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Hall presents future budget update
By JENELLE GREWELL
Staff Writer

APSU is estimated to have a budget
reduction of $8.5 million in the 200910 school year, according to President
Timothy Hall during the university
budget update for students Wednesday,
Feb, 25.

By TINEA PAYNE
News Editor

Senate Resolution 19 and a new
Web site design were discussed during
the Wednesday, Feb. 25, SGA Senate
meeting.
SR 19, presented by Sen. Jordan
Reid, is an “exploratory resolution”
that would explore the financial
feasibility and legal aspects associated
with the installation of sidewalks along
Marion Street, as defined in the written
legislation.
Sen. Reid said there are no
sidewalks in front of the Dunn
Center. According to the document,
pedestrian travel has “increased due to
the installation of Greek Village,” and
traffic along Marion Street is faster,
posing a hazard to pedestrians.
The legislation states “APSU is
responsible for ensuring the safety of all
its students,” and the lack of sidewalks
“poses a substantial liability burden.”
A formal recommendation would be
sent to the Office of Public Safety to
weigh options of whether the proposal
is feasable.
Sen. Anthony McKay proposed
amending SR 19 to include installing
sidewalks along Robb Avenue. Sen.
Kenny Kennedy suggested Sen. McKay
include the amendment into a new
resolution.
“It’s better to write a whole new
resolution,” Kennedy said. The
amendment failed. SR 19 passed by
majority vote.
The new SGA Web site plans were
presented by SGA President Chris
Drew.
Drew said Sen. Aaron Taylor would
help him with the page and SGA is
open to any ideas.
“It’s everyone’s Web site,” he said.
Holly Lanham was sworn in as
Senator of the College of Arts and
Letters. Currently, two Senate seats
are open in the graduate class, College
of Professional Studies and Social
Sciences and College of Arts and
Letters. F
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Budget briefing

Stephanie Martin | Staff photographer

President Timothy Hall presented a budget update to students
Wednesday, Feb. 25. Hall presented projected losses and what students
and faculty could expect during the 2009-10 school year.

Hall said this budget update was
designed for students to learn about the
current budget circumstances at APSU.
“We are doing this at the present
time because we know a bit more than
we have known in the past, but there
are still some things we don’t know,”
he said.
Hall said the state of Tennessee had
a shortfall of $1 billion in tax revenues
this year.
“This means that the state in
preparing budgets expects a similar
shortfall next year and has, therefore,
required all the state institutions,
including our state universities, to
reduce their budgets due to this loss of
funding.”
Hall said higher education
institutions will be losing around $158
million of normal state revenue.
At APSU, the share of this loss will be
$6.9 million.
Hall said a big loss of money is due
to the low interest rates and APSU is
projected to lose $600,000 this year in
interest and $1 million next year.
“Without spending anything more
or new, our expenses will go up by
$600,000.”
Hall said this increase is accentually
another budget reduction.
He said another cause of APSU
budget loss is due to increasing general
expenses, even though the university
may not add or do more things.
Hall said things that inflate their
expenses from year to year are faculty
being promoted, staff entitled to
pay increase when meeting certain
educational requirements, utilities

increasing in price and scholarships going
up in price.

Stimulus package
Hall said the uncertainty in the exact
budget loss is because of the stimulus
package signed by President Barack
Obama to send money to states to
avoid large budget reductions to state
universities. Tennessee will receive as
much as $350 million to fill the losses,
Hall said.
This funding is meant to be spread out
over two years so this does not increase
tuition or cut services to students. “We
are not sure yet exactly how the state is
going to use this money.”
Hall said Gov. Phil Bredesen is very
anxious that the money will only last two
years, and in two years Tennessee will not
be out of this bad financial situation.
He said Bredesen is concerned the
money will run out, and the state will be
right back to where it is now.
Hall said with this stimulus package
aside, there has always been a discussion
of tuition increase.
Hall said he did not know what this
tuition increase would look like or how it
would even come into practice.
“Even now there is less certainty about
that issue, because now we have this
federal stimulus package, we’re not sure
how much of it is going to flow to the
university, if a great deal of it did, that
would mean we wouldn’t need as much
or perhaps even any tuition increase,” he
said.
Hall said if the $8.5 million budget cut
were in place, it would inevitably affect
students.
“The real question has always been, if
we had to take a cut of that amount, how
will the students bare the loss.”
Hall said the question among leaders
of universities and those in the political
arena is what is the right way for students
to bear the loss.
He said students will bear the loss
See Budget page 2

Dance marathon

SGA Information
Applications

Senate and Executive
Committee applications are
due at 11 a.m., Wednesday,
March 4, in UC room 206.

Senate meeting

The next SGA meeting will be
held 12:20 p.m., Wednesday,
March. 4 in UC room 307.
Mateen sidiq | senior photographer

McMillan discusses
official campaign
Staff Reports

Kim McMillan, executive director
of community and business relations,
officially announced her campaign for
state governor.
McMillan, who announced her
exploratory committee in April 2008,
made it official she would run in 2010.
McMillan said she has received
much support for her campaign. “It’s
tremendous. It had been since I started
the exploratory effort last year.”
For more information, visit www.
kimmcmillan.com F

APSU one of most
diverse colleges in
state
Staff Reports

APSU is one of the state’s most
diverse universities, according to recent
enrollment data.
From Fall 2007 to Fall 2008, APSU’s
black student enrollment increased
9.22 percent and Hispanic student
enrollment increased by 7.24 percent.
In retention of first-time, full-time
freshmen for Fall 2007 to Fall 2008,
retention rate for black students was
68.8 percent.
The Hispanic retention rate was 72.7
percent. Both were greater than the
overall retention rate of 67.6 percent. F

Left: Students dance in a Conga liine during the Dance
Marathon Friday, Feb. 27 in the Foy Fitness Center.
Right: Students face off in a dodgeball game.

Fort Campbell facility to hold open house in March, grand opening in May
By GLORIA ESTRACA
Guest Writer

A $4.5 million project is APSU’s
latest addition to Fort Campbell
and is near completion with an
open house date set for Wednesday,
March 18, according to William
Cox, director of the APSU Center
at Fort Campbell.
Cox said the project for the new
facility began because APSU was
looking to expand and also needed
modern office and classroom space
on Fort Campbell.
APSU faculty and its classrooms
currently reside in the SSG Glenn
H. English Education Center at 202
Bastogne Ave. and are scattered in
other buildings in that area.
The new building will provide
needed office space and additional
classrooms which will bring APSU
on Fort Campbell together.
The new facility is located next to
the education center neighboring
the child development center,
which is also a new building, and
Blanchfield Army Community
Hospital.
“The building design is ecofriendly with the structure of
the building allowing in natural
light, the lights automatically dim
depending on how much natural

light is coming in and much of the
building materials and concrete
blocks are recycled,” said Jeramy
Rust, superintendent of the site.
Rust said construction began in
January 2007, and everything is
scheduled to be complete for the
opening date.
Rust said some of the features of
the building will be 30 offices for
faculty and six classrooms.
It will have two levels with
stairwells on both ends of the
building and an elevator.
On the second floor facing
Bastogne Avenue, there will be a
student common area.
The building will not have a
computer lab but it will have
wireless internet access.
Each classroom is mediaequipped and include a SMART
Board.
APSU administration staff and
the bookstore will remain in the
SSG Glenn H. English Education
Center.
According to Cox, the facility is
scheduled to be fully operational
for Summer III when classes begin
Tuesday, May 26.
APSU Fort Campbell campus
offers five term semesters with
approximately 1500 students per

Susan tomi cheek | staff photographer

President Timothy Hall, Vice President Tristian Denley, APSU Center at Fort
Campbell director William Cox and Carol Clark, executive assistant to the president,
survey the new facility. The scheduled opening date is Tuesday, May 26.

term.
Half of the students are made
up of soldiers and their family
members.
“The new building will be a

visible presence of Austin Peay
on Fort Campbell, and we hope
to keep expanding and growing
to meet the needs of the Fort
Campbell community,” Cox said. F
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Budget: increased tuition, class sizes
Continued from page 1
even through a combination
of increased tuition and loss of
services, such as sitting in a class
of five people larger. “You don’t
get exactly the same kind of
education in a class of 30 as you
do in a class of 20,” Hall said.
Amber Carlile, a freshman
undeclared major, said she
would rather have larger classes
because money is hard to come
by, and she does not want to
drown in student loans.
“APSU is so relatively
small that an increase in class
size won’t really have an
effect. Professors will still be
approachable,” she said.
If, for instance, the

