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First of all I thank you for doing this. I really appreciate that. This is an exciting 
experience for me because like I said before the tape started, I am going to be teaching 
high school so this is going to be a good experience for me to share. For the sake of the 
tape would you be able to state your name? 
 
Mr. Shelton:  Holland Shelton of Murray, Kentucky. 
 
When were you born, in what year? 
 
Mr. Shelton:  I was born June 28, 1921. 
 
1921; so when the war started you would have been 20 years old? 
 
Mr. Shelton:  That is about right, yes. 
 
What branch of the service did you enroll in? 
 
Mr. Shelton:  Well I didn’t enroll; I was drafted. 
 
What was the primary unit that you served in while you were there? 
 
Mr. Shelton:  Do you mean during the war or before? 
 
Actually before the war and when you were sent to training what was the primary unit 
you served in? 
 
Mr. Shelton:  We trained in Colorado Springs, Colorado, Fort Carson, Colorado. We 
went on forced marches four miles every day and we ran half the time and walked fast; 
the rest of the time you thought you were running. We did that. Some of the men that 
were four or five maybe ten years older than I was, well they just couldn’t take it. When 
you are 18 – 20 years old that is the reason they want you. You will go until you fall out.  
 
You were drafted when the war had already started? 
 
Mr. Shelton:  Right.  
 
Where did you grow up? Did you grow up here? 
 
Mr. Shelton:  I grew up in ____, northeast of Murray at Van Cleave School Parish. 
 
What do your parents do? 
 
Mr. Shelton:  My parents have already passed on. He was a farmer and he traded quite a 
bit. He furnished the Murray State College meat; beef you know. Of course that has been 
long ago. I don’t know how he did that. He furnished them; he killed the beef. I went to 
Kroger. I went to school to a meat cutting school and I worked at Kroger for 3 ½ years. I 
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have a lot of experience there and met some nice people. They begged me to stay. I 
thought I wanted to farm. Well I didn’t. I thought I did; you know how young people are. 
I farmed about three years and that was it.  
 
Both of my parents are teachers so I am headed down the same path as my parents. We 
will find out if that is going to stay consistent. So you went through the Great 
Depression? 
 
Mr. Shelton:  Well I was pretty young during the Great Depression. I can remember it. 
____ was practically nothing; around 5 cents a pound.  
 
From your recollection, what you can remember, how did the Great Depression affect 
you and your family? 
 
Mr. Shelton:  I guess everybody rose what they ate, so to speak. Like potatoes, they 
would grow them and put them up, beans and things. Of course we didn’t have any 
freezers back then. I’m ashamed to tell you this but my daddy was so poor that I didn’t 
know what a can of peanut butter was. That’s sad to know that but it’s true. I guess that is 
the reason people like us that went through the difficult times, when we come into a real 
depression we can probably take it better than young people like you can.  
 
That’s for sure. I’m sure that you guys went through something that we probably haven’t 
seen here.  
 
Mr. Shelton:  We didn’t have anything but mules. Can you imagine a mule pulling a one 
horse plow and two mules pulling a two horse plow so to speak? I just don’t see how we 
even existed.  
 
I read Tom Brokoffs book…. 
 
Mr. Shelton:  I haven’t even read that. 
 
It was really good. It talked about the generation surrounding World War II saying it was 
the best generation. Basically that that era produced a staunch generation of people. That 
is why this is my favorite of history. Now you said that you guys didn’t have much to 
begin with but did the rationing affect you at all and your family? 
 
Mr. Shelton:  Are you talking about gasoline? 
 
Gasoline, crude, sugar…. 
 
Mr. Shelton:  Well yes, but we didn’t do all that much traveling anyway. We made it 
pretty good.  
 
Did your father and mother own an automobile farm? 
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Mr. Shelton:  Yeah, but I don’t know how he did that but I guess he had one of the first 
automobiles in that area down there around Shiloh and _____ is where I am talking 
about. 
 
You mentioned Kroger’s; did you have this job before you joined the Army? 
 
