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» By DAVID HARRIS
Staff Writer

Tennessee Eta chapter of Sigma Phi Epsilon 
was awarded the Grand Chapter Scholarship 
Cup on Sunday, Feb. 1.

The Grand Chapter Scholarship Cup is 
presented to chapters ranking first in academic 
standings among fraternities on campus for an 
entire academic year.

To receive such an award, a chapter must 
have a GPA above the all-campus average and 
maintain a 3.15 or higher for one semester 
during the academic year. 

Also, the chapter must be in good financial 
standing with the fraternity to receive the 
award. 

TN Eta currently has 51 members. The 
mission of Sig Ep is to build balanced men. 
The fraternity’s mission is to charter a course 
for men to best live their lives by embracing 
their cardinal principles of virtue, diligence and 
brotherly love and committing to the practice 
of sound mind and sound body.

“It’s a great honor for them,” said Stephen 
Dominy, coordinator of Fraternity and Sorority 
Affairs.  “They continue to excel on campus 
and continue to thrive in multiple areas. One 
of the things Sigma Phi Epsilon is known 
for is its relationship with Cystic Fibrosis 
Foundation. One of the things that they are 
doing this year is Rolling Roses, which is an 
upcoming event.” Rolling Roses is a benefit to 
be hosted by Sig Ep on Thursday, March 26, 
benefiting research for cystic fibrosis.

Sig Ep Pres. Brandon Rawls said he is 
proud of his chapter for working diligently 
throughout the academic year and that it is an 
honor to receive the award. TAS 

Octavia reigns Fraternity 
earns GPA 
academic 
award
Sigma Phi Epsilon takes 
home Grand Chapter 
Scholarship 

Student Government Association holds annual blood drive
» By CHRIS COPPEDGE

Staff Writer  

The Student Government Association 
and the American Red Cross held their 
annual blood drive Wednesday, Feb. 11, and 
Thursday, Feb. 12, from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. in 
the MUC ballroom.

“We collect blood for people who are sick 
or have injuries; if they need it, we provide 
it,” said Lisa Maxwell, the supervisor for the 
Red Cross at the event. 

Maxwell has been with the Red Cross for 
eight years.

The blood drive has several steps, 
Maxwell said. First, volunteers read a set of 
materials to ensure they are eligible. Then 
they measure vital signs and ask questions; 
if the answers are appropriate, workers then 
draw the blood.

“I enjoy this work because it helps save 
lives,” Maxwell said. “Events like this help 
raise awareness, and APSU has been very 
helpful and cooperative.”

Tina Porter, a nursing student and public 
relations officer for the Student Nursing 
Association, agreed. 

“People are in accidents every day, and 
the blood we give goes to people who need 
it most to save their lives,” Porter said.

Porter said she thinks there could be 
improvements to the process, though. “I 
think we need to get more people involved 
and get the word out [better],” Porter said.

The Red Cross’s website has a section 
with information on hosting blood                

donation drives. 
The blood drive host needs to offer a 

suitable location, help recruit donors within 
the organization, publicize the drive and 
schedule donors for their appointments, 
according to the website. 

In turn, the Red Cross will help determine 
how many donors to expect and how 
to recruit them, screen donors, collect 
donations, supply equipment and help 
organize the drive. TAS

Winter Storm Octavia closed APSU from Monday, Feb. 16, through Saturday Feb. 21. 
Many enjoyed sledding on Emerald Hill. CHRISTOPHER MALONE | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Inclement weather forces APSU officials to close 
campuses, Clarksville bombarded with snow, ice
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Fiction writer and poet 
Kory Shrum, poet and 
publisher Stephanie Bryant 
Anderson and nonfiction 
writer Heather Donahoe read 
original works for students 
and staff at an alumni reading 
on Wednesday, Feb. 11.

English Professor Barry 
Kitterman, who was in charge 
of the event, said he was 
thrilled to have writers share 
their work and knowledge 
with students and the APSU 
community. 

Kitterman said it makes 
him and the English 
Department proud to hear 
former students have made 
accomplishments with their 
writing.

Shrum read a chapter from 
her first book “Dying for a 
Living.” 

Anderson read 10 poems 
and talked about her 
publishing company Red 
Paint Hill Publishing. 

Last, Donahoe read the 
introduction from her book 
“The Southern Food Truck 
Cookbook.”

Shrum’s advice for those 
who wish to pursue writing is 
to write something every day.

“Some days, you would 
rather pour hot coffee on 
yourself than do so, but sit 
down and write anyway,” 
Shrum said. “No matter how 
hard you think it is, it will 
be so much harder if you let 
those writer muscles atrophy 
and then try to write. Also, 
have fun. If you aren’t having 
fun, it’s almost guaranteed 
your readers won’t have fun 
either.”

R e g a r d i n g  h e r 
accomplishments as a writer, 
Shrum said what she’s done 
so far is only the beginning. 

She is about to publish her 
third book and has several 
projects outside of the 
“Dying” series in the works.

Anderson encouraged 
those who wish to pursue 
writing to read and listen 
to the advice of others and 
not let egos get in the way of 
objectivity. 

She said it is important 
for writers to surround 
themselves with supportive 
people who motivate them.

Anderson said she feels like 

she is coming into her own as 
a writer, specifically as a poet.

“ My  d eb u t  p o e t r y 
collection “Monozygotic 
| Co-dependent” will be 
published by The Blue Hour 
Press in late spring; it is a 
total of about 35 poems,” 
Anderson said. “The poems 
are the telling of my life with 
my twin sister, though not as 
a storyline, rather the effects 
that being the “submissive” 
twin has had on my life as 
an adult. My goal as a poet 
is to continue growing, and 
my accomplishments have 
served to encourage that.”

Donahoe said she is grateful 
for her accomplishments as a 
writer. 

