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Interviewer: What is your full name? 
 
Brewer: Arthur Lee Brewer not Lee just Arthur L. 
 
Interviewer: And where were you born and when? 
 
Brewer: Montgomery County I was born in Montgomery Country June 27 I mean June 20, 1920 no 1923. 
 
Interviewer: Okay what branch of the service did you serve in and what was the primary unit that you 
served in? 
 
Brewer: My primary unit when we was in the states I worked at 260th quarter master service battalion 
and that was I’ve had my basic training in Camp ___ Texas where I started with the 260th quarter master 
service battalion that was in the states. I was in inducted February the 11th 1943. 
 
Interviewer: And that was in the army? 
 
Brewer: That was in February in 1943 is when I went in the army. 
 
Interviewer: What were your parent’s names? 
 
Brewer: My parent’s names my father’s name was Tom Brewer and my mother’s name was Mattie 
Brewer. 
 
Interviewer: What were their occupations? 
 
Brewer: Farm 
 
Interviewer: Do you have any brothers and sisters? 
 
Brewer: Well I had I don’t have any living but there were 13 of us and I’m the 13th I’m the only one living 
out of the family seven boys and six girls.  
 
Interviewer: How long did you remain in school? 
 
Brewer: Eighth yeah went through the eighth grade. 
 
Interviewer: Do you have any recollections of the great depression? 
 
Brewer: Of what? 
 
Interviewer: Do you have any memories of the great depression? 
 
Brewer: No I don’t have any. 
 
Interviewer: So you don’t feel like it affected your family the great depression? 
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Brewer: No well I really my father you know he was you know we just lived a farm life you know and we 
mostly raised everything that we had to eat we had a farm you  know. And when I was a little boy I 
stayed on the farm until I was about when I was inducted I was 17 years old and most of my life I was 
raised on a farm so we were just farm people most of our life and really didn’t know too much about 
times were hard then but I didn’t know too much about it because I was young then. Playing around on 
the farm doing a little work until I got around 14 years old and then I started going to the field and 
helping my father you know do a little work then except going to school. I spent my time mother always 
wanted us to go to school she wanted us to go to school my daddy sometimes he would tell me he 
would say you’ve got to stay out of school today and you’ve got to help me to this. And my mother 
would say no he’s going to school and I’ll go out and help you do this then I’ll come back at dinner time 
and cook our dinner now you let him go on to school because I want him to be in school so that’s where 
I went. 
 
Interviewer: Okay so how old were you oh no were you old enough to have had a job before your time 
in service and I understand that you were farming so were you getting paid? Was your dad giving you an 
allowance? 
 
Brewer: Well working on the farm then we would work we were share croppers and when we weren’t 
share cropping we worked you know for the boss man as you call him. We worked for him when we 
weren’t working for ourselves as sharecroppers and when we had the time then we would do a little 
extra work for somebody else for 50 cents a day or 75 cents 75 cents was the top price. So I worked for 
that for a while see. You don’t understand that do you? 
 
Interviewer: No it’s very hard for me to grasp that. Before Pearl Harbor did you get any news about what 
was going on so did you feel like America was at threat by the Nazi’s and Japanese? 
 
Brewer: No never a threat like that really when see I lived on a farm and we’d come to town you know 
come to the city about once I had brother that lived in the city and we’d come to see him. But during 
that time there wasn’t too much talk I didn’t even know where Pearl Harbor was you know. When they 
said the Japs had bombed Pearl Harbor we came to town that Sunday night and the newspaper boy was 
running extra read all about it the Japanese bombed Pearl Harbor. Where is Pearl Harbor I knew nothing 
about Pearl Harbor because in school you know we were never taught nothing about Pearl Harbor you 
know. It was a part of the United States you know because we really didn’t know too much about it.  
 
Interviewer: So you didn’t feel like it touched your life directly? 
 
Brewer: No 
 
Interviewer: Do you recall where you where and how you heard the news of the attack on Pearl Harbor 
on December 7, 1941? 
 
Brewer: We heard the news we took the paper you know my dad would always you know we paid for 
the paper by the year and when we would sell our crop we would pay for our paper. So we kept up with 
the paper but this night it was right off the press we came to town and with hearing about Pearl Harbor 
you know we bought a paper and then we got to read about it then read it the next day. Everybody 
began to know about Pearl Harbor then because it was in the newspaper and we would always we kept 
up with the news pretty well we was in the country but we kept up you know with news. 
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Interviewer: So it’s not like anything like after 9/11 how it was on TV and you were seeing it happen. 
 
