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ABSTRACT 

Reconstruction of the defeated South after the Civil War necessitated 

the establishment of a new economic order to replace the old slave-labor 

system. Harsh reconstruction policies of the North left a bitter taste, 

in general, and a de e p distrust evolv ed for the Republican Party in 

particular. The program of these Radical Republicans was to confer 

political and economic power to the poor whites and freed Negroes. To 

the progressive Democrats in the South, this meant control by the 

carpetbaggers from the North, and the scalawag s, or poor whites, in 

the South. Out of this came a ne w system of thought known as the 11 New 

South. 111 

Clarksv ille, Tenness e e, which is lo cate d in the north central 

section of the state, is only a short distance from the Kentucky state 

line. Although Tennessee returned somewhat earlie r to the Union fold, 

there were to remain still a number of pr e -war conc e pts of pote ntial 

economic growth, but these were r e tard e d by the Old South idea of 

plantation- style control. The local populace s eem e d hesitant to ex pand 

outward, especially northward. This h e sitation, according to the 

1This concept is the basis of The New South Creed, by Paul M. 

Gaston, Alfred Knopf; Inc., New York, 19 70. 



Pr ogre ssiv e Democ rats, would b e the final defeat in the long e conomic 

battle to c ome. The press used its powers to promote this conce pt of 

potential economic growth. 

W. P. Titus was a Prog r e ssiv e D emocrat who owned, edited, and 

p ublishe d the local newspape r, the Clarksv ille Chronicle, from 1877 

until 1890. Although Mr. Titus was born in the North, he could hardly 

hav e been called a carpe tbagg er. His journalism career, over the 

thirteen year span with the Chronicle, exemplified the essence of the 

N ew South creed ; that is, he promote d diversified industry, ex pansion 

of the railroads, and was a 11 practical state sman of hard work, free 

from v erbiage and empty promises. 112 

The purpose of this work, therefore, is to illustrate how W. P. 

Titus, through his journalism, was a propone nt of the "New South.'' 

The N ew South Cr e ed, Alfred Knopf' Inc.' New 2Paul M. Gaston, 
York, 19 70, p. 101. 
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CHAPTER I 

EARLY LIFE AND NEWSPAPER CAREER 

William Pierce Titus was born on May 16, 1852, in Buffalo, New 

York. He was the youngest of three children born to Orin B. Titus and 

Susan Maria Pierce Titus, 3 both of English lineage. 4 His father was a 

dry-goods merchant in Buffalo and died in 1865 when William was 13 

years of age. William's mother passed away in 1886, 5 and she is 

buried in Greenwood Cemetery, lot 91, section 3, in Clarksville, 

Tennessee. 6 

W. P. Titus became involved in the printing business in Buffalo, 

New York, as a "printer's devil," or apprentice. This first position 

as an errand boy in the print shops not only showed incentive on the 

young man I s part, but also provided valuable experience in a business 

he was to pursue as his life's career. Mr. Titus came to Clarksville 

from Buffalo in 1876 when he was 24 years of age. 7 The reason for 

leaving his native town is not certain, although he had an older sister 

3w. T. Hale and D. L. Merritt, A History of Tennessee and 
Tennesseans, ( Chicago: The Lewis Publishing Co., 1913), P• 920. 

4c1arksville Leaf-Chronicle, January 2l, l9 68 , P• l-A. 

5Hale, op. cit., p. 920. 

6 w P. Titus, Jr., May 2 6, 1977. Personal interview, • 

7 Hale, op. cit., P• 920. 
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who had married a Clarksville man by th f e name o George Carlisle (for 

whom Carlisle Street is named) 8 It is pas "bl th t t · · • s1 e a an en erpr1s1ng 

young man such as W • P. Titus would seek his fortune in an area with 

which he was more familiar because his sister lived there. 

Mr• Titus joined the job printing staff of the Clarksville Chronicle, 

as the paper was called at that time, in February of 1877. 9 He enjoyed 

a reputation as an experienced printer and competent job-printing work

man. Job printing of any kind was offered by open advertisment in the 

Chronicle. 

James A. Grant, one of the owners of the Chronicle, wrote his 

parting statement to the patrons of that paper in the January 5, 1878, 

issue. "On account of affliction1110 was his reason for leaving and 

for the selling of his portion of the ownership to W. P. Titus. He 

said that Mr. Titus was a 11 most excellent printer and a worthy man." 11 

The transfer seemed to be very smooth with no hint of stress involv ed. 

Of that transfer of ownership, Mr. Neblett, proprietor of the paper, 

said that Mr. Titus was found to be upright and efficient in all his 

dealings. Mr. Titus was placed in charge of the mechanical depart-

ment of the paper. 
. d·t 12 Dr. D. F. Wright was kept on as senior e 1 or. 

