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Rex Gandy named provost
» By CANDICE SNOW

Assistant Features Editor

President Alisa White 
announced on Tuesday, Feb. 
24, that Rex Gandy would 
serve as APSU’s new provost 
effective June 1. 

The provost is responsible 
for all things academic, 
and in the instance that the 
president is unavailable, the 
provost is required to fill in as 
the acting president. Gandy 
was selected from a pool of 
four candidates including 
Dwight Watson, Joseph 
Bessie and Paul Starkey.

Gandy earned B.S. and 
M.S. degrees in physics from 
the University of Memphis 
and a Ph.D. in Physics from 
the University of Texas at 
Austin. 

He has held positions at 
the Massachusetts Institute 
of Technology, Auburn 
University, the University 

of Idaho, the University of 
Southern Mississippi and 
Texas A&M University-
Kingsville.

Gandy initially decided to 
apply for the provost position 
due to “the fine reputation 
of APSU for academic 
excellence.” 

“I am excited to be joining 
the APSU family,” Gandy 
said. “During my interview, 
I was impressed with the 
quality of the faculty, staff 
and students.” 

When asked what he 
would like to focus on in 
the future, Gandy said, “I 
think enrollment growth 
and improvement in student 
success will be two important 
areas of emphasis.”

Gandy will follow 
Jaime Taylor, who has 
served as interim provost 
and vice president for 
Academic Affairs for the                      
past two years. TAS

» By DAVID HARRIS
Staff Writer  

After three years, the Fiji 
colony of Phi Gamma Delta 
will become a chapter at 
APSU.

Fiji will become a chapter 
in late April. For the past 
three years, they have been 
recognized as a colony, 
meaning they were not fully 
recognized as a chapter by 
their orgnization. To become 
a chapter, the colony had to 
meet the requirements and 
expectations to gain such 
recognition.

According to Stephen 
Dominy, coordinator of 
Fraternity and Sorority 
Affairs, the 30 members of 
Fiji have worked hard to get 
where they are.

“It has been my mission 
to ensure the success of all 
chapters,” Dominy said. “This 
makes me proud to see these 
men accomplish something 
they have worked so hard to 
achieve. I could not be more 
proud of them.”

Phi Gamma Delta’s mission 
is to develop men 

of character within the 
academic setting, with the 
aim that they will become 
fully contributing members of 
society. 

With its mission are its five 
core values: brotherhood, 
knowledge, service, morality 
and excellence

They are committed to 
provide oppurtunities for 
each brother to develop 
responsibility, leadership, 
scholarship and social skills.

Fiji President Joshua 
Fernandez said he is amazed 
one of the largest goals in his 
entire college career, to have 
Fiji recognized as a Greek 
chapter, is coming to pass. TAS

Fiji to become  
official chapter 

The All State ranks 4th in South
» By SEAN MCCULLY

Assistant News Editor  

The All State won eight 
awards at the Southeastern 
Journalism Conference 
held at Georgia State 
University in Atlanta, Ga, 
from Thursday, Feb. 26, to 
Saturday, Feb. 28.

In the Best of the South 
competition, which is judged 
by industry professionals 
over the course of the 
four months preceding 
the conference, The All 
State took home three 
awards. The All State as a 
whole placed No. 4 in the 
Best College Newspaper 
category, which is judged 
against more than 30 
schools in the Southeast. 

In individual awards, 
Assistant Photo Editor 
Taylor Slifko ranked 
No. 10 in the Best Press 
Photographer category and 
Assistant News Editor Sean 
McCully ranked No. 2 in the 
Best Multimedia Journalist 
category.

The All State was also 
entered into various onsite 
competitions on GSU’s 
campus ranging from News 
Photography to Sports 
Writing, taking home five 

total awards.
Multimedia Editor 

Katelyn Clark placed 
No. 3 in the Page Layout 
competition, Features Editor 
Lauren Cottle placed No. 
2 in the News Writing 

competition, Staff Writer 
Megan Endsley placed No. 
2 in the News Photography 
competition, and Slifko 
received an Honorable 
Mention in the Sports 
Photography competition.

The All State as a whole 
placed No. 3 in Onsite 
competitions.

The Southeastern 
Journalism Conference 

Gandy fills full-time slot
last held by Taylor

Members of The All State won five onsite competiton awards on Saturday, Feb. 28 at the 
Southeastern Journalism Conference in Atlanta, Ga. CONTRIBUTED PHOTO

TAYLOR SLIFKO | ASSISTANT PHOTO EDITOR

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2
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   Date         Time         Crime                     Location

Feb. 21
Feb. 21
Feb. 19
Feb. 19
Feb. 19

Underage Possession
Drug Paraphernalia
Alcohol Violations
Drug Paraphernalia
Assault

11:09 p.m.
11:09 p.m.
12:11 p.m.
12:11 p.m.
12:11 p.m.