She said writing a book was 
an unexpected opportunity 
for her. 

According to Donahoe, 
her career, including time 
as a newspaper reporter, 
has afforded her remarkable 
experiences.

Donahoe advised those 
who want to pursue writing 
to accept and invite feedback, 
saying there is nearly always 
something useful you can 
take away from it. TAS

Alumni share 
literary work 

» By CHRIS COPPEDGE
Staff Writer

East Tennessee Rep. Jon 
Lundberg is attempting to 
pass a “pass the bottle” bill 
that would overrule the 
current open container law 
and ban passengers in cars 
from drinking alcohol.

In an interview with 
WATE.com, Lundberg points 
out that Tennessee currently 
loses out on up to $12 
million per year in funding 
transportation because 
they currently lack this law. 

“Because we lose that money 
we can’t spend it on building 
roads, fixing bridges. It brings 
back dollars at a time when 
we’re talking about raising 
taxes to pay for the things this 
could do,” he said.

Abdul Alamani from 
Knoxville agrees in the same 
article. “The driver, he might 
be tempted. Might be a bad 
example for the kids and 
what have you,” he observed; 
in fact, the city of Knoxville 
has already passed a law 
banning open containers for 
passengers.

The article points out 
that there would be some 
exceptions to the rule, such 
as allowing passengers in 
commercial transportation 
such as taxis and limos, and 
that if the bill passes, it would 
end up being classified as a 
misdemeanor.

The current law only bans 
drivers from drinking or 
having open containers. 

 According to the TN 
Traffic Safety Office, the law 
is TCA 55-10-416. It defines 

Tennessee re-evaluates 
Open Container Law

CONTINUED ON PAGE 5
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Do not be blind to race
Recognize and respect cultural differences instead of pretending the differences don’t exist

» By MARINA HEAD
Assistant Perspectives Editor

The difference between “colorblindness” and understanding 
other races is just that: understanding. When people ignore 
differences, it is almost as bad as refusing to accept them.

Martin Luther King, Jr., once said, “I have a dream that my 
four little children will one day live in a nation where they will 
not be judged by the color of their skin but by the content of 
their character.”

This is a beautiful sentiment and is still inspiring today. It is 
important to judge a person based on character rather than 
appearance, but does that mean skin color should be ignored 
altogether? Did King really hope Americans would completely 
ignore everything that makes them and their cultures unique?

Colorblindness is an ideology that treats all people equally, 
ignoring culture, race and religion in order to put an end to 
discrimination. This may seem like a brilliant way to end the 
racial problems that plague America today, but in fact, it lends 
its own problems to the mix.

Pretending race does not exist makes racism a forbidden 
topic. When things like racism go untreated, they begin to 
fester until they explode into even bigger problems.

Additionally, when people claim they are free from racism, 
they don’t always understand how deep these issues go, and 
the viewpoint prevents discussion and understanding of the 
topic.

Malcolm Gladwell, author of the novel “Blink: the Power 
of Thinking without Thinking” and writer for The New 

Yorker, said, “All of us, in our unconscious, harbor prejudicial 
thoughts.” 

This is not to say white people are the only ones who have 
racist thoughts or feelings, but it may be that they are the most 
willing to ignore these issues.

While race does not seem important to some Caucasians in 
America, colorblindness may be seen differently by Hispanics 
or African-Americans. Most areas of the U.S. are steeped in 
the culture of Caucasians, so this is an ideal many can get 
behind. Caucasians can pretend color is not an issue because 
their culture is fully represented around them. While other 
cultures are increasingly being represented in the media, the 
white male still has the majority of screen time.

According to Monnica Williams, a licensed clinical 
psychologist and author at Psychology Today, “most 
underrepresented minorities will explain that race does matter, 
as it affects opportunities, perceptions, income and so much 
more.” It isn’t fair to expect minorities to leave their cultures 
behind to assimilate into American society.

On the other hand, an understanding and acceptance of 
the differences between cultures can go a long way toward 
mending the wounds inflicted among the diverse peoples of 
this nation.

Of the two, understanding is definitely the harder path to 
take. Instead of covering your eyes and stubbornly refusing to 
acknowledge that people have differences, you have to open 
them and actually take these differences in. It can be difficult at 
first to learn how to accept people instead of hoping all those 
differences will just go away or smooth out into sameness.

Understanding Race is a website designed to help people 
accept one another. The site features three lenses people can 
look through to reveal “the reality — and unreality — of race,” 
and these are history, science and lived experience.

The history of racism is something many wish would simply 
remain history, but it does affect America today. There is also 
the handy saying, “Those who do not learn from history are 
doomed to repeat it.” By acknowledging what people have 
been through, it is possible to understand what they are going 
through today and therefore easier to communicate.

As for science, Caucasian scientists throughout the ages have 
attempted to skew data to reveal they are the most superior 
race, and many wholeheartedly believed that, but the facts are 
not truly represented in data.

In his article for Time, writer Nicholas Wade said that 
though there is a biological basis for race, racists receive no 
ammunition for racism. “Exploration of the genome has 
shown that all humans, whatever their race, share the same 
set of genes,” Wade said. “The overwhelming verdict of the 
genome is to declare the basic unity of humankind.”

Lived experience means people should try to walk in 
each other’s shoes and see life and stereotypes from another 
person’s point of view. As human beings, we most understand 
the events that affect us rather than what affects other people, 
so this is an important distinction.

Perhaps when King spoke those famous words, he meant for 
people to see that others are different, understand what that 
meant and treat people the way they deserve to be treated in 
the face of it all. TAS

» By SARAH ESKILDSON
Staff Writer

While a quick selfie post to one’s favorite social medium site 
may appear to be a fun and artistic act, the reason behind the 
post may lead to a line of insecurities.

