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Abstract 

This research was conducted to investigate the 

relationship between marriage satisfaction and perceived 

child behavior problems as measured by the Perso nality 

Inventory for Children. 

The subjects were 34 married couples who volunteered 

fro m an Assembly of God Church in Clarksville , n:. The 

Dyadic Adjustment Sca l e (DAS ) and the Personalit:,,, [nventory 

for Children ( PIC) was administered to each participant. 

The Pearson Product Homent Correlation and descriptive 

statistics were computed to compare DAS scores with PIG 

scores. The results suggested that there is a significant 

positive relationship between father's marriage satisfaction 

and their perceptions of their child's cognitive devel

opment. No significant correlation was revealed between 

marriage satisfaction and parental perceptio n of overflll 

c h ild adjustment . 

This study suggests the need for f u rther investigation 

into the effects of marital conflict on child adjust ment . 
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CHAPTER 1 

INTRODUCTION . ..\ND REVIEW OF LITERATURE 

Child rearing is influenced by various factors both 

within and outside of the family . The influence of the 

family unit upon the well - being of the individual plays a 

significant role in the behavior and feelings of each in

dividual family member . ...\n influencing factor ofte n men

tioned in the 1 i terature is the marital relationship. 

Researc h ers s u ggest that when parents are dissatisfied 

with their marriages and conflict between spouses is el 

evated, parenting is often compromised (Emery and O'Leary, 

1984) . Marital disharmony is viewed as promoting incon

sistencies in child rearing, not only between fathers and 

mothers but within the parent-child dyad (Emery and O'Leary , 

1984) . This view proposes that fat hers and mothers may use 

different parenting techniques with the same child and each 

parent may exercise inconsistent strategies from one 

occasion to another . 

Res e arch on children of divorced parents similarly 

exh i bits that the confl i ct associated with divorce, rather 

than the breakup of the family per se, is primarily 

responsible for many of the problems seen in children 

(Emery, 1988; Grych and Fincham, 1990), The impact of 

marital discord on c h ildren warrants attention because at 

least 40% of all children born in the late 1970's and earl y 

1 980 ' s are likely to experience a parental divorce (Glick 

and Lin , 1986) , and many more will live in intac t 



families marked by an excessive degree of parental discord 

(Grych and Fincham, 1990). 

The family unit as a whole has recei ved considerable 

at tent ion for both diagnosis and treatment I Bowen, 1961; 

Josselyn, 1953; and Spiegal and Bell, 1959 l, According to 

Bell ( 1961), when the family brings a child to treatment, 

the problem must be accepted not as the symptom of an 

individual's disturbance but as an indication of disrupted 

relationships within the family. The symptom then is 

thought of as the outcome of a disruption in family 

interaction, most usually a breakdown in intrafamily 

communication, and not as the result of intrapsychic 

conflict (Bell, 1961) . From this viewpoint, confli c ts 

within the individual becomes the result rather than the 

cause of the disturbance. 

The family unit must be viewed within the context of the 

specific and distinct ways each family member perceives 

his/her experience in the day-to-day interaction within the 

family. These interactions engender feelings of satisfaction 

or dissatisfaction about self, others, and family role which 

in turn reflect the success or failure of the family support 

structure as a 1..ihole (Bell, 1961) . 

Can parental differences and marital dissatisfaction be 

harmful to children? Do conflicting messages from parents 

so confuse children that they may begin to have emotional 

difficulties ·;' Inconsistent parent - child internction hns 



often been linked to negative child outcomes I Block, Block, 

Gjerde, 1986; Hetherington, Cox, and Cox, 19811, 

In recent research examining: inconsistent parenting and 

levels of marital satisfaction, family conflict, and 

depression, Stoneman, Brody, and Burke ( 1989) found that 

mild marital and individual distress reported by fathers 

strongly predicted both inconsistent fathering and lack of 

parental agreement concerning discipline. Effects found for 

fathers and their daughters were more vigorous than those 

found for any other parent-child combination (Stoneman, et 

al., 1989). The strength of the relationship between 

fathers and daughters was similar to findings obtained by 

Goldberg and Easterbrooks ( 1984) with much younger children . 