Meacham Apartments
Meacham Apartments
Castle Heights
Castle Heights
Castle Heights

Campus Crime Log

« HOSTED 49 businesses  
« 214 students attended 
« $4,800 funded by  
  E^3 Activity Grant

» By AMBER MCWHORTER
    Guest Writer

APSU hosted the first 
Govs Connection Internship 
and Networking Fair on 
Wednesday Feb. 25, from 1 to 
4 p.m. in the MUC Ballroom. 

It was coordinated by 
the APSU Alumni Affairs 
and Career Services and 
partially funded through the 
university’s E^3 Initiative.

Many students were excited 
about networking with future 
employers in their own 
community.

There were opportunities 
for every major and 
department at APSU, 
from communications to 
psychology.

Rylan Kean, special events 
coordinator with APSU 
Alumni Affairs, said they 
were expecting 48 businesses, 

including Enterprise, Trane 
and Kroger. 

They were also expecting 
around 200 students.

Amanda Walker, director of 
Student Affairs, said the board 
decided to collaborate and 
host a large event rather than 
the smaller events hosted by 
each department. Ultimately, 
49 businesses and 214 
students attended the event.

This event allowed students 
to interact and connect with 
representatives from local 
companies and expand their 
knowledge of the internships 
and opportunities available to 
them while being supported 
by the community.

“We worked on increasing 
professional dress,” Walker 
said. 

The event allowed students 
to become more prepared 
for internship interviews by 

learning how to dress, how to 
speak with the representatives 
for each company and 
what to expect during their 
internships.

“I was looking for 
something towards corporate, 
management, or PR,” Whitney 
Davis, a junior broadcast 
media major said. “Anything 
to broaden my studies in 
broadcast media.”

Rashael Nelson, a freshman 
English major, said she was 
looking for “something in 
marketing. I’m interested 
in SacerandSavive and                
No Egrets.”

Walker thanked the 
Alumni Association, Career 
Services, staff and students for 
participating in the event and 
making it a success. 

Walker also thanked 
Enterprise, who sponsored the 
event alongside APSU. TAS

APSU hosts internship fair

» By SARAH ESKILDSON
   Staff Writer

During the Student Government 
Association meeting on Wednesday, Feb. 25, 
Austin Page was sworn in as senator for the 
college of business. 

Chief Justice Will Roberts reported that 
SGA election applications for president, vice-
president, secretary or senate positions will be 
open from Monday, March 2, to Wednesday 

March 25. Chief justice and tribunal 
applications will be open until Thursday, 
April 9. 

As the voice of student nominations for 
the Distinguished Professor Award, SGA 
nominated Matthew Kenney, Carrie Brennan 
and Nell Rayburn. Advocating for the 
nomination, Sen. Ankit Patel said, “Kenney 
really gets to know his students.”

SGA announced that, after the four-month 
process beginning in October 2014, Rex 

Gandy was appointed the new provost and 
vice-president of Academic Affairs. Gandy 
will start Monday, June 1.

Dean of Students Gregory Singleton noted 
that the committee for Mr. and Madame 
Governor consists of one faculty member, 
one staff member and three SGA members. 
Sens. Samuel Cupp, Blaine Gundersen and 
Laken Bowlin will serve on the commitee. 
The deadline to apply was Monday, Mar. 
2. The applicant must have graduated in 

December 2014 or plan to graduate in May or 
August 2015.  

President Zac Gillman further discussed 
The Big Event, a service project sponsored 
by SGA, will be held Saturday, March 21. 
Registration will be from 7-8:30 a.m. at the 
Foy Center. SGA will provide breakfast, 
lunch, T-shirts and a DJ for the volunteers. 
With over 500 volunteers and 30 sites, 
Gillman said, “It’s awesome seeing the 
numbers grow.” TAS

SGA nominates Matthew Kenney for Distinguished Professor Award  

SEJC
 CONTINUED FROM FRONT

is a conference held each year since 1987 
at different universities throughout the 
Southeast. Twenty four universities from 
Mississippi, Arkansas, Louisiana, Florida, 

Alabama, Georgia and Tennessee had applied 
for conference membership by June 1986 
before the first Southeastern Journalism 
Conference, held at the University of 
Alabama from Feb. 19, to Feb. 21, in 1987.

APSU and The All State aim to continue 
the standard of excellence set by their 
predecessors when they host the Southeastern                                           
Journalism Conference in 2016. TAS

“Governor Peay X,” pictured right, won the Mascot Challenge 
against “The Gov,” pictured left.

FILE PHOTO

‘Governor Peay X’ voted 
winner over ‘The Gov’, 
remains APSU mascot
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» By COURTNEY DIGGS
Staff Writer

One of the biggest struggles women still face in 
today’s society is adversity in the workplace.

To be a feminist is not just to be a stereotype, but  
to follow a way of life and have a strong belief that 
women and men should have complete equality. 