Mr. Shelton:  Yes and then I went to school. I went to a meat cutting school at Toledo, 
Ohio, called Kertz Meat Cutting School. This probably doesn’t mean anything to you but 
we had to learn to cut ___thin pork that hadn’t been chilled. We had to cut round steaks 
with a knife and that was almost impossible. On Saturdays they made us sell things like 
hamburger and lard. The ladies would laugh. We had gotten used to putting a pound or 
two pounds on a scale and that would pretty well do it. They said, “Well you are putting 
your thumb on there and you are weighing it.” They would laugh and go on. But I 
enjoyed doing that a lot; I really did. I stayed with that for about 3 ½ years. 
 
How old were you when you started work at Kroger’s? 
 
Mr. Shelton:  I said awhile ago that I did that before I went in the service. I did that after 
I got out of the service. I went to the school. 
 
Did you have a job before the service; before you actually went into the military? 
 
Mr. Shelton:  No. 
 
So you graduated high school here in Kentucky? 
 
Mr. Shelton:  Right.  
 
What did you do after high school? 
 
Mr. Shelton:  I went to college out here. They had a high school here. I graduated in 8th 
grade and I wanted my high school diploma and they enrolled me at Murray State. We 
took all the test and things we took and I got my high school diploma 
 
I’m just curious, you would have been twenty in 1941, before Pearl Harbor how seriously 
did you take the threat of the Nazi’s? 
 
Mr. Shelton:  We didn’t realize how serious that was. I don’t believe we did. I’ll never 
forget where I was or anything. I was there at home when we heard the news on the radio. 
It didn’t seem to bother me all that bad. It was very soon after that that two brothers, three 
of us boys, all had to go to the service. I went to Europe and they went to Japan. We were 
fortunate in one thing. I guess it was the Lord’s will that we all got home.  
 
I’m curious, how many brothers and sisters do you have? 
 
Mr. Shelton:  I had one sister and there were five of us boys. 
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Wow. 
 
Mr. Shelton:  They are all dead except me and one other brother. Of course back then, 
Jim, I always laugh when I heard people say this but there was no television; nothing but 
a radio and there were those large families. Five and six in a family back then wasn’t all a 
big deal. There were a lot of them that had ten or twelve which to me I don’t understand. 
We just had to learn to share. At Christmas time I remember _____ gave me and my 
younger; I was next to the youngest boy. He got a jeep and I got a truck. It had lights on 
it. I can’t believe that but it did and that was really a thrill.  
 
When Pearl Harbor happened; when the Japanese attacked Pearl Harbor on December 7, 
1941, where were you at the time? Do you remember what you were doing and how you 
took the news of the invasion? 
 
Mr. Shelton:  It was 1941 whenever they were at Pearl Harbor right? 
 
Yes sir, December 7, 1941. I believe the next day Roosevelt gave a speech. 
 
Mr. Shelton:  I had been home. I had been home at what we called Shiloh; it’s just a 
little old grocery store there. I had been home because I didn’t go off to meat cutting 
school until after I got out of the service.  
 
Did you think at the time that you would be drafted into the military? 
 
Mr. Shelton:  Yeah I thought I would be. I always told some friends of mine and my 
family, I said, “Well I hope I will pass” because I didn’t want anything to be wrong with 
me. You know what I am saying? I didn’t look forward to it all. Back then though we 
called them draft dodgers. I wanted to be helping at the path. I didn’t want anything to be 
wrong with me. The pastor had to come up here in front of the First Baptist Church where 
I belong, where your father-in-law and wife I guess belong. We got out there on them 
steps and they took our picture out there. They did everybody like that. 
 
Oh wow, how many of you from Murray? 
 
Mr. Shelton:  At that time I would say maybe twenty-five. I noticed in the paper that 
there is 3,000 Veterans in Christian County; Calloway. 
 
When were you actually drafted? What year was it, do you remember? 
 
Mr. Shelton:  Somewhere around 1941; October I believe. 
 
Okay, so you were actually in the military before the war started? 
 
Mr. Shelton:  Yeah.  
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Did you go to some type of center that…. 
 
Mr. Shelton:  Basic Training? 
 
Actually before going to basic training. From what I have read it said that there was an 
induction center that a lot of the new recruits went to. They were tested, they were given 
an IQ test and they were given a physical and then from there they left and went to their 
basic training. 
 
