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SGA ‘checks and balances’campus
Adviser Greg Singleton gives breakdown of what makes a ‘Student Government’

President
Acts as “spokesperson” of the •	
student body
A voting member in the President’s •	
Cabinet
Heads executive board meetings•	
Has oversight of SGA •	

Vice President
Oversees Legislative Branch of SGA•	
Primary contact for the Senate•	
Chairs SGA Senate meetings•	
Has oversight of legislation•	

SGA elects new 
freshman, graduate 
senators, reviews 
scheduled meetings

By TINEÁ PAYNE
News Editor

The Fall 2008 Senate election 
results are in as Student Government 

Association ratified 367 votes for the 
freshman and graduate senate seats. 

SGA discussed the Senate elections, 
future events and campus trolley usage 
during the  Wednesday, Sept. 10 Senate 
meeting.

Senate election results

On Friday, Sept. 12, SGA ratified 
367 votes; 345 of the votes were valid. 
Trenton Gaasch, Eric Patton, Shelby 
Price, Jordan Reid and Brianna 

Velazquez won the five freshman seats. 
These candidates were in the top five 

of the nine freshman candidates and 13 
write-in candidates. Alexis Gatson and 
Heather Sayles won the two graduate 
seats among two candidates and three 
write-in candidates. 

Velazquez, 18, who won the most 
student votes in the freshman election 
with 205, said winning the student 
vote was a result of her effort and 
perseverance. 

“It was partially because of my 

persistence to vote. I put a lot of effort 
forth to promote myself and expected 
positive feedback,” Velazquez said. “It 
helped to have people who cared about 
[SGA] help me win the vote.”

She said students make the final 
decision of who represents the student 
body. “It’s a personal choice for 
[students] if they do or don’t want to 
vote,” she said. “Ultimately what [the 
Senate] does affect [students’] college 
experience. It’s their campus too, not 
just ours.”

EC Reports

Secretary Hykeem Craft said 
the public relations committee is 
distributing Peay Pickup posters 
in high-traffic areas across campus 
to promote trolley usage. Craft 
said posters have been posted 
in Kimbrough, Music/Mass 
Communication and Claxton.

See SGA, Page 2

Café Hispánico helps students discover historical roots
Hispanic Cultural 
Center promotes 
heritage through 
geneaology, history 

By JARED COMBS
Assistant News Editor

The Hispanic Cultural Center 
(HCC) hosted Café Hispanico on 
Wednesday, Sept. 10 in Morgan 
University Center room 308. 
Accounting clerk Pat Treviño 
facilitated the open conversation 
about ways to preserve Hispanic 
culture by sharing her own 
genealogy research with students 

who attended the event, entitled 
“Preserving Hispanic Culture in 
a Multi-Cultural Society.”

Treviño promoted genealogy 
research, historical research, 
education and preservation of 
language all as effective means of 
preserving the culture. “I want 
to see Hispanic Americans grow 
and get the respect that they 
deserve,” she said.

Treviño said the program 
was about planting seeds in 
the minds of the students who 
attend. “These students are 
the future of Tennessee, of 
Clarksville and of America.”

Students suggested a range of 
ideas for preserving Hispanic 
culture, from mandatory Spanish 

language education in high 
school to promoting Hispanic 
music and holidays.

Chris Ventura, freshman 
nursing major, said everyone 
should be made aware of 
Hispanic culture. “Sometimes 
people have a very bad 
stereotype of Mexicans,” Ventura 
said.

“I am Mexican, so I know a 
lot about the culture,” said Jorge 
Jimenez, freshman education 
major. 

Jimenez said he is glad the 
HCC hosted the event and 
he plans to attend other Café 
Hispanico events this semester.

The HCC will host two more 
Café Hispanico events this 

semester on Tuesday, Oct. 21 
and Tuesday, Nov. 4. 

The Oct. 21 event is entitled 
“Hispanic Culture with 
Respect to Civic Engagement”. 
“Hopefully we’re going to get 
more students for the next Café, 
but I think the turnout for the 
first one was good,” said Ingrid 
Tua, HCC graduate assistant.

The event was held just five 
days before Hispanic Heritage 
Month, Sept. 15 through Oct. 15. 
The HCC plans to host a number 
of other events on campus 
during this time.

 “It’s a month when we can 
show others what we really are,” 
Tua said.

The HCC will officially 

kick off Hispanic Heritage 
Month with a guest lecture by 
Nashville Symphony conductor 
Giancarlo Guerrero. Guerrero 
will speak at 1 p.m. on Tuesday, 
Sept. 23 in the Music/Mass 
Communication Concert Hall. 
Salsa Night will be held at 8 
p.m. on Friday, Oct. 3 in the 
Foy Fitness Center. The HCC 
will close out Hispanic Heritage 
Month with guest speaker Alina 
Fernandez, daughter of former 
Cuban president Fidel Castro. 
Fernandez will speak at 6 p.m. 
on Thursday, Oct. 16 in the 
MMC Concert Hall.

A complete list of events can 
be found on the HCC homepage 
at http://www.apsu.edu/hcc/.F

Secretary
Records meeting minutes for •	
Executive Committee and Senate 
meetings
Chairs Public Relations Committee•	
Updates Web site and other •	
external communication

Chief Justice
Oversees Judiciary Branch of SGA•	
Has oversight of ratifying elections•	

Executive Branch

Composed of the Student •	
Tribunal, Chief Justice and 
Associate Chief Justice 

Two members participate •	
in the University Hearing 
Board 

Hears general student and •	
parking ticket appeals 

Judiciary Branch

Composed of Senators, Chief Clerk, •	
Parliamentarian and Speaker Pro 
Tempore.
Compose and vote on legislation•	

Legislative Branch

25

3.0

Members in the Senate, composed of 23 undergraduate 
students and two graduate students. Freshman and 
graduate senators are elected during the fall. Other 
classes are elected during the spring.

GPA required to be a member of the Executive 
Committe. Members must have two semesters of 
documented campus organization experience and hold 
an SGA position for two semesters.

Key Terms
Resolution 

Written and/or pending legislation by the Senate.•	
Becomes legislation when passed by Senate vote.•	

Legislation
Body of laws, rules, rulings, regulations, acts, bills, •	
statutes, enactments, ordinances.
Resolutions passed by the Senate.•	
Must be signed by supporting senator, president •	
and associate vice president of student affairs to be 
active.

Referendum
Anything that will impact the student body, •	
particularily finances.
Laws voted entirely by student body.•	
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He also said the PR committee is promoting 
Mudbowl 2008. Information about the event will 
be posted on all SGA campus boards in various 
academic buildings. Craft said the committee is 
looking for more ideas to promote the event.

Vice President Steven Biter 
announced that Mudbowl 
2008 would be held on Oct. 
2 and G.H.O.S.T. would 
be held  Oct. 26. Biter said 
two people are currently on 
the G.H.O.S.T. committee. 
He said he is seeking  three 
senators to participate in the 
committee.

Biter also reminded senators of the Senate 
Training to be held Monday, Sept. 22 and the first 
Senate Lobby Day, scheduled for Tuesday, Sept. 23.

President Chris Drew stated that he was 
impressed with the first two weeks of school and 
mentioned the steady ridership of the Peay Pickup 
trolley. 

Drew said the Housing Office has reported 
to SGA that they have completed the first phase 
of implementing wireless service throughout 
residence halls. Sevier, Blount and Harvill Halls all 
have wireless services costing $90,000.

Drew encouraged attendance of Friday’s 
Lady Govs Soccer Game and the Friday Football 
Frenzy. He also encouraged senators to promote 
student votes for the freshman and graduate Senate 
candidates. F

!

In his program, “Hazed and Confused”, Erle 
Morring openly discusses the mistakes and 
bad choices he and his peers made, both as 
individuals and as group leaders. The lineups, 
the visitations, the spotlight parties, the 
hotboxes, the yelling, and the intimidation. 
In passionately recalling the hazing and the 
deaths of two young men, Erle draws students 
into the experiences that forever changed his 
view of fraternity and the values of college 
life.

