1943, Sec , tV, p. 4, col. 1. 

60c 1 Berger A Psychological Operations Bibliography 
(W hi tonarD . C. : De~artment of the Army , 1~60), p. 83 ; 
Te~: nc~gH. Qualter, Propaganda and Psychological Warfare 
(New York : Random House, 1955 ), p . 116 · 
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first well known J apanese propagandists. Mrs. Topping 

and her husband went to Japan in 1895 as missionaries. Mr. 

Topping died, but Mrs. Topping stayed in Japan, refusing an 

opportunity to return to the United States . She became 

secretary to Tokyohiko Kagawa, a Japanese Christian leader, 

ahd broadcast a program called "The Women's Hour . " 61 Mrs. 

Topping, a lady about eighty years old, often reported the 

conditions of American prisoners of war, assuring the Allies 

that they were II as comfortable and as happy as they 

could be away from home." 62 Mrs. Topping's son, Willard 

Topping, a Japanese language instructor for the U.S . Navy, 

denied the voice was his mother's because it sounded too 

63 
young. 

Various other Japanese radio propagandists were dis

covered, but little is know of them. A Miss Frances Hop

kins had a program on Tokyo radio entitled, "The Light of 

the East." She was rumored to be an American, but Amer

ican officials were unable to identify her. 
64 

In 1945, an American, Robert Don Chisholm, alias 

61New York Times, August 4, 1943, p. 19, col. 4. 

62New York Times, February 2, 1944, p. 5, col. 4. 

63New York Times, August 4, 1943 1 p. 19, col. 4; New 
York Times, March 4 1 1946, p. 7, col. l. 

64 A St 4, 1943, p. 19 1 col. 4. New York Times, ugu 
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Ame r ican Lord Haw Haw of t he Ori ent, was arrested and charged 

wi th col laborationist ac tivities. Chisholm had broadcast 

f or Japanese r ad io i n Shanghai. 65 In t hat same year, 

General MacArthur seized Mark Lewis Streeter , an American 

who wrote scripts for Tokyo radio and Lilly Abeg, alias 

Sybille Abe, a native of Germany, who was rumored to be the 

real "Tokyo Rose. " 66 From Tokyo , in another attempt to 

draw an Allied audience, the Japanese went so far as to 

employ Yoichi Hiraoka, a xylophonist who used to play in the 

United States. 67 

Of all the Japanese radio propagandists during World 

War II, none became more famous than "Tokyo Rose." The 

nickname, "Tokyo Rose" was a creation of American troops; 

there was never an announcer on Japanese radio who called 

herself "Tokyo Rose.' ' 68 "Tokyo Rose," actually a composite 

of several female voices, became the favorite of American 

troops. Although her program dealt primarily with enter

tainment, her broadcasts had some hp.sis in fact. "Tokyo 

Rose is sometimes uncomfortably clo~e to the truth. Her 

65New York Times, November 1, 1945, p. 3, col. 6. 

66New York Times, September 12, 1945, p. 1, col. 8. 

67 " Enemy Voices,"~. Vol . 44 (July 24, 1944), p. 51. 

68"Peace of the Roses: Tokyo Rose," Newsweek, Vol. 26 
(September 17 , 1945), pp . 96-97. 



broadcasts almost never exaggerate U.S. losses. She has 

built a reputation on accurat e broadcasts." 69 It was 

suspected that there we r e as many as s even "Tokyo Roses." 

However, from these s even , the United States government 

discovered one to be an American citizen. Her name was 

Iva Ikuko Toguri D' Aquino. 

15 

69"By 
Popular Among 
1944), p. 58 . 

Any Other Name: Toky,,o ~ose, Jap Propagandist 
American Listeners, ~• Vol . 43 (April 10, 



Chapter II 

What exactly was broadcas t by Iva Togur i t hat woul d 

constitute treason?, Th ' · d ff is is a 1 icult question to answer 

since t here were at least seven "Tokyo Roses." 70 This 

chapter will cover various broadcasts by the female 

announcer known to American GI's as "Tokyo Rose." By her 

own admission, some of these broadcasts were made by Ms. 

Toguri, others she vehemently denied. 

One of the first American publications to mention a 

Japanese radio announcer called "Tokyo Rose" was Time 

magazine. The broadcaster called herself "Little Orphan 

Annie," never "Tokyo Rose." The nickname "Tokyo Rose" was 

a creation of American GI's. 71 

What technique did "Tokyo Rose" use in her broadcasts? 

Author Louis Snyder described her as a woman with a" ... 

silken bedroom voice, who played popular tunes interspersed 

with a line of sexy chatter which convulsed American GI's." 72 

One particular line she used to weaken morale ran like this: 

"But the girl back home is q:rinking with some 4-F who's 

70Audrie Girdner and Anne Loftis, The Great Betrayal: 
The Evacuation of the Japanese-Americans During World W~r .!l 
(New York: The MacMillan Company, 1969), p. 424; Louisville 
Courier-Journal, September 14, 1945, p. 10, col. 6. 

71 "Enemy Voices," ~' Vol. 44 ( July 24, 1944), p. 51. 

72Louis Snyder The War: A Concise History, 1939-1945 
(New York : Julian Mess~er,Iii'c.", 1960), p. 254 . 
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r olling jn easy money . Maybe they 'll have supper too. 

Mm-m-m-m-m, wouldn't a ni ce thick s t eak t aste good now i n 

some cafe? But you won't ge t any of that out her e for a 

long time. " 73 

Her August 14, 1944 tape of t he rad io show, the "Zero 

Hour, " is available at the Nation~! Archives in Washington , 

D.C. The broadcaster chatted witq the audienc e , which she 

called her "favorite little family," and then olayed popular 

songs . She accused Allied troops of being "fi s hting orphans" 

and " boneheads of th ,~ Pacific. " She played po 'rnlar American 

songs like "My Resis t ance Is Low , " "Now It Can Be Told , " 

"Playmate" and then c~losed with "Qoodbye Now." The "Zero 

Hour" show was followed by a male announcer who played more 
74 

American music. 

Also available at the National Archives Ls a sound

track from a film do ne for the Upited States Ar my. On this 

recording, "Tokyo Ro s e" begins by announcing to the troops 

that s he is" ready for anptper vicious assault on your 

morale . " She asked the troops if they were fu l.l of beer and 

belligerance before having a mal~ ~roadcaster announce 

73Ibid. See also: C.L. Sulzberger, Th0 American 

H ·t p-.-t- Hi·story of World War II (New York : American eri age ic ure · __ ~-..... - - 8 Heritage Publishing Company, Inc., 1966), p. 30 · 

74Sound Recordings: Voicea of World_War .!.!., 1~37-1945. 
(W h' ton D c . The Nation al Archives August 14 , 1944 , a s ing , · · · 

Trust Fu nd Board). 
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Am rican casual ties. Th is 11 Tokyo Rose 11 cal led herself 

"o . 1 Enemy" and t hen proceeded to tell a litt l e of her 

background : her bi r t h , graduation from U.C.L.A. and how she 

fi na lly arrived at Radio Tokyo. 75 This apparently was the 

vo i ce of Iva Toguri. 

"Tokyo Rose" was t · 1 1 · 1 par icu ar y active dur i ng the strugg e 

for Guadalcanal . In one of her broadcasts, she described the 

marines on Guadalcanal under Gene:r,al Vandergrift as" 

summer insects which have dropped into the fires by themselves. 1176 

The marines there retaliated by making remarks about her virtue. 

Time magazine reported an American victory on Guadalcanal 

on August 8, 1943. "Tokyo Rose" broadcast an American defeat. 

This time her information was authentic. It would be February, 

77 1944, before the Americans could claim victory on Guadalcanal. 