Brewer: No there wasn’t no TV or nothing like only on the radio the radio was the only thing. And then 
people back in those days you know there wasn’t no electric lights out in the rural area so we had to buy 
a radio with batteries and but we were fortunate enough to buy a radio that had a battery to it. And 
everyone most of the people would come around to our house you sometimes like when Joe Lewis was 
fighting something like that they would come around and we would gather around this radio you know 
and visit like that. So that’s where we kept up with the news about the war you know and get you know 
when President Roosevelt you know made the speech about going to the war you know. And then all of 
that and we kept up with it every day then there was something new about what’s going on in Pearl 
Harbor and after the was declared. 
 
Interviewer: So did you get to hear the speech the FDR speech A Day Which Shall Live in Infamy the 
following day after Pearl Harbor? 
 
Brewer: Yeah 
 
Interviewer: And at that point after you heard it did you guess that war would reach American shores 
and touch your life? 
 
Brewer: Well I really never heard about World War I you know the way that the soldiers went over and 
fought in World War I and then at the end they were fighting again so it really never got into my mind 
that we were going to be fighting on American soil and that we would everybody was going overseas 
then and fighting. We never had in our mind that there would be any fighting you know in America it 
would be in a foreign land and that’s when the draft came out from 18 – 45 that’s when my draft was. 
But I was in school then and after school I started just I think I was 16 I should have been out of school 
but I was a little late you know I was so far away from school I didn’t start school until I was 9 years old. 
And then I had to catch up had so far away to walk so my mother wouldn’t let me go with the rest of 
them until I was 9. I caught up in a hurry. 
 
Interviewer: Okay did approve of the way that FDR handled his office at the beginning of the war? 
 
Brewer: Huh 
 
Interviewer: Did you approve of the way FDR handled his office? 
 
Brewer: Oh yes yeah I think he was the greatest he was always right on top of things. And he would tell 
you what was going to happen and if was going to happen it was going to happen. Because it seemed 
like he didn’t try to keep nothing back he just told it like it was. Then when the draft started to draft all 
these people from 18 to 45 you know I think it was in 1945 and then I don’t know when the next one 
was after that. But I was glad because I was sick of the farm and I was my boss man would tell me you 
know if you was a farmer you really didn’t have to go. 
 
Interviewer: Right 
 
Brewer: And you could ask him I mean he would ask you did you want to go and you said yeah I want to 
go then he couldn’t stop you. But you see well what they call a deferment you could get a deferment 
and then when he when you signed that thing that you were going to work for him that was just like 
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being a slave. You couldn’t’ work for nobody but him and you get mad with him and he turn you a lose 
and the army was going to pick you up anyway. And my daddy told me said Arthur said you don’t have 
to go said John Ferguson was his name said I will get him to get you a deferment and you won’t have to 
go. I said look I said it’s just like signing me into prison I’ll said he’ll have to tell me when to get up and 
when to lay down I said no. He said you’re going to get killed. I said well I might as well if I’m here and I 
don’t have no say so myself if he says go if he says lay down or get up I get up and I lay down. I said no 
I’m going to the army. He said well I can’t stop you. 
 
Interviewer: So that’s when you realized 
 
Brewer: So I just 
 
Interviewer: Went and signed up. 
 
Brewer: Went and signed up and waited. 
 
Interviewer: Did you have any problems when you signed up because you were 17? Did you have any 
problems did your family have to sign for you? 
 
Brewer: It was 18 to 45 seventeen my birthday was June the 20th and if your birthday was coming up to 
18 well I was only 17 when I went in but my birthday June the 20th I had spent about six months in the 
army to turning my 18th birthday. 
 
Interviewer: Did you have a preference for a branch of service or the kind of military task that you would 
perform when you signed up? Did you know you wanted to be in the army or were you  
 
Brewer: Well I really when I signed up they asked you what branch do you want to be in and I preferred 
the navy but they put on slip where I signed army only. I don’t know why they did that maybe my 
education person that I had way more education than a lot of guys because two thirds of our outfit 
came from Georgia, Mississippi, and Alabama and half of them couldn’t read their names if you write it 
down for them. I helped a lot of them when I was in the army you know to learn how to read and write 
their name. And they was coming from Mississippi, Alabama and Georgia that’s where the 26y0th 
quarter master was made up. 
 