Women have fought for years to attain the 
same rights as men when it comes to equal wage, 
promotions and 
benefits through their 
jobs. It is disgraceful 
for two people with 
the same knowledge 
and capabilities who 
perform at the same 
level to be unequal 
based on gender.

G e n d e r 
discrimination in the 
workplace occurs 
in many different 
forms. Women are 
often stereotyped as 
the weaker beings. 
Men make excuses 
a b o u t  w o m e n ; 
Such as, women 
are too emotional because of their cycles, women 
receive “better” benefits because by law they’re 
granted maternity leave or women could never be 
as qualified as men. All these statements stem from 
fear that women can succeed over men. It is time 
for women to make the stand and abolish wage 
discrimination.

The American Association of University Women’s 
website offers powerful statistics concerning wage 
gaps among genders, and race of genders. AAUW 
also gives state-by-state information on which states 
have the largest pay gap between men and women. 

Backed by the U.S. Census Bureau in September 
2014, Tennessee has the 12th lowest pay gap out of 
the states. Women have a median salary that is 83 
percent of the median salary of a man with the exact 
same experience. 

According to AAUW, “Median earnings for men 
in Tennessee were $41,493 compared to women’s 
median earnings of $34,301.” 

The Equal Pay Act was passed in 1963 to prevent 
wage discrimination. More than 50 years since the 
passing of this law, it seems counterproductive that 
wages continually fluctuate when it was passed so 
long ago. A change needs to be made. Women and 
men deserve equality. 

APSU President Alisa White expressed her 
feelings toward wage discrimination. “I cannot think 
of any situation in which an employee’s salary should 
be based on his or her gender,” White said.

Regardless of positions male or females 
hold, if they are equally qualified, wage should                                
be  equal.

Being a woman in our society means that there 
are many prejudices to face, but women also have 
many voices to advocate for them. The 21st century 
has been the time when woman have come together 
to improve what many women did before us. Those 
who fought from the 1840s to present have shaped 
and brought women far from the extreme inequality 
they faced. 

Women, such as Barbara Walters, Oprah Winfrey 
and Hilary Clinton, who hold high positions in 

male-driven environments 
have struggled, but 
also flourished in their 
careers. These women 
demand equal pay and 
have even surpassed 
their male counterparts 
in some aspects of their 
careers. 

Actress and Academy 
Award Winner Patricia 
Arquette’s acceptance 
speech at the 2015 
Oscars ceremony made 
many feminists jump for 
joy. “To every woman 
who gave birth, to every 
taxpayer and citizen 

of this nation, we have 
fought for everybody else’s equal rights. Its our time 
to have wage equality once and for all and equal 
rights for women in the United States of America,” 
said Arquette. Hilary Clinton supported Arquette 
saying to Time,  “I think we all cheered at Arquette’s 
speech at the Oscars, because she’s right: Its time to 
have wage equality.” With voices like this, women 
will surely gain the equality they deserve sooner 
rather than later. 

Not only does the women’s rights cause have 
female supporters, but also males. Barack Obama, 
a supporter of equal pay, made the Lilly Ledbetter 
Fair Pay Restoration Act a law in 2009. The law 
allows women to file lawsuit against employers for 
up to six months after receiving an unfair paycheck. 
“Too often women can’t access the information they 
need to fight the pay discrimination,” Obama said. 
“Women can’t wait for equal pay. And I won’t stop 
fighting to address this inequality.” 

Women need the backing of fellow males to 
support the cause. Without male involvement the 
problem will exist indefinitely. “I believe that if a 
man and a woman have the same position they 
should both should be paid equally despite their 
gender,” said senior broadcasting major Mickey 
Tyler Springer.

Male and female feminists need to band together 
and fight for one another. Research and awareness 
are the weapons all feminists can carry in their 
arsenal to become better activists. 

Choosing to stand for wage equality helps women 
all over the world. This is the time to stand up and 
demand equal payment in the workplace.  TAS 

‘It’s our time to have wage equality’

Group projects prepare students for the workforce
» By SARAH ESKILDSON

Staff Wrier

Many classes have incorporated group projects in the 
curriculum because of the beneficial effects on students. 

Group projects in school will lead to better success for an 
individual in the long run. 

Cooperative student work has both pros and cons. Many 
students find it aggravating to work with individuals who do 
not put in the equal amount of work. However, the positive 
effects of group assignments outweigh the bad, as it will lead to 
a more significant impact in the future.

When a teacher places a small group of students together 
and assigns an activity, it challenges students to explore 
different perspectives. 

A person who never seeks views from their peers will be 
one-sided and will miss opportunities to broaden his or her 
thinking. 

Group projects provide a new way of thinking for individuals 
as they take in their classmates’ opinions on a certain matter. 

When each person generates a personal idea, they grow 
off one another, and eventually the group is able to reach 
a common goal that will be most affective in achieving the 
activity.

Benefitting from different perspectives, many students find 
asking their peers to explain the material to be more helpful 

“Having the people [who are] going through the same 
class explain the material makes it easier to understand,” said 
freshman chemistry major Erica Flemming. 