However, "Tokyo Rose" continued to broadcast a Japanese victory, 

alt~ough Japan managed to evacuate only 12,000 troops from the 

island. Over 15,000 Japanese were killed or missing, 9,000 
. 78 

died from disease, and 1,000 were taken prisoner. 

75 Ibid. 

76Robert Leckie, Challenge in the Pacific: Guadalcanal 
The Turning Point of the War (Garden City, New York: Doubleday 
& Company, 1965), p. 105. 

77samuel B. Griffith II, Ttie Battle for Guadalcanal 
(Philadelphia : J.B. Lippincott Co~l963), PP• 66 & 71 • 

78 es Destroyer Squp.dron 23: Com~at Exploits of 
. Ken,JoGn 1iant Force (Philadelphia: Chilton Company, 

Arle1gh Burkes .::.:.:a-=--- __ _ 
1959, p. 121. 
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In the battle of Leyte Gulf , Admiral J.B . Oldendorf 

comm nted concerning Japan's attack with an inferior force, 

"Neve r gi ve a sucker a chance. " This statement infuriated 

Tokyo and Admiral Oldendorf became a prime target in "Tokyo 

Rose's " broadcasts . She claimed Amer i can troops were 

pleading fo r help to fight against the Japanese. 79 After 

the successful American landing at Leyte, "Tokyo Rose" broad

cast, "The American great naval defeat caused great gloom in 

New York when news was flashed around the Times Building in 
80 

Times Square." This somewhat damaged her credibility 

as a serious propagandist with American troops. 

In October, 1944, in one of the battles of the 

Philippine Sea, "Tokyo Rose" broadcast that the Japanese 

Navy had rendered the United States Navy, under Admiral 

Halsey, insignificant. This had been reported five or six 

. t 81 times before and was again un rue. 

When the famed "Flying Tigers" were replaced by the 

Tenth Air Force, "Tokyo Rose" predicted an easy victory for 

Japan. Fortunately for the Allied cause, General C.L. 

Chennault and Colonel Robert Scott were able to make the 

79samuel E. Morison, Leyte: June 1944-January 1945 
(B t L·ttl Brown & Company, 1958), pp. 202N & 296. os on: i e, 

80 New York Times' October 30' 1944' p. 3 ' col. 1. 

81Charles A. Lockwood and Han Ch_ristian Adamson, 
Y k Thomas Y. Crowell 

Battles of the Philippine~ (New or · 
Co., 1967),p. 147. 



transition per iod easier than "Tokyo Rose" had hoped . 82 

Colonel William Ear eckson, of the Al eutian Campaign, 

conduc ted a personal battle with "Tokyo Rose" by broad

casting sarcastic remarks back to her over the radio. Once, 

when Colonel Eareckson flew home for a visit, "Tokyo Rose" 

reported he had been shot down at sea on January 13, 1943. 

83 He vowed to return and did to prove her wrong . 

"Tokyo Rose's" information about the 509th Composite 

Group at Tinian, the Pacific island located between Guam 

and Saipan, was sparse. Japan had picked up only rumors 

of the activities of the ground crew of the 509th. "Tokyo 

Rose " reported they were training for" . America's 

last desperate resort: magic." 84 For several weeks before 

dropping the atomic bomb, Colonel Paul Tibbets of the 509th 

had been sending B-29's over Japan. As planned by Colonel 

Tibbets, the damage caused by these raids was so small, the 

Japanese did not return fire. "Tokyo Rose" broadcast to 

American GI's, "You are now reduced to small missions of 
85 

three planes, and the bombs they drop are real duds. " 

82Edward Jablonski, ·Tragic Victories (Garden City, 
New York: Doubleday & Co., Inc., 1971), p. 47. 
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83Brian Garfield, The Thousand Mile War: World War.!.! 
in Alaska and the Aleutians(Garden City, New York: Doubleday 
&Company,Inc-. ,-1969), p. 157. 

84David Bergamini, Japan's Imperial Conspiracy (New 
York: William Morrow & Co., 1971), p. 50. 

85Robert c. Batchelder, The Irreversible Decision: 
M' fflin Company, 1962), p. 123. 1939-1950 (Boston: Houghton- 1 
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Unknown to he r , these missions were jus t pract i ce runs, 

fo r one of these planes was the· Enola Gay. 

After t he at omic bombing of Hiroshima , "Tokyo Rose" 

broadcas t that " ... there had been a small r a id by three 

a i rp l anes on Hi r oshi ma. " 86 An hour later, with no expla

nation, t he rad i o s t ation announced that train service to 

Hiros hima had been discontinued. 87 

"Tokyo Rose's" broadcasts, though often ridiculous, 

were often uncomfortably close to t~e truth. Several times 

she announced the date of a supposedly secret Allied mission. 

Her broadcasts seldom exaggerated American losses. One 

particular broadcast about American losses, made in August, 

1943, went like this: "Well, you boys in Moresby, how did 

you like that ack-ack last night over Rabaul? Your 

communique didn't say anything about losing those two 

fortresses did they?" 88 

In December, 1941, when Admiral William Pye and Admiral 

M.F. Draemel decided not to send a relief force to Wake 

Island, many troops were angry and qisappointed. The morale 

s ituation worsened when men at the Officer's Club, at Pearl 

Ground 
86Fletcher Knebel and Charles W. Bailey 

(New York: Harper & Brothers, 1960), pp. 

87 Ibid. 

II, No High 
93 & 208. 

88" By Any Other Name: Toky
110 

Rose, Jap Propagandists 

Ame r1·can Listeners, ~' Vol . 43 (April 10 , 
Popular Among 
1944), p . 58 . 
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Harbor heard a "Tokyo Rose " broadcast taunt, "Wher e, oh 

where is the United States Navy?" 89 

General Douglas MacArthur was often a victim of "Tokyo 

Rose's " radio insults . She threatened that MacArthur would be 

hanged in the Imper i a l Plaza in Tokyo after the ultimate Japan

ese victory . 
90 

MacArthur felt "Tokyo Rose" was especially ef

fective on troop morale prior to the fall of Bataan because she 

repeatedly broadcast to the Americaµ and Filipino troops that 
91 

All ied aid went to the European theatre of war first. 

In some situations, of course, broadcasts like these 

could and did have a serious effect on troop morale. However, 

most GI's seemed to enjoy "Tokyo Rose" and other female 
92 

broadcasters working for Axis radio. The majority of U.S. 

troops found the Axis radio broadcasts had" ... little if 

any bearing on morale, and as propaganda they were efficient 

only in the sense of being good entertainment. The consensus 

is that American fighting men are pretty impervious to 

propaganda. They will probably continue to listen to 'Tokyo 
93 

Rose ,' but no one at home need worry about that. " 

89
John Toland, But Not In Shame : The Six Months After 

Pear l Harbor (New York: Random House, 1961), p. 103. 

90nouglas MacArthur, Reminiscences (New York: _McGraw-
Hill Book Company, 1964), p. 143. 

91rbid ., p . 130 . 

92 New Yor k Ti mes , May 24, 1944, p. 5, co l . 3. 

93New York Times , March 27, 1944 , p . 4, col. 2 . 



Chapt er III 

The Domes tic Subversion Desk, under General Dougl as 

MacAr t hur , handled a l l information concerning any prisoner 

thought to be "Tokyo Rose . " 94 In 1945, Iva Toguri " . . . 

fell right i nto the Allies' hands. " 95 She was cl assified 

as a minor war criminal and placed under the custody of 

Genera l Robert Eichelberger at Sugamo prison i P Yokohama. 96 

In October, 1946, Iva Toguri was relased from prison 

due t o lack of evidence on the ch~~~e of dispen s ing sub

versive propaganda and because "Tokyo Rose" was a" 

composite person with at l east a dozen voices. " 97 

In 1947 Iva Toguri asked for a permit from the U.S. 