When:  September 22nd
Where: Clement Auditorium

Time:    7:00PM

Sponsored by the office of Student 
Life and Leadership

Community Calendar

SEPTEMBER

09/18/08
TOYS Interest Meeting

Theatre Organization for Youth by Students (TOYS), the 
student organization focused on theater for youth, will have 
an interest meeting at 5:30 p.m., Thursday, Sept. 18 in the 
Trahern Greenroom room 236. 

National Hazing Prevention Banner Contest

This is a campus-wide contest to design a banner for National 
Hazing Prevention Week. The contest is open to all student 
organizations. Banners must be a maximum size of 3 feet 
wide and 10 feet long. Banners cannot contain vulgar or 
disparaging words or images. Banners will be judged and 
prizes will be given, including Chartwells gift cards. Banners 
are due at 1:30 p.m.,  Thursday, Sept. 18.

09/19/08
Society for Technical Communication Meeting

Like designing Web pages, laying out page design or writing 
instructions for technology? Then join the Society for 
Technical Communication. A chapter meeting will be held at 
2:30 p.m., Friday, Sept. 19 in Harned Hall room 226.

09/23/08
Kim McMillan to host Library Athenaeum

This fall’s Library Athenaeum program begins at 2 p.m., 
Tuesday, Sept. 23 in Woodward Library. Kim McMillan, 
former state house majority leader and now the executive 
director of community and business relations at APSU will 
speak. McMillan’s presentation is titled, “The Role of Women 
in Leadership in American Politics.” The event is free and 
open to the public.

SGA: future events

Lecture promotes alternate fuels
Chemistry club hopes 
to present biodiesel 
demonstration

By MARSEL GRAY
Online Editor

Chi Epsilon Mu (XEM) is a professional 
interest club that works to develop 
students’ knowledge of chemistry and 
other related fields. XEM is sponsoring 
a “green lecture” on alternative fuels at 6 
p.m. Wednesday, Sept. 17.  

Kim Anderson, president of XEM, 
said, “The purpose of this lecture is to 
inform students about alternative sources 
of fuel such as the hybrid car, propane, 
hydrogen, ethanol, natural gas, methanol 
and biodiesel.  We want to talk about the 
advantages and disadvantages of these 
fuels as well as the chemical processes 
involved.”

Renewable energy is self-sustaining and 
produces a resource of unlimited potential, 
such as the sun. Renewable energy 
produces alternative fuels. 

Alternatives fuels are diverse in their 
quantity and potential.  These fuels range 
from solar and biofuels to tidal and wind 
power. 

In recent years, the desire for renewable 
energy has skyrocketed as multiple factors 
have caused fossil fuel prices to rise. 
Increased awareness of global warming 
and climate change has also made 
renewable energy highly coveted. 

Joseph Schiller, associate professor 
of biology, said, “Americans have 
looked favorably on new technology 
and recognize that [alternative fuels] 
accomplishes lots of their concerns. It 
doesn’t pollute, combats global warming, 
and achieves energy independence.” 
Renewable energy — a diverse 
family

There are popular and well-known 
forms of renewable energy, such as solar 
and wind. Solar and wind power are used 
in many places around the globe. Pulitzer 
Prize nominated journalist Larry West 
reported on About.Com: Enviromental 
isssues  that solar, wind and ocean energy 
are among the top seven renewable energy 
sources.   

Solar power can be used anywhere since 
more it exists in quantities greater than any 
other renewable resource. Wind power 
has been used for centuries in the form 

of windmills. The second most abundant 
renewable energy source is in the form of 
biomass.  

Tidal power, as known as wave power, 
is a largely unused renewable energy. It 
utilizes movement generated by tidal rise 
and fall. 

According to Verdant Power, a 
renewable energy company, tidal power 
is more predictable than solar and wind 
power. As listed on the company’s Web 
site (www.verdantpower.com/) tidal 
power is clean, harmless and simple. 

APSU and biofuels

Biofuels, such as biodiesel, are 
produced from plants and other natural 
biodegradable substances. According 
to Ed Ritchie, an expert in energy and 
transportation tecnologies, claims in a 
recent journal article that biofuels have 
serious potential to revolutionize the 
autmobile industry.

Biofuels work in a very simple manner. 
After products such as food are produced, 
the waste, especially oil and fat, are then 
used to produce biodiesel. Schiller said, 
“Biofuels are now produced also from 
non-food crops, algae and human waste 
trash.”

This could replace fossil fuel usage 
altogether, paving the way for a cleaner 
and nearly unlimited transportation fuel. 

On a local scale, even APSU has 
developed methods of employing 
alternative fuel. 

The sustainable campus fee committee 
works with the president to develop usage 
of renewable energy here on campus. 
Jessica Cameron, a student representative 
of the committee, discussed Chartwells’ 
partnership with APSU for biodiesel. 

Cameron said, “APSU is using cooking 
oil to make biodiesel that will power the 
APSU farm [machinery].” 

The XEM lecture also is planning to 
give a biodiesel demonstration. Anderson 
said, “We hope to have a student, who has 
made biodiesel fuel at his house by using 
regular cooking oil.”  

Criticism and cost

Critics of renewable energy point out 
many factors of why renewable energy is 
both expensive and not a hundred percent 
green. 

Robert Bradley Jr., president of the 
Institute for Energy Research, remarks 
on the various energies’ problems in his 
article “Renewable Energy: Not Cheap, 
Not ‘Green.’” 

Bradley “[draws] criticism from 
leading environmental groups: hydro 
for river habitat destruction, wind 
for avian mortality, solar for desert 
overdevelopment, biomass for air 
emissions and geothermal for depletion 
and toxic discharges.” 

Cost has always been a reason for 
why many people do not incorporate 
renewable energy into their homes. Schiller 
said, “many people may remodel their 
kitchen, and in twenty years do it again, 
when [remodeling a kitchen] is the cost of 
installing a solar panel.”

Renewable energy, alternative fuels and 
recycling will each inch their way into 
life more and more as the world moves 
toward a more eco-friendly environment. 
“We only have one earth so we need to 
take care of it,” said Anderson. 

For more information on green energy 
drop by the Sunquist Science Complex 
room 115 and check out XEM’s lecture.  F

Marsel Gray/oNlINe eDITor

Biodegradable substances, such as the oil produced from vegetables, can be used to 
create biodiesel.

PaTrIck arMsTroNG/PhoTo eDITor

From Left to Right: Eric Patton, Jordan Reid, Brianna Velazquez, Shelby Price and Trenton Gaasch. The 
five freshman seats were filled during last Friday’s ratification of votes. A total of 367 votes were cast.
Velazquez won the most student votes with 205. 

Steven Biter
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Which is the better 
instructor? The actual human 
that lectures in class, engaging 
students through discussion 
and learning material. Or, 
lecture-based classes fully 
online with course material 
ready to read and discussion 
boards for students to post 
ideas and opinions on the 
material covered?

We at The All State have 
noticed the increase in the 
use of online material with 
full semester classes. Online 
courses can mainly be used 
for hybrid classes as a way to 
squeeze a semester class into 
eight weeks.

 Students attended class 
and then proceeded to log 
in to Blackboard, APSU’s 
old version of Desire2Learn 
(D2L). There, they read 
through material that may not 
have been covered in class and 

participated in discussions 
that couldn’t be held in class 
in an online discussion board. 
Now, Blackboard has evolved 
into D2L

TAS wants to note that 
APSU isn’t the only school 
with a growing online 
involvement. According to 
President John F. Ebersole of  
Excelsior College, located in 
Albany, N.Y., the “demand for 
online programs is growing 
rapidly … a Sloan Consortium 
study in October 2007 
reported a 9.7 percent growth 
rate for online enrollment.” 
Online enrollment around the 
country has drawn students 
back to school that normally 
do not have the flexible 
schedules that the younger 
generation does.

APSU has a very noticeable 
non-traditional undergraduate 
enrollment. In 2007, close to 

3,400 students in a near 9,000 
student body were non-trad 
students. Because work, life 
and children can be tough 
responsibilities to tackle, the 
offering of online courses and 
degrees is a welcome breath of 
fresh air. 

