
@TheAllState
#TheAllState

/theallstate

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 28 2012

SOCIAL MEDIA

THE ALL STATE
Student Newspaper of Austin Peay State University Since 1930 • First copy free, additional copies 50 cents each
THE ALL STATETHE ALL STATE.ORG

VOTE ONLINE IN THE SGA ELECTIONS MARCH 27-29

 By BRITTANY WESTER
bwester2@my.apsu.edu 

Students need a little help deciding what 
courses to take, so all students are assigned 
advisers. However, because advisers are 
assigned several students, some students may 
not receive the best help possible concerning 
the proper courses to take. To assist students 
who need a little extra help, there is a new 
system in APSU’s OneStop called Degree 
Compass, which suggests the courses 

that are best fit for students to take in the           
upcoming semester. 

This year, Degree Compass has made 
APSU one of the fi nalists to receive a Learning 
Impact recognition award from the IMS 
Global Learning Consortium.

The IMS Global Learning Consortium 
is a nonprofit organization working with 
universities, school districts, government 
organizations, content providers and 
technology suppliers to open up new areas 
for academic progress through technology. 

Every year they conduct a global meeting to 
discuss different kinds of higher initiatives 
for progress. This year the organization 
is specifically focusing on trying to help 
students move through degrees efficiently, 
something APSU has been working to do. 
Every year they have a set of awards they give 
for diff erent software products and initiatives 
that are being put into place, which they feel 
are making an important impact in academia.

The new system helped Tennessee to 
receive a $1 million grant from Complete 

College America and the Bill and Melinda 
Gates Foundation last year. Part of the 
grant went to help get Degree Compass 
implemented at three other schools. It has 
been decided Nashville State, Volunteer State 
and the University of Memphis will be the 
fi rst three institutions, aside from APSU, to 
use Degree Compass. � ey are expected to be 
able to use the new system for their students 
starting in the summer.

Dog helps APSU veteran with PTSD, 4 
Gay Straight Alliance defends Chick-fil-A boycott, 3 
The field is set: college basketball Final Four preview, 8 »

#SPRINGDANCECONCERT

The sixth annual Spring Dance Concert included a variety of dance styles and choreography from students and faculty from the Dance minor 
program, as well as the Roy Acu�  Chair of Excellence holders Peiling Kao and Keith Fitzpatrick. The concert, directed by Marcus Hayes, associate 
professor of Theatre and Dance, was held in the Trahern Theater from Thursday, March 22, through Saturday, March 24, and on Sunday, March 25. 
See more photos from the dance concert in “Features,” page 5. BRITTANY SPARN | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

#SPRINGDANCECONCERT

Degree Compass so� ware gains notoriety, expands
APSU course recommendation so� ware nominated for IMF global award, expands to 3 more Tennessee colleges

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

‘JUST DANCE!’
Spring Dance Concert comes to Trahern

 ASSOCIATED PRESS

MEMPHIS, Tenn. — Hundreds rallied 
Monday at the location where Martin Luther 
King Jr. was slain in Memphis to call for the 
arrest of a Florida man in the shooting death 
of an unarmed black teenager.

The rally at the National Civil Rights 
Museum featured speeches from Memphis-
area activists and Mayor A C Wharton, who 
is black.

Children joined adults, and whites joined 
blacks, at the rally. Participants held up 
signs saying “Why?” and “We are Trayvon.” 
Most bowed their heads in a three-minute 

prayer during a ceremony that also included     
poetry readings.

Trayvon Martin, 17, was killed Sunday, 
Feb. 26, in a neighborhood in Sanford, Fla. 
A neighborhood watch volunteer, George 
Zimmerman, whose father is white and 
mother Hispanic, has said he shot Martin in 
self-defense.

Police said the teen did not have a gun. 
Zimmerman has not been arrested.

Angela Martin, 45 and no relation to the 
slain teen, watched the crowd gather from 
a nearby fi re escape. A mother of a 14-year-

Memphis rally calls for arrest 
in Trayvon Martin slaying

#TRAYVONMARTIN

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

 ASSOCIATED PRESS

WASHINGTON — As demonstrations 
swirled outside, Supreme Court justices 
signaled on Monday they are ready to 
confront without delay the keep-or-kill 
questions at the heart of challenges to 
President Barack Obama’s historic health care 
overhaul. Virtually every American will be 
aff ected by the outcome, due this summer in 
the heat of the election campaign.

On the fi rst of three days of arguments — 
the longest in decades — none of the justices 
appeared to embrace the contention that it 
was too soon for a decision.

Outside the packed courtroom, marching 

and singing demonstrators on both sides 
— including doctors in white coats, a 
Republican presidential candidate and even 
a brass quartet — voiced their eagerness for 
the court to either uphold or throw out the 
largest expansion in the nation’s social safety 
net since Medicare was enacted in 1965.

Tuesday’s arguments will focus on the 
heart of the case, the provision that aims to 
extend medical insurance to 30 million more 
Americans by requiring everyone to carry 
insurance or pay a penalty.

A decision is expected by late June as 
Obama fights for re-election. All of his 

#HEALTHCARE

Supreme Court hears case for, 
against Obama healthcare plan

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

SLIDESHOW: 
See photos 

from the fourth annual 
“Jump for Judes” 
fundraiser for St. Jude 
Children’s hospital at 
TheAllState.org.

SLIDESHOW: 
See photos 

from the Lady Govs 
three Softball games 
from last weekend at 
TheAllState.org.

SLIDESHOW: 
See photos 

from Tuesday’s 
“Vagina Monologues” 
performance at 
TheAllState.org.
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CRIME LOG
The campus 

crime log 
includes arrests 

and dispatch call-
ins. As mandated 

by Tennessee 
law, the crime 
log is updated 

within two 
business days of 
an incident and 

new information 
to an incident 
available for 

public inspection 
any time during 
normal business 

hours.