98 Consulate in Yokohama to return to the United St ates. A 

Gold Star mother, upon hearing of Ms. Toguri's request to 

94
nouglas MacArthur and His General Sta cf , Reports of 

General MacArthur (Washingtan 1 D.C.; U.S. Government Print
ing Office, 1966), p. 256. 

95
Frances Miller, History~ World War I..!. ~New York : 

The Publisher's Guild, 1945), p. 43 and New York Times, 
September 12, 1945, p. 1, col, 8. 

96R b t L Eichelberger, Our Jungle Ro ad to To~yo 0 
er : 1950)- 266 · Courtney Whitney, (New York . The Viking Press' ' p. , k. Alf d A 

. d With Htstory (New Yor . re . 
~acA~th~~~6~is Re~8~~v~~~isville Courier-Journa l , November 7, 

nop ' ' pl. 6. 'New Yo:rk Time■ . October 19 ' 1945, P. 2, 194 7 1 P , 15 1 CQ • I . . I 

col. 7 . 

23 



24 

return to the Unitect States, protested to radio announcer 

Wa lter Winchell. Winchell relayed this protest over the 

99 radio to the United States Attorney General, Thomas Clark . 

Although this was the beginning of r enewed publ ic interest 

in the "Tokyo Rose" story, as early as 1945, a United States 

attorney, Charles H. Carr, had requested Iva Toguri be tried 
100 

for treason. Two years later the F . B.I. was still seek-

ing the required two witnesses to indict her for treason. lOl 

At this point, Clark Lee and Harry Brundidge became involved 

in the Iva Toguri story. 

When Tokyo was occupied by Allied forces , a Japanese 

newsman named Yamashita, helped Harry Brundidge and Clark Lee 
102 

find Iva Toguri, alias "Tokyo Rose." Brundidge and Lee 

were two of the first reporters to interview Ms. Toguri. She 

disclosed to them she had worked for Radio Tokyo for $6.60 

a week because the alternative to propaganda broadcasting 

was work in a munitions factory. She had gone to Japan to 

visit her mother's sister and claimed to hate everything 

about Japan. She supported herself as a typist, which led 

to a job with the Japanese Bro~dcasting Corporation. Aided 

99 r H II E · r Vol 71 Diane Arbus, "Tokyo Rose s ome, sgu1 e, . 
(May, 1969), pp. 168-69. 

lOONew York Times, September 14, 1945, p. 4, col. 1. 

101New York Times, December 4, 1947, p. 19, col. 4. 

102John Toland, The Rising~ (New York: Bantam Books , 

1967), pp. 977-78. 
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by two captains, one Australian and one Amer ican, she agreed 

to make a daily fifteen-minute broadcast to Alli ed troops. 1o3 

Mr. Brundidge offer ed her $2, 000 to publish her story, 

which he would ghost write , in- Gosmopol i tan magazi ne . The 

editor of Cosmopo li t an was astounded t hat Brundidge had 

negotiated a deal wi t h a traitor. When he demanded an ex

planation, Brund i dge t urned his story over to Cl ark Lee. Lee 

submitted hi s own version of the story to the Int ernational 

News Service, which released it at once. 104 

In early 1948, Brundidge stated that he and Clark Lee 

had obt a ined a full confession from Iva Toguri. The Attorney 

General , Thomas Clark, heard of Brundidge's statement and sent 

him to Tokyo where Ms. Toguri was living in the peripheral _ 

area of the city. lOS After further investigation, Harry 

Brundidge and Clark Lee became the two witnesses the govern-

106 
ment needed to charge her with treason. In August 1948, 

Attorney General Clark ordered the arrest of Iva Toguri and 

announced she would be brought fro~ Japan to the United States 

103 Ibid.; New York Times, Septem~er 9, 1945, p. 16,
11 

col . 3 ; Harry T . Brundidge, "America's First Woman Traitor, 
America n Mercury, Vol. 78 (January, 1954), PP• 37-41. 

104John Toland, 1:.££· ill· 
105 "A Case Against Rose'" . Newsweek' Vol. 32 (August 

30, 1948) , p . 20 ; Louisville Courier-Journal, August 17, 
1948, p. 2, col . 5 

106"A Case Aga i nst Rose , " News week , Vol. 32 (Augus t 

30, 1948), p. 20. 
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to stand trial fo r t reason. 107 

The arres t must have seemed i r oni c t o Ms . Toguri . She 

had been released from pr i son in 1946 and al) charges against 

her were dr opped . Earlier , on Augus t 7 , 1945 , the Navy 

Department had awar ded "Tokyo Rose" a citation f or" 

contr i buting greatly to the morale of American armed forces 

in the Pacific . " 
108 

Unfortunately, they did not specify 

which Rose. 

Fr om t he beginning, Ms. Toguri claimed her radio pro

gram dea lt with musical recordings and had nothing to do 

with treason. Her comment concerning her upcoming trial was 

laced with stoicism: "I would just as soon go through with 

it and have it over . I have been in the air for three years 
109 not knowing my fate." 

In 1948, thirty-two year old Iva Toguri began her 

battle against the charge of treason in a San Francisco 

federal court. llO Wayne Collins was the lawyer who defended 

her against the charge of '' knowingly, intentionally, 

willfully, unlawfully, feloniously, traitorously, and treason-
111 

ably, " aiding the Japanese government. 

107New York Times, August 17, 1948, p. 1, col. 6; 
Lous i ville Courier-Journal, August 17, 1948, p. 2 , col. 5 · 

108 T k Roses, " Nevisweek I Vo 1. 26 "Peace of the Roses: o yo 
(Sept embe r 17 , 1945), pp . 96-97. 

109New York Times, August 17, 1948, p. 1, col. 6. 

t 17 1948, p. 1, col . 6 . llONew York Times, Augus , 

September 26, 1948, p . 40, col. 1 . l l lNew York Ti mes , 
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Ms. Toguri de nied having broadcas t sc r ipts" with 

the intent of undermini ng t he mor ale of American t r oops i n 
112 

t he Pac i fic . " Sh 1 e c aimed the scr ip t s wer e written by 

an Australian and American off icer ; therefore, she assumed 

h h 1 f 113 t ey wer e arm ess or broadcast to Allied troops . 

At the grand jury session in September, 1948, witnesses 

Clark Lee and Harry Brundidge were extremely cri t ical of the 

American off icer, Captain Wallace Ince, who helped Ms. Toguri 

learn the broadcasting business. The grand jury demanded 

an i ndic tment for Captain Ince as well as for Ms. Toguri. When 

i nformed the captain was not under the jurisdiction of the 

court, the jury refused to indict Ms. Toguri. After the 

Justice Department assured the jury the captain would also 

be prosecuted, Ms. Toguri was indicted. Captain Ince's fate 

114 was to be promoted to the rank of major. 

Defense attorney Collins asked for a dismissal of charges 

based on forty-five technical objections to the indictment. 

The court refused . 115 Ms. Toguri was also refused bail and 

112New York Times, October 9, 1948, P, 5, col. 1 . 

113Ibid. 

