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ABSTRACT 

This thesis deals with the major historical r e fere nces 

in the first part of Dante's Divine Comedy, the "Inferno." 

The paper proposes to show that Dante•s · 11 Inferno 11 can 

be viewed not only as a literary and theological work, but 

also as an historical work. An attempt was made to identify 

and research references of historical importance, showing 

the reason for their inclusion in the "Inferno." 

The paper also draws conclusions as to why historical 

personages and occurrences are mentioned and their true 

relation to the hi~tory of the ancient and medieval world. 

It explains Dante's political t hought and his views i ~volving 

a revival of the old Roman Empire. It shows Dante's wide 

range of historical knowledge and his own personal involve

ment with the politics of the time. 

The work develops the concept that Dante was extremely 

concerned with the affairs of Church and State in the Middle 

Ages. I n addition, it illustrates the conflicts that 

occurred over interpretations of temporal powers. It s hows 

his concern with classical history and ancie nt civilizations. 

He was not only a political partisan and, propagandist, but 

also had an appreciation of the lessons of . the past in' a 

true historical sense. 
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CHAPl'ER I 

INTRODUCTION 

The greatest of the Italian poets, Dante Alighieri, 

was born in Florence in May, 1265, and died in Ravenna in 

1321. 

Dante Vias born in the latter part of the medieval 

period and yet he is part of the Renaissance period also. 

His works tie the two periods firmly together; not only 

combining them, but at the same time giving Italy a national 

language and a national history. He is important because 

he is the first Italian writer to popularize the Tuscan 

dialect of the vernacular so that it became the natural 

language of Italy. He is important also because of his 

histotica1 and social criticism of the period in which he 

lived. 

Little is known of Dante's family background. It is 

known, however, that he came fro m the burgher class of Flor

ence and not fro m the knightly class. 

Dante was very educ ated for his day and time. He 

studied t he works of Vergil, Horace, Ovid, and Statius. 

He was a student of science, mathematics, philosophy and 

t heology . 1 His work , the Divine Comedy, is literally 

1 Arthur J. Butler, "Dante, 11 Encyclopae dia Br itanni ca 
(11t h ed.), pp. 810-811. 
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and , t i ro ugh his Offic ers , i e knew what t he ?Opul a ti on was 

doi ng . Des pite s uch kno~le d
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t hro ~g of peo?le i n his coun try . Sa l adi ~ f elt t ~a t the onl y 

~riy t ha t his forces of ~gypt and t he forces of t_e Vear ~ast 

wou ld be unit e d was t hrough the Jihad--or Holy Var . Saladin 

felt t ha t t~is would sufficiently unite t he Moslens i n order 

t ha t t hey ~i gh t de fe a t t he Christian~ of J erus a le~ . Saladi n 

was deterui ned to subdue the Mosle2 forc es that opposed hi ~ 

and , i ;1 this determi '.1atio: , he a ro v.sed t he a . 6er of t ile 

Islanites , or t he fr eethinkers , a nd t he Assassins agai nst 

hi r:: . ,:3 Tile Assassins eve ~ ~ade a vain at tex?t upo n his life . ~ 

Sa l a di ·1 wa s ·,ever a ble fully to rea lize his dre a~s 

f or a ~nited Mosle ~ world , ·: or was he eve r f ully abl e to 

r egain t he lost t erri t ori es t hat t he Chris t i a ns had capt ured . 

Saladin wa s a ble to capt ure Jerusa l e~ whic h was to re mai n 
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based on these subjects, as well as on ancient history as 

understood in his time. It was also appealing to coqtem

poraries, being full of references to Italian politicians 

and despots of his day. 

Dante was a -great poet and the popularizer of the 

Tuscan dialect of the Italian language. But today, it is 

often forgotten that he was a political man and a strong 

partisan. During the youth of Dante, the two major poli

tical factions of Florence constantly stuggled for the 

political control of Florence. The parties were the Guelfs 

(the Whites) and the Ghibellines (the Blacks). 

The cities of Tuscany and northern Italy have been 

described as rather similar to the ancient Greek city

states in that there was a deep attachment to the city or 

village where a person was born. Dante felt this way about 

Florence and, being from the burgher class, it was logical 

that he would later join the Guelf party. 2 

In Dante's time the northern cities were the 
Ghibelline strongholds, while Florence was controlled 
by the Guelfs; but all the cities and indeed many 3 families were divided into Guelfs and Ghibellines. 

The political division between Guelf and Ghibelline 

had started about the middle of the tenth century. The 

2Francis Fergusson, Dante (New York: The Macmillian 
Company, 1966), P• 5. 

3~., PP• 5-6. 
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Ghibe llines had originally been the early Germanic invaders . 

They became the powerful feudal lords of nort hern Italy and 

ruled their territories with an iron hand . Being descend

ants of early Germanic tribes, they tended to look to the 

German emperors a~ · protectors and allies. The Guelfs, on 

the other hand, had risen from the bourgeoisie and looked 

to t he Pope for spiritual, political and military support. 

This early form of feudal order was already much on t he de

cline at the time Dante was born. The new class of burghers 

was much on t he rise, and with t heir wealth t hey began to 

abtain the previous positions of t he nobility . 4 The rough 

country burghers were slowly eating into t he power of t he 

nobles and acquiring t he nobles' l and and titles . 

The uncouth country lords t ended to move i nto 
t he city , acquire t he glamourous Flore ntine 
urbanity , and become city families. The rich 
bourgeois liked t o acquire ari stocratic titles, 
along wit h arist ocratic pride and cruel i nsolenc e. 
The struggle between the ric h and the poor , and 
i n t his time of rapid change it was co mmon for 
powerful leaders to shift their party labels 
with bewildering frequency ••• 5 

In t he year 1266 the Guel fs finally ga i ned control of 

t he city of Florence . The Ghibellines were ousted and the 

town remained i n the han ds of the Guelf party for -almost 

thirty years. This period of total Guelf rule was to prove 

4Ibid. 

5rbid . 
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both ac t ive and fruitful for the city of Florence. The t hirty 

year r ule of t he Guelfs was full of prosperity, as well as 

artistic achievement and great i ntellectual growth for t he 

city of Flore nce. 6 

At the age of twe nt y-four Dante was active in the 

Guelf and Ghibelline struggle for power. I n 1289, at twenty

four, he was in the service of the Florentine cavalry at 

the Battle of Campaldino fi ghtin~ on the side of the Guelf 

league which defeated the Ghibellines. The city of Florence 

stayed under this power until 1302 when the struggle broke 

out again under different families. Dante, at this time, 

held one of the major positions in the Florent i ne government 

--that Of the Office of Priors. However, Dante's party, 

the Whites (the Guelfs), was kicked out of power and the 

fiftee n men i n the position of prior were co nde mn ed to be 

' burned to death if they ever again were found wi thin the 

territory and power of Flore nce. 7 

At t hirty-five, Dante was exiled fro m t he city of 

Florence. At the time of t he new uprising_he had been -out 

of the city. He never again saw his wife and children . 

I n this sta te of exile, he worked out a personal com

pro~ise wi t h t he defeated Ghibellines which allo we d hi m as a 

7H. F. Cary (tra;1s.), The Vi sion of DJ. r. te Al ighieri 
(London: J. M. Dent and So ns, Ltd., 1925), p. 9. 
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Guelf to oe taken into their company and started to \'/rite 

the Divine Comedy. He died in the city of Ravenna in 1321. 

The last of the line of Alighieris was Dante's daughter, 

Beatrice, who was a nun in Ravenna and died there between 

13 50 and 1 3 70. 

It has often been said that Italian literature was 

born at the court of Frederick II. This medieval Holy Roman 

Emperor was known for his many talents and one of t hose was 

writing poetry. Even the Prime Minister to Frederick -II, 

Fiero delle Vigne, was a knovm composer of sonnets. The mu ch 

traveled court of ·· Frederick II traveled about Italy with 

poets, artists, and learned scholars. This entourage was 

made u~ of Moorish poets and French troubadours. These, for 

safety , had fled to t he court of Frederick II. Out of this 

mi xture of poets, scholars, and teachers came the "Apulian 

Renaissance" which was the forerunner of Dante, Boccacio, 

and Petrarch. \'Jithout this awakening at the court of 

Frederick II, it is doubtful t hat t here would have been a 

8 Divine Comedy. 

Dante 's work , the Divine Co~edy , first appeared under 

t he title The Vision of Dante Alighieri . The work is divided 

8',hll Durant, ~~of Faith : The Story of 
Civilizat ion (New York : Simon and Schuster, 1950) , p. 
1056. 



i nt o t hir t y-thre e cantos. The entire work co ncer ns he 

moral i t y of the times as Dante s aw it. 

6 

T:ie I nf er no: Hell to Dante v1as his l i fe i n exile and 

t he wickedness and corruption he found i n life around hi m. 

Pur gat ory : To Dante, Purgatory was his life of 

studies a nd his writings. Also i nvolved was his belief t hat 

man could wait i n Purgatory for heaven if.he had cleansed 

hi mself fro ~ sin . 

Heaven : To Dante , Heaven was ac hieved only by love 

and strengt hened moral character . It was a state of absolut e 

happi ness . 9 

This paper will deal onl y with t he first section of the 

Divine Comedv , that of t he I ~fer no. Her e t he pur pose will 

not be to give a literary i nterpr e-~atio~~ of t he work , but a 

historica l one . Here t he job will be to examine the strictly 

historical references i n t he I nfer no and interpr e t t heir 

value and t he r eason for t heir i nclusion in t he work . 

9Ibid., pp. 1066-1 081. 



CHAPTER II 

I NFERNO: CANTOS I-X 

The ope ni ng cantos of Dante's works are mainl y con

cerned with t he founding of Rome and t he history of Aeneas . 

These first two cantos deal with the references to St. Paul's 

desce nt into Hell , the journey of Aeneas, including the de 

scription of avarice , greed and 6orruption . The work ~tself 

starts with sunrise on Good Friday i n the year 1300. At this 

time , Dante v,as thirty-five years old. 1 O 

The third canto is the first conteoporary historical 

refere nce. Dante discusses a group of shades or souls who 

are i n hell because their l i ves have been lived with i ndif

ference and apathy to both good and evil. 

' When some of t he se I recognised 
I saw and knew the s hade of hi m 
who to base fear yielding , abjured 
to high estate. 11 [siG) 

This sta te ment refers to Peter of Morrone, t he her mit 

who be cane Pope Ce lestine v. He be ca~e the only Pope who 

voluntari ly resigned t he ?apacy , and t hus earned , in Dante's 

mi nd, a plac e i n hell . Either cowardice, i ntimidation , in

differe nce , inabi l ity , i ncompete nce, or a lack of worldly 

l OCary , pp. 2- 9 . 

11 - , . d 
~-' p . 11 • 
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anbition--or a combination of t hese--led hi m to r esign . He 

may have be en .physically fri ghtened by his ambitious .sub

ordinate, Benedetto Guatani, who succeeded him as Pope. 

Peter of Morrone became Pope on JuJ.y 5, 1294. He 

succeeded Pope Nicholas IV who -died in 1291. The papacy 

had remained vacant because the Sacred College of Cardinals 

could not agree upon a selection. 