Interviewer: So you were enlisted on what day were you enlisted? 
 
Brewer: February 11th 
 
Interviewer: Nineteen 
 
Brewer: Nineteen forty-three.  
 
Interviewer: Okay and did you go to an induction center? 
 
Brewer: Yes Tullahoma. 
 
Interviewer: And were you tested for skill and IQ levels? 
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Brewer: IQ level no 
 
Interviewer: You weren’t? 
 
Brewer: No that was out of the question if you was in the class with 1A it was a class the class that you 
was in they put you in classes and that was health wise. If your health was alright they didn’t ask you 
about no education you know your 
 
Interviewer: Your skill 
 
Brewer: Your skill what you had they didn’t ask. 
 
Interviewer: So they didn’t even so your civilian job had nothing to do with  
 
Brewer: Your civilian job didn’t have anything to do with what we was asked. The only thing you was 
asked you’re in the army now you’re in the army and they put you where they want to put you. And 
different outfit and we went to Tullahoma that’s the difference and then when we went to there they 
sent us to Fort Benning Georgia. 
 
Interviewer: That’s where you had your basic training? 
 
Brewer: No that’s where we went there first to Tullahoma Tennessee and then they sent us the outfit 
was formed and it was supposed to have been in Georgia and that’s when I got in to they sent out outfit 
from Fort Benning Georgia to the other places to be trained. So they put me in the 260th quarter master 
and most of the about five or six of the fellows that I went in with from Clarksville stayed in the army 
three years by the time the 27 months we were over there they stayed there with us until we came back 
home. Neither one of us got killed one of us went one or two went to the front line but I didn’t. 
 
Interviewer: So where did you do your basic training at? 
 
Brewer: I did my basic training at Fort Polk Louisiana that city. 
 
Interviewer: I know where that’s at. 
 
 Brewer: And you know the built whack is not around there it was around Fort Polk Louisiana. Louisiana 
and Texas as I said my camp was in Texas. 
 
Interviewer: Okay  
 
Brewer: Camp Swift was the name of my camp way out fifty miles from nowhere.  
 
Interviewer: What was your impression of your fellow recruits? 
  
Brewer: What 
 
Interviewer: Of your fellow recruits your fellow soldiers’ recruit men. What was your impression of 
them? 
 



 6 Arthur Brewer 

Brewer: Oh we got along fine we got along fine. We was all young boys first time away from home most 
of you know most of the soldiers back in those days they were honorable. There were a few of the guys 
you know city boys called themselves city slickers but most of the guys inducted back in the time I was 
they came off the farm we was all just happy. Just like going to school you were happy go lucky bunch of 
guys together and we got a long real good we never stole from each other we never took nothing away 
with each other. We were just together and we were all black. 
 
Interviewer: So you were an all black outfit? 
 
Brewer: All black outfit that’s the way it was. And when we went overseas it was still segregated all 
black.  
 
Interviewer: So were you in an all black outfit the whole entire time of your 
 
Brewer: The whole time I came out in 1945 December the 27th 1945 and they hadn’t integrated the 
army then it was still separated black over here whites over there was the way we were while we was 
overseas. We all worked together but after work was over with they went back to their camp we went 
back to our camp. It was even separated overseas they separated themselves the people didn’t separate 
them but the army separated them. They didn’t let us be in the barracks with the white boys the black 
boys had their camp over here the white boys had their camp over there. But when we went to work 
see I was the with the quarter master serving battalion that’s a working battalion you know going to the 
rail head to get the food moving boxes  unloading ships and things like that. See that was our job. 
 
Interviewer: So did you participate in any maneuvers stateside I guess no maneuvers any extra training 
did you do any of that stuff? 
 
Brewer: The extra training that we had it was just built whack in a built whack area they taught us how 
to build whack everything. And Patton’s army that’s what I did most of the time when I was out there. 
We kept General Patton the tanks would come in at night and fill up the tanks would fill up the tanks 
they was in you know. And in the daytime they would move it was just a training thing that’s all it was it 
was just a training thing. Taught us how to dig foxholes they would come around you know but we 
weren’t trained to be fighting we were just a working out fit. It don’t take much to learn you how you 
know to dig a ditch or something like that. 
 
