
»By LAUREN COTTLE
     Guest Writer 

The Student Government Association is 
getting ready for the upcoming fall semester 
at APSU. There are numerous events and 
programs this association provides that 
students can take advantage of, such as the 
Peay Pickup.

“There are so many opportunities to 
become involved, and students really need 
to begin taking advantage of that,” said Jessi 
Dillingham, vice president of the SGA. “I 
would also like to see a greater amount 
of students who participate in weekend 
events.”

Some of these upcoming events include 
the Back to School Picnic on Sunday, Aug. 
25, at 11 a.m. in the UC and the Rec Crawl 

on Monday, Aug. 26, at 6 p.m. in the Foy 
Fitness Center. 

“Many students leave APSU on the 
weekends,” Dillingham said, “and I would 
love to see that change. There are many 
weekend events this fall, and I hope that 
students will stay in town for those events.”

New Athletic 
Director hopes to 
uphold legacy left 
behind by Loos, 
12
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The new upperclassmen North and South Governors Terrace residence halls on either side of the freshmen Martha Dickerson Erikkson Hall. The quad is set to have sod in the next three weeks and trees in October 
or November. SARA SOPHOCLES | STAFF PHOTOgRAPHER

»By BRITTANY HICKEY
     News Editor

The buzz of construction 
equipment and the chatter of 
incoming freshmen and their 
upperclassmen counterparts 
filled the air around the new 
dorms, Governors Terrace 
North and South and Martha 
Dickerson Erikkson Hall, last 
week. Students walked past the 
unfinished lawn into their new 
homes, toting boxes and bags.

“I really like the setup,” said 
APSU sophomore Atarah 
Lockett, gazing around the 
North hall lobby. “It’s not what 
I expected but I’m excited to see 
the landscaping when it’s done.” 

More than her room or the 
expansive quad yet to come, 
Lockett said she most looks 
forward to the new food venue 

in Erikkson, which she believes 
will be a huge asset for students 
who live far from the food court 
in the UC.

According to APSU Director 
of Housing Joe Mills, the sod 
will be laid in the next three 
weeks. Trees, however, will 
not be planted until the heat 
is more forgiving in October 
or November. Aside from the 
unfinished outward appearance, 
where dirt and construction 
dominate the landscape, the 
dorms are complete.

“All three halls are open to 
students,” Mills said. “Freshmen 
moved into Erikkson [Thursday, 
Aug. 22] and upperclassmen are 
moving into North and South 
[Friday, Aug. 23].”

On Drane Street, the new 
complex will house 400 students 

APSU’s newest residence halls will house 400 students. The dorms were meant to be completed before students moved in. SARA 
SOPHOCLES | STAFF PHOTOgRAPHER

SGA look forward to semester
Student Government Association representatives urge students to get involved

,,

Just do it. Get involved 
on campus. Go to an 
involvement fair. ”
— Jessi Dillingham, Vice President, 
SgA Executive Council

» By PHILLIP SWANSON
Staff Writer 

During the coming semester, 
APSU’s football team will play 
the first four games of the year 
against teams outside of their 
conference. 

The first four teams include 
University of Tennessee, 
Vanderbi l t  Univers i ty, 
University of Tennessee 
Chattanooga and Ohio State 
University. 

Playing these teams will 
allow APSU to gain a little 
extra funding and have the 
opportunity to play teams 
outside of their normal 

schedule for the experience.
Brad Kirtley, who works 

as a sports information 
provider for APSU, said, “The 
athletic director and the head 
coach work in conjunction 
in scheduling these football 
games.” 

K i r t l e y  s a i d ,  “ T h e 
Chattanooga game is part of 
a four-game series we have 
with them over the next four 
years; there are no guarantee[d] 
dollars involved with that 
contest.”

APSU’s athletic program is 
not self-sustaining, according 
to Tim Hurst, APSU assistant 

APSU to receive $1 million 
for non-conference games

conTinued on PAGE 3

conTinued on PAGE 2

Governors Terrace Complex nears completion

conTinued on PAGE 2
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U.S. Bank Student Checking offers:

-  No monthly maintenance fee and no minimum balance1

-  Free ATM transactions at 5,000+ U.S. Bank ATMs and
3,000+ branch locations in 25 states

-  4 free non-U.S. Bank ATM transactions per
statement cycle2

-  Free Online and Mobile Banking3

-  Free email and text alerts to notify of payment reminders,
low balance, deposits made3

-  Free online statements4

-  Free first order of U.S. Bank logo checks 

®

Named “Best Student Checking”
by MONEY® Magazine, October 2012

That all-nighter might 
cost you, but at least your
checking won’t.

From MONEY Magazine, October 2012 ©2012 Time Inc. MONEY is a registered trademark of Time Inc. and is used under
license. MONEY and Time Inc. are not affiliated with, and do not endorse products or services of U.S. Bank. 

1. All regular account opening procedures apply. $25 minimum deposit required to open an account.  2. A surcharge fee will
be applied by the ATM owner, unless they are participating in the MoneyPass® network.  3. You may be charged access fees
by your carrier, dependent upon your personal plan. Web access is needed to use Mobile Banking. Check with your carrier
for details on specific fees and charges.  4. Optional paper statements available, for a fee. Deposit products offered by 
U.S. Bank National Association. Member FDIC. 

branch

800.771.BANK (2265)

usbank.com/student

Checking       Savings       Online & Mobile Banking       Financial Education

Visit the U.S. Bank branch located at 
1 Public Square to open an account today.
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CRIME LOG
The campus crime log includes arrests and dispatch 
call-ins. As mandated by Tennessee law, the crime log 
is updated within two business days of an incident and 
new information to an incident available for public 
inspection any time during normal business hours.

 � 10:22 a.m.; Aug. 21; Erikkson Hall; burglary

 � 4:46 p.m.; Aug. 19; West Ave. parking lot; 
burglary

 � 5:02 p.m.; Aug. 18; Hand Village parking lot; 
burglary

 � 9:28 a.m.; Aug. 16; Sevier/Blount parking lot; 
burglary

 � 8:06 p.m.; Aug. 15; Sevier Hall; burglary

 � 12:53 a.m.; Aug. 15; Greek Village; burglary

 � 5:45 a.m.; Aug. 11; Henry St.; vandalism, 
evading arrest

 � Visit TheAllState.org to see an interactive of  the campus crime 

Non-conference games
continued from front

vice president for finance. 
They are expected to perform on the same level 

as other teams.
According to last year’s Ohio Valley Conference 

standings, Southeastern Missouri is the only 
college in the conference that spent less money 
with their athletics budget than APSU and was 
able to play more competitively, as Southeastern 
Missouri placed third and APSU placed seventh. 

The Governors play outside of their conference 
for a few games every year in order to gain extra 
funding so they may buy equipment and other 
necessities that help them to stay updated and best 
support the athletes.

 “There are eight OVC teams, and you play each 
once,” Kirtley said. 

“The NCAA permits schools at our level, 

[Football Championship Subdivision], to play 11 
games – sometimes 12 – in a season.” 

According to Kirtley, the estimated total income 
gained from playing outside of APSU’s conference 
will be about $1 million, a good portion of which 
will go toward stadium reconstruction. 

APSU has set aside $6 million for renovation, 
some of which has come through donations. 

The stadium itself will cost a total of $16.9 
million and is slated to be done in stages, the first 
of which will begin after the last home game this 
November. 

Hurst said the entire process will be quick and 
most of the reconstruction should be done by the 
first home game of next year.