Peter of Morrone had been born of obscure parentage 

at Isernia about 1215. He had joined the Benedictine Order 

and began living as an ascetic hermit of Mont Morrone. Soon 

he gathered other ·. ascetic monks about him and later forme d 

t hem into a congregation of the Benedictine Order which was 

eventually divided into the Celestine religious order with 

Peter of Morrone as its head. Later a vicar was appointed 

to hel~ him and in this manner he was allowed to be rid of 

t he duties of administration of t he order. His life was then 

totally dedicated to complete development and devotion to 

certain ascetics, notable the Spiritual Franciscans. His 

desire to escape admi nistrative duties caused many problems 

when he assume d the papacy in 1294. 

In 1294 the College of Cardinals with the insistence 

of Charles II of Naples convened i n July to elect a new Pope. 

Charles II needed a new man to replace Nicholas IV who had 

died in 1291. The papacy had thus re mained vacant for t he se 

years until Charles called a conclave i n 1294. Charles was 
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interested in getting a pope who would he lp secure his posi-

tl·on i· n si·ci"lv . 12 Ch 1 ' 1 
J ares nad ost Sicily after the_naval 

Battle of Naples in 1234 . The battle had been won by Peter 

III , King of Aragon (1236-1 286) , who had co me forward as the 

re presentative of t he claims of the Hohenstaufen (descendants 

of Frederick II) in Naples and Sicily . 13 Peter of Aragon 

died b8 fore settlement was made over Sicily . The settle~ent 

of Sicil y occured in 1288 and was media ted by Ki ng Edward of 

England . Charles II ITas al l owe d to kee p Naples and t he ter

ritory of Sicily eventually passed to Peter III ' s son , James , 

and later to his t hird son , Frederick . Frederick seized the 

country in 1296 in order to k eep James fro:71 gi vin~ it to 

Charles II of Napl es . 

Charles II 1 s i nterest was i, getting a new Po pe who 

would effectively he l p i n t he recapture of his lost territory 

of Sicily . Thus . Peter of Morrone , t he he r 3it nonk , was elect

ed Pope on J ul y 5, 1294. The Cardinals who ele cted hi m had 

hoped to keep t he power of t he papacy to t hemselves and use 

, • n• ' d The real powe r behind Peter was t hat of ni~ as a ricurenea . 

Charles II of Naples and he i ntended to use all his powers 

S . · 1 1 Li. in hi s strug~le against Hohenstaufen control of ici y . · 

12i:Iilliam 1.'! . Rockwell , "Celestine: V, 11 EncvcloDaedia 
Britanni ca (11 t h ed . ) , V, P• 600 . 

13Davi d Hannay , "Peter III , 11 Encyc lopaedi a Bri tanr:.ic a 
( 11th ed . ) , XXI , p . 292 . 

l4Rockvte ll , p • . 600 . 
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Pet er of Morro ne t hus bec ame Pope i n 1294 . He t ook 

the ti t l e of Pope 1..,~e l es t i·~e v. H ~ t h f t ,. . e was a ~ e age o s eve~ y-

ni ne whe n he assumed t he Papacy , a~d he was a ver y i ne ffective 

Po pe . Ce lest i ne V had no desir e for t he offic e of Pope nor 

di d he have any of t he admi ni s trative traini ng t hat would 

be r equired for t he offic e . He was pr obably selected for 

t hes e exact re asons plus t he fact t hat he was sevent y- ni ne 

years old . This mi ght have helped t he Cardi nals to vote for 

hi. 1, hoping t hat his rei gn would be short and thus t hey 

woul d be in a be tter posit i on to elect t he next ~ost powerful 

fi gur e i n t he Colle ge of Cardinals--Benede tt o Guatani 

( Gaetani ), later t o be Pope Boniface VIII. 

Celestine V did not want t he Papacy nor did he know 

how to r un i t . He wanted to spe nd all his t i me in ascetic 

de vo t icin and r e l i gious servi ce . He pr eferred to delegate 

his powers to t hr ee Car dinals bu t t his was not a pproved. The 

onl y ot her pl an was t o get Ce l est i ne V to give up t he papacy . 

This woul d i ;'ls ur e a n e\'/ elec t i o:-1 of a Pope and i t was cer tain 

t ha t Car dina l Be·.:ede t to Gua tani ViO Uld be e l ec t ed . 15 

Car dinal Guatai i t ried everyt hi ~s possio le to get t he 

age d Pope Ce l est i ne t o gi ve up t he offi ce . The Pope was ke pt 

i n t he Vat ic an , wat ched at all t i ~es , and cons t a~tly har as sed 

15-, . -
121.£· 



jy Cardinal Gua taci . Finally , Car dinal Guatani decided to 

s eek help frO Ll Charles II of Napl es , but f i rst he had to 

O~e t t he a ged Pope to r esi
0
c·t1 t he p _ apacy . Ce l estine had ~ade 

t he offer to r esi gn if i t would not hurt the papacy and i f 

1 1 

he could be s hown t hat it had been do ne· be fore and was morally 

ri ght . Cardinal Guatani cited as a precede ;1 t Clei:l8 nt I ( circa 

30 A.D. t o ci rca 100 A. D.) who was Po pe circa 96 A. D. Cle me nt 

I was generally known as Clement of Ro5e a~d was one of t he 

" Apostolic Fa t he rs . 11 He was supposedly martyred in Cri r;1ea 

ci:-ca 102 A.n.16 

It is doubtfu l that Cl ement I resigned t he papacy . How

ever the fou r th ce ntury Gr eek writi:1g 11 Acts of the i"-1artyrs 11 

lists Cleme~t I as being exiled by E~peror Trajan to the Crimea 

where he worked with t he prisoners who were conde mned to the 

mi nes . · Here it is be lieved t hat he was t hro wn i nto the sea 

wi th an anchor weighted about his ne ck . 17 The 11 Cleme,;. tine 

Li tera ture 11 is nar:1e d after hi m because at o:1 e ti r.ie it was 
- 18 t hough t t hat he was t he sole author of t he se documents . 

l 6 Alexa :1der J . Grieve , 11 Cle :·r1e:!t I , 11 E:1 cyclopaedia 
Br itannica (11 th ed . ) , VI, PP · 482- 483 . 

17 Jose ph s . Br us her , Po --;Je s Thro '.n; :1 t he A_r;es (Ne·,·: Yor k : 
D. Van Nostrand Company , I nc ., 1959 ) P· 8. 

l 8The i dea t hat the 11 Cl e:r1entine Lit er at ur e" was i':ritten. 
by Cl e::1ent I is r.. ow proven to be , ur: true : So:::e of t hese doc u
□ents ~ere included in t he for 5ea aecre~als (sa~e as _ps eudo
Isodoria n Docu~ents) first fo und i n Spai n i n t he . ~th ce nt u~y , 
i ncludinc t he 8th ce~t ur y for gery of t he Co~sta~~1 ne D? nat10 ~. 
J ar.1es 3 . 

0

Bar tlet , " Cle mentine Lit eratur e ," E:1 cvclo paedi.:: 
3r i t annica ( 11t h ed.) , VI , PP• 490- 494 • 



''hen ,., 1 · · '' ~e es~ine gave up t he papacy , Cardinal Guatan i 

proce eded with his plan to ge t a new conclave of the. 

Cardinals conve ned . 

• • • having his wi t and sagacitv so wro u~ht ... , t p r, 1 . J 0 ~na o~e ~e estine had r enoun ced the papacy , 
• • • followed up i n his enternr ise ... And whil e 
he was pursuin~ this quest , on~ eve ning by night 
he wen t secretly with but few companions to Ki n~ 
~?arles ( ~f Nap~es ), and s a id to hir.1 : "King , 

0 

~ny Pope ~elestine had the will and the deans to 
serve thee .•. but he had not t he knowled~e . 
Now, if thou wilt work with thy frie nds the

0 

cardinals tha t I may be el ected Pope , I s hall 
know, and I shall will , and I shall be 
able • • • 19 (§ i ~ 

12 

On t he 24t h of Dece mber i n 1294 Cardina l Benedetto 

Gua tani became Pope Bo niface VIII . His first offi ci a l act 

was to have ex- Pope Celestine placed i n dete ntion . Celestine 

escaped and was captured a1d escaped agai n . The last time 

Celestine escaped " he wandered for wee}~s t hrough Apulia , 

reached the Adriatic , atte mpted a crossirig to Dalr:iatia , v✓as 

shipwrecke d , was cast ashore i n Italy , and was brought again 

before :i3o;'l iface . 11 20 Later he was conder:n1e d t o imprisonr:1e:.1t 

•\. ,, ,... .,., . 21 L1 t he castle of Fere :1tino near .'i 11c.. 6 .. i. He v1as placed i n 

19clnrles T . V.'ood (e d . ) , Pni li p the Fair a:1 d Boni face 
VIII : Sta t e 1.§. · Pauacv (Nev, York : Ho lt RL-'1ehart and Winston , 
1962) , p • 9 . 

20D . .l. ur an .., , 

ZLb.d .L.l.. · 

p . 812 . 



a i:ioiwstic cell v1it'11 · r~nning water and died in May of 1296 

--probab l y fro ~ pneumonia . Ce l es t i ne was made a Saint by 

Clement Vin 1313 . 

13 

There were political overtones to this act of canon

ization . Cle~e1t V, a French Pope and a supporter of Philip 

the Fair of France i n hi s fight with Boniface VIII , probably 

fou nd it pol i ti cally expedien t t o canonize a s a i ntly if 

i ncompetent Pope i n order to dra~atize the ambitions , 

aggressivene s s, and wickedness of Boniface VIII . 

In the same canto t hat refers to t he paracy and 

r ule of Celestine V, is the refer ence to t he ~e dieval system 

of educatio :1 . 

\ie ca1:1e to t;1e foot of a · obl e castle , seven 
times circled by high walls , de f ende d ro und aoout 
by a fair strea::'l let . This we passed as if hard 
gro und ; through s even gates . 22 ~i~ 

The castle its elf represents the hous e of philosophy , 

s even walls repres ents the fo ur xoral and three intellec t ual 

virtues , (knowl edge , wisdom, temperance , a~d understanding , 

pr ude nce , justice , and fortitude ). 23 The 11 f air streamlet 11 

as Dante calls it re pr esents t he 

22char les E. 
Ali ~hi eri ( Chicago : 
p • b • 

Norto:1 , The Di vi ne Co:r,edv of Dante 
Encyclopaedia Br itafi:~ica , I nc ., 1952) 



:pleasai1 t strea::i of e lo q_ue tice . . . and t ie seve -:-1 gat es 
ar e :pr o'::Ja·01y t he seven l:..beral arts of the Triviu~n and 
·=~uadr iviu~i, ~ :1 t :1e medieval system of educat ioti : 
Grai":rn1ar , Lo gic , a t,d Rhe t oric ; Music , Ar ithmetic , · 
Geometr y , and Astrono my . 24 ~i~ 

The well- educated ~an of the medieval period was 

,,,re ll .'1 CQ'ua~-'--n-:-ea' •vi· +i.. t ' · · · ' h - _ - , v!1 ne trivium ana t_ e quadrivium. If 

14 

i ot educat ed at t he university , t hen he was pro~ab l y educated 

by a private ly :9aid tu t or . 