114J h Toland The Rising Sun (New York: Bantam Books 
o n Althou h this statement was made, the 

1970), pp. 977-78 . y . edit had no jurisdiction over 
Justice Depar t ment later c ai~litary personnel See the 
Captain I nce because he was mt tin the Appe~dix . 
l etter from the Jus t ice Depar men 

115New York Times, October 19, 1948, p. 5 , col. 1. 
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remained in custody, t hough not jai l, for the duration of her 

trial. The court feared she might seek s anctuary in another 

count r y if allowed free. 116 

During the months preced i ng the trial , the lawyers 

argued over the subpoenaing of prospective witnesses . In 

the final decis i on , only the prosecution was allowed to 

1 . 117 
subpoena a i ens. The defense's request to subpoena 

aliens was denied, but they were allowed to take depositions 

118 f r om aliens at the government's expense. The prosecution 

witnesses were flown to San Francisco by the federal govern

men t and given ten dollars a day while they testified. No 

money was available for the forty-three defense witnesses, 

so nineteen of them signed depositions in Japan and were 
119 questioned by the F.B.I. 

An all-white jury was selected--six men and six women. 120 

Several Negroes were turned down as acceptable jurors, but a 

World War II veteran was seated. 121 The trial opened in 

July, 1949. Wayne Collins, the defense lawyer, and Tom 

116New York Times, October 15, 1948, P, 6, col. 7. 

117New York Times, January 4, 1949, p. 14, col. 7. 

118New York Times, March 15, 1949, p. 18, col. 1. 

119 R Is Home, 11 Esquire, Vol. 71 Diane Arbus , "Tokyo ose 
(May, 1969 ), pp. 168-69. 

20 Treason ._in the Twentieth Century 1 Margaret Boveri, 
(New York: G. P . Put nam & Sons, 1963), p. 173. 

121 July 61 1949, p. 16, co l . 2. New York Time s, 
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DeWolfe, the prosecuting attorney, presented the case before 

Judge Michael Roche. 122 Mr . Co llins began by asking for a 

dismissal of the treason charges because Ms. Togur i was a 

Portuguese citizen due to her marriage to Felipe D'Aquino , 123 

D'Aquino , an emp l oyee of the Domei News Agency and later 

an inter preter for U.S. occupation forces in Japan, married 

Ms. Togur i in 1945. 124 Th~ court dismissed thi s request 

because the majority of her broadcasts were made before 

1945. 125 

After all attempts for dismissal were refused, the 

trial , with its parade of witnesses, began. One of the 

first witnesses for the prosecution was Clark Lee, the news 

reporter who, with Harry Brundidge, had interviewed Ms. 

Toguri in Tokyo in September, 1945. In that interview, 

Lee claimed Ms. Toguri admitted writing her own radio 

scripts. She also admitted refusing to quit her job at 

Radio Tokyo although her husband requested she do so. 

According to Lee, Ms. Toguri was pro"d of her fame among 

Allied soldiers. She claimed to be the real "Tokyo Rose" 

122New York Times, July 8, Ie49, p. 8, col. 3 ; _New 
York Times, July 7

1 
1949 , p. 14, col. 2 and New York Times, 

August 14 , 1949, p. 33, col. 5. 

123New York Times, July 8, 1949, p. 8, col. 3 . 

124 · t Bover i, ££ · £.:._ · , 
Journal, August 17 , 1948, P• 

125 . " t 
Boveri, ££ · ~-' 

pp. l71-73 ; Louisville Cour i er -
2, col. 5. 

p . 172. 



30 

after she learned of her famous nickname through Swiss 

channels. 
126 

Kenkichi Oki, a f ormer Radio Tokyo employee, testified 

that Ms. Toguri was not forced to broadcast propaganda. 127 

However, under cross-examination by the defense, Mr. Oki 

admitted he once stated Ms. Toguri had never broadcast news 

128 or commentary for Radio Tokyo. 

Mr. Oki's credibility as a witness was questionable. He 

was a former United States citizen who renounced his citizen

ship. If Ms. Toguri had renounced her citizenship, she 

could not have been tried for treason in the United States. 

However, a more credible witness, Satoshi Nakamura, the 

master of ceremonies on the "Zero Hour'' program, also testi-

129 fied that Ms. Toguri was not forced to work for Radio Tokyo. 

The testimonies of two other prosecution witnesses were 

particularly interesting. Hiromu Yagi, a tourist bureau 

representative, testified against Ms. Toguri. Like the 

other witnesses, he claimed Ms. Toguri was not forced to 

broadcast for Radio Tokyo; however, Yagi later admitted to 

F.B.I. agent Frank Tillman that he was bribed and brought to 

126New York Times, July 15, 1949, p. 12, col. 4. 

127New York Times, July 19, 1949, p. 14, col. 4. 

128New York Times, July 20, 1949, p. 12, col. 4. 

129New York Times, August 9 , 1949, p . 12, col. 6. 
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trial by the government and had testified falsely. Mr. 

Tillman released this information while on the witness 

stand for the prosecution. Although a government witness had 

confessed to perjuring himself while on the witness stand, 

d R h f . 130 
Ju ge oc e ailed to call a mistrial. 

From the trial's beginning and against the defense's 

objections, the prosecution wanted to play reproductions of 

the " Zero Hour" broadcasts. 131 Defense objections were 

overruled and a recording of the "Zero Hour" program, sup-

posedly made by Ms. Toguri, was played to the trial parti-

cipants. 
132 

At first the jury was not allowed to hear 

the recordings, but a few days later two recordings were 

admitted as evidence for the prosecution. The first record

ing, dated September 4, 1944, read, "The island of Saipan 

is mined with high explosives. You'll have forty-eight 

hours to clear the island. If you don't do it, you'll be 

blown sky high." The second recording, made in the spring 

of 1945, was much more personal in pature. "Wonder who your 

wives and girlfriends are out with tonight? Maybe a 4-F 

or somebody from a war plant, making a lot of money, while 

d 11 133 
you are out fighting, knowing you can't succee · 

130 
Louisville Courier-Journal, July 28, 1949, 

col. 3. 
131New York July 7, l949, p. 14, col. Times, 

132New York Times, July 30, 1949, p. 5, col. 

p. 

2. 

4. 

133New York August 3, 1949, p . 12, col. 7. 
Times, 

14, 
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Accor di ng to available sources, only six actual record-

ings of '' Tokyo Rose " broadcasts wer e available and the prose

cution broke one of them. It was never proven that either 

recording presented at the trial was actually made by Ms. 

Toguri. She did not deny making t he t wo broadcasts played to 

the jury, but neither was the recording which convic ted her 
134 

of treason. On Augus t 13 , 1949, a ft er present i ng t hese 

recordings, the pr osecution rested . 135 

One of t he f irst witnesses to testify for the defense 

was Co lone l Shi ge tsugu Tsuneishi, the official in charge of 

prisoner o f war broadcasts. According to Colonel Tsuneishi , 

t he purpose of Japanese propaganda broadcasting was to 

" .. promote psychological warfare on the troops and cause 

136 them to become tired and disgusted with the war. " He 

f elt the broadcasts made by Ms , Toguri appealed to the 

137 enemy , but were ineffective for propaganda purposes. 

Colonel Tsuneishi further testified that if Ms. Toguri had 

refused t o broadcast for the Japanese, she could have faced 
138 

conscr ipt ion into the army to do the broadcasts. George 

Mitsushio, a former Radio Tokyo official who had renounced 

his American citizenship, also claimed the "Zero Hour " program 

134niane Arbus , "Tokyo Rose Is Home , " Esquire, Vol. 71 

(May 1 1969) I pp. 168- 69. 

135N ew Yor k Times, August 13 , 1949, p . 4, co l. 1. 

136New York Time s, July 12 , 1949 , p . 2 , col. 2. 

137New York Times, July 13, 1949 , p. 11, col. 2. 

138New York Times, July 14, 1949, p. 16, col. 3. 



139 was broadcast solely fo r entertainment . " 

On July 26, Ms. Toguri took t he stand i n her own 
140 

defense. She claimed she was classified as an enemy 

33 

agent in Japan and under constant surveillance by the 

Japanese Thought Pol i ce. 141 Because of her classification , 

few jobs were opened to her. For a while, she worked as a 

typist for the Domei News Service, then as a typist at the 
142 

Danish Legation, and later as a typist for Radio Tokyo. 