“We are going to be
working very hard at
this university to figure
out ways of doing as
good or better job of
providing first class
education for our
students, without as
much funding.”
Timothy Hall, President

administration does not
increase faculty with the
increase of students, class
sizes will be larger, which will
decrease personal attention the
professors can give to students,
Hall said.
“If professors cannot afford
to give as many assignments,
students will get less feedback.”
he said.
Hall asked, do we get rid of
these services, such as tutoring,
or do we simply increase
tuition?
Colleen Darling, a freshman
art major, said she wouldn’t
mind bigger classes if it meant
saving money because many
courses are set in lecture halls
and auditoriums as it is, and
many would argue a professor
would likely be less driven in a
larger classroom setting.
“It is the professor’s job to
teach and inform, not spoonfeed material,” Darling said. She
said it is the responsibility of the
student to contact the professor
if clarification or help on a
specific topic is needed.
“This university is the most
thinly staffed university in the
Tennessee Board of Regents,”
Hall said. He said one thing the
administration is focusing on
on is dealing with the budget
reduction without undermining
the people needed to serve
students.
Hall said a lot of universities
are either decreasing or staying
stable in enrollment, so these
universities can afford to lay
off faculty and staff. “We are
exactly the opposite situation,”
he said.
Anthony Sulezich, a
sophomore German and
philosophy major, said he
would prefer to not pay more
for tuition. He doesn’t want

to pay extra money and take
out extra loans if it means a
professor can keep his job. He
said larger classes do not bother
him, because he usually learns
by studying rather than in a
classroom anyways.
“If I needed additional help, I
could meet the professor in his
office,” he said.
Hall believes a bad road
to take to reduce budget loss
would be a hiring freeze in
faculty, even though it is the
easiest way to take the loss.
Hall said ways to help deal
with this budget reduction
may or may not include
such strategies as: reducing
operating expenses in student
services, institutional support
and maintenance operations
by 20 percent, freezing staff
and faculty lines, using the
new tuition growth from
fall 2008, using bookstore
profits, temporarily reducing
physical plants transfers
and miscellaneous budget
reductions based on lineby-line review. Other ways
to help reduce budget, Hall
said, include options such as
making the university a greener
university.
“We will be putting together
a group who will help us to
do what we need to be doing,
that is being more efficient
in the way we use the earth’s
resources, and we expect there
will be some savings,” he said.
Another strategy is reducing
the adjunct budget.“We have a
new provost who will help us
spend less money on adjuncts.”
he said.
Another option is reducing
the scope of the custodial
contract at the university.
“If we do that as a university,
empty our own trash or just let
it sit there for a couple of nights,
rather than empty it every night
to save some money,” he said.
In December, TBR voted to
uncap tuition. Hall said before
this vote, students paid up to 12
hours and any hours after were
essentially free.
Hall said the TBR decided to
undo this because of a fairness
issue. Last fall, APSU had a
population of 71 percent fulltime students and 29 percent
part-time. “It is part time
students who have been bearing
the cost of this arrangement,”
he said. With full-time students
taking 15 credit hours per
semester, the cost of their
degrees is $22,104. Hall said the
uncapping of tuition will bring
the price of the degree with,
15 hours per semester, up to
$27,630, an increase of $5,526.
Hall said this is why fulltime students are distressed
by uncapping, which would
increase their tuition by 20
percent. “I don’t see a problem
in paying per credit hour,”
Carlile said. “It seems logical to
me.” However, Hall said parttime students pay $27,630 for
their degrees already and are
left out of some financial aid
options as full-time students.
This disadvantage is what drove

Possible CAMPUS Budget Reductions

$665,000
$250,000
$800,000
$781,000
$438,000
$1,081,000
$283,000
+ $200,000
$4,498,000

Allocate tuition growth from Fall 2008
Reallocate bookstore profits

Frozen staff budget lines
Reduce operating expenses in student services,
institutional support and maintenance and
operations by 20 percent
Miscellaneous budget reductions based on line by
line review
Allocate estimated revenue from fifth Fort
Campbell term

Expected increase in expenses
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Research Forum posters

Total budget reduction
Estimated total

Figures above are attibuted to the Wednesday, Feb. 25, University
Budget Update presentation.

Austin Peay State University crime log includes arrests and dispatch call-ins. As mandated
by Tennessee law, the crime log is updated within 48 hours of an incident and available for
public inspection any time during normal business hours.
10:26 a.m., Feb. 1, Hand Village, alcohol
violation by a minor, arrested: Trevor
M. Obrien, 135 Beauregard Cove,
Adamsville
8:05 a.m., Feb. 2, Castle Heights, theft of
property
12 a.m., Hand Village, theft of property
11:50 p.m., Feb. 5, Dunn Center,
harrassment
6:50 p.m., Feb. 6, Drane and Marion,
driving on suspended license, arrested:
Amanda C. Hagewo, 720 Shadowood
Dr., Nashville
11 p.m., Feb. 6, Killebrew, sexual
battery, arrested: Nathan D. Peppers,
116 Sugar Maple Dr., Dover
12:12 a.m., Feb. 7, Killebrew lot, public
intoxication, alcohol violation by a
minor, arrested: Nathan D. Peppers, 116
Sugar Maple Dr., Dover
3:04 a.m., Feb. 7, Cross Hall lot,
DUI, arrested: Alex J. Brown, 1121
Riverwood Pl., Clarksville
3:07 p.m., Feb. 7, Cross Hall lot,
vandalism
2 a.m., Feb. 8, Sevier/Blount lot,
arrested: Amius J. Smith, 312 Bancroft

The awards for Exemplary Faculty or Exemplary Staff
Member will be presented at the Student Leader Awards
Wednesday, April 22. Nominations for these awards are
now being accepted. The winners will be nominated
and selected by students. For more information, contact
Tammy Bryant at bryantt@apsu.edu or 221-7341, or visit
apsu.edu/student_affairs/award.

Projected loss of interest income for 2009-2010

CAMPUS CRIME LOG

•

Nominations for exemplary faculty and staff

Estimated total budget reductions

Wednesday, Feb. 25, correction: Dustin Kramer, art director, was incorrectly attributed to “The first 100 days”
graphic; Bill Persinger, is the correct spelling in “Student found dead in dorm” staff report.

Ct., Clarksville
2 a.m., Feb. 8, Sevier/Blount lot, assault,
arrested: Nikita D. Tanks, 101 University
Ave., Clarksville
9 a.m., Feb. 10, Eighth Street lot, theft of
property
1:29 p.m., Feb. 11, Sevier lot, theft of
property
10:15 a.m., Feb. 12, Foy Fitness and
Recreation Center, theft of property
7:48 p.m., Feb. 14, Foy Fitness and
Recreation Center, theft of property
4:11 p.m., Feb. 17, Sundquist Sceince
building, violation of order of
protection
1:38 a.m., Feb. 15, Meacham lot,
vandalism
2:07 p.m., Feb. 18, Foy Fitness and
Recreation Center, theft of property
3:15 p.m., Feb. 18, Foy Fitness and
Recreation Center, theft of property
8:19 p.m., Feb. 18, UC, theft of property
6:09 p.m., Feb. 19, UC, theft of property
6:42 p.m., Feb. 22, Foy Fitness and
Recreation Center, vandalism
8:38 a.m., Feb. 23, 8th St. lot, theft of
property

The deadline for all Governors Ambassadors applications
has been extended to Monday, March 16, due to spring
break. Applications are available online and are due along
with letters of recommendation by 4:30 p.m., Monday
March 16. They can be turned in to Ellington Lobby or
e-mailed to Sally Allen at allens@apsu.edu. For more
information contact Allen at 221-7663.

A new Weight Watchers session will begin at APSU once
15 people sign up and pay the fees. The meetings will
be held Wednesdays at 4:30 p.m. in the Foy Fitness and
Recreation Center, room 202, and will last 45 minutes. They
will include a private weigh-in. For more information, visit
apsu.edu/weightwatchers or contact Lynne Yarborough at
221-6844.