 12:05 p.m.; 
March 22; 
Dunn Center/
Robb Avenue 
lot; burglary 

  2:32 p.m.; 
March 21; Foy 
Fitness and 
Recreation 
Center; theft 
of property

 4:10 p.m.; 
March 20; 
Trahern lot; 
aggravated 
burglary

  6:20 p.m.; 
March 
19; Castle 
Heights Hall; 
vandalism

 4:43 p.m.; 
March 19; 
Drane and 
Gov’s Lane; 
aggravated 
robbery

  5:51 a.m.; 
March19; 
Woodward 
Library; theft 
of property

 6:25 p.m.; 
March 16; 
Harvill Hall; 
aggravated 
burglary

Visit TheAllState.org to 
see an interactive of  the 

campus crime log.

APSU HEADLINES

Campus activities planned for Disability Awareness Month throughout April
Women’s, Gender Studies present ‘The Vagina Monologues’ March 27 and  28

History department remembers significance of War of 1812 at local conference

 STAFF REPORT

� e Degree Compass software, formerly known 
as the Course Recommendation system, is APSU’s 
newest resource to help students gather information 
about what classes they should take.

Degree Compass is used to help make course 
selection less of a maze and more of a path to keep 
students on track. 

“Degree Compass is used to try to give as 
much information to help students make the best 

decisions,” said Tristan Denley, provost and vice 
president of Academic Aff airs. 

� e system is meant to simplify advising and to 
help better educate students on the classes they need 
or want to take. How the system works is actually 
pretty straightforward. 

Currently, the program looks at many variables 
that are unique to each student. It looks at the 
students’ transcripts, the courses they’ve taken and 
what courses they still have to take. Degree Compass 
takes into account degree evaluation as well as each 

student’s individual course bulletin requirements. 
The analytics behind grade predictions are 

accurate. “If Degree Compass says you will get a C or 
better, you will actually get a C or better,” Denley said.

In the future, Denley said the next step in Degree 
Compass would be to incorporate a way to help 
students pick majors, as well as including an option 
to have students register for classes within Degree 
Compass rather than using the separate registration 
area within Self-Registration. TAS

Degree Compass course so� ware demystifi ed

Degree Compass was first called “The Netflix Project” said 
Charles Wall, the director of the Information Technologies 
Department. Tristan Denley, provost and vice president of 
Academic Affairs, who came up with the idea of creating this 
recommendation system, said this recommendation engine is very 
much in the spirit of Netfl ix, Pandora or Amazon. 

Instead of suggesting the diff erent kinds of movies you might 
like, Degree Compass suggests the courses that best fi t students 
and their program of studies by looking at their transcript and 
ranking a list of courses. 

Denley and the IT Department are continually working together 
to make improvements. They are welcoming feedback with 
suggestions and ideas of improvement from students on the site.

One improvement they are working on is trying to recommend 
majors for students who are undecided based on predicted grades. 

Denley said the grade predictions are actually pretty accurate. 
� ese predictions are used to see what kinds of areas students may 
have a talent for that they may not have realized or thought about. 
Denley is hoping this improvement will be ready before the end of 
the semester.

“It’s been really exciting to put this together. We are happy we’re 
able to have this for students to more eff ectively move themselves 
through their degree programs,” Denley said.

 Denley conceived of the idea in the summer of 2010. He spent 
six months developing the mathematics and algorithms that work 
behind the system and created a working prototype on his laptop. 
It was then time to make it available to students. He spent about 
another six months working with the Information Technologies 
Department’s staff  to deploy this new system on OneStop. It took a 
little less than a year to put it together. TAS

Degree Compass
CONTINUED FROM FRONT

old boy and a 21-year-old college student, the nurse 
practitioner said either one of her children could have 
been Martin “at the wrong moment.”

“When I heard about this, my heart just broke,” said 
Martin, who is black.

The museum is located at the site of the former 
Lorraine Motel where King was shot on a balcony on April 
4, 1968. King was in Memphis to support a sanitation             

workers’ strike.
The hotel is considered hallowed ground by black 

Memphis residents and civil rights activists alike.
“He died fighting for our civil rights,” Martin said of 

King. “And Trayvon’s civil rights were just violated.”
Wharton said people across the mid-South should set 

aside their diff erences and stand in support of the slain 
teen. He also denounced attempts to portray the teen in a 
negative light after it was revealed he had been suspended 
from school for marijuana.

“Even if he had been a bad boy, he deserved to live,” 
Wharton said. TAS

Slaying
CONTINUED FROM FRONT

Republican challengers oppose the law and promise 
its repeal if the high court hasn’t struck it down in                        
the meantime.

On Monday, the justices took on the question of 
whether an obscure tax law could derail the case. 

� e 19th century law bars tax disputes from being heard 
in the courts before the taxes have been paid.

Under the new health care law, Americans who don’t 
purchase health insurance would have to report that 
omission on their tax returns for 2014 and would pay a 
penalty along with federal income tax on returns due by 
April 2015. Among the issues facing the court is whether 
that penalty is a tax.

� e justices also will take up whether the rest of the law 
can remain in place if the insurance mandate falls and, 

separately, whether Congress lacked the power to expand 
the Medicaid program to cover 15 million low-income 
people who currently earn too much to qualify.

If upheld, the law will force dramatic changes in the way 
insurance companies do business, including forbidding 
them from denying coverage due to pre-existing medical 
conditions and limiting how much they can charge older 
people. The law envisions that insurers will be able to 
accommodate older and sicker people without facing 
financial ruin because of its most disputed element, 
the requirement that Americans have insurance or pay                
a penalty.

By 2019, about 95 percent of the country will have 
health insurance if the law is allowed to take full eff ect, the 
Congressional Budget Offi  ce estimates.