The first football game of the season starts at 
University of Tennessee on Saturday, Aug. 31. TAS

SGA semester preview
continued from front

Christopher Hayes, senior senator of the 
SGA said he wants to see the APSU “expand its 
presence” in a variety of ways.

“[These ways] could include coordinating more 
community based events such as G.H.O.S.T.,” 
Hayes said, “or by pioneering ideas that are 
‘outside of the box.’” Hayes also mentioned new 
ideas for events such as building a potato cannon 
or bike races that could “raise awareness for a 
specific cause and also benefit our community as 
a whole.” 

Hayes predicted students will be most excited 
about  Mudbowl and Homecoming Week.

“These events involve a lot of school tradition 
and spirit, and always involve a significant part of 
the student population.”

Dillingham said she encourages students who 

are reluctant to become involved in campus life to 
give it a shot.

“Just do it,” Dillingham said. “Get involved on 
campus. Go to an involvement fair and attend 
any events that catch your eye. Many events on 
campus are free to students, so there is no excuse 
not to go.” 

According to Dillingham, students should find a 
few organizations or events that they would like to 
become a part of, and join in. Hayes said he wants 
students to follow their passions, he said. 

“By following their passions, they will be led to 
organizations filled with people who have similar 
interests. Surrounding yourself with people that 
share your interests can help provide that first step 
into involvement on campus while removing a 
sense of anxiety.” TAS

Wildfires blaze in the west
» associated press

FRESNO, Calif. — A giant wildfire raging out 
of control spread into Yosemite National Park 
on Friday as authorities urged more evacuations 
in nearby communities where thousands have 
already been forced out by flames marching 
through the timbered slopes of the western 
Sierra Nevada.

The fire hit the park at the height of summer 
season, as officials geared up for a busy Labor 
Day weekend.

It has closed some backcountry hiking 
but was not threatening the Yosemite Valley 
region, one of California’s most popular tourist 
destinations.

The weeklong blaze has spread to more 
than 165 square miles and was only 2 percent 
contained. It continued to grow in several 
directions, although “most of the fire activity 
is pushing to the east right into Yosemite,” said 
Daniel Berlant, spokesman for the California 
Department of Forestry and Fire Protection.

Smoke blowing across the Sierra into the state 
of Nevada forced officials in several counties to 
cancel outdoor school activities and issue health 
advisories, especially for people with respiratory 
problems.

Authorities urged more evacuations in nearby 
communities where thousands have already 
been forced out by flames.

The fire was threatening about 4,500 
residences, according to the U.S. Forest Service. 
Already, the blaze has destroyed four homes and 
12 outbuildings in several different areas. More 
than 2,000 firefighters were on the lines and one 
sustained a heat-related injury.

Within the park, the blaze was burning on 
about 17 square miles in a remote area around 
Lake Eleanor, about 4 miles northwest of Hetch 
Hetchy reservoir, Yosemite spokeswoman Kari 
Cobb said.

Backcountry permits are required to hike in 
that area, Cobb said. The park was no longer 
issuing those and had contacted every person 
who had received a permit to go there. 

Two roads into that area were closed and 
occupants of a campground near the Route 120 
west entrance were relocated.

“We don’t have anybody we know of in that 
area based on the permits we have out now,” she 
said.

The fire was more than 20 miles from 
Yosemite Valley and skies there were “crystal 
clear,” Cobb said.

“Right now there are no closures, and no 
visitor services are being affected in the park,” 
he said. “We just have to take one day at a time 
depending on fire activity.”

On Friday, officials issued voluntary 
evacuation advisories for two new towns — 
Tuolumne City, population 1,800, and Ponderosa 
Hills, a community of several hundred — which 
are about five miles from the fire line, Forest 
Service spokesman Jerry Snyder said.

A mandatory evacuation order remained in 
effect for part of Pine Mountain Lake, a summer 
gated community a few miles from the fire.

“It feels a little bit like a war zone, with 
helicopters flying overhead, bombers dropping 
retardant and 10 engine companies stationed 
on our street,” said Ken Codeglia, a retired Pine 
Mountain Lake resident who decided to stay to 
protect his house with his own hoses and fire 
retardant system.

 “But if the fire gets very hot and firefighters 
evacuate, I will run with them.”

Officials previously advised voluntary 
evacuations of more than a thousand other 
homes, several organized camps and at least 
two campgrounds in the area outside the park’s 
boundary.

More homes, businesses and hotels are 
threatened in nearby Groveland, a community 
of 600 about 5 miles from the fire and 25 miles 
from the entrance of Yosemite.

Usually filled with tourists, the streets are 
now swarming with firefighters, evacuees, and 
news crews, said Doug Edwards, owner of Hotel 
Charlotte on Main Street.

“We usually book out six months solid with 
no vacancies and turn away 30-40 people a night. 
That’s all changed,” Edwards said. “All we’re 
getting for the next three weeks is cancellations. 
It’s a huge impact on the community in terms of 
revenue dollars.”

The fire is raging in the same region where a 
1987 fire killed a firefighter, burned hundreds of 
thousands of acres, and forced several thousand 
people out of their homes.

Five wildfires also were burning in 
Yellowstone National Park but not nearly as 
vigorously since portions the park in northwest 
Wyoming got half an inch or more of rain 
Wednesday.

Park officials continued to monitor a 
12-square-mile fire five miles north of Lake 
Village. They didn’t plan to send in firefighters 
but and continued to let the fire burn to help the 
ecosystem. TAS
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Dorm construction
continued from front

and is at 96 percent of capacity. 
In 2011 Cross, Killebrew 
and Rawlins stood where the 
Governors Terrace Complex 
now stands. The more-than-40-
year-old dorms were torn down 
in order to build larger halls for 
APSU’s increasing enrollment. 
The existing set of dorms could 
not handle the rate at which the 
university is growing.

In addition to the sheer 
numbers of new spaces for 
students, the complex will 
feature an eatery for students 
on the bottom floor of Erikkson 
Hall. 

“I think we are happy with 
what we have,” Mills said of the 
residence halls. 

He is most excited for when 
the residential mall – or quad – 
is complete. “I can’t wait to see 
students reading, studying and 
throwing the Frisbee out there.” 
TAS

Former APSU Provost takes new 
position on Board of Regents
» By MYrAnDA HArrISon

Staff Writer 

This summer, APSU lost Tristan Denley to a job 
as the Vice Chancellor of the Tennessee Board of 
Regents. 

He served as the provost and vice president of 
academic affairs since 2009. 

As a provost Denley served as the academic 
administrator for APSU, supervising curricular 
and research affairs.

Denley has accomplished many things in 
academia including serving as the chair of 
mathematics at the University of Mississippi and 
holding down positions in places such as Sweden 
and Canada. 

President Tim Hall explained that his leave 
might have been sudden but for good reason.

Hall said that Jaime Taylor, who was the dean of 
the college of science and mathematics at APSU, 
has taken the position of the interim provost. 

Taylor has been with APSU since 1996 as part 
of the faculty, but he was originally here as a 
mathematics and physics student in the 1980s. 

Taylor is temporarily assigned to replace Denley 
for the school year, but a new provost has not 
been permanently chosen yet. 

“Hiring an interim is very common, especially 
when someone resigns very quickly, Hall said. 