When fathers experience distress, fathering seems to be 

differentially interrupted for girls. 

The findings of Mulhern and Passerman 11981 l provided a 

possible explanation for the greater association between 

distress and parenting for fathers as compared to mothers . 

They found t h at mothers were more responsive to small 

irregularities in their child ' s behavior than were fathel'S 

and were able to adjust their means of discipline in a way 

that was more responsive to child behavior. If this is the 

case, mothers may respond to more subtle feedbnck from their 

children even in compromised parenting situations, while 

fathers may wait until children's bel{avioral changes become 

more conspicuous (Mulhern and Passerman, 1981), Thus, the 



correlation between inconsistent parenting and maternal 

distress may be weaker than those for fathers !Bell a nd 

Chapman, 1986). Fathers, on the other hand, may be 

influenced in their child rearing practices by their marital 

and personal satisfaction than by child behaviors { Bell and 

Chapman, 1986). 

Kuczynski { 1984) suggested that when too many cognitive 

demands are placed on the parent dt1ri ng times of marital 

stress , a state of "automatic parenting " occurs. This 

concept is based on the premise that when parents experience 

marital distress, they choose less cognitively effortfui, 

more automatic parenting strategies rather than more 

intentional strategies , such as rational guida nce 

(Kuczynski, 1984) . 

In general, it appears that a family emotional climate, 

characterized by parental conflict and marital unhappiness, 

has negative implications on child adjustment . Because 

marital conflict and dissatisfaction can be manifested in 

variou s ways, frequencies, and intensities, all mttrriages 

are characterized by conflict to some degree (Gn·ch, and 

Fincham, 1990) . One instrument that has been used to measure 

the de g ree of marriage satisfaction in marriages is the 

Dyadic Adjustment Scale. 

Th e Dyadic Adjustment Scale (DAS) was developed by 

Spa n ier {1976). Based upon a review of the literature on 

marital adjustment, Spanier and Cole (1976) describe marital 



adjustment as a process, the result of which is determined 

by the degree of: (1) troublesome marital differences; (2) 

interspousal tension and personal anxiety; 13) marital 

satisfaction; (4) dyadic cohesion; and (5) consensus on 

matters of important to marital functioning. 

The Dyadic Adjustment Scale (DASI is primar-ily a Liket·t

style 32 item questionnaire which uses 5,6, and 7 point 

response formats. The theoretical range of scores of the 

total DAS is O to 151. The ranges for the subscales are: 

Dyadic Cohesion, 0-24; Dyadic Consensus, 0-65; Dyadic 

Satisfaction, 0-50; and Affectional Expression, 0-12. The 

mean total composite score for the DAS is 101 1,;ith a 

standard deviation of 28 . 

Factor analysis of the 0.Jr,S identified four factors: 

dyadic satisfaction, the degree to which the couple is 

satisfied with the present state of the relationship and is 

committed to continuance; dyadic cohesion, the deg: ree to 

which the couple engages in activities together; dyadic 

consensus, the degree to which the couple agrees on matters 

of importance to the relationship; and affectional expres

sion , the degree to which the couple is satisfied with the 

expression of affection and sex in the relationship ( Spanier 

& Filsinger, 1983). Research by Kazak, Jurmas, and Snitzer 

( 1988) indicated weak support for the presence of four 

subscales. Despite the lack of support for separate fnctors, 

they indicated that the DAS is an instrument which assesses 



one general dimension of marital satisfaction and caution 

clinicians not to utilize the subscales as valid and 

reliable measures of components of marital satisfaction 

( Kazak et al. , 1988 l . 

The DAS is a well-known self-report questionnaire which 

measures marital adjustment. The questionnaire is an 

important instrument in that it assesses the individual's 

perception of the relationship as distressed or not and 

gives a good overall evaluation of the contentment or 

disconte ntment in the relationship (Spanier & Fil.singer , 

I 983 I. 

The DAS is a measure of the individual's adjustment to 

marriage, but also has been used to study the adji1stment of 

the couple to their marriage {Spanier & Filsinger, 1983) . 