8Personal interview, Spencer Titus, August 12, 1977 

9c1arksville Chronicle, February 3, 1877, P• 3• 

l0ibid., January 5, 1878, p. 3. 

11Ibid. 

12
Ibid. 



3 

Unde r Mr . Titus 
I

s owner ship, the Chronicle r egularly used four presses 

for all its printed matter. In addition, a mailing and addressing machine 

was added later that year. 

W • P. Titus retained partial ownership of the Chronicle with 

J. S. N eblett until S eptember, 1885. In the September 19, 1885, issue 

Mr. Neblett explained that his reason for retiring was because of poor 

health which was "impaired by constant and close attention to the affairs 

of the office for a period of nearly 36 years. 1113 

W. W. Covington became partial owner with W. P. Titus upon the 

resignation of Mr. Neblett. Again, the transfer of ownership seemed 

to be quite smooth. This was significant that a Northerner would be 

so well received.; There seemed to be a sincere feeling of friendship 

for Mr. Neblett among the members of the newspaper staff. 

It should be mentioned that just prior to Mr. Neblett' s departure, 

a number of mechanical improvement s were made. A considerable 

quantity of new type and a new press were added to the job printing 

rooms. 

By January, 1886, the form of the weekly Chronicle had been 

changed to a six-column paper with larger pages. These were eight 

pages, six columns each instead of the olde r form of four pages, nine 

columns each. 14 This made it the larger of the two papers existing in 

13rbid., September 19, 1885, P• 3 • 

14 L. P. H tt "The Clarksville L e af Chronicle 1808-1958, A 
ya ' dissertation, George Peabody College 

History, 11 unpublished Ph.D. 
for Teachers, 1958, P• 42. 
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Clarks v ille at that time. Th th 
e O er paper was named the Tobacco Leaf. 

The partner ship of Titus and Covington was short lived, and was 

officially terminated in Januar y , 188 6 . 15 The last time that Covington 1 s 

name appears is in the November 21, 1885, issue of the paper. From 

January, 1886, to his retirement in March 1890 w , , • P. Titus remained 

sole proprietor of the Chronicle. 

During the years that W. P. Titus owned the Chronicle, there 

were a number of editors. Dr. Daniel F. Wright, as mentioned, was 

already on the staff when Mr. Titus bought into the ownership of the 

paper. Dr. Wright stayed until January, 1881, when he resigned to 

continue in the local practice of medicine. 16 Immediately following 

Dr. Wright as editor was E. C. Campbell, a local lawyer, whose name 

first appeared in the January 22 issue. In that issue Mr. Campbell 

stated that the paper believe d in 11 high tone d, conser vative , dignified 

journalism, and [y.,~ don 1t propose to comport ours e lves after the free 

and fearless fashion of the Dogtown Weekly ~i~ Howler ••• and will 

. f f 1117 discuss~ •• subjects of local interest ••• without ear or a v or. 

Subjects of local interest took precedent over politics with Mr. 

Campbell, as it had with his predecessor, Dr. Wright. 

htf d t 1 is illustrated in An example of the paper 1 s straig orwar 5 Y e 

l Sibid. , p. 3 7. 

16Clarksville Chronicle, January 8, 1881, P• 3. 

l7Ibid., January 22, 1881, P· 2 • 



5 

the pape r 
I

s choices to fill local political offices. 11 Vote for Rhodes 

and Ab e rnathy for the Legislature1118 was a typically blunt adve rtise

ment. It is doubtful that this was a paid political ad, but rather the 

viewpoint of the owne rs. The paper had always been pro-Democrat in 

its political v iews, and during the time of E. C. Campbell, it included 

some humor. 
11
For a practical, common s e nse prayer, 11 Campbell 

wrote, "commend us to that which a clergyman opened the Illinois 

Democratic State Convention. It goes as follows: 10h Lord God, we 

beseech Thee to save us from the devil; Oh Lord God, we beseech 

Thee to save us from star route and other thieves upon the public 

treasury. 0 Lord Almighty, we pray Thee to save us from Republi

canism, for Christ 1s sake. Amen. 11119 

E. C. Campbell resigned February 24, 1883. under what seemed 

to be ordinary circumstances. By March 3, only one week later, the 

Chronicle came under the editorship of R. H. Yancey. He entered as 

11unknowing and unknown11 2 0 to Clarksville and promised to try to 

maintain the high standards set forth by his predecessors. Yancey 

was a Democrat, as were e owner • th S H e promised, above all, to 

1 H e and Mr. Titus supported make the Chronicle a reliable journa • 

the conservative principles of the Democratic Party. 

18lbid., October 28, 1882, P• 3. 