Mr. Shelton:  That’s about what happened to us. We went to Fort Meade, Maryland. Fort 
Meade, Maryland, and classified that as a hitching post and then they put us on a train 
and we went to I believe it was Fort Carson, Colorado, from there. I was in Fort Bragg, 
North Carolina. I had basic training there. It was sandy there. I don’t know if you have 
ever been in the sand or not but it’s terrible.  
 
Yeah. I have some friends out there and their back yard is half sand.  
 
Mr. Shelton:  It’s worst than going in snow. I had basic training there and then I had 
basic training at Panama. I spent a year in Panama. I drove coastal walks down there a lot 
of times. 
 
Really? I’ve only been there once and I never had the chance to go down to the walks and 
observe them; but I flew over them. So you went from Fort Meade to Colorado? 
 
Mr. Shelton:  Yes.  
 
What did you do in Colorado? 
 
Mr. Shelton:  Training. 
 
Okay so you went to a basic training out there? 
 
Mr. Shelton:  Basic Training, then they gave it to us when we went to Panama. 
 
Is that Fort Carson? 
 
Mr. Shelton:  Right. Then it was Camp Carson, and then it became Fort Carson after 
that. 
 
Okay and then you went to Fort Bragg and this was your advanced training? 
 
Mr. Shelton:  Right. 
 
When you actually were drafted and you participated in basic training, what did you think 
about the other recruits, the other people going in?  
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Mr. Shelton:  I never had any experience like that. When you put eighteen and twenty 
year old people together they become friends real quick and they do things for each other. 
It was kindly shocking. I guess what bothered us more than anything is what was going to 
happen to us on down the road.  
 
Was it difficult to be that far away from home for the first time? 
 
Mr. Shelton:  It was for some few months there. But we will get into that later on after 
when the war was over with.  
 
I know that they had some maneuvers state side before the war in the European Theater 
kicked off really for the Americans. I know the Louisiana maneuvers was one and then 
they had some different training maneuvers of a large scale. Were you involved in any of 
those maneuvers?  
 
Mr. Shelton:  Well I was; we had maneuvers. We had maneuvers there in the first 
plantation in California. The first plantation is several thousand acres and there are hills, 
of hills, of hills. We had a mule pack with us. I didn’t see any of this but some of the boys 
told me that one of the mules on those hills fell off and it killed it. I didn’t see that. It was 
real rough country. We were there approximately 2 ½ weeks about 15 days and that is a 
long time to eat t-rations. At the end of about 15 days, this is real close to the ocean. We 
went on in to Kings City, California, and we found a restaurant. I don’t know how many 
of us it was, but we had to line up because they could only let so many in at a time. I will 
never forget that. It was really fun. 
 
Good food too. 
 
Mr. Shelton:  Oh yeah, when you are used to nothing. Anyway, we had a good time 
there. 
 
What were t-rations? What did they have? 
 
Mr. Shelton:  They had hash, beans and some type of meat. Naturally we survived on it 
but they all griped.  
 
It’s no different. I was in the service for five years in the Army. 
 
Mr. Shelton:  You were? 
 
Yes, I was an MP for five years. But when I went to basic training we had a lot of those. 
Whenever we went to the field everyone would gripe about those. We called them 
MRE’s (Meals Ready to Eat) and everyone would gripe about them. But you would see 
all the guys’ who would trade different ones. They still gripe but they are a lot better than 
what you probably had.  
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Mr. Shelton:  The such a thing that we had during that whole experience of 3 ½ years 
was I went to Panama and came back and I think it was almost a year to the day…… 
(Phone Interruption) 
 
You went off to Fort Meade first and then from there you went to Fort Carson, Colorado, 
and then you did your advanced basic training at Fort Bragg, North Carolina.  
 
Mr. Shelton:  I had been at both places. I don’t know why. They had given us all type of 
shots.  
 
What was your job? What did you train for? 
 
Mr. Shelton:  It wasn’t anything specific. I was a Corporal. They were teaching us how 
to kill or be killed I guess. 
 
So were you an infantry man? 
 
Mr. Shelton:  Right. I was in the 3rd Army, General Patton, blood and guts in other 
words.  
 
Immediately after basic training and your advanced training, where did you go from 
there? You went to Panama? 
 
Mr. Shelton:  I went to Panama first and came back to California and went to Fort 
Carson and trained there for about a year. We were out in the field and those prairie dogs 
out there got holes all over the hills. They told us that we had been called to go to 
Normandy to go in combat. 
 