It can be used in diagnosing relationships as troubled or 

not, in identifying potential problems in the relationship, 

and in measuring the effectiveness of treatment by comparing 

intake scores with post treatment scores as well as long

term follow-up { Spanier & Filsi nger, 1983). 

Spanier's scale was devised to assess the caliber of 

dyadic relationships and can be used to assess the various 

types of couple relationships, including unmarried cohab

itation (Spanier & Filsinger, 1983). Most of the research 

on the DAS has been conducted on married couples and ii. has 

been tra n slated into several languages for use with numerous 

nationalities and cultural groups (Touliatos, Perlmutter, 



and Straus, 1990) . 

Because the marital relationship has often been con

sidered to be the basic structural component of the nuclear 

family, its relationship to adult development, family pro

cesses, and child behavior has been assumed to be an im 

portant area of research (Kazak , Jarmas, & Snitzer, 1988). 

While it is unlikely that all expressions of marital dissat

i sfaction are stressfu l , it is meani n-sful to identify which 

dimensions of marital dissatisfaction are related to child 

problems. 

Child adjustment is a global term that includes ingred

ients such as the adaptiveness and appropriateness of child

ren's behavior, self- concept, achievement, and emot i onal 

well-being (Grych and Fincham, 1990). Understanding the 

relationship between marital satisfaction and child aJ j ust. 

ment requires assessment of a wide range of adjustment 

indexes to discover what areas of adjustment are most. 

affected ( Grynch and Fincham, 1990 I . 

Hetherington, Cox, and Cox { 1981) found that the degree 

of marital dissatisfaction and the amou nt of conflict child 

ren were exposed to had negative impacts upon child adjust

ment. Similarly, c h i ld adjustment probl ems were found to be 

more closely related with unhappy marriages that \.'ere ctwr

acterized by tension, hostility, and combative parents tha n 

to marriages characteri z ed by apath:• and disinte1·est IRutte1· 

et a l., 1974 I . 



Past research studies have documented the association 

between marital dissatisfaction and a realm of externalizing 

problems, such as delinquency/ antisocial behavior ( Emery, 

and O'Leary, 1984); aggression ( Johnston, Gonzalez, and 

Campbell, 1987; Wierson, Forehand , and McCombs 1 1988); and 

conduct disorders {Jouriles, Murphy, and O'Leary, 1989; 

Wierson, Forehand, and McCombs, 1988). Much research has 

also been conducted to determine the association bet1~een 

internalizing child behaviors and marital satisfaction, such 

as anxiety/wit hdrawal (Wierson et al, 198 8 ); and depression 

(Johnston et al. , 1987; Peterson and Zill, 1986). Several 

studies have also i ndicated that cognitive competence (Long, 

Forehand, Fauber, and Brody, 1987; Wierson et al., 1988), 

grade point average (Long et al . , 1987; Wierson et al., 

1988), and social competence (Emery and O'Leary, 198-1 ; Long, 

et al., 1987 l are related to marital satisfaction, 

While progress has been made in documenting the relat

ionship between marital satisfaction and c hild behavior 

problems, few studies have explored the implications of 

marital satisfaction upon parental r esponse styles as 

informants on an objective inventory, such as the Person

ality Inventory for Children (PIC) , in the assessment of 

child psychopathology . 

The PIC {Wirt, Lachar, Klinedinst,&. Seat, 1977) appears 

to be one of the few instruments whic h has taken adequate 

precautions against invalidity produced by parental bias or 



distortion. This is accomplished throi1gh the use of thr-ee 

validity scales: Lie, F, and Defensiveness. The PIC 

validity scales were designed to signal the clinician that 

the PIC profile may be invalid or misleading due to par-ental 

attitude during the assessment. This is an unusual feature 

in children's personality assessment and an impor-tant one 

because of the dependency on parental infor-mation when 

screening children for emotional disorders. The PIC' s 

Defensiveness scale was desig ned to measure a parent's 

tendency to be defensive about a child's emotional problems . 

The Lie ( L) scale was developed to reveal a parent's tend

ency to report only the child's most agreeable behav io1·s 

while refusing to acknO\.o'ledge commonly occurring problems. 

