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» By SEAN MCCULLY
   Assistant News Editor

On Friday, March 13, President Alisa White 
announced that Athletics Director Derek van 
der Merwe will take the role of vice president of 
Advancement, Communications and Strategic 
Initiatives, effective Wednesday, April 1.

Van der Merwe served as deputy athletics 
director at Central Michigan University from 
1997 to 2013, when he took the position of 
athletics director at APSU. The vice presidency 
was left vacant by Brian Johnson’s departure 
for the presidency of Tuskegee University for 
the 2014-15 academic year. Van der Merwe has 
served as APSU Athletics director since June 2013, 
following APSU current head basketball Coach 
Dave Loos’ resignation as Athletics Director in 
April 2013.

“I have served in athletics for more than 18 

years because of my passion for higher education 
and a responsibility to train and prepare students 
for life,” van der Merwe said. “This passion 
will continue as I serve the entire faculty, staff, 
students, alumni and supporters of the university 
from my new role.”

Van der Merwe’s appointment comes soon 
after the naming of Rex Gandy as the new provost 
and vice president for Academic Affairs. “Van 
der Merwe’s first priority will be to initiate the 
university strategic planning process, which was 
deferred until a new provost and vice president 
for Academic Affairs was named,” President 
Alisa White said in an email announcing van der 
Merwe’s assumption of the position.

APSU will conduct a nationwide search 
for a new athletics director, with Assistant 
Athletics Director and Senior Women 
Administrator Cheryl Holt serving as interim                        
athletics director in the meantime. TAS

Van der Merwe
promoted

Van der Merwe steps down from 
athletic director position to take 
on new role

Peay’s Got   
Talent 

» By CANDICE SNOW
Assistant Features Editor  

On Tuesday, March 3, 
students gathered in the 
Clement Auditorium to 
cheer for their favorite 
acts in Peay’s Got Talent, 
hosted by Alpha Phi 
Alpha Fraternity and 
Spoken Peayce. Acts 
ranged from slam poetry 
to breakdancing, but 
it was an original song 
composed by Elizabeth 
Patterson that won over 
both the crowd and the 
judges panel.

“It feels pretty great 
[to win],” Patterson said. 
“I saw there was a talent 
show on campus, so I 
signed up because they’re 
fun. I’ve never won a 
talent show before.”

Patterson’s winning 
performance was her 
song “Fight for My 
Right,” which highlights 
struggles facing the 
LGBT community. “I 
created this song because 
I feel like there is a lack of 
caring and compassion 
in people nowadays, 
and when it comes 
to equality, everyone 
deserves it.” When 
asked how she plans 
on spending the $100 
first-place prize money, 
Patterson said, “I think 
[my girlfriend and I] are 
going on Spring Break 
now.”

All 19 acts in the 
talent show were scored 
by a panel composed 
of students and staff. 
Each act was given 

a score from 1 to 10 
based on preparation, 
stage presence, quality, 
appearance and overall 
entertainment value.

“We received some 

really great reviews from 
the show, so this will 
definitely become an 
annual event,” said Tau 
Phi Chapter President 
Andrew Montgomery. 
“Everything went 
smoothly as far as 
logistics, but we will 
definitely try to get the 
Clement [Auditorium] to 
full capacity next year.”

Spoken Peayce — 
an emerging APSU 
organization that 
helps connect students 
through a shared love 
of poetry — also had a 
hand in organizing the 
show. Members of the 
organization presented 
their poetry throughout 
the night, with Spoken 
Peayce member Kayla 
Suttles winning second 
place in the competition.

“I thought this would 
be a great opportunity to 
help another organization 
get its feet off of the 
ground,” Montgomery 
said. “It was a pleasure 
to work with them, and 
I wish them the best 
of luck. It was a warm 
feeling knowing we 
were able to get talents 
from various people and 
student organizations 
on campus. This was an 
amazing event, and we 
look forward to working 
with Spoken Peayce in 
the near future.” TAS

APSU professor 
cleared of domestic 
assault charge
» By SEAN MCCULLY
   Assistant News Editor

College of Education Professor 
Thomas Buttery has been cleared of the 
single charge of domestic assault from 
Friday, Jan. 23.