Frozen faculty budget lines

the TBR to this discussion.
“Full time students are
essentially getting a discounted
degree that they don’t have to
pay the full cost of, but the cost
is being paid; it is being paid by
our part-time students,” he said.
Hall said part-time students are
paying $5,000 more so full-time
students can have this benefit,
and TBR did not see this as
fair with full-time students also
receiving more financial aid
options.
Sulezich said uncapping of
tuition angers him. “Part-time
students are part-time students
by volition. If a part-time student
doesn’t want to pay an extra
$5,000 for his degree, then he
should study full-time,” he said.
Even though some argue
part-time students may have to
work, it is tough luck, according
to Sulezich.
Hall predicted if the university
uncaps tuition, it would receive
$4 million more. With this
extra money, Hall said the
tuition rates could be reduced
all around, and both part time
and full-time students would
pay the same. “These are very
challenging times,” Hall said. He
thinks higher education leaders,
including himself, understand
the cost of college continues to
rise.
“We are going to be working
very hard at this university to
figure out ways of doing as good
or better a job of providing first
class education for our students,
without as much funding,”
he said. Hall said to make this
burden lighter on the backs of
students, there has to be ways of
doing things differently. He said
the university has a new provost
who has good experience from
his previous institution working
with budget issues.

Governors Ambassadors deadline extended

Weight Watchers sessions

Temporarily reduce Physical Plant transfers

APSU Budget Realities

$1 million
$600,000
+$ 6.9 million
$8.5 million

Community calendar

Hall said there are some
good things in store for APSU.
“We just received, this year,
a $2 million grant from the
government.” He said APSU
will be using this money to
explore ways to provide a good
or better education at a lower
cost. “I have spent more than
a couple nights wide awake
thinking about our budget, but I
think we are well poised to cope
with what is to come,” Hall said.
Carol Clark, executive
assistant to the president, said
these figures indicate possibilities.
“The president and vice
president will continue to look at
the situation and seek input from
different constituencies as they
make these important decisions,”
Clark said.
For more information on the
budget, visit www.apsu.edu/
budget. F

Any undergraduate or graduate students are eligible to
present a research poster at the Fourth Annual Research
Forum from 3 p.m. to 5 p.m., Friday, April 17. Submissions
must contain the title of the poster, an author list and the
first author’s contact information. This information must
be sent to Rebecca Jones at jonesr@apsu.edu by Friday,
March 20. For more information, contact Jones at 2217621.

Korea Exchange Program information session

Students who wish to spend a semester or full year abroad
as an exchange student at Kyungpook National University
in Korea can attend the information session at 1 p.m.,
Friday, March 6, in UC room 305. Scholarships, travel grants
and other financial aid are available. Those in attendance
will receive an APSU International Education T-shirt. For
more information, contact Tina Rousselot de Saint Cerán at
221-6851 or at rousselott@apsu.edu.

Make-A-Wish Foundation Bagel Buckets

Einstein Bros. Bagel Company, located in the UC, is
currently offering Bagel Buckets that include 13 different
bagels. A portion of the sales of these Bagel Buckets will
be donated to the Make-A-Wish Foundation. For more
information, visit Einstein’s or contact Charlie Partain at
221-6515.

Announcing the 2008-2009

Student Organization and Leader Awards
Deadline for all nominations
is Thursday, March 5 at 4 pm
in Student Affairs, MUC 206.
This is an opportunity to recognize outstanding APSU
student leaders and student organizations who excel!
For more information and nomination/applications,
please visit the website at
http://www.apsu.edu/student_affairs/award.htm,
or pick up an award packet
in Student Affairs, MUC 206.
Awards will be presented at the annual Student
Organization and Leader Awards at 6 p.m. on April 22.
Awards will be presented to individual students,
faculty and staff and student organizations.
Award nominations also include
the Exemplary Faculty Member of the Year
and the Exemplary Staff Member of the Year!
Please contact Student Affairs at 221-6570 for more
information, or e-mail bryantt@apsu.edu.
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Our take

APSU students prepare for spring break
Spring break has become much more than
a week free from classes. It has become an
important part of the collegiate lifestyle. Any
college student in the country can explain
the stereotype. We are supposed to go
somewhere warm, sit on a beach, get drunk
and flock to places where stages and speakers
have gathered other college students from
around the country.
We at The All State understand spring
break anticipation because we are looking
forward to some time away from class (and
even the newspaper we love so much) but
we believe it is important to remember the
stigma of spring break.
For decades, parents have looked on
in horror while their college-age children
pile into cars and head south. They know
what we’re doing down there. Drinking
and risky behavior have become such a
common part of spring break that travel
companies frequently advertise trips to
Mexico by emphasizing the drinking age
is 18. StudentSpringBreak.com, a Web site
devoted to reviewing spring break travel
destinations, suggests Amsterdam, calling it a
“pot smoker’s paradise.”
Binge drinking is a common activity for
students on spring break no matter where
they go. The Journal of American College
Health reports men average 18 drinks a day
on spring break, and women average 10.
We’re not saying don’t drink. No one would
listen to that. We’re just saying be safe.

Many spring break destinations report
their highest crime rates during March and
April, when students are out of classes and
living it up on the beach. APSU students
should be careful not to become a statistic so
we can all make it back here safely to finish
out the semester.
The stress of college life can be
overwhelming, and for many students,
spring break is the only time out of school
when we aren’t obligated to be with family.
It is necessary we take this time to be a little
more free than usual. The sun and rum
can help to alleviate stress. But remember,
everything in moderation. Be prepared, be
aware and be responsible.
While spring break mistakes are common,
and commonly discussed, mistakes in the
preparation for spring break are equally
common and seldom talked about. The last
week of school before spring break is packed
with exams and paper deadlines. This can
distract students from properly planning
their vacation.
Be sure to make a checklist of the things
you’ll need. The best way to avoid mistakes
on your trip is to plan ahead, and to know
the risks associated with the most anticipated
break of the college year.
That said, we at TAS hope you have a
relaxing and eventful spring break wherever
you go, but don’t forget our last week of
school before spring break is an important
one, filled with exams and papers to write. F

Beth Turner
Copy Editor

Who wouldn’t want to have class right
across the street from a Mediterranean
beach, feast there every night on kalamata
olives, lamb and calamari, see fiery sunsets
and shady plane trees or realize olive trees
are actually silver and water can actually
be blue?
These are just a few of the wonderful
experiences you could have if you study
abroad in Greece like I did a couple
summers ago.
Those who haven’t gone on a study
abroad trip can’t imagine the experience.
Those who have, hardly knew where to
begin.
Before classes started, some classmates
and I visited Santorini; our hotel clung to
the cliff side, our balcony overlooked the
island’s volcano and hot springs. Classes
began a few days later, and we spent two
weeks by the beach in Chania, Crete,
learning the basics of modern Greek,
such as “Hello” and “How are you”,
“How pretty” “How much is it” and the
ever-important, “Where’s the bathroom.”
By day, we learned, explored and swam;
by night, we drank in the local flavor
of music and dance. Then we were off,
visiting palaces and potter’s shops, hiking
canyons and climbing in hippie caves.
That’s right: hippie caves. The Romans
originally dug them, and centuries later,
hippies lived in them. In Greece, you’ll
learn the country’s history beyond Homer
and Plato as you visit over 40 sites on
Crete and the mainland: some Bronze Age
palaces and Classical temples, but others
Crusader’s castles and modern churches.
I could go on for pages about all the

grand sites and sights of the program,
planned and spontaneous, those I’ll
boast about to grad schools and those I’ll
respectfully decline to put in print. But
these speeches you’ve heard before, with
all the imagery of landscapes and smiles
enticing you from your normal academic
routine. To all the rhetoric about
expanding your horizons and enriching
your life, I’ll add just one idea: scale.
By scale I don’t mean having a fuller
grasp of being merely one person among
the other over six billion, though you’ll
probably feel that a time or two; I mean
finally understanding why we’re supposed
to be so impressed by the buildings,
mountains and oceans in our textbooks.
The temple of Zeus at Olympia, one of
the Seven Wonders of the Ancient World,
has columns that are 7 meters around
and over ten meters high. Cool, but I
don’t have a head for numbers. What I do
understand, now that I’ve been there, is
the columns are as wide as I am tall.
A seal stone used by Bronze Age rulers
had intricate designs on a space of just
a few centimeters. Impressive, but it’s
nothing like staring into a museum display
case with your mouth gawking wide
open and your eyes squinting narrowly
as you desperately try to distinguish the
minuscule etchings in stone originally
carved without magnification.
Scale is probably the most important
idea I brought back with me from Greece.
But studying abroad has something else
you bring back with you, something you
took with you to begin with: your friends.
You can travel after you leave college
and have fun and learn all the things
travelling is supposed to be. But if you
study abroad while you’re here at APSU,
you have those same amazing experiences
with a whole class of friends right there
with you. Friends who you’ll see in the
hallway when you come back, and with
that exclusive group you can share a
glance that says, “Remember that time in
Greece…” (or Italy, or Spain, of Austria,
or …) F
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Students count down
to spring break
Marlon Scott
Editor in Chief