19Ibid~ 

20lbid., March 3, 1883, P• Z. 
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Ear ly in l 883 the pape r be gan a concentrated effort to support 

inc r e as ed railroad tra cks in and through Clarksville. The point was 

m ade that the future would certainly be brighter if new rails were laid 

within the city. There seemed to be apathy among much of the citizenry 

of Clarksv ille toward this initial endeavor. The paper encouraged the 

public to promote and 11 advertise1121 the additional railroad. The 

March 24 issue said of the railroad, "Clarks ville may suffer a serious 

loss by not acting promptly, and the new railroad should be pushed 

22 
through at once.'' The paper continued this push for not only more 

track but also for additional industry in general for the area. The 

language used was very progressive and in full support of industriali

zation. Even Bowling and Willson, local merchants, included the word 

"railroad! 11 in bold print in their advertisements. 

Mr. Titus was a strong Democrat. In 1885, Yancey wrote that 

there should be no grounds for division as to where the party stood. 

Mr. Titus agreed that there was no live issue at the time on which 

Tennessee Democrats should not be harmonious. This included building 

railroads. He said that he believed they were for harmony and did not 

nothing worth arguing about. 23 In the same care to argue if there were 

issue, Mr. Titus's feelings on the competition were quite clear. 

21rbid., March 17, 1883, p. 2. 

22rbid., March 20, 1883, P• 2. 

23Ibid., July 18, 1885, p. 2. 

"The 
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~ashv ill~ B anne r came out printed on red paper Saturday afternoon. 

The Banne r doe sn 
1

t need to paint thing s red to get itself noticed. It is 

a live a nd ent e rprising paper and is always readable. 1124 The Banner 

had a large circulation in the Cl k ·11 
ar s v1 e area, but this did not seem 

_ to bother Mr. Titus. 

Mr. Titus believ ed that a 1'broad-gauge Democrat1125 wanted to see 

a unified party. The only ones he should cross swords with would be a 

Republican. 

When the Democrat, a local contemporary paper, accused the 

Chronicle 
1 
s staff of having a 11 remarkable appetite for crow when the 

occasion requires it, 1126 the paper responded openly. Mr. Titus 

claimed, in response, that the Chronicle had never learned the 11 art 

of blowing hot and cold water from the same mouth. 1127 If anyone were 

to be lauded or criticized, it would be done to his face. Mr. Titus 

added that he would even do that much for the Democrat. 

The Democrat and the Chronicle had a series of controversies, 

and Mr. Titus usually made humorous replies. These conflicts were 

usually centered around Mr. Titus 1s support of new and diverse 

industry. In the Chronicle issue of August 8, 1885, a poem was quoted: 

26rbid., August 1, 1885, P• 3• 



Great anti-climax, hail! 

Thou art so lofty at thy front, 

So dwindling at thy tail. 28 

'

1

An English poet applied these lines to a giraffe, 11 Titus noted. 

"Reverse them and they apply to the editor of the Democrat and his 

staff. 1129 

8 

W • P. Titus and R. H. Yancey continued their drive for the rail

roads and diverse industry in Clarksville for many years. By the 

summer of 1886, emotions began to run high over the railroad question 

in Clarksville. Mr. Titus wrote the following statement especially for 

the citizens of that city: "If we secure a conne ction with ~he C&O, and 

the Ohio Valley builds through here to Birmingham, Nashville will be 

compelled to build a direct connection with us. Clarksville will be 

humming then. 1130 The main concern at this time was the monopoly 

which the Louisville and Nashville Railroad had ove r Clarksville. It 

was the only line, and it wishe d to r emain so. The Chronicle felt that 

some competition would be in the be st interests of the city. The 

Chesapeake and Ohio offe red that competition. 

There were many who differed in opinion with the Chronicle on this 

issue. The paper looked on these people as narrow minded, citing the 

k . th ity a tobacco market. The fact that they only looked to ma mg e c 

28rbid., August 8, 1885, P• z. 

3 Orb id. ' Aug u st 2 1, 1 8 8 6 ' p. 2 .; 
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t oba cco would b e gathe r e d locally and brought to Clarks ville. 
The publi c 

seemed to fee l that one local railroad uff• . 
was s 1c1ent. The Chronicle saw 

this as a narrow v iew in that a railroad competing with the L&N would 

bring eve n more tobacco at even lower rat es than those controlled by 

one com pany• According to Henry W. Grady, author of The New South, 

printed in l890, the issue was markets. " Only by dev eloping a balan~ed 

industrial-urban complex could the South hope to provide the foundation 

for a prosperous farm economy. 1131 Industrialization would bring 

prosperity to the southern farmer. Mr. Titus also made the point that 

other commodities than just tobacco should be considered. 

The Chronicle stated that no town could ever be made into a great 

city by becoming a tobacco market only. Diversity was the only answer. 

Clarksville had then, and still has, many natural advantages for manu

facturing. All it needed was competing railroads to m ake it grow. 