Buttery was arrested Friday, Jan. 23, 
by Clarksville Police Officer Thomas 
Biele. He was cleared of the charges 
during his trial on Tuesday, Feb. 24.

Buttery was refunded his $500 bond 
and his record was expunged of the 
domestic assault charge. TAS
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... I feel like 
there is a lack 
of caring and 
compassion 
in people 
nowadays, 
and when 
it comes 
to equality, 
everyone 
deserves it. “
— Elizabeth Patterson, 
Peay’s Got Talent winner

Alpha Phi Alpha and Spoken Peayce fill 
Clement Auditorium with talent show
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Date        Time        Crime                        Location
March 12
March 5
March 5
March 2

Vandalism
Burglary
Drug Paraphernalia
Simple Possession

11:22 a.m.
1:53 p.m.
1:04 a.m.
1:57 a.m.

Campus Crime Log

Funeral home offers flag retirement with veteran cremation
» ASSOCIATED PRESS

A Middle Tennessee funeral home 
has begun offering to retire old flags with 
veterans who are cremated.

The Leaf-Chronicle reports Sykes 
Funeral Home in Clarksville is the first in 
Middle Tennessee to offer the Veterans 
Funeral Care Flag Retirement Program.

Owner Stewart Sykes said the decision 
to offer the service was easy to make. 
He said the business is located near the 
sprawling Fort Campbell Army post on the 
Tennessee-Kentucky line where more than 
30,000 soldiers and civilians are based.

“Fort Campbell is our next-door 
neighbor, and this is another way we 
can serve the post and demonstrate 

our commitment to veterans’ needs,”         
Sykes said.

He started offering the program after 
an employee told him about it, and he 
contacted the man who started it: Veterans 
Funeral Care owner Jim Rudolph Jr. in 
Tampa, Fla.

Rudolph, whose father was a paratrooper 
in World War II, said veterans’ needs 
are important to him and he’s been 
overwhelmed at the responses he has 
gotten since starting the program more 
than a decade ago.

“I know about the strict rules for 
disposing of a U.S. flag,” Rudolph said. “The 
flag must be burned, not tossed into the 
kitchen garbage can. I also know that many 
veterans are opting to be cremated rather 

than buried in a cemetery, even a veteran’s 
cemetery.

“It occurred to me that by placing a 
U.S. flag over the body of a veteran to be 
cremated, it would be a final tribute to 
both the veteran and the flag. To me, it 
is the final patriotic duty of the flag to be 
cremated with a veteran.”

Sykes said there is no extra charge for 
the service.

“These flags are donated to Sykes 
and other funeral homes across the 
country that take part in this program,” 
Sykes said. “If someone has a flag that 
is no longer in good condition, donate 
the flag to us, and we will insure that it 
becomes the shroud that covers a veteran                                  
who is cremated.” TASSTOCK PHOTO

» ASSOCIATED PRESS

The Tennessee Supreme Court is 
considering requiring the news media to get 
permission from a judge before reporters can 
use a laptop, digital recorder or any other 
electronic device to cover a court proceeding.

Currently, the news media have to ask for 
permission to use a still or video camera in 
the courtroom under a regulation known as 
Rule 30. 

But in a nod to the changing world of 
technology and a modern-day era where 
reporters use Twitter to cover murder trials 
and a cellphone can shoot video, take photos 
and record testimony, the court is considering 

changing its media rule.
The new rule would mean a hearing 

would have to be held if any of the lawyers 
in a case objected to a reporter using an 
electronic device for coverage or if the judge 
felt that it would have an adverse impact on 
proceedings.

The media are routinely using electronic 
devices to transmit coverage of court 
proceedings on social media and websites, 
Tennessee Supreme Court Chief Justice 
Sharon Lee said in a statement.

“These proposed changes embrace the 
tools used by the media to keep the public 
informed about what’s happening in our 
court system,” Lee said. TAS

Proposal would require media 
to get permission to record
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» By COURTNEY DIGGS
Staff Writer 

For fans of the original “Star Wars” series, 
the upcoming movie is going to make for a 
great sequel. “Star Wars” will thrive under 
Disney and J.J. Abrams.

Movie sequels and remakes tend to get fans 
riled up, especially those who are extremely 
dedicated. The continuation of a series can make 
or break it for diehard fans. 