Interviewer: So you felt like I mean you know you were never going to go into combat or see any 
 
Brewer: No that was the last thing in your mind that you had to go to combat. But we did take some 
combat training you know when we got overseas we had our rifles and things with us. They taught us 
how to clean your rifle how to put your rifle back together. Went to the rifle range taught you how to 
shoot all that kind of stuff but we never had no idea that we were ever going to be trained because back 
in those days they didn’t let blacks fight we weren’t allowed to fight. When we got overseas you know 
the Battle of Bastogne well that’s when they started a black outfit I can’t think of their name but they 
was a volunteer outfit like in World War I. They never let us fight first but when things got rough then 
they called volunteers. And so a lot of the guys volunteered and went up to Germany to fight. 
 
Interviewer: Did anybody from your outfit volunteer? 
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Brewer: Yeah two or three of my guys from my outfit they went there. I was mostly ____ they wanted 
me to be a sergeant but I never wanted to be a sergeant I wanted to be a corporal. I had a squad of 
about ten men you know but I never wanted to be a sergeant and have a whole lot of men with me. But 
it just fell on me and I couldn’t get around it there were 250 men in that outfit that I had. And they 
would move when they’d get ready to send the outfit out who would they call Corporal Brewer. I had a 
first sergeant he brought a death on me he would send me out with any dirty detail he would send me 
out. And I wouldn’t back down I could have made first sergeant but I didn’t want it but it was what you 
call acting sergeant I was first sergeant of the crowd but still I had corporal stripes. Kind of stupid to me I 
wasn’t getting paid for it but they really couldn’t say you know court martial me for something that I 
didn’t have no rank for.  I was just a corporal and they couldn’t court martial me for doing a sergeants 
job.  
 
Interviewer: Well let me slow you down. How good were the living conditions in the camps? 
 
Brewer: The conditions was good we didn’t have any problem with the conditions in the camp. The 
camp was we kept our own area we had our own area you know clean. We kept make sure to keep 
them from and you know there was no problem in the area where we were as concern for treated bad 
or anything like that. The treatment was good we had good food you made your own wheat it was just a 
company made up out of somebody with no experience. We had to have new cooks do all that kind of 
stuff you know we just made up as a company and that’s just the way that went down. There was no 
civility or nothing around the camp there. 
 
Interviewer: Okay and so you were stationed at Fort Polk and that’s where you became a quarter master 
and got involved in that unit. 
 
Brewer: No I wasn’t stationed at Fort Polk I was stationed at Camp Swift. But I had taken my basic 
training yeah taken my basic training around Fort Polk around Bevel Whack what they called Bevel 
Whack. We billow whacked around there Fort Polk there out in the woods in part of Texas and most of 
the time when we took our basic training we were in Louisiana.  
 
Interviewer: Okay and then from there where did you move to from Louisiana from basic training did 
you go to another camp or were you immediately shipped overseas? 
 
Brewer: No that’s when we left Louisiana when we finished our billow whack then we went from there 
to Camp Shanks New York to get ready to go overseas.  That was in September. 
 
Interviewer: Did your unit travel overseas in a troop ship? How did you transfer over there? 
 
Brewer: The Queen Mary. 
 
Interviewer: The Queen Mary oh okay and you  
 
Brewer: It was one of the largest ships. And the only one the Queen Mary was the only ship that went 
over by itself. All the rest of them was with you know they had to have what they called escorts that 
accompanied across with them. But during my time the Queen Mary was the only one that went over by 
itself. It took us four days and four nights to go from Camp Shanks New York to Glasgow Scotland. Now 
you know we were moving pretty good that’s over 3,000 miles.  
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Interviewer: Yeah so how good or bad were the food and living conditions on the ship? 
 
Brewer: Oh it was good it was I think even now I wasn’t to be in the navy. In the navy you know the navy 
they have first class food they have apples and oranges and all that kind of stuff. I couldn’t’ eat anything 
for three days you know got sea sick you know. 
 
Interviewer: Yeah 
 
Brewer: I just laid around sick all the time you know. Most of the soldiers was like me some of them got 
seas sick and some of them didn’t. I just happened to be one that you know stayed sick. I finally got 
some soup into me and stated getting better. I think I got about one good day on there. We went over 
there in four days and when we came back it took us 14 days to get back. 
 
Interviewer: Wow how many soldiers were onboard the Queen Mary? 
 
Brewer: About 10,000 
 
Interviewer: Was it just a mix white and black soldiers onboard? 
 
Brewer: No we were separated white was on one haul and black was on the other haul. They made sure 
that we were never together we were always separated except going to the job. Now when we worked 
we went out on work detail we would work together. But as far as socializing we never did socialize. 
 