New railroads were added as the years progr e ssed. Emotions 

often ran high as a result. On August 28, 1886, R. H. Yancey resigned 

as editor of the Chronicle. The resignati on came as a result of some 

misunderstanding between Mr. Yancey and Mr. Titus. The conflict 

s eemed to have been brewing for some time since Mr. Titus had even 

mentioned that M. V. Ingram was helping with e ditorial duties back in 

July of that year. 

d d "torial article in the Chronicle on August 28, Mr. T itus paste an e 1 

f 1132 Mr d 1 · s t atement of the acts. • 1886, in order to "giv e a true an P am 

·t 68 31p. M. Gaston, op. c1 •, P• • 

32rbid. , August 28, 1886 , P• 2 • 
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Titus wa nte d to be sure that there was absolutely no doubt in the r eader I s 

rnind as to who said what. The d . 1sagreement was about a railroad 

contract . The followin g section from Mr. Titus 1s statement makes it 

quite clear as to where the fault lay: 

On Saturday morning ( one week earlier) Capt Herndon 
called at this office and stated that h e wanted his ietter 

' which appeared in last week 1s Chronicle, Maj . Gordon 1 s 
letter, and the contract of Gordon and the L&N Railroad 
made up in circular form and five hundred copies printed 
for distribution.... As the Chronicle had been held back 
Friday to get the latest railroad news, and as it was the 
only paper which contained the settlement of the question, 
I suggested that I print him five hundred copies of the four 
inside pages of the Chronicle, thinking it a good chance to 
advertise the paper in that portion of Kentucky in which 
they would be circulated. Capt. Herndon did object to two 
of the editorials in the paper, which were written before 
the settlement was made. I had noticed them myself 
Friday morning, a~d after the settlement contract had 
been put in type, and it was almost definitely known that 
the committee ••• had agreed on the withdrawal of the suits, 
I called Mr. Yancey 1 s attention to them, and suggested that 
they be left out, but as he object ed, they appeared as he had 
written them. Capt. Herndon sugges ted that I have Mr. 
Yancey write an article or two on the s ettlement of the 
question, which had been made to the sat~sfaction _of all 
parties. I told him Mr. Yancey was no~ rn the_ office, but 
if he chose he could write them. He said he dtd not kn~w 
whether he would have time, but if he did, he would write 

th . d if not I could put in some miscellaneous some 1ng, an , 
matter to fill up. About eleven 0 1clock he handed me 
several short articles, with the remark that 1 could u~et 
them or not as I thought proper• Mr• Yancey came rnf 0 

m office about two o'clock just about the time the proo 
y d . t the sanctum. I was called 

was taken, a?d pas se in o oof was corrected, and on 
out of the office before the pr t bably ten minutes, was 
my return, hav ing been ab~e~ Jro Yancey had said to him 
informed by Mr. Loc~ert t at r. ear over those articles, 

d .d t this name O app 
that he 1 no wan f d left the off ice. If Mr• 
and that he had taken the proo an h did he not come to 

b . t· ns to make, w Y 
Yancey had any o Jec 10 . he was advised by at least two 
me and let me know of them, h h e had showed the 

t t tow om 
of my friends on the s. ree ' d but refused. If he had 
proof' to do so, I am inform:e,eded , a s I have never yet 
done so, he would hav e been . 



conflicted with him on any matters t d · h . connec e wit 
the paper. He did not even come aft h" 1 . er is sa ary 
Satu rday night, nor have I seen hi·m at th· ·t· 

is wri ing. S unday afternoon, about four o I clock h t 
h . · t· , e sen me is r e signa ion. 

Th_e circular was never intended as a copy of the 
Chronicle, nor even as an ex tra If I had h d . . • c ange my 
views on the railroad question, I would most certainly 
have done so before the matter was settled and ratified 
by the people. Capt. Herndon has never said one word 
~o me, or giv ~n me any advice, or in any way tried to 
rnfluence me rn the course the Chronicle has taken •••• 
My views in regard to a competing line of railroad are 
unchanged, and whoever I may select to fill the editorial 
chair of the Chronicle must accept with the full under
standing that the paper is to be run, as it ever has been, 
under my management, in the interest of the people. 33 

Frank N. Duffy became senior editor of the Chronicle on 

11 

September 18, 1886. He was known in writing circles as the 11 hotspur. 11 

34 
This name was given to him by the Democrat. In his introductory 

editorial, Mr. Duffy stated his full support of the continuing fight for 

diverse industry. An example of this was the paper I s support for a 

new hotel in Clarksville. Mr. Duffy also made it quite clear that the 

Chronicle was still backing the Democratic Party. 

d f G of Tennessee in The Democratic Party candi ate or overnor 

1886 was the Honorable Robert L. Taylor, a well-known orator of the 

d f h. eloquence in speech. An interesting time. He was especially £on o is 

Chronicle during Mr. Taylor's campaign which anecdote appeared in the 

t of the candidate, but also showed 
not only showed that paper's suppor 

. as Herndon was a director in_ the new 
33Ibid Note: Captain Thom . bTty to protect the interests 

•• d t the best of his a ii ' ·thH ndon company and propose , 0 
1 a tobacco salesman Wl er ' 

·11 He was a so of the people of Clarksv1 e. 
Young and Company. 