Sometimes the way in which a professor lectures is difficult 

to comprehend, but when a person hears another student’s 
opinion, it can strengthen their comprehension as it is often 
defined in simpler terms.

Group projects force students to engage with each other and 
improve social skills, as well. 

All members of the group must collaborate in a discussion 
to accomplish the final task. For example, for shy people, 
talking to others is a great fear, but when made a part of a team 
they are able to work through their nerves and begin to expand 
their social skills. 

Being able to immerse in conversation is highly            
important in society. 

The more opportunities these students have to improve  
their social skills, the more successful he or she will be in         
the future. 

 However, most importantly, group projects prepare 
scholars, both elementary and collegiate, for future                                   
working environments. 

“Working in teams is a common part of the business 
environment and may be an approach companies take to 
certain tasks, responsibilities or special projects,” said public 
relations professor Lynda Belcher in Chron. 

As a person enters the workforce, he or she is surrounded 
by different individuals and will need to collaborate with 
coworkers to provide the most success for the business. 

Teamwork is something that should be implemented early 
in a child’s education, as it will further be developed in the 
working environment.  

The main argument against group projects in the classroom 
rises as every group tends to have an individual who does not 
provide any help, better known as the ‘slacker’. 

Teachers are well aware of the problem that occurs when 
certain pupils do not work to the needs of the group and 
have searched for ways to appropriately grade the student’s 
individual investment in the assigned project. 

Many educators now require each student to fill out an 
evaluation of other pupils’ performances in the group. 

The mention of group projects agitates some students who 
would rather work independently.

 However, with an adequate grading system, group projects  
help equip young scholars for great achievements as they 
continue to prepare for their future goals in life. TAS

,,

To be a feminist is not just 
to be a stereotype, but to 
follow a way of life and have 
a strong belief that women 
and men should have 
complete equality.”

Women deserve equal pay in the workplace if equally qualified 
,,

As a person enters the 
workforce, he or she is 
surrounded by different 
individuals and will need to 
collaborate with coworkers 
to provide the most 
success for the business. “

AP IMAGES
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EVENTS

» By MARINA HEAD
Assistant Perspectives Editor

Faculty, staff and students of APSU attended the 
performance of Orchid Ensemble and experienced 
a unique blend of world cultures in music on 
Friday, Feb. 27. 

The Orchid Ensemble is a group that has been 
performing together for 18 years, blending various 
styles of music, both modern and traditional, to 
create a distinct and award-winning sound. Their 
release “Road to Kashgar” was nominated for a 
Juno Award in the Best World Music category. 

 “It takes a special generosity of spirit 
to support these unique events,” said Ann 
Silverberg, professor of music, music history and 
ethnomusicology. 

 Senior computer science major Anthony 
Shawyer said he enjoyed the show.

“I definitely wouldn’t mind hearing more from 
them,” Shawver said. “I like their style.”

The three performers, Lan Tung, Haiqong 
Deng and Jonathan Bernard, are all well-traveled 
veterans of the performance arts. 

Tung, the leader of the group, arranged some of 
the Orchid Ensemble’s music and performed using 
her voice and an erhu.

“[The ehru is] commonly known as the Chinese 
violin,” Tung said. “It has two strings and originally 
came from central Asia. The erhu came to China 
about 1,000 years ago.”

Bernard performed on several percussion 
instruments. 

“The main instrument is the marimba, which 
is part of the family of keyboard percussion 
instruments,” Bernard said. “It has a lovely, warm, 
rich base.”

Deng used an instrument called a zheng, 
which is a plucked half-tube wood zither with 
movable bridges, over which a number of strings                
are stretched. 

Between each performance, Deng had to tune the 
zheng, which allowed for the other two performers 
to tell the story behind each piece. 

“It’s really interesting to see the worldly aspect,” 
said freshman music education major Rachel 
Baker. “I’ve studied world music and Chinese music 
before, and it’s really nice to experience it in person,”        
Baker said.

The Orchid Ensemble had 10 songs in their 
repertoire that night, and each had a rich history. 
“Tune of Mulberry” was a song of longing, in 
which a woman wished for her husband’s return 
from the frontier, and it originated in the Chinese                

Tang Dynasty. 
On the other hand, “Ya Ribon” is a contemporary 

tribute to the melding of cultures that took place 
when Persian Jews who traveled on the Silk Road 
settled in China during the 10th century. 

When asked how the Orchid Ensemble got 
together, Bernard said, “Just naturally in the 
environment of Vancouver … We were hired by 
a Korean kayagum player to play … several times 
in ‘96 and ‘97.” A kayagum is similar to the zheng 
instrument. The Orchid Ensemble spent five days 
on campus as Acuff Chairs of Excellence, talking to 
and teaching students, ending their visit with the 
Friday performance. 

“Yeah, we love it here; good people, good 
department, good feeling among the students,” 
Bernard said. “It’s too cold, though.”