The L scale is an important scale to this study because it 

was empirically co nstructed to determine defensive informant 

response sets. The L scale also reflects the absence of or 

admission of behavior problems , especially those categorized 

as delinquent and asocial, as well as the absence of or 

denial of fa mily problems and psychological discomfort . Th e 

PIC's authors propose a classification rule of >59T to 

signify defen - siveness on the L scale (Wirt et al., l9iil . 

The PIC yields information on children and adolescent 

ages 6 to 16 years . An alte r native form is available for 

to 5 year olds. The questionnaire is completed b:,• the 

parent, usually by the mother. Behaviors such as depres 

sion, psychotism, antisocial behavior, anxiety disordct·s, 
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and intellectual deficiencies can be identified from the 16 

profile scales. The scales include Achievement (ACH), 

Intellectual Screening (IS), Development ( DVL), Somatic 

Concern (SOM), Depression (D), Family Relations (FAM), 

Delinquency ( DLQ), Withdrawal ( WDL), Anxiety ( ANX), Psy

chosis (PSY), Hyperactivity (HPR), and Social Skills (SSK). 

The PIC also contains a scale for general screening for 

Adjustment (ADJ), and three validity scales: Lie ( L J, 

Defensiveness (DEF), and F. 

The PIC was developed using the methodological approach 

used by Hathaway and McKinley ( 195 1 ) in the de,·elopment of 

the Minnesota Mul tiphasic Personality Inventory ( :,1:,1pr). The 

items on the PIC were drawn from case reports of disturbed 

children and clinical experience and was written with the 

intent of sampling relevant aspects of child adjustment . 

Empirical scales were obtained by contrasting the item 

responses of clinically diagnosed groups with nonclinical 

groups. The PIC's behavioral items were obtained from 

clinicians and parents and analyzed in a manner similar to 

the MMPI. Eight of the PIC scales were developed in this 

empirical manner while the other eight included items on a 

content-oriented basis. Behavior correlations for ench of 

the PIC scales as well as validity for the instrument 

summarized in the Manual (Wirt et al., 1977). 

Development of an actuarial approach to the inter

pretation of information found in the PIC wHs gatheI·ed by 
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Lachar and Gdowski (1979), which provides specific guide 

lines for interpreting each scale. For each scale, higher I

score elevations depict an increased probabilit ,\· of deficit 

or psychopathology . Achenbach's (1981) concern about the 

effects of parental distortion suggest that very high F 

scales (greater than BOT) and adjustment scales mar be 

indicative of psychopathology in the parent rather than the 

child. 

The issue of discrepancy between mother and father 

observations of their children ' s behavior has been add r essed 

in a study by Roskos ( 1974) . In an attempt to determine the 

degree of correlation between mothers' and fathers' scores 

on the Personality Inventory for Children scales, Roskos 

tried to assess the advantage of having more than one parent 

complete the PIC for practical diagnostic purposes. Roskos 

also investigated the characterist i.cs of mothers a nd fathers 

as informants to determine if they are equally sensitive to 

varying features of children's behavior and if there are 

differences i n the factor patterns of mothers and fathers o n 

the PIC. 

The results of the Roskos study are as follows: 

( 1) High correlations between parents indicated ac 

ceptable l eve ls of intersource reliability between parents 

of c lini c children on the PIC scales . Cor relations between 

parents of normal boys was moderate, and low amo nlj' pare n ts 

of normal girls. 
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( 2) Parental agreement in perception was affecte d by 

the behavior, sex, a nd age of the child. 

( 3) Interparental agreement on the classification of 

their child's behavior at the high fT >70) and average (T <iO) 

ranges on the PIG scale was significant. 

( 4) Low parental agreement occurred on items pertaining 

to the discipline, management, and observation of children 

in everyday situation . 

( 5) Differences were found between mothers and fath e rs 

on their perceptions of behavior dimensions such as inter

nalization, anxiety, somatization, aggression, and sex role. 

( 6) Neither parent rated children on the basis of a 

good - bad dimension or halo effect. 