When she began work at Radio Tokyo, a female English-speaking 

Japanese national was already broaqcasting the "Zero Hour" 

program. Captain Charles Cousens, an Australian, who had 

been captured by the J apanese in Malaya, was responsible for 

the preparation of the scripts. When the Japanese national 

was taken ill, Captain Cousens chose Ms. Toguri to take her 
143 

place. She claimed to have wor~ed with Captain Cousens 

and an American prisoner of war, Captain Wallace Ince, and 

together they sought to make the broadcasts more entertaining 

139New York Times, July 22, 1949, p. 7, col. 2. 

140New York Times, July 26, 1949, p. 18 , col. 1. 

14lniane Arbus, "Tokyo Rose Is Home," Esquire, Vol. 71 
(May, 1969), pp. 168-69; Louisville Courier-Journal, 
(September 30, 1949, p. 1, col. 6. 

142Louisville Courier-Journal, September 30, 1949, 

p . 1, col. 6. 

143Elliot R. Thorpe, East Wipd, Rapin : _Tf~e 1~~~9~~9 
• Officer in the aci i c, 

Account of !!!, In t e l ligence d 1969 )-pp.224-27 . 
(Boston: Fambit Incorporate ' ' 



h d . 144 
tan propagan 1stic. In their testimonies, Cousens and 

Ince both corroborated her statement of i nnoce nce, although 

they did not confide in her about t he i r pl ans t o sabotage 

the Japanese radio pro gr am. 145 
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Ms. Toguri claimed she hoodwinked the Japanese in her 

radio br oadc ast s and t hus boosted the morale of Allied 

soldie r s, rather than lowering it. She even visited the 

Bunka pr i soner of war camp to distribute tobacco , fruit, 

and medicine to the prisoners there. 146 In return for her 

ki ndness to Allied prisoners of war, American soldiers 

brought her candy and flowers while she was in prison in 

1945. 147 While there, Ms. Toguri claimed she was awarded 

a citation by the United States Navy for" ... contributing 

greatly to the morale of our armed services in the Pacific 
148 

area." When she was released from prison in October, 

1946, the U.S. Army issued the following statement: "The 

Department of Justice no longer destreg Iva Toguri be re-

tained in custody. No prosecution contemplated at present." 
149 

144New York Times, July 26, 1949, p. 18 , col. 1 · 

145New York Times, August 19, 1949, p. 10, col. 4. 

146New York Times , September 9, 1949 , p. 12, col. 3 ; 
New York Times , September 10 , 1949, p. 5. col. 3. 

147Bover i, .9.E.· cit . ' p. 171, 

148N Editorial, August 18 , 1948, p . 24 , ew York Ti mes , 
col. 3. 

149New York Times, July 27 , 1949 , p . 16, col . 7. 
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Thes two incidents di d not correspond with the usual tr eat 

ment accorded s us pected traitors. 

The def ense made much out of the testimony of James 

Whitten. Whitten , a World War II veteran, claimed he heard 

Ms. Toguri broadcast while on Midway Island in 1942. 150 The 

defense proved Ms . Toguri worked at Radio Tokyo from August 

23, 1943, t o September 26, 1945. 151 This was further evidence 

t here was more than one "Tokyo Rose.'' 

In September, 1949, Felipe J. D'Aquino took the stand 

on his wife's behalf. D'Aquino, a co-worker of Ms. Toguri's 

while she was employed by the Domei News Service, was 

registered as a Portuguese national although he was born and 

152 reared in the Orient and was three-fourths Japanese. He 

claimed his wife was forced to quit broadcasting in 1943 

because she" . rejoiced a little too publicly over an 

American naval victory." 153 A deposition from Tasuo Okado, 

a sergeant in the Japanese secret military police, supported 

D' Aquino's story. Okado claimed Ms. Toguri received a 

warning from the police because she constantly talked about 

• th 154 on Septe~ber 17, 1949, after Japan losing e war. 

150New York Times, August 30, 1949, p. 12, col. 6. 

151New York Times, July 9, 1949, p . 2, col. 8. 

152Louisville courier-Journal , Sept ember 30, 1949, 

p. 1 , col. 6. 

153New September 7 , 1949 , p . 10 , col. 3. 
York Times , 

154 September 3, 1949 , p. 6 , col. 2. 
New York Times, 
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D'Aquino's testimony, the defense rested . 155 

After twelve weeks, six thousand pages of tes timony, 

and at a cost of over $500,000 , Iva Toguri's case went to 
156 

the jury. The jury deliberations remained deadlocked for 
157 

four days. Because deliberations took so long, most 

people assumed she would be found innocent. Many writers 

felt the trial itself was" more journalistic than 

legalistic." 
158 

On the second day of deliberations, the jury reported it 

had failed to agree on a verdict. Judge Michael Roche's 

admonitions to the jury were explicit. He encouraged them 

to reach a unanimous decision by saying, "If you fail to 

reach an agreement, the case will be open and undecided, but 

it must be disposed of sometime. There appears no reason to 

believe that another trial would not be equally long and 

expensive to both sides, nor that the case could be tried 

better or more exhaustively than has been the case this 

time." 159 According to some jury ~embers, these instructions 

155New York Times, September 17, 1949, P. 3, col. 4. 

156 Lousiville courier-Journal, September 30, 1949, 

p . 1, col. 6 

New 

157N York Times September 27, 1949, p. 1, 
ew -.,,..--' 9 21 col 1 

York Times, September 29 , 194 ' p. ' · · 

col. 6; 

158Thorpe, 2£· ill·, p. 224. 

159 b 28, 1949, p. 16 , col. 3. 
New York Times, Septem er 
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carried more weight i n the ir decision than the t rial evidence . 

On September 30 
' 1949 , the jury delivered their verdict 

- - not guilty on s even charges, gu ilty on one- -the sixth charge. 

Ms. Toguri was found guilty of broadcas t ing programs to dam

age the morale of Allied troops in Oc tober , 1944, at the battle 
160 

of Leyte Gulf. She broadcast , "Orphans of the Pacif i c , 

you really ar e or phans now. How will you get home now that 

all your s hips ar e lost?" 161 Interestingly enough, the one 

broadcast that convicted her and the one she denied making, was 
162 

not ava ilable on a record, tape, or transcript. 

Public reaction to the verdict was surprising, but jury 

reaction was puzzling. The jury refused to reveal how the 

polling went and foreman John Mann later admitted the jury 
163 

wanted an acquittal. Mr. Mann even apologized for the 

verdict. 
164 

Thus, the longest treason trial in American history was 

over. Yet the suffering and humiliation for Iva Toguri was 

not over. Ms. Toguri, who wore the same plaid suit everyday, 

160New York Times' September 30' 1949' P. 1. col. 2. 

161Louisville Courier-Journal, September 30, 1949, 
New York Times, October 7, 1949, p. 1, col. 2. p. 1, co l. 6 ; 

162Diane Arbus, "Tokyo Rose Is Home," Esquire, Vol. 71 

(May, 1969) , pp . 168-69 · 

163 . · 11 Courier-Journal, September 30, 1949, Lou1s v1 e 
p. 1, col. 6. 

Rose Is Home, " Es quire , Vol. 71 
164niane Ar bus, "Tokyo 

(May, 1969) , pp. 168-69 · 
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although she lost t hirty pounds during the tria l, was 

sentenced tot 165 en years in prison and fined $10,000. 

Ms . Toguri served her sentence at the federal prison in 

ld W t V. . 166 A erson, es 1rg1nia. 