TAS has noticed 
the increase in online 
development. With D2L, there 
is a whole new world to enter. 
D2L is easier to access and 
has more interactive online 
discussion boards. From 
our experiences does not 
go offline nearly as much as 
Blackboard did. 

A teacher can send an 
e-mail to every student in 
the class via D2L. This helps 
in eliminating the need to 
keep track of many e-mail 
addresses should the teacher 
need to contact students 
immediately. 

There is no pressure on 
whether or not one needs to 
be in class. By simply coming 
home from work, flicking on 
the computer monitor and 
accessing D2L, students can 
do homework and learn with 
ease. There is no needless rush 
to main campus in order to 
make an evening class and 
then worrying about chores 
that need to be done when 
one gets home. 

There are some issues that 
TAS thinks should be made 
known to all teachers. While 
we support the use of online 
courses to better learning for 
all of the students at APSU, 
their effectiveness needs to be 
monitored. 

While teachers have 
been told to use D2L, there 
remains a question of if they 
have been taught how to use 
the program. The e-mailing 

system is useful in sending out 
messages 95 percent of the 
time, as reported by D2L news 
announcements. But if there is 
a smaller class, what happens 
to the five percent who may 
not get that e-mail? 

Also, D2L has no date 
stamps on announcements of 
when a homework assignment 
or projects are due.

TAS notes that there are 
a few kinks, but with any 
new massive technological 
program there are going to 
be some issues to figure out 
before it can be perfected.

Learning more material 
outside of class and going to 
class keeps students on their 
toes and more responsible in 
keeping up with the material. 
APSU is a rapidly growing 
school. Log on and click to 
keep up with the rapidly 
growing world. F

OUR TAKE

Learning comes with simple click, e-mail, browse

Watch where you step 
because last week Sarah Palin 
broke the glass ceiling into 
a million tiny pieces. She is 

preceded by 
many other 
trailblazers: 
Geraldine 
Ferraro 
who was 
running mate 
to Walter 
Mondale in 
his bid for the 
presidency 
in 1984, 

Madame Speaker of the 
House Nancy Pelosi, 
Condoleezza Rice, Ruth Bader 
Ginsburg, Wyoming’s Nellie 
Tayloe Ross, the first female 
governor in history and most 
recently Hillary Clinton.  

It has been a long time 
coming. These women refused 
to embrace convention. 
Conventionality would have 
killed what they have built. 
Whether you agree with 
the politics of any of the 
aforementioned, respecting 
their achievements is 
tantamount to recognizing an 
important facet of our history 

as a nation: women in politics.
I cannot tell you what a 

great time in our history it is 
to be an American. We will 
either welcome the first black 
president or the first female 
vice president in our history, 
something our forefathers 
may have never even begun 
to imagine. It is exciting 
nonetheless.

An unfair shadow, 
however, is casting a pall 
on this moment. There are 
already comments about 
Palin’s efficacy as a potential 
vice president. The most 
astounding one I came across 
was not her lack of experience; 
this is an argument Obama 
has fought since day one. The 
shocking question floating on 
the net, in blogs and on news 
reports across the country 
and beyond, is whether or not 
she could both be an effective 
mother and hold office.

Excuse me?
Since when does a woman’s 

efficacy in a political office 
or any career have anything 
to do with compromising 
her family? Some might 
take it that I am partial to 

Palin. No, I am partial to 
dramatic history-making 
change and a change that 
recognizes minorities and 
women. Why is it OK for a 
male vice president to take 
a nomination and no one 
question his skill as a father 
or ability to balance his 
appointment and be there 
for his children? We need 
to step outside the idea of 
a conventional family and 
examine the alternative. What 
does the criticism of Sarah 
Palin say for her husband, 
Todd? “Gee, you are a great 
guy and are a good father, but 
sorry, you just won’t do. After 
all you are not a mother.”

These comments set us 
back a hundred years. 

According to the U.S. 
Census Bureau, 16 percent of 
custodial parents are fathers. 
I am sure they will be thrilled 
to know, just as Todd Palin 
would, that their choice to 
parent in a full-time capacity 
is somewhat lacking because 
of their gender. 

Most recently, Bristol 
Palin, daughter of the GOP 
vice presidential candidate, 

announced her pregnancy 
and upcoming marriage.  
This compounded the idea 
for some critics that Sarah 
Palin might be stretching 
herself thin in addition to 
having a special needs child. 
Let me just say from personal 
observation that there are 
women that spend entire days 
in the same house with their 
children and just are not there 
for them. It takes more than 
a constant presence to create 
a family. Perhaps the Palin 
family subscribes to the school 
of thought of “quality, not 
quantity.” It is, by all means, 
a personal choice to pursue a 
career or, on a much grander 
scale, a vice presidency of the 
United States. There are no 
easy choices. Whether you or 
I vote for her or not, I respect 
the honesty and reality in 
which she presents her family 
and life; it is far from spit 
polished and perfect. One 
might say, ordinary.

It is time for candidates that 
are imperfect, for candidates 
that let us know that politics 
and familial status quo are 
not mutually exclusive. I want 

to see a vice president with 
baby spit on her suit and 
teenagers that don’t always 
listen, because that means she 
is just like you and me. This 
particular criticism hit home 
for me personally because I 
have a family. I work hard to 
be everything for everyone, 
but when I sit out to do a 
project, I am the one you 
want on your team, not the 
“Dude, Where’s My Car” guy. 
You want me, the same one 
who can juggle term papers, 
the flu, car repairs, grocery 
shopping and being a team 
player. Someone who says 
motherhood is a weakness or 
that my family suffers because 
I am not there 24 hours a day, 
seven days a week is the same 
critic who doesn’t get to see 
me be the tooth fairy, help 
with school projects and show 
up at sports events. That’s OK; 
the same ones who say Sarah 
Palin can’t do it all are busy 
sweeping up the broken pieces 
of their precious ceiling. F

Sunny 
Peterson

“I’m not convinced we’re 
winning it in Afghanistan,” 
said Adm. Mike Mullen, 

chairman 
of the Joint 
Chiefs of 
Staff, on 
Wenesday,  
Sept. 10. 
The reason, 
as reported 
by The 
New York 
Times, is 

the increasing number 
of militants living in the 
northern Pakistani province 
of Waziristan. 

This is not news. In 
August, 10 French troops 
were killed and 21 wounded 
in an ambush near Kabul, 
and the Indian embassy in 
Kabul was bombed in July, 
killing 41 and injuring 139, 
according to The New York 
Times. Of course, many of 
these attacks come from 
bases inside of or along the 
boarder of Pakistan. 

So, what’s the solution? 
Launch raids into Pakistan 
— an unstable nuclear 
power. It’s a damned if you 
do, damned if you don’t 
situation; much like the 
choice of watching either 
a Brett Ratner movie or 
“Spiderman 3,” the choice is 
bad for all involved. 

So here’s the breakdown. 
According to The 

Washington Post, Sept. 
3, to the surprise of the 
world  — though television 
media largely ignored it 
(thank you Republican 
National Convention) — 
U.S. Navy Seals raided a 
village in Pakistan, killing 
20, including women and 
children. Pakistan leaders 
were pissed. 

Since then there have been 
four attacks in Pakistan, 
all from U.S. missiles, 
according to the BBC. 
Friday Sept. 5, one of these 
two  missiles killed seven 
alleged Taliban fighters in 
one house, while the other 
killed two women and 
three children in another. 
Though deciding to kill 
these militants (and causing 
collateral damage in the 
way) may seem the smart 
thing to do militarily, it’s not 
when itsturning a hesitant 
ally into an enemy.

Pakistan has said it would 
use military force to defend 
its sovereignty. And this 
is not political posturing. 
On Monday, Sept. 15, the 
Pakisatani army fired several 
shots in the air when U.S. 
commandos tried to cross 
the  boarder, as reported by 
the BBC.