34Ib i d .' S ept emb e r 11, 1886 , p . 2. 
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a lighter side to journalism: "It r e quires good humor to successfully 

edit a newspaper.·•• If some of the critics would only take up the 

pencil.•• and try to make up one issue ••• they would find that to make 

good music out of printer I s ink beats Bob Taylor 1 s fiddling higher than 

. a kite. 1135 Robert Taylor came to Clarksville to speak on October 21, 

1886 . This was well advertised by the Chronicle for weeks in advance. 

A detailed report of "Bob I s 11 v isit was printed in the October 23 issue. 

Diverse industry continued to be one of the Chronicle 1s standards. 

Mr. Titus strongly supported the expansion of the tobacco industry in 

Clarksville past the basic production stage. He suggested that the 

community could do well by finished tobacco product industries as 

well. The newspaper office was e v en set up as a base for this operation. 

11Any Clarksville man who wants to make money by investing in a Tobacco 

Manufactory in this city, 11 Titus stated, 11 is requested to call at the 

. ff. ,,36 Chrome) e o ice. 

35Ibid.' September 25, 1886, P• 2. 

36lbid.' O c t obe r 16 , 1886, p. 2. 



CHAPTER II 

END OF NEWSPAPER CAREER 

Frank M. Duff d . d · 
y l not remain as senior editor for very long. He 

was succe ede d by W. J. Broadus on July 16 
, 1887. Duffy and Broadus 

did share the editorship for a short time that month. Mr. Broadus 

made it quite clear that the Ch · l ld · ronic e wou remain soundly Democratic. 

He did add, howev er, that "whilst the editor reser ves ••• the right to 

express himself freely and frankly on all questions as to position ••• on 

all political questions ••• he will bow in obe di ence to its (the Chronicle) 

behests, or vacate the editorial tripod. 1137 Mr. Broadus remained only 

a short while as editor of the Chronicle. No one is sure why he retired 

a few months after he was employed, but there seems to have been a 

difference of opinion on one political question in particular: the inte

gration of the Negro into some facets of the White society. Mr. Broadus 

held some rather liberal v iews on the position of Negroes in certain all

white or ganizations. He quoted a Northerner on "objection to the colored 

pe ople on business grounds ••• for if the colored folks continued to flock 

,,38 
here it would ruin the place, for white people would not come.••• 

Mr. Broadus was also quick to throw some blame on the Republican 

. . 1 1 f the Black man just before an election. 
Party for their hypocntica ove o 

37Ibid., July 16 , 1887, P• z. 
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By atta cking both the Northern op· · d 

inion s an the opposing political party, 

Mr . Broadus added fuel to the fires of co t t · h 
n en ion on t e racial quest ion. 

He wrote , 
11

The arrant hypocrisy of these pledges . 
is so transparent that 

the w onde r is that the colored voter will any longer be 39 
duped by them! 11 

An article in the August 6, 1887, issue of the Chronicle seemed to 

favor the total return of the Negro to Africa. The idea was surely not 

instigated by the editor. However, "if God has decreed that they [he 

Negr~ should return to Africa ••• the embarrassing problem of the 

future of the colored man would thus be happily settled •••• 1140 It is 

very likely that Mr. Broadus I s editorials made a number of readers 

somewhat uncomfortable. 

It was during these years that the Chronicle included a number of 

opinions concerning contemporary issues. Hanging as a deterrent to 

serious crimes was given lukewarm support by Mr. Titus 1s paper. 

When John Thomas, a Negro, was accused of committing a brutal 

assault upon a little white girl, he 11 went up the starry way. 11 John 

Thomas was hanged. Nearly two hundred resolute spectators saw it. 

. 41 
11 No cards, 11 the Chronicle quipped. Often recurring instances of 

popular vengeance by mob rule left nothing but regret. Although the 

· if h · shment if the com-enormity of some crimes could Just Y sue pum ' 

accustomed to this dangerous practice, life and property munity became 

In thi. s way, the very ends of justice would 
could be rendered insecure. 

4oibid., August 6, 1887, P• z. 

41Ib id ., July 23 , 188 7, P• 1. 
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be defeated. The Chronicle felt that lynch 1 
ru e wa s a bad precede nt in 

allowing an infuriated mob to act as J·ud -
ge, Jury, and executioner. Public 

opinion was prone to make s erious blunder • •t h . · 
s in 1 s aste and ex citement. 