Any given Instagram or Facebook newsfeed is often filled 
with selfie posts 
from various friends. 
Since the rise of 
technology allowed for 
a front camera, almost 
everyone’s camera roll 
will show at least one 
selfie. 

The Pew Research 
Center’s recent study 
confirms 91 percent of 
teenagers have posted 
a photo of themselves 
online. Instagram is 
the selfie heaven, holding over 200 million users on a monthly 
basis. Yet, the question still arises: What is the real motive 
behind taking a photo of oneself?

Many believe those who post multiple selfies are narcissistic. 
When people post pictures of themselves, they are 
often highlighting how attractive they look. Society has 
adopted the belief that, whether it be a cute outfit, great 
makeup or a perfect hairstyle, people have to keep the social 
world informed on their appearance.

“With the growing use of social networks, everyone is more 
concerned with their appearance,” said Jesse Fox, lead author 
of online journal Personality and Individual Differences. Today, 
many young adults have an impulse to snap a photo when they 
are considered beautiful in society’s eyes.

But the problem with the popular selfie phase America is 
going through is the true motive behind the photo. “People 
post selfies to get approval from others, and they post 
them when they need a confidence boost,” said freshman                  

psychology major Ashley Austin. 
People who have low self-esteem are likely to post multiple 

posed and edited photos of themselves because they are more 
dependent on the validation of others.

Those who post selfies to Instagram desire to receive likes 
and comments; that is why young men and women take 
time picking a filter that best highlights their beauty and 

continuously retake photos in various 
poses and angles until they are 
satisfied.

“A secure, mature 
person is going to 
post selfies that are 
s p o n t a n e o u s 
and not overly 
edited, and 
they’re going 
to do [so] 
less often,” 
s a i d 
cl inical 

p s y c h o l o g i s t  L u c i e 
Hemmen.  “A more 
insecure person is going 
to post staged photos, and 
they’re going to do so much 
they become consumed by it 
and the comments they receive.” 

Those who are obsessed with 
other people’s judgement will post 
photos just so the praise boosts their 
confidence for the time being.

Also, posting one or more selfies 
every day is viewed as an annoyance 
to some on social media. “Typically, 
an average selfie post should b e 
once a week; [one should] never d o 
a double-post selfie in a single 
day,” said junior communications         maj or 

Elizabeth Christmas.
When a girl is constantly uploading photos of 

herself, it is seen as self-indulgence. 
David Houghton, lead 

author of a U.K. study 
on selfies, suggested 
uploading numerous 
amounts of selfies 

leads to more shallow 
relationships with social 

media followers. 
Pe ople  b e come 

irritated viewing daily 
edited photos posted 
by the same person. 

Everyday selfies are 
frowned upon, as it suggests the 
poster is only seeking attention.

As the selfie craze continues, it 
will only lead to more insecurities 

and irritation from others. 
In this era, society turns away from 

feeling comfortable in one’s natural 
appearance; instead, a person 

believes the number of likes 
on a photo determines 

beauty.
 Although selfies 

may seem to be 
innocent and 
entertaining, the 

reasons behind 
posting them 
—  w h e t h e r 
they be low self-
esteem or an 

act of narcissism 
— may lead to an       

unhealthy lifestyle. TAS

Selfies: Sharing self-esteem issues 100 pictures at a time

,,

Although selfies may 
seem to be innocent and 
entertaining, the reasons 
behind posting them ... may 
lead to an unhealthy lifestyle.”

CHRISTOPHER MALONE  | 
STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

TAYLOR SLIFKO | ASSISTANT PHOTO EDITOR
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   Date         Time         Crime                     Location
Feb. 6
Feb. 7
Feb. 10
Feb. 10
Feb. 11
Feb. 11
Feb. 11
Feb. 12
Feb. 12
Feb. 12
Feb. 13
Feb. 13
Feb. 18
Feb. 19
Feb. 19
Feb. 19
Feb. 19
Feb. 19

Property Theft
Vandalism
Drug Paraphernalia
Underage Possession
Property Theft
Simple Possession
Drug Paraphernalia
Domestic Assault
Disorderly Conduct
Vandalism
Property Theft
Aggravated Burglary
Criminal Trespass
Possession of Weaon
Drug Paraphernalia
Alcohol Violations
Assault
Simple Possession

12:23 p.m.
1:35 p.m.
10:28 a.m.
10:28 p.m.
9:23 a.m.
9:42 p.m.
9:42 p.m.
8:38 p.m.
8:38 p.m.
8:38 p.m.
12:08 a.m.
7:30 p.m.
6:15 p.m.
12:11 p.m.
12:11 p.m.
12:11 p.m.
12:11 p.m.
12:11 p.m.

Woodward Library
MUC
Castle Heights
Castle Heights
Trahern
Hand Village
Hand Village
Emerald Hills
Emerald Hills
Emerald Hills
Clement
Blount Hall
Castle Heights
Castle Heights
Castle Heights
Castle Heights
Castle Heights
Castle Heights

Campus Crime Log

an open container as “any container 
containing alcoholic beverages or beer, 
the  contents of which are immediately 
capable of being consumed or the seal of 
which has been broken.”

Additionally, it clarifies that “An open 
container is in the possession of the driver 
when it is not in the possession of any 
passenger and is not located in a closed 
glove compartment, trunk or other non-
passenger area of the vehicle.”

This law, therefore, would essentially 
eliminate the section that says, “The 
provisions of this section shall not be 
construed to prohibit any municipality, by 
ordinance, or any county, by resolution, 
from prohibiting the passengers in 
a motor vehicle from consuming or 
possessing an alcoholic beverage or 
beer in an open container during the 
operation of such vehicle by its driver, 
or be construed to limit the penalties 
authorized by law for violation of such an 
ordinance or resolution.”