As for a place to perform, Lan Tung enjoyed the 
location. 

“[The George and Sharon Mabry Concert Hall] is 
a great hall,” Tung said. “Sound is very good in here. 
Whenever we can perform without microphones 
with natural acoustics, that is always the best.”

Four years ago, Orchid Ensemble had their first 
performance at APSU. 

“I’d be happy to come back here anytime,”         
Bernard said. TAS

Orchid Ensemble brings unique sound

In review: ‘Moving Stories’ 9th 
Annual Spring Dance Concert
» By ANDREW WADOVICK

Staff Writer

Having two younger sisters meant I was always 
going to dance recitals in some capacity when 
I was younger, so I am not entirely foreign to 
watching people dance onstage. However, The 
Ninth Annual Spring Dance Concert “Moving 
Stories” presented an opportunity to watch every 
performance with an equal level of objectivity, 
rather than only paying attention to the one or 
two dances I really cared about.

“Moving Stories” was originally supposed to be 
performed from Wednesday, Feb. 18 to Sunday, 
Feb. 22. However, Clarksville was pelted with 
snow and ice, shutting down the school for days 
and forcing the performances to be rescheduled 
to the weekend of Friday, Feb. 27, to Sunday, 
March 1.

The director of “Moving Stories,” Margaret 
Rennerfeldt, said the delay was “so disappointing.” 
She remarked on the enormous time investment, 
saying the process had begun in October.

“The dancers cleared their schedules for the 
whole week,” Rennerfeldt said. “And then it got 
canceled, and they had to clear off another part 
of the week, as well. By the time Thursday was 
canceled, we knew the weekend was shot.”

She said the purpose of “Moving Stories” 
was, as expected, about the stories the dances 
presented.

The Trahern Theater isn’t particularly spacious, 

but it felt cozy with the occasional bustle of 
activity and conversation subdued by the catchy 
radio music playing in the background before the 
show began. The show consisted of six separate 
performances. 

While waiting for the show to begin, I was 
pleasantly surprised to see President Alisa White 
sitting in the front row. Though I wasn’t able to 
get her opinion on the show itself, it showed the 
level of support this show received, especially 
with all the snow and ice from the previous 
week.

The first performance was entitled “Plumes 
and Toxins.” I liked the overall atmosphere of 
the dance. The movements were quite fluid and 
natural, each one bending into the next. There 
was a time when all I saw was shoulder-shaking, 
and though I wasn’t entirely sure what it was 
supposed to contribute to the rest of the piece, it 
didn’t detract from the rest of the experience.  It 
was a good opening act.

“Yield Redux,” however, was when I knew 
I would enjoy the show. The main dancer 
walked onto the stage carrying a large, and 
disappointingly fake, chocolate cake that caught 
my attention immediately. 

It was fitting that the first few words of the song 
were “Temptation.” The way the main dancer 
conveyed the distress of having to sit next to this 
gorgeous cake without being able to eat it was 
impressive, having the other dancers try to take 
it away from her. I was also impressed with the 

solemnity of the moment when the cake was 
replaced with a bottle of whiskey and the defeated 
expression in her face when she walked offstage, 
the bottle in hand. Overall, it was a fantastic 
performance.

The next piece was called “A Beastly Lullaby,” and, 
being a sucker for “Monsters, Inc,” I was entertained 
by the power show the monsters displayed when 
they crawled out from under the girl’s bed. Once 
again, the music selection fit the mood, creating a 
creepy vibe with a strong, rough beat.

Halfway through the dance, the girl woke with a 
start, and the mood violently shifted in reverse. The 
background lit up with stars over calm piano music, 
causing the dancers to shift into more flowing 
routines.  

Having the hideous-looking monsters moving 
so elegantly was slightly odd at first, but after a 
while, I stopped noticing the masks and rugged 
appearances. They blended into the fold as regular 
dancers like the little girl. The realization of that 
change was powerful. It was one of my favorites.

The fourth performance, “Quad,” started as 
the perfect representation of my high school’s 
graduation. Untucked shirts, loosened ties, and an 
upbeat music track all set this tone of freedom with 
which quickly began to resonate with me. It was 
powerful and uplifting when the mood crashed.   
The four dancers fell to the floor, the music froze  
and an entirely different mood set in. A series of 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 6

The Orchid Ensemble performed at the George and Sharon Mabry Concert Hall in the Music and Mass Communication Building Friday, Feb. 27. 
CHRISTOPHER MALONE | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Wednesday, 
March 4

WNDAACC/
SCS Free 
Lunch and 
Conversations,
11:30 a.m. to 
1 p.m.,
CL 120

Unity Speaker: 
“What Would 
You Do?” 
with John 
Quiñones,
4 to 4:30 p.m.,
MUC 213