( 7) Results of a factor analysis of the no rmal sample 

yielded three identical factors for both parent s : 

Externalization, internalization, and severe ps ychopath

ology. Results of a factor a nal ysis of the c linical sample 

yielded three factors for both parents: General maladjust-

ment, inter naliza t ion , and withdrawal. 

Roskos' s findings indicated an acceptable l e vel of 

reliability bet1.,..een mothers and fathers of c linic children 

on the PIC ( Ros kos, 1974). Her study helped to point out 

the value of studying parental perceptions and aids in the 

interpretation of information obtained from eit her pa r e nt in 

the cli n ical research assessment of childre n !Ros kos, 1914). 

The investigations reported here contributed to an 
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understandin g of the implications of marital disharmon:--· and 

child adjustment problems. Roskos' study comparing mothers 

and fathers perception of their child's emotional problems 

serves as a model for assessing parental perceptions. Re

search on parental perception of their childs' behavior 

problems has not been readily available in regard to t heir 

own marital satisfaction, especially as it pertains to the 

use of objective child behavior inventories. 

The objective of this investigation is to studr the 

relationship of objective test information obtained from 

f at hers and mothers and the degree of child behavior prob

lems perceived by them, based on marital satisfaction as 

indicated on the Dyadic Adjustme n t Scale. It is also a 

descriptive study comparing fathers and mothers as inform

ants on the Personality Inventory for Children IPIC), a 

child behavior inventory. 

Although this study parallels previous research, it 

differs in its focus upon marital satisfaction as a factor 

in parental perception of child behavior. The investigation 

will address t h e following hypotheses: 

( l) Endorsement of behavior problems on t he PIC 1-ill 

negatively correlate to parental marriage satisfaction as 

indicated on the PIC. 

( 2) Parents who indicate satisfaction with their 

marriage on the DAS will perceive their child's overall 

adjustment as measured by the PIC as better adjusted thnn 



parents who indicate dissatisfaction with their marriage, 

(3) There will be parental differences in perceptio n of 

endorsed behavior problems of their child. 

( 4) Scores 

corre la te with DAS 

dissatisfaction . 

Factors I, II, III, and IV on t he PIC will 

for couples who indicate marriage 



CHAPTER 2 

METHODOL_QQ.Y 

The purpose of this study was to determine the degree of 

similarity between fathers' and mothers' description of 

their children on the Personality Inventory for Children 

( PIC) and to discover to what extent, it any' 
their per-

ceptions are affected by marital satisfaction as indicated 

on the Dyadic Adjustment Scale• 

The effects of a child's age and sex on parental res -

ponses were assessed separately for parents ~·ho 

isfied" and "not satisfied " with their marriage. 

Subjects 

are "sat-

This study was comprised of subjects as follows: 

I 1 J Sets of parents with children who are between the 

ages of 6 and 16, 

(2) Sets of parents whose family is intact; intactness 

being defined including only families whose natural 

parents or whose step-parents have lived with the child for 

at least two years and who were still living toge the r. 

Thirty-four sets of parents with children between the 

ages of 6 and 16 were asked to participate in the invest 

igation, Subjects who volunteered were from the First 

Assembly of God Church in Clarksville, TN, a predominantly 

blue collar city of approximately 80,0QQ people. Parents of 

c hi ldren who are receiving psychological 
services or who are 

atte nding special education classes were excluded, 
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Procedure 

Parents were administered the PI C ( Parts I and II l and 

the Dyadic Adjustment Scale which required approximately 

hour to co mp lete . Families were assigned random numbers to 

be used for identification on all research test materials to 

ensure confidentiality. The PIC was administered simu .Lt

aneously to both parents at the church. Mothers and fathers 

were separated while taking the test to control for col lab

oration. See appendix A for set of standardized 

instructions and appendix B for participant consent forms. 

Instruments 

The Personality Inventory for Children (PIC) is a 600 

item, true-false child behavior inventory, designed to be 

completed by the parent of a child being evaluated . The PIC 

has been revised so that users have a choice of using th ree 

shorter formats, a 131, 280, or a 420 item version. For 

this study, the 280 item (Parts I and II) format was used. 