Still furt her in the s ame canto while wanderi~g t hro ugh 

t he " Castle of Fame , 11 Dante names the fa :;10us people he en

counters . Most of t he re presenta tives are of Roman and 

Trojan desce nt , start ing with Electra who was supposedly 

the □ot her of Dardanus , t he lege ndar y ancestor of t he King 

of Troy , and Julius Caesar , the desc endant of Aeneas . But 

Da:1. te noti ces t ha t " sole apar t ret i r ed the Soldan fierce . 11 25 

[si c] This is t he Saladin of t he t 11i r d Crt!sade , the fierce 

foe of the papal armies of Euro pe and Ki ng Ric har d t he Lion

Hearted . 

The Crusades have often been called t he t wo- hundre d 

years • war for ;~:an 1 s soul and t he profits of trade . One of 

the causes of t he Cr us ade s was t he advance c f t he Selju~ 

Turks i nto t he West . They took Jerusale~ away fro m t he 

Fatimids of Egypt who had let t he Christians worship t he re 

24cary , p . 1 6 • 

25I , . d Ol , 
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iJ :_::ieace • Also , t here ·,·:as the rrnake ni ng of t l: e po wer of t he 

Byzanti ne e~pire . The By zantine empire had held back. t he 

ar 1i es of Asia for over seven centuries. However , with 

i nternal discord and t he Schism of 1054, it be came too weak 

to wit hhold the forces of the TurK1 s. T' o .. · o · .. ~e m s~ i mp rtan ~ 

bu ffer state to Europe pro~er was almost defeated . The 

Byzantine army was almost totally defeated and destroyed 

i n 1071 by the Seljuk Turks at the Battle of Manzikert~ 

Fro::1 here the Turks took Edessa, Antioch , Tarsus, and 

Nicaea . This resulted in Emperor Alexius I (1 081-111 8) 

signing a treaty because he had no army with which to 

attack . Later, Emperor Alexius I asked Po pe Urban II for 

aid in ousting the Turks. The t hird cause of the Crusa de 

was the financial inter est of the mercan t i le city-states of 

Italy such ·as Pisa, Ge noa an d Ve nice . With the fall of 

Sicily in 1060 to t he Christian armies, and t he reduced 

Moslem rule i n Spai n i c 1085 , the whole of t he Mediterra~ean 

~ . , 26 was open ror traae. 

Trade opened with Constanti noJ le, Caffa on the 

Cri~ean , t he Russians of the Black Sea, and even t he Mosle~ 

controlled cities i il ~gypt and later Ac r e . Tr ade allowed 

t he Ch~ist ians to pene trate deep i ~to the r eal ~ of t ~e 

] , 1 ld r:i1 r ~de ~oulct· be lis-::. ed as one of t he pr L:ar y ·:los_e:: nor . - -

causes Cr us ade . 
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In 107 1 t he Fat i mi ds of Egypt lo st J erusalem t o 

t he Seljuk Tur ks. Re ports coming fr om J er usalem seemed to 

show that t he Christians were not being treat ed wel l by t he 

Tur ks. The situation remained t he same even a ft er the 

el ection of Pope Urban II to the papacy. Pope Ur ban II 

f aced numerous problems during his reign, one of which was 

th e trouble incurred because of t he reign of the anti-

Pope Guibert. The reports coming fro m Jerusalem disturbed 

Pope Urban II and in 1095 he called the Council of Clermont. 

At the council of Clermont, Pope Urban protested t he control 

of t he "Christian city of Jerusalem" by the Seljuk Turks. 

Pope Urban was t he first Pope to call for forces to be 

gathered in Europe to oust t he Turks fro m t he land of the 

Christians in the East. Pope Urban also wanted to send 

aid t~ Emperor Alexius so t hat Greek territories heretofore 

retained could be held and t hose lost could be recovered. 

With t he cry, "God wills it, 11 Pope Ur ban II rallied t he 

Christians of Europe against t he Turks and t he Moslems 

of t he East in t he defense of t he Christian i deas. The 

f irst Crusade wa s started within t he year of 1095 and 

l asted until 1099 . 27 

27s teven Runciman, ~ Hi storv of the Crusade s 
(New Yor k : Har per and Row, Publ i she~,1964 ), I , pp . 101-
112. 
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m1he t hir d,., d · ~r us a e pit ted Saladin against t he 

Chr i s tiar. arr.1ies of Ei.a~ope. Dante ' s refere nce to Sa ladin 

.,,.,l,.,c 0 s l1i· ,·-1 ''a·oarJ.. as .,_, 
~ '-'- v • · ' - l, 1., ,1e s upreme repres e:1. tat i ve of Hahonetan 

nooili t y a!1d :-,1agnificence . 1128 [s i sJ Saladin was to hold 

t hi s place of high iut hority even a fter his death. 

I n the twelft h ce ntury t he Turkish. empire was r~cked 

oy disunity . Zengi , Atab~ g of Mosul , ha d started his ho l y 

war in 11 37-11 46 , with his canpaigns i n Syria . His sori , 

ifor-ed-din , ( the conte:1i porary s pelling is 11 Nur a d Din") 

worked in Damascus with the help of Saladin 's fat her, 

Ayyub , ( me aning Job) and his uncle, Shirkuh . Saladin 's 

father's assistance was so valuable in helping Nur-ed-din 

capture Damascus that Ayyub was made gover nor. Having 

his f a ther as governor of Damascus allowed Sa l adi n to obtain 

perhaps the fi nest educatio n possible i n the Arab world at 

t haJ..l, t . . ,,, 29 l,.,e . 

Saladin was bor·:i in 1138 at Tekrit . Saladin 's nane 

1-, Arabic nea 1s " Honouring the Faith ." Saladin i:as also the 

naoe by which he was known to t he Europeans. 30 When Saladin 

28car y , ~o . 16. 

_29 ,_'/i nifred F. Kno:( , "Saladin ," E:1c:ycl0 Dae dia 
br i t a~:1ica (11t h ed.), XXIV, P· 55 . 
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came to power i n Egypt i n 11 68 , he wa s given t he title of 

El Ealik en Nasr, r1hich meant t he "Conquering Kine; ." . This 

was the title under which t he people pf t he Moslem world 
• 7'. 1 

knew Saladin . :.; 

In the twelfth century after t he death of Zengi, 

Nur-ed-din be gan to establish order i n the Near East . With 

t he he lp of Shirk.uh, the Mounta i n Lion, and Ayyub , his 

brother (Saladin's f ather ), Nur-e d- din ruled f r om Edessa 

in the North to the Arabian desert in the Sout h . Nur-ed-din 

kept his capital at Damascus and sent Shirkuh and Ayyub , wh o 

were y ounger, out to do his figh ting against t he Christians 

and other Moslem chieftains . In t he year of 11 69 , Nur-e d- din 

made a truce with t he Crusaders and t he Near East was 

relatively quiet. 

'The territory of Egypt was ostensibly ruled by t he 

Fatimi d , Caliph , a nd was a ctually rule d by his Vizier, or 

minister, who was t he real dictator wi t h the Cal i ph as a 

fi gurehead . The Vizier of Egypt was playing the Crusaders 

a gainst the ar□ies of Nur- ed- din and his General Shirkuh . 

The Crusade rs rwre paid by t he Vizier to hold back t he army 

of Shirkuh . Then i n the next i nstance , Shirkuh hi Ds el f 

was called by t he Vizier to defend Egypt from t he Crusaders. 

~1 m, Crt•,~cqdes ( New Yor k : 
J Harold Laub , 1ne ~~----

and Company , I nc., 193il'":'" P• 30 . 
Do ubl eday 
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The leader of the Crus aders ~ 1 · K' ~ J , 1-lma r ic , , li,g o I er uso.le m, 

realized t ~e value of capturing and controllinc t he t err itor y 

0 .!" .,:' r.- "'"' Ut E_r-::_,r:'t ·c1,•as ', d. . d . ~ L~J - • ~J~ • ~ne 1v1 i nc point which ke pt t he Moslems 

of J est Africa apart fro ::1 t he Hoslems of t he Near East. Soon 

t his di vision of t he J:Iosle ::.s Vias also noticed by Shirkuh and 

~ .. :ur- ed- din . The y felt t hat Egypt 1:1as too 'Nea};. really to 

defe nd herself . The armies of both Shirkuh and Arnalric 

start ed a push for t he capture of Cairo i n 1168. Shir kuh 

r eached t he city first and proclaimed t hat he had s ave d t heee 

city . ~Tt1e ;1 t he time was rig:it he had ~he Vi zier killed . His 

ar my t hen ruled all of E.;ypt . Before .Shir kuh could establish 

hi ns el f as t he new Vizier , he died. The l eaders of t he army 

of Hur- ed- din , a l ong wit h t he Kalif, felt that a nevi Vizi eJ:' 

should be elected . The man -:1aned to l ead the army and Egypt 

Shirkuh ' s nephew , Sa ladin .32 

Saladin became t he leader of Egypt at t he time when 

he faced both a s plit i n his army and t he oncoming forces 

of Amalric of J er usalem. Sala din was a rather quiet man , a 

~an i nclined to be more of a scholar t han a warrior . He 

coi:mande d ·.is forc es .'lith cruel stre ngt h and re f i :1 ed. leader-

ship . · d~ , 81· .,_ ··-::i t.1.~ o·11s wit h wnat ever it too:.s;: to deal He na~ Lea ~~= 

"" h . ,,., -+ ·n· er i· + ·\·•as b. rute forc e or the fi nesse of a wit h ~ 8 17',-- .i.'l~ v l '-' ' 

pp . 26- 27 , 
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He reor~anize d t ~e 6 over nxe~t of ~gypt , 
re ) laced t he Fatir~.ids I officials v:i t h h~ s 0 1•,r·1 '-·,-.•u~-'-ed . r• o 1 

.J. J , i L,.J.. .::>L, .. . ...... 1 J 

a;,d , t i1 rougi his Officers , ie knew what the population was 
doi ng . Despite s uch k : o~led

0
~e h.e re · d 1 "f · 1 : maine a 001 ro~ ~ne 

throng of people i n his country . Sa ladi~ felt that the only 

~riy t ha t hi s forces of 3gypt and the forces of t he Near Eas t 

would be unit ed was t hrough t he Jiha d--or Hol y 0ar . Saladin 

felt t ha t tiis would sufficie ntly unite the Moslens i n order 

t hat t hey ~i gh t defeat the Christian~ of Jerus a len . Saladin 

was determi ned to subdue the Moslec forc e s that opposed hi CT 

and , i ~ this determi nation , he aroused t he a _ger of the 

IslaCTites , or t he fr eetninkers , a nd the Assassins against 

hi r!2 . ,:3 The Assassins eve~ ~ade a vain atte~pt upon hi s life .~ 

Saladi·: wa s ne ver able fully to rea lize his d:-ea:-11s 

for a ~~ited ~osle ~ world , ~or was he eve r f ully aj l e to 

r egain t he lost territories that t he Christians had capt ured. 