Monday,
March 9 - 
Friday, March 
13

Spring Break; 
No classes

Monday, 
March 16

Alphi Phi 
Alpha Week

Tuesday, 
March 17

ANTSC 
Study Skills 
Workshop,
9 to 10 a.m.,
MUC 112

FSA iBelieve 
Program,
5 to 6 p.m.,
MUC 303

Wednesday, 
March 18

Fraternity 
and Sorority 
Affairs Greek 
Letters Day

MSC/VSC Vet 
Successful 
Workshop,
11 a.m. to 
noon,
MUC 120

Friday,
March 20

ANTSC Family 
Movie Night,
6 to 8 p.m.,
MUC 103B

To submit on- or off-
campus events for 
future Community 
Calendars, email 
allstatefeatures@

apsu.edu.
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slow, solemn solos illustrated the individual 
suffering of each dancer. There was a falling 
out, some kind of hardship, and each one was 
trying to deal with the issue on her own, but 
fell back down after a while, unable to move 
on.

One of the dancers started picking the 
others back up, and the original upbeat 
music came back. The routine was slightly 
different, but when the others fell again, the 
music didn’t stop. 

One by one, each dancer helped the 
others back to their feet, helping each other 
stay afloat. It was a story of rough turns and 
friendship and was incredibly moving. I 
enjoyed every second of it.

“Crazy” was the fifth dance, performed 
by Rennerfeldt, which started out like 
a romantic scene on a beach, complete 
with the sound of the wind and a young 
couple huddling close to each other. As 
Rennerfeldt began her routine, I noticed 
that her arms weren’t moving and the man 
hadn’t even budged from his position on 
the bench. Halfway through, her routine 
involved turning around the bench so the 
man faced the audience, and I suddenly 
realized he was actually a mannequin and 
Rennerfeldt was wearing a straightjacket.

I couldn’t stop laughing. The story was 
about her character being in a mental 
hospital and in love with this fake man. Her 

movements were erratic and somewhat 
violent and unusual, completing the image 
of insanity as calm music continued to play. 
It was hysterical, which made it one of my 
favorite performances of the night.

The sixth and final performance, 
“Brandenburg in Blanc,” was a traditional 
fónte piece, with white leotards and the 
classical piano music to go along with it. 

The movements of the dancers was the 
usual, expected kind of sweeping motions 
and twirling, as well as repeated running on 
and off stage. 

The piece probably should have been 
somewhere in the middle of the show. It 
just didn’t feel strong enough to fit as the 
ending piece of the night. Something like 
“Quad” might have worked better in this 
regard, with its upbeat nature.

Regardless, I liked the piece as a whole, 
though its placement might have been a 
factor in my opinion.

Overall, I was extremely impressed with 
the incredible diversity of the dances. 

Not a single one felt like a mirror 
of another piece, and each presented 
a completely different and unique 
perspective. 

From the incredible fun of the insane 
asylum to the solemn breaks in “Quad” to 
the traditional style of “Brandenburg in 
Blanc,” each dance brought something new 
and exciting to the table, and I loved every 
bit of it. Despite all the snow and ice and 
cold, these dancers stuck it out and found a 
way to perform in spite of that. TAS
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Student Life and Engagement 
welcomes 2 newcomers

» By LYRIC MAXWELL
Guest Writer

“Le Passé,” meaning “The Past,” is an 
Iranian film that was recently showcased 
as part of the 2015 Francophone Film 
Festival at APSU. 

French Professor Christophe Konkobo, 
along with his colleage Karen Sorenson, 
brought the festival to APSU.

 The hope for the festival is to 
“internationalize or globalize the campus,” 
according to Sorenson. 

The 2015 Francophone Festival is a 
combined six French-language films from 
all over the world, including Iran, Israel, 
Palestine, Chad, Cambodia and France.

A number of people attended the 
viewing of the film. 

“[The festival] gives our students and the 
city of Clarksville an opportunity to watch 
and discuss award-winning films made 
by directors from various geographical 
and cultural backgrounds whose different 
visions of the world are bound together by 
the French language,” Konkobo said.

Colter Angel, a senior foreign language 
major, is the student director of the festival. 
Angel manages the day-to-day operations, 

such as advertising. 
Angel grew up in Italy to Spanish-

speaking parents and became interested in 
French because he traveled frequently for 
sports. 

“I think the film is great,” Angel said. 
“Anytime a foreign film gets positive 

attention from different areas, it is a step in 
the right direction.”

The Festival will be showcasing different 
films from Wednesday, Feb. 25, through 
Wednesday, March 25, in the Clement 
auditorium and MUC room 307, all 
starting at 5 p.m. TAS

,,

Anytime a foreign film 
gets positive attention, 
it is a step in the right 
direction.”
— Colter Angel, senior foreign 
 language major

‘Le Passé’ begins 
Francophone Film Festival

» By ELENA SPRADLIN
Staff Writer

Student Life and Engagement recently added two 
newcomers to their department, Ty Jesinoski and Josh 
Gianitsis, who now serve as coordinator of Programs and 
Special Events and coordinator for Leadership and Student 
Organizations, respectively. 