Mr• Titus f e lt public hanging only should be carried out on the weight of 

sound justice. 

The re was an in stance, however, in Henry County, Alabama, which 

seemed to justify the lynch rule. A Negro who outraged a white woman in 

that county was strung up by a posse of his own color. The circumstances 

of this affair were obviously calculated to arouse serious reflection. 

They would also furnish food for some very sober thought. The attack 

on any respectable white female by a Negro was always certain to pro

duce a dangerous disturbance. This attack would usually lead to a war 

of races in which the black man had everything to lose and nothing to 

gain. The blacks of that region in Alabama must have felt a definite 

need to show their disapproval of the crime. The Chronicle did not say 

whether hanging was the proper method. The motive was obviously a 

sensible one and was thought to be a deterring factor to future similar 

offenses. 42 

Hanging as a punishment and a deterrent had always been included 

in the Chronicle's text. The reading public did not seem to tire of this 

d seduction appeared 
The ml. nute details of a mur er case or coverage. 

1 T he June 20, 1885 edition of the to hold the subscriber in thral • 

. . in of William Morrow for murder. 
Chronicle reported rn detail the hang g 

42Ibid., S e pte mber 10, 1887, p. 1. 
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The facts of his trial had been s e nsationally t d . . 
repor e 1n many previous 

issue s. 

During these later years of Mr T ·t 1 • • • 1 us s ownership, the Chronicle 

took a stronger stand on the tempera d th . . . nee an e prohibition movements 

than in past years. There were als · 1 d d o me u e many articles opposed to 

all forms of communism as it existed then The Ch · 1 1 · d • ron1c e c aime 

that a II communist is a man who, not having anything himself, wants 

everybody else to div ide with him. 11
43 

The editorial and local management of the Chronicle went from 

W. J. Broadus to T. O. Hall in November of 1887. Mr. Hall had 

little previous experience with the newspaper business other than pro

ducing a few articles for other publications in years past. There is 

nothing written to show exactly how long Mr. Hall stayed with the 

Chronicle. His name neve r appeared in the editorial masthead. 

From late 1887 until the time that Mr. Titus r etired in 1890, the 

editorial duties of the Chronicle were performed by Mr. T. O. Hall, 

Mr. M. V. Ingram, and Mr. W. P. Titus. Mr. Titus probably edited 

most issues during this time; howeve r, it is difficult to say since there 

are no exact dates given for each period served. By the e nd of 
1887 ' 

• 1 t· f 1 562 44 It should be mentioned 
the Chronicle claimed a circu a ion o , • 

that this is a respectable amount, but it is not known how many were 

43Ibid., September 1, 1887, P• 2 • 

44rbid.' December 2 7' 1887' P· 5. 
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paid for and how many we r e c omplirr1entary subscriptions. The popula

tion of the c ity of Cla r k s v ille was around 10,000 by February, 1890. 45 

W. P. Titus sold the Chronicle in F ebruary of 1890 and pursued 

the profe ssion of book binding. _ The Clarksv ille Semi-Weekly Tobacco 

L e af is s ue of March 7, 1890, contained an article to this effect. -

45Ibid.' February 1, 1890, P· z. 



CHAPTER III 

PERSONAL LIFE 

Ve r y little is written of the personal 1·nd· ·d 1 h 
, 1v1 ua c aracter of 

outstanding citizens. Such was the case with Mr W p T"t 
• • • 1 us. He 

had married twice, and it was through the two sur viving children of 

his second union that an insight was receiv ed into the nature of this 

int ere sting man. 

His fir st marriage was to Miss Adeline Griffey of the Oakwood 

Community, which is located about twelve miles west of Clarks ville. 

Miss Griffey was born in Montgomery County, T e nnessee, in 1848. 

She was married to Mr. Titus on October 14, 1878, when he was 26 

years of age. 46 There were six children from this marriage, the 

last surv ivor being Mr. Harry Titus of Nashville, Tennessee, who 

died in 1976. 4 7 Adeline passed away in 1888 at the age of forty, 

leaving to her husband the large burden of rearing the sur viv ing 

children. 

On June 28, 1898, at the age of forty -six, Mr. Titus took as 

his second wife Miss Mary E. Newhouse of Clarks ville. There were 

two sons from this marriag e, Spencer and William P., Jr. At the 

4 6 personal interv iew, May 26, 1977 • William P. Titus, Jr., 

A t 12 1977. 47Spencer Titus, personal interview, ugus ' 
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Present time , Spencer is r e tired and Will" J 
' iam, r. , is employed 

a s the par ts m anage r at Jo-Jo ' s Garage Cl k . 
near ar sv ille, Tennessee. 