Completion of Parts I and II provides an assessment of 

informant defensiveness and four broad-band factor scales: 

Factor Scale I, Undisciplined/Poor Self - control; Factor 

Scale II, Social Incompetence; Factor Scale III, Internal

ization/Somatic Symptoms; and Factor Scale IV, Cognitive 

Development. Part I of the PIG was administered to both 

parents by paper-and - pencil method and was hand scored with 

a PIC scoring key. Scores obtained from Parts I and II were 

recorded on the Revised Format Profile Form for children 
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ages 6 to 16 years. On each profile form, one side of the 

form was used for males and the other side was used for 

females. 

The Dyadic Adjustment Scale is a self-report question

naire which measures the indi victual' s adjustment to marriage 

as well as the adjustment of the couple to their marriage. 

It can be used in diagnosing relationships as troubled or 

not and was administered to both parents in this study along 

with the PTC. The DAS is a primarily Likert-style 32-item 

questionnaire which uses 5,6, and 7-point response formats. 

Scores of the total DAS were used in this study, The theo

retical range of scores of the total DAS is O to 151. Given 

the continuum of possible scores, this study assumed the 

same cutoff point as Burger and Jacobson ( 19i9) that a 

couple is distressed when one partner has a total DAS score 

under 100. 

Data Analvsis 

The scores obtained from parental responses on the PIC 

and the DAS were correlated using the Pearson Product-Moment 

Correlation Formula by computer . The analysis yielded a 

Pearson Product - Moment Correlation Coefficient. A high 

negative correlation means that elevated scores of marriage 

satisfaction on the DAS tend to be associated with depressed 

scores on child maladjustment problems as endorsed on the 

PIC. A low negative correlation means that low scor-es 

( indicating marriage dissatisfaction) on the DAS tend to be 
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associated with increased child behavior problems as en -

dorsed by parents on the PIC, A positive corre l ation 

mea n s that elevated scores of marriage satisfact i on are 

associated with elevated scores of scores of child adjust

ment problems. A correlation coefficient near zero means 

that there is no relationship between the two variables and 

that high and low scores on the DAS and the PIC are not 

associated in any predictable manner. 



CHAPTER 3 

RESULTS 

The study reported here involved a comparison of object

ive test information obtai n ed from fathers and mothers on 

perceived child behavior problems and marital satisfaction 

as indicated on the DAS. 

The questions asked of the data are presented below, 

followed by the statistical methodology employed , and an 

analysis of the results . The mean and standard deviations 

for the DAS Composite score for both pare n ts is listed in 

Table 1, The DAS Composite score mean for fathers was 

105.23, fil2 16.57 and the DAS Composite score mean for 

mothers was 112.23, ~ 14.52. While DAS Composite scores for 

both mothers and fathers were within the range of scores 

classified as "satisfied , " mothers' OAS scores tended to be 

higher than that for fathers, indicating a greater level of 

marriage satisfaction. ,.\ T-test for related s a mples was 

conducted on the means of the two groups to determi ne if the 

differences between them was significa n t. The resu l ts of 

the analysis indicated a statistically significant pos i tive 

relationship: _t.(32) = -3 , 034, p <,01, 

Hypotheses I and II predicted that parental endorsement 

of child behavior problems on the PIC ( Factors I, II, III, 

and IV), would negatively correlate with parental marriage 

satisfaction as indicated on the DAS. The results of this 

analysis are presented i n Table 2. A Pearson Prod uct - Moment 

correlation wns used to determine if a significant c ort·el -



Table 1 

Results of the t-test Compari ng fathers' and Mothers' 