In August, CBS News 
posted a series of videos 
from the Taliban which 
showed a major attack on a 

Pakistani base in Waziristan. 
Some 400 militants were 

involved. In the video, the 
Sheikh said, “Our rulers, 
who are agents of America, 
have no moral sense nor are 
they independent enough 
to make an agreement by 
themselves.” 

This attack was during 
Pervez Mushariff’s 
presidency, and was shortly 
before Benzair Bhutto 
was shot by militants. 
Her husband, who is now 
president, is considering 
armed actions to prevent 
land incursions. 

Thus, these attacks could 
radicalize the whole of 
Pakistan and not just a 
remote province. (Did I 
mention Pakistan’s a nuclear 
power?) It’s not as if the 
Pakistani’s aren’t fighting 
these militants. They had 
been pursuing a rigorous 
policy of fighting them 
along the Afghan boarder, 
but on Sept. 1 they halted 
their forces for the month of 
Ramadan.

Well, at least there’s one 
thing to look forward to 
down the road: Warner 
Bros. is re-releasing “The 
Dark Knight” in January.  F

Kyle
Nelson

With the conventions closed, 
the campaigns are afoot. There 
are a lot of you out there who 

have already 
made up your 
minds about 
whom you 
are going to 
vote for. Good 
for you. I am 
hoping you 
have made 
that choice 
based on more 
information 

than just what party he or she is 
in. 

For those of you out there 
who prefer to make an informed 
decision, it is hard to find good 
sources of information to 
base such a weighty decision. 
I certainly hope you do not 
rely solely on the campaign 
commercials. If, for example you 
have the time for network and 
24-hour news source, I applaud 
and abhor you. So what is the 
voting public supposed to do?

The Internet is one source of 
information that has supplied 
us with lies and deceit from 
every corner. Mass e-mails 
have bombarded people with 
information linking Barack 
Obama to terrorist organizations. 
This is not true. He is a Christian. 
What’s more, he came to that 
faith through his own personal 
decision. There is also an e-mail 
being circulated accusing John 
McCain’s running mate Sarah 
Palin of attempting to ban books 
in the city where she served as 
mayor. She did bring the subject 
up in conversation, but she never 
once formally tried to have any 
books banned from circulation.

While there is a good deal of 
false information floating on the 
Internet, don’t be afraid: There 
are good sources as well. I have 
found, to my belief, a source that 
is credible that I shall reveal to 
you all. Before I do, I am going 

to admit that the information 
I provided about those chain 
e-mails comes from this site. 
From what I can gather from the 
site, the information is unbiased. 
Do not, however, let this be the 
only source you research.

  What is this magical site that 
wades through the statements 
that bombard us from every 
direction? Politifact.com. It 
compiles statements that are 

said by and directed at all of 
the candidates in the election. 
It is a service provided by The 
St. Petersburg Times and the 
Congressional Quarterly. It claims 
to be independent news sources 
and from what I have gathered 
from their site, they are. Their 
mission statement provided on 
their Web site will do more to 
explain how it works than I could 
try to do on this page. If you 
would like to see it, go to www.
politifact.com/truth-o-meter/
about/ and check it out.  

This election is too important 
to decide because of one or two 
issues. Our nation is in trouble, 
and the direction we take in this 
election could have a drastic 
impact on where we go in our 
lifetimes. Do something different: 
Check the facts and decide for 
yourself. F

Joseph
Wojtkiewicz

Blazing a trail: Not only is she a politician, but she’s also a capable mother

Pakistan, hesitant ally ready to spring

Delve deeper for facts; 
being informed counts

“It’s hard to find 
good sources 

of information 
to make an 
informed 

decision ... what 
is the voting 

public supposed 
to do?”

Kyle Nelson is a history ma-
jor and columnist. He can 
be reached at kyle.captain-
history@gmail.com.

Joe Wojtkiewicz is a theatre and 
English major. He can be reached 
at jwojtkiewicz@apsu.edu.

Sunny Peterson is a mass com-
munication major. She can be 
reached at speterson16@apsu.
edu.
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Q&A 

By TANYA LUDLOW
Senior Staff Writer

For Sherry Collins, APSU 
is more than a place to get a 
degree. She did receive both 
an undergraduate and a 
graduate degree from APSU, 
but she also met her fiancé, 
alumnus Mike Clark, at a 
freshman event here in 2000. 
After receiving her master’s 
degree in English literature 
in 2008, she began work as 
a secretary in the languages 
and literature department. 
And on Saturday, Sept. 13, a 
bright summer day, she and 
Clark were married in front 
of Harned Hall. Although 
many students might balk 
at the prospect of having 

their nuptials at a place 
where they labored over 
tests, papers and lectures, 
for Collins, the reason she 
and Clark picked APSU 
was simple: “I chose Austin 
Peay because we met here,” 
Collins said.    

Collins also cites the 
close relationship she has 
developed with faculty 
members and students as a 
reason she decided to have 
her wedding in front of 
Harned Hall, which houses 
the languages and literature 
department. 

“I’m really close to a 
lot of the faculty,” Collins 
said, “I feel at home in 
the English department.” 

Barry Kitterman, professor 
of English and creative 
writing, officiated the 
wedding, and several other 
faculty members were also 
present. Professor of English 
Mickey Wadia played 
the guitar, while maid of 
honor and graduate student 
Alexis Alexander, and 
undergraduate senior Sienna 
Finney sang in honor of the 
occasion. 

“Almost all of my 
wedding party either attends 
or went to Austin Peay,” 
Collins said.  

Collins’s close friends, 
graduate student Zachary 
Matteson and alumna Kelsey 
Foster made 1,000 paper 

cranes for Collins and Clark. 
Matteson said that cranes 
are a symbol of longevity, 
fidelity and happiness in East 
Asia. He wrote and read a 
poem for the couple titled, 
“Parable of the Crane.” 

As the ceremony ended 
and guests filtered towards 
the reception held in the 
MUC, Associate Professor 
of English Arthur Eaves 
remarked on how he would 
like to see more events like 
this, events that elevate 
APSU from an institution of 
higher learning to something 
more profound. 

“This is what I want 
Austin Peay to be,” Eaves 
said. “A community.” F

APSU alumni tie the knot

with

SGA
SGA President Chris Drew speaks with students at an event.  SGA Vice President Steven Biter speaks at the Friday Football Frenzy

Newlyweds Mike and Sherry Clark smile after their ceremony.
Contributed photo

By TANGELIA CANNON
Staff Writer

With tests and papers due, and 
activities going on all over campus, 
it might seem impossible to try and 
be the voice of the entire student 
population. However, as officers 
in the Student Government 
Association, President Chris Drew 
and Vice President Steven Biter 
continually stay busy in order to 
keep up with the demands of their 
positions, while still attending 
classes and making good grades. 

The following Q&A dives into 
the minds and lives of the men 
elected to be the voice of students 
at APSU.

Q     What made you decide to  
run for SGA office?

Drew:   The Student Government 
Association’s purpose is to 
be the voice of all students.  
The experiences I have had 
since my freshman year 
helped me understand 
the university better and 
the potential I see in what 
APSU needs to do to take 
that next step. Thus, my 
passion of working to 
make the quality of life 
here at APSU better for all 
students through being an 
elected SGA representative 
has given me ample 
opportunity to strive to be 
the voice of students. 

Biter:     I believe that as the 
university is moving 
toward progressive change 
and increased growth, it is 
imperative to have a leader 
for the student body who 
has experience dealing not 
only with the university, 
but with the Clarksville 
community as a whole.  
After serving diligently as 
the freshman class chair 
and parliamentarian for 
SGA, I felt that I was 
ready to lead the Student 
Government Association 
towards its effort to 
empower all APSU 
students.

Q      What is your favorite 
part about being in an 
executive position in 
SGA?

Drew:  The experience of 
deciding the future of the 
university has given me the 
opportunity to critically 
think of what is in the best 
interest of the university 

and of future students. 

Biter:   Being able to work with 
university administration 
to help students deal with 
issues they are having on 
campus.

Q    What is the most stressful 
part?