So you were at Fort Carson when they called you? 
 
Mr. Shelton:  Right.  
 
So you went from Fort Meade to Panama or to Fort Carson? 
 
Mr. Shelton:  We went from Fort Meade to Fort Bragg, North Carolina. From there I 
went to Fort Carson and from Fort Carson I went to Europe.  
 
You talked about these maneuvers that you were involved in, in California; in your own 
mind did you think you were ready to fight in combat from your experience in training? 
 
Mr. Shelton:  Well you don’t know how combat is going to be. It’s something you are 
just wondering if you are ready. Of course we have been trained there in basic training 
twice. I guess that when you are that age I guess there wasn’t much concern about 
whether we was ready or wasn’t ready. We adjusted to it. After about six months, I know 
in Fort Bragg I hadn’t gotten completely adjusted to the Army. When I did get adjusted to 
it, it didn’t bother me that much whether I needed to go home or not. I had an opportunity 
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to go home on vacation on furlough as they called it and they got me all set up and then 
all at once they cancelled it. 
 
When you first joined the military to your actual departure for the European Theater how 
long was that; was it a year or two years; your state side active duty? 
 
Mr. Shelton:  It was about a year and a half.  
 
When you traveled overseas, what year did you leave here? Do you recall? Was it 1943? 
 
Mr. Shelton:  It was about 1943, yeah.  
 
How did you travel overseas?  
 
Mr. Shelton:  We traveled by ship; convoy. It was a big ___ in the water. You know 
what I mean so if they got hit they wouldn’t get all of us.  
 
Do you remember how long the voyage was?  
 
Mr. Shelton:  It was about 10 days; approximately that long. 
 
Do you recall about how many soldiers were there on board? 
 
Mr. Shelton:  I don’t recall them telling us that. But they allowed us to get on there. We 
trained and we took exercise. We trained on there to keep in shape. You can imagine 
being on a ship; I don’t know if you have ever been on one very long or not, but you 
really get out of shape. You get out of shape quick. They gave us drill calls to keep us in 
shape.  
 
Were you housed once you arrived in temporary barracks once you arrived in England? 
What type of barracks were you given; your accommodations? 
 
Mr. Shelton:  I don’t know what area it was in England, it was just regular barracks kind 
of like we had in Colorado. It wasn’t pup tents. They had tents where there could be two 
or three people in but this was regular barracks. We stayed there about ten days. There 
was lots talk going on there because we knew we were going into combat.  
 
How did the other soldiers respond; react? Were some of them excited or ready for it; 
were they scared? 
 
Mr. Shelton:  Well it was both ways. I was concerned about one thing only and that was 
whether I would survive or not. I could say I didn’t lose any sleep. I was okay. If I would 
have been maybe one or two people together, it would have been a real tough situation; 
as many friends as we had and we all got to become pretty good buddies. I had one young 
man and he and I would think together or at least I did that a Jew was a bad thing. They 
were this or they were that. But one of the best friends I ever had was a Jew. He was on 
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the ship as we went on over. He implied that he just didn’t want to get out of his bunk. So 
I told him, “I will bring you anything you want.” I brought him food and things. His 
people sent him no telling how many packages. He had cookies, candies and all that. He 
shared it with the boys. I really loved him, he was very personable.  
 
So there was a close camaraderie?  
 
Mr. Shelton:  Yes there was.  
 
(Change tape) 
 
We left off and you were in England. Do you know what year that was when you arrived 
in England and you stayed those few weeks before you actually moved on? 
 
Mr. Shelton:  The invasion was June 4, 1944, so we had to have been there the first part 
of January 1944. I left Newport News, Virginia, just before Christmas. It was real, real 
cold.  
 
So that would put you mid January. What did you do from mid January to actually 
leaving in May or early June? 
 
Mr. Shelton:  During that period of time they tried exercises. We didn’t do a whole lot.  
 
Did you train in England at that time? 
 
Mr. Shelton:  Yes. We were confined. We didn’t train like we did when we was at Fort 
Carson and Fort Bragg. I guess you could say more or less conservative training, the 
more it keeps us in shape.  
 
When you went overseas, did you move as a unit; did you move with the same unit you 
were involved in or did you move over there as sort of a conglomerate and then get a unit 
once you….? 
 