Polls have consistently shown the public is at best 
ambivalent about the benefits of the health care law, 
and that a majority of Americans believe the insurance 
requirement is unconstitutional. TAS

Healthcare
CONTINUED FROM FRONT



NEWS 3PERSPECTIVESPERSPECTIVES
THE ALL STATE • WEDNESDAY, MARCH 28 , 2012

WHO WE ARE

Patrick Armstrong, editor-in-chief
Jenelle Grewell, managing editor
Brian Bigelow, news editor
Kristin Kittell, perspectives editor
Chasity Webb, features editor
Trent Singer, sports editor
Andre Shipp, multimedia editor
John Perez, chief copy editor
Synthia Clark, photo editor
Conor Scruton, assistant features editor
Eunwoo Lee, advertising manager
Jake Lowary, adviser

THE BASICS

Morgan University Center, room 111
P.O. Box 4634, 
Clarksville, TN 37044
phone:  (931) 221-7376
fax: (931) 221-7377
theallstate@apsu.edu 
allstateads@apsu.edu

www.theallstate.org
Facebook.com/theallstate
Twitter @TheAllState
YouTube

PUBLICATION SCHEDULE

The All State is published every Wednesday of the 
academic year, except during � nal exams and holidays.
Letters to the editor should include author’s full name, 
email and phone number, plus major and class if 
applicable. Letters will be checked for authenticity and 
should be received no later than 4 p.m. on Friday to be 
considered for publication. Letters may be edited for 
clarity and grammar.

This is not an official publication of Austin Peay State 
University. The views herein do not necessarily reflect 
those of The All State, APSU or the Tennessee Board of 
Regents.

EDITORIAL BOARD

“Why aren’t 
you a Christian? 
What made 
you think the 
way you do?”As 
an atheist, I 
am o� en faced 
with these 
questions when 
I confess my 
lack of religious 
a�  liation. I 
say “confess” 

because that’s what it feels like: a confession 
to a tremendous wrongdoing. Many times, 
I have felt the need to go on the defensive, 
or to sacri  ce integrity and pretend to be 
someone I can never be and think in a way 
that is unnatural to me.

With these questions come the 
implication there has to be a reason for 
someone not to choose the “normal,” 
standard road of dogma. � ere is an 
assumption something must have damaged 
or changed me to make me lose sight of the 
light.

Well, this isn’t an article to condemn 
religion or postulate about the evils of 
Christianity, nor is it a defense for atheism. 
Atheism doesn’t need to be defended, 
because there’s nothing wrong with it. It 
is a perfectly valid belief the American 
Constitution allows us to carry, just as it 

allows for the development of Christian 
minds, Buddhist minds, Muslim minds, 
Hindu minds, Wiccan minds — and hey, 
if one chooses to take Greek mythology as 
truth, one has the perfect right.

� e facts are this: � ere are happy and 
sad people of every creed, people who feel 
ful  lled from their God or gods and those 
who feel equally validated without needing 
that faith. � ere are good and bad people 
in every group, and all of us, each and every 
one, has made mistakes at some point. 

� e issue isn’t which group has come to 
the “right” conclusion, but rather the fact 
each school of thought has a right to exist. 
Didn’t Jesus teach in the book of John only 
“he that is without sin” should judge another 
human being? A passage in the Quran 
instructs fervent Muslims not to say to one 
who gives them a greeting of peace, “you are 
not a believer.” 

A basic Buddhist tenet is “Before judging 
others, pause for a moment and ask — how 
perfect am I?” And while atheists do not 
follow one speci  c creed, the general belief 
amongst those without religion is to live and 
let live, something they themselves want the 
right to do.

It’s important to remember, despite 
popular belief, America is not an exclusively 
Christian nation. 

Major reasons the Pilgrims � ed England 
include attaining religious freedom, and 

becoming free from an o�  cial, government-
controlled style of worship and avoiding 
persecution for dissension.

Questions like “What made you turn 
Christian?” and “Why aren’t you an atheist?” 
would probably be seen as o� ensive and 
harmful. I just think it’s essential to consider 
the other side of this too; consider every 
belief system, regardless of how one might 
disagree with it or see it as senseless, is a valid 
way to think. When you attack someone’s 
religion or lack thereof, you are attacking the 
very way they view the world, the way their 
mind works.

Rather than tear each other down, we 
should strive to coexist peacefully. Besides, 
life would be boring without diversity. 
Maybe if more people could see atheists 
aren’t amoral troublemakers, and Christians 
aren’t Bible-thumping extremists; if we could 
just see people as people and make opinions 
of each person we meet individually, we 
could start to tear down the walls erected 
between us largely because of ignorance.

And maybe, just maybe, people 
would stop asking why an atheist is an 
atheist with the intention of implying his 
abnormality and ask out of genuine desire 
for information about a mind di� erent from 
theirs. 

It’s limitless how much we could learn 
from each other if we were more open-
minded about views we didn’t share. TAS

Here comes 
the cavalry — 
too little, too late.

In light 
of recent 
violent crimes 
committed on 
campus and the 
surrounding area, 
an interesting 
question has 

continually been 
raised: “Where 
were the police?”

As both a 
friend of law 

enforcement and an aspiring police o�  cer, 
I am in no way belittling the e� orts of our 
campus and city police departments. I’m just 
saying they can’t be everywhere at once.

So where does that leave you, the student? 
Declawed, I’m afraid.

Not too long ago, a friend of mine was 
getting a part time job at a local bar. Her job 
required her to walk downtown late at night 
and return early in the morning. Feeling the 
odds were against her, I took her to the local 
gun store and bought her a can of pepper 
spray. 

A� er instructing her on how to properly 
deploy the spray and when and where it 
is appropriate to do so, I sent her back to 
campus. Not 24 hours had passed when I 
was informed she was told she could not 
possess it and it was classi  ed as a “weapon.” 