Interviewer: Now you landed in Glasgow  
 
Brewer: Glasgow Scotland  
 
Interviewer: And how long did you stay there? 
 
Brewer: In September we it was just a landing place. We left there as I say I was seasick when I got over I 
had to stay around there for a while until I got my stuff together. And then when I left there my outfit 
went to believe it or not I don’t know whether you’ve heard about this or not Nottingham. Nottingham 
England and you remember this picture by Earl ___ Robin Hood and the mirror thief. Well I lived in the 
Sherwood Forest for seventeen months seventeen months I was in England. And that’s the most 
beautiful place ferns you know good deals and things around it was just like real it was beautiful place. 
That’s where our camp was when we got to England we stayed in Sherwood Forest but you weren’t 
allowed to kill do deer or no nothing like that. 
 
Interviewer: Were you housed in temporary or in barracks? 
 
Brewer: In houses temporary built you know I’d say maybe 40 or 50 buildings together. Kind of like 
Company C over here Company D over there. But we were all separated if Company D would be white 
they would be on the other side and we were Company C we would be over on this side. But when we 
went to work I was with G15, G15 was one of the largest depots that was in England. Now when we 
were getting ready for the invasion they shipped us all across the English Channel over into France. 
 
Interviewer: Right 
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Brewer: At this big warehouse it was called the G15 that was largest one there. 
 
Interviewer: Did you guys have any civilian contacts? 
 
Brewer: Oh yeah we had a little village there where we could go and have our Saturday night dances we 
had our girlfriends and all like that. Some of the boys said they were married I don’t know whether they 
was or not but they couldn’t bring their girlfriend home. 
 
Interviewer: So when you arrived did you see any combat? 
 
Brewer: Yeah 30 days we went into combat we wasn’t in a combat zone but we knew they were 
bombing around us where we went into the area. The area when we got off the ship June I think it was 
July the 22nd we went across the English Channel and we went to France. That’s when we left England 
and went to France and when we got there the fires and guns and things they heard us coming they ran 
off and they left their equipment there. We were hoping that they weren’t coming back because we 
weren’t trained you know to fight but we had live ammunition you know and everything.  They had the 
fires still burning when we came in we warmed by the fires where the Germans had built and they ran 
off getting back out of the way because they heard we were coming. 
 
Interviewer: So you were still in the same unit at this time? 
 
Brewer: The same unit we was in the same unit.  
 
Interviewer: So who was your commanding general? 
 
Brewer: Eisenhower 
 
Interviewer: And what was your impression of the officers and NCOs in command? 
 
Brewer: Well we got along fine they were white you know the company commander and first 
lieutenants second lieutenants the second in command they were General ___ he was with us all the 
way through. We never did have but one commander through our whole time that I was in the army it 
never changed. 
 
Interviewer: And the NCOs were they? 
 
Brewer: NCOs were just made up out of the company. 
 
Interviewer: Okay what kinds of equipment and arms did you train with and how well did they operate 
in combat? 
 
Brewer: Well the only thing we had one had one thing the gas mask and a rifle. We had that M1 but they 
took the M1 away from us because it was too heavy and they gave us all those carbeams. That was the 
carbeam rifle that they what they call the little rifle where you could maneuver like if it was the jungle 
they fixed it where it would be you could move around. But that M1 was too long it was shorter and it 
was much lighter the carbeam.  
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Interviewer: What was your first experience of combat and what kind of reaction did you and other in 
your unit have? 
 
Brewer: Never we never went into combat. As I say we were just a quarter master outfit you know 
working around rail heads and food places where they jumped with rail is what you call them we were 
always at the rail station. When the train would bring us food in then that’s where we set up what you 
call rail men and that’s where all the food was dropped off. So we was doing the front line we was 
always way behind the line so there would not be made nothing would be a breakthrough we would 
never be on the front line. We would always be way we weren’t allowed to fight. 
 
Interviewer: You were the supply line so you were the supply line front line supply. 
 
Brewer: Yeah supply line we supplied the front line. And they had this trucking outfit they called it the 
Red Ball Express and this Red Ball Express would come back to the supply line and that’s what we did. 
We worked around the clock 24 hours a day sending equipment and food to the front line that was our 
job. 
 
Interviewer: So I know they had I don’t really remember what it’s called it’s like the MRE the troop food 
that they would carry around with them. Did you guys get like I guess you guys would get like the fruit 
and vegetables and like good stuff did you always? 
 
