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THESIS STATEMENT

In Legacy's series of works, I want to show the audience a significant part of the military's influence on Puerto Rican 
culture, especially my family. Growing up, I have always been surrounded by someone in my town that served in the 
military. It became a tradition and part of our heritage listening to the intriguing storytelling about the military. It was 
part of our heritage, becoming a tradition. My grandfather instilled that legacy in our family when he served in the U.S. 
Army during the Korean war, paying the ultimate sacrifice fighting for other country's freedom and democracy.

My grandfather's military service inspires this project. Once before, I was motivated by him when I enlisted in the 
U.S. Army. Now, I'm proud to do this work to honor the legacy he passed down to my family. I want to take this 
opportunity to explore my history and create cultural awareness. Even though U.S. military service is an essential part 
of Puerto Rico's cultural background, we are still considered by many second-class U.S. citizens or not citizens at all. I 
will do this by sharing personal family experiences that impacted my life, either in good or challenging ways.

This collection primarily consists of multimedia sculptures, charcoal drawings, acrylic paintings, and videos based on 
specific events that impacted not only my family but the entire Puerto Rican culture.



THESIS PROPOSAL

My senior thesis project is a series of works that will consist of four mix media sculptures representing 
military coins, and four charcoal drawings representing my Puerto Rican culture, that will include a drawing of 
celebrities, politicians, athletes that volunteered to serve in the armed forces.

I strive to evaluate how the military service within my Puerto Rican/ Hispanic culture influenced my brother 
and me to follow our Grandfather's footsteps to serve in the armed forces. Each piece will concentrate on a 
specific/sequential event, including a brief description of it. I want to find ways to highlight the connection and 
impact of those moments in my life. 

Drawings will be on a minimum of 18” x 24” scale drawing paper. For the sculptures, I decided to incorporate 
a new material to create the military coins, so instead of just ceramic sculptures, they will mix media sculptures.



ARTIST BIO

Carlos R. Carpena (b. 1978 in Puerto Rico) is a visual artist receiving his B.F.A. in Studio Art from Austin 
Peay State University. His work includes charcoal, graphite, acrylic, ceramic, and mix media to produce hyper-
realistic images and 3D figures based on his Puerto Rican culture and military career. Carlos received his first 
Associate Degree in Drafting from the Huertas Junior College in Caguas P.R. in 2000; he worked as a drafting 
teacher in the Instituto de Banca y Comercio in 2002. Joined the U.S. Army in 2003, served for 12 years before 
retiring in 2014. After that, he attended the S.T.E.M. department at A.P.S.U., where he received his Associate of 
Applied Science in construction in May 2017 and B.S. in Engineering Technology in construction in May 2018.

Carpena’s work has been included in recent exhibitions such as the 51st Annual Juried Student Art 
Exhibition in A.P.S.U. in 2019, earning first place in the drawing category. The Annual VA Showing Our Veteran’s 
Art Exhibit in A.P.S.U. in 2019, winning 1st Place and overall Grand Prize of the exhibition with the artist copy 
“Inner Beauty” drawing. The Annual Clarksville Riverfest Juried Art Show 2020 in Downtown Clarksville, TN. 
Winning first and second places in the drawing/painting and 3D art in the Amateur division. Some of his 
artworks were recently selected for the 53rd Annual Juried Student Art Exhibition in A.P.S.U. that was 
displayed in April 5-28, 2021.



ARTIST CV

• CARLOS R. CARPENA

• B. 1978 in Puerto Rico

• Lives and works in Clarksville, TN

• EDUCATION                                                                                                                    

• 2021              B.F.A. in Studio Art, - AUSTIN PEAY STATE UNIVERSITY, Clarksville, TN

• 2018              B.S. in Engineering Technology, - AUSTIN PEAY STATE UNIVERSITY, Clarksville, TN

• 2017              Associate of Applied Science, - AUSTIN PEAY STATE UNIVERSITY, Clarksville, TN

• 2000              Associate Degree in Drafting with CAD, - HUERTAS JUNIOR COLLEGE, Caguas, PR

• PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE

• 2003-2014    Military Service, April 2003 – December 2014

• 2002            Drafting teacher at Instituto de Banca y Comercio, Ponce, Puerto Rico

• SKILLS

• Clay

• Wood Carving

• Photoshop

• Lightroom

• After Effects

• Illustrator

• Premier Pro

• InDesign
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• CARLOS R. CARPENA