Composite DAS Scores 

Father DAS Scores 

t1 

105 . 23 

fill 

16. 57 

~1321 ■ -3.034, p < . 01 

!i • 34 

Mot her DAS Scores 

t1 

112. 23 

fill 

14 . 52 

20 



Table 2 

Corre l ations Between Parental Marriage Satisfaction 

and Chi l d Behavior Pro blems 

Fat hers 

PIC Factor I 

PIC Factor II 

PIC Factor III 

PIC Factor IV 

Mothe r s 

PIC Factor I 

PIC Factor II 

PIC Factor III 

PIC Factor IV 

* signifi cant 

DAS Correlation 

- 0 .2 87 

- 0 . 093 

-0.3 11 

-0. 389 

DAS Correlatio n 

0.116 

0 . 244 

- 0. 001 

- 0. 059 

Probability 

.100 

. 601 

, Oi 3 

.023 * 

Probability 

. 514 

. 16 4 

. 996 

. 739 

21 
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ation between the two measures was i ndicated. The results 

of the analysis suggest a significa n t relationship between 

fathers' DAS scores and Factor IV o n the PIC, .ci32) = -. 389, 

p < . 05. There were no significant correlations for other 

factor scores for fathers or f or any of the mothers ' factor 

scores. 

Hypothesis III predicted that the r e would be parental 

differe nces in perceptio n of endorsed behav i or proble ms o f 

t heir c h ild, A Pearson Product - Mome n t correlation revealed 

a substa n tial relatio n ship between pare n tal scores on each 

of the four PIC factor scales as indicated on Table 3 . 

Significant positive relationships were indicated betwee n 

mothers ' and fathers' scores on Factor I (.c(32) . 383, 

p<.05), Factor I I (.r.(32) = .445, p< . 01 ), Factor III t.r:(32) 

.466, p < .01), and Factor IV .x:(32) = .554, p< . 01) . 

Hypothesis IV predict e d that parents who indicate sat 

isfactio n with their marriage wil l perceive their child's 

overa l l adjustmen t as bet t er than parents who were dissat 

isf i ed wit h t heir marr i age . Gro u p statistical analysis d id 

n ot reveal a sig n if i ca n t corre l atio n betwee n mar r iage sa t 

isfaction and perceived overall c h ild adjustment (Table -l ) . 

T h e mother group composite scores means IM= 112.23) o n t he 

DAS were significantly hig her than those of fat h ers I tl = 

105 . 23), .x:132) = . 633, p< . 01 . A significant and posi ti ve 

correlation (.r(32) = .572, p< . 01) was also revealed betwee n 

mother g roup composite score mea ns t~ = 52 . 70) and father 



Table 3 

Correlation of Parental Factor Scores 

Correlatio n 

Factor I 

Factor II 

Factor III 

Factor IV 

* significant 

0. 383 

0 . 445 

0 . 466 

0. 554 

on the PIC 

Probability 

. 025* 

. 008* 

. 005* 

. 0007* 
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Fathers 

Mothers 

Table 4 

Correlation of Marriage Satisfaction 

and Overall Child Adjustment 

Correlation P r obability 

- 0 . 311 . 073 

0 . 248 . 157 

24 
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group composite score means (,M = 51.88) of overall perceived 

child adjustment on the PIC (Table 5). 

Table 5 

Differences Between Parental Responses on the PIC 

of Perceived Overall Child Adjustment Problems 

PIC Adjustment Scores 

Fathers 

Not hers 

N 34 

M !ill 

51.88 8.71 

52.70 8.16 



L 

CHAPTER 4 

DISCUSSION 

This study investigated marital satisfaction 

factor in parental perception of child behaviors. The 

prediction that endorsement of behavior problems on the PIC 

would negatively correlate with parental marriage satis

faction as indicated on the DAS was supported statisticall y 

for fathers on Factor IV but not supported for the other 

three factors for fathers and no factors for mother~. S ince 

the PIG is considered a valid instrument for assess in ig par

ental perceptions of child behaviors, the outcome suggests 

that there is a significant relationship betwee n fathers' 

marriage satisfaction and their perceptions of thei r child's 

cognitive development. This finding supports previous 

studies co ncerning cognitive competence and marital satis-

faction (Long, Forehand, Fauber, and Brody, 198i and Wierson 

et al., 1988) . 

It was also predicted that there 1~ould be differences in 

parental perception of child behavior problems. However, a 

significant relationship was observed between parental res

ponses on each of the four PIC Factor scales . These find

ings did not support the study conducted by Roskos ( 1974). 