Brewer: Do we just had a little package you would have a candy bar and it had something like a you 
know the little can you know that devil food. 
 
Interviewer: Of yeah  
 
Brewer: One of those and two or three of them little hard crackers and that was a meal. That was a meal 
for breakfast and one for dinner and that’s all you had. 
 
Interviewer: So you never got any supplies where other NCOs or officers would come in and try to train 
you? 
 
Brewer: No 
 
Interviewer: No how would you describe the cohesion inside the unit inside your unit? 
 
Brewer: The what? 
 
Interviewer: The cohesion did y’all work well together did you feel close to the ones that? 
 
Brewer: Yeah as I said it was just like one big happy family. Worked real close together we were just like 
brothers you know like soldiers now you know they rob each other all that kind of stuff. You know we 
never if I left my wallet laying on the bed somebody would pitch it out the window they wouldn’t even 
look in it. That’s just how close we didn’t take from each other we were buddies. We were buddies 
when we went to town if somebody fooled with my buddy he fooled with me just that’s the way we 
were. That’s just how close we were. 
 
Interviewer: What did you do in your free time? 
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Brewer: Well in free time we had what you call a day room we played ping pong played cards and 
volleyball. We had volleyball and ping pong and they let us have a couple softball teams they let us have 
a softball team when we was overseas just like we had a tournament going on. We were good we were 
country boys but we could play ball. We stood for second place in the whole European Theatre playing 
softball. 
 
Interviewer: What was the name of your team? 
 
Brewer: It was a good team. 
 
Interviewer: Did y’all have a name? 
 
Brewer: No we didn’t name our team. 
 
Interviewer: Did you write a lot of letters and receive mail from loved ones and friends? 
 
Brewer: Yeah we would write two or three letters a day. You know we had those pamphlets how to 
write letters you know. Boy they had some letters in there you could write a letter they would tell you 
know what to read you know it would already be made out and you could copy off of it they had a 
package like that they sent to you. And the guy would look off of his letter and like a lot of them I wrote 
a lot letters to different boys to their girlfriends you know. Man they had some good stories in the 
letters you know. 
 
Interviewer: Did you play cards, read? 
 
Brewer: Played cards yeah we played cards and they would shoot dice all that kind that was just passing 
time you know. Most of the time we were in the we stayed quarantined all of the time somebody was 
always every time you’d have the meal oh man I’ve never heard they would come up with the mumps. 
Every 30 days somebody about time you’d be through with them somebody would come up with the 
mumps and we had 30 more days. We never did get a chance to go to town somebody always you know 
I guess it was catchy I reckon. But they wouldn’t let us go to town we stayed quarantined most of the 
time somebody was always come up with the mumps. 
 
Interviewer: Did you have leave time overseas? 
 
Brewer: Huh 
 
Interviewer: Leave time overseas? 
 
Brewer: Uh huh I never had no I stayed in the army three years I never got no furlough back home. I got 
a furlough when I went to when I went to I got one in England and one when I was in France. In England 
I went to Nottingham and I stayed a week and when I went to France I got to Southern France now you 
talking about a place. That’s millionaires were down under in Southern France you know on the 
Mediterranean Sea beautiful down there. 
 
Interviewer: So were you ate did you get hot food or sea rations? 
 
Brewer: Well when we was in ____ when we were not in the field we ate hot food three times a day. 
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Interviewer: How often were you in the field? 
 
Brewer: Well not too maybe we’d go out and stay a weekend when we went overseas because see they 
had we couldn’t go out too far because they had mines scattered round. You were in an area and your 
area was marked off any couldn’t be walking off over yonder somewhere. If you went over there you 
might get your head blowed off. So you had to stay within your area and they were marked off. 
 
Interviewer: So when you were in the field you got the sea rations? 
 
Brewer: You got the sea rations. They would take us out in the field sometimes you know for a weekend 
and we wouldn’t stay out long like it was in the states two or three months we would just go out there 
and stay a weekend sometimes. We got extra training or something there wasn’t no training in the 
beginning because we wasn’t fighting no ways but just in case there would be a breakthrough they still 
learned us how to keep our rifles clean learn how to load and unload all that kind of stuff.  
 
Interviewer: Did you often sleep on the ground or in tents? 
 
Brewer: In tents 
 
Interviewer: And was it ever possible to take showers, shave or at least wash up? 
 