Saladin was able to capture Jerusa l e~ which was to r emain 

3L1-L1 the l1a·:1d2 of t he Ar ab s until 1917 • Saladin had done his 

' · · t · · ' e t' r'u.•s .::iders i n t ' _e ~1-ear . :2ast . He had fared oest ~o co ~ a in ~- v -

well a gai 2 st t ~e strongest of the European - ings --~oth 2ic hard 
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t he Lio n- Hear ted of En~la~ct a·i d p½· 1 · 
D .. , , • • i i p Augus t us of Fra:.1 ce . 

Ho had l ost Ac r e , Tri poli , a:.1 d Antioc h; yet he had r e~aptured 

Je r usa l em fr on t he han ds of t he Chr istia:.1 i nf idels . Sal adin 

di ed in 11 93 st i ll un cer tain t ha t hi s hol y war had been a 

s uccess. 35 

I n t he same l ocality t ha t Dant e saw Saladin he a lso 

s aw nany ot he r notab l es who were connected with t he cl a s s i cal 

age . Dante r enarke d whe n he r a i se d his head fr om sight i ng 

Saladin he 

. s pi ed t he master of the s apient t hro ng , 
sea t ed ani d t he phi l os ophic tra i n . Him a l l admi re , 
a l l pay him rever e nce due . Ther e Socrate s and Pl a to 
both I mar k ' d Nearest to him i n r ank , De mocrit us , 
wit h He r ac l i t us , and Empedocl es , and Anaxa~oras , 
and Tha l es s a ge , Ze no, a nd Diosc or ides we ll r ead 
i n nat ur e ' s s ecret lor e . Or pheus I mar k ' d and 
Linus, Tul ly a3d ~or a l Se nec a , Eucl id and Ptoleny , 
Hipnocra t e s , Ga l enus, Avi cen , a:.1 d hi m who ma de t hat 
corn:.11 ent ary vast , Averr oe s . 36 (si cJ _ 

Dante I s statement 11 I r aised my bro·u , I s pied t he 

mas te r of t he sapie nt t hro ng , 11 37 is a re fer e·::ce to t he great 

scie :1t is t and p11iloso pher , Ari s t otle • 

Ar is totl e became t he mos t famous pupil of Pl a to . 

He was born i n 384 B. C. a t Sta gira i n Chalcidice . He was 

35r8id . , pp . 538- 541. 
~ I' 

.)oCar y , P· 17 · 



t~e s on of a physician a t t he co urt of the King of Ma cedon . 

':'ii1e :1 Aristotle was s even t een he ._,,as se :1 t t o At:hens vrhi;;re he 

st udied un d~r Plato in t he Acade~y . I n 347 Aristotle lef t 

t he city of At hens a nd settled in Assus . I n As sus Aris

totle niarried the daughter of t he Kir.g of Assus . Bet··rnen 

the years of 343 and 340 Ar i stotle was the t utor of 

Al axander t he Great . ~hen Alexande r t he Great ca~e to 

t he throne of Macedon , Aristot l e left and ret ur ned to t he 

city of Athe ns where he opined a school called t he 

Lyce um . Here studen ts fro n all over Gr ee ce and t he Greek 

world ca~e to study under him. Her e , i n 322 , he died . 

22 

1<os t of t he works of Aristotle ar e lost , t hough sor'.le thirty

two have bee n attr ibuted t o him. T~e works t hat ar e at tri-

·outed to Aristotle are : si:-: works of Lo gic , know:1 a s the 

Or s a non ; over twe nt y works that de a l with the s ciences of 

astro~oCTy , phys ics , a nd even biol ogy , and also the wor ks 

titled 11 l-1etapi1ysics 11 and 11 Po litics11 are attributed t o 

hir;: ) B 

Plato was also o f t he fourth cent ury a~d the t eacher 

of Aristotle . · · 4~7 ~ C ~o a f a~~ly t ha t Plato was oorn in •c LJ • • ~ _ 

~ r, 

;;oJ,.,~e·-"1 ,·;-=-, rd Sv:aL;. , u...::> ~.1 .... ,,,_,. 

Har per a~d Bro t he rs , 1950 ) , 

T:rn _:1,:.::. ci2::t :·ro r l ci. 0 Tev: Yor'.:;: : - , ·, I , :p . ::;uo . 
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So cra t e s , wh o was a profound influence on h is life . Aft e r 

t he trial of Socrates , Plato 
left At hen s and studied. with 

Zu c lid . Later he traveled in Egypt a nd to Syracuse . Plato 

returned to At hens in 3 87 wher e he opened his famous Academy 

and ~e tau gh t t here until h e died in 3 47 at the age of eighty . 

~h e works t hat Plato left behind are we __ - known . I n t he year 

of 367 Plato wr ot e " The Di a loguesn (twenty- fi ve ir, n umbe r ). 

In 370 he wrote 11 The Republi c, 11 a work t hat descr i be s ·Plato ' s 

experi en c es i n Spa rt a . He was appar ently very much i nt rigued 

with t he way in which Spart a wa s run . 39 

So crat es was t he teach er of Plato , and Pl ato wa s 

present at the trial of Socrat es . So crates was born i n 470 

and d i ed in 399 B. C. He was poor , with only enough wealth 

to sufficiently allow h i m t o serve i n t he h eavy caval r y in 

· · p , · "/ ( ' 31 '0 ' -:, C ) c:o crate s c ould often "Che e.1. opo nnesi an a r 4 - 4 4 D e • • ..., 

' n t ~ e ~ ~rket plac e i n At hens ar
0
cuin ~ and asking oe s e en o. " L ,c.- . o 

~ · ' he Those student s who qu e stions i nstead o r answering -c rn . 

came t o h im we re t a u gh t to question t he world around the~ . 

He has ofte~ been a cc use d of be i ng a Soph i s t , yet he was 

not . 
LLO , · e no t alike to al_ people . · ~e fel t that all t nines wer 

t ' .ou .:3:1 t ce~_i e ve d in 
C~2rl es ~le xa~de r 
Va c ~illia ~ Co ~pan y , 
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·• 1· ? ·.:, t '10 Gr c,., '.- c.·r a·"' · · • 1 .. -,~.,, · - 0

• .. ,a t i s-c .4.ris t. o:' '1_;, ,,,_ r>r.: , , 1· · · · - ~- - •• - - oc i evl~G nim t o 

·oe o. Sophi s t , r i dic ll l ed hi:·.-: i:1 i i s play 11 T;:e Clouds. 11 • The 

o f that Socra t es t auzht t he younger 

gener c..tiori to ar gue in a n i rrespons ib le and di s honest way . ~- 1 

Socr a te s was co nde~~ed to deat h i n 399 3 . C. for s upposedly 

corru:;iti~g t he yout h of At hens . 42 

The r e~aini ng ~en t hat Dante saw wer e i mporta~ t to 

hi:".1 be cause of the i r various contributions to nistory as oe 

kne~ i t a t t i e ti~e . Der ocritus ( d . ci r ca 361 B.C. ) believed 

t hat t he world was for CTed by t he fortui tous couing toget ner 

of a to~s . Hera cli tus (sixt h cent ur y 3 . C. ) origi ~ated t he 

t he ory of perpetua l fl ux . The ay t hologica l poets , Or:phe us 

and Li nus , were tho ught of very hi ghl y by Dante as were 

Ci cero (d . 43 3 . C. ) a~d Se ~eca (d . 65 B. C. ). I ndeed , t heir 

'::T i t i :.igs s r ea tly L--i flu enced his ,.,ark . Dante lists Hi ppo

cr at es ( d . circa 377 B. C. ) and Ga l e: ( d . 200 B. C.) be caus e 

· ' ·' " .. '. osi- -.1.~ a -.:.·1ou-::: of +-he old vrorld ..,..,_,.,;-'ly s i ciar,s a t.d -C iley w2 r e -c ne .. v - - v " 

~ecaus e thei r knowledge , a long with t he kn owl edge of Avicenna 

( d . 1037 A. D. ) , t ?le /u•:J.oi an :physicia:'l , \-':2.. s - t augl1 t i "2 t he 

1:·.eciicv~l 
Da::-l t e .L ~sts 
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( d . 12JJ A. D. ) bec aus e it 

Aristotle t hat ~as t ~L•r'1t i ·(, 
"-o J. - ... the □edieval u~iver-

sities ~as t he Ar istotle of Averro es . 43 

I ~ Ca~to V Da~ te r ofers to Fra~cesca da Rioi~i a~d 

P.c:wlo - I' ... ' .L da.La-:es 1., 2.. . This is a tragic 16ve affair co~t eoporary 

Fran ces ca da rtL:iir_i 1·.ra s t he dau_:;:1. tor of G:.iido ITovello 

t ~e gr a~dso ~ of Da Pole~t a s , Lord of Rave ~3a . The f a~i ly 

of :?o le1:t3.s a:, d t :ie f s.: .1ily of t ~1e :·,:::o. l a t estas of RL1L:.i ne r e 

a t ~ar ~it~ eac~ othe~ i ~ t he for~ of a feud . The t wo 

fa~i lics ~e r e ~upposed to ~ec o~e r econciled wi t : t :ie ~arriage 

of F~&ncesca to Gia3ciot to ½alat esta . Giar_c iot to 

suppo sedly a cripple a~d , therefore , so~e~~e e l se was needed 

to court Fran cesc a . Paolo , the brother of Gia~ciotto , be came 

t :,.8 s v.i to r to F:.'.' a :1cesc a . The t -..·.ro :·,:·J.st ~1ave oeen deeply i:'l 

J :-·, 

-I·../ '"'" ~" D"'.,_ • 17- 18 • Vu . .1.. J , _ v 
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~: lLl, a t t he weddin 2 she r~o·u ·1 d · h · L • 1 .., _ ~ • . ~ a "i: l, ne r ea ::1a :'1 s no \·10.s t o 

oarry was t he cr ippl e d Gian c i ot to . 

Aft er t he ~e dding , t he demen ted , cr i J pl ed Gi anci ott o 

f ou:1d out ab ou t t he relations hip ::ie t we en Pa olo 2..:1 d ?rc::1ce s ca . 

I t see~e d t hat t he y wer e still ~u ch in love and had not be en 

t oo ca r e f u l a bo i.:. t t heir r e l a ti onsh ip .• A servan t i nfor med 

of tile ir a c tio :-: s o.. :'."' a' · ,,_, "" s-'-.""b·o" d -'- he ···, 'o ,-., -'- '-, -'-o 
J. J. J. \:::' l., c;,,. C . l, ,1. _ .., • • , V l, ! _ L, 

Per haps Dan t e 's r eason for i ns erting t De roman ce 

·;) e twe e:1 ?ra;1 ce sc e. and Pa olo i s t ha t he staye d for a v1bi l e 

at t he l1ous e of G'J.ido Novello (Francesc a ' s f a t ter) i n 132 1 . 