Jesinoski began working for APSU in June 2014 
immediately after he received his Master’s degree in 
Leadership in Student Affairs at the University of St. Thomas 
in Minnesota. Likewise, Gianitsis was hired last November 
after completing his Master’s in College Student Personnel 
from the University of Tennessee at Knoxville while also 
working with their Sports Club. Gianitsis said he also “spent a 
lot of time climbing and leading students through our 5-story 
high-ropes course.”

As coordinator of Programs and Special Events, Jesinoski is 
the primary over seer of events such as MTV2’s “Wild n’ Out” 
comedians coming to campus, Family Weekend and Juicy 
J’s performance during Homecoming. He says these have 
all been successes, and although some Govs Programming 
Council programs here and there have had low attendance, 
his experience at APSU has been great so far. 

His goal, he says, is to provide students with more quality 
programs over quantity. As “a way to move on with this idea 
is to not do programs just to do programs,” Jesinoski said. 
“We have to be intentional in our programs. Just because 

a program has happened in the past, doesn’t mean it has           
to happen.” 

Some events the GPC has lined up for the remainder of the 
spring semester include a magician/mind reader coming to 
campus, an Open Mic Night, #ThrowbackThursday Outdoor 
Movie (“Space Jam”) and an end-of-semester Let’s Glow Peay 
Dance Party. 

“We are in the process of planning fall 2015 with bigger and 
better events for students on campus,” Jesinoski said. “One 
program we plan on bringing in September is Bubble Soccer, 
a huge craze around college campuses right now ... Google it.” 
In his spare time, Jesinoski enjoys country music, attending 
small concerts in Nashville and training for his first half-
marathon coming up in April.

Gianitsis is APSU’s first coordinator for Leadership and 
Student Organizations. He worked in the Student Life offices 
at two other universities previously, which he says were 
“institutions that were very different from APSU, and from 
each other, and [I] love that I can try to incorporate those past 
experiences into what I am offering here.” 

Like Jesinoski, Gianitsis has a heavy hand in getting students 
involved with on-campus activities, but his role is more 
specified to individual students rather than organizing events 
for students to attend, although he does that as well. Gianitsis 
creates new leadership programs for students, student 
organizations and student leaders and works extensively with 
organization leaders to make their organizations and events 
more successful. Like Jesinoski, Gianitsis said the biggest 
challenge he has faced is reaching out to APSU’s commuter 
and nontraditional student populations, but so far he has 
received an E^3 Activities Grant to fund the new Leadership 
Film Series. One upcoming event in his department is an 
etiquette lunch coming up in late March, which aims to teach 
students how to stay professional during a business lunch. 

Both Jesinoski and Gianitsis came into their line of work 
because of how their undergraduate experiences shaped them 
and have interest in providing students with the same kind of 
opportunities they had. More information on the GPC can 
be found on wwww.apsu.edu/student-life/gpc. Information 
on Student Life and Engagement can be found on www.
apsu.edu/sle. Jesinoski and Gianitsis can also be found in the 
Student Life and Engagement Office in MUC room 211. TAS

Josh Gianitsis (left) and Ty Jesinoski (right) sit in the Student Life and Engagement office in 
MUC 211. CHRISTOPHER MALONE | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

,,
Just because a program has 
happened in the past, doesn’t 
mean it has to happen.”
— Ty Jesinoski, Student Life and Engagement coordinator 
of programs and special events
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Rose falls to knee injuries again
» By MANNY BELL

Staff Writer

Derrick Rose has had an interesting career 
so far, to say the least. He has gone from 
winning the MVP award to now questioning 
his future in the NBA. Rose was the MVP 
during the 2010-11 season, and everything 
was looking fine until the playoffs arrived. 

Rose tore his ACL in the first series and 

missed the entire 2011-12 season because 
of it. When the 2013-14 season came along, 
Derrick was planning on coming back strong 
and showing people he was still the same 
Rose. He only played a handful of games 
before tearing his meniscus, missing the rest 
of that season.

Last summer, Rose competed with the 
Olympic team to try to get back in shape 
for the NBA season. His progress was slow, 
but Rose came along well. Throughout 
this season, Rose showed signs that he was 
returning to his old form, and the Chicago 

Bulls were doing well. But last week, the Bulls 
announced Rose tore the same meniscus 
again. This was devastating news for him 
and Bulls fans across the country. Unlike 
last time, the doctors decided to take out the 
meniscus instead of trying to fix it. This is the 
same procedure Dwayne Wade went through 
in college. 

The recovery time is only three to six 
weeks, but many are still concerned about 
Rose’s long-term health.

I believe Rose can come back and play at 
an all-star level if he changes a few things 

about his game. He needs to work on his 
jump shot and keep his turnovers to a 
minimum. With these improvements and his 
capable teammates, Rose could have a long 
and successful career, barring more injuries.