Brewer: Well we made our own shower most generally took just a bird bath we called it. The helmet 
that we wore that was our bath tool we’d take our helmet and put warm water in it you know go down 
to the mess hall and that’s where we kept the steam water there. And we’d take that water off of there 
and put it in our helmet and that’s where we’d take our bath. Now we had guys that could make take a 
barrel put water in it then we’d fill it up with warm water and cut holes in the barrel and get up under 
that and that would be our shower. 
 
Interviewer: Okay did you often feel sleep deprived and over worked? 
 
Brewer: Sometimes I did because I was on guard duty all the time. I worked at the ration breakdown and 
my squad was already in and we had four hours on and four hours off and that was 24 hours a day. 
Sometimes I felt got pretty depressed by the time you had to walk about two miles to the ration 
breakdown and by the time you get there and get back home you only get about two hours of sleep. 
And that got mighty rough sometimes now back in September of 43 General Eisenhower we was 
sleeping on the ground when we first got over there but he sent out an order to get all the troops that 
could possible get off the ground. So that’s when we moved into these villages and things you know old 
empty buildings that they weren’t using and that’s when they got us up off the ground. But when we 
first went over there we were sleeping on the ground in pup tents. 
 
Interviewer: How long did you sleep on the ground on pup tents? 
 
Brewer: Oh I don’t know six months. 
 
Interviewer: So you were promoted during your service time. Did you feel that promotions were 
received by those so how many times were you promoted? Were you just promoted to corporal and 
then that’s it or?  When you were promoted you were just promoted to corporal and then that was it? 
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Brewer: Oh well I was promoted to PFC, PFC I then corporal and then going up the line you know to 
sergeant and first class and master sergeant you know platoon sergeant section sergeant all the way up. 
But when I got to corporal I thought the stripes I didn’t want to go any further but they put in all of 
those I went from first sergeant on up. You know active sergeant but I never did accept the you know to 
put the stripes on but I only had about made corporal about six months about six months after I was 
there in the service. I made my rank that I wanted I went up pretty fast. 
 
Interviewer: Did you become a corporal when you were in England or in the United States? 
 
Brewer: No I was in the states. 
 
Interviewer: Were the officers and NCOs in your unit recent recruits or where they pre-war career army, 
navy or marines you served with and could you tell the difference? 
 
Brewer: Could I tell the difference in the training? 
 
Interviewer: If the officers and NCOS could you tell the difference if they were recent recruits or still war 
career army could you tell if they were newbies? 
 
Brewer: Well most and generally they were young men see when we were in the states we had some 
young guys one or two young guys NCOs over here ahead of us they were young. You couldn’t tell 
because they were in training like we was but they was lieutenants. We had first lieutenant we had 
second lieutenant then we had warrant officer and then we’d have the commander.  
 
Interviewer: Were you impressed with the qualities of the enemy leadership, bravery, ability to 
withstand hardship, etc.  
 
Brewer: What 
 
Interviewer: Impressed with the qualities of the enemy? 
 
Brewer: The enemy we had about 200 that we kept in the back line they were prisoners of war and they 
sent us back to work on the rail head that’s what they did. But we had to guard them that’s the reason 
why the guard the guard unit you know we had to guard them that was our job to make them do the 
work that we were supposed to do.  See we would take out four or five hundred not four or five maybe 
put them in groups of fifty’s and fifty over here fifty over there and fifty over there and put one guard 
and them when you get time up then we call them all back in and send out another. And that’s what 
they were doing delivering goods and stuff to the front line.  
 
Interviewer: So did you   
 
Brewer: But they were prisoners of war we didn’t have much trouble out of them they were railroad 
beings I said. Well you would too you would have been too if you was in war and they were getting 
three hots a day.  
 
Interviewer: So did you come to respect the average enemy soldier or would you use other words to 
describe your feelings? 
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Brewer: No we treated them with respect they got to know us we worked with them every day and they 
stayed they didn’t stay in the barracks with us we had them in separate barracks. But we got to know 
them just like they did us.  
 
Interviewer: So you began to see that they were real people? 
 
Brewer: Yeah we didn’t have no problems with them you know. Sometimes you know some of them 
would get kind of unruly you know you could tell them what you were going to do and sometimes the 
boy would even give them their rifle and tell them you watch these guys until I come back. That’s how 
friendly they got too friendly with them you’re not supposed to give the enemy your rifle but they did 
sometimes.  
 