Anyone who claims they are not currently
counting down the days, hours, minutes and
seconds until spring break is lying.
They can claim the recession or the cost
of gas may have taken some of the joy from
whatever normally inexpensive and reckless
traditional plans they had. However, short
of implicit knowledge of imminent demise,
it is virtually impossible for me to believe
any college student, staff or faculty member
is not looking forward to our impending
spring break.
Personally, I can’t wait to get to Panama
City Beach, Fla. After reading the previous
sentence, those who don’t know me are
entertaining visions of me on a white, sandy
beach in a colorful speedo embossed with
a giant “M,” dark and shiny from baby oil,
dancing the conga with my hands on the
swaying hips of a woman I barely know
but who is growing more beautiful as the
day progresses and refreshing beverages
mysteriously disappear.
However, the truth is less disturbing. I will
be visiting my mother and younger sister
who live in Panama City Beach, and together
we will probably celebrate my 34th birthday
at a nice restaurant.
Whether you are 21 and getting ready
to make your debut on television as “extra
number 42” in the background of a beach
party being recorded for some music station,
or a non-traditional student about to spend
a week at home half-naked and well-rested
while your kids still have to go to school, my
point is, we all cherish spring break.
Before spring break was created, diligent,
industrious college students and their

professors worked from January until May
without pause. Drop-out rates were high,
epidemics of dementia broke out and one
of every five teachers physically assaulted
the annoying person in the front row who
had something to say about everything, you
know who I am talking about.
Okay, as a professional journalist, I have
to admit I have no idea what we did before
spring break, and I made up the stuff about
drop out rates, dementia and teachers
smacking around annoying students.
But when you consider the alternative,

“Anyone who claims
they are not currently
counting down the
days, hours, minutes
and seconds until
spring break is lying.”
how can anyone not be relieved to have
a break? It will be a break from classes,
parking, homework, group meetings and the
weird guy who sits in front of you with the
picture of someone’s butt as the wallpaper on
his laptop.
With very few exceptions, we will all work
without regular vacations at some point.
We will learn to endure in order to achieve
whatever goals we deem necessary. It is part
of the reason we are in college.
Until we reach that point, I suggest we
take advantage of the perks. Please place
one hand on your heart and raise the other.
Recite the following: “I can’t wait until
spring break,” and then high-five someone
nearby with your raised hand. Even the evil
professors who schedule tests for the day we
come back have an angel on their shoulders
smiling and counting down …only a couple
more days. F

This week in ridiculous: Frying pans to fire alarms
Jess Nobert

Assistant Perspectives Editor

Emril Lagasse, known for his famous
“Bam!” from his cooking shows, caught
wind of a story before I did. Apparently,
70-year-old Ellen Basinski used one of
her favorite pans to fight off intruders in
her home west of Cleveland, according to
The Associated Press. Basinski was on the
phone with her husband, a local judge,
when her husband heard four teens enter
the house.
Her husband called 911 and she was
fine in the end. But her beloved saucepan
was not so lucky as it was seized as
evidence. Lagasse said he is replacing the

pan, and sending the rest of the cookware
set with it.
The new pots and pans aren’t the
ridiculous part; it’s really the fact a bunch
of teenagers broke into some old people’s
house. Basinski used the 5-quart saucepan
to hit one of the teens as he was going
through her purse.
In the California news, the Santa
Barbara County Sheriff’s Department
arrested this couple from San Francisco in
investigation of kidnapping and extortion.
They allegedly lured a Los Angeles man
to a motel, bound him and put him in
the backseat of a car after they “subdued”
him, according to the AP.
They pulled over for a rest and
California Highway Patrol officers
investigated the car and found the
abducted man. Apparently, the man owed
the couple money for drugs.
Thanks to one of their residents, a
less than dry office welcomed the Santa
Monica Pier Aquarium staff.
The two-spotted octopus, “a tiny female
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known for being curious and gregarious
with visitors, apparently tugged on a valve
that allowed hundreds of gallons of water
to overflow its tank,” according to the AP.
An aquarium spokesman said no sea
life was harmed. The new eco-friendly
floors, however, may not make out so
well.
This guy in Connecticut was so into his
iPod he didn’t know that his house was
on fire until his home security company
called him to see if he was OK. After he
got the call, he ran upstairs to the burning
room and shut the door.
The fire department came and
extinguished the flames that were likely
caused by an “electrical malfunction in
the exercise room,” according to a fire
marshal.
I don’t know I can blame the guy for
not knowing the alarm was going off.
Sometimes, I’m so into my iPod I don’t
know if someone is talking to me, even
if they are sitting right across from me.
But not smelling the smoke? I guess I just

have a really sensitive nose.
By now most of the loyals know that
I’m a huge fan of “Slumdog Millionaire.”
After the Oscars, and the kids went back
to India, “Azharuddin Mohammed,
10, was lifted by his father and paraded
through his Mumbai slum’s streets,”
according to The Sun, a London
newspaper.
After the parade, the boy’s father tried
to further exploit his son by making him
stand outside of the family’s home in the
slum. When the boy refused because he
was exhausted, his father “flew into rage.”
His father “blew his top, slapping
and kicking the child star in front of
neighbors and passers-by as Azharuddin’s
mother begged him to leave the boy
alone.” The abuse lasted less than one
minute.
“Mohammed, who had hoped his son’s
newfound fame would be the family’s
ticket out of the slum, apologized hours
later, saying, ‘I did not know myself for a
minute.’” F
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Higher education
costs continue to rise
Jared Combs

Perspectives Editor

Let’s ‘SHAPE’ up now
Greg Rabidoux
Guest Writer

About two weeks ago, I suggested one
of the most vital criterion we should be
demanding of our future governor was a
commitment second to none when it came
to higher education within Tennessee.
Events since then have only reinforced
the need to ensure we have a savvy,
experienced leader at the helm who can
navigate the choppy waters of politics and
academics in the coming years.
Recently, State Senator Jim Kyle
(D-Memphis) introduced SB 122 (HB
2143), legislation aimed at Streamlining
Higher and Post-secondary Education
(SHAPE) here in Tennessee. In practice
this could mean the consolidation
or merging of our state’s two higher
education goliath governing bodies into
one, prior to their slated target date for
being phased out July 1, 2010.
Okay, so such a union wouldn’t rival
pro football’s merger of sable-fur wearing
Joe Namath’s upstart New York Jets (AFL)
and crew-cut wearing Johnny “U” Unitas’
established Baltimore Colts (NFL) back
in the day. It also wouldn’t bring crowds
to hysterical frenzies as has the merging
of Miley and Hannah on a stage near
you. And it could never touch the once
rumored combination of soda giants Pepsi
and Coke for sheer sizzle power.
However, our own version of the
Celtics’ “Big Three” (the Tennessee Higher
Education Commission, the University
of Tennessee Board of Trustees and the
Tennessee Board of Regents) may, and I
did say may, merge into one someday in
a future not far away. And before you run
in terrified panic to be the first on your
block to get a “UT-Clarksville” hoody to
replace your APSU gear, take a pause that
truly refreshes and consider that such a
move may (there’s that wonderfully noncommittal “may” again) be one bold step
towards an entirely new higher educational
environment here in Tennessee. A
new teaching, learning and governing
environment that may finally place
students and not bureaucracy front and
center in this the 21st century.
But before we get too far ahead of
ourselves, let’s fill in some gaps. First,
promise me wherever this debate takes
any of us over the next year or so, write
in indelible ink the following words on
your forehead: “Student success is our top
priority.” And to be fair, whatever is in
second place is so far behind it could just
as well be all those other golfers who share
the fairway with Tiger Woods.
Now, to those gaps. The state of
Tennessee appropriations was $466
million for the UT Board for 2008-09 and
just under $700 million for the TBR. The
Tennessee Higher Education Commission
or THEC was created in 1967 by the
Tennessee General Assembly to coordinate
the actions of and foster unity between the
two existing higher educational governing
bodies, the UT Board and the TBR. It’s not
like there was no educational legacy prior
to the creation of THEC. UT-Knoxville,
as “orange loyalists” will tell you, was once
called Blount College and was founded
in 1874, a full two years before Tennessee
even became a state. However, THEC
today oversees and regulates 51 public
colleges and universities, numerous
technology centers and approximately
220,000 students at any given time.
About 87 percent of all students enrolled
in public higher education in Tennessee
are drawn from within state. Why is that
so crucial? The relative success or failure of
our ability to educate today’s Tennessean