T~is vi sit was also Guido 's on l y cla i m to f a1e a nd he die d 

i n 1323 • 

L1 Ca nto VI Dar~te sta tc.-s tt A. f te r l o::1c st r ivin.; t hey 

'1.,·o ·0, ocd ·, a·.r1d Ll, J1e ~,·il~ part ·J~ fr o~ t l1c ~o ods ~ill . will co ::1e .1.. • • - -· _ 

chas e t he othe r with ~uch i n jur y 
h6 fort h . 11 

• This i s a 

r e for e;: ce 

Ci a c cio . 

in the I n fer no ~ade by a char acter of Da ~t e 

-·re.i.~e_r e~ce to his pro phecy of Ci a c c io is 1;1ak i:1g a 

of Flor e ~1ce . 

ThG old s truggl e be t wee~ 
L' 
v !"l8 Guel f s , t he 0ii t es , 

t De 
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was re~ewed unde r t he 

parties of Neri , the Blacks led by 

Corso Do,:ati , and t he Bia;'lc '11 i· , 7.·n· e -,1 v 0hites l ed by Ver i _de 
Cerc i1i . The party of Corso Do;'lati was of t he old ·{looi l i t y 
c1:'ld t h e partv of de ,.., 1 · 

J ~erc 11 was of t he nev nobi lity of bankers 

&!1d mercha::i ts . The "' parl,y of Donati hoped for aid fro m the 

Pope (Boniface VIII) . '•11· -'-' t' ' 1 11 l,n ne ne p of Pope Bo:'1iface VIII , 

Do nati hoped to capture the city of Florence and overt hrow 

tne goveri1ment in power which was the Y/hi tes of the Bia';,·1chi. 

The governnent i n power was the one in which Dant e hi mself 

served as prior.47 

Three agents of Donati were accused of treason by the 

priors of Florence and condemned to death . T~e Pope retal

iated by threatening t o excornnunicate the priors . The 

~essage fro m the Pope to t he priors did not seem to t ake and 

t hey again banished and e~i led some of the nobles of the 

Neri party of Donati . These accused ~en were exiled jecause 

of their assaults upon the members of t he Gui lds . The matter 

was now out of t he hands of Pope Boniface VIII and he called 

for aid of Cnarles of Va lois to enter Ita l y an d ca pture 

Flore nce a~ d eve n help Charles II of Naples r ecapt ure Sicily 

f . . ".I , "' .L" .,... 48 rox ~~e nonensl, au ie,i . 

47.,..., .,,., ' '1 , d Schevill , Hi stor;.r .2.f. Flor ence ~:,Ie·:,. York : 
n t e~a - ~aPnubli·shi·ng Co ., 1961), pp . l bl - 19~ -.:<rederic~ Uncar 



Charles of Valois v,as t he 80 -,, of 0 1 · 1 · rr -
1 - .. ~n l lp , King of 

France . In 12 90 he married a daught er of Charles II ,- King 

of Hapl es , and had t he t l1ro·."e f , f ~ h. · .• o Hr agon o r er ed to .im oy 

Pope l--Iartin IV who had exc on°r0 u·n i· cated i· ts l i· . ..., ~ ,u ,, •• -;: " ::6 . ( Pedro 
III) . 49 

Charles of Val ois entered Flore~ce i n 1301 and made 

his i ntentions cleaf that he had come only at t he request 

of Pope Boniface and that he was only to restore some forn 

28 

of order . Charles then had to contend with Do nati and his 

party the Neri ( the Bl ack ) who entered th~ city and ransacked 

the houses of the Florent ine priors . One of t hese houses was 

Dante ' s home . 

So on t he whole city of Florence was i n an uproar . 

There were killings , rio t s , robbing an d t he v,eal th:' banl·:ers 

lost whole fortunes to tho s e people who would br azenl y ent er 

their houses and ~emand their money or t heir lives . Finally 

· d a~.d oustea' -1-l,he old priors and elected the Blacks gaine power ,. _ 

new ones . The 'Hh j_tes were co nde nned a:1d exiled . Over three 

~o de·at 'n but nost of t hese were hundred were co ndemned ~ 

allowed to escape . 

-1--~o· il··le Charles of Vca.lois did not see n Durin~ all the ~~ ~ u , 
0 

to have control of the situatio n. 

Lr9 11 Char l es , 11 Encvc lo Daedia 
V, p. 936 . 

After order was r estored 

(11th ed . ) , 



29 
J . .: t irn Bl ac1rn , Cl1arles l o ft for Sici l y . 50 

I 11 C ::1. r J.. o X J.. ' • 

- c ., l, , l,
11ere is the r e fere nce to Fr ede r ic i-~- II , 

E~peror of the Holy Ro man Empire , King of Si cily and Jerusa l em . 

Dan te asked a s hade what lies within Hell and the sha de re

plied " l-iore t han a thousand with r:1e here are laid . i;'fi t hL: 

is Frederick , seco nd of the name , and t :ne. Lord Car .dinal. 115 1 

The refere nce to t he Lord Cardinal concerns Cardi~al 

Octavian Ubaldini . He was Cardinal of Flore·ci ce a t t he · time 

of the Gue lfs ' and Ghibeiline s 1 struggle for power . 

He us ed his powe r s wher ever possible to he l p the 

Ghibellines in Florence or even in the court of the Pope 

i r: Ro::1e . 

He was fro m t he Ubaldini fami ly of Flore nce a nd he 

\'.'as so used ·oy t he Ghibellines t hat he s aid , 11If t here is 

a soul , I have lost mi ne a thousand ti~es for the Ghibe l -

1~-- e~ 11 52 
..L b u • 

Frederick II o f Ger:nany was ofte: r e f erred to as 11 t he 

( t dl·) This r e f erence was 1-vot,.der of t he world 11 s uuo r mun • 

1 ·oec:'.'.luse of his s c' .olarship , his widespr ead made probab y --

. · d Ii.1odi'ci~e his i nterest i n ornit hology , L1terest i E scie!1ce an 1 ~ • , 

c:;o r ' . 11i· Hi storv of Flore t!Ce ( Was }li:1gto:1: 
. ./ lhc colo hacniave ' . - 6 72 

l·.·1. ... uu·o1 i· shers , 19 10 ), PP · 5- · -\falter Du·.:-L'.le , 

51car y , P• 43 . 

521- 1--: d J ~ • -
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j is transce ~dent pol i tic a l "Oa ls 

0 , hi s refusal to bow before 

t he powers of the papacy , and his gre a t s ervic e s to educatio n 

( he wa s fou nder of the University of Naples) . He was a lso 

a bit ter an d i ~placable partis a n i n his struggle for the 

control of Italy • Born i n 119L~ a t t he tovm of Iesi ( or 

Jesi) , 53 a to wn i n t he . march of .11 nco na 
h. nort heast of Rome , 

his parc :1 ts v,ere Co nstance , daughte r ·of Ro ger II of Sicily , 

and Emperor Henry VI , s on of Fr ederick Barba r ossa . 

Since Frederick was thij onl y child of Henr y VI and 

Constance , she t ook every precaution to make sure he would 

not be deprived o f his rightful asce ndan ce to t he German 

t hrone . 

Constance was thirty v,hen s he married Henry , 
forty - t wo when she gave birth to her onl y chi ld . 
Fearing doubts .of he r pregna ncy , s he had a te nt 
e rec ted in t he rna r ~e t pl a ce at Jesi ( near An cona ) ; 
and there , i n the sigh t of all , s he was delivered 
of t he boy who was to become t he most fasci:1at i3~ 
fi ~ure of the cu l mi nating Medieval centur y ... 4 

0 

Frede r i ck was a wild boy . He was left to run loose 

in the streets o f Jesi without r e gard for his safety . 

11 d · d y e-'-l, n' e was a poe t , He was neve r s ystema tic a ye uca ~e , 

· ted with ~at he rnatics . s poke six lan ~uage s , an d was acquain 

( . 11 98) h~ was crow~e d King of When he was four ye ars old in .c 

53 ~, . ., D - · -i .!- _ - Or ton Tne S:i.ort er Ca:-flbri d :re 
v ■ '. i ■ ... r e-v _l,e , --=--- U . rsi· -'- y P..,.. ess 

( . t' Ca"1br1dce ni ve l, , ... ' 1'-~e c::. i eva l Histor;-r A.: ae " 0 

Zngl a~d , 1952 ) , ? · 612 . 

54Dura~t , P· 714 . 



Sic i l y . 
3 1 

1U t he de a t h of hi s "'Ot her C . . . ,., , ons ~ance , Po,e I nnocent 

I II ·,rns appoL1 t e d t o be hi s .,ua,,.di· ::i -1 At 
6 • c.. 1 • t he a ge of t welve 

ie to l d Pope I nnoce nt III t hat he no, ~anger needed a guar dia~ , 

di s ~i sse d the deputy re gent and took over his own gove r nment . 

At fou r tee .~ he came of a 0~e , a~d t f "DJ. · d C t ,. a l L~ee n , marrie ons ·ance 

of Ar a go,1 . 5 5 

~he n Pope I nnoce nt III excommunicat ed Otto IV of 

Ger uany , the German t hrone was open to Fre derick . Wit h· t he 

he l p of I nnoce nt III , t he barons a nd bi s hops of t he e ::1pire 

elect ed Frederi ck Emperor . I nnoce nt III extra ct ed t he 

promise fro m Freder i ck t hat he would de f end t he papal 

sta t e s . Fr e derick was t o give u~ Si cily and t ur n i t ove r 

to his son ; he was t o main tain a ll powers of the chur ch i n 

hi s kingdo□ ; a nd he was t o go crusadi nz f or t he Holy Chur ch . 

Af ter Philip August us de f eated Otto ' s ar my a t Bouvi nes , 

Frederick wa s cr owne d Emperor at Aachen i n. 1215.56 

Aft er Fr ederick ' s coro natio. a t Aa che n in 1215, he 

di d ~ot follow his vow to i nstiga t e anot her crus a de . Ot t o ' s 

· d ar '.1Y a
0
rra i '_,1 s t n i m a·.1d he had to brot he r , He nr y , r a i s e a a 

Afte r t he de f eat o f iienr y , he defend his new k ingdom. 

J. d - J. a ..,., solu+e .,..,0 wer to ,1ool e s and gave gr a :1 ~e a l !'nos ~ ..., v ~ 
chart ers of 

551• . d Ol • , pp . 714- 715. 
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self- Gover~[ ent to certain cit ies . The effect of t he se 
c~ar ters was temporarily ~e ne f i cial to Frederick , but in the 
lo i1g r un i t undermi ned · i mperial governme nt. 

Delays kept him fro m goi· nor- 0 .,,., .. •• nis intended crusade . 

The barons in sout her n Italy and the s aracens i n Sicily 

revolted and Frederick arcued +ha+ he t ., ., ., r:ius put t hese down 

before any campaign could ~e waged i n t he form of a crusade. 

Finally in 1227 Frederick oega:1 gathering a large 

fleet of rne -:1 and arr.1s at Brindisi. By now Gre gory IX was 

t ne Pope a :1d he would acc ept no excuse s for not start L1c-o 

the vowed crusade . Frederick himself ~as sick wi t h an 

in fectio n and the crusading ar~y had come to a standstill. 

Gregory IX , due to his lack of patience and understanding 

of the problems t he n excommunicated Frederick . 