Interviewer: Do you think was that that wasn’t towards the end of the war they just didn’t want to fight 
anymore the Japanese? 
 
Brewer: No they were captured during the war no the war wasn’t over. These were the ones that were 
captured on the front line and they sent them to the rear they sent them to the rear. So that was their 
punishment for the time that they were prisoners of war you know they was helping us to supply the 
front line with food and ammunition and that kind of stuff. And some of them was just put in a big 
concentration camp and kept there. But these guys what we had they were working they worked along 
with us. 
 
Interviewer: What about civilians and refugees did you have much contact with them? 
 
Brewer: No 
 
Interviewer: And were you part of an occupation force among civilians? 
 
Brewer: No 
 
Interviewer: Were you ever wounded? 
 
Brewer: No  
 
Interviewer: Were you ever recommended for a medal? 
 
Brewer: Well I had let’s see how many medals did I have? I had two or three medals I can’t remember 
one for overseas an overseas medal a Bronze Star. But I’m not going to tell you that because I just don’t 
remember I had three medals I know I had several stars several stripes you know. That’s how you got 
back home by the stripes that you had they went by points. Every point you had to have 72 stripes to get 
back you know before the army would go and send you back home. And that’s how they send you back 
by the stripes that you had if you had 0 points or if you had 75 points the older first would come back 
first and then go on back down the line when they started sending you back home. But they were fixing 
to send my outfit they were fixing to send us to Hawaii to build an air strip and while they had us all 
fixed up to be sent over there then when they dropped the bomb in Hiroshima the atomic bomb they 
said your whole outfit your fixing to get ready to go and the war is over with we’re going to send you 
home. So they just sent us on home instead of sending us to Hawaii to build the airstrip. 
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Interviewer: Were friends and fellow soldiers wounded or killed were any of your friends? 
 
Brewer: Huh 
 
Interviewer: Were any of your friends wounded? 
 
Brewer: One we had one went up he was a staff sergeant he went up to volunteer like I said we had five 
to volunteer out of our outfit and only one of them got killed but I can’t recall his name. but he lived in 
Nashville yeah we had quite a few guys from Nashville, Clarksville it was either about five or six of my 
buddies was here. Most of them is all gone I guess I’m the only still living that I know of that went in the 
army and got out.  
 
Interviewer: Did you ever have a since of the big picture meaning did you ever know the strategy 
involved in beating the axis power? Did you have any idea of the strategy that was going on to defeat 
you know Hitler or were you just kind of? 
 
Brewer: Well we really never had the strategy or nothing like that to worry about. The only things that 
most of us had to worry about was the sun come up and the sun went down because we had somebody 
else to do all of our thinking for us. We just did what we were told to do you know doing the outfit we 
had this ration breakdown and had those railhead and things that some when they come into ship for us 
to be there. And keep that front line that was the only thing that we were worried about we didn’t have 
to worry about the strategy about the fighting or nothing like that. That was out of the question because 
we was not allowed to fight except in self-defense. If the Germans broke through and then we had to 
have hand to hand combat or something like that or we had to go assist the men then we would fight 
but other than that we weren’t trained. 
 
Interviewer: So you weren’t ever involved in any famous landings in the war? 
 
Brewer: No except when we landed in Normandy we landed on Normandy Beach. See the beach was 
already cleared up when we went there and the way was already laid out for us. We did not have to do 
no fighting it was already laid out there what do you call it the infantry they had went in and cleared the 
way for us. And all we had to do was be there so the reason why the ships come in and they start 
unloading these supplies and things then that’s where we came in. That was the quarter master outfit to 
take care of the supplies and things that was coming in from the ocean and send ammunition and stuff 
to the front line and that was mostly mainly our main job. And the fighting we didn’t have to worry 
about now we got understand when we left there the same place we was the night after we left the 
enemy came over and I saw a few dog fights in the sky. They tried to get to us but we had not the 
infantry the outfit they always had us surrounded with outfits that would fight but we weren’t supposed 
to fight.  And then they heard the next night after we left they said they bombed every inch of it that’s 
just how close. I stayed in a combat area for 30 days and that’s as close as I was to a combat zone 30 
days when we first moved over there when we went there when we landed in Normandy Beach we 
were in the combat zone for 30 days. And then that means we were far enough behind the line that 
were weren’t worried about the enemy breaking through and getting through because we were just a 
working outfit. 
 
 
Tape ended 
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