• SCHOLARSHIPS

• 2021-2022      TOM MALONE MEMORIAL ART - Austin Peay State University, Clarksville, TN

• MRS. MONIQUE HULL - Austin Peay State University, Clarksville, TN

• 2020-2021      CECA - Austin Peay State University, Clarksville, TN

• TOM MALONE STUDIO ART - Austin Peay State University, Clarksville, TN

• THE C.E. HUNT JR MEMORIAL - Austin Peay State University, Clarksville, TN

• EXHIBITIONS

• 2021               53rd Annual Juried Student Exhibition, Juror: Dr. Claire Kovacs.  The New Gallery, Austin   

Peay State University.  April 5-28, 2021 

• 2020               Annual Clarksville Riverfest Juried Art Show, Clarksville, TN

• 2019               Showing Our Veteran’s Art Exhibit, Austin Peay State University, Clarksville, TN

• 51stAnnual Juried Student Exhibition, Austin Peay State University, Clarksville, TN

• SKILLS

• MacOS

• Digital Photography

• Oil Paint

• Acrylic Paint

• Watercolor

• Charcoal

• Oil Pastels

• Pastels
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• CARLOS R. CARPENA

• HONORS / AWARDS

• 2020               1st Place Drawing Amateur Division “Self Portrait with headgear” - in Annual

• Clarksville Riverfest Juried Art Show

• 2nd Place 3D Art Amateur Division “Legacy” - in Clarksville Riverfest Juried

Art Show

• 2019               1st Place and overall Grand Prize “Inner Beauty”- Showing Our Veteran’s 

Art Exhibit

• 1st Place 3D Art “Mis Raices” - Showing Our Veteran’s Art Exhibit

• 2nd Place 3D Art “Knowledge” - Showing Our Veteran’s Art Exhibit

• 3rd Place 3D Art “Sonic the Hedgehog” - Showing Our Veteran’s Art Exhibit

• 3rd Place Drawing “Trump-a- Lisa” - Showing Our Veteran’s Art Exhibit

• 1st Place Drawing “Self Portrait with headgear” – 51stAnnual Juried Student Exhibition
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REFLECTION (TAKEAWAY)

These last two semesters have been very challenging and a great learning experience for me. I was able to demand 
more and push myself to higher standards. But every minute of arduous effort I put into this series paid off in the end. 
It was a great experience. These works meant a lot to me. During 4150 and 4160 thesis courses, I have explored an 
idea and expanded it into something more significant, evolving it into art pieces. In this series, I strive to evaluate how 
the military service within my Puerto Rican culture influenced my family members to follow our grandfather’s 
footsteps to serve in the armed forces. I wanted each piece to be unique, concentrating on specific events. I intended 
to find ways that would allow the viewers to highlight the connection and impact of those moments in my life with 
their lives. I think I have achieved my goal in that regard.

These courses helped me be more confident with my work and trust my instincts. I had the opportunity to use the 
summer break to finish most of the coins and other sculptures I presented in my show. Also, I had the chance to do 
other experimental works that didn't make the exhibition either because they were too complicated or didn't work 
well with the other pieces. I want to thank my mentor, Billy, who was excellent. He helped me think outside the box 
when it came to specific works. He carefully studied my pieces and told me what I could change or add to improve 
them.



REFLECTION (TAKEAWAY)CONT.

The actual challenge this body of work has presented, forced me to view the military from another perspective. 
Other people's points of view, not just mine, prevented this work from becoming a biography. The long hours 
researching the Puerto Rican military history and practices helps me connect my family history, Puerto Rican culture, 
and military background to my work. I'm satisfied with the result of my work. Still, if I had the opportunity to add or 
change something, I would add more pieces displaying artists' and politicians' contributions (mainly from middle-class 
people like me) from Puerto Rico to the U. S armed forces. Also, I would show more the political and cultural aspects 
of the military that still, up to this day, negatively impact and affect all Puerto Ricans' military service. I want to expand 
this theme to complete some of the pieces mentioned above, then move on to other projects different from this one 
soon.

Now I get to graduate and close another chapter in my life that opens a new one full of great opportunities to do 
what I love. I will miss this place, but I am confident that I will apply everything I've learned to be the artist I know I 
can be. Overall, I think it was a great show and a gratifying year.