Drew:  Having to prioritize tasks 
and goals becomes stressful 
when there are so many 
initiatives in progress, on 
top of trying to be a full 
time student and active 
student in organizations 
and events.

Biter:   Without a doubt, time 
management is the most 
stressful part of being SGA 
vice president.

Q     What has been the biggest 
issue that you have had to 
deal with as president and 
vice president?

Drew:  Understanding the 
role of SGA president 
was my biggest hurdle. 
Catching up from the 
accomplishments of last 
year and understanding the 
state of the campus for this 
academic year consumed 
a lot of my focus this 
summer.

Biter:   I have been working 
with the rest of the SGA 
Executive Committee 
and our advisor, Dean of 
Students Greg Singleton, 
since last summer to 
coordinate programming 
for the various events that 
SGA sponsors throughout 
the year including Friday 
Night Fun, Mud Bowl, 
G.H.O.S.T. and more.

Q    What do you think is the 
biggest problem students 
will face this year?

Drew:  The biggest challenge 
for any college student is 
feeling connected to their 
university.  However, I 
believe APSU has ample 
opportunities for its 
students to find their 
connection whether it 
be their faculty and staff, 
campus organizations, 
residence halls, etc.

Biter:   I think that even though 
conditions are improving, 
the parking situation on 

campus will continue to be 
the number one concern 
on the minds of students at 
Austin Peay.

Q    What do you hope to 
accomplish before leaving 
office?

Drew:  Before leaving office, I will 
make sure that I transition 
the new SGA president 
properly because I feel it 
will be the most important 
contribution I can give 
back. Learning is always 
important in any leadership 
role, but having a clear 
understanding of the 
previous president’s actions 
will help give consistency 
in making sure SGA is the 
voice of all students.

Biter:    Before leaving office, I 
would like to continue to 
establish myself as someone 
who the student body can 
feel comfortable coming 
to with any issues that are 
affecting them on campus.  
I feel that accomplishing 
this will prepare me for the 
next role that I would like 
to serve in at APSU, as SGA 
president.  

Q     Is there anything you want 
students to know about 
your positions that they 
don’t actually get to see?

Drew:  Being SGA president is a 
full time commitment over 
everything else. The SGA 
president sits on countless 
committees, making sure 
student voices are being 
represented as best as 
possible. 

Biter:    The one factor that I think 
is many times overlooked 
by campus is the amount of 
time we put in, often times 
late into the night, to fulfill 
our duties as SGA officers.

Q     What advice would you 
give students who are 
interested in running for 
student office?

Drew:  Running for any SGA 
office is a commitment to 
advocating the student’s 
voice and concerns over 
the quality of life at APSU.  
The experience of time 
management, proposal 
planning and business 
etiquette give you the kind 
experience that could never 

be truly experienced in a 
classroom.

Biter:    I would tell that student 
to make sure to make 
connections early. The 
friends that I made, really 
the first week of classes, 
were the ones that are my 
closest now and are the 
ones who pushed me and 
supported me as I ran for 
office.

Q   What is your major? 

Drew:  Business finance is my 
major.  I enjoy taking 
leadership and accounting 
classes as well.

Biter:    I am currently double-
majoring in political 
science and corporate 
communications.

Q     What do you plan to do 
after college? 

Drew:  I plan on attending 
graduate school for a 
master’s degree in the field 
of business and/or law.  
International business and 
the understanding of the 
laws that apply to it will 
be my goal in educational 
preparation for my career 
after APSU.

Biter:  Upon graduating from 
APSU, I plan to attend 
the University of Texas 
to complete my master’s 
degree in sport management 
and my Juris Doctor at the 
UT School of Law so that 
I will be prepared for my 
future career in football 
operations at a major 
university.

Q    What kind of impact do 
you feel the Clarksville 
community has on APSU?

Drew:  Everyone at APSU 
believes that the Clarksville 
community is the biggest 
supporter of our state 
university. I believe 
strengthening the out of 
classroom experience for 
every major is crucial to 
a student’s experience. 
Service learning in the 
community is becoming a 
very popular initiative on 
college campuses. APSU 
and Clarksville should 
embrace this concept 
together to provide the 

best possible experience for 
APSU students and meet 
the community needs.

Q      What do you like to do in 
your spare time? 

Drew:  I enjoy eating grilled 
hamburgers while 
watching college football 
and basketball with my 
fraternity brothers. 

Biter:   During my spare time, I 
am a student football coach 
here at APSU working with 
the offensive line under 
Assistant Head Coach 
Steve Haywood. I also 
enjoy spending time with 
my brothers in the Alpha 
Tau Omega fraternity on 
campus and visiting the 
Life Skills class at Clarksville 
High School whenever I 
have the time.  

Q      What is your favorite book 
or movie? Why?

Drew:   My favorite movie 
would have to be either 
“Grandma’s Boy” or 
“Office Space.” Both offer 
much-needed comical 
relief.

Biter:  My favorite book is “One 
Heartbeat” by Mack Brown.  
Coach Brown really cares 
about his players and has 
many attributes that I would 
like to attain in my future 
endeavors. My favorite 
movie is “Jerry Maguire.”  
I have seen it at least 200 
times.  

Q     Are you involved in any 
extra-curricular activities? 

Drew:  Sigma Phi Epsilon, 
Alpha Kappa Psi and the 
Tennessee Intercollegiate 
State Legislature are the 
organizations that I give 
the most time to outside of 
class.

Biter:  As I stated before, I am a 
student assistant football 
coach at APSU and I 
serve as vice president of 
the Alpha Tau Omega 
fraternity, and I am a peer 
mentor for an APSU 1000 
class. Additionally, I am 
involved in Champions for 
Christ, Pre-Law Society, 
College Republicans and 
AVID tutoring at Clarksville 
High School. F

Mateen Sidiq/Senior photographer LoiS JoneS/Senior photographer
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By KIMBERLY SHUEL
Staff Writer

The love of studying 
society and basic social 
issues has brought a group 
of APSU students and 
faculty closer together. 
The new Sociology Club is 
finding itself growing from 

a mere idea to a full fledged 
club. The club, overseen by 
Tucker Brown, assistant 
professor of sociology, is 
for students interested in 
working in and with the 
community to research and 
possibly solve different social 
problems. 

The Sociology Club was 
officially recognized in the 
spring. Even though it is 
a new club, it has already 
grown with members and 
ideas. 

During spring semester 
the club held a winter 
clothing drive. In addition, 
they plan to hold many 
different sociology-related 
events on campus such as 
sponsoring movie nights 
and bringing in speakers.

According to the 
Sociology Club’s 
constitution, its purpose is 
“to promote the application 
of sociological principles 
and study, participation in 
university activities, and to 
assist students of sociology 
and other disciplines in the 
achievement of scholastic 
goals.”

“We probably have about 

15 to 20 members,” said 
Brown. Although most 
members are sociology 
majors, entrance into 
the club is not limited to 
sociology majors. 

As found in the club’s 
constitution, “Membership 
will be voluntary and can 
be obtained by presenting 
a request for membership 
at any regularly scheduled 
meeting.” 

According to Brown, the 
club could make a great 
tool for those who enjoy 
studying society even if they 
are planning a career in 
different areas. 

“[Members will] develop 
discussions about how 
things are sociologically 
relevant and make contact 
with the community,” said 
Brown. 

This knowledge could 
also lead to great job 
opportunities for club 
members, especially those 
who are sociology majors. 

For more information 
on the Sociology Club, 
students can contact Brown 
at brownt@apsu.edu or by 
phone at 221-7725. F

New club examines society

By JOSEPH WEOJTKIEWICZ
Guest Writer

I’m a music snob. I used to have 
a problem admitting this fact, but 
over the course of the last few years 
I have become comfortable with it.  
In fact, I am writing this column to 
celebrate this fact. I will be doing 
these periodically to talk about 
artists who never really reached the 
mainstream awareness I think they 
deserve. There might even be a 
few of you who are aware of them. 
You can read this and take pride in 
the fact that you, too, are a music 
snob. Trust me it’s nothing to be 
ashamed of.