According to a resolution passed in 
April  2011 by the rather naive Student 
Government Association against a bill 
allowing students to be armed for the 
purpose of self defense claimed with the 
presence of APSU campus police, “there is 
no need for weapons of any kind to be on 
campus owned by faculty and/or sta� .”

Tell that to the individual who was 
allegedly held at knife point near the 
Memorial Health building last Monday.

As someone whose business was and may 
again be the protection of valued personnel 
in dangerous places, I tend to see things a 
little di� erently than the average person. By 
and large, most college-aged students are 
oblivious to their surroundings. Honestly, 
most students would be easy targets for 
someone who means to do them harm.

 I’m not going to go into a big rant about 
my belief that responsible, competently 
trained students with state-approved conceal 
carry permits should be allowed to possess a 
handgun on campus. 

� at desire does exist, however, as 
shown by the Facebook group “Students 
For Concealed Carry at Austin Peay State 
University.” 

Nor am I going to openly encourage those 
who do not follow policy and carry knives 
and spray to continue doing so. I am simply 
pointing to a gap in personal security le�  
unaddressed for too long.

Our law enforcement o�  cers work 
hard. � ey are all academy-trained and 
state certi  ed. All in all they do a great job 
and make great e� orts to maintain a good 
rapport with the students they are both 
sworn and paid to protect. 

� e Clarksville Police Department and 
Montgomery County Sheri� ’s Department 
have some great guys who I can vouch 
for   rst-hand. But it is not their sole job 
to protect you. You also need to be aware 
of your surroundings and able to protect 
yourself. 

No weapons? No problem. While I do feel 
we have been placed at a disadvantage by 
� awed policy, I can only encourage you to 
contact SGA and complain until changes are 
made. In the meantime, it would behoove 
you to remain aware of your surroundings 
and maintain a sense of vigilance. Travel 
in groups, don’t place yourself in bad 
neighborhoods and use common sense.

A� er all, if there is anything I have learned 
hopping from one hotspot to the next, it is 
the greatest weapon you could ever possess is 
behind your eyes and between your ears. TAS

Weapon policy 
leaves students 
‘declawed’

 ANDY 
WOLF
awolf@my.apsu.edu Religious diversity, freedom 

necessary for brighter future

 TRYNICA DANIELS
tdaniels8@my.apsu.edu

,,

Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, 
or prohibiting the free exercise there of; or abridging the freedom 
of speech, or of the press; or the right of the people peaceably to 
assemble, and to petition the Government for a redress of grievances.”  
— First Amendment of the U.S. Constitution

� e Gay Straight Alliance 
would like to thank � e All 
State and APSU for their work 
toward creating a diverse, safe 
and welcoming campus for all 
students. We also appreciate 
the opportunity to respond to 
Joseph Johnson’s letter in an 
issue of � e All State. 

Jess and I understand the 
concerns stated, and we feel 
we should o� er answers to his 
concerns. � e GSA at APSU 
is not anti-Christian. In fact, 
many of our members and 
supporters identify themselves 
as Christian, regularly attend 
church services and practice 
Christ-like behaviors in their 
day-to-day lives. 

In January, we held an 
event, “Fish Out of Water,” 
to educate the APSU 
community about how 
supporters of lesbian, gay, 
bisexual and transgender 
rights are not anti-religious 
and the bible does not teach 

LGBT people are viewed any 
di� erently by God. 

Additionally, the GSA 
petition against Chick-  l-A 
is not about our opposition 
to the Ten Commandments; 
the GSA simply believes hate 
and prejudice are wrong, 
regardless of the spiritual 
background of the person or 
organization. 

Although we believe Chick-
Fil-A has a right to support 
whatever organizations it 
deems worthy, many of these 
organizations work actively 
to discriminate against and 
harm large groups of people.  

Johnson is correct when 
he says “some” of these 
organizations have done 
good things. However, these 
deeds do not excuse the harm 
they do. � ese organizations 
use “Christianity” to justify 
removing women’s rights, 
promoting racism and one 
organization even uses shock-
therapy experiments to “cure” 
LGBT youth — practices 

similar to those of Adolf 
Hitler’s concentration camps. 

Johnson also asked about 
the work the GSA does 
outside of serving ourselves. 
We are a small organization 
with limited resources, but we 
do   nd time and money to 
put toward worthy causes.  

Last summer and this 
fall, GSA was instrumental 
in bringing “Safe Zone” to 
campus, which is a program 
that taught faculty and sta�  
how to make their o�  ces 
safe places for LGBT students 
who are seeking advice.  Last 
November, the GSA held a 
very successful fundraiser that 
gave more than $600 to the 
Oasis Center, which provides 
support for at-risk youth in 
our community. 

We have also been 
involved in regional HIV/
AIDS awareness and bullying 
prevention events. In addition, 
the GSA co-sponsored 
Condom Day, which 
promoted safe sex for all 

students. 
If given more funding, 

GSA would hold many more 
programs to increase our 
outreach and to do more 
good for all people. To say we 
only serve ourselves is simply 
not true.

Johnson’s letter also 
mentions Manna Café, a local 
charitable organization. Part 
of the campaign initiated by 
concerned APSU students 
is focused on encouraging 
students and faculty to do 
business at Starbucks instead 
of Chick-  l-A.  

We support Starbucks 
because they are pro-
equality and support many 
organizations that actively 
help the community, 
including Manna Café right 
here in Clarksville.  