The second Mrs. Titus died in early December, 1
951

, 
and is buried 

in th e Greenwood Cemetery, lot 91, section 2 • 48 

Mr. Titus possessed a number of idiosyncrasies, One of these 

was his manner of dress. He was not an elegant dresser. As a matter 

of fact, the only occasion he would really dress up for was the Fourth of 

July picnic at King's Woods, located between downtown Clarksville and 

Greenwood Cemetery. This was an annual community barbeque and, 

by Clarksville standards, quite a gala affair. Mr. Titus took the whole 

family by means of the street car from the Public Square. The street 

car was his primary means of local transportation, and every Sunday 

he took the wife and the boys on a ride to the Greenwood Cemetary area 

· "th f . d 49 to visit w1 r1en s. 

Despite the fact that Mr. Titus was not a large man, he was known 

for his rather hearty appetite. Every Sunday there were fried oysters 

for breakfast and turkey for Sunday dinner. There was always some 

candy to be found in his closet. One of the evening activities for the 

d Mr. Titus was very fond of hard boys was to find the hidden can Y. 

candy, which he bought at the Kress Store in Clarksville. This was 

48 T"t J personal interview. William P. 1 us, r., 

49S~encer Titus, personal interview. 
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s ometimes mixed with a s sorted chocolates. He was 

a ny ki nd of c a ke . 5 0 also very fond of 

W. P. Titus was a M th d . 
e o 1st, but he was not an active member of 

any one particular church. He was know 
n as a man of strong Christian 

principles. These ideals were stressed in the home, and Mr. Titus 

lived by them. The formal r e ligious training of the children was left 

up to their mother, but Mr. Titus left a strong impression on his sons 

as to how this training should be used. 51 

The everyday routine involved long hours of work in the shop 

below the family apartment. It is here that Mr. Titus labored until 

two weeks before his death on May 26, 1928. 52 He died from hardening 

of the arteries. Both boys from the second marriage were born in that 

apartment o ver the printing office. Each working day would find Mr. 

Titus taking both 11 Dutch, 11 as Spencer was called, and Bill, as William, 

Jr., was called, on the usual rounds. They had a pet fox terrier named 

11 Towser 11 who assisted in making the fir st stop at the United States 

Post Office, which is now the old Clarksville electric office across 

from the present-day Leaf Chronicle building . Box 306 was checked 

for any mail. The next stop in this routine was G. W. Scarborough's 

store for g roceries. 

53 
then to work. 

51
Ibid. 

From here it was on to br eakfast at home and 

52 • 1 January 21 , 19 68, P•_ 1-A. L eaf Chrome e, 

5 3 . J pe r son a l int e r v i ew . 
Will i.am P . T it u s , r.' 
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Once a yea r Mr. Titus would take the T e nne ss e e C entral to 

Nashville fo r printing supplies. It was on th . 
ese occasions that he took 

one of the boy s every other y ear. On the way back from Nashville they 

would stop at just about e very store along the way. 54 

Christmas was a special occasion in the Titus home. Mr. Titus was 

V ery fond of John Ruskin cigars. Each Ch· t h r1s mas e receiv ed a box of 

these cigars. These were a delicacy which he seemed to enjoy. Mr. 

Titus also smoked a pipe. He would place a whole apple in the dry 

fresh tobacco jar for flavor. Some of his heav iest thinking was done 

k . h. . 55 while smo rng is pipe. 

W. P. Titus not only de v oted a large part of his time to his 

family, but he was involv ed in civ ic affairs as well. He was a member 

in good standing with the Knights of Pythias Fraternity, Cumberland 

Lodge 17, organized in Clarksv ille in May, 1874. When the Type

graphical Printers' Union, Local 426, was organized in 1901; W. P. 

Titus served as its first president. He served on the Clarks ville City 

Council and as alderman for the Second Ward for twelve years from 

190 6 to 1918. 
56 

54Spe ncer Titus, personal interv iew. 

55Ib id. 

P
e rsonal i nt e r v i ew . 

56 willia m P . T i t u s , Jr. ' 



CHAPTER IV 

TITUS1S PICTURESQUE CLARKSVILLE 

Picturesque Clarksville was written by w p T" 
• • itus over a period 

of two years. It is a complete history of the city of Clarksville, Ten-

nessee, from its earliest settlement until 1887 Th t t · 1 d • e ex inc u es 

over two-hundred portraits of Clarksv ille I s leadi"ng c·t· p· i izens. ictur----
esque Clarksv ille is considered the most reliable sourc~ of information 

concerning the city of Clarksville until 1887. The 11 New South'1 concept 

was a powerful force during the career of W. P. Titus. His book was 

not designed to be circulated nationally as a support of this contemporary 

creed, but rather as a positiv e historical account for local interest. 