At the end of this fall semester or the beginning 
of the 2014 spring semester, a committee will be 
put together by Hall to conduct a national search 
for APSU’s new provost. TAS

New Mexico signs for same-sex marriage

» ASSoCIAtED PrESS

SANTA FE, N.M. — The county clerk in 
the New Mexico state capital and the heart of 
this state’s gay rights movement began issuing 
marriage licenses to gay and lesbian couples 
Friday, Aug. 23, a court-ordered move that came 
just two days after a county clerk on the other 
end of the state decided on his own to recognize 
same-sex marriage.

News of the court order sent a steady stream 
of couples to the Santa Fe County courthouse. 
County Clerk Geraldine Salazar kept her office 
open until 7 p.m. to give more people the 
opportunity to get married before the weekend.

Salazar also sent a staffer to the chemotherapy 
suite at Christus St. Vincent Regional Medical 
Center, so Jen Roper of Pojoaque, who is dying 
of brain cancer, could marry Angelique Neuman.

The first couple to get a license in the state’s 
third-largest county was Santa Fe County 
Commissioner Liz Stefanics and Linda Siegle, a 
lobbyist for Equality New Mexico, a gay rights 
group. 

The couple walked into County Clerk 
Geraldine Salazar’s office shortly after 1:30 p.m. 
and asked if officials there were still denying 
licenses to same-sex couples.

“Not today,” Salazar said.
Second in line were the two men who filed the 

lawsuit that resulted in the court order directing 
the clerk to issue the licenses — Alexander 
Hanna and Yon Hudson.

By late afternoon, more than 45 licenses had 
been issued, including one to Carolyn Dechaine 
and Kristina McKeown of Santa Fe, who heard 
the news on Facebook. 

“You could feel the momentum building that 
this was coming,” Dechaine said. “But we didn’t 
know it would be today. When we woke up this 
morning, we were not thinking it was going to be 
such an eventful day.”

The order late Thursday, Aug. 22 from District 
Judge Sarah Singleton represents the first time a 
New Mexico judge has ruled that gay and lesbian 
couples can be married, said state Rep. Brian 
Egolf, a lawyer representing Hanna and Hudson 
in the lawsuit.

Siegle called Friday’s events a “culmination of 
years of effort for gay and lesbian rights.” She has 
been lobbying on the issue for more than two 
decades.

Stefanics and Siegle were married almost 

immediately; Hanna and Hudson said they were 
going to wait until they could arrange a ceremony 
involving family and friends.

Singleton’s ruling ordered Salazar to grant the 
marriage licenses or appear in court Sept. 26 to 
tell her why that shouldn’t happen.

In March, Santa Fe Mayor David Coss 
encouraged county clerks to issue marriage 
licenses to gay and lesbian couples. A month later, 
the Santa Fe City Council passed a resolution 
recognizing same-sex marriage as legal in New 
Mexico.

“I am a fervent supporter of same-sex 
marriage,” she said. “... I have been frustrated 
recently wanting to issue licenses but being 
confronted with longstanding statutes that do 
not permit it.”

The Santa Fe Democrat unsuccessfully pushed 
in the Legislature for a constitutional amendment 
to legalize gay marriage.

New Mexico law doesn’t explicitly prohibit 
or authorize same-sex couples to be married. 
The attorney general’s office has interpreted 
the law to prohibit gay marriage, but Attorney 
General Gary King also contends the law violates 
constitutional guarantees of equal protection 
under the law.

Singleton, in her order, said that “reading a sex 
or sexual orientation requirement into the laws 
of New Mexico violates the state constitution, 
which mandates that ‘equality of rights under law 
shall not be denied on account of the sex of any 
person.’”

In southern New Mexico, more than 90 same-
sex couples have received marriage licenses since 
Wednesday, when the Dona Ana County clerk in 
Las Cruces decided to start granting them.

A group of Republican legislators is planning 
to file a lawsuit to stop the clerk in that county, 
the second largest in the state.

Dona Ana Chief Deputy Clerk Mario Jimenez 
said some Texas couples are crossing the state 
border to get married.

He said Jerrett Morris and Jeffrey Tingley were 
in town from Dallas visiting family when they 
decided to get their marriage license Friday at the 
Las Cruces courthouse.

Jimenez said another same-sex couple from 
Dallas is flying into the region later Friday, Aug. 
23 to get married, and a couple from San Antonio 
is expected next week.

“They are traveling to change their lives,” 
Jimenez said. “And more are coming.” TAS

The final touches of the new dorms are not scheduled to be 
finished until October or November. SARA SOPHOCLES | STAFF 
PHOTOgRAPHER
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     The beginning of the school 
year can be the most stressful 
for freshmen. With moving 
in, starting classes, learning 
the campus and meeting new 
people on the list of to-dos, 
it can be difficult to balance 
things.
     The good news is, it all gets 
better. All of these things can tie 
into one another. For instance, 
while learning the campus 
you can meet new people by 
stopping and asking questions. 
     During move-in, there are 
many people running around 
confused and needing some 
kind of assistance. 
     Offering to help someone 
else move in shows 
consideration and can make 
that person feel comfortable 
talking to you and want to get 
to know you. That same person 
could end up helping with your 
homework next week.
     One of the most important 
things beginners in college often 
forget is to stay focused. Which 
can be very difficult for anyone. 

Even celebrities are willing to 
stress the importance of going 
to college and took the time 
to give tips to newcomers via 
Seventeen Magazine.
     “If you’re working hard and 
stressing, it’s important to take 
time yourself too,” said actress 

Josie Loren. 
“Or you’ll go nuts. Even if it’s an 
hour where you do whatever 
you want to do for yourself. 
Otherwise, you’re just going to 
get burned out, and you’ll be 
unhappy. And you need to be 
happy.” 
     College can be very time 
consuming especially when 
taking on other extracurricular 
activities. Taking time to be 
alone and gathering thoughts 
together is essential to 
prospering as a freshman. 
      Learning is the main reason 
we are all here. Expanding 
learning and memorization 
methods is extremely important 
as a student.
  “I think one of the best things 
you can do is learn how to 
learn,” said actor Benjamin 
Stone. 

“For instance, there are 
techniques you can try to 
enhance your memory. You 
can train yourself to have a 
photographic memory. All 
these things come in handy, no 
matter what you do in life.”

“College is such a unique 
time because you’re learning 
how to be an adult,” said actress 
Anne Hathaway. 

“You’re learning to take care 
of yourself without parental 
influence, and you’re exposed to 
so many great minds. I feel like 
I didn’t even know how to think 
until I got to college.” 

Although getting out and 

being an adult can be one of the 
scariest parts of going to college, 
it can also be one of the most 
fun. 
     Taking the freedom as a 
privilege is important.
     “I wish that I had been a 
little more health-conscious 
in college,” said television 
personality Whitney Port. 
“In my first year, I had pizza and 
fries for lunch and dinner every 
day. That can be fine to a certain 
point, but it’s important to be 
smart about what you put in 
your body. I think it’s normal to 
put on weight in college, but it’s 
also important to be healthy.” 
     Gaining the “freshman 
fifteen” can add lots of 
unwanted to stress as a college 
student. Weight gain can cause 
depression and might easily 
detour students from their 
main focus. Remember to stay 
healthy. Being unhealthy can 
add much more stress to your 
problems.
     “Looking back on my 
college experience, my best 
friends are the guys I met 
from my freshman year ... 
Just take advantage of the fact 
that everyone’s in the same 
situation,” said actor Dave 
Franco.
     There are many people 
having the same experiences 
you are at this point in life.  