Mr. Shelton:  We went in as replacements. We were still in the 90th Infantry Division of 
the 3rd Army. General Patton was over there.  
 
I know that before the conflict there was a small number of active duty officers and 
enlisted. Once the conflict started the numbers moved some and so they were scattering 
to find officers and too non-commissioned officers to take responsibility over new 
recruits coming in. In your unit, were they seasoned? I mean by that people who had 
already been in before the conflict started, NCO’s and officers or were they 90 day 
wonders? 
 
Mr. Shelton:  You mean when we were attached to the 3rd Army?   
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When you were in England were you going over with guys who had already been in the 
Army for awhile or were they new? 
 
Mr. Shelton:  Most of them were volunteers and draftees like I was. I don’t think they 
had been in the Army much longer than I was. 
 
What was your impression of the leadership then? Were you confidant that these guys 
could help you in the heat of battle? 
 
Mr. Shelton:  Well yes and no. We had a 2nd Lieutenant and this was in combat. His 
name was Garritt; Lieutenant Garritt. He was literally scared to death. He would give us 
orders from the foxhole. I do not know whether he made it or not. We had some young 
men in there that with someone like that leading them I had a fear that they might kill 
him. Nobody liked him; somebody giving the orders and then he hid in a hole. There was 
a lot of criticism about that. I don’t know what happened to him. I really don’t know. He 
was just scared to death. That was bad for us. He was telling us where to go. He was 
telling us where to go and what to do. They would come in there and they would say, 
“We want ten to twelve volunteers.” One time I became one of those volunteers. We 
were told that about two companies of us in this area; a wooded area; we were told to go 
different directions and see if we could draw fire. We did and it was okay. Nobody got 
hurt. That was scary. 
 
Where was this? 
 
Mr. Shelton:  That was in Germany. 
 
Where was your first experience in combat? Was it D-Day, June 6th? 
 
Mr. Shelton:  Yes.  
 
You said you were on a third wave of folks going in? 
 
Mr. Shelton:  Yes. We were going up them cliffs and I fell and I tripped. I don’t know 
why they did this. They sent us out with full B pack which is all of your clothing and 
shoes and all that. Most of us fell getting off within the water. You try to keep your 
weapon out of the water because it doesn’t fire when it is wet. It was a real problem.  
 
Did you carry the new rifles?  
 
Mr. Shelton:  O3 yeah. They had a carbine part of the time. I got to where I had to use it 
and it wouldn’t even fire. That was something else. Some guy said, “Throw the damn 
thing away.” I said, “Well I got to have something.” It was really rugged. We went up 
over this; you saw the cliff on television haven’t you? It was real high. 
 
Just curious, which beach was it that you landed on? 
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Mr. Shelton:  Omaha. These Germans were dug in all across up there. They were in pill 
boxes and concrete embankments. I guess that is the reason our planes couldn’t get them.  
 
Can we back up just for a second? Now you left, you were on one of these landing ship 
crafts? You were with the Navy as they were going down to the actual theater and then 
you got on ____ crafts from a naval vessel? 
 
Mr. Shelton:  Yes. 
 
How far out did you get on to these landing ship crafts from the beach itself? How long 
was the ride? 
 
Mr. Shelton:  How long did we cross the English Channel? Is that what you are saying?  
 
Yeah. From the landing craft; when you got on to the landing craft how long was that? 
 
Mr. Shelton:  They transferred us off of the unit that they had us on their crossing the 
English Channel. We were pretty close. I would say we were probably 400 or 500 yards 
and then they ran that thing up and let the…They got a gate on the front of it there where 
it dropped down and you hit the water or whatever and go. 
 
What was going through your mind at this time?  
 