After the creation of the original “Star Wars” film 
in the ‘70s, fans quickly jumped on the bandwagon. 
With millions of reviews on all six movies and TV 
spin-offs, the creation of “Star Wars: Episode VII- The 
Force Awakens” is bound to have wild critiques, especially 
now with Disney owning rights to the “Star Wars” title. 

The question on everyone’s mind has to be: Is Disney 
capable of producing a breathtaking sequel that will live up to 
the original cult classic?

The upcoming movie is going to make a great sequel for 
fans of the original three “Star Wars” movies. With all the 
new technology in graphics and cinematography, the seventh 
movie is sure to have new and improved gadgets. 

The new movie will have many of the old classic 
models that were used in the original movies, such as the  
Millennium Falcon, new and improved light sabers and all the                 
original costuming. 

Fans are sure to be pleased with this mix of old and new. 
Fans are more than likely jumping up and down to see 

the way Film Director Abrams transforms George Lucas’ 

masterpieces. This is his area of expertise. He is an amazing 
director and producer of all things science fiction. 

“I’m really curious to see how this works out,” said junior 
communication major Van Vogt. “‘Star Wars’ has always been 
produced and shot by Lucas Studios, and now that Disney has 
all the rights to the ‘Star Wars’ franchise, I’m excited to see the 
direction they’re going to take. With movies like ‘Pirates of the 
Caribbean’ and ‘The Avengers,’ I’m sure they’ll do it justice.” 

If the new graphics and special effects aren’t enough to 
make fans fall in love all over again, the cast definitely will. 

“Star Wars Episode VII” will feature some of its original 

cast, with Harrison Ford, Mark Hamill and 
Carrie Fisher returning for their original roles.

The importance of a sequel often has a lot 
to do with casting; the more true it stays to 
the original cast, the better the quality. 

One of the biggest complaints fans have 
about the “Star Wars” prequel series is that the 
casting wasn’t up to par. 

The addition of new characters led the 
prequals to be a little confusing. The character 

development really aided  the original movies.  
 “I love the idea behind the prequel, because it 

showed how evil came to be, but it’s not as good as 
the original three constructed by Lucas. I feel like he 

got a little lost,” said communications Professor Jason 
Phillips. “A fresh perspective would be good for the series, 

even if I’m a little disappointed in the age gap between the 
original cast [from] then to now.”

Can the slate be wiped clean? Here’s hoping Abrams can up 
the “Star Wars” game.

Many “Star Wars” fans seem to be elated that a sequel is in 
the making. 

With original cast, characters and a continuation of what 
happens after the explosion of the Death Star, “Star Wars: 
Episode VII-The Force Awakens” is bound to be the biggest 
box office event of the year. With the film hitting theaters in 
December, fans are going to flood to watch and re-watch their 
favorite childhood classic. 

Despite the new director and production company, 
the new “Star Wars” movies will thrive under Disney and                   
Abrams expertise. TAS

New ‘Star Wars’ will be out of this world

Don’t let insecurity prevent you from working out
» By SARAH ESKILDSON

Staff Writer

People need to stop being afraid of going to the gym 
because they think members who are already in shape 
will judge them. 

Many students worry they will gain unhealthy 
weight during their time at APSU; however, some are 
too embarrassed to work out at the Foy Fitness and 
Recreation Center because they are not physically fit.

The only way to live a healthy, fit lifestyle is to forget the 
stereotypical lean and muscular body, which can make 
some feel negative about themselves. 

The Foy Center’s facility can be an intimidating 
environment for an individual who first walks in and 
examines the wide array of gym equipment, ranging 
from cardio machines to bars and dumbbells in a 10,000 
square-foot area. The atmosphere of built men and 
woman lifting heavy weights or sprinting on a treadmill 
can make beginners nervous.

If someone never breaks away from his or her fear of 
not being fit enough, he or she will never achieve the 
body he or she desires. 

“Deciding to make fitness a part of your life is one of 
the best decisions you can make,” said Ankit Patel, junior 
health pre-medicine major. “You will feel more energetic 
and confident, and you will be an overall happier person. 
Plus, if you exercise, you can occasionally binge-eat ice 
cream and not get fat.”