It is important to remember 
this and find someone who 
can help you through the hard 
times.
     College is an important time 
in life, and for most people it 
only happens once. 
     It is all about finding the 
balance between staying 
focused and not becoming 
too overwhelmed, but most 
importantly, enjoying your time 
as a college student. TAS

» By Raven BRown
Staff Writer

Most of you made it through 
this past year of college without 
spontaneously combusting into 
a fiery ball of stress, and the 
rest and relaxation that comes 
with summer break has ended 
all of your worries about tests, 
grades and GPAs. 

But those two and a half 
months of freedom seem to fly 
by because we get to do it all 
over again.

The classes may be different, 
and we get a brand new set of 
professors we’ll have to impress. 

We get to resume all of 
those joyful nights cramming 
for exams and writing papers 
that we probably should have 
started a couple of weeks prior, 
when there just always seemed 
to be something more fun and 
interesting to do. 

Procrastination may be a 
problem for lots of students, 
including myself, but after a 
year of college, I have learned 
from a few of my mistakes. 

One of the most important 
things students have to worry 
about is something that could 
make or break their college 
career: their GPAs. 

A valuable lesson to 
remember is that once you 
mess up your GPA, it takes an 
unbelievable amount of effort 
and late nights to get it back up. 

There were a few things that 
contributed to my less than 
admirable GPA. 

One was my reluctance to 
accept the fact that most of the 
professors at APSU actually 
want you to show up to class. 

There was also my perpetual 
need to put off assignments 
until the last minute and 
my unfortunate lack of 

organization that seemed to 
lead to late assignments. 

I’m sure I am not the only 
person to have any of these 
issues because they pretty 
much characterize the college 
life of the unprepared. 

Fortunately, I got a much 
needed wakeup call when final 
grades came out, and let’s just 
say, they were definitely not up 
to my standards. 

So I buckled down the next 
semester and started attending 
class. I began putting all my 
assignments and their due 
dates in the same place and 
actually starting assignments 
sooner than the night before 
they were due. 

Advice to live by: don’t aim 
for the minimum, reach for the 
maximum. Future employers 
look for those who put in the 
most effort and who don’t just 
get by. 

While your GPA is extremely 
important, there is no harm in 
having some fun  in college. 

Not only are you supposed 
to learn all of the academic 
essentials for your degree, but 
also have the life experiences of 
being an adult. 

It is perfectly fine to go to 
a few parties and not hole 
yourself in your room with 
your nose stuffed in a book all 
day. If every college student did 
that, we would all go insane. 

I will use myself as an 
example, and the fact that I am 
willing to expose this much 
about me should let you know 
how much I don’t want you to 
make the same mistake. 

I did not go to my first 
legitimate party until my 
freshman year of college. 

In high school, all I ever did 
was study, and I did not really 
enjoy high school all that much. 

In the end, it turned out I did 
not really like parties all that 
much either because the wrong 
kinds of parties just end up 
turning out to be trouble, and 
for the most part, people act 
really stupid. 

However, there are posters 
hung everywhere advertising 
plenty of fun things to do on 
campus. 

Trust me, there are enough 
activities with enough variety to 
keep everyone entertained. 

Another way to shake up 
the routine of studying is to get 
involved. It may sound cliché, 
but there are plenty of clubs, 
sororities and fraternities to 
occupy any free time you may 
have. 

If none of those interest 
you, you could always get a 
job, because having money to 
spend is always a good thing.

Speaking of money, it is also 
very important to be financially 
responsible. 

Be smart with your money, 
and do not spend out of your 
means. Sounds like common 
sense, right? 

Apparently not, judging by 
how much debt most students 
have. 

Start by buying the things 
you need first and then figure 
out if you can afford all the fun 
toys out there later.

As a girl who has indeed 
lived off Ramen noodles for 
a while, trust me, this advice 
would have been gold to me.

Some of you will be getting 
refunds soon. 

Something I wish I had been 
told: don’t blow it all, and save 
some for a rainy day. 

It can be hard to resist buying 
things, but, as college students, 
we have to keep in mind what is 
really important. TAS

»Ronniesia
Reed
Perspectives Editor

Christy WAlker | CArtoonist

Going back to school hard for all students 

Being stress free, healthy, balanced college student will lead 
to a happier, successful, more fulfilling collegiate experience

Students offer useful tips to each other to help find balance 
between academics, social life for the new school year

,,

College is an 
important 
time in life”
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The APSU student newspaper, The All 
State, is entirely student-produced, with 
the guidance of the Student Publications 
adviser. The All State is a publication for 
the expression of student opinion and a 

medium for dissemination of timely news 
relevant to the campus community. The 

All State has been serving as a stu-
dent-run outlet for the dissemination of 
news and information of interest to the 
campus community since 1930. The All 

State distributes between 2,000 and 
3,000 copies to our fellow campus com-

munity members each week in print, and 
many more readers interact with us 
online at www.theallstate.org and 
through its social media platforms.

The All State is the student-
produced newspaper of APSU 
and has been a tradition since 
1930. The All State distributes 

between 2,000 and 3,000 copies 
a week to campus and the 

surroundign community. The All 
State provides an excellent outlet 

for student learning. 
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Monday, Aug. 
26

The Rec Crawl

•	 6- 8 p.m., 
Foy Center    

UREC Flag 
Football 
Officials 
Interest 
Meeting

•	 5- 5:30 
p.m., Foy 

Center 202

Tuesday, Aug. 
27

UREC Flag 
Football 
Officials 
Interest 
Meeting

•	 5- 5:30 
p.m., Foy 

Center 202

Peay Soup: 
Party on 

the Plaza w/ 
Southern Word

•	 6- 10 p.m., 
MUC Plaza

•	 Sponsored 
by the 

WNDAACC 
(Wilbur 

N. Daniel 
African 

American 
Cultural 
Center)

Wednesday, 
Aug. 28

Community 
Vendor Fair

•	 11 a.m.- 1 
p.m., MUC 

Plaza

UREC Sport 
Clubs Interest 

Meeting

•	 5- 5:30 
p.m., Foy 

Center 202

Thursday, Aug. 
29

Beat UT Pep 
Rally

•	 Noon, MUC 
Plaza

•	 Sponsored 
by ASA, 
Sigma 

Chi, SOC, 
Alumni and 

Athletics

UREC Sport 
Clubs Interest 

Meeting

•	 5- 5:30 
p.m., Foy 

Center 202

» By saBrina hamilton
Staff Writer

As the new school year begins, 
students new and old begin to 

swarm the campus carrying backpacks 
full of student handbooks, calendars, 
textbooks and pens. 

However, from the moment the 
welcome letters are opened to the 
moment the dorm doors slam shut for 
the final time, students heading into 
college are facing new challenges in new 
situations. 

Students are busy by nature. While 
juggling a full schedule of classes, many 
students also participate in social clubs 
and social media, work part to full time 
or have families. 

All the day-to-day hustle can leave a 
student feeling frazzled and frustrated, 
and that’s without seeing the fees that 
come along with suddenly requiring a 
philosophy textbook. 

While mood swings can be regarded 
as normal behavior, anxiety and 

depression rank as the highest two 
causes of concern for college-age kids. 

Student life can leave one feeling 
drained and uncertain; however, there 
are several warning signs. 

Symptoms of anxiety can range from 
having a hard time relaxing to rapid 
heartbeats and body aches. 

WebMD cites anxiety as a sudden 
feeling of terror and dread, stating, 
“Panic and anxiety disorders affect an 
estimated 2.4 million Americans. Panic 
attacks are twice as common in women 
as in men.” WebMD also said depression 
affects 19 million Americans. 