Mr. Shelton:  You were so scared, you don’t really know. I think everybody was. So 
many of them got killed and hurt. I didn’t even know what the Lord wanted me to say. I 
don’t know how I made it. I fell and some of these things I am telling you I wouldn’t 
even go back and tell Stephen and about my age. I will be 80 years old on June 28th and I 
don’t talk about that. The other first and second wave had forces ____ that never got 
killed. But down in the forces of the plane and all once we got over that hill up there 
things really changed. It wasn’t very far there that we went to the Siegfried lines. That 
and pill box after pill box. They weren’t really that much trouble to get around there. I 
think they all slacked up. They got scared and some of them stayed and fought and some 
of them didn’t. We were close enough to them that we could see them. I’m talking about 
actual soldiers. Of course that is the bad part about being infantry. Why did I stay and 
was drafted? I was just stupid. I didn’t know what I was doing. I should have went in and 
gone into the Air Force or the Navy one. But I didn’t do it. So it was almost a miracle that 
I got back. I was driving a jeep and I was an 81-mm gunner. We were about 500 to 
maybe 1000 feet behind the actual GI’s that were up there and kicking them out of the 
bushes. He is the one that we need to love and thank. He is the one that was really tough. 
They had hedgerows. I’m sure you know all about that. They used them as fences and our 
tanks would run through them and tear them up so we could get through. We were in 
Belgium part of the time. We by-passed Paris, France. They decided that they weren’t 
going to destroy Paris, France.  
 
Right. I heard they tried to blow it up. What time of day was this that you actually landed 
on Omaha Beach? 
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Mr. Shelton:  It was dark. 
 
Early in the morning? 
 
Mr. Shelton:  Yes, real early.  
 
What time did you actually make it up and stop your combat operations for that day? 
 
Mr. Shelton:  You mean to make it up over it? 
 
Right, over the hill and then you cleared the hedgerows. 
 
Mr. Shelton:  Probably about 10:00 or something like that.  
 
Did you ever get shot at? 
 
Mr. Shelton:  Yes. 
 
What was going through your mind? 
 
Mr. Shelton:  I got hit on my right foot where I had a boot on over a shoe. It must have 
been a miracle there. It tore that boot up and I guess it ricochet off of it. It was really 
something. I’m on over now in Saarbrucken now where we had all that fighting we had to 
do there. We would work all night and fight in the daytime.  
 
Now the hedgerows, you said you were there when they were coming through the 
hedgerows. After the first day when you stopped operations for that day, did you throw 
up a tent; did you sleep on the ground? 
 
Mr. Shelton:  We slept on the ground anywhere we could get. One day, Jim, I was in an 
area, the first GI he got killed, I will never forget. But we could not dig in. It was rocks, 
rocks, rocks and we couldn’t. One of the boys that was with me, he said, “_____, I am 
leaving.” I said, “You can go, I am staying right here. When you are in an area and don’t 
know where you are at you’re going to start wondering around right where them people 
are out there with guns and everything. They had planes that would drop the flyers. I 
don’t know what happened with him. He said, “I am gone.” I said, “Well you go ahead. 
I’m not going. I am going to stay right here.” I guess he was like that Lieutenant Garritt; I 
guess he got scared and was going to try to get away. We had some people that actually 
shot themselves. We had a Colonel that was a Ranger. He was something else. When we 
got a chance to have a meeting; before we went off into crossing that river there at 
Saarbrucken he said, “The only way we go back is a hero.” A hero means you are dead. 
This boy was a platoon leader sergeant. He shot himself in the foot. I don’t know what 
happened to him. I never had any inkling to want to do that.  
 
The difference between talk and walk huh?  
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Mr. Shelton:  I don’t know why he would do that. I guess he was thinking he would get 
killed. 
 
(Phone rings) 
 
We left off and you were just clearing the hedgerows there in Normandy. Where did you 
end you tour and leave Germany? At what place? 
 
Mr. Shelton:  Battle of the Bulge. 
 
Battle of the Bulge; so you were actually involved in the Battle of the Bulge? Do you 
remember the date that you actually left and went back to the states? 
 
Mr. Shelton:  No I don’t.  
 
Were you in country when Germany surrendered or right after the Battle of the Bulge you 
left and went back? 
 
Mr. Shelton:  I was in Germany. There is something that happened there that I can’t 
believe. These people in there in Germany there, they have a couple of milk cows and 
they fixed on to their house where they would put them in there and feed them and milk 
them. That was happening right there and I couldn’t believe it and I’m talking about two 
girls. I’m not talking about an adult man or boy. I am talking about two girls. One of 
them had a calf and they went right through and we just couldn’t believe that.  
 
They had the cows inside their house? 
 
Mr. Shelton:  Yes; it’s like they built the house and they fixed a room that attached on to 
it. 
 