' The crusade did start , but not until 1228--almost 

s even mont hs after its first preparation ·starte d . While 

Frederick was gone , Gre gory I X started negotia tions with 

the Ger man nobles to absolve t he m fro m t he ir oaths of 

crusade . He also tried to find way s to dispose of Frederick . 

In t he ~eantime Frederick 0ade a peace with Al - K~.il , the 

d Jerusalem whi ch he took uithout Saracen , and was gr a nte 

losing a life . While at J erusalem, he crowned himse lf King . 

+..,,,e church declared t hat Jerusale:-n ,m s de s eOne Bishop i n .,.,_ 

OI~ .t'~rederick and stopped a ll 
crated oy the mere pres0nce 

r eli6i ous services until he left . 



33 
Afte r l eavi n T J 1 . · , 

G erusa em , he proc eede d bac~ t o Ital y 

where he a gain organized an armv wi .._ ,n th .; ... t · , .,. v 1, _ , e .J.. ;1 1, en i o ,1 0.1. 

recaptur ing t he It a l ian city-sta tes and t he countryside 

t hat had be en captured b y the papa l army while he was on t he 

crus ade. Finally Frederi ck and Pope Gre gory IX agre ed to 

peace a~d signed t he Treaty of San Germano i n 1230 .57 

Freder i ck was a n able Emperor. He estab l i s he d t he 

Univers i t y of Naples i n 1224 . . He delved in to t he arts ·of 

alche~y and astrolo gy and other occult sciences. He had a 

zoolo gic a l garde n for study and he passed l aws t hat a llowed 

furt he r a dvan ce rne -:1,ts i n t he arts of me di cine. 

Freder i ck was not onl y a leader in t he arts of 

science , mat hematics, medicine and phi losophy , but 

perha ps he saw i n t h~ medieval age a new period ahead t hat 

v:ould changa the world as ne irn e\·1 it. He allowe d t he pr a c

tice of religious fre edom to t hose of differ en t f aiths i n 

Je~1A, GreeK' Cathol i cs an d Mohammedans we re his kL1gdo m. v ~ 

a llowed to pra ct ice t he ir own di ff er ent religio ns as t hey 

h Sed and molested by hi r.o. . Ye t pl ea.s ed -.,1ithout oei:1g aras 
h hold office i n any pub lic t he s e pe opl e could not teac or 

form. 

57D_ig., pp. 715-717. 
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Eve~ t hough Frederick had · of gi ve :-1 so ::-ie forms 

re ligi ous freedo ms, people could not co nvert fro m Ch~istian -

i t v to Judai s m or Islam vii t hout severe · , t 
J pur. is ffn en . He did 

not even go so far as to allow freedom of speec h to the 

professors of t he University of Napl es . This freedo m was 

reserved for onl y Frederick II, t he Emperor of the Holy 

Roi;1a n Empire . 58 

' 
Frederick entered the struggle for the power in the 

city of Florence in 1247. He supported the Uberti factio n 

of t he Ghibelline s and sent them a selection of German 

kni ghts to he l p secure the government. The Ghibelline 

nobles ruled with the help of Frederick's son whom he sent 

to ke ep order among the leaders i n power. However, in 1250 

at the death of Frederick II, the Guelfs revolted and again 

captur~d t he governrne ~t. 

Frederick, "the wonder of the world ," died i n 1250. 

He had bee n Emperor for thirty-five years. 

58~., pp . 720-721. 



CHAPTER III 

I NFERNO: CHAPTERS X-XVII 

I n Dante's journey through Hell he come s to the very 

edge of the precipice that encloses the seventh circle. 

Here he sees the tomb of Pope Anastasius, the supposed 

heretic.
59 

Dante states that on the edge of the striking 

abyss, 

... behind the lid Of a great monume nt we stood 
retired, Wheron this scroll I r.1ark'd: "I have i n 
charge Pope Anastasius, whom Photinus drew From the 
right path. 11 60 (sicJ . 

It is very possible that Dante confused Pop~ Anasta-
. · 61 

sius with the Emperor of the same time. . Pope Anastasius 

II was Pope from 496-498. He succeeded Pope Gelasius and it 

was hoped that he could bring the "Acacian Schism" to a n end. 

59cary, p. 43. 
60rbid., p. 44. 

61Th B'•·zantine E:-,1peror Anastasius I (4? 1-5~8 A.D.) 
e J ~ d ,·th Pope Anastasius lI. He 

is the person Dan l,e ~~ n fuse \/:,., eror was troubled by 
was a Monophys ite. His rule_ac ~~pin 

4
a2 by t he Byzantine 

the 11 He ~1.otico :1. 11 
( a doc umen t is~ue 1 the oreac h betwee n the 

~mperor Zeno in an atte~pt ~t~s ea He was a good administra
Monophysites and Ch~lceao?ia~ni;rior administration. He 
tor, and he reorganized~~~ i ~ ~n·e Eastern Bishops with 
t · d + · , 10 noY'\hysi t-isin o ,. l, 

1
, ,, ., rie ~o i mpose ~, ~· . h . d Phioxenus of ~aaougn . 

~he ~e l p of Seve~us of ~n~i~c N:~ Catholic Encyclone1ia 
n •""h~ ra~ 11 A~acian Sclns,n, - 196 7 ) pu 61-b2 · 

. "" i l, , I., • . k Company, o , " . ;i., 
Orew Yor k : M:cGraw-H~ll ~oo sius II, Pope, 11 pp. 4 7r5-4 79. 
and , Ibid., J. Chaplin, Anasta - . 
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1,'/i'th his election ~l,n' e · news was s t t · en o all parts of t he 
e~pi r e and to the Emperor Anast asi· us I. 

Pope Anastas ius 
w:J-s prepar ed to 1:1.ake some 

co ncession in the Acacian con-

troversy by proposing to reco gnize the baptisms and 

ordi nations of _the Acacians. Th e Roman clergy was greatly 

upset with Pone Anastasi· ·u.s for h " f · -
~ is riendly reception of 

Photinus. Photinus had been sent to Rome _by the archbishop 

of Thessalonica who was an ardent supporter of the 
. 62 Acacians. 

The problem of the "Acacian Schism" (484-519) was 

an out growth of Monophysitism. Monophysitism, or 11 Eutych

ianisrn ," "taught that Christ had but one personality a:'1 d a 

s ingle nature. 1163 Monophysitism was an outgrowth of an 

earlier form of heresy known as Apollinarism. · Apollinarism 

was ext~e mely successful with monks because it enlarged the 

divinity of Christ and dee mphasized the humani ty. This 

belief was i n opposition to the views of the Nestorians and 

t , . ' 1 · ~ . d 1 · 64 neir oe ier i n ua ism. 

· ~ad co~e fro m ~utyches The ideas of Monophysitism ,, ~, ~ 

(c. 378-454), who had been in a monastery since the age of 

He ,,,anted to oust Nestorians fro m ten in Constantinople. ~ 

62~., pp. 478-479• 
Oc3 As ary of Catholic History Newman C. Eberhardt, - umw ~~3~--

(St . Louis: B. Herder Book co., i 9ol), P· 25 · 

64 I bid . 
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Constantinople, Syria, and Egypt. 

The Honophysite doctrine spread, 
but in 448 at.the 

Synod of Co nstantinople, Eutyches 
was excommunicated and 

expelled fro m the priesthood. H 
e appealed to the Pope and 

t he Emperor but was unsuccessful. I n 449 a council was 

held at Ephesus where all who opposed Eutyches were kept 

from speaking. Following the vote of reprieve by Dioscorus 

of Alexander with imperial troops to aid him, the rest of 

the council repudiated and rescinded the ruling of the 

Synod of Constantinople-of 448. When Emperor Theodosius 

heard of the resolves of Ephesus he agreed, not knowing 

how the vote was obtained. 65 

The "Acacian Schism," was an outgrowth of the 

Monophysites, Chalcedonians and the opposing papal views. 

When Aciacius, Patriarch of Constantinople, came to power 

in 472 he opposed the then Emperor, Basiliscus. When the 

Emperor Zeno was restored to power in 476 he disposed of 

Peter the Fuller of Antioch and other Monophysite bishops. 

He also, with the insistence of the· Emperor, consecrated 

t he Chalcedonian, Caladion, as a Bishop of Antioch. This 

t . d , co~plai·nt fro m Pope Simplicus (468-483) ac ion rew neavy u, 

be cause of unwarranted interference outside his jurisdiction. 
D . 

Acac ius refused to adhere to the wishes of the ~ope, so in 
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484 Pope Felix III excommunicated 'ni·m i·n 

a Roman Synod. I n 
t he ye~r 485 t he excommunication of A 

cacius was upheld and 
t he r:1e mbers who had been taken fro rn thei· r patriarchs wera 66 restored. 

I n 49 1 Emperor Anastasius I ascended the Byzantine 

throne . Before he was allO\''ed t t h · • o accep t e crown he had to 

sign a declaration of faith in the Council of Chalcedon. 

During the same ti;11e, Patriarch Euphemius tried to 1:1ake · a 

reco nciliation with Pope Gelasius (492-496). When Pope 

Anastasius II asce nded the papal throne in 492, he still 

maintained that Acacius and his followers were schismatic. 

Pope Anastasius later pardoned some of the followers of 

Acacius due to their change in views. Acacius, however, 

remained forever excommunicated from the church. 67 

Pope Anastasius had hoped to bring rec~nciliation 

between Rome and Constantinople. I n his negotiations he was 

believed to have joined the followers of Acacius because of 

his pardoning of Archbishop Andrew of Thessa lonica and his 

· ~ The p. eople of Rome and some of reception of Photinus in nome. 

to r ealize that Archbishop Andrew had the clergy did not see m 

Of Acacl·us and had been accepted back given up the be liefs 

i nt o t he church. 68 

66chirat, pp. 61.-62 ~ 

671' · , p 62. ~. ' . 
68Brusher, P• 100. 



So Po pe Anastasius I I 
, a mi ld-manner ed a~d kind 

man , wa s co ndemn ed t o Hell by Dan te. 
The Pope 's f ollower s 

iri Ro me a l so condenned hi m on · 
a misunderstandi ng and a fe w 

i ndi s cr ee t r emar ks by Photinus, ,~n· 
0 " was Arc hb ishop Andre w's 

repr ese ntative to t he Po pe 1· n R .:. ome. Pope Anastasius died 
i ri 498 , s till unab le to bring his mo.st want ed uni t y and 
peace back to his bel~ved church.69 

I n Dante's lifetime t here v1a s a t gre a cont empt 

t he pr a ctice of usury. In his journey t hrough Hell he 

mentio ne d t he practic e twice. By placing it i n Hell, 

Dant e ef f ectively s howed his cont empt for t he practice. 

He ment i oned t he t wo citi es of "Sodom and Cahors"70 as 

being mar ked wit h a seal. Cahors was a town t n Guyenne 

( Gienne), a province of France. The town v,as noted for 

. its usu·ry and fro m here the usurer took his vice and 

services to other · parts of Europe. The Germans referred 

to t he usurers of Europe as "Kawerschen ," meani ng men fro m 

Cahors.7 1 La ter, i n the same Canto (C~nto XI) Dante again 

r e f erred to t he usurer by remarking "in another path t he 

usurer wa l ks. 1172 

69I . . d :::> l • 

70car y , p. 45• 
71 ( d) T~e Cambrid~e Medieval Hi s to ry 

J. R • Tanner e • , __s_ · 2 481' 
( New York : The Mac rnillian Company , 19 9), Vl , P· o • . 

72car y , p . 47• 

39 
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The pr a ctice of usury had 1 ong been condemned by St. 