The Bulls also have a decision to make in 
two years. 

They have to decide if they are going to 
keep Rose long-term or try to find another 
point guard once his contract ends. 

Only time will tell if Rose is going to be a 
lifetime Bull, and at this point, anyone’s guess 
is as good as mine. TAS

Tennis
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Dimitar Ristoviski (3-6, 6-3, 6-2), senior Aleksas Tverijonas 
(6-1, 6-0) and sophomore Aaron Jumonville (6-3, 6-2) came 
out with three victories for three points. 

The bottom three APSU players senior Iago Seffrin (6-3, 
6-1), sophomore Manual Montenegro (6-3, 5-7, 6-3) and 
freshman Oleg Drobysh (no. 6, 7-5, 6-2) all fell to their 
opponents. Montenegro’s loss clinched the match for the Blue 
Raiders.

During doubles play, Seffrin/Ristoviski dropped a close 
match 8-6, while Jumonville/Tverijonas lost theirs 8-2. 
Drobysh/Montenegro were tied 8-8, but the set remained 
unfinished.

The Govs will play against Kennesaw State on Saturday, 
March 7, at 2 p.m. TAS

SHELBY WATSON | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
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Finishing the season 10-
19 and 7-9 in the Ohio 
Valley Conference, the 
Lady Govs secured the 
No. 7 seed in the OVC 
tournament and will 
play Southern Illinois 
University Edwardsville 
Wednesday, March 
4, in the first round.             
FILE PHOTO

Govs baseball 
bounces back 
after losses

APSU tennis nets mixed results

» By PRESTON BOSTAIN
Staff Writer

 As the weather got a little warmer, so did Govs baseball. 
The team was on a two-game win streak heading into the 
weekend against the Broncos of Western Michigan. APSU 
(4-2) and WMU (3-3) held a three-game series this weekend 
at Raymond C. Hand Park. 

The Governors’ two-game streak was snapped at the hands 
of the Broncos Saturday, Feb. 28, when they lost 3-9. APSU 
scored first in the second inning with Garrett Copeland’s 
single up the middle bringing Alex Robles home. 

Both teams scored in the third inning, with the Govs still 
up by one run. 

In the fifth inning, the Broncos scored off a home run 
from Kurt Hoekstra. Western Michigan then scored five 
runs in the sixth inning, giving the Broncos a 7-2 lead. 
The Broncos took the momentum pulled out a 9-3 victory 
against the Govs.

The later game on Saturday also went WMU’s way, as the 
Govs lost 12-8. 

APSU’s Zach Hall pitched a rough four innings in which 
the Broncos scored nine runs. The Govs secured their first 
run in the sixth inning from a double by Ridge Smith that 
allowed Cayce Bredlau to score. 

The Govs then scored three runs in the seventh, one run 
in the eighth and three runs in the ninth inning, but the 
comeback by the Governors just wasn’t enough to hold off 
the Broncos, who scored one run in the sixth, seventh and 
eighth innings.

APSU came out with a win after two losses to Western 
Michigan, beating them Sunday, March 1, 6-1. Caleb Powell 
improved to 2-0 pitching for the Govs on the season after 
winning Sunday’s game. 

The game was scoreless until the bottom of the fifth, 
when APSU batted in two runs. The next inning, Western 
Michigan scored one run, their only score of the game.

APSU and Western Michigan both improved to 5-4 on the 
season. 

The Govs’ next match-up will be at Western Kentucky 
University, Wednesday, March 4, and the next home game 
with be a make-up from Wednesday, Feb. 25, on Tuesday, 
March 10, against Southern Illinois University. TAS

» By GLAVINE DAY
Staff Writer

Women’s tennis:

The APSU Lady Govs (1-7) ended their seven-game 
losing streak against the Lindsey Wilson College Blue 
Raiders to win the match 4-3 on Saturday, Feb. 28. In 
singles play, the top three APSU players senior Ornella 
Di Salvo (6-4, 6-1), sophomore Hannah Tatlock (6-0, 6-3) 
and senior Vanessa Tavares (7-5, 6-4) were all able to take 
victories against their opponents. The bottom three players 
freshman Brittney Covington (6-2, 1-6, 6-4), sophomore 
Isabela Jovanic (6-1, 7-5) and senior Jovana Karac (9-7) 
lost to their opponents.

During doubles play, the top two teams Di Salvo/Tavares 
(9-8) and Tatlock/Karac (8-2) pulled out two wins against 
their Lady Raiders opponents, while Covington/Jovanovic 
(8-5) lost to their opponents.

The Lady Govs play at Kennesaw State on Saturday, 
March, 7, at 2 p.m.

Men’s tennis:

The Governors (4-3) faced Lindsey Wilson College Blue 
Raiders at home Saturday, Feb. 28, where they fell short 
4-3. 

In singles play, the top three APSU players senior 

Lady Govs grab 
No. 7 seed in OVC

SHELBY WATSON | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
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