If people have questions 
about what we do, feel free 
to contact any of us in the 
GSA at gsa.apsu@gmail.com. 
We’re happy to clear up any 
misunderstandings. TAS

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

 RYAN WHIPKEY

CHRISTY WALKER | CARTOONIST
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EVENT CALENDAR

Wednesday, 
March 28

  5 p.m.; 
Wellness 
Class: 
Cycling; 
Foy 220

  6-8 p.m.; 
GPC Boot 
Scootin’ 
Govs; MUC 
Ballroom

Thursday, 
March 29

  11 a.m.-      
2 p.m.; 
Purses and 
Pleasant-
ries; 
African-
American 
Cultural 
Center

  11 a.m.; 
Global 
Govs 
Trinidad 
& Tobago 
Presenta-
tion; MUC 
308

Friday, 
March 30

  8 a.m.-         
3 p.m.; 
Wings for 
Wishes; 
MUC Plaza

Tuesday,  
April 3

  12:15 p.m.; 
Wellness 
Class: 
Healthy 
Eating 
Essentials; 
Foy 202

To submit on- or off -
campus events for future 

Community Calendars, email 
allstatefeatures@apsu.edu.

 By TIFFANY COMER
tcomer@my.apsu.edu 

Post-traumatic stress disorder is a serious affl  iction 
which causes fl ashbacks, stress, anxiety and 

nightmares. 
More and more of our American soldiers, such as local 

Jim Smith, are suff ering from this affl  iction every day, and 
there does not seem to be much help off ered to make them 
better. � e struggles of this affl  iction were becoming too 
much for Smith to bear so he tried to seek help and was told 
an appointment would take at least six weeks.

Smith leads a very busy life as a junior at APSU majoring 
in History, a U.S. Army veteran of 14 years, which included 
three deployments, a husband and a father. Smith served 
as a combat medic with the 101st Airborne Division, 4th 
brigade combat team when he started suff ering with PTSD. 

A few months ago Smith reached a low point in his life. 
“Everything was hopeless and I didn’t see any way out,” he 
said.

In hopes of never dealing with his misery again, Smith 

walked into four lanes of moving traffi  c. 
Smith said he was “desperate,” and putting himself in 

this dangerous situation was the only way to show doctors 
he needed the help he had already tried to seek. After the 
incident Smith was hospitalized. 

While in the hospital Smith was assigned a dog from 
“Hounds 2 Heroes.” � e dog’s name is Kacee and she is a 
2-year-old husky mix, who holds the title of a service dog.  
Kacee underwent 12 weeks of specifi c training with inmates 
from Green River Correctional complex in Central City, 
Ky. � e service is completely free and upon completion of 
training the dogs are deemed service dogs.  

Kacee was able to become a permanent member of 
Smith’s family in December. Smith said, “If I am having a 
nightmare she will wake me up, then turn on the lights. If I 
am starting to have an anxiety attack, she is trained to know 
how to calm me. She helps me in a crowd by drawing my 
attention to her, and she can even fi nd my car for me if I 
forget where I parked it.”

Smith said hospitalization helped, “but it was Kacee who 
rescued me.” TAS

Jim Smith spends time with his Hounds 2 Heroes dog, Kacee. Kacee helps Smith cope with various symptoms of post-traumatic stress disorder, as well as o� ering 
the normal bene� ts of pet ownership. JOSH VAUGHN | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

A soldier’s best friend

 By CONOR SCRUTON
cscruton@my.apsu.edu 

I’ve traveled to quite a few new places 
for this column, as well as some more 
well-known, but I couldn’t call myself a 
true Clarksvillian if I didn’t make at least 
one trip to the Roxy.

� e Roxy Regional � eatre is located at 
100 Franklin St. at the corner of Franklin 
and First Street. 

It dates back to 1912, when it was the 
first movie theatre in Clarksville. After 
several periods of inactivity and two 
fi res, the Roxy was eventually rebuilt and 
reopened in 1983 as Clarksville’s only 
professional theatre.

If you haven’t been to the Roxy before, 

you should make an effort to go in the 
near future. 

Aside from being a true Clarksville 
landmark, it’s one of the biggest hallmarks 
of culture the city has to offer and the 
shows are usually fantastic. 

� ey have operated with a professional 
acting company since 1995, and it shows 
in the quality of their productions.

Having grown up in a theatrical family, 
I was really impressed with how well the 
Roxy produced classical plays, including 
Shakespeare’s “Hamlet” last year and “� e 
Winter’s Tale” this season. 

It isn’t easy to act in these shows — 
nonetheless connect with an audience 
— but the Roxy’s actors pulled them off       
incredibly well.

Even readers not so partial  to 
Shakespeare should look at the Roxy’s 
season, as they always offer an eclectic 
blend of shows. 

In the next month alone, you can see 
a Civil War drama (“The Red Badge of 
Courage”), a Tony award-winning musical 
(“Spring Awakening”), and a stage 
interpretation of a classic children’s show 
(“Schoolhouse Rock Live!”). 

Despite having a legitimate theatre 
company, the Roxy makes a point to off er 
shows to cater to the entire community, 
as well.

A word of advice, though: It’s usually a 
good idea to book tickets ahead of time. 
I tried to go see “Gross Indecency” this 
weekend, as my roommate said the show 

was fantastic. Also, I figured I should 
actually go to the Roxy when I was writing 
about it, even though I had been several 
times before. 

As you may have guessed, the last show 
was sold out by the time I arrived.

The moral of this story is you 
should go to the Roxy’s website at            
roxyregionaltheatre.org and look up their 
season ahead of time. Their calendar 
currently lists all shows through the end 
of the summer, and with the popularity 
of some shows, you can never get your 
tickets too early.

The Roxy is truly a place you have 
to experience while you’re l iving 
in Clarksville, and you won’t  be 
disappointed. TAS

Hounds 2 Heroes dog provides companionship, healing for APSU student, 
Army veteran suff ering from post-traumatic stress disorder

� e Roxy Regional 
� eatre entertains 
Clarksville for a century The Roxy lobby displays the 2012 season’s promotional photos, as well as a guitar ra�  e. 