The TN General Assembly is currently 
convening, so it remains to be seen if 
Lundberg’s bill will pass. TAS

Open Container Law
 CONTINUED FROM PAGE 2

» By SARAH ESKILDSON
Staff Writer

The Student Government Association 
has passed three resolutions since the 
beginning of the semester.

Resolution No. 16, sponsored by Sen. 
Rikki Grecco, passed on Wednesday,         
Jan. 28. 

The resolution will send a formal 
recommendation to the Campus Safety and 
Roads Committee suggesting they paint the 
crosswalk by Archwood’s back entrance. 

Resolution No. 
1 7 ,  s p o n s e r e d 
b y  S e n .  C h a d 
P l u m m e r,  w a s 
p a s s e d  o n 
W e d n e s d a y ,          
Feb. 11.

The resolution 
w i l l  s e n d  a 
formal letter  of 
recommendation 
to  the  C ampu s 
Safety and Roads 
C o m m i t t e e 
suggest ing  the y 
pave the parking lot 
next to Maynard.

Resolution No. 18,  sponsered by 
Sen. Samuel Cupp, was also passed on 
Wednesday, Feb. 11.

The resolution will send a formal letter of 
recommedation to the Campus Safety and 
Roads Committee suggesting that the exit 
from Eighth Street lot onto Ford Street be 
adjusted to be more gradual and smooth.

During the meeting on Wednesday, 
Feb. 11, Pres. Zac Gillman explained The         
Big Event. 

The Big Event is a service project, 
sponsored by SGA, that will be held 
Saturday, March 21, promoting campus 
and community unity. 

Their goal is to accommodate 600 
volunteers in showing gratitude for local 
residents who support students in their 
college careers.

SGA discussed sexual assault training. 
Every school in Tennessee Board of 

Regents will test a 
design module, in 
hopes that it will be 
implemented in the 
new curriculum in 
fall 2015. 

At  APSU,  f ive 
groups are testing 
the module out , 
i n c l u d i n g  S G A , 
p e e r  m e n t o r s , 
t h e  A t h l e t i c 
D e p a r t m e n t , 
resident assistants 
and resident hall 
directors. 

Also ,  Dean of 
Students Gregory Singleton reported that 
SGA is asked to be the voice of student 
nominations and to nominate a faculty 
member for the Distinguished Professor 
Award. 

Nominations will be held at the next 
SGA meeting on Wednesday, Feb. 25 in 
MUC 303. TAS

SGA continues 
productive semester

SGA passes 3 resolutions, plans Big 
Event, discusses sexual assault training
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APSU’s snow week
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Though many chose to stay indoors as Winter Storm Octavia hit Clarksville, numerous APSU 
students and community members took to the snowy landscape for some cold-weather fun. 
Emerald Hill was a popular sledding spot, though at least one student was hurt on the way down 
the hill, later requiring medical assistance. CHRISTOPHER MALONE | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER



» ASSOCIATED PRESS

HARLAN — The cold might not 
bother Disney’s Queen Elsa, but 

it’s wreaking enough havoc 
in Kentucky that a police 

department announced a joke 
warrant for the popular “Frozen” 

character’s arrest.
Police in the small, rural town of Harlan 

posted a Facebook message Wednesday, Feb. 18, 
about Elsa.
They wrote: “Suspect is a blonde female last seen 

wearing a long blue dress and is known to burst into 
song ‘Let it Go!’ As you can see by the weather, she is 

very dangerous.”
Police soon posted another message, telling residents that all 

kidding aside, they should take the weather seriously and be careful.

Winter Storm Octavia dropped more than a foot of snow in parts 
of Kentucky. Bitterly cold temperatures moved in Wednesday, Feb. 
18, and remained for several days. TAS

4  Octavia www.theallstate.orgWednesday, Feb. 25, 2015

» By COURTNEY DIGGS
    Staff Writer

With winter being rough these past few years in 
Clarksville, the government should incorporate better 
methods of keeping roads snow-free.

Mother nature can be somewhat predictable. 
With today’s advancements in forecasting, 

meteorologists can often provide rough estimates to 
the weather. As much as everyone prepares, however, 
are there precautions our city could follow to further 
ensure the safety of its people and prevent mass 
closings of schools and local businesses?

Missing a week of school, while relaxing, is disruptive 
to classes and productivity. 

Missing one day of class as a 
college student is the equivalent 
of missing about a week’s worth 
of high school classes. 

This puts a huge strain on 
students and teachers who have 
challenging courses.

Similar to professors, high 
school, middle and elementary 
school teachers are only allotted 
so much time to teach certain 
things before they must move on 
with other lessons. 

With so few “snow days” programmed into their 
schedules, teachers and students fall behind. 

The accumulation of snow and ice only complicates 
these struggles.

Laws should be put into place if schools or businesses 
plan on opening during hazardous conditions. 

These laws should prevent businesses from opening 
without proper snow clearance in their parking lots 
and sidewalks. 

Businesses should also warn customers about the 
dangers of slipping on ice and give proper guidance for 
people driving through rough parking lots. 

Additionally, back roads should be cleared to help 

those who are stranded get to their destinations safely.
Parking lots that are iced over and vehicles that are 

stuck or have slid off the road can be taken care of with 
earlier prevention plans. 

These plans include salting all roads before the snow 
falls — not just main roads — sending shovel trucks 
out on patrols throughout the snow storm and having 
designated scrapers come to schools and businesses as 
soon as possible to clear parking lots and sidewalks. 

These things can help prevent ice accumulation that 
occurs over time and allow these places to operate 
safely and smoothly.

In addition to these early prevention exercises, 
Clarksville residents need to know basic safety 
procedures that help sticky situations. 

Weather forecasters and 
police officers often tell the 
public to stay in doors and 
not drive unless it’s absolutely 
necessary. 