The first artist I want to put out 
there is one that quite a few of 
you probably might already know 
about. Jeff Buckley released one 

album in his tragically short life, 
but it’s one that stands on its own 
as a classic. “Grace” was released 
in August of 1994 to amass critical 
acclaim and large international 
success, but the album failed to 
garner much attention in the 
United States. It gained him 
the prestigious “Grand Prix 
International Du Disque” from 
L’Académie Charles Cros in 1995– 
this is an award given out annually 
in France. Previous winners 
include Bob Dylan, Leonard 
Cohen and Bruce Springsteen 
among many others.  

The album has been considered 
by many to be a pivotal work in 
modern music and it’s hard to 
disagree. In a time when musicians 
are putting out albums with 

maybe one worthwhile song on 
them, “Grace” is a compilation 
of 10 amazing tracks that include 
seven original songs and three 
of the most amazing covers in 
music history. It is a mixture of 
haunting ballads and strong rock 
compositions. The most popular 
of the covers is Buckley’s amazing 
version of Leonard Cohen’s 
“Hallelujah”, this version was 
ranked in Rolling Stone Magazine’s 
500 Greatest Songs List in 2004. It 
was also recently number one on 
Billboard’s digital download list 
after a performance on American 
Idol.  In addition to this song, there 
is my favorite original, “Lover, 
You Should Have Come Over.” 
This wonderfully layered song is a 
must have for any romantic dinner 

playlist. I think that anyone who 
doesn’t own this CD is missing 
an integral part of any music 
collection.

Tragically, on May 29, 1997, 
Buckley waded into the Mississippi 
River in Memphis, Tenn. and was 
never seen alive again. His body 
was found six days later and he 
was memorialized in the same 
church his father was mourned at 
early in Buckley’s life. At 31 years 
of age, Buckley left the world with 
more than most artists on the radio 
could ever hope to.   

If you buy “Grace” and want 
more, we are fortunate that he 
was in the process of recording his 
sophomore album in Memphis at 
the time of his death. These tracks 
and several demos were released as 

a double CD set “Sketches for My 
Sweetheart the Drunk” in 1998.  
This is one that should also be 
treasured.

I hope that this article will not go 
unnoticed and I have encouraged 
some of you to hop on your 
favorite music site and give it a 
listen.  

If you are looking for a few 
tracks to sample I have some 
suggestions. From “Grace” I 
recommend, “Hallelujah,” “Lover, 
You Should Have Come Over,” 
“Last Goodbye” and “Eternal Life.”  
If you want to move on to songs 
from “Sketches for My Sweetheart 
the Drunk” listen to “Everybody 
Here Wants You,” and “Morning 
Theft.” There are also hours of live 
performances to choose from. F

Jeff Buckley’s fame not deterred by death

By AIMEE T. REYES
Features Editor

On Saturday, Sept. 12,Tyler Perry’s movie 
“The Family that Preys” was released in 
theaters. Having seen several of his movies, 
and liking them all (mostly due to Madea’s 

trash-talking, gun-wielding antics) I decided 
to go see it in theaters instead of waiting 
for it to come out on DVD. I’ve made a 
recent string of bad choices when it comes 
to picking movies (e.g. “Stepbrothers” and 

“Tropic Thunder”), but since I’ve liked every 
Perry movie I’ve seen I thought it would be 
safe spending my money to see this one. 

The movie begins with a wedding. From 
the start, it’s evident this is a movie about 
the tension that occurs when members of 
different races and classes interact. 

Almost every character in the movie has 
a bad side that keeps the viewer from really 
liking any of them. The only character to 
maintain her good attitude throughout 
the entire film is the saintly black matron, 
Alice Pratt (played by Alfre Woodard). 
Pratt endures insults and abuse from her 
daughter Andrea, whose greediness and 
ungratefulness are apparent from the very 
beginning.  

While I enjoyed the arsenic-laced banter 
that goes on between the various characters, 
(be prepared to be repeatedly shocked at 
the amount of hateful words being thrown 
around) I found the extreme harshness of it 
all a bit unbelievable. Most of the characters 
were so rude and cruel to each other it made 
it hard to accept the fact that they were part 
of the same family. 

Charlotte Cartwright (played by Kathy 
Bates) is the wealthy white matron of the 
story.  Her character rapidly shifts from 
being loving towards Pratt, her long-time 

friend, to being downright hateful towards 
her son William and William’s wife, Jillian. 
William himself is the least likable character 
of the story; his wandering eyes and lust for 
power stay strong throughout the film and 
are directly responsible for the trouble he 
eventually finds himself in. 

Woven throughout the main story of 
greed and deceit is the small thread of 
humor and friendship found between Ms. 
Cartwright and Ms. Pratt. However, its 
beauty seems out of place when intermingled 
with the high level of drama and hate found 
throughout the rest of the film. 

I will say that Perry does a fantastic job 
of leading his audience to the moral of the 
story. 

His characters say the horrible things 
people often times think but would never 
say out loud. Their actions are overblown at 
times to show the sad hilarity of the old ideas 
we hold on to. 

The main thing to get from Perry’s 
movie is that people hurt each other, and 
oftentimes, the people who hurt us most are 
those who are closest to us. 

If anything, the movie helped me to 
appreciate my own family more and to 
remember the awesome power words have 
over us and those around us. F 

‘Preys’ for Tyler Perry’s depiction of race, class conflict 
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ComicsTHE ALL STATE
PAGE 6; WEDNESDAY, SEPT. 17, 2008



Sports THE ALL STATE
PAGE 7; WEDNESDAY, SEPT. 17, 2008

By DEVON ROBINSON
Sports Editor

For the second year in 
row, the APSU football team 
fell to the Gardner-Webb 
Bulldogs, but this time, the 
score wasn’t as close. The 
Bulldogs controlled both 
sides of the ball for the Govs’ 
first home loss of the season, 
31-15, on Saturday, Sept. 13.

The Bulldogs caused quite 
a bit of trouble for the Govs, 
but the Govs didn’t help 
matters with struggles with 
their offense. Receiving the 
opening kickoff, the Govs 
failed to take advantage 
of their first possession. 
It ended with a pass 
completion to Govs running 
back Jeff Lyle for a two-yard 
loss. When the Bulldogs 
gained possession of the 
ball, they exploited the Govs’ 
weakness with constant rush 
attempts up the middle.  
Ryan Gates scored the first 
Bulldog points with a field 
goal in the first quarter.  

With misreads by APSU’s 
defense, the Bulldogs 
continued to score on drives, 
sometimes untouched on 
the way to the end zone.

Fans might have found a 
new player to rally behind 
besides Terrence Holt 
in John Bell. Bell has the 
consistency Govs fans are 
looking for in a kicker. 
With 4:42 left in the second 
quarter, Bell kicked a 
42-yard field goal to put the 
Govs on the board 10-3.

Gardner-Webb answered 
the field goal with a 
scoring drive of their own. 
Bulldogs receiver, David 
Montgomery, ran one 

yard to make the Bulldogs 
lead 17-3. It seemed as if 
everyone, including the 
receiver, was a part of the 
stifling Bulldogs rushing 
attack.. Four different 
Bulldog players rushed for 
yards.

After three incomplete 
passes by Orr, Bell came 
back with one second left 
in the first half to kick a 
51-yard field goal, and make 
the score 17-6. The kick was 
only four yards shy of the 
school record. 

Bringing the Govs to 
fourth down, Bell kicked 
another field goal for 45 
yards at 10:48 in third 
quarter, trying to close the 
Bulldog lead, 17-9.

According to sports 
information, APSU head 
coach Rick Christophel liked 
what Bell did for the team, 
but was disappointed with 
the overall outcome of the 
game.

“I thought he kicked the 
ball well. We went for the 
51-yard field goal, only 
because we had the wind,” 
Christophel said. “I just said 
‘Let’s go for it’ and he made 
it. It kind of hurt us a little 
momentum-wise, missing 
that extra point. It made a 
difference in the game.”

The Bulldogs outgained 
the Govs, 343 total yards to 
289 yards. They also rushed 
191 yards to the Govs’ 98 
yards.  