Ms. Toguri was originally denied bail because the 

government could not extradite persons charged with treason 

and would be powerless to bring her back to the United 

States if she fled. 
167 

In February, 1950, Ms. Toguri's 

lawyers sought to have her freed on $50,000 bail. They were 

suppor t ed in their efforts by Supreme Court Justice William 

O. Douglas. Supreme Court Justices are allowed to sign an 

order granting bail pending appeal action by a lower court 

. 168 
or the Supreme Court itself. Again, Ms. Toguri's 

lawyers failed. Her conviction was upheld by the Ninth 
169 

Circuit Court in San Fransisco. She was also denied a 

new hearing. 
170 

Ms. Toguri was released from prison in January, 1956, 

165 . . 11 Lou1sv1 e Courier-Journal, October 7, 1949, Sec. 

p. 4, col. 3 

166 
Louisville courier-Journal, October 16, 1949, p. 

col. 1. 

II' 

17, 

167Louisville ~C~o_u_r_i_e_r-Journal, February 8, 1950 , p. 3, 

col. 1. 

168Ibid ., See also : New York Times , February 8, 1950, 

p. 12, col.~ 

169 October 11, 1951, p. 18, col. 5. 
New York Times, 

170 December 18, 1951 , p . 5, col. 3 . 
New York Times, 
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and allowed to live in the United States . Ms. Toguri felt 

''no r epentance," and made plans to return to her husband 
172 

i n Japan. 

As soon as Ms. Toguri was released from prison, the 

United States government started deportation proceedings a-

173 gainst her, claiming she was an undesirable alien. The 

government was fo rced to drop deportation proceedings against 

174 her based on the Supreme Court case, Trop vs. Dulles. The 

government realized it was illogical for someone to be a trea-

sonable citizen and an undesirable alien too. 
175 

There were other indications that the United States 

government apparently had a personal vendetta against Ms. 

Toguri. A large amount of mone was spent on her trial. 

All attempts for dismissal, new hearings and bail requests 

were denied. She served more tan half of her prison sen-

tence and then faced deportati 

after her release. Also, two 

proceedings within days 

her insurance policies were 

172New York Times, Janiary 29, 1956, p. 41, col. 2. 

173New York Times Jan 'ary 28, 1956, p. 3, col. 6; 
New York Times, January 30, 19 6, P, 24, col. 7 ; New York 
Times, March 14, 1956, p. 19, col. 5. 

174 J y 11 1958, p. 3, col. 1. New York Times, u , 

175 , Rose Is Home," Esquire, Vol. 71 Diane Ar bus, "Toky -
(May, 1969), pp. 168-69. 
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seized to pay her fi ne to the government. 176 As late as 

1972, agents of t he Ni xon admi nist r ation were still deducting 

part of her wages to collect t he money s he owed a s a r esult 

of her original fi ne . 177 

The Americ an public seemed much more forgiving . Soon 

after her releas e from prison, a radio operator in West 

Virginia of fered her a job. 178 An American Legion Post in 

Ohio even requested she be forgiven for her propaganda 
179 

broadcasts. 

Ms . Toguri did not return to Japan. She moved to 

Chicago with her father and works there in his import 
180 

business today. Her conviction meant enforced separation 

from her husband, Felipe D'Aquino. He was not allowed to 

live in the United States. The pair, although never 

divorced, have not seen each other for over twenty-six yearsf81 

In February, 1976, the Japanese-American Citizens League 

announced it was seeking a presidential pardon for Iva Toguri. 

176 
York Times, October 17 , 1968, p. 20, col. 2. New 

177 
Athens Banner-Herald, March 12, 1976, p. 4, col. 1. 

178New York Times, January 24, 1956, p. 10, col. 4. 

179 
Times, February 16,1956, p. 58, col. 3. New York 

180New York Times, October 17, 1968, p. 20, col . 2 ; 
Tokyo Rose , " Newsweek, Vol. 47 (January 16 , 1956), 11 Once Again , 

p. 26. 

l81Paris ~ Intelligence , March 3 , 1976, P. 17 , 

col. 1. 
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The 30,000-member league claimed Ms. Toguri was the victim 

of postwar prejudice and was denied a fa 1· r t · J r1a . . 
182 

Few Japanese-Americans supported her during her trial 

because they fear ed their loyalty would also be questioned. 

Edison Uno, a San Francisco State lecturer and a member of 

the nationa l committee seeking her pardon, admits that many 

Japanese-Amer i cans feel a sense of guilt concerning Ms . 

. 183 Th 1 Togur1. e eague's request for pardon was based 

primarily upon the unusual trial procedures: The prosecution 

was allowed to subpoena witnesses from Japan and the defense 

was not. A prosecution witness admitted in open court he 

had been bribed to testify. Instead of declaring a mistrial, 
184 

the judge urged the jury to convict. The foreman of the 

jury, John Mann, said years later he" . . should have had 

a little bit more guts," and stuck to his original acquittal 

vote. Mann, now seventy-six years old, claims the jury was 

pressured into a guilty vote by the trial judge, Michael J. 
185 

Roche. 

In November, 1976, Ms. Toguri journeyed to San Francisco 

and held a news conference on the steps of the San Francisco 

col. 1. 

182Nashville-Tennessean, February 5, 1976 , p. 66 , col. 1 · 

183 
Ibid. 

184At hens Banner-Herald, March 12, 1976 , P• 4 • col. 1 · 

185 March 13, 1976, P• 17 , Par is Post- I ntelligence, 
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federal building wher e she had been tried in 1949. She went 

there to publicize a pardon petition she was ma jling to the 

Justice Department. "I've lived on th i s merry- go-round for 
186 

almost thirty years," she said , "and it's t i me to get off . " 

Besides the Japanese-American Citizens League, her pardon 

plea was suppor ted by Senators-elect S. I. Hayakawa of Cal i 

fornia and Spark Mat s unaga of Hawaii and many other sympatheti c 
187 

American c i tizens. 

On January 19, 1977, one day before leaving office, 
188 

Pres i dent Gerald R. Ford issued a pardon to Iva Toguri. 

The pardon , which did not profess innocence or return the 
189 

fines, restored her American citizenship. 

186Newsweek, Vol. 88 (November 29, 1976), p. 53. 

187 
Ibid. 

188Walter Cronkite, CBS~• January 19, 1977. 

J Y 23 1977 . 189CBS ' s 60 Minutes, anuar ' 



Chapter IV 

Most people will agree that World War II was an 

emotional and popular war. Th 
e people of the United States 

supported the government's decisi·on to d 1 ec are war against 

the Axis powers. Congress itself passed a declaration of 

war with only one dissenting vote. This was not true of the 

Vietnam conflict. The unpopularity of the war in Vietnam 

caused much dissension in the United States during the 1960's. 

Events occurred during the Vietnam conflict which would not 

have been tolerated during World War II. 

How do World War II veterans feel about the activities, 

trial and recent pardon of Iva Toguri? How do their attitudes 

concerning her compare with Vietnam veterans? Was it the 

prevailing attitude of post-World W4r II America which con

victed Iva Toguri? No doubt it played a large part in her 

conviction. Had Iva Toguri made the same type of broadcasts 

during the Vietnam conflict, it is qoubtful she would have been 

charged with treason. 

Personal interviews were cond~cted with World War II 

veterans who beard "Tokyo Rose" bro~dcasts. Their attitudes 

·11 be compareA with the attitudes of concerning Iva Toguri w1 ~ 

Vietnam veterans, Certain general conclusions cnn be drawn 

from the following interviews. 