student is directly tied to the future success
or failure of our great state. And what
is this relative ability to educate tied to?
Studies on higher education governance
and excellence in learning seem to point
to a few consistent factors, such as the
ability never to lose sight of the main
objective. As Dr. Clara Lovett noted in
assessing higher educational trusteeship:
Keep the main thing, preparing students
for success, the main thing. These same
studies also describe a need for assurance
that board bureaucracy does not bog
down collaboration and creativity within
and between institutions of learning
and the identification of a powerful and
meaningful educational mission, and let
the engine of academic freedom be the
vehicle for success. In other words, recent
studies like those conducted by the Texas
Higher Education Coordinating Board
in conjunction with the Ingram Center
for Public Trusteeship and Governance
remind us again of what we were supposed
to write on our collective foreheads not too
long ago: Students, not bureaucrats, come
first. Students, not turf wars, come first.
The needs of Tennesseans, not teachers,
come first.
In commenting on his proposed
legislation, Senator Kyle has said to the
state’s higher education community, “You
bring us [the TN General Assembly] a
model.” Well put. Rather than engage
in any knee-jerk partisan politics or
inflammatory rhetoric on this call to action
we should work towards doing just that,
crafting an educational model Stephen
Covey would say “puts first things first”
and charts a course where educational
attainment becomes as embedded within
the culture of Tennessee as is the spirit
of selfless volunteerism. There are by
my count 49 other states with models
to borrow from with states like Georgia,
Virginia, Wisconsin, New York, Ohio,
Texas and California all offering models
that for different reasons deserve a closer
look.

“The relative
success or failure
of our ability to
educate today’s
Tennessean student
is directly tied to
the future success
or failure of our
great state.”
Higher education in America remains a
big deal. According to the Association of
the Governing Boards of Universities and
Colleges, there are 4,168 accredited degree
granting higher education institutions
in the US, 1712 public colleges and
universities and 2,456 private colleges
and universities, and approximately
16.5 million students currently enrolled.
We owe it to our share of these young
men and women, the average student in
the UT System for example is age 21.8,
who are putting their trust in all of us
within higher education to not let them
down. Even if we have to point to each
other’s forehead from time to time just to
remind us all of what’s at stake. Richard
G. Rhoda, executive director of THEC,
calls it a “tremendously exciting period in
Tennessee higher education” according
to his posting on THEC’s Web page. Let’s
draw on that excitement now to do what is
necessary and wise for all of Tennessee to
the future. F

The economy is adversely affecting Tennessee’s
higher education system, but the economic
stimulus package could keep students from paying
higher tuition during the recession. According to
state Finance Commissioner Dave Goetz, higher
education in Tennessee could receive as much as
$500 million in federal aid over the next two years.
This new money comes from the $3.77 billion
Tennessee will receive of the $787 billion stimulus
package signed by President Barack Obama last
week.
Considering recent state budget cuts to higher
education and the current economic situation, this
is no small development. Many college students
in Tennessee have become accustomed to yearly
tuition increases, which seem to become more
drastic each new fall semester, but according to
Goetz, the language of the stimulus package implies
the newly acquired higher education money is
intended to reduce further tuition increases.
This means the money may not be used for
the advancement of University of Tennessee or
Tennessee Board of Regents campuses. Many
people would expect to see progress in the form
of new buildings, new degree programs and other
tangible results from the $500 million. The question
is: Do we need to have some physical evidence the
$500 million ever existed in two years when the
money dries up?
Personally, I’m glad to see the money go to
what the stimulus package refers to as “fiscal
stabilization.” We don’t need new buildings. We
need lower costs, and money to make up for the
revenue our state has already lost. Many college
students are being left behind by tuition increases,
and it is important we continue to educate the next
generation. After all, that generation will face the
aftermath of the receding economy.
While we all appreciate new buildings and new
programs, excluding that trolley, we need to keep
in mind those buildings and programs cost money.
Two years from now, the $500 million will be gone
and any new programs or facilities the money was
used to construct will still be costing us.
The future of higher education in Tennessee is

still uncertain. Gov. Phill Bredesen has said little
officially about how the stimulus will be used, and
the past of Tennessee higher education has been
discussed even less since the stimulus package was
signed into effect.
I think it’s safe to assume that previous tuition
increases will never be reversed. That would mean
lowering tuition, which just doesn’t happen. There
are things in recent history, however, that seem
unnecessary in light of the new money. The tuition
cap will be removed next semester, and while the
stimulus package gives me hope that the loss of
“free classes” may not be coupled with a drastic
tuition increase, I’m still not sure why the cap has
to go.
It seemed rational enough, considering the
economy, to start charging students for classes
they take above twelve hours. According to USA
Today, Tennessee was facing $900 million in total
budget cuts for 2009, after cutting $58 million from
higher education late in 2008. So yes, under those
circumstances, the credit hour cap removal was
acceptable; but those circumstances don’t account
for the newly signed stimulus package, and the
effects of using the stimulus money to lower tuition
will be much less noticable to students once the cap
is gone.
President Hall presented APSU’s budget
situation at a meeting Wednesday, Feb 25. Hall said
any classes students take above 12 hours will be
discounted, and he presented figures for how much
APSU tuition will change after the cap is removed.
Currently, APSU students pay $2,760 per semester
for 15 hours of classes. After the cap is removed,
that amount will increase $690.
Hall’s plans to reduce the APSU budget by
reducing physical Plant transfers, freezing faculty
and staff hiring and reducing operations such as
student services and maintenance. The changes
seem necessary, and maybe it’s also necessary
to remove the credit hour cap. But that doesn’t
change the fact many college students will struggle
to afford next semester’s tuition.
I understand the need to compensate for APSU
budget shortfalls and state revenue gaps. But you
have to admit: It is ironic the federal government
stepped in to reduce tuition increases, and tuition
for students taking 15 hours a semester will still go
up about 20 percent next semester.
In this case, there are no new buildings or
programs to pay for, but there are also no benefits
to struggling college students who can’t afford
higher education anymore. It will take the state
officials some time to decide how the money is
most needed. Let’s hope they keep students in
mind while they make their decisions. F

Stimulus depends on
optimistic economic future
From The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — President Barack Obama’s
ambitious plans for a new era of big-government
activism depend on a full economic recovery — and
those prospects don’t look good anytime soon.
More grim economic news out Friday, Feb. 27,
means it will be even harder to get the economic
growth that Obama baked into his bold new $3.6
trillion budget.
Just one day after the White House optimistically
forecast a return to solid growth in 2010, the
Commerce Department issued a downward revision
showing the economy shrank 6.2 percent in late 2008
— far more than the 3.2 percent drop in the gross
domestic product previously reported.
It was the worst quarterly showing since early 1982
and the size of the decline caught many economists
by surprise.
It showed the recession was far more severe than
thought at year’s end.
And since conditions have generally worsened
further since then, it was not a good harbinger of the
kind of strong recovery the administration is counting
on.
“We’re in bad shape, very bad shape, and this just
confirms it,” said Mark Zandi, chief economist at
Moody’s Economy.com. “I think the administration
budget is optimistic on growth, especially this year
and 2010. I think it will be tough to get the kind of
growth rates they’re expecting.”
The White House is relying on a relatively fast
return to GDP growth in the range of 4 percent and
above to help boost government revenues to help pay
for the new, more active government role spelled out
in Obama’s first budget.
In a sharp break with policies of the past eight
years, he called for a new, more activist course for
the government in education, health care, energy
and protecting the environment. That’s on top of
federal help for struggling banks, automakers and
homeowners facing foreclosure.
Obama’s budget, unveiled on Thursday, would
increase taxes and limit deductions on affluent
Americans and businesses to help foot the bill.
But if recovery doesn’t materialize as quickly as the
White House has forecast, Obama will be unable to
make good on meeting his spending targets while
also keeping a pledge to try to significantly reduce the
annual deficit — expected to be a staggering $1.75
trillion for 2009 — to $533 billion by the end of his
term. Even a string of congressional victories on his
agenda won’t alter the daunting budget math.
In its budget, the administration predicted the
economy will shrink by 1.2 percent this year but snap
back and grow by a solid 3.2 percent in 2010. That
would be followed by even stronger increases of 4
percent in 2011, 4.6 percent in 2012 and 4.2 percent