When driving in any 
hazardous weather conditions, 
go slowly, put on caution lights 
and be alert.

There are several websites that 
teach proper driving techniques 
for snow and ice. Exchange.aaa.
com gives great advice, such as: 

» By CANDICE SNOW
    Assistant Features Editor

As APSU announced campus would be closed Monday, 
Feb. 16, to Saturday, Feb. 21 due to hazardous conditions, 
many students relished the break from classes and other 
activities. But while some spent the weeklong break 
building snowmen, orchestrating snowball fights and 
sledding on everything from trashcan lids to inflatable 
inner tubes, many students enrolled in specialized majors 
like nursing, pre-med and pre-dentistry were less than 
pleased to have missed a week of classes.

Junior nursing student Lauren Forbes said she feels 
academic pressure returning to campus after such an 
extended break. As a nursing student, Forbes is required 
to attend clinicals at local hospitals twice a week for about 
eight hours a day. 

“We are assigned a patient and we take their vital signs, 
give medicine and file paperwork, and we always try help 
other nurses out with bathing patients or anything else,” 
Forbes said. “We have to research all the medicine we will 
be giving patents the night before clinical.”

Although the missed lectures were recorded and posted 
online, nursing students must also find the time to make 
up missed clinical hours. “When I come back, I have a test 
on Monday, a test on Friday, and a test [the] next Monday, 
and I’ll only have a week to learn the material,” Forbes said. 
“So [the break] definitely puts me behind.”

While APSU resumed normal operations Monday, Feb. 
23, many students and professors are still left playing 
catch-up. TAS

» By ELENA SPRADLIN
    Staff Writer

APSU canceled all classes and activities from Monday, 
Feb. 16, through Saturday, Feb. 21, giving students time 
to study, sleep – or in freshman English major Romero 
Clements’ case – game. 

Clements and a group of friends hosted several game 
nights in Harvill Hall’s lobby area study room to play board 
games and socialize because “Apparently, people get very 
social when they’re snowed in,” Clements said.

Clements said he and his friends took part in a marathon 
game of Cyclades, a game that combines elements of the 
games Risk and Civilization, that lasted from midnight         
to 4 a.m. When Clements and three others began playing, 
they each had one piece of territory. The ultimate goal of 
the game was to build two metropolises. In order to build 
the two metropolises, the players had to spend money on 
prayers to a set of gods. However, unknown to Clements, 
he chose the wrong mat setting, causing the players to 
stonewall each other at every point. 

Additionally, one of the players splurged all his money 
on wiping out the other players just because he could. 
He didn’t think he would be able to win following his 
spending spree, but “he did … two hours later,” Clements 
said. The crew also took part in games of Monopoly, Bang 
and what Clements said was a “particularly fun session” of 
Dungeons and Dragons. 

The downsides of APSU being closed, according to 
Clements, were the food facilities closing early and 
the increased amounts of trash building up around                   
Harvill Hall. TAS

Kentucky police issue 
warrant for ‘Frozen’ queen

,,

Suspect is a blonde female last seen 
... [singing] ‘Let it Go!’”
— Harlan City Police Department

Harvill residents 
game through 
Snowpocalypse 

Break hinders 
some students

,,

Apparently, people get very 
social when they’re snowed in.”
— Romero Clements, freshman English major

Clarksville should better 
prepare for winter weather

,,

With so few ‘snow days’ 
programmed into their 
schedules, teachers and 
students fall behind.”

JOHNATHAN YOUNGBLOOD | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
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T-DOT can also connect you with officers in your 
area in case of a minor emergency, though 911 is still 
recommended. Just remember to take all precautions 
and drive safely. TAS

The Tennessee Department of Transportation website 
lists safety tips, roadside assistance and emergency 
numbers for any type of accident that occurs in any 
weather. 

“Always look and steer in the direction you want to go 
and keep your tank at least half full to prevent your 
gas lines from freezing up. Driving in rough weather 
conditions is scary, but city transportation departments 
are aware and there to help.”
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EVENTS

» ASSOCIATED PRESS

LOS ANGELES — The long take of “Birdman” 
has stretched all the way to the Academy Awards, 
where the jazzy, surreal comedy about an actor 
fleeing his superhero past took Hollywood’s top 
honor in a ceremony punctuated by passionate pleas 
for equality.

On a stormy night in Hollywood, the 87th annual 
Academy Awards — which came in humbled 
by backlash to its all-white acting nominees — 
bristled with politics and heartfelt speeches about 
women’s rights, immigration, suicide prevention, 
governmental surveillance and race.

In a battle of B-movies, the Oscars awarded 
“Birdman” best picture, opting for a movie that 
epitomizes Hollywood — showy, ego-mad, 
desperate for artistic credibility — over one 
(“Boyhood”) that prized naturalism and patience. 
“Birdman (or The Unexpected Virtue of Ignorance)” 
also won best director for Mexican filmmaker 
Alejandro Gonzalez Inarritu, best original screenplay 
and best cinematography.

“Maybe next year the government will inflict 
immigration restrictions,” Innaritu said, recalling last 
year’s best director winner, Alfonso Cuaron. “Two 
Mexicans in a row. That’s suspicious, I guess.”

Inarritu, a larger-than-life figure of frizzy hair 
regularly wrapped in a scarf, concluded the 
night’s many moving speeches that called for 
societal progress. Inarritu said he prays his native 
country finds “a government we deserve” and 
that immigrants to the U.S. “can be treated with 
the same dignity and the respect of the ones who 
came before and [built] this incredible immigrant 
nation.”

The ceremony at the Dolby Theatre, hosted by 
Tony Award veteran Neil Patrick Harris, was heavy 
on song-and-dance to near-Grammy levels. Lady 
Gaga lavishly performed “The Hills Are Alive” from 
“The Sound of Music” with a rapt Julie Andrews 
looking on.