The first thing is to ignore the “macho man” and 
his 300-pound bench press. One should start out at 
comfortable weights and ignore the feeling that everyone 
is staring. 

Most people working out are there to better 
themselves, so they will not be judging those below them, 

but rather encouraging beginners, because they were 
once beginners, too. 

The gym members are like a family, always aspiring to 
assist those who are just starting out, whether it be a spot 
for the bench press or a simple nod of encouragement. 

Another way for a student to feel comfortable 
conditioning into a lean body is to work out with a 
partner. Having a friend reaching for the same goal is 
highly encouraging, because you can rely on each other. 

When an extra body is there, the novice does not feel as 
if they are alone. With help from a partner, weightlifting, 
long runs and hard circuits seem easier and more fun. 

The Foy offers even more ways for newcomers to tone 
their bodies without going in completely clueless on     
gym terms. 

The facility has four different personal trainers willing 
to help people strive for a healthy lifestyle. Also, group 
fitness classes are a creative, highly energetic way to get 
in shape. 

At the Foy, more than 20 classes are available 
throughout the week, ranging from Hip-Hop Dance 
to Power Yoga. All classes are directed by a trained 
instructor. By participating in group fitness, you are able 
to feel confident knowing what you are doing is beneficial. 
It is a great opportunity to meet other beginners, as well.  

As one continues the journey of learning the proper 
techniques to a fit body, he or she will become more 
comfortable with getting out there and completing          
the routine. 

What helps novices most is watching those who 
have been weightlifting or running for a long time and 
receiving advice on new tricks for training. 

Whether one is walking into the Foy for the first time 
or has been a member for years, everyone at the gym has 
one common goal: To live an active, fresh life.  TAS

TAYLOR SLIFKO | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Junior nursing major Savannah Ayers works out at the Foy. 
CHRISTOPHER MALONE | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
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#TAS selects Spring Break 
Insta Challenge winner

@angiesonxo was selected as The All State’s 2015 Spring 
Break Insta Challenge winner. She spent her Spring Break 
in Las Vegas, Nev. How did you spend yours? Show us on 
Instagram using #TheAllState.
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» By ELENA SPRADLIN
Staff Writer

The first-person independent point-and-click 
horror game by Scott Cawthron “Five Nights at 
Freddy’s” released its third game in the franchise 
on Monday, March 2. This is assumed to be the 
last game in the series, since upon completing the 
fifth night in the game, players are taken through 
a mini-game that ends with “Bad Ending” or “The 
End,” depending on if the gamer has successfully 
completed all the tasks necessary to complete the 
“good” ending.

The “Five Nights at Freddy’s” series launched in 
August 2014, and received praise for its simplistic 
approach to the horror genre. Instead of playing 
a roaming character forced to confront evil, scary 
bad guys, gamers play as a stationary character, the 
night-time security guard, in a fictitious Freddy 

Fazbear’s Pizza restaurant and 
children’s attraction. The 

restaurant is a nod to 
Chuck E. 

Cheese 
pizzeria with 
animatronics similar to the 
ones Chuck E. Cheese used in the 80s. 

When the game begins, the phone in the 
security guard’s room plays a message left by the 
previous night guard, known widely by fans as 
“The Phone Guy.” Phone Guy explains the basic 
premise of the game: Players are tasked to watch 
over the restaurant and the animatronics from 12 
a.m. to 6 a.m. (each hour lasting a few minutes in 
real time), the catch being that animatronics have 
a “free roam” mode. This wouldn’t be a problem, 
unless the animatronics reach the security room 
and they mistake the player’s character as an 
endoskeleton of an animatronic, in which case they 
will try to stuff him into an empty animatronic 
costume. The costume has cross-wires and beams 
that will impale and kill whomever dons it.

The games get progressively more complex each 
time, too. In the original “Five Nights at Freddy’s,” 
there are four animatronics to contend with: Freddy, 
Bonny, Chica and Foxy, each of whom has various 
“favorite spots” it likes to go to in the restaurant 
and a different level of aggression. Players must 
switch between viewing the security cameras to 
identify where the animatronics are and examining 
the hallways outside the security booth using a 
light switch. The only means of defense against the 
animatronics are two steel doors that can be closed 
to shut them out. Checking the cameras, using 
the light switches and closing the doors all require 
power, of which the character has a finite amount. 
At 12 a.m., the character has 100 percent, but each 
time players check a camera, slam a door, or use a 

light, it drains the battery. The game becomes about 
strategy, as well as the scare factor.