in 2013.
By contrast, the consensus of forecasters surveyed
by Blue Chip Economic Indicators this month
predicted the GDP will fall by a larger 1.9 percent this
year and then increase at weaker rates of 2.1 percent
in 2010, 2.9 percent in 2011 and 2012 and 2.8 percent
in 2013.
The administration needs GDP growth in the 4
percent-plus range for successive years to be able to
make its budget math work add up.
It defends its projections as based on a belief the
president’s various recovery steps, including the
recently passed $787 billion economic stimulus bill,
will lead to a fast recovery.
“We certainly are more optimistic (than some
private forecasts), but nothing out of the ballpark,”
said Christina Romer, who heads the president’s
Council of Economic Advisers. And, she noted, the
deepest recessions have often led to the strongest
recoveries.
A surging GDP rebound after the 1981-82
recession preceded President Ronald Reagan’s
landslide re-election in 1984.
Still, Friday’s downward revision in end-of-year
economic activity raised fresh questions about the
administration’s projections.
The Republican National Committee suggested
Obama was relying on overly optimistic assumptions
— a tactic used frequently in the past by presidents of
both parties — in spite of his pledge that his budget
was transparent and gimmick-free.
“Today’s news is yet another reminder that
families and small businesses are hurting during
this recession,” said House Republican Leader
John Boehner of Ohio. He said it was no time “to
take more of their money away to pay for a big
government spending spree.”
Some Democrats expressed unease with the
enormity of the figures. Senate Budget Committee
Chairman Kent Conrad, D-N.D., said he was
“concerned about the long-term buildup of debt,”
especially in the years after Obama’s deficit-reduction
target in 2013, when deficits would begin to rise again.
“I don’t think it goes far enough in a plan to reduce
our long-term debt. So I think that requires additional
work,” Conrad told CNBC.
Is it possible that the White House will be right
and the economy will recover along the time line
projected in Obama’s budget?
“Yes, it’s possible. Do I think it’s probable? No
I don’t. But I don’t think anybody’s forecast is
probable,” said Rob Shapiro, head of the globalization
program at NDN, a Democratic think tank, and
chairman of Sonecon, an economic-consulting firm.
“No one has called this cycle correctly,” Shapiro
said. “Because it is so unlike any other downturn,
economists are legitimately more uncertain about
what its course will be.” F
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Sociology club helps students form opinions
By TANGELIA CANNON
Features Editor

At APSU, there is such an
array of clubs and activities
to chose from that making
the decision of which to
join is unending. However,
for Melissa Gaydick, a
junior sociology major, this
decision was a simple one.
“I began college as a
biology major, but over time
I decided that it wasn’t what
I wanted to do with my life.
I did not want to take the
required chemistry classes,”
Gaydick said.
During her search of other
majors, she came across
sociology and theology,
which she considered.
“I ended up choosing
sociology because I believed

it would be more interesting
than theology, because it
deals with the outlook of
society,” Gaydick said.
Like most sociology
majors, Melissa aspires
to change the world by
making people look at things
differently.
Within the field of
sociology there is an
unending list of careers.
From being a parole officer
or a counselor to working
in government, it is a broad
major that allows several
opportunities in the field.
Unlike physiology, which
deals with individuals,
sociology delves deeper into
the interactions of people,
such as families and other
social groups. The major

requires students to study
either meeting. The multiple
groups of people and how
meeting times is offered to
they interact with others.
help accommodate students’
“We have theories that
schedules,” Gaydick said.
deal with the
Currently,
individual;
there are no
however, we try
requirements
“We want people
to focus on the
to join the club.
to come and enjoy
larger group,”
In fact, students
themselves. Form an
Gaydick said.
opinion and change the of any major
As a junior,
are invited to
world,”
she currently
come and enjoy
Melissa Gaydick, President themselves.
acts as the
of The Sociology Club
sociology club
“I want
president. The
people to come
club meets
out and listen.
Wednesdays from 12:10 to
I believe that people are
1:25 p.m. and Thursdays
informed mostly by what
from 11:10 a.m. to 12:25 p.m. they hear on the news. We
in Clement 137. However,
want to open their eyes with
students are not required to
the facts and help them to
attend both meetings.
inform opinions that apply
“Students can come to
to them and their lives,”

Gaydick said.
She believes coming to
meetings allows people to
network with other students
they might not have known
prior. She encourages those
who are not able to attend to
come to events that are held
by the sociology club.
The sociology club,
which had been dwindling
in membership and
participation, decided with a
new administration coming
in, it would be a good time
for them to start over as a
club.
The sociology club now
has 30 core members, who
are willing and able to come
out and do stuff on campus.
The club is run by its four
officers: Gaydick, president;

Devona Lundy, vice
president; Krystal KissingerHayes, treasurer and Katie
Kyryla, secretary.
“We want people to come
and enjoy themselves. Form
an opinion and change the
world,” Gaydick said. F

APSU Sociology Club
Bake Sale
8 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Friday, March 6, 2009
UC Main Floor Lobby
Come have cookies,
muffins, candy, hot
chocolate, coffee and other
treats and donate to the
sociology club.

SPRING BREAK

Students pack safety, cash for spring break

Graphic by dustin kramer | Art Director

By KEYVIA DAVIS
Guest Writer

Spring break is less than
a week away, and students
are already planning for a
good time.
While some students
prepare to work or go
home, others, including,
Joshua Artis, a senior
communications major,
plan to travel.
“As of right now it’s still
up in the air. I might go
to Puerto Rico with my
cousin, but if not there, I’ll
probably go to Lexington,”
Artis said.
Spring break means many
things for different students.
Freshman political science
major, Rebekah Hunter
believes spring break is an
opportunity to “use all that
time you wanted to skip
class and actually not go

and not feel guilty.”
Others, like Roscoe
Carter, junior health
and wellness promotion
major, see this as a good
opportunity to work and
spend time with loved ones.
“I might be still in
Clarksville working
everyday, and I’ll be
doing something with my
girlfriend,” Carter said.
Melissa Wright, financial
aid assistant, and Sharon
Arnold, account clerk,
suggested spending spring
break volunteering for
organizations like Habitat
for Humanity or taking a
mission trip.
“When I was younger I
went down to New Orleans
to have fun, but now I think
going to do something like
that [volunteering] would
be more worthwhile,”

Arnold said.
Arnold is planning to
take part cleaning the
Appalachian Trail with
the Appalachian Trail
Conservancy. She said it
will be a lot cheaper and
safer than going to the
beach.
Arnold and Wright are
not the only ones concerned
about money and safety.
Many students are also
thinking of ways to save
money and safely have a
good time.
Some students believe
setting a budget is the best
way to save and play.
“Just spend your money
wisely,” Carter said.
“That’s the best way to do
it, just to save up for trips
so you can have fun,” Artis
said.
Kristina Sisk, freshman

business major, proposed
going home to be with
friends and family.
She said a good way to
save money and have a
good time is to throw a
house party.
“When I want to go on
a trip and I don’t have
any money, I usually go
home and visit my family,”
Hunter said.
Hunter and Sisk are likeminded when it comes to
enjoying the break without
breaking the bank.
Though fun is a major
part of spring break, both
faculty and students are
aware of the dangers that
come with spring break.
According to Lantz
Biles, director of public
safety, the biggest danger is
overindulging in alcohol.
He reminded students

that their “capacities are
diminished,” potentially
making them vulnerable as
a good victim.
Because safety while
vacationing is a concern for
college students across the
nation, students gave a few
tips on how to prepare and
protect themselves.
“Always travel in groups;
and if you are old enough to
drink, make sure you never
drink something you leave
sitting down. Just be aware
of your surroundings,”
Artis said.
“Travel with people that
you know are your friends.
People you can count on,”
Wright said.
“Before you do your
travels get the contact
information of the local
consulate or embassy. Have
those numbers and keep

them with you,” Biles said,
in case of a lost passport.
“Keep an eye on your
drink, take your drink with
you to the bathroom, don’t
accept open drinks from
boys and bring pepper
spray,” Sisk said.
“Lock your stuff up.
Don’t carry a whole bunch
of money,” Arnold said.
“Wrap it up,” Stephen
Caldwell, freshman
engineer major, said.
“Don’t go home with
strangers. If you find
something at the bottom of
your drink, don’t eat it to
find out what it is,” Hunter
said.
“College is a good time.
It’s a time when you expect
to have some enjoyment
in life, but it has to be
tempered with caution,”
Biles said. F