The most common symptoms of 
depression are sadness and hopeless 
feelings, irritability or body pain and 
most severely-thoughts or attempts of 
suicide. Any person facing either of the 
two disorders should seek help, taking 
small steps toward wellness. 

Joining groups for support and 
minimizing or cutting out alcohol and 
drug use can also be steps in the right 
direction. 

Both disorders can cause chaos in 
students’ day-to-day life as well as wreak 
havoc on their physical bodies. 

Despite the common myths of 
depression and anxiety, there is help and 
one can get better. 

While managing social lives among 
new peers, students may experience a 
different set of dangers that go beyond 
first day jitters and new dorm scares. 

Dating dangers can happen to 
anyone seeking new relationships on 
campus. 

Dating dangers go further than 
physical acts of violence; danger covers 
the terms of verbal, emotional and 
sexual violence. 

Kay Clark, author of “Dating 
Dangers,” a guide available in our 
student health center on stopping abuse 
before it becomes physical, said dating 
violence usually begins with verbal and 
emotional abuse. 

The sooner one notices potential 
dating violence, the easier it is to get 
help.

Information is available to students in 
the Health Services building, Ellington 
104 or by phone at 221-7107, Monday, 
Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday from 
7 a.m. to noon,  1 p.m. to 3:30 p.m. and 
Thursdays 7 a.m. to 1:30 a.m. TAS

EvEnts

» By linda sapp
Staff Writer

The Academic Support Center 
can help students get better grades 
in their classes. It worked for senior 
and non-traditional student, Kevin 
Grubbs in his physics class.

“I got better grades and was 
more comfortable with my classes,” 
Grubbs said. Grubbs thought the 
academic support center was “a very 
friendly atmosphere.”  

He was placed in touch with tutors 
whom he highly recommended.

 “We make contact before people 
are students, and we help them 
become better students,” said Martin 
Golson, director of the Academic 
Support Center. 

The Academic Support Center 
offers workshops on Saturdays for 
prospective APSU students wishing 
to test out of core courses.

 Prior to 2007, only 11 percent of 

students were able to test out of their 
core math courses. 

Now, 75 to 80 percent of students 
test out the 
first time 
they attempt. 

The 
Academic 
Support 
Center offers 
tutoring in 
reading, writ-
ing, math, 
history and 
English 1010.  

These academic areas are consid-
ered to be “enhanced.”  

The center also uses tutors to help 
with basic computer skills on Micro-
soft Word and Excel. 

The tutors are of all ages and offer 
tutoring online on D2L. Registration 
for workshops should be completed 
in advance in order to benefit from 
the service. 

The Academic Support Center 
website is currently being renovated, 
and any student who visits that 

website is 
encouraged 
to go back 
and revisit in 
order to see 
the impact of 
the growth 
of the Aca-
demic Sup-
port Center.

Academic 
Alert Coordinator, Barbara Hanson 
said, “It’s all about retention—that’s 
the magic word.”  Hanson was once a 
non-traditional student, so she sees 
both sides of the process. 

“Non-traditionals really work hard 
and professors like to teach them,” 
Hanson said. Hanson also said APSU 
students on average were in their 30’ 
s few years ago.

Golson offered a tip to students 

who may be self-conscious about 
having a tutor. 

“You don’t have to wait until you 
get an academic alert.  See Hanson 
first,” Golson said. His perspective is 
getting help with studies doesn’t say 
anything about the student. 

Academic Support is now expand-
ing to Castle Heights and to the 
African-American Cultural Center. 

The Writing Lab was placed in the 
Felix G. Woodward Library last year. 

“We want to reach the students 
where they are in order to get the 
academic help they need,” Golson 
said. Many students coming to 
APSU for the first time don’t know 
academic support can enhance their 
grades so much. 

“We tutor students who are mak-
ing a 3.5 or 4.0 average because those 
students want good grades,” Golson 
said.  The Academic Support Office 
is located in the Marks Building near 

  College students face anxiety and depression. Student Counseling Services offer numerous tips and strategies to overcome these disorders. JAnAy neAl | photo editor

Help 
is on 
the way

Student Counseling Services’ college guide to overcoming anxiety, depression

Center supports struggling students

,,

I got better grades and 
was more comfortable 
with my classes.”
— Kevin Grubbs, non-traditional senior

,,

Panic and anxiety 
disorders affect an 
estimated 2.4 million 
Americans. Panic 
attack are twice as 
common in women 
as in men”
— WebMd

the bookstore. TAS

The Academic Support Center provides aid to enrolled and prospective APSU students



 » By katelyn Clark
     Features Editor

The country capital of the 
nation, Nashville, Tenn., is 
known for its music scene. 
On Monday, August 19, Jake 
Owen hosted a free “Block 
Party” to the Nashville public 
in BMI’s back lot at Music 
City. 

The party grew when Owen 
announced Florida Georgia 
Line and Thomas Rhett would 
be joining the lineup. Owen 
also invited Dierks Bentley to 
“do some pickin and grinnin” 
via Twitter, and the offer was 
quickly accepted in Bentley’s 
tweet, “Sounds like a party. I’m 
in.” With the doors opening at 
6:30 p.m., maximum capacity 
was announced after 20,000 
fans had entered.  

Owen’s dedication to his 
fans was shown when the 

concert still went on even 
after the fingertip of Owen’s 
ring finger was amputated 

hours before the free concert 
due to a go-kart accident a 
month prior. TAS

Features8
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Clarksville see new restaurant options

CityTHRIFTCityTHRIFT
1846 Wilma Rudolph Blvd. — Across from Montgomery Co. CO-OP1846 Wilma Rudolph Blvd. — Across from Montgomery Co. CO-OP
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» By julie Cole hulsey
Guest Writer

To begin the fall term of 2013, Clarksville 
has many new eateries. Many of these are 
conveniently located on Wilma Rudolph 
Boulevard and stay open until 9 p.m. or 10 
p.m. Among the most student-savvy of these 
establishments are Panera Bread, Firehouse 
Subs, Cheddar’s, Noodles & Company and 
Texas Roadhouse.  

Many are familiar with Panera Bread, which 
has bakery-cafes in 44 states and Ontario, 
Canada, as of June 25, 2013.  A Clarksville 
Panera branch opened this year on 110 Morris 
Rd., off U.S. Highway 79.  Begun in 1981 as 
bakers of bread, Panera indeed bakes more 
bread each day than any bakery-cafe concept 
in the country.  In addition to breads, Panera 
has also been a popular and reasonably priced 
dining establishment, which recently ranked 
number one on J.D. Power’s Annual Restaurant 
Satisfaction Survey. Panera offers a diversity 
of jobs, with over 90 percent of their retail 
management associates being “highly satisfied” 
with their careers in a recent Panera Bread 
Retail Satisfaction Survey.

Firehouse Subs has a 5-star rating as a 
popular fast-food sandwich shop which was 
founded by firemen.  Having opened its first 
location in Clarksville on 3075 Wilma Rudolph 
Blvd., the sandwiches are made with a private 
recipe submarine roll.  Serving the subs hot is 
a specialty, and they sport such fireman names 
as “Hook and Ladder.” The location is known 
as extremely friendly, with managers walking 
around asking how the food is and taking away 
empty plates.  With a staff of 39 employees, they 
plan to hire more for this fall.