SUSAN LIBERTADORE | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Etch-A-Sketch gaffe gives company lift
Girl, 6,  trumps reporter in spelling competition
Cat plunges 19 stories from high-rise, walks away

STRANGE HEADLINES

#CONORSTRAVELS

#HOUNDS2HEROES
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APSU celebrates

“Code of Conduct Week”
 Come enjoy 

FREE 

cupcakes and punch  
in the MUC lobby 

TODAY 
11 a.m. - 1 p.m.

Wednesday, March 28th

 Did you know... 
  

  Public Safety maintains a 24-
hour dispatch accessible by phone 
(221-7786) or emergency (911).

l

APSU is an alcohol-free campus.
l

Students may not possess, ignite 
or detonate any explosives, 

fireworks or flammable materials.
l

No form of gambling  
is permitted on campus.

l

Students cannot carry any sort  
of firearms or dangerous 

weapons on campus.
l

Smoking is prohibited in the 
interior of campus, and smokeless 
tobacco can only be used 30 feet 

from all building entrances 
 and exits.

l

Pets (excluding service animals) 
are prohibited on campus.

l

Plagiarism, cheating and 
academic dishonesty in any form 

can lead to suspension  
or expulsion from APSU.

l

Parking in faculty/staff spaces 
is not enforced on days when 

the University is officially closed 
(weekends, holidays, etc.) and not 

enforced from 5 p.m. through  
6 a.m. when school is in session. 

l

Faculty/staff/student spaces 
associated with any on-campus 

faculty/staff/student
      housing, however, are enforced 

on a 24-hour basis.

Student Rights
The Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act 

(FERPA) affords students certain rights with 
respect to their education records.

l

Students have the right to enjoy the 
educational opportunities afforded by the 
University without discrimination because  

of age, race, sex, sexual orientation, disability, 
veterans status or  national origin.

l

Students are entitled to the right of due 
process.

l

 Students have the right to affiliate with 
officially registered student organizations 
if the membership requirements of those 

organizations have been met and the right to 
establish through official procedures additional 

student organizations of their choosing.

Want more info?
Check out  

www.apsu.edu/student-affairs

S.G.A 
ELECTIONS

TODAY 
&

TOMMOROW

VOTE AT
www.apsu.edu

APSU’S GOT  
TALENT

#VAGINAMONOLOGUES   #DANCE
Left/Bottom left: Dance students perform 
in the APSU Sixth Annual Spring Dance 
Concert. PHOTOS BY BRITTNEY SPARN | STAFF 
PHOTOGRAPHER

Bottom right: Students practice on stage during 
“The Vagina Monologues,” produced by the APSU 
Women’s and Gender Studies Program.
Below: Sophomore Engineering major 
Theresa Buttrey reads her part for “The Vagina 
Monologues,” which will take place Wednesday, 
March 28, in Clement Auditorium at 7 p.m.
PHOTOS BY BRANDON CAUTHEN | STAFF 
PHOTOGRAPHER
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EXTRASEXTRASTHIS DAY IN 
HISTORY

MARCH. 28

1990: President 
George 
H.W.  Bush 
posthumously 
awards Jesse 
Owens the 
Congressional 
Gold Medal.

1910: Henri 
Fabre becomes 
the first person 
to fly a seaplane, 
the Fabre 
Hydravion, fter 
taking off a 
water runway 
near Martigues, 
France. 

1802: Heinrich 
Wilhelm 
Matthaus 
Olbers discovers 
2 Pallas, the 
second asteroid 
known to man. 

RANDOM 
FACTS

Most varieties of 
snakes can go 
an entire year 

without eating a 
single morsel of 

food.

An ostrich egg 
would take four 
hours to hard 

boil.

Information from 
OnThisDay and 

Facts app.

DID YOU KNOW ...
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The Office of Disability Services  

presents  

The Annual Kick-off to Celebrate 

Disability Awareness Month 

Monday, April 2, 2012 

 10 a.m. – noon 

Morgan University Center 

Room 303 & 305  

Austin Peay State University  
President Timothy Hall will unveil the  

Disability Awareness Month theme! 
 

Refreshments will be Served and  
a Flyer of Upcoming Events 

 will be distributed. 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

APSU is an AA/EEO. 

Walk-in medical center. 
 

No appointment necessary. 
 

Open Monday-Saturday, 8 a.m.-8 p.m. 
Sunday, 12-6 p.m. 

 
We accept most major insurance plans and  

will help with filing insurance claims. 

 Allergies 
 Minor asthma attacks 
 Colds, flu & fever 
 Cough 
 Dizziness 
 Foreign body removal 
 Insect bites 
 Nausea 
 Minor burns 

 Minor cuts/lacerations 
 Pink eye 
 Rashes 
 Sore throat 
 Strep Throat 
 Sprains 
 Stitches 
 And much more…. 

Additional services: 
 On-Site Lab 
 X-Ray 
 Crutches, Splints, Stitches, Vaccinations 
 Women’s and Men’s Health Services 
 Physicals 

St. Bethlehem Clinic 
2320 Wilma Rudolph Blvd. 
931.645.1564 

Sango Clinic 
2302 Madison Street 

931.245.2400 

www.DrsCare.com 

Sports Perspective: Goodell defends purity of NFL
#SAINTSBOUNTY

According to David El� n of 106.7 the Fan in Washington D.C., 
Gregg Williams put out a $15,000 bounty on former Vikings 
quarterback Brad Johnson during his stint as defensive 
coordinator for the Redskins. ASSOCIATED PRESS

 By TRENT SINGER
tsinger@my.apsu.edu 

As the NFL concluded 
investigations of  the 
Ne w Orleans Saints ’ 
alleged bounty scandal, 
co m m i s s i o n e r  R o g e r 
Goodell was forced to 
ensure bounties would end 
once and for all.