Paul Guest reads lies to APSU
About Happiness,” with a
release date scheduled for
Some 50 students gathered
sometime next year.
at the University Center
Guest came into the
on Thursday, Feb. 26, for
auditorium with his assistant,
poet, Paul Guest, to read
who put papers on the table.
from his third book “My
With a plastic stick in his
Index of Slightly Horrifying
mouth, Guest used the rubber
Knowledge.”
tip to move the papers around
Guest, a
into the order he
quadriplegic, is a
wanted.
visiting English
Blas Falconer,
“I would never
Professor from the
a professor of
University of West actually do any of the English at APSU,
things mentioned
Georgia. He is a
who invited Paul
in
these poems; my Guest, placed a
legendary modernmother raised me
day poet who has
cup of water and a
won prizes for his
straw on the table,
better than that.”
work.
which Guest used
Paul Guest, Poet
His first book,
as a resting place
“The Resurrection
for his plastic stick.
of the Body and
Guest read
the Ruin of the
poems requested
World,” won the 2002 New
by students with whom
Issues Prize. His second
he had already became
poetry collection, “Notes for
acquainted.
My Body Double,” won the
After the reading, many
2006 Prairie Schooner Book
students went into the hall to
Prize.
look at Guest’s other books
Guest will be publishing his that were displayed on a table
memoir, “One More Theory
for sale.
By TRISHA WEST
Guest Writer

“It was nice to hear it in
his own voice,” said Lydia
Fleming, an English graduate
student.
Other students such as,
Zach Matteson, an English
graduate student, said hearing
his voice “lends his personality
to the poetry.”
Some students agreed when
Guest read his poetry to them,
they felt as if they had a new
light held over the work.
“When you read it you
don’t get the humor,” said
Tricia Chapman, an English
graduate student.
When asked if he was
writing an autobiography via
poems, Guest said he got “into
the habit of writing only lies.”
For several of the poems he
read to the attentive group of
students and facility, prior to
starting he would say, “And
this one is a lie.”
Once he added, “I would
never actually do any of the
things mentioned in these
poems; my mother raised me
better than that.” F

All PhotoS By Susan Tomi cheek | Staff Photographer

Left: Paul Guest reads parts of his book to about
50 students in the UC.
Top: Guest signed his books for students after the
reading.

6 Extras

THE ALL STATE
WEDNESDAY, MARCH 4, 2009

Sports 7

THE ALL STATE
WEDNESDAY, MARCH 4, 2009

baseball

Govs fall early at Invitational
By TYLER O’DONNELL
Staff Writer

The APSU men’s baseball
team has officially started its
season. Although the team lost
four straight games to Lamar
down in Texas, they picked
up two straight wins over
Tennessee and Cleveland State.
It was the first time the team has
beaten Tennessee since 1987.
However, the Govs then lost to
Ball State Sunday, March 1, by a
wide margin.
With a 2-5 start, there is no
question they have work to do.
It will be interesting watching
this team start hitting the ball
and scoring some runs.
Last week, during the Austin
Peay Invitational, the team
blanked Cleveland State 6-0.
Ryne Harper was on the mound
and threw a gem, pitching seven
innings and only giving up
two hits. He had a live fastball

and a curve that combined to
strikeout four batters. Harper
was one of three pitchers named
Ohio Valley Conference pitcher
of the week.
On offense, the team finally
saw production from its middle
men. Greg Backman went
2-for-3, along with Trey Lucas.
The speedy center fielder Jared
Delong managed to steal a
base and plate in two runs.
Defensively, the team had two
errors, better than the week
before where they had a total of
11 errors in four games against
Lamar.
Like many teams who have
played a handful of games, the
Govs’ errors should cut down.
The win Friday, Feb. 27, showed
progression on the Govs’ part.
In the loss to Ball State, 10-4,
Brooks Hunton was the only
Gov to have more than one hit
and starting pitcher Stephen

Huff gave up seven hits in three
innings of work. Relief pitching
was sketchy.
Gov Pitchers Ricky Marshall
and Daniel Tenholder
combined to give up five runs.
Head coach Gary McClure,
who has coached this team
since 1987, has taken this team
to the NCAA championship
two of the past three years. He
has backed that up with OVC
“coach of the year” honors for
four years.
The team is fairly young, with
only four seniors on the roster.
They are favored to finish third
in the conference as stated by
Rivals.com.
Within the next few weeks,
the Govs face several nonconference opponents. They
face Indiana State at home
Wedneday, March 4 and a
weekend series against Iowa
March 6-8. F

LOIS JONES | PHOTO EDITOR

Junior outfielder Jared DeLong awaits the next pitch. DeLong went 1 of 4 against Ball State.

Pigott describes the trials of officiating sports
Greg Pigott
Guest Writer

I admit it. I used to be “that
guy.” I was the guy in the stands
at sporting events screaming at
the officials.
“Are you blind? You are the
worst ref I’ve ever seen! How
much are they paying you?”
These were all common
phrases for me at every game I
went to and of course, every ref
was the worst I’d ever seen until
the next one came along …

until I tried reffing.
Boy, was I in for a big
surprise. I quickly found out
officiating is a lot harder than it
looks.
I’ll be the first to admit it,
I’ve missed calls and I’ve been
in games with other officials
missing calls. While “the best
officials” up in the stands always
want to help out, believe me
when I tell you, we know when
we miss it.
It doesn’t matter how much
you think you know about a
sport or how good you think
you are at playing it, until you
put the stripes on, you have no
idea how difficult officiating
is. I have asked several people
who are happily officiating from
the stands if they are willing to

officially don the stripes. They
always seem reluctant to put
their “expertise” to practice.
I officiate three sports for the
Tennessee Secondary School
Athletic Association (TSSAA).
If I had time, I would do more.
I love it that much. Most people
have no idea how much officials
like myself literally love sports. I
love every aspect of it, from the
smell of the grass and the warmup music to the coaches, athletic
directors and the great young
men and women that play the
games we all love.
How many other times
in your life are you able to
be sole judge and jury? This
responsibility itself makes
officiating a difficult and
challenging job. Ask yourself

a question as a parent or a fan.
How would you feel if someone
was yelling at your child like
some people holler at officials?
Officials are sometimes
treated like heartless robots. I
have met several young men
and women over the years I
think have the talent to be pretty
good officials. Some of them
have gone on with my urging to
become officials at some levels.
However, others have said,
“there is no way I could take
everyone yelling at me all the
time.” It is funny how we hate
the very things we do to other
people so much.
When I think about abuse to
officials, I always remember the
story of Kenny Wilcoxen. He
was a highly decorated referee

who, in 1994, missed a critical
call in the Illinois state semifinal
football game. Not only was
he humiliated on TV, he was
also reported to the state by the
school and sent hate mail that
said things like “You have no
heart for children.”
These remarks drove
Wilcoxen to attempt suicide.
Although Wilcoxen survived
and has returned to officiating,
it makes me wonder if people
really care about the people
who work their butt off to
call a game. It also makes me
wonder where the spirit of
sportsmanship that is pushed so
hard in this country has gone.
Everyone wants to abuse refs,
but most casual fans are not
informed of the rules enough

to even recognize a good or bad
call when they see it.
There have been nights I
have missed big calls. I have had
trouble sleeping because it hurt
me that I hurt a game. There
have been nights when I would
have given anything to have a
do-over and get a call right.
That’s what the casual fan
seems to misunderstand about
an official. We not only love
sports, we care about the game.
The best officials may not get
every call right, but they put
just as much effort into their
performance as the players do.
People don’t expect a player
to play a perfect game, so it is
completely unrealistic to expect
an official to call a perfect
game.F

Softball
lois jones | photo editor

Sophomore Janea McCoy stands
in position to throw the ball.
The APSU Lady Govs are
currently holding 1-9 record.
They are set to play Wednesday,
March 4 at 4 p.m. against
Lipscomb at home.

College Sports Weekly

Men’s AP top 25

Women’s AP top 25

NCAA Tournament Dates

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
21.
22.
23.
24.
25.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
21.
22.
23.
24.
25.

Men

Connecticut
North Carolina
Pittsburgh
Oklahoma
Memphis
Louisville
Duke
Michigan State
Kansas
Wake Forest
Villanova
LSU
Marquette
Gonzaga
Missouri
Washington
Xavier
Clemson
Purdue
UCLA
Arizona State
Butler
Illinois
Florida State
Syracuse

Connecticut
Stanford
Oklahoma
Maryland
Baylor
Auburn
Louisville
Duke
California
Texas A&M
North Carolina
Florida State
Ohio State
Pittsburgh
Texas
Xavier
South Dakota St.
Arizona State
Tennessee
Norte Dame
Iowa State
Vanderbilt
Iowa State
Virginia
Bowling Green

March 3-7 - OVC Tourney
March 15 - Selection
Sunday
March 19-22 - NCAA First
and Second Rounds
March 26-29 - Sweet
Sixteen and Elite Eight
Round
April 4-6 - Final Four

Women
March 3-7 - OVC Tourney
March 21-24 - NCAA First
and Second Rounds
March 28-31 - Sweet
Sixteen and Elite Eight
Round
April 5-7 - Final Four
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Road to

‘Madness’
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Far Right: Senior Drake Reed drives down
the court.
Top: Senior April Thomas runs the lane.
Above: The Govs huddles before the start
of the game.
Right: Sophomore Ashley Herring leads
the fast break.