Ambr os e , Aristotle, and even the Ol d Testament had re gul a-
t i ons to prevent it among the I 1 srae ites. But in the Middle 

Ages usury was simply defined as the charging of interest, 

not of excessive iriterest. One of the main occupations of 

t he church in the medieval period was to prevent usury in 

any and all formso The Council of Nicaea in 325 had passed 

rules that prohibited the clergy from any form of usury~ 

The church looked upon usury as a moral problem and a 

sin which fell under the ban of the church as any other 

sin. The church took such punitive measures as excommini

cation, banning the person from entering a church, and dis

approval of burial on ground consecrated by the church. The 

severity of the church drove the practice underground for a 

while. When usury emerged again, the church could not 

control the Jewi with the severe canon la~ of the Catholic 

Church, so the Jews continued to practice usury. The whole 

period of the middle a ges raged with the theological argu

mentation of usury. Future Popes, including Alexander III, 

Innocent III, and Gregory IX, all forbade different forms 

of usury. However, the Franciscans started a mutual credit 

institution which received from the borrower 10 per cent on 

t he grounds that this percentage was needed as expenses. 

. ·1s ratified the practice. This 
Later two ecumenical counci 
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rat i f icat i on ope n e d the doors to liberalism and the practice 

wa s use d e lsewh ere.73 

Usury was practiced i·n some parts of Europe prior 

to t h e twelfth century. B t b · u, eginning in the twelfth 

c entury, the economic influence of Italian banking and 

fi nancial circles was gradually extended over the Alps. 

Th e availability of ready capital pro gressed throughout 

Europe in the form of loans or speculation. In 1250 Floren

tin~ gold found its way as far as England because of its 

availability and its quality. Also this form of good 

quality coin brought an opening up of negotiable currency. 

While other areas practiced the policy of life insurance, 

it did not come to Italy until the fourteenth century. 

Th e church attacked this form of money usag e as usury. 

Pope Innocent III and other Popes had tried since 

t he be ginning of the thirteenth century to outlaw usury, but 

t h ey were unsuccessful. The usurers left Italy and went to 

France and Germany. The denun ciat i ons of t h e practice go 

a s far back as t h e eigh th century wh en it was denoun ced 

by t h e English a n d Carolingian church es. Howe ve r, by t h e 

t h irt eenth century, ~sury had swept t h e whole of Europe. 

73 ( d ) 'T1he c~mbr i dge Ec onomic History 
•1,1• •1,1 . Postan e , ~-~=~-~ 

Univer~ity Pr ess, 1963 ), III, PP• 
of Eu r ope (Cambridg e: 
5b4-570. 



Hardly a coun try , or reco gnized organization , or ki ng had 

not used it for profit, or lost at it.74 

. The ~en of Asti75 we re amo~g t he first tb mi gr a te 
l } co~~iderable numbers beyond the Al ps , and with them 
m1gra1..1ons s e emed to have become a habit. According 
to t heirrown chronicler it was "in the year of our 
l ord 1 ?20 11 

[sic] t hat they 1'be gan to lend a :--1 d practise 
usury i n France • • . beyond t he mountains." [si9 
Some times they handled the hi "h as well as the low 
fi nance. 11 76 ° 

The practice of usury was de grading mainly because 

of t he people who usually had need of t he service. These 

42 

people were the poor of the social system and the interest 

charged was outrageous. It is very doubtful if the borrower 

even knev, how much he was to pay back , or eve n understood 

the interest computations. The high i nterest rate was 

co mmon throughout Europe. 

Various t ypes of Italian financiers are to b~ 
fou nd in the North . T~ey are humb~e usur~rs, wno 
wande r over France a nd German~, do i~g a l i ~tle · 
buying and selling , but occupie~,rn~inl y , like some 
lendi nc-:- to s mall f olk who pawn 1.. ne1r house hold, 
goods to get advances at t~e well-known usurers 
rate, 43½ per cent • • • 7 

74Tanner, VI, pp. 485-495• 

75 1 ~ed close to Tur in and the 
A s m~ll tow~ oca1..1291-1 ~13 this area was the 

Pe nn ine Al ps i n It~~Y· I n .
8 

i n ~resent day Northern 
Duchy of Savoy . Tni~ a re~ 1 

0 . Db p. 95. . 
Italy . Inset refere n~e I~~·ai Atlas ( ninth edition ; 
\/i lliar.1 R. Sheperd, Hi~t~lic Inc 1964), pp. 90, 95. 
New York : Barnes and No e, ·, 

76Tanner, VI, P• 486. 

771• . d Ol • 
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~he practice of usury was neve; fully controlled. 

Later it developed to form b k" an ing houses and by this_ time 

popes , k i ngs and still the everyday r,"en 11 ,., were to.t a y 

i nvolved in t hi s form of borrowi·nc . I 
v tis i nteresting to 

note t ha t even the religious orders of t he Templars and the 

Teuto nic Knights practiced a related form of usurj . Tech

nic ally , they were not practicing usury, but did carry on 

a sinilar business in the form of monastic contracts. 78 It 

is ea s y to see why such a condemned practice survived. The 

ne ed for capital in most cases finds the available capital 

t ha t will be lent ,for profi t--so the business has flour

ished in one for m or another until the present day . 

In Canto TVlelve Dante makes a reference to Alexander. 

It is not known whether he is referring to Alexande~ t he 

Great or Alexander of Pherae. Dante probably placed both 

Alexa~ ders i n Hell because they were not Christians. 

states, 11Here t hey wail aloud The i r merciless wrong. 

Alexander dwells, And Dionysius fell; who for many a year 

Dante 

Here 

. S . . 1 "79 r--sic 7 of woe wrought for fair ici Y· ~ J 

(d . d 359 BC) ruled Pherae Al exander of Pherae ie c. • -· 

3 8 BC During hi s rule, he was so 
i n Thessaly fro m 369- 5 · · 

II ~ Macedon tried to i ntervene. 
despotic that Alexa ~der or 

78~., P• 491 ■ 

79cary, P· 51 • 
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Whe n Alexander II l e ft Thessaly , 

a f te r his att empt a t inter-

ve ntion , Alex~nder of Phe r ae ruled j ust as cruelly and 

de s pot ically as ever. 
The peopl e of Thessa l y t hen asked 

help fro m Thebes, but the envoy fro m Thebes t o Pherae was 

captured and t hrown i nto prison i n 368 . Late r i n 368 , t he 

Theban Ge neral Epamino ndas rescued the T~eban envoy by ' 

force. I n 364 Alexander lost t he batile of Cynosce phalae 

to t he Thebans and was fo~ced to recognize t he fr ee dom·of 

t he Thessalian city. In 359 he was killed by his brot~er 

at t he i nsistence of his wife.BO 

Al exander the Great (356-323 B.C.) was t he son of 

Phili p of Macedon . He was taught by t he famous Aristot l e. 

During t he time of Ale xander, Philip, · his fat her, was br i'ngi ng 

Mace do n up i n to a mili tary state to gai n lea dership .of t he 

Gre ek city-states i n t he South. Philip ' s hope had been to 

firmly unite t h ~ Breek states i nto a we ll-run mac hi ne for 

war against Persia. 

At t he age of sixtee n , young Alexander commande d t he 

Mac e do n army, a nd i n his father's abse nce, he put do vm a 

r evolt t ha t could have crumbled t he s tat e . In 336 Al exander's 

fat he r was ass a s si nat ed while ce l ebr ating t he marriage of 

hi s da~ghter to Al exander I of Epirus. The t hrone was open 

for young Ale xa nder III. 
His command of t he army enab l ed 

8 Bevan , IIAlexa nder III~" Encvclo paedi a 
OEdwin Robert l~e w York : Encyclopedia Brita nnica 

Br i t ann ic a (11t h ed.; 1 

Company, 191 O), I, P• 552 • 
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him t o override the ot he r claimants to the throne. He had 

t he new son of Philip by Cleopatra put to death as well as 

his cousin , Amyntas. After this he united the country and 

postponed the plans for his father's attack upon Persia. 

Be fore Alexander III could hope to control lower 

Greece, he first had to put down rebellions fro m barbarian 

tribes close to his own border. This done, he moved i nto 

Greece proper a nd took Thebes. After this he strengthehe d 

his alliance wi th Thebes, Athens, and Sparta. I n the spring 

h d · t · 8 1 of 334 e crosse in o Asia with an army of 35,000 r~en . 

At the spring crossing of the Dardanelles, Alexander 

was commander and chief of the Macedonians and t he League 

of Corinth. He commanded 30,000 foot soldiers and upwards 

82 of 5,000 horses. 

The a mount of troops that Alexander the Great took 

1 f G C Hl·s arm. y 1ni
0
aht mee t~ laraer with him was arge or ree e. •" u 

force i n the field, but that force would hardly be as well-

d h ·s He 
0
aat hered his troops fro m prepared and traine as i • 

wherever he could in Greece and i n any territory t hat he 

His horsemen were made up primarily of co ntrolled . 

Hacedoi1ians, 

81Ibid.' Robert B. Edwyn, 11Alexander III," I, pp. 545-

547. 
The CambridPe Ancient His~ory 

82J •. B. Bury (ed:), company , 19~7), Vi, p. 3, , 
(New York: The Macmillian 
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... Of Alexander's If t 
viz . The Phalanx 9 0gnan_ r y , _l2,000 were Macedonians, 
a nd t he hypasui ts' 3 , 00~, ~? six te~ritorial battalions, 
12 , 000 we re G;eek ' ' ' in three _oattalions; and 

d . ' composed of allies (Lea ~ue hoplites) 
atn ~ercen

1
~r~ 0t-s (partly peltasts) . . The re; ainin~ i nfan-

. '" . • grianian Javelin-men Cretan r y \', ere i gn ar roe d. ~ . . 0 

arc hers, a nd Ti1racians. 3 csic J ' 

I n 334 Alexander defeated the Persians at the Battle 

of Granicus and then proceeded to Ephesus. He moved further 

i n 334 to Gordium, the location of the famous "Gordian Knot." 

In 333 he met and defeated Darius, the king of the Persians, 

at the Battle of Issus even though Darius had the larger 

army. In 331 Alexander pressed his army furt her into Persia 

and in the same year he fought the Battle of Arbela. His 

conquest led him as far as Beas in India. Here the army 

refused to go further and Alexander turned home. During 

the returning trip he died. 84 

Dante's reference to Alexander of Pherae or Alexander 
I 

t he Gre~t also included the mention of Dionysius of Syracuse. 

••And Dionysius 'fell, who many a year of woe v,rought for fair 

Sicily. 1185 

Dionysius I of Syracuse (c. 432-367-B.C.) was also 

known as 11 The Elder. 11 He supposedly began life as a clerk 

the O
~overnment of Syracuse. 

in a public office in 

831.21£. 