Outplayed by the 
Gardner-Webb defense 
and plagued by incomplete 
passes, Govs quarterback , 
Orr, was not afraid to admit 
his team’s follies.

“We had a lot of turnovers 
and we would get down to 
the red zone, and not put it 
in. Then we would have to 
go for a field goal,” Orr said.

Orr threw for 191 total 
yards with four interceptions 
and only one touchdown 
reception to Govs wide 
receiver Adrian Mines, at 
12:04 in the fourth quarter. 
After Bell missed the extra 
point, the Bulldogs kept the 
lead 24-15.

According to sports 
information, Christophel 

explained what the Govs 
need to work on in offense.

“We just have to do a 
better job on first down. 
We have to take advantage 
of that and throw the ball, 
like we did against Georgia 
Southern and I don’t think 
we did that enough tonight,” 
Christophel said. “We just 
have to go back and see 
what we can get better on 
offensively. We have to do 
what our players can do; we 
can’t do anything other than 
that.”

Jason Vanatta led the 
Govs with 11 tackles. Daniel 
Becker and Ricky Thomas 
followed closely behind with 
10. Vanatta believed the 
Govs defense could have 
been better. 

“I don’t think we executed 
our game plan. We had a 
few guys here and there 
who didn’t stick to their 
assignments and we had 
trouble defending the pass 
and run,” Vanatta said. “We 
just have to come back next 
week and improve to play 

UT-Martin.”
The final score of the 

game was by Bulldogs 
running back, Phillip 
Peoples. Peoples ran 3 yards 
to the end zone with 55 
seconds left in the fourth 
quarter, closing the game at 
31-15.

The Govs’ next game 
will be at home against 
the UT-Martin Skyhawks 
Saturday, Sept. 20 at 6 p.m. 
It will be the Govs first  Ohio 
Valley Conference game of 
the season. F 

Bell generates majority of 
Govs offense with field goals

Frazier wins 
Retro Bowl ‘08

Football

Govs unable to tame Bulldogs

By TYLER O’DONNELL
Guest Writer

The Madden 09 
tournament known as the 
“Retro Bowl” took place 
Saturday, Sept. 14 at Retro’s 
Arcade. Nine contestants 
participated. This was the 
first Madden tournament to 
take place at Retro’s.

 The event took nearly 
five hours to complete, even 
with quarters being only five 
minutes long. Most of the 
early games were blowouts. 
However, since the games 
were double elimination, 
players had a chance to 
revive themselves if they lost 
a game.  

Marcus Peterson looked 
to be the favorite as he 
dominated the competition 
early. He had a player 
forfeit against him during 
a game. Shaun Frazier, a 
senior at Clarksville High, 
turned out to be a threat 
as well. Coming into the 
tournament, he practiced 
nearly every day. When 
asked about his strategy  
coming into the tournament 
and he simply stated, “I 
have no strategies. I take 
what they give me.”  Even 
without a strategy, he 
dominated any player he 
faced. It foreshadowed 
the showdown between 
Peterson and Frazier.  

In the final four, Frazier 
and Peterson both came 
in undefeated. They faced 
off against each other with 
Frazier coming up with the 
win in one of the closest 
games yet. Peterson fell in 
the loser’s bracket and was 
forced to win the next game 
to go into the championship 
with Frazier. He won the 
game in a blowout by 
playing with the Indianapolis 
Colts.  

For the championship 
game, Frazier came out 

using the Tennessee Titans 
and Peterson used the New 
England Patriots. Peterson 
got off to a fast start. He 
found Randy Moss in the 
end zone twice. It seemed 
like Moss could make 
any catch thrown to him.  
Peterson relied on the pass 
most of the game, while 
Frazier came out running 
with Lendale White and 
Chris Johnson. The run 
game of the Titans proved 
too much for the Patriots. 
Frazier got the win and was 
awarded a $100 gift card to 
Game Crazy; Peterson got 
one for $50.  

Another tournament 
will be held at Retro’s soon.  
“Every six weeks we will hold 
a tournament,” said Retro’s 
Dustyn Fisher. “The next 
tournament is Call of Duty 
on [September] 25.”  

“There are plans for an 
NBA Live tournament to 
be held right after New 
Year’s,” said Roger Fisher, 
owner of Retro’s.  “This will 
be followed by a NCAA 
Basketball tournament in 
mid-January; then another 
Halo Tournament will take 
place.”

  All in all, it’s a chance 
for college students to 
come out and compete in a 
tournament.F

photo by Shafia choudhury/Staff photographer

Marcus 
Peterson and 
Shaun Frazier 
pose after 
competing 
in the first 
Retro Bowl 
tournament.  
Frazier 
defeated 
Peterson in 
the finals 
to win the 
competition.

photo by LoiS joneS/Senior photographger

Govs running back , Theo Townsend, evades Bulldogs to gain positive yardage.  Townsend  rushed for 29 yards  in the game.

Shafia chouLdhury/Staff 
photographer

The very first Retro Bowl trophy 
was awarded to Frazier.
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Dear Diary,

     I woke up Sunday 
morning and did the same 
thing as millions of fantasy 
football managers across the 
country: turned on Sunday 
NFL Countdown and 
finalized my starting roster. 
     I wasn’t thrilled about 
having to play the Patriots’ 
defense (Ravens aren’t 
playing this week). But I still 
felt good about my picks: 
Peyton Manning, Matt 
Forte and Ryan Grant at 
running back plus my newly 
acquired free agent, Devery 
Henderson.
      With my roster set, I 
took some medicine for my 
allergies that were bothering 
me at the time. Inevitably, 
it kicked in and I drifted to 
sleep while watching the early 
game. 
     Later, I remembered a 
nightmare where the Packers 
scored over 40 points but 
Grant only ran for 20 yards, 
the Colts scored only 18 
points against the Vikings 
and the Panthers scored 20 
points against the Bears and 
won.
     Unfortunately, it wasn’t a 
dream. As I rubbed my eyes 
and transitioned from groggy 
denial to stunned alertness, 
I had trouble catching my 
breath. I logged online to 
confirm my pain. Then I fell 
to my knees and screamed 
to the heavens like Charlton 
Heston at the end of “Planet 
of the Apes.” 
     Eli Manning had an 
awesome day on my bench. 
Peyton, the quarterback I 
started, threw for 311 yards, 
one touchdown and two 
interceptions.
     No one else on my 
team scored a touchdown. 
Wes Welker and Forte did 
everything but find the end 
zone. Two of my players did 
not even earn a single point
     By 8:30 p.m. Sunday night, 
all my players’ games were 
done and I had earned 51 
points. My opponent, Vyrus, 
had earned 52 points and 
he still had three players still 
scoring.
     Meanwhile, Devon’s 
Beaumont City Aggies 
(I think of them as “the 
Aggravators”) are racking up 
points like the U.S. Olympic 
basketball team against 
China, for the second week 
in a row.
     At 8:30, when I was 
looking at my score and 
fighting back tears, Steelers 
receiver Hines Ward caught 
a touchdown pass, increasing 
Devon’s score. His opponent, 
the Headbusters, should be 
beating his head against a 
wall somewhere for scoring 
only 50 points. Maybe he will 
develop a concussion and 
trade for Marvin Harrison.

Thinking evil thoughts,

Marlon 

Dear Diary,

How did my Sunday go, 
you ask? Oh Diary, you 
always try to make me seem 
so boastful. Well, if you must 
know, I had a pretty normal 
Sunday. I woke up, did the 
whole hygiene thing, fixed 
some breakfast and then 
turned on my TV. 

Laughing at the 
misfortunes of others, I 
went on to check how my 
team was doing so far. Oh 
look, Eli Manning, Ahmad 
Bradshaw and the rest of the 
Giants are beating up on the 
Rams. Surprised? Well you 
shouldn’t be, it’s St. Louis. 