Cheddar’s Casual Café opened in Clarksville 
June 3 of this year, also situated on Wilma 
Rudolph Boulevard at the corner of Dunlop 
Lane next to Trane. This chain also specializes 
in sub sandwiches, burgers and other pub food, 
such as chips and homemade queso, mozzarella 
sticks and Texas cheese fries. According to a 

recent tweet by the cafe, Cheddar’s prides itself 
on under $10 meals from scratch.  However, 
one of the comments about the cafe on 
Foursquare intimated Cheddar’s was so busy 
they did not get waited on for 40 minutes; such 
news might mean great fall career opportunities 
for APSU students. 

To add some variety to the newly-opened 
restaurants, another fast-casual restaurant 
franchise has recently branched out to 
the Clarksville neighborhood.  Noodles & 
Company, which has more than 300 locations 
nationwide, opened on 2702 Wilma Rudolph 
Boulevard on Monday, Aug. 19.  Besides 
offering sandwiches, soups and salads, Noodles 
& Company specializes in classic noodle and 
pasta dishes from around the world.  Among 
the common and extraordinary offerings are 
Penne Rosa, Wisconsin Mac & Cheese, Steak 
Stroganoff, Pad Thai and Indonesian Peanut 
Sauté.  

For a limited time only, Noodles & Company 
will be featuring two summer dishes.  The 
Garden Pesto Sauté is made with gluten-free 
fussilli noodles, spinach and feta. Summertime 
Flatbread is a crispy appetizer topped with 
naturally raised pork, charred corn, tomatoes 
and parmesan.   

Texas Roadhouse is a family steakhouse 
restaurant planning to open in Clarksville this 
September on 2702 Wilma Rudolph Boulevard, 
Suite A. Established in Indiana in 1993, Texas 
Roadhouse boasts serving  “legendary” hearty 
meals, in particular “Hand-Cut Steaks”, “Fall-
Off-The-Bone Ribs”, “Made-From-Scratch 
Sides”, and “Fresh-Baked Bread.”  They 
handcraft almost everything they serve, with 
larger-than-normal portions. “Ice Cold Beer” 
and “Legendary Margaritas” are offerings, as 
well as line dancers and a big jukebox for a fun-
filled evening. The team members are called 
“Roadies” and feature friendliness. Also involved 
with community service, Andy’s Outreach Fund 
was created to help other Roadies who may be 
struggling with personal problems.

Rudy’s Diner is a long-established casual 

eatery known to offer the best prices for some 
of the best food in town obtainable, located on 
1768 Madison Street, Clarksville.  

One review on “Yelp” by “Carina” states, “I 
look forward to having the same waitress every 
time I come and always get the same friendly 
service and amazing food ... it’s well worth going 
out of your way for and I can’t recommend 
it enough.” Rudy’s Diner offers sandwiches, 
burgers, salads and soups. 

There are other higher-end eating 
establishments that have arrived to Clarksville. 
Among these are Blackhorse Pub & Brewery, 
Kohana Japanese, Casa Blanca Mexican 
Restaurant, New Korea and Redwood Chinese. 
Experiencing such a continued development is 
a sign that our city of Clarksville is still growing, 
with continued opportunity for new jobs, 
development and more choices for citizens. 
Good news for APSU. TAS

Jake Owen hosts free show

Jake Owen hosted a free concert in Nashville on Monday, Aug. 
19. Owen announced the concert on Twitter and was joined by 
fellow artists Florida Georgia Line, Thomas Rhett and Dierks Bently.      
jenAy neAl | photo editor             

New restaruants have popped up around Clarksville in the past few months. These new venues include 
chains like Cheddar’s, Firehouse Subs, Texas Roadhouse, Panera Bread and Noodles and Company. 
jAnAy neAl| photo editor
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How to dominate your 
Fantasy Football League
»Corey AdAms
Staff Writer 

Football season is almost 
here, which means fantasy 
football draft prepartions are 
in full swing.

Some of us hoisted the 
league championship last 
season, myself included, while 
others were hit with player 
injuries and bad luck. 

Don’t worry, though. 
The 2013 season will give 

everyone a fresh start to 
bounce back, if you prepare 
yourselves.

While some have gotten 
an early start in their leagues, 
others are in the planning 
stages. 

For those who have already 
drafted, this week’s column 
won’t be beneficial to you. 

Over the course of the 
season, I will provide advice 
for weekly match-ups, but 
this week, I’m here to provide 
last-minute draft tips so you 
can have a successful year in 
fantasy football.

All tips will be based on a 
standard draft format, which 
features the following: QB, RB, 
WR, RB/WR, TE, D/ST, K and 
bench players.

Tip 1: Target running backs 

in rounds one and two

This season is the year of the 
running back. In terms of the 

top 10 players on draft boards, 
all but one are running backs, 
with Calvin Johnson being the 
other. 

There are many talented 
backs this season, but once 
you reach round three, the 
stock goes down. 

The wide receiver and 
quarterback positions are 
very deep in 2013, so you can 
afford to wait if you select two 
running backs with your picks 
in rounds one and two. 

Even if you miss out on 
the clear number one player 
Adrian Peterson, don’t worry; 
there are other valuable 
players. Names I particulary 
like are C.J. Spiller, Stevan 
Ridley and Maurice Jones-
Drew.

Tip 2: It’s OK to wait on 

drafting a quarterback

Like I said, the quarterback 
position is very deep, probably 
more than it has ever been. 
The elites are clearly there if 
you want the likes of Aaron 
Rodgers, Drew Brees or 
Peyton Manning, but listen to 
the names you can get if you 
wait. 

In round six, you can 
get guys such as Matthew 
Stafford, who puts up huge 
numbers, or a player coming 
off a great rookie season like 
Russell Wilson. Go further 

down the line and you’ll find 
Tony Romo, who never fails to 
put up impressive stats in the 
regular season. 

If you wait until the later 
stages to draft a quarterback, 
you’ll get a solid guy while 
your team is already loaded 
with skill players. 

My strategy this season was 
to fill my roster with running 
backs and receivers before 
drafting a guy like Stafford in 
round six, and I came away 
very happy with my team.

Tip 3: Wait until the final 

round to draft special teams

It’s that simple. Don’t do it. 
There will be top defenses- 
such as the 49ers or Bears- 

that will go earlier, but you 
should wait. Defenses are very 
unpredictable. 

Last year, the Eagles were a 
top five defense going into the 
season but finished near the 
bottom in points. 

Teams such as the Broncos 
and Bengals emerged as break-
out defenses, and the same will 
happen this season for teams. 

The same goes for kickers. 
David Akers was listed as 
the third-best kicker at the 
beginning of last season but 
had a miserable year. It’s 
perfectly fine if you don’t get 
one of the top guys.

Tip 4: Practice? We talkin’ 

‘bout practice!

To be successful, you have to 
do your homework. Practice 
your draft strategy before you 
enter the draft room. 

To do so, participate in as 
many mock drafts as possible. 
Mock drafts are practice drafts 
you can join on most fantasy 
football sites and are the best 
way to prepare for the real 
draft.

I wish you all the best of luck 
in your drafts this season. 

Next week, I’ll provide week 
one match-up advice to help 
you pick up that first win. 

If you have individual 
questions you’d like to ask, just 
tweet me @corey_adams. TAS

the field, in the classroom, 
and in the community.”

“When you’re building 
programs that are 
subscribing to that standard 
of excellence, ultimately you 
will have success on the field 
as well because I believe 
success comes from great 
people, great leaders and 
great students.” 