The book begins with the story of Moses Renfro, the first white 

man to set foot on what is now Clarksville, Tennessee. 57 William 

Montgomery and Colonel Sevier built the first houses near the junction 

of the Red and the Cumberland Rivers. 58 The members of their families 

filled the first graves in the City Cemetery. John Montgomery is 

· h 1 · d t th city and the man after mentioned as being the architect w o ai ou e 

whom the county is named. The book goes on to mention Colonel Sevier 

57 W • P. Titus' Picturesque Clarksville, Clarksv ille: W • P. 

Titus Printers, 1887, P• 9. 

58 
Ibid., p. 13. 
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and the home built on R e d Paint Hill th 1 . 
, e ass of his children, and the 

continue d state of war with the Indians. 
This state of war often resulted 

in the whole sale murder of women and yo t 
ungs ers. Early flatboating and 

broad-horn building , steamboats, and the evolution of the river trade are 

also included. 59 

A complete history of the Clarksville ba ·th b" h. · 
r w1 1ograp 1ca1 sketches 

h b · · l 60 of all t e mem er s is inc uded. Mr. Titus wrote of the beginning of 

tobacco planting and of the tobacco market stemme · . , r1es, warehouses, 

and the various men connected with them. 61 A complete section is 

devoted to the area schools from the Clarksville Male Academy by the 

Reverend Consider Parish in 1837 62 to the establishment of the South

western Presbyterian University. The Female Academy which began 

in the old Masonic Hall is mentioned. 63 Picturesque Clarksville also 

includes an interesting section on banks and banking in the city from 

the first instance of the public officer carrying public city funds in his 

saddle bags and lending out the funds at public auctions. 64 An account 

is also given of the design of the city and the wharves, the beginning of 

street improvements, and the construction of public buildings and rail-

65 
roads. 

The book includes a very complete picture gallery of the city 

founders with sketches of their lives. Photos and drawings make up 

59Ibid., p. 14. 

60lbid., pp. 16-49. 

6llbid., pp. 328-350. 

62Ibid., p. 170~ 

6 3Ibid., p. 169. 

64Ibid., pp . 229 -2 56 . 

65Ihid. , p . J 54 . 
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h . t· 66 rnost of t is sec ion. 

P ictur e s que Clar k sv ille contains a t . 
n ex ensive war appendix. ·This 

appe ndix r ec ords a ll the existing e v ents f 1 0 a ocal character occurring 
from the time of President Lincoln's 1 

e ection to the fall of Fort Donel-

son. Public me e tings, spe eches, and actions of . 
prominent men on both 

side s are included with the names of Montgom C . ery aunty soldiers who 

volunteered for Confederate service A detailed de · t · f h • scrip ion o t e 

Battle of Riggins Lane and the capture of the city from the Federals 

is also found in the appendix. 

The original text is printed in large type on enameled paper. 

The content is well-organized. All the facts are carefully compiled 

and ably handled. The first v olume sold for ten dollars, a tidy sum 

in 1887. Only three hundred copies of volume one were printed, and 

those were all printed to order. Picturesque Clarksv ille is a very 

sy stematic and methodical introduction to the early history of Clarks-

ville, Tennessee. 

W. P. Titus led a rather busy life and contributed generously to 

the city of Clarksville, Tennessee. Although he was quite involved in 

civic affairs, his printing business, and the Chronicle, Mr. Titus 

still found time for his domestic duties as a husband and father. Mr~ 

. . t e Clarksville, which is 
Titus is best known for his book, P~i.=c.:.u~r~e::.sJq~u=-.=..:..:_::..---

considered to be the most widely used reference on early local history• 

66Ibid.' PP• 398-438~ 
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As a suppor te r of the N ew South ide a, Mr. Titus is 
contributions were 

l imited to the C l a rks ville ar ea. His long range impact in this locale 

can be s een in the e vent ual expansion of railroad and th d . . 
e 1v ers1ty of 

local industr y . B e cause of Clarksv ille I s unique position for industry, 

and the prog r e ssiv e ideas of individuals such as Mr. Titus, Clarksville 

has deve lop e d into one of the major progressiv e areas of th t ·
1 

h · \ 
e cen ra sout • 

Three of the descendants of W. P. Titus still live in Clarksville. 

Spencer and William P. Titus, Jr. are his two sons from the second 

marriage. W. P. Titus III, representing a third generation, is a local 

physician. 

William Pierce Titus passed away on May 26, 1928. In his 

obituary notice he was described as "courteous, considerate to the 

convictions of others, kindly and generous with loyalty to the highest 

principles of life. He possessed a splendid character and was highly 

k h . ,,67 
esteemed by all who new 1m. 

1968 P l-A. 
1 January 21, ' • 67 Cla rksville L e af Chronic e, 

I 

I 

·l I 
j . 
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