For their cattle? 
 
Mr. Shelton:  Yes. I can’t comprehend that. One of them had a calf and it was _____. I 
just couldn’t believe it. They took care of it. That’s unusual. But that is where we were at 
there. I don’t remember the name of that place anyway. 
 
From that point when you actually left Normandy Beach, where did you go from there? 
You were on the convoy with Patton to Paris? 
 
Mr. Shelton:  Yes. 
 
Were you with him when they were trying to close the ____ Gap? 
 
Mr. Shelton:  Yes. 
 



Shelton, Holland    14 
 

What were some of your experiences in that time? 
 
Mr. Shelton:  We had the Germans surrounded. I don’t know how many there was; it 
looked like it had been two or three billion. This hill that we were on was, you know what 
a ____ hill is don’t you, out there on Hill 121? But anyway, it was a big valley; a big 
bottom. It looked like it was a mile or two miles wide. We had a P-47 and a P-51 with 
____. You could see a truck blow up. Of course a lot of us gave up. We didn’t have any 
other choice. That was one of the biggest battles we were in. Later on in that same area 
there, Saint Lo, does that ring a bell to you? 
 
Yep. 
 
Mr. Shelton:  He used B-17 and B-24 planes. They leveled that town; I mean they 
leveled it. It was unbelievable.  
 
Did you watch this? Did you watch them bombard the town? 
 
Mr. Shelton:  Yes. I don’t know what happened to these German soldiers but I actually 
run up on these foxholes with them in there and they had their guns in their hands pointed 
up at a 45 degree angle and they were dead, still sitting there looking. Don’t ask me how 
this happened. I don’t know. I just wonder if all that bombardment; well I can’t believe 
that would have killed them. Somebody would have had to have shot them. I don’t know 
what happened.  
 
What were your impressions of the enemy? Were you impressed with the Germans? 
 
Mr. Shelton:  They were troopers; they were really good. They were tough. There were 
one or two left behind in those little villages. We had one there and he decided he, we 
were already there see, and he decided he was going to hit the road. He started running 
down the road and he got in the ditch and he ran from one side to the other. I can’t 
believe that they were shooting at that boy with everything in the world and they didn’t 
hit him. They looked at me; I had a jeep. They said, “Let’s go get him!” I acted like I 
didn’t hear him. I didn’t want to do that. One of the other boys got the jeep and he yelled, 
“Come on!” So they ran that guy down and they treated him unmercifully. They beat him 
up. He didn’t have a weapon or anything like that. They just beat him up. That’s war.  
 
Did he die? 
 
Mr. Shelton:  No, but they captured him. I don’t know why he ever moved out of that 
town for. All he had to do was wherever he was hidden he should have stayed. I don’t 
understand that. There was one area there that me and my platoon, we were going to be 
captured. So we just got up in the top of those attics of those buildings until they went 
through. Of course really those Germans were as scared as we were. They were lost from 
there battalions. They were trying to get back to them and we had one boy down there 
that was looking over a wall with a B.A.R and he knocked the tank track off and it killed 
the boy that came out of the tank. I’ll never forget that. 
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This was a German tank? 
 
Mr. Shelton:  Yes.  
 
With a B.A.R, he knocked it? 
 
Mr. Shelton:  Yes. They had an 88 gun and I’m not exaggerating at all; their shooting 
range and I don’t know how far it was but it was a long ways. You could hear that gun 
fire and you would have to hit the ground as quick as you could hit it. That was one of 
their biggest and that was really a problem for us. They had ___ on that gun.  
 
I remember the 88’s were a big problem. I heard that our artillery came back and kind of 
tipped the scales in our favor.  
 
Mr. Shelton:  In Bastogne; I don’t know that was another terrible thing. We were 
walking up going through Hoff, Germany, and one of the boys had some kind of, they 
called it Schnapps. 
 
Hoff, Germany, is where? 
 
Mr. Shelton:  It is somewhere between Munich and Nuremburg. If I had that map I could 
tell you. They actually shot that bottle out of that man’s hand. I can’t believe that. They 
had snipers all up in those buildings and there where we were walking to. This is 
something I can’t believe either but it happened. We walked 88 miles in three days 
running them Germans.  
 