“I’m going to go have a drink,” Lady Gaga said, in 
tears backstage after performing a song medley from 
“The Sound of Music.”

The awards overwhelmingly went to less-seen 
independent films and were widely spread around. 
All eight of the best-picture nominees won awards, 
including Eddie Redmayne for best actor for his 
technically nuanced performance as Stephen 
Hawking in “The Theory of Everything.”

“Please know this: that I am fully aware that I am 
a lucky, lucky man,” said the young British actor. 
“This belongs to all of the people around the world 
battling ALS.”

All of Sunday’s big winners were first-timers, 
including best actress winner Julianne Moore, who 
won for her performance as an academic with early 
onset Alzheimer’s in “Still Alice.”

“I read an article that said winning an Oscar could 
lead to living five years longer,” Moore said. “If that’s 

true, I’d really like to thank the Academy because my 
husband is younger than me.”

Harris gave the Academy Awards a cheery tone 
that sought to celebrate Hollywood, while also slyly 
parodying it. He began the night: “Tonight we honor 
Hollywood’s best and whitest — I mean brightest.”

Though Richard Linklater’s 12-years-in-making 
“Boyhood” was the critical favorite for much of 
awards season, it won only best supporting actress 
for Patricia Arquette.

“To every woman who gave birth, to every 
taxpayer and citizen of this nation,” Arquette said. 
“We have fought for everybody else’s equal rights. 
It’s our time to have wage equality once for all. And 
equal rights for women in the United States of 
America.”

Cheers erupted throughout the Dolby, perhaps 
the loudest coming from a fellow supporting-actress 
nominee Arquette bested: Meryl Streep. “Made my 
night,” Streep told Arquette backstage.

Tears streamed down the face of David Oyelowo, 
who played Martin Luther King, Jr. in “Selma” and 

was infamously left out of the best actor nominees, 
during the rousing performance of the song “Glory” 
from the film. Immediately afterward, Common and 
John Legend accepted the best song Oscar with a 
speech that drew a standing ovation.

“We say that ‘Selma’ is now, because the struggle 
for justice is right now,” Legend said. “We know 
the voting rights act they fought for 50 years ago is 
being compromised right now in this country today. 
We know that right now the struggle for freedom 
and justices where we live in the most incarcerated 
country in the world.”

Graham Moore also moved the star-studded 
audience, accepting best adapted screenplay for his 
“The Imitation Game” script about Alan Turing, 
who was chemically castrated for being homosexual. 
Moore said when he was 16 years old, he tried to kill 
himself, and urged others to never lose faith: “Stay 
weird. Stay different.”

Wes Anderson’s “The Grand Budapest Hotel,” a 
European caper released back in March, tied for the 
most Oscars with “Birdman.” The academy awarded 
Anderson’s latest confection with more awards 
(production design, score, costume design and 

makeup and styling) than any previous film by the 
director.

Best supporting actor went to J.K. Simmons, 
a career character actor widely acclaimed for 
one of his biggest parts: a drill sergeant of a jazz 
instructor in the indie “Whiplash.” Simmons fittingly 
accepted his supporting acting Oscar with some 
straightforward advice, urging: “Call your mom. Call 
your dad.”

Most of the awards went as expected, though 
Disney’s “Big Hero 6” pulled off an upset in the best 
animated feature category, besting DreamWorks’ 
favored “How to Train Your Dragon 2.”

The Mexican cinematographer Emmanuel 
“Chivo” Lubezki became the first to win best 
cinematography twice in a row. After last year 
winning for the lengthy shots of the space adventure 
“Gravity,” he won for the stretched out takes of 
“Birdman.” Recalling Inarritu’s plans to shoot it as if 
in one shot, Lubezki said he responded: “It sounds 
like a nightmare.”

The black-and-white Polish film “Ida” took best 
foreign language film, marking the first such win 
for Poland despite a rich cinema history. Director 
Pawel Pawlikowski charmed the audience with a 
bemused acceptance speech that ran drastically over 
his allotted time.

Pawlikowski remarked at the irony of having made 
a quiet, ruminative film, “and here we are at the 
epicenter of noise and attention. It’s fantastic. Life is 
full of surprises.”

Several of this year’s biggest box-office hit 
nominees — Clint Eastwood’s Iraq war drama 
“American Sniper” and Christopher Nolan’s sci-fi 
epic “Interstellar” — had to settle for single wins in 
technical categories. “Interstellar” won for visual 
effects, while “American Sniper” — far and away the 
most widely seen of the best-picture nominees — 
took the best sound editing award.

The Edward Snowden documentary “Citizenfour,” 
in which Laura Poitras captured Snowden in 
the midst of leaking National Security Agency 
documents, won best documentary.

“The disclosures that Edward Snowden reveals 
don’t only expose a threat to our privacy, but to our 
democracy itself,” Poitras said, accepting the Oscar. 
“When the most important decisions being made 
affecting all of us are made in secret, we lose our 
ability to check the powers that control.”

Hollywood’s studios have increasingly focused 
on mounting global blockbusters, the Oscars have 
become largely the providence of smaller indies. 
In the night’s opening routine, Jack Black, playing 
villain to the chipper Harris, lamented Hollywood 
releases “opening with lots of zeroes, all we get is 
superheroes.”

“Birdman” was thus a fitting winner: a meta-
movie about an actor (Michael Keaton) reconciling 
himself to his superhero fame. Backstage, co-writer 
Nicholas Giacobone warned: “Birdman 4” will open 
next summer. TAS

Oscars 
go indie

Lesser-known films, politically charged speeches 
characterize the 2015 Academy Awards 

Lady Gaga performed at the Oscars on Sunday, Feb. 22, 
at the Dolby Theatre in Los Angeles. AP IMAGES
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The awards 
overwhelmingly went to 
less-seen independent 
films and were widely 
spread around.”
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A tale of two leaders: 
A. Phillip Randolph, Harriet Jacobs change history
» By ELENA SPRADLIN

Staff Writer

Important figures in Black History extend beyond the 
borders of Martin Luther King, Jr. and Harriet Tubman, yet 
these seem to be some of the only familiar names to many. 