With this mindset, van der 
Merwe said he is motivated 
to help APSU get “over the 
hump” and continue to 
build upon the progress of 
Governor athletics. Only 
time will determine what 
kind of impact he will have, 
but with support, van der 
Merwe is in a position to 
succeed. TAS  

Baseball team retools
continued from pAge 12

The do’s and don’ts to make sure you field the best team this fall

Jordan Hankins connects with pitch at home against Jacksonville 
State.  Drew KirK | StAff photogrApher

New athletic director
continued from pAge 12

in nine games. Corum 
was also named a TCCAA 
Distinguished Scholar-
Athlete. 

At APSU, the plan is to 
primarily use him as a tail 
end of the bullpen pitcher, 
possibily in the setup role.

Mark Hendrick Lamar 
CC, Colo. racked up a record 
of 17-6 at Lamar CC, and 
will provide the Govs added 
experience, having pitched 
over 140 innings at the 
college level.

 Last season, Hendrick 
made 16 appearances (11 
starts) and finished with 
a record of 7-4. While his 

ERA was a bit high at 4.55, 
he struck out 65 batters 
in 65.1 innings pitched. 
Hendrick will have a chance 
to compete for a place in the 
rotation, but could also come 
out of the bullpen. 

Shane Lantigua of Bartlett 
High School, Bartlett, Tenn., 
went 4-3 and had one save in 
nine appearances as a senior 
and pitched many innings 
as a sophomore and junior, 
as well. 

Considering Lantigua is 
a freshman, he may receive 
limited time out of the 
bullpen, primarily in spots to 
earn three to six outs. TAS

,,

Practice your 
draft strategy 
before you 
enter the draft 
room ... practice 
as many 
mock drafts as 
possible ”
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»AssociAted Press 
NASHVILLE, Tenn. — Gregg Williams is still 

preaching aggressive, physical defensive play 
now that he’s back in the NFL.

After being suspended for nearly a year for 
his role in the New Orleans Saints’ bounty 
scandal, the Titans senior assistant coach for 
defense insists he only worries about doing the 
right thing, not monitoring the language he 
uses. 

That said, he is keeping a low profile in his 
new job, but otherwise his approach apparently 
hasn’t changed.

Tennessee tackle Jurrell Casey finds the coach 
just as wild and crazy as he had heard.

Cornerback Jason McCourty said Gregg 
Williams has been stressing the Titans need to 
set the tone on defense.

And Williams said it’s been fun seeing the 
players wanting to be aggressive.

“I’ve never, ever coached a player that didn’t 
want to be as aggressive as possible,” Williams 
said. 

“I’ve always said, ‘Don’t use me as an excuse 
for being not aggressive.’ Because I’m an 
aggressive coach, and I want aggressive players 

and all the coaches here do that.”
Williams talked to reporters for the first 

time Wednesday since training camp started 
July 25 and only the second time since he was 
introduced with other new assistant coaches 
in February after NFL commissioner Roger 
Goodell lifted his suspension. Other Titans’ 
assistants are available on request, but Williams 
said he wants the story to be about the players 
themselves and not him.

“The fun part of it is I get to be in the mix 
with them,” Williams said.

Saints linebacker Jonathan Vilma still believes 
his former defensive coordinator got a bum 
rap that cost him the 2012 season. But the 
linebacker said he never expected Williams 
to change too much because the coach’s 
philosophy works.

“He’s an aggressive coach,” Vilma said 
recently. “He’s very in your face, very brash 
and he got players to play. He was very good 
at pushing that button to get you to play, so I 
expect him to do the same thing in Tennessee. 
I think what he’s going to have to do, clearly, 
is tone down the language, tone down the 
phrases, all the cursing and stuff like that, but I 

expect him to be very aggressive.”
Williams has been quieter on the field the 

past month than during his tenure as the Titans’ 
defensive coordinator between 1997 and 2000. 
Oh, he still yells at players who don’t move as 
fast as he wants, and his language still can be 
pretty colorful. The Titans have worked hard at 
pushing the pace in practices, trying to make it 
easier on players in games.

So if that means yelling at a player, Williams 
does just that because he said he won’t 
compromise on effort and toughness.

“There is no excuse for a loaf in this league,” 
Williams said. “There’s no excuse for somebody 
not appearing tough in our league. That is what 
this game is about, and players don’t want to 
play with someone next to them that don’t get 
that, and coaches don’t want to coach them. 
That is one of the things that really bothers me, 
if a guy is not 100 percent all the time when he 
has a chance to play this game, and a lack of 
toughness.”

The Titans like what they’ve gotten from 
Williams. 

They’re busy trying to improve and bury the 
memories of last season when they allowed a 

franchise-worst 471 points.
“He does it for the best interests of the guys,” 

Casey said of Williams. “He doesn’t want you 
out there lackadaisical, things like that. So he 
keeps us hyped and keeps us going. He’s got 
the motivation with the energy to go out and 
practice hard.”

The Titans want more turnovers, plays and 
big hits that get fans on their feet screaming.

“We get the crowd involved, it’s only going 
to help us as a team for that type of motivation 
and when the opposing team is on offense as 
loud as the crowd is, that’s going to help us,” 
McCourty said.

- “So one thing we’re focusing on is trying to 
set the tone.”

Williams made sure to credit Munchak and 
Gray for the message he’s helping communicate. 
He’s here on a one-year contract trying to prove 
his worth again and is on the sideline in games 
relaying calls from Gray in the coaches’ booth. 
Asked about putting his personality onto this 
team, Williams said he’s not looking at that.

“I’m just happy I have a chance to help in any 
way they need for me to help,” Williams said.. 
TAS

Williams looks for new start



» By Corey AdAms
Staff Writer

After losing eight starters 
due to graduation, going pro 
and transferring elsewhere, 
the APSU baseball staff has 
assembled a deep recruiting 
class with 15 new faces.

In the spring signing period, 
which recently wrapped up, 
the Govs added five players: 
four pitchers and one infielder.

The lone infielder, Alex 
Robles of Tucson High 
Magnet School in Tucson, 
Ariz., is expected to receive a 
large portion of playing time as 
a freshman and will compete 
with fellow signee Logan Gray 
for the starting shortstop spot 
in the infield. In his senior 
season, Robles was selected 
to the Louisville Slugger High 
School Baseball All-American 
second team, among other 
state honors. At the plate, he 
batted an remarkable .505 with 
29 RBIs and could also give the 

Govs relief help on the mound 
as he was 9-2 with a 1.36 ERA 
in his senior season. Three 
of the four pitchers signed 
are transfering to APSU after 
attending community colleges.

Caleb DeLee of Meridian 
CC in Miss. did not take 
the mound in 2012 due to 
injury and will have three 
years remaining at the college 
level. In his freshman season, 
DeLee went 3-1 with a 4.61 
ERA and two saves as a relief 
pitcher. At Collierville High 
School in Collierville, Tenn., 
he was a 2011 Preseason 
Louisville Slugger High School 
All-American and two-time 
All Metro selection by the 
Memphis Commercial Appeal. 
It is unclear whether DeLee 
will be used as a starter or 
bullpen arm.

Jake Corum from Walters 
State CC, Tenn. missed the 
majority 2012 season, but 
went 1-0 as a freshman with 
one save and 15 strikeouts 
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» By Corey AdAms
Staff Writer 

After 16 seasons serving as athletics director at APSU, Dave 
Loos made the decision in April to focus solely on coaching 
men’s basketball and pass the torch to a new leader, who will 
look to build upon the progress that has been made.

Loos interviewed several candidates to fill the position, but 
ultimately made the move to hire Derek van der Merwe of 
Central Michigan University. 

Van der Merwe had been a Chippewa for 22 years, serving 
17 of those years as the deputy athletics director, while also 
attending and playing football pri or to becoming involved in 
the business aspect of athletics.