Running from them? 
 
Mr. Shelton:  They were running from us. You think you can go 88 miles in three days? 
 
That is a lot of foot work.  
 
Mr. Shelton:  When you were 20 years old and you are 26 now that is a lot of difference 
when you get up there doing what we were doing. 
 
Right.  
 
Mr. Shelton:  You don’t think it is, but it is. We had one guy that was 29 and he just 
couldn’t make it.  
 
Were you on foot? 
 
Mr. Shelton:  Yes.  
 
Were you ever promoted during you time in service? 
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Mr. Shelton:  Yes I went just from PFC to Corporal.  
 
Were you ever wounded in combat? I know you said you were hit on the foot. 
 
Mr. Shelton:  I was hit on the foot and then all my front teeth when I fell when I went up 
that; from D-Day I fell and knocked those teeth out. It was a miracle I just got hit in the 
foot. In Saarbrucken there when I was hauling ammunition back and forth through that 
mud; we got stuck and we were trying to push it out. We never could and I hurt my back 
and it still hurts. But I never got a thing out of it. Not one thing. They didn’t pay much 
attention to you. I was talking to a girl and she is from Louisville where all the checks are 
sent out. I got a letter from her yesterday and she wanted me to try to get something out 
of it. I don’t know. I don’t believe I can. She works up there where they know what is 
going on. Let me get back to what you want to ask me. 
 
I would like to hear more about your experiences with the Battle of the Bulge. 
 
Mr. Shelton:  Well this is the scariest thing we ran into. The one thing they taught us was 
to give name, rank and serial number. That is when they taught us to never leave a 
weapon unless it is destroyed. Some of our artillery guns they looked like they were 
brand new. I couldn’t believe that they just ran off and left them intact. 
 
The Germans did? 
 
Mr. Shelton:  No, the Americans did. I just couldn’t believe that. I’m talking about shiny 
good guns. They just left them there. We didn’t understand that. They were coming in a 
rush and we were heading on. They were supposed to be capable of destroying them guns 
before they left them. But they didn’t do it. Everything from you driving your jeep; it’s 
sleeting and hailing and one time the windshield _____ and stuff hitting you in the face.  
 
I was curious, when was the hottest point of combat that you were involved in?  
 
Mr. Shelton:  I spoke to this friend in Saarbrucken I guess on that river. We were 
working all night long and they had nothing in the world but 16 ½ - 17 foot boats that 
would bring them boys across. I didn’t know they were all dead. It was so dark you 
couldn’t see. I told them to just handle them a little easier and one of the guys looked at 
me and said, “They are all dead.” I thought, “Well I’m sure glad it is dark because I sure 
would hate to send this boy.” He had to be one of them. As far as getting to me that was 
and then going up that cliff in that third wave was rough. Those two instanced there was 
rough. 
 
So you saw 16 of your own men dead? 
 
Mr. Shelton:  Yes. Nobody will ever; they just don’t know how to appreciate their 
freedom. They just take it for granted. I’ve heard it said and I guess you have too that if 
Hitler would have waited another three or four years he might have accomplished this 
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whole world. But we had church on Sunday in combat. I always try to go to church. This 
one particular time they ran off and left us. They took the jeep and everything. Well we 
walked until we got there. I don’t know what the name of this place was but those 
German planes were strafing us and I could see the bullets bouncing off the brick 
buildings. Of course I was down as low as I could get to the ground. This is our church 
that we were walking; three or four of us trying to catch up to our unit. Our boys that 
didn’t go to church that was up there, they had drunk too much Schnapps and they were 
laying different places just asleep out there. I said to myself, “You can get killed if you 
want to.” I’m going to take care of myself because either way, they weren’t concerned. I 
don’t know how you would feel but that is one place I don’t want to get drunk. I never 
got drunk in my life. They got higher than a kite; they were passed out.  
 
Well the tape is going to end here in a second. I just have one last question for you. Now 
that you have seen all that you have seen, not only in combat, but as you have 
experienced life you have seen a lot in your life. What would you say right now 
experiencing all that you have, is really important as a real value for someone like me 
now? That I can get a hold of now and not spend my time spinning my wheels throughout 
life but what would you say the few things that are really important in life are? 
 
(END OF TAPE) 
 
 
 
 
 
 