Th e  c o m m i s s i o n e r 
handed out unprecedented 

suspensions and fines, 
suspending former defensive 
coordinator Gregg Williams 
indefi nitely, head coach Sean 
Payton for the entirety of the 
2012 season, assistant head 
coach Joe Vitt for six games 
and general manager Mickey 
Loomis for eight games.

On top of the suspensions, 
the Saints were forced to pay 
the maximum fi ne penalty of 
$500,000 for their actions.

The investigations found 
a bounty system had been 
put in place since the 2009 
season.

Players were awarded 
thousands of dollars to 
injure the opposing team’s 
players and remove them 
from the game.

� roughout the duration 
of the Saints’ bounty 
program, quarterbacks 
such as Kurt Warner, Brett 
Favre and Peyton Manning 
were just a few of the many 
players targeted.

However, this isn’t the 
league’s first exposure to 
bounties.

A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e 
test imonies  of  many 
players, both retired and 
active, bounties have been 
a standing tradition among 
locker rooms throughout 
the NFL.

But Goodell’s decisions 
on Wednesday, March 21, 
sent a message to the rest 
of the teams in the NFL, 
and that message was 
simple: bounties will not be 
tolerated.

Fans of the NFL should all 
take the time out of their day 
and applaud what Goodell 
has done for the sport.

N o t  o n l y  d i d  th e 
commissioner’s sanctions 
show Goodell is aware of the 
importance of player safety, 
it also provided longevity for 
the NFL. Goodell needed 
to punish the Saints for a 
variety of reasons.

Perhaps most importantly, 
he did it to protect the purity 
of the sport.

For players to be paid to 
injure other players would 
be deemed unacceptable in 
any sport, therefore, Goodell 
needed to set the precedent 
in order to see it wouldn’t 

happen again.
In all fairness, the Saints’ 

punishments were rather 
harsh, but after Payton 
and Will iams denied 
allegations of a bounty 
system, the rationale behind 
his sanctions are far more 
understandable.

In an interview with 
NFL Network’s Rich Eisen, 
Goodell spoke specifically 
about player safety.

“I don’t think you can be 
too hard on people that put 
at risk our players’ health 
and safety,” Goodell said.

Since defeating Indy in 
the Super Bowl several years 
ago, “The Big Easy” has 

come under an enormous 
amount of scrutiny. But 
Saints fans, do not worry.

Your team’s fall from grace 
is the prime example of how 
money has such a negative 
impact on the essence of 
sports. To then have the 
audactiy to lie to the league 
about your involvement?

“ Yo u  h a v e  t o  b e 
accountable and responsible 
in the NFL,” Goodell said 
to Adam Schefter in an 
interview on the matter.

S i n c e  b e c o m i n g 
commissioner in September 
2006, Goodell has received 
a tremendous amount of 
criticism from NFL fans 

for being too harsh on 
opposing defenses, often 
acknowledging his support 
for player safety.

In the aftermath of 
the 2012 bounty scandal, 
many of those same fans 
are now siding with the 
commissioner against 
bounties.

Despite its  already 
violent reputation, there is 
absolutely no toleration for 
bounties in the NFL.

For now, Goodell has 
spoken, and for the sake of 
the single-most prized brand 
in professional sports, let’s 
hope the rest of the NFL is 
listening. TAS

« FOLLOW us on Twitter @TheAllState and use 
#TheAllState when sharing or retweeting



 By DANIEL NEWTON
dnewton7@my.apsu.edu 

If the goal of the Lady Govs softball 
team was to keep last weekend’s games 
suspenseful, they were successful.

In a series that featured a walk-
off game-winning hit and an extra-
innings thriller, the Lady Govs were 
able to steal two wins from the visiting 
Morehead State Eagles, winning their 
fi rst series of the year.

� e Lady Govs split their double-
header on Saturday, March 24, 
winning the first game, 2-1, on a 
walk-off  single and losing the second 
game, 4-3, in extra innings. � e fi rst 
game went into the bottom half of the 
seventh inning, tied 1-1. Amy Mills 

started the inning off with a single. 
Courtney Ervin replaced Mills as a 
pinch runner. Ervin stole second to 
move into scoring position, and with 
two outs, Lauren deCastro hit the 
game-winning single up the middle.

In the second game, the Lady Govs 
used a big seventh inning to extend 
the game, scoring two runs to tie it up. 
Unfortunately,  two errors in the top of 
the eighth allowed the Lady Eagles to 
score the go-ahead run.

The rubber match on Sunday, 
March 25, was taken by the Lady 
Govs, 7-3. The Lady Govs jumped 
out to an early 3-0 lead after the fi rst 
inning, but the Lady Eagles rallied to 
tie it up, 3-3. � e Lady Govs used a 
four-run fourth inning to put the game 

out of reach.
� e star for the series for the Lady 

Govs was Lauren deCastro. She 
went 5-of-10 from the plate, batting 
the game-winning run in game one, 
hitting a two-out triple in game two to 
drive in two runs to tie the game in the 
seventh and hitting a home run in the 
fi rst inning of the third game.

Junior Morgan Brewer also 
contributed, picking up two wins over 
the weekend.

The Lady Govs look to continue 
their success Thursday, March 29, 
against Tennessee State at 5 p.m. at 
Cheryl Holt Field. � ey will travel to 
Richmond, Ky. over the weekend to 
play a three-game series against host 
Eastern Kentucky. TAS

#GOLADYGOVS

#LADYGOVSTENNIS

#FINALFOUR
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SCORE BOARD

SOUTH REGION

#1 SEED
KENTUCKY WILDCATS

WEST REGION

#4 SEED
LOUISVILLE CARDINALS

EAST REGION

#2 SEED
OHIO STATE BUCKEYES

MIDWEST REGION

#2 SEED
KANSAS JAYHAWKS

And then there were 4 ...