By “Five Nights at Freddy’s 2,” players face the 
original four characters as well as four characters 
dubbed Toy Freddy, Toy Bonny, Toy Chica, and Toy 
Foxy, in addition to brand new characters Balloon 
Boy and The Puppet. The Puppet lives inside a jack-
in-the-box in a kids’ play room, and its music box 
must be wound every minute or so. If it isn’t kept 
wound, the Puppet jump-scares the player and the 
game ends. Players can also “put on” a mask that 
makes their character appear to be an animatronic 
or use a flashlight to disorient an animatronic if it 
appears in the hallway and players have an infinite 
power source.

“Five Nights at Freddy’s 3” is its own animal. 
There is only one animatronic, referred to as 
Golden Bonny. The location is still a Freddy 
Fazbear’s Pizza, but it has been converted to a 
horror attraction. The player must oversee 
the restaurant’s 
ventilation 
system, 

audio 
system 
and camera 
system on a panel, and 
one or multiple systems may 
crash and need rebooting at any 
given moment. The ventilation system 
will give the character hallucinations of 
animatronics from past games, which will 
not kill the character, but cue a jump scare and 
disorient and disable the player temporarily. The 
audio system plays a recording of a child laughing 
or saying “hello” and is used to lure Golden Bonny 
away from the security booth or into whatever 
part of the restaurant the player desires (although 
this doesn’t work every time). The camera system 
is what the player uses to see where Golden 
Bonny is.

This game isn’t all jump scares, though. There is a 
story that unfolds through the course of these three 

games. Through close examination of Phone Guy’s 
messages in the first and second games, minigame 
sequences that appear if the player is killed during 
the second game, and the secret minigames 
in the third game, fans have theorized that the 
animatronics are possessed by the spirits of children 
who have been killed in the restaurant.

The YouTube channel Game Theorists studied 
several details of the first and second games, from 
the amount of money presented to players after 
the completion of the fifth night to the use of 
Atari-like minigames, and determined that the 
first and second games take place in 1993 and 
1987, respectively. Furthermore, Game Theorists 
determined in their video for “Five Nights at 
Freddy’s 2,” that Phone Guy could be the one 
responsible for the murders of the aforementioned 
children. The gist is that “Five Nights at Freddy’s” is 
loosely based on real tragic events that took place 
in Aurora, Colo. at a Chuck E. Cheese restaurant 
in 1997 where an ex-employee of the restaurant 

murdered four of his former colleagues and his 
former manager and seriously injured a fifth 

victim. The second game provides evidence 
of the murdered children’s spirits 

haunting the animatronics and Phone 
Guy’s guilt through the minigames. 

Although Game Theorists haven’t 
released a video on the third 

game, fans have theorized that 
it may be the spirit of Phone 

Guy, or an unknown person 
who killed the children, that 
has possessed the Golden 
Bonny. 

“Five Nights at Freddy’s 
3” takes place thirty years 
after Freddy Fazbear’s 
Pizza closed down, and 
it is known from the last 
message left on the phone 

in the first game that Phone 
Guy has been killed by the 

animatronics. The minigame 
at the end also shows a child or 

the spirit of a child making a man 
(presumably Phone Guy) climb into 

a Golden Bonny costume.
Multiple play-through videos of each of the 

“Five Nights at Freddy’s” games can be found on 
YouTube, including ones by the enormously popular 
Markiplier and Pewdiepie. Additionally, Game 
Theorists and other fans have multiple videos out 
detailing fan theories about the lore of the world of 
“Five Nights at Freddy’s.” The game is available for 
purchase and download on Desura, Amazon and 
Streampowered, and a version for smart phones       
is available. TAS

Horror in a bear suit
Third release in ‘Five Nights at Freddy’s’ series 
uses jump scares, suspense to stun players