That must have slipped by 
my managing editor, which 
has good ol’ Eli sitting on the 
sidelines. Eli Manning put 
up some nice numbers, but 
that doesn’t help much from 
the bench, now does it? On 
the other hand, his brother 
Peyton Manning, struggled 
against a stifling Vikings 
defense

Diary, if I remember 
correctly, Marlon was the one 
that told me that the Vikings 
defense was one of the best 
last season. Maybe he is sick 
and his memory is fading. I 
mean, if I were him, I would 
want to forget Sunday as well.

I, on the other hand, had a 
wonderful Sunday. Not only 
did my college teams picked 
win Saturday, but nearly all 
of my players’ teams won 
Sunday.  In my opponent’s 
(Muckrackers) defense, all of 
his players won their games, 
but definitely not this one 
between us.

His players just didn’t do 
anything today. Muckrakers 
quarterback, Jake Delhomme, 
threw three interceptions and 
one touchdown against a 
tough Chicago Bears defense. 
His highest scorer was wide 
receiver, Greg Jennings, who 
posted 16 points for him.

Calvin Johnson, my wide 
receiver from the Lions, is 
on the track I told everyone 
he would be on. He was my 
highest scorer with 24 points 
with 2 touchdowns and 6 
receptions for 129 yards. 

By 5 p.m., most of my 
opponents’ games were done, 
and he gained a measly 50 
points by that time. I still had 
three players left  and a score 
upwards of 90 points and 
was not looking back.  I could 
be wrong, but I think that 
was around the time Marlon 
started crying then asking 
for rematches for his games. 
I keep telling Marlon, things 
will get better, all he has to do 
is pick consistent players.

He shouldn’t worry; my 
team will be in full force for 
week 5, because not one of 
my players has a bye week. I 
mean, someone has to win 
games around here, right?

Singing my victory song,

Devon

Robinson’s dream, 
Scott’s nightmare

Season two, week four

For Marlon and Devon’s weekly results check out 
www.theallstate.com.

Lady Govs take two in Tulsa
Volleyball

By MARLON SCOTT
Managing Editor

The APSU Lady Govs 
volleyball team traveled 
to Tulsa, Okla. on Friday 
Sept. 12 to compete in the 
two-day Tulsa Invitational 
tournament. They 
completed the tournament 
with a 2-2 record and 
improved to 8-4 overall, 
matching the total wins they 
earned all of last season. 

APSU Sports Information 
reported Lady Govs head 
coach Jenny Hazelwood 
said, “I’m really proud of 
how we’re putting things 
together. We’re working on 
things in practice and they’re 
translating them to our 
matches. I feel we’re making 
the progress we need before 
we enter conference play.”

Like giant red and 
white brooms, the Lady 
Govs swept their first two 
opponents, Long Island and 
Jackson State, 3-0 on Friday. 
The Long Island Blackbirds 
were the first victims, losing 
30-19, 30-17 and 30-16. 
In addition to four blocks, 
the Lady Govs generated a 
.308 attack percentage with 
40 kills. Sophomore Jessica 
Mollman led the team with 
13 kills.

Mollman continued her 
offensive assault with 16 kills 
against the Jackson State 
Lady Tigers. The Lady Tigers 
fought hard in all three sets 
and actually led 9-7 in the 
second. However, the Lady 
Govs tamed the Lady Tigers 
(25-17, 25-18, 25-17) with 
49 kills and a .358 attack 

percentage. 
Freshman Kayla 

Grantham filled the stat 
columns with seven kills, 
three aces and two blocks. 
Equally impressive, junior 
Stephanie Champine 
contributed 13 kills and two 
aces.

The Lady Govs’ 
winning streak (four 
matches including last 
weekend) came to an end 
Saturday morning against 
the tournament hosts, 
Tulsa Golden Hurricane. 
Champine recorded a season 
high 22 kills. However, it was 
not enough to get the Lady 
Govs past Tulsa. The Lady 
Govs battled to a 3-2 loss in 
five sets (23-25, 25-23, 21-25, 
25-20, 15-7). 

According to APSU 
Sports Information, 
Hazelwood was pleased with 
her team’s play despite the 
loss.

“We’ve been telling 
them how good we are as 
a team. But I believe they 
understand how good 
a team we are after this 
match,” Hazelwood said. 
“Tulsa is a quality club and 
we came out and played 
the way we are capable and 
almost pulled off a big win.”

With 36 attack errors, the 
Lady Govs were held below 
a .200 attack percentage 
for only the third time this 
season. They produced 64 
kills. Tulsa generated just 57 
kills.

The Lady Govs appeared 
to have recovered from the 
loss to Tulsa when they won 

the opening set 25-17 against 
the Sam Houston State Lady 
Bearkats Saturday afternoon. 
But the Lady Bearkats took 
an early lead in the second 
set and did not relinquish it, 
winning 25-22. 

The Lady Govs fought 
their way to a 2-2 tie and a 
10-9 lead in the fifth set. But 
the Lady Bearkats scored six 
of the final eight point points 
to earn the win. They ended 
the Lady Govs’ weekend in 
the Tulsa Invitational with a 
3-2 loss.  

The Lady Govs generated 

51 kills and 11 aces against 
the Lady Bearkats. In a 
complete team effort, 
nine different Lady Govs 
recorded a kill. Mollman 
finished her weekend 
domination with 15 kills. 

On the road again this 
coming week, the Lady Govs 
travel to Cookeville, Tenn. 
on Friday, Sept. 19  to face 
the Tennessee Tech Golden 
Eagles. It will be their first 
OVC game. The Golden 
Eagles currently post a 3-7 
record, with a recent loss at 
WKU invitiational.F

Lady Govs get eighth 
win, tie last season’s total 
wins

Soccer

Razorbacks slip by Govs, 1-0
By ANTHONY SHINGLER

Guest Writer

The APSU Lady Govs 
soccer team played host to 
Arkansas Razorbacks at the 
Morgan Brothers Soccer 
Field., Friday, Sept. 12. 
Despite a great defensive 
battle and a late second half 
surge, the Lady Govs came 
up on the short end of a 1-0 
loss to the Razorbacks. 

The game’s only goal 
came in the 20th minute 
when an Arkansas player 
crossed a direct kick into 
the box and sophomore 
midfielder Kelley O’Connor 
put the ball in the back of the 
net. In a defensive battle, the 
two sides allowed five total 
shots on goal respectively. 

The Lady Govs best 
scoring opportunities came 
in the second half when 
sophomore Kellie Cannon 
was fouled inside the 18 yard 
box, leading to a penalty 
kick. Sophomore Hannah 
Jones took the kick, driving 
it just over the cross bar. 

After a few minutes, a shot 
on goal by freshmen Jocelyn 

Murdoch was saved by 
Arkansas goalkeeper Britni 
Williams. The Lady Govs 
could not find a way to get 
another shot off the rest of 
the game. 

Williams collected two 
saves for the Razorbacks. 
Carley Newman started the 
match at goalkeeper. After 
collecting two saves and 
allowing one goal. Michelle 
Smith relieved her at half. 
Smith did not allow any 
goals and collected one save 
for the Lady Govs.  

“I felt that the team can 
build a lot of confidence off 
of this loss to such a quality 
opponent like Arkansas,” 
said head coach Kelley Guth. 
“I also feel like the players are 
heading in the right direction 
into the OVC schedule that 
starts in a couple of weeks.”

Arkansas now improves 
to an impressive 5-1 on the 
season while the Lady Govs 
fall to 1-5. The Lady Govs 
return to action on Friday, 
Sept. 19, when they travel to 
South Carolina to take on 
Coastal Carolina University. 

The Lady Govs return 
home on Friday, Sept. 26, 
to open the Ohio Valley 

Conference Schedule against  
the  Jacksonville State Lady 
Gamecocks.F

LOiis JOnes/seniOr phOtOgrapher

Sophomore midblocker, Jessica Mollman, goes up for a kill.  She 
has been one of the offensive leaders for the Lady Govs.

phOtOs by LOis JOnes/seniOr phOtOgrapher

Top:  Sophomore Kellie Cannon prepares to use her head on the field Friday night against the Razorbacks.
Bottom: Goalkeeper Michelle Smith makes a leaping save.  She didn’t allow any goals in the second half.
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