Unless one takes time to study Black History for him- or 
herself, one may never know the amazing contributions of 
Harriet Jacobs and A. Philip Randolph.

Harriet Jacobs was born a slave in North Carolina in 1813 
but died a free woman, having aided in the freedom of her 
children and brother in 1897. She wrote an autobiography, 
“Incidents in the Life of a Slave Girl,” which gives a firsthand 
account of what she describes as “The degradation, the 
wrongs, the vices that grow out of slavery.”

It wasn’t until Jacobs was 11 and her mother and mother’s 
mister — whom Jacobs had been sent to work for — died that 
she was sold to James Norcom. Then, the struggles began. 
Norcom made sexual advances on Jacobs, and although 
Jacobs consistently refused him, Norcom’s wife grew jealous 
and cold toward Jacobs. She wrote in “Incidents,” “My master 
was, to my knowledge, the father of 11 slaves. But did the 
mothers dare to tell who was the father of their children? Did 
the other slaves dare to allude to it, except in whispers among 
themselves? No indeed? They knew too well the terrible 
consequences.”

When Jacobs was 16, she met and became involved with 
Samuel Tredwell Sawyer, an unmarried white lawyer. They 
had a son and a daughter together, and Jacobs lived with them 
at her grandmother’s house. 

Norcom continued to pursue Jacobs. She rejected him still, 
and he banished her and her children to live and work for his 
son on his plantation. 

Jacobs knew if she were to go missing, Norcom would have 
to allow her children to stay with her grandmother, so she 
lived hidden away in a nine-by-seven garret for seven years, 
able to watch and hear her children grow up but not speak 
with them.

Meanwhile, Tredwell purchased Jacobs and their children 
with the promise that he would free them and made 

arrangements for their daughter to live with a family in New 
York. Shortly before their daughter left, Jacobs revealed 
herself to both of her children and swore them to secrecy, 
then managed to escape to New York herself, where she was 
eventually reunited with her children and brother.

Unionizer and civil rights leader A. Philip Randolph (1889-
1979) began his career in public service by cofounding an 
employment agency in Harlem called the Brotherhood in 

Labor. By the time he retired from the public eye, he had been 
awarded the Presidential Medal of Freedom by Lyndon B. 
Johnson and had founded the A. Philip Randolph Institute.

Randolph was a lifelong supporter of equal rights, as his 
parents were devoted to the equal treatment of African-

Americans. He moved to Harlem after graduating from 
the Cookman Institute, one of the first higher education 
institutions for blacks. It was there Randolph met Chandler 
Owen, a Columbia law student who shared Randolph’s values 
and with whom Randolph later cofounded the Brotherhood 
in Labor and political magazine The Messenger, both aimed 
at organizing black workers.

After two unsuccessful runs for public office in New York 
on the Socialist party ticket, Randolph turned his attention 
back on union organizations for Blacks. He founded and 
presided over the Brotherhood of Sleeping Car Porters, which 
went on to be the first African-American union recognized by 
the American Federation of Labor.

Randolph’s next target was discrimination in the war 
industry, where discrimination often prevented African- 
Americans from working. He organized a march on 
Washington, D.C., which went on until Pres. Franklin 
D. Roosevelt made an executive order that banned 
discrimination in the factories and set up the first Fair 
Employment Practices Committee. 

Randolph later organized the League for Nonviolent Civil 
Disobedience Against Military Segregation, which caused 
Pres. Harry S. Truman to executively ban segregation in       
the military.

He went on to successfully organize several major 
campaigns in the Civil Rights Movement, including a prayer 
pilgrimage to Washington, D.C., and the first Youth March 
for Integrated Schools. President John F. Kennedy met with 
him and only a few others in the movement after Randolph 
shared the stage with King’s “I Have a Dream” speech, and 
the following year, Pres. Lyndon B. Johnson awarded him the 
Presidential Medal of Freedom.

Randolph founded the A. Philip Randolph Institute, but 
primarily stayed out of the public eye until he died in 1979.

Some upcoming Black History Month events include the 
LGBTQ Black Film Series from 4:30 p.m. to 6 p.m. from 
Wednesday, Feb. 18, to Friday, Feb. 20 and the Miesha Arnold 
Art Display Reception on Friday, Feb. 26, from 5 p.m. to 7 
p.m., all presented at the Wilbur N. Daniel African-American 
Cultural Center. TAS

,,

My master was, to my 
knowledge, the father 
of 11 slaves. But did the 
mothers dare to tell who 
was the father of their 
children? Did the other 
slaves dare to allude to it, 
except in whispers among 
themselves? No indeed? 
They knew too well the 
terrible consequences.”
— Harriet Jacobs, escaped slave

ZuZu African Acrobats perform at Foy

The ZuZu African Acrobats performed at the Foy Fitness Center at 5 p.m. on Monday, Feb. 23. The group 
has previously performed on “America’s Got Talent!” CHRISTOPHER MALONE | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
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» By PRESTON BOSTAIN
Staff Writer

 The NBA trade deadline was upon 
franchises at 2 p.m. Thursday, Feb. 19. Some 
moves, however, had already happened 
before the shuffling of players at the 
deadline.

One of the biggest trades was the deal that 
sent Kevin Garnett back to the Minnesota 
Timberwolves who drafted him 20 years 
ago out of high school. In exchange, the 
Timberwolves traded forward Thaddeus 
Young to the Brooklyn Nets. 