Even with his success at Central Michigan, van der Merwe 
said he needed a change to start a new chapter in his career.

“The time had come for me to start to look at venturing out 
and finding my program that I wanted to build and be a part 
of,” van der Merwe said. “I had heard about APSU because we 
had scheduled them in basketball this fall, and was told how 
great of a community this was, which is very important to me. 
Then our assistant football coach Kirby Cannon took the head 
coaching position at APSU, and had said it was a special place 
with a great amount of potential and growth. I had very strong 
endorsements from people I trusted, and came down here and 
visited the campus. I found out the things said were true, which 
motivated me to pursue this opportunity.”

Van der Merwe has big shoes to fill, as Loos led the program 
to accolates that included multiple Ohio Valley Conference 
championships. But van der Merwe has built a good 
relationship with the former athletics director who has helped 
him prepare for stepping into a new environment.

“When you come into an institution and you’re the next 
person in after someone who has had a great legacy like 

Coach Loos, you want to make sure you are working with the 
right type of person,” van der Merwe said. “Coach Loos is an 
exceptional leader, a very humble and gracious man who has 
gone the extra mile to help make my reception here warm and 
welcome, while also taking me under his wing to make sure I 
understand the culture.” 

“That’s something I’m very appreciative of and it’s a great 
honor to work with a person like that because it will help me 
transition easier to the process.”

Over the past couple of weeks, van der Merwe has begun 
to get a feel of the campus environment by interacting with 
individuals in meetings and around campus to learn as much as 
he can.

This is something van der Merwe isn’t accustomed to 
considering it is a different culture than at Central Michigan, 
but is taking it all in stride.

“As director of an athletics department, you realize very 
quickly that your success is based upon the ability to work with 
people and make them a part of building a successful program,” 
van der Merwe said. “That’s been my focus in this first week a 
half is to listen to our campus partners and understand their 
concerns, as well as the culture of this community.”

Over the past year in Austin Peay athletics, the spring sports 
have proven to be more successful than those in the winter, 
with postseason titles earned by baseball, tennis and golf.

However, van der Merwe has one expectation for all sports, 
whether it be winter or spring: consistency.

“The most important thing I believe in framing my 
expectations of a championship culture is programs who are 
competing,”van der Merwe said. “It doesn’t mean they are going 
to win a championship every year. It means they are going to 
operate a program that believes in student athlete excellence on 

» By JoshuA 
stephenson 

Sports Editor

The sports landscape 
here at APSU has changed 
drastically over the last six 
months. Kirby Cannon was 
hired as the new football 
coach, Dave Loos stepped 
down as athletic director and 
Derek van der Merwe was 
hired as APSU’s first new 
athletic director in 17 seasons.

Change has also come for 
Head Coach Carrie Daniels 
and her Lady Govs basketball 
team as she has hired new 
Assistant Coach Dean Walsh.

Coach Walsh joins the 
Lady Govs staff after one 
year at Gardner-Webb 
University. “After being out of 

coaching for a year, I had the 
opportunity at Gardner-Webb 
and then this opportunity 
arose,” said Walsh, who was 
the assiociate head coach at 
Gardner-Webb. “This position 
got me back to the state of 
Tennessee, which is where I 
have coached for most of my 
career.”

Walsh has a great deal of 
experience on his resume 
that includes 16 years as head 
coach at various division two 
and division three schools. 
His one-year stint at Gardner-
Webb was his first coaching 
job outside of Tennessee, 
and APSU’s location was a 
big motivator. “It’s back in 
Tennessee, Middle Tennessee, 
where women’s basketball is 
tremendous, and there is a 

lot of talent here,” said Walsh. 
“Also, sitting down with 
Coach Daniels, she expressed 
the need for what I bring to 
this program, and it seemed 
like the right fit.”

After a sub-par year and 
no berth in the Ohio Valley 
Conference Tournament, 
Walsh understands that 
a lot of eyes will be on 
the program, but he also 
understands it’s a whole new 
season.

“Last year was a down year, 
but you know what? That was 
last year. For whatever reason, 
it happened,” said Walsh, who 
will look to turn around the 
Lady Govs’ post play from a 
year ago, one of the reasons 
for their struggles. “I have a 
team bonding thing we will 

do that, in essence, buries last 
year, and once it’s buried, you 
don’t bring it back up.”

The squad the Lady 
Govs will put on the floor 
will be young, with 11 
underclassmen, but there 
were enough flashes of talent 
from this young team last year 
that Coach Walsh will not let 
youth be an excuse.

“We are going to be young 
with all our underclassmen,” 
said Walsh. “But that can’t 
be the excuse, because if you 
give a kid a chance for an 
excuse, you can’t build. We 
need to say, ‘you’re young, 
which means you’re laying 
the foundation for success.’ 
That’s the angle we need to 
take with them, and I think it’s 
going to happen.” TAS

» By JoshuA
stephenson
Sports Editor

The month of August 
signified a lot of change for 
me when I was a child. It 
meant the end of summer, 
the start of school no matter 
how much you dreaded it, and 
most importantly, it meant the 
beginning of football season. 

Being a native Tennessean, 
born and raised twenty 
minutes outside of Clarksville, 
there were three constants 
in my life. There was family, 
school and University of 
Tennessee football. 

My father nurtured my love 
for UT football at a very young 
age. Some of my fondest and 
earliest memories in life are 
at Tennessee football games. 
The game themselves were just 
parts of the experience.

 There was watching the 
“Pride of the Southland” 
band play “Rocky Top” while 
marching down streets named 
after legends such as Martin, 
Majors and Manning. There 
was seeing the Vol navy on the 
banks of the Tennessee River 
on your walk up to one of the 
cathedrals of college football, 
Neyland Stadium. There was 
also the pre-game radio show 
in front of Neyland stadium 
hosted by radio legend John 
Ward, and later by Bob 
Kesling. 

One thing my father also 
instilled in me was a love 

for listening to football on 
the radio. We had a TV at 
my house, but when it was 
time for UT football, the 
volume was turned down 
and the radio was turned on. 
Listening to those games as 
a kid made me want to be 
a broadcaster one day, and 
announce to thousands of Vols 
fans everywhere that it was 
“football time in Tennessee.”

Fast-forward fifteen years, 
and here I am as the sports 
editor for The All State at 
APSU, where I recently 
graduated with my sports 
broadcasting degree and am 
coming back for my masters 
degree. My first big story of 
the year to cover is traveling 
with our football team to their 
first game at Neyland Stadium, 
playing the University of 
Tennessee.

I’m glad my father also 
raised me to have a great 
sense of humor because all I 
can do is chuckle every time 
I think about my situation. So 
on Saturday, Aug. 31, I will 
be decked out in my APSU 
gear a few booths down from 
Bob Kesling, doing the job I 
dreamed about when I was a 
kid, watching the team I loved 
growing up playing the team I 
have grown to love over these 
past few years. On that day, 
I will be a Governor through 
and through; just don’t be 
surprised if my foot taps along 
with “Rocky Top” every time it 
plays. TAS   

Derek van der Merwe addresses the media after being introduced as the new athletic director for APSU. Van der Merwe takes over for 
Dave Loos who stepped down earlier this year.  Photo by beth Liggett 

New athletic director looks 
to continue Loos’ tradition

Lady Govs add new assistant coach

Bat Govs add five 
new players to team

Feelings mixed 
over UT game
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The Bat Govs warm up. DArreLL SheffieLD | StAff PhotogrAPher
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