Wednesday, 
March 18

Fraternity 
and Sorority 
Affairs Greek 
Letters Day

MSC/VSC Vet 
Successful 
Workshop,
11 a.m. to 
noon,
MUC 120

Friday,
March 20

ANTSC Family 
Movie Night,
6 to 8 p.m.,
MUC 103B

Saturday,
March 21

Intramural 
Wallyball 
Tournament,
Foy
Monday,
March 23

Sigma 
Gamma Rho 
Week
Tuesday,
March 24

WNDAACC 
5th Annual 
Hattie Walker 
Wilhoite 
African 
American 
Women 
Recognition 
Program,
6 to 7:30 p.m.,
MUC Ballroom
Friday,
March 27

Intramural 
Texas Hold 
‘Em,
4 p.m.,
Foy
Tuesday,
March 31

Nashville Area 
Career Fair,
10 a.m. to 3 
p.m.,
Williamson 
County Ag 
Expo Park
To submit on- or off-

campus events for 
future Community 
Calendars, email 
allstatefeatures@

apsu.edu.

ARIANA JELSON | PHOTO EDITOR
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» By ANDREW WADOVICK
Staff Writer

APSU President Alisa White takes 
time out of her Tuesday mornings 
to teach a section of Leadership 
Development to students in the 
President’s Emerging Leader’s 
Program.

Being part of the President’s 
Emerging Leader’s Program is a 
prestigious accomplishment for 
many students. This is made more 
evident since White is a professor for 
freshman PELP students.

Every semester, PELP students 
are required to enroll in a class for 
the program. For second-semester 
freshmen, this means taking LDEV 
3001, or Leadership Issues I with 
White. It is a course designed to give 
an understanding of how leadership 
works, as well as the effectiveness of 
different styles.

White has followed in lieu of former 
APSU President Timothy Hall, who 
taught a section of APSU 1000 to 
freshman PELP students.

White worked as an associate 
professor after she earned her Ph.D. in 
mass communication at the University 
of Tennessee at Knoxville. She then 
went on to become department chair, 
a graduate adviser, dean and provost at 
various universities.

“I think it’s a great experience,” said 
freshman computer science major 
Jordan Reedy. “At how many other 
places would you be able to have the 
actual president of the university 
teaching you?”

White tends to be laid back in her 
teaching style, preferring to initiate 
class-wide conversation over lecturing. 

“It’s a little intimidating, because we 

know she expects so much more out 
of us than most teachers, so it takes a 
while to get adjusted to her class,” said 
freshman physics major Christy Lizura.

The class takes place on Tuesdays, at 
8 a.m. White often comes in with her 
coffee cup, making sure everyone has 
enough energy to make it through the 
morning.

White tries to keep the classroom 
alive with discussion, finding group 
projects and other ways to keep us 

awake and focused. I find it touching 
that she finds the time in her packed 
schedule to teach us about leadership.

“It’s obvious from the way she 
teaches the class that she truly loves 
APSU and has great plans for it,” 
said freshman biology major Waqas 
Ahmed.

Reedy said being taught by White 
makes him feel he’s experiencing 
something truly unique.

“It’s no easy task to become a 
university president, so she must have 
quite a bit of experience in the world 
and we have a chance to learn directly 
from that,” Reedy said. TAS

President White can school you

FILE PHOTO

Alisa White teaches section of Leadership Development

,,

It’s obvious from the 
way she teaches the 
class that she truly 
loves APSU and has 
great plans for it.
— Waqas Ahmed, freshman          
 biology major
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Govs baseball wins weekend
» By GLAVINE DAY

Staff Writer

Over the weekend, the APSU Governors (10-
6, 4-2 OVC) had three Ohio Valley Conference 
matchups at Raymond C. Hand Park. The Govs took 
two wins and a loss. They are currently in third place 
in the OVC but are tied for best overall record.

During game one, the Govs faced the UT Martin 
Skyhawks, where they took their first win of the 
weekend 5-2. 

The winning pitcher was redshirt senior Zach 
Hall (1-2), who got his first win since May 2013. 
Hall pitched for five and 2/3 innings, allowing 
two runs on just six hits. Redshirt senior A.J. 
Guara got the save for the Govs. The five runs go 
accredited to sophomore Garrett Copeland, junior 
Clayton Smithson, junior Patrick Massoni (2), and 
sophomore Alex Robles.