Served as a staff sergeant during World War Guy Maynard 

Shop Company stationed in the II with the 495th Engineer 

43 
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Philippines. According to Mr . Maynard, "Tokyo J1ose 11 was not 

taken seriously. He considered her broadcasts good entertain

ment and was surprised s he was conv i cted of tr eason. Concern

ing her pardon, Mr. Maynard said, " I thought they ought to have 

pardoned her . I was glad. We liked to listen to her and she 

didn't bo t her us in our outfit." 190 Mr. Maynard was discharged 

f r om t he army after the war. 

W, J. Kemp served during World War II with the 38th 

Division, 149th Infantry under General Chase. Mr. Kemp felt 

"Tokyo Rose" had no effect on the men he served with because 

they considered her only a source of entertainment. Mr. Kemp 

heard "Tokyo Rose" broadcast at Leyte Gulf and near Manila. 

Although he considered her broadcasts harmless, he believed 

she should have been tried for treason because" ... she .was 
191 

an American," Mr. Kemp also returned to civilian life 

immediately after war. 

Carlos Abney and Harold Timmerman both served in World 

War II in the Pacific theatre of war. Mr. Abney, a sergeant 

who served in the 201st Anti-Aircraft Artillery Battalion, 

heard several "Tokyo Rose" broadcJi,sts while serving at New 

Guinea, Los Negros Island and the Ppilippines. According to 

Mr . Abney, the men in his company were always anxious to hear 

and Were especially thrilled once when one of her broadcasts 

90 1 Interview, March 27, 1977 . 1 Mr. Guy Maynard, Persona 

l Interview f.eptember 3 , 1974 . 191Mr. W. J. Kemp , Persona , 
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she called their battalion by name . Also , she played Amer ican 

music and it was bettP r than l isteni ng to Aus tr alian music. 

He stated "Tokyo Rose" m1· ght 
have slight ly aff ec t ed some of 

the marr ied men in his company due to her sugges tive remar ks 

co ncerning their wives back home , but he di d not feel her 

broadcasts wer e r es ponsible for anyone's death. Mr. Abney 

strongly believed if Ms. Toguri had to face trial, then Cap

tain I nce should have been charged with treason too. He 

suppor t ed Ford's pardon for Ms. Toguri because ' '. . . she 

192 paid for what she did and it wasn't a big crime anyway." 

Mr. Timmerman agreed with Mr. Abney. Mr. Timmerman, an 

Ai r Force captain, served with the 345th Bomber Group in New 

Guinea, Okinawa and the Philippines. Although Mr. Timmerman 

believed that "Tokyo Rose's" intelligence information was 

successful concerning the location of Allied units, the 

broadcasts did not cause harm. He felt no one paid any par

ticular attention to her chatter, but really enjoyed her music. 
193 

Mr , Timmerman believed her conviction for treason was too harsh. 

Both Mr. Abney and Mr. Timmerman returned to civilian life 

af ter the war. 

The next three World War II veterans with whom interviews 

wer e conduc ted reacted differently to Ms. Toguri's activities. 

192 1 Interview , March 7, 1977. Mr. Car los Abney, Persona 

193 . Personal Interv iew, February 3, Mr . Ha r old Timmerman, 
1974. 
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Serg ant Major Murray Morris, who served in the Pacific felt 
' 

she was". · • personally responsible for the death of many 

American troops." 
194 

He emphasized her convic tion and sen

tence were just . 

Technical Sergeant John V. Fleming served in the European 

theatre of war during World War II, but he heard "Tokyo Rose" 

broadcast during an intelligence briefing. Mr. Fleming 

judged that her st~le of propaganda did have its effects on 

troop morale. According to Mr. Fleming, letters from wives 

and girl friends were not as believable as the information 

"Tokyo Rose " broadcast over the radio. Mr. Fleming obviously 

felt very strongly about Ms. Toguri's punishment. He suggested 

a better punishment would be pulling every piece of her skin 

out by tweezers. 
195 

E. W. Roberts, a retired lieutenant colonel in the Ma

rines, served at Guadalcanal and on New Britain Island. Mr. 

Roberts also agreed that "Tokyo Rose's" intelligence was good. 

Although Mr. Roberts concluded that few of the troops took her 

seriously, he believed she should have been punished because 
196 

" body gets away from their sins." ... no Mr. Morris, Mr. 

t are retired military personnel. Fleming and Mr. Robers 

194Mr . 

195 

Murray Morris, Persona 1 Interview , April 11, 1973. 

Mr. John V. Fleming, Personal Interview , April 11, 1973. 

1 Interview May 7 , 1974 · 196Mr. E.W. Roberts, Persona , 
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Sever a l othe r World War II vet erans were interviewed . 

With th exception of Mr. Kemp, who felt Iva Toguri shou ld 

have been punished, the results of the interviews were the 

same. Those veterans who returned to civilian life im

mediately after World War II, felt Ms . Toguri's punishment 

was too harsh for the crime. Those veterans who remained i n 

the armed forces felt her punishment was appropriate or too 

lenient . 

Fewer generai conclusions can be drawn from interviews 

with Vietnam veterans concerning their attitudes about Ms. 

Toguri. The majority of Vietnam veterans, even those who were 

career servicemen, held a more lenient attitude toward Ms. 

Toguri. Again, several interviews were conducted and the 

following are random samplings of their results. 

Ivan Hampton, now a civil servant, served as a sergeant 

in Vietnam, assigned to the 23rd Infantry Battalion. In 

August , 1967, Mr. Hampton lost an eye when a booby trap blew 

up and sent metal and glass flying into his face. According 

to Mr. Hampton, Ms. Toguri was a traitor, and many people 

were psychologically hurt because of that. He stated the 

d was the J·ury's prejudical only justification for a par on 

attitude toward Ms. Toguri. 
197 

the Director of Personnel 
Lieutenant Colonel H.R. Boose, 

Fort Campbell, Kentucky, served in 
and Community Affairs at 

197 1 Interview, January 26, 1977. 
Ivan Hampton, Persona Mr. 
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Vie tn am as a maj or i n 1968-69. Lt. Colonel Boose f e lt Ms. 

Togur i should have been t · ct d r1e an convicted; however, he 

admitted s he would probably not have been tried had she broad-

cas t the same material during t he Vietnam conflict, but she 

should have bee n . He said , " I think i t was wel l worth t he pr ice 

to convict her. It lets others know we don't put up with that 

kind of activity. The ma j or use of punishment is as a deter -

t 11 198 
r en . Yet, Lt. Colonel Boose felt she should have been 

pardoned because s he had paid the price. 199 

Colone l Thomas E. Blagg , Commander of the 1st Brigade at 

For t Campbel l , Kentucky, served in Vietnam as a captain in 1964 

and again a s a l i eutenant colonel in 1970. Colonel Blagg be

lieved Ms. Toguri rece ived an unfair trial. "I feel confident 

t hat t he emotionalism and the commitment of the nation led to 

he r convic t ion, " he said. "Things more treasonous were committed 

in Viet nam by government officials . " 
20° Colone l Blagg's at

tempt to explain why Iva Toguri was punished and Captain Ince 

was pr omoted in rank raises some interesting questions about 

our milit ary and judic ial logic. Comparing Ince and Ms. Toguri, 

he said "One was a P.O.W., the other was a vic tim . She was 
I 

198Lt. Colonel H.R , Boose, Personal Interview, March 

31, 1977. 

199Ibid . -
200Colonel Thoma s E. Blagg, Persona l I nt er view, Apr il 

6, 1977 . 
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less prepared to make a patriotic judgment than the cap-
201 

tain. '' It is ironic that this high ranking military 

official could view Captain Ince's collaboration with the 

enemy as a patriotic judgment. 

201 
Ibid. -



Chapter v 

Many questions still r emain concerning Iva Togur i ' s 

case. The answers to these que s tions could pos s i bly have 

changed the outcome of he r tr i al for treason. 