ALL PHOTOS ASSOCIATED PRESS

 By DANIEL NEWTON
dnewton7@my.apsu.edu 

Kentucky: Talent. Playing in the 
Southeastern Conference did not allow 
Kentucky to portray their talents against the 
strongest competition, but the tournament 
has done otherwise. With superior athletic 
ability at all positions, Kentucky has made 
the tournament look like conference play, 
running teams like Iowa State, Indiana and 
Baylor who have all beaten teams in the fi nal 
four, out of the gym.

Coach John Calipari has this superstar-
loaded team playing great basketball 
together. Combine that with their talent, 
Kentucky is most likely the favorite to win it 
all for most people.

Louisville: Fearless. Rick Pitino’s squad 
does not have the most talent or fl ashiness, 
but they are not afraid of anyone.

Playing in arguably the strongest 
conference, the Big East, Louisville has yet 
to back down against any opponent and 
has carried their momentum from winning 
the Big East tournament all the way to the 
final four, much like last year’s champion 
Connecticut.

Behind tough-nosed defense, constant 
hustle and unselfi sh play, Louisville has made 
it farther than most people expected, but 
their success is no surprise to the Louisville 
squad.

Ohio State: Blossoming. Touted as one of 
the pre-season favorites, the Buckeyes had 
some questionable losses throughout the 

regular season.
The Big 10’s tough and physically 

demanding style of play has been eff ective in 
years past in the tournament, and Ohio State 
has willed their way to the fi nal four behind 
one of the best post-guard combination in 
Jared Sullinger and Aaron Craft as the team 
has fi nally started to live up to its potential.

Kansas: Underrated. After starting the 
season 7-3, many people wrote off  Kansas for 
the season and considered this a rebuilding 
year.

� e Kansas specialty for this year has been 
fi nding ways to win when they are having a 
less than average game, and showing up big 
against good competition.

� eir tough, high-pressured defense has 
kept them in games while the offense has 

sputtered in the tournament, but expect Bill 
Self to have his team prepared to score some 
points in their remaining games.

Prediction: Kentucky is just too talented for 
Louisville. Unless the Kentucky inexperience 
comes heavily into play in this big game, 
expect Kentucky to get by Louisville in a 
hard fought game. I like Kansas against Ohio 
State as long as they stay out of foul trouble 
since they have a very short bench. I like the 
speed of Kansas over Ohio State’s strength, 
which will be a deciding factor.

In a surprise pick, I still stick with Kansas 
over Kentucky as I believe Self ’s coaching 
strategies will constrict Calipari’s more 
talented team in the championship like 
he did four years ago when Kansas beat 
Memphis in a similar scenario. TAS

Four teams remain from the � eld of 68 that gave us two of the biggest upsets in tournament history, a cinderella in Ohio that almost had a David and Goliath 
moment against North Carolina in the sweet 16 and enough nail-biters to give the average college basketball fan a heart attack. In the end, Kentucky, Louisville, 
Ohio State and Kansas remain, pitting the best teams from the four top conferences against each other. Using one word to describe them, here is how each team 

has made it to New Orleans and a suggestion as to how they will fair in the remaining games.

THIS WEEK’S SPORTS 
HOME SCHEDULE

THURSDAY, MARCH 29

Women’s Tennis - 2 p.m.
APSU vs. Murray State

Softball - 5 p.m.
APSU vs. Tennessee State

FRIDAY, MARCH 30

Baseball - 6 p.m.
APSU vs. UT Martin

SATURDAY, MARCH 31

Baseball - 2 p.m.
APSU vs. UT Martin

SUNDAY, APRIL 1

Baseball - 1 p.m.
APSU vs. UT Martin

TUESDAY, APRIL 3

Baseball - 6 p.m.
APSU vs. Belmont

NHL PLAYOFF 
STANDINGS

EASTERN CONF. PTS.

1.) N.Y. Rangers 101
2.) Boston 91
3.) Florida 87
4.) Pittsburgh 100
5.) Philadelphia 96
6.) New Jersey 90
7.) Ottawa 86
8.) Washington 84

9.) Bu� alo 84
10.) Winnipeg 78
11.) Tampa Bay 75
12.) Carolina 75
13.) Toronto 75
14.) N.Y. Islanders 73
15.) Montreal 71

WESTERN CONF. PTS.

1.) St. Louis 103
2.) Vancouver 99
3.) Dallas 87
4.) Nashville 96
5.) Detroit 95
6.) Chicago 92
7.) Phoenix 87
8.) Los Angeles 86

9.) San Jose 86
10.) Colorado 86
11.) Calgary 83
12.) Anaheim 75
13.) Minnesota 72
14.) Edmonton 71
15.) Columbus 55

#GOBATGOVS

The Lady Govs tennis team defeated conference rival Southeast Missouri, 
6-1, at home on Saturday, March 24. Freshman Alison Carre won her match as 
senior Vanja Tomic won her 13th consecutive No. 1 singles match. The team 
will host Murray State this week on Thursday, March 29.
BRITTNEY SPARN | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

After losing to Western Kentucky, 8-12, on Wednesday, March 21, the Bat Govs 
traveled to Southeast Missouri and swept the Redhawks in a three-game 
series, Friday, March 23, through Sunday, March 25. The team will play UT 
Martin this week in another important conference series.
KELSO HOPE | THE ARROW, SOUTHEAST MISSOURI

Lady Govs win 1st series of the season

The Lady Govs will play Tennessee 
State at home this Thursday, March 
29. SUSIE LIBERATORE | STAFF 
PHOTOGRAPHER

Broncos trade Tim Tebow to the Jets
NFL sanctions Saints for bounty scandal

Kentucky, Louisville, Ohio State, Kansas in Final Four

TOP HEADLINES
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