B4Ibid., pp. 358-422 • 

85cary, P• 51 · . 

Over the 
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ye ars he i mproved his position and made himself r 1.1ler of 

Syracuse. Under his rule Syracuse was turned into a • 

military state a nd under his power he ruled almost all of 

Sicily. His rule Of Syracuse extended from Sicily into 

sout he r n Italy, all Of which he ruled with an iron hand. 

He carried on a war with Carthage in the hope of capturing 

all of Sicily and ending the Carthaginian influence on the 

island. The territory he ~aptured was kept by right of a 

treaty he signed with Carthage. 86 This treaty allowed 

that, 

••• Carthage was to keep Acragas, Selinus and Thermae 
and t ~:e Elyman and Sican towns were to remain her 
subjects. Gela and Camarina were to tributary and 
unwalled cities. The Sicels were to be free, and 
Messana and Leontini were to be recognized as inde
pendent commonwealths. The Carthagi nians were to 
guarantee ~he rule of Dionysius_over ~yracuse and 
the integrity of Syracusan territory. '( 

Out of this treaty, Dionysius had gained recognition 

fro m Carthage as the ruler and leader of Syracuse. Having 

thus achieved recognition by Carthage, he was even more 

firml y established in Syracuse. He enlarged his powers by 

and enlar
6
~ing the naval fleet. He extending the army 

k" • t· of Syracuse and ruled the strengthened the for~ifica ions . 

city stringently. He adopted the title "Ruler of Sicily," 

all Of Sicily's ruler. In 398~392 B.C. though he was not 

86Bur y , VI, PP• 108-133• 

S7Ibid,, P• 113 ■ 
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war broke out be twee n Syracuse and C t · · 

ar nage again . During 
t his period he carried on a hit-and-run war . Vlith the 
Carthagi nian navy, and d f d d 

e en e the to vms of Syracusan 

possess i on as we ll as he co~ld i·n si· c1.·1y. D uring the 
campaign Dio nysius besieged a city named Matya. When he 

had captured it, he massacred all the inhabitants. The wars 

with Carthage we re on and off again . In 369 Dionysius had 

to se nd troops _to Sparta to uph?ld an agreement wi th that 

city-state i n defense a gainst t he Thebans. 88 

Dionysius died in 367 B.C. Duri ng his rule the state 

of Syracuse far exceeded her natural boundar i es of a Greek 

city-state. The policies of Dionysius he lped encourage 

the growt h of Syracuse in trade, prestige , and military 

i nfluence. Dionysius I, King of Syracuse, was s ucceeded to 

the throne by his son of the same name who became Dionysius 

II, The Younger. 

I n Canto XI I Dant e makes a reference to Ezzelino 

) I d R O '' And t hat forehead (Azzolino or Ezze lin II a oman · 

whi ch has such b lack hair is Azzolino . 11 89 The s ame sentence 

continued 

Obizzo of 

refers to Obizzo of Este' "that 

Este , in the world destroye d by 

88 d 112-134• Ibi ., PP• 

89Norton , P• 17. 

90cary, P• 51. 

with flaxen locks 

his foul stepson . 1190 



Ezze l i no II d R 
a oma no was t ·ne most h orrible dict a tor 
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of all northarn Italy. H 
e has often bee n referred to .as 

t he "So n of t he Devil. 11 D 
uring Frederick II 1 s lifetime he 

a l igned hi mself with Frederi ck · 
i n t he wars against t he Popes. 

He rule d t he cities of Verona, p 
adua and Vicenza. He ruled 

fro~ the great Trevisan march i n northern Italy.91 ' 

Ezzelino was a member of t he Ghibelline party. He 

was always at war wit h the Guelf party and t he Pope because 

t he Pope ope nly supported t he Guelf party. He used every 

opportunity he had to obstruct t he power and function of t he 

churc h wit hi n his own provinces. 

I n 1255 Alexander IV decided to act agai nst Ezzelino 

III. He appointed Philip da Pistoia, · a papal legate, to 

lead an ar my a gainst Ezzelino III who also acted as leader 

of t he i mperialists i n Lombardy . Philip gained t he aid of 

Ve nice and they gave t he army soldiers a nd s hips. I n 1256 

Philip captur e d Padua while E~zelino was busy raiding Mantua. 

Upon Ezz e lino's return , he fo~nd he could not capture 

Br escia i n 1258 with the help of a fellow noble, Pelavi cini. 

'l cheated his ally, Pelavicini. After t he con quest, he supposea Y 

Pelavi cini t hen turned and formed a league to oppose him in 

9l Bury , VI, PP• 166-l67 ■ 

92Ibid ., p. 180. 



and 
t he 
his 

In 1259 Ez zelino i nvaded t he M~ l 
1..i. anese and here, 

. he was out generalled 
t he~1 t a½:en priso· .,_' outnumbered, a nd defe 0t ed, 

- ner a" Cassano by t ' f r i ver Adda, to die by t . . ne passage o 
wou nds on October l, 12;~~~gg the bandages from 

The actions and d t · 
espo ic behavior of Ezzelino III 

da Romano were perhaps the worst of t he Italian dictatorial 
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rulers of t he 13th cen tury. H' b h is e avior was used as a form 

of prototype to the 14th century rulers of Italy. His . 

crue lty extended to friends and foe alike and he knev, no 

bounds to his tyrannical behavior except his ovm i maginat ion . 

In the same reference to Ezzelino III, Dante also 

me~tions Obizzo of Este. Little is found of Obizzo of Este 

except that he Vias the fourth Marquis of Ferrara and was 

the grandson of Azzo III Novello. It was Azzo III who was 

one of t he leaders i n the ca~paigns against t he dictator, 

Eizelino. Azzo III was murdered in 1293 by his grandson, 

Azzo VIII, who was his successor. 94 

Dante again mentions a tragic bit of history in 

11He cleft, in the bosom of God, the heart that Canto XII. . 

still is honored on Thames. 1195 

931.E.isl· 

94cary, p. 51 • 

95Norton, P• 17. 
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This reference is rela ted to 

the deat h of Henr y Ill's 
nephew , so n of t he Ear l of Cornwall. 

Ric hard, Earl of Corn-
wall, (1209-1272), was the brother 

0
~ 
• Henry III of England. 

He was t he godfather to Edward I as \•tas Simon de Montfort. 
I n 1240 he was_ present at Acre \'!here he • Joined Simon de 

Hont fort, and in the same year Ri· cl--.ard 
1 fortified the city 

of Acalon and negotiated a treaty ,,,i . .,_1..·n · ~ , opposing ... orces. I n 

May he left Acre a nd proceeded to Sicily where he met 

Frederick II and accepted letters from Frederick for de livery 

to t he Pope. By 1242 Richard had returned to London . 

I n 1257 Richard was elected King of the Romans by a 

s mall maj ority of German electors. He was elected because 

of his wealth and connection with the Hohenstaufen party 

and his friendliness to t he Papacy . Between 1257-1268 , 

Richard made four trips to Germany , where he gained reco g

nition in the Rhineland as King of the Romans. But he was 

never -crowne d Emperor at Rome because of the opposition of 

Urban VI, who had as his candidate Alfonso X of Castile. 

0/ned hi· s reco
0
~ni tion as Even t hough Ri c hard was neve r er v , 

King of the Romans, a preliminary stage to beco::ning Emperor, 

Presti ~e attache d to the condition . 
\'1as firr:1 ; and considerab le .., 

Evei1 

son , 

of Roma ns was not inheritable, his 
t houih the title Ki ng ~ 

l · ·.,_h ti· .,_i..les. 90 
'nave inherited all 1is oi.. .er 

later k illed, would 

96 ll Richard , Ear l of Cornwall , 11 

m1. '11o~as F. Tout , ·~ (London · 
• U • • B. cr ,,.. a p11Y • • 

Dict ~onary of Natio~al io 0 ~ 1o51-1061. 
Oxford University 

Pr ess , 1937::-f938 ), XVI , PP • 
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The murder of Ric hard' 

· s son by Guy :de Montfort was 
i :: r etaliation for the death 

O
.,. s · . 

. L i mon de Mont fort. Simon 
de Montfort, Earl of Lei6ester and Guy 's 

father, was killed 
at t he 3attle of Evesham oy the 

hands of Prince Edward, his 
ne phew an d son of Henry III . 

Guy de Hontfort (1243-1288)97 came from a long line 

of .Ho·J. tforts origL 1ally fro m France . Guy 's father , Simon 

de Montfort (c. 1208-1265), had come fro m France and was 

t he fo urth son of Simon de Montfort IV. Simon ' s fat her had 

been the leader of t he Albigensian crusade. Simon de Mont

fort , the Elder , went to Engla.d i n 1207 and proclai~ed 

hims elf heir to the Beaumont estate to which he was entitled 

by his r;1other . King John granted him the earldom of 

Leicester in 1207, but he lost it all through the Fre nch war 

d Ir· - , 98 of Philip Augustus an .ing Jann . 

In 1230 Simon de Montfort's fourth son , Simon , we~t 

to E~1gland and became a close frie nd of He 1ry III · Sil:1or1 

1 and f itted into the Engl ish society was a~ unusua :person 

as t hou~h he had been born there. 
0 

97 .... 1, 8 .,_ hi'rd son of Simon de 
d ·r .,_ L'ort "ras'-,. L, • 

Guy e r· o::i l, ~ .,_ •• d , · s wife Elea·:1or . Si r 
,. · ~ 1 ~ eices l,er an !l l f ·· , · · 1 1-'!0 tn:fort , r.;ar or L . '- T' Dict io;1a r v o l'~a1,l0!1a_ 

S . Sid·ney Lee 11e ;;;.;;;;.;..;._--~~-1 9~, ,;:) 
G~or ;:;e ? .1i t:1 a nd _ _ ir ,L' ·"d Univ~rsitY Press, 19.>7- .)c, , 
BLo~r an~y ( Londo n . 0xLor 
XIII , :p . 730 . 

D II 03 . 11 ;,lontfort J.. Simon ·, 
., Henr y ·11: c.■ • ~a vis XVII:t P• 7~ 1. 

2ncvclopciediD. Br i t a,1;11.ca, . , ' 
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In 1230 He nr y r ec o r,nized s·· . 

0 i mo.1 1 s cl'.aim to the Earldom 
Of Leicester and ~r~nt d h" 

o Q e i·_m a yearly Pensi·on . _ He took his 
place in t he court of Henr y III , b 

ana ecame a great f avorite 
,1,, i·+1~ t he Ki ng . Ho 

V wever, Simon de Montfort was an 

•.. advocat e of reform and .,_ . ... 
men to see that a -1i· d'l ' 1 one of 1, he firs~ states-

' ll a e e 0 ment bel I th , but above the peasan.... " . , . ow e oaronage 
.,.., . 

1 
. . l-S, was be gi nni nr. to e rileri;e in 

~nglis~ socie~y. I n a ~reat ne ed 0 D
0 

. : ... h 
t , t' - . 0 .1. su upor ~ e cour ea nis middle element.99 ~ ' 

Simon de Montfort married Henr y III's daughter and 

t his gave hi ~ a close tie to t he cour+. H 1 d ~ -
v enry p ace ui:n 