In 1941, why was she refused re-entry into the United 

St ates aft e r the Ame r i can consulate had given her permission 

to go to Jap an on an emergency basis? Why did Iva Toguri 

face t r ial f or treason rather than renounce her U.S. citizen

ship? How could the federal authorities justify indicting 

Ms. Togur i , but renege on their promise to indic t Captain Ince? 

Why is Captain Ince's name never mentioned in recent interviews 

or news stories concerning Ms. Toguri, and why do military 

authori t ies refuse to give information concerning his where

abouts today? 

All of these are important, yet unanswered questions. 

Only the major characters in Ms. Toguri's story can answer 

these questions, yet they have failed to do so. Many agencies 

1 Contacted 1·n an attempt to gather more and individua s were 

i nside information concerning Ms. Toguri's case. 

ment agencies elected to remain silent or evasive. 

Most govern

A majority 

from newspaper and magaof t he i nformation i n this paper came 

the refore the conclusions are based on these zine articles; 

sources. 
concerning cerlf remains very vague Ms. Togur i, he r se ' 

Since her pardon, she has granted 
tain event s i n her stor y . 

50 
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personel interviews to newsmen on the television shows, 

"60 Minut es," and "Good Morning Ameri ca . " 
In bot h interviews 

she was extremely crit ical of Captain Cousens , t he Au stralian 

prisoner of war who worked with her at Radio Tokyo . However, 

she failed to mention Wallace Ince's name. In a letter re

ceived from Ms. Toguri by th~ author, she again refused com

ment on Ince, but refers the question to her lawyer, Wayne 

Collins. • Mr. Collins failed to reply to the correspondence. 

Government and military agencies were even more mysterious 

about Wallace Ince. Several agencies were contacted in an at

tempt to discover Ince ' s whereabouts; no information was avail

able. A telephone call was made to the military library in 

Washington, D.C. by a Fort Campbell major, seeking information 

on Ince. Mr. Delmar Finca informed the major that Wallace Ince's 

files were sealed and a "reason to know" was required before any 

information was released. A few days later the same Mr. Finca 

denied the statement to the author. 

If calling American troops fighting in combat, "orphans 

of the Pacific," is treason, and Ms. Toguri made that particular 

broadcast, then she was guilty of treason. However, her parti-

forced or otherwise, is not the most cipation at Radio Tokyo, 

important question. Did Iva Toguri receive a fair trial as 

guaranteed by our Constitution? It is doubtful. Racism and the 

War II convicted Iva Toguri of 
emotional climate following World 

. ' letter in the appendix. 
*See the copy of Ms. Toguri s 
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treason · Thousands of lives wer e lost i n World War II , but 

this personal loss , however tragic , gives no one t he right 

to deny anothe r person his basic r ights , i ncludi ng the r ight 

to a fai r t rial. I f t he government felt t reason charges 

were in orde r , they should have included Wallac e Ince, as well 

as Ms . Toguri , Al t hough of Japanese descent , she too was an 

American citizen . Race obviously played a large part in 

deciding who would be indicted and who would not . 

In January, 1977, over twenty-seven years after her 

conviction , Ms. Toguri was pardoned by President Gerald Ford . 

A pardon is not a declaration of innocence. Neither does the 

granting of the pardon imply any admission of mistakes or 

racial prejudice by the government or military agencies. It 

was a presidential pardon--nothing more, nothing less. 

Morton Grodzins, author of The Loyal and Disloyal: 

Social Boundaries of Patriotism and Treason, claims " . . . 

patriotism, and treason, must be analyzed as the products 

of social situations and human reactions to thosi situa

tions . " 202 Ms . Toguri's situation in wartime Japan and her 

r eaction to t hat situation have to be considered toge ther . 

202 . L 1 and the Disloyal : Social 
Mor ton Grodzins, ~ oya (Chicago· The Universit y 

Boundaries of Pa t r i ot ism and ~T~r~e_a_s_o_n . 
of Chicago Press, 1956), P• 5. 



Ms. Toguri's relatives, fearing r eprisals by the Japanese 

government, insisted she leave t heir h 
ome . Dur i ng Wor l d 

War II, there were few jobs availabl e to Americ ans living 

in Japan. Since Nise i were not h' h 1g on the priority list 
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for permission t o return to the United States, she was forced 

to look f or employment . Everi th~ wisdom of returning to the 

United Stat es must have seemed doubtful to her. Since Pearl 

Harbor , racial hatred of the Japanese had run rampant in the 

United States and Ms. Toguri's motper was a victim of a 

Japanese relocation camp at Gila River, Arizona. 

Ms. Toguri's 1949 treason trlil can only confirm the 

suspicion of racism apparent in post-World War II America. 

At the grand jury session held in 1948 to indict Ms. Toguri, 

the Justice Department agreed to bring charges against Wallace 

Ince, Ms. Toguri's co-worker at Radio Tokyo. This agreement 

was not fulfilled. Even jury selection in her treason trial 

hints at racism; no member of a minority group was selected 

for jury service. 

Questions still remain today oopcerning the subpoenaing 

of witnesses. The prosecution was allowed to subpoena aliens; 

yet the defense was allowed only to take depositions from 

a l iens. A witness for the government admitted in open court 

b b 'b d to testify. In-he had perjured himself and had eep ri e 

j d encouraged the jury stead of declar i ng a mistrial, the u ge 

to convict. d f se and prosecution were Tes t i monies for the e en 
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UNITED STATES UEl•ARTMENT 01-' JllSTICE 

"4SIIINGTON, II.«:. ~ 

,...,_ . .,., ...... 
~ • DI•--... "-' ........ _.N...,_ 

Miss Betty Glenn Kemp 
2191 Memorial Nl32 
Clarksville, Tennessee 

Dear Miss Kemp: 

l ·, f , ! ' ·,· 
l "l , ,, '• f(' ., 

uf 

37040 

Your recent letter to the Attorney General has been 
referred to this office for reply. You request information 
as to why this Department did not prosecute Walter Ince, 
an officer in the United States Army, who worked with Iva 
Toguri D'Aquin9, also known as "Tokyo Rose." 

Presumably, Mr. Ince's work with Mrs. Toguri occurred 
while he was a prisoner of war in Japjln at which time he 
was a member bf the Army. Therefore, he was within the 
jurisdiction of the Army, and t .he Depllrtment of Justice 
has no authority to prosecute such ma~ters. 

You may be interested to know that, under the Freedom 
of Information Act, this Department hlls released 1,491 
pages of material from the files in t'tle "Tokyo Rose" case. 
This material is available for your inspection here in 
Washington, or you may obtain oopie~ at a cost of $.10 per 
page. 
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February 25, 1977 

I wish I could than k each of you persona l ly 
for y•>ur kind letters and telegrams following 
the p,1rdon and restoration of my American citizen
ship . Unfortunately, because so many of you were 
s6 thought~ul, the task became so overwhelming 
that I decided to acknowledge your messages in 
this form to at least let you know how much I 

• appreciated your kind words. 

The last month has been extremely busy for 
me with the dozens of friends and well-wishers 
who stopped by to say hello. At the same time 
there was a flood of requests for television, 
radio, and newspaper interviews from as far awa y 
as Japan, Brazil, and Italy. I often wanted to 
say "no" to all the media requests, but I felt I 
had a responsibility to tell my story in the hope 
that it might help others caught in similar un
fortunate circumstances. 

Now that the attention has finally begun to 
die down, I'm looking forward to a good rest, the 
chance to tesume my simple life, and a new peace 
of mind with the cloud of the last thirty years 
be i ng "ifted at last . · 

Iva Toguri d'~ · 

~ w ~ 
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