The next game started a three-game series against 
OVC competitors Jacksonville State University 
Gamecocks. Game one of the series was an 8-2 loss 
accredited to Robles (0-1). 

The only two runs by the Govs were RBIs by 
Ridge Smith and Robles. Smith hit an RBI triple to 
right center field, scoring Copeland. The next run 
was an RBI double where Smith went on to score. 

This wasn’t enough for the Govs to stay undefeated 
in the OVC, taking their first conference loss.

Game two started out in favor of the Gamecocks, 
but the Govs came back to take the win 8-10. 

In the bottom of the third, Smithson hit a solo 
home run. APSU then let JSU score one more run 
in the top of the fourth to make it 8-1. However, this 
was the last time JSU scored a run. In the bottom of 
the fourth with bases loaded, Caleb Mitchell singled 
to third, while all runners advanced, scoring a run. 

The next score was accredited to Kyle Blackburn 
from a hit into a double play, still scoring a run. APSU 
tacked on two more runs by Copeland’s double and 
Smith’s RBI groundout in the sixth inning to make it 
8-5. The bottom of the next inning, the Govs added 
three more runs to tie the game. 

Smith was the only one with an RBI in the inning, 
while the others were scored on errors. In the eighth 
inning, the two go-ahead runs were off JSU errors, 
resulting in what would be the final score. The 
game’s winning pitcher was redshirt sophomore 
Hunter Lindley, while the save was accredited to 
sophomore Levi Premising.

The Govs have four away games next week, 
three at Murray State and one at Southern Illinois. 
They will return home Friday, March 27, against 
Tennessee Tech University at 6 p.m. TAS

Govs basketball Head Coach Dave Loos will be 
spending another season with the Govs. Loos has 
recorded a 473-426 record in 29 seasons as head 
coach (25 for APSU) and a 391-373 record with 
APSU, making him the most winning coach in 
OVC history. 

Loos and the Govs finished the season with an 

8-22 record and a 3-13 OVC record. Loos and the 
Govs have had four straight losing seasons. 

Now the Lady Govs are searching for the 15th 
head coach in the team’s history, dating back to the 
early 1900s. 

Whoever the new coach may be, however, they 
will have a guard in Tiasha Gray for her senior year. 
Gray led the NCAA in steals per game in the 2014-
15 season with 3.7, and her overall performance  
could play a factor when courting a new head 
coach for the Lady Govs. TAS

Daniels and Loos
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 8

Infielder Clayton Smithson 
takes an at-bat. JONATHAN 
YOUNGBLOOD | STAFF 
PHOTOGRAPHER

Catcher Caleb Mitchell 
runs out a ground ball. 
JONATHAN YOUNGBLOOD | 
STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
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#TASBracketChallenge
Fill out your NCAA March Madness bracket, take a picture or screenshot and use the hashtag #TASBracketChallenge 
on Twitter or Instagram by Thursday, March 19, for a chance to have your story told by The All State. Whoever gets the 
closest to picking the correct four semifinalists and national champion will be the winner. TAS

NCAA M BRACKET 031515: Bracket for the 2015 NCAA Men’s Division I Basketball Championship; 5c x 8 inches; 
245.5 mm x 203 mm; with related stories; staff; ETA 8 p.m.
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Coach Daniels fouls 
out, Loos keeps job

» By PRESTON BOSTAIN
Staff Writer

 On Monday, March 9, APSU Athletics 
decided not to bring back Lady Govs 
basketball Head Coach Carrie Daniels 
following the team’s Ohio Valley Conference 
tournament loss to Southern Illinois 
University Edwardsville a week before. 

The loss ended the 2014-15 season with 
an overall record of 10-20, resulting in 
Daniels’ and the Lady Govs’ fourth straight 
20-loss season. Daniels had been with the 
APSU Lady Govs basketball team for nine 
seasons, with a 98-177 overall record and a 
65-93 OVC record.

On Saturday, Feb. 28, APSU Athletic 
Director Derek van der Merwe announced 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 7

Lady Govs Head Coach Daniels let go after 9 
years, just 9 days after men’s basketball Head 
Coach Loos was brought back for 26th season
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