Lady Govs finish strong
By TYLER O’DONNELL
Staff Writer

The APSU Lady Govs
basketball team ended the
regular season on a high note
Saturday, Feb. 28. They took
down the Southeast Missouri
Redhawks 80-74 in overtime at
the Dunn Center.
For most of the game, it
seemed as though the Lady
Govs were going to finish the
season with a loss, their sixth
straight.
Instead, they now have
momentum going into the
Ohio Valley Conference
tournament as a fifth seed,
looking to get back into form.
“We now have got
momentum back,” said Lady
Gov Ashley Herring. “I knew
we were going to pull it out in
overtime. The fans helped us
out.”
The beginning of the game
did not look pretty. The Lady
Govs turned the ball over
three consecutive times. The

sloppy play led to a quick 5-0
lead for the Redhawks, who
soon increased that lead to
13-3 by pushing the tempo
and aggressively attacking the
basket.
The Lady Govs got back
in the game by crashing the
boards. They pulled down 42
rebounds, compared to the
Redhawks’ 32.
In her last regular season
game at APSU, senior April
Thomas led the way with 15
rebounds. She also added 22
points to generate her 13th
double-double this season.
Nicole Jamen also had a good
night. She went 8-of-10 from
the floor for 19 points and five
rebounds.
The Lady Govs’ rebounding
efforts produced second-chance
baskets that helped them close
the gap with the Redhawks.
At halftime, they were down
34-28.
The Redhawks would
establish a lead as large as

eight points in the second half.
However, missed free throws,
4-of-10 in the second half, and
nine points from turnovers
allowed the Lady Govs to stay
in the game.
“This was a tough, more
relaxed game,” said Thomas.
“As long as we kept the heat on
them, I knew we would take it.
It kept us excited and hyped up
in overtime.”
It appeared as if the game
was over for the Lady Govs
when Herring missed a
3-pointer with 18 seconds
remaining. But Jamen pulled
down the offensive rebound
and was fouled while putting it
back up.
She converted the 3-point
play by making the ensuing free
throw and cut the Redhawks
lead to one point, 64-65.
The Lady Govs immediately,
fouled on the next Redhawks
possession. Redhawk Bianca
Beck went to the line and made
only one of the two shots. That

gave the Lady Govs another
chance to tie or take the lead.
They headed down the court on
a fast break and Herring made
a terrific feed to Jamen for the
score. Tied at 66, the two teams
went into overtime.
In overtime, the Lady Govs
took over.
With the crowd behind them
and the score tied again 70-70,
the team went on a 9-2 run that
appeared to knock the wind
from beneath the wings of the
Redhawks.
Thomas and Jamen owned
the paint and combined for
10 points in the extra period.
Meanwhile, the Redhawks
continued to struggle at the free
throw line, making only 2-of-5.
“This reminded me of the
last overtime game,” said
Lady Govs head coach Carrie
Daniels. “I knew when we got
the lead, we could pull it out. I
think this is a big momentum
boost heading into Morehead
State on Tuesday.” F

Govs clinch second in OVC tourney
By ANTHONY SHINGLER
Assistant Sports Editor

The APSU Govs basketball
team finished the regular
seasons with an 88-78 win over
Southeast Missouri Saturday,
Feb. 28, in the Dunn Center
to finish in a two-way tie for
second place with Murray State
in the Ohio Valley Conference.
Since the overtime loss to
UT-Martin Thursday, Feb. 5,
the Govs finished the season
winning five of their last seven
games for a 17-12 overall, 13-5
OVC record. SEMO finishes
the season 3-27 and 0-18
in the OVC. With the loss,
SEMO finished the season on
an 18-game losing streak, and
became only the seventh team
in the OVC’s 61-year history of
men’s basketball to finish the
season without a conference
win.
According to APSU Sports

Information, Govs head coach
Dave Loos said, “They have
some guys that can really play
that put some pressure on us at
the end. They were playing with
a blank check out there tonight,
they had nothing to lose.”
The Govs opened the game
by scoring the first nine points.
Never relinquishing control of
the game, they built a 19-point
lead and went into the first half
ahead of the Redhawks 51-35.
Govs senior guard Drake Reed
led the way with 22 of his 33
points in the first half. Wes
Channels chipped in 16.
“Drake Reed and Wes
Channels really came together
tonight, which saved us out on
the floor tonight,” Loos said.
The Govs built their lead to
as much as 22 points twice, the
last coming with 10:04 left in
the game when two free throws
from Gov freshman guard

Anthony Campbell made the
score 74-52.
The Redhawks made an
impressive 10-0 run before
being grounded by the Govs.
The run cut the Govs’ lead to
six, 80-74, with 2:57 remaining,
but the Govs pulled away and
connected eight straight free
throws in the final 92 seconds to
secure the win.
“They played well and just
made some shots out there
which really contested our
lead,” Loos said.
Reed finished with his
seventh double-double of
the season, 33 points and
12 rebounds. It was also his
seventh 30-point game this
season. Channels, who was
recently in a shooting slump,
rediscovered his range to finish
with 26 points and a team-high
six assists. Freshman center
John Fraley made his first career

start. He finished with eight
points and 10 rebounds.
It was also senior night in the
Dunn Center Saturday. Gov
seniors Reed and Kyle Duncan
spent part of their last night on
the court being honored for
their play in a Govs uniform.
Reed departs with several
entries in the Govs record
books. He scored his 1,900th
career point, becoming the
third Gov to pass that mark. He
joined current Govs assistant
coach Charles “Bubba” Wells
and Nick Stapleton with that
distinction and also moved into
fourth place on the all-time
career rebounds list with 767.
Duncan leaves third in
rebounding, scoring, points per
game and assists this season.
With a complete game, he was
best-known as one of the Govs
best defenders. He led the team
with 35 steals this season. F

Lady Govs return to OVC Tourney
Austin Peay Sports Information

Following a one season hiatus, the APSU women’s
basketball team returns to the Ohio Valley Conference
women’s basketball championship when it visits Morehead
State in a 4:30 p.m., Tuesday, Mar. 3, contest at Johnson
Arena. The Lady Govs will have to battle the theory that its
hard to beat a team three times in the same season.
APSU won both regular-season meetings against
Morehead State, the first time it’s won two regular-season
meetings since the 2000-01 season. However, APSU
needed a last-second jumper from sophomore Ashley
Herring to pull out a 60-58 victory in Morehead, Jan. 31.
Austin Peay makes its second OVC women’s basketball
tournament appearance under current head coach Carrie
Daniels. The Lady Govs return after failing to qualify for
the 2008 tournament. In their previous appearance under
Daniels, the Lady Govs lost at Southeast Missouri in the
opening round of the 2007 tournament.
Morehead State is making its four straight OVC tournament appearance and second under current head coach
Mike Bradbury. Last season, the Eagles fell in the opening round at Murray State, the eventual OVC tournament
champion.
Austin Peay claimed the tournament’s fifth seed with an
80-74 overtime victory against Southeast Missouri, Saturday, Feb. 28. The victory ended the Lady Govs five-game
losing streak – their longest this season.
In conference play, the Lady Govs boasted the league’s
second highest-scoring offense, averaging 68.9 points per
OVC outing. Austin Peay made 43 percent of its field goals
– third-best in the league – including 46.3 percent of its
shots inside the three-point line. The Lady Govs have not
relied on a perimeter attack this season, attempting only
24.5 percent of their shots from beyond the three-point arc
– only Tennessee Martin attempted a lower percentage of
shots from outside.
Senior April Thomas has led the Lady Govs down the
stretch, averaging 16.0 points and 11.2 rebounds per game
while making 50 percent of her field goals during the OVC
schedule’s second half. Herring has chipped in, averaging
11.4 points per game during the same stretch and making
41.2 percent of her three-point field goals.

FINAL OVC STandings
www.ovcsports.com
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Women’s Basketball

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

UT Martin
Austin Peay
Murray State
Morehead State
Eastern Kentucky
Tennessee State
Eastern Illinois
Tennessee Tech
Jacksonville State
Southeast Missouri

Murray State
Eastern Illinois
Tennessee State
Morehead State
Austin Peay
Southeast Missouri
Tennessee Tech
Jacksonville State
Eastern Kentucky
UT Martin