Many wonder why this trade happened: 
The Timberwolves had a good forward 
in Young but seemingly want the veteran 
experience Garnett can provide.

Another major move was the Phoenix 
Suns dealing guard Goran “Dragon” Dragic 
and his brother Zoran to the Miami Heat in 
a three-team trade. Dragic has an average 
of 16.1 points per game and 33.4 minutes 
played per game. Dragic was the starting 
shooting guard for the Suns but said of the 
Suns’ front office staff, “I don’t trust them 
anymore. I don’t feel comfortable with the 
situation.”

To acquire Dragic, the Heat had to give up 
a little. Miami sent forwards Danny Granger 
and John Salmons and first-round picks in 
2017 and 2019. 

The New Orleans Pelicans were the third 
team in the mix, receiving guard Norris 

Cole, center Justin Hamilton and forward 
Shawne Williams, whom they later received 
on waivers.

But the Suns weren’t done making moves 
after trading one of their best players. 

Phoenix also traded one of their top point 
guards, Isaiah Thomas, to the Boston Celtics 
for guard Marcus Thornton and a 2016 first-
round pick.

Other notable moves that happened 
across the NBA during the trade deadline 
include:

1. Portland Trail Blazers received forwards 
Arron Afflalo and Alonzo Gee from the 
Denver Nuggets. The Nuggets received 
guard Will Barton and forwards Victor 
Claver and Thomas Robinson along with a 
2016 first-round pick.

2. In a three-team deal, the Detroit 
Pistons received guard Reggie Jackson, the 
Oklahoma City Thunder received center 
Enes Kanter and guard D.J. Augustin and 
forwards Kyle Singler and Steve Novak, 
and the Utah Jazz received forward Grant 
Jerrett, center Kendrick Perkins, draft rights 
to forward Tibor Pleiss, a 2017 second-
round pick and a future first-round pick.

3. In a three-team deal, the Phoenix 
Suns acquired guards Brandon Knight 
and Kendall Marshall, the Milwaukee 
Bucks received guards Michael-Carter 
Williams and Tyler Ennis and forward Miles 
Plumlee, and the 76ers received a 2015                             
first-round pick. TAS

NBA trade deadline 
makes waves after 
multiple deals

AP IMAGES
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» By GLAVINE DAY
Staff Writer

The APSU Lady Govs basketball team had 
two losses over the weekend, making their 
record 8-19 overall and 6-9 in Ohio Valley 
Conference play.

The Lady Govs’ first loss came in their 
Senior Day game against Southeastern 
Illinois University Edwardsville 77-62. 

Senior Kristen Stainback scored 17 points 
during her final appearance at the Dunn 
Center.

The Lady Govs only shot 40 percent, 
sinking 26 of 64 of shots attempted and only  
making three of 16 three-pointers. They did, 
however, shoot over 50 percent from the 
free-throw line, making seven of 12, while 
freshman Brianne Alexander was seven for  
seven on her free throws.

However, this fell short to SIUE’s shooting 
percentage of 49 percent from the field. SIUE 
made 30 of 61 shots attempted and 45.5 
percent on three-pointers and 75 percent 
from the free-throw line, sinking 12 of 16 
shots.

The second loss was given to APSU in a 
nail-biter against OVC rival Murray State 
University 67-72. Junior Tiasha Gray scored 
36 points in a full 40 minutes in her final 
game at MSU this season. Closest behind her 

was junior Jennifer Nwokocha, who scored 
13 points. 

The Lady Govs improved most of their 
shooting percentages from the last game.

APSU shot 35 percent from the field, 
making 24 of 68 attempted shots, improved 
their three-point shooting to 43 percent, 
sinking nine of 21 attempted three-pointers, 
and improved their free throw percentage to 
62 percent, making 10 of 16. The Lady Racers 
were under in all percentages except for free 
throws.

MSU shot 90.5 percent from the free-
throw line, making 19 of 21.

Despite these two losses against OVC 
competitors, the Lady Govs still have a 
chance at getting into the OVC Tournament.

They have two options: A win Saturday, 
Feb. 28, against the Southeast Missouri Lady 
Redhawks, or the Eastern Kentucky Lady 
Colonels losing one of their final three games 
against Jacksonville State at home, Belmont 
University away and Tennessee Tech at home 
again.

The Lady Govs pulled out a victory 70-62 
the last time they played SEMO. EKU is 4-10 
in OVC play and has previously lost to BU 
and JSU. They were able to defeat TTU away 
93-92 in double overtime.

The game against SEMO will be in Cape 
Girardeau, Mo. at 4:30 p.m. TAS

» By MANNY BELL
Staff Writer

APSU went on the road to play Murray State University in 
men’s basketball Saturday, Feb. 23, losing to the Racers 54-89. 

APSU is currently tied for last place in the OVC with 
a record of 2-11 and are officially eliminated from the             
OVC Tournament.

The Govs were behind throughout the entire game, and it 
showed in the final score. APSU’s leading scorer was Khalil 
Davis with 12 points, but the Govs shot 18 percent overall 
from three-point range, which was their lowest percentage of 
the year.

Murray State remained undefeated in conference play, and 
they look strong going into the final games of the year. The 
leading scorer in this big win for the Racers was Cameron 
Payne with 22 points on the night. Payne missed his first five 
shots but then went 5-6.

The real story of this game was APSU’s shooting from the 
field. The Govs got some good looks in the first half, but they 
would not fall. The Racers shot 48 percent from the field and 
50 percent from the three-point line, proving to be more than 
the Govs could handle. TAS

Lady Govs look to stay in contention

Govs eliminated
from OVC Tournament

FILE PHOTO

Left: Center Beth Rates 
goes up for a layup 
amidst defenders. Right: 
Guard Kristen Stainback 
elevates after a live ball.  
CHRISTOPHER MALONE | 
STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
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