No significant correlation was shown between marriage 

satisfaction and parental perception of c hild overall 

adjustment . This is i n consistent with research conducted b~· 

Grych and Fincham ( 1990) and Hetherington, Cox, and Cox 

( 198 1 ) who found that the degree of marriage satisfaction 
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had negative impact upon ch i ld ad j ustment. 

Overall, the resu l ts of this investi gations reve al 

mixed support for the predicted hypotheses , The de,Jree of 

marriage satisfaction indicated by fathers sug,sests a 

greater perception of child cognitive problems . One 

explanation for the mixed results and the lack of sig

nificance may have been the restricted range of scores 

obtained from the sample . It is noted that the means for 

both mothers and fat h ers on the DAS Composite scores were 

within the average range, One of the major considerations 

that must be noted when reviewing these results is the 

nature of the sample population. The part i cipants in this 

study were members of an Assembly of God Church. One c a nnot 

be sure how heterogeneous the sample is and conclusions 

cannot be drawn as to the type of group tested. Perhaps if 

a larger sample which included families indicating more 

dysfunctional child behavior problems or greater marriag e 

dissatisfaction had been assessed, the hypothesis would 

stand. 

Although significant correlations were noted in this 

study , generalizations should be viewed with caution . 

Further study into the effects of marital conflict on child 

behaviors is recommended, 

Finally, it is recommended that a stud~· of this na t uL·e 

be expanded to include additional va:;-iables such as race, 

social - economic status, and child self-report inventories . 
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Directions 

Personali t:,, Inventory for Children: 

This inventory consists of statements about children and 
family relationships. 

First fill in the information requested on the Answer 
Sheet, then read each statement in the booklet and decide 
whether it is true or false when applied to your child. If 
a statement is true or mostly true when applied to your 
child, use a No. 2 pencil to blacken the circle labeled T. 
If a statement is false or not usually true when applied to 
your child, blacken the circle labeled F. 

In marking your answers on the Answer Sheet, be sure 
that the number of the statement agrees with the number on 
the Answer Sheet. Your marks should be dark and should 
completely fill the circle. Carefully erase any answer you 
wish to change. Do not make any marks in the booklet. 

Continue to answer the inventory items until you 
completed both Parts I and II of the booklet. 

Dyadic Adjustment Scale: 

Most persons have disagreements in their relationships. 
Please indicate on your questionnaire the approximate extent 
of agreement or disagreement between you and your partner 
for each item on the questionnaire. 



Consent Form 

I am looking for volunteers to help me with research on 
a behavior inventory for chi l dren and adolescents . As part 
of this investigation , mothers and fathers will be asked to 
complete the Personality Inventory for Children ( PIC J and 
the Dyadic Adjustment Scale. The PIC consists of true-false 
statements about a chi l d's behavior and requires about 45 
minutes to complete . T h e Dyadic Adjustment Scale is a 32 -
item questionnaire which measures marital satisf;iction . 

Al l data obtained wi l l be strictly confidential and ~ill 
be used for no other purpose than this study . So that 
confidentiality will be assured, I ask that you not put your 
name on the inventory sheets. 

Since I am interested only in group information, I ~ill 
not be interpreting individual inventories, therefore, I 
will be unable to give individual feedback to those who 
participate. Results of the investigation will be made 
available, however, once the investigation has been 
completed . 

If you decide to participate, every effort will be made 
to administer the inventories at your convenience . You have 
the option of discontinuing participation at any time . 

I would appreciate your ·assistance in this 
investigation . If you wish to participate, please sign 
below and return this sheet a l ong with the PIC answer sheet 
and booklet. Thank You . 

Donita M, Piper 

************************************************************ I agree to participate in the present study being 
conducted under the supervision of a faculty member of the 
Depar°tment of Psychology at Austin Peay State University. 
have been informed both orally and in writing, about the 
procedures to be followed and about any discomforts or ri.sks 
which may be involved. The investigator has offered to 
answer any further inquiries as I may have regardin~ the 
procedures. I understand that I am free to terminate my 
participation at any time without penalty or prejudice and 
to have all data obtained from me withdrawn from the study 
and destroyed. I have also been told of any benefits that 
may result from my participation . 

Name ( Please Print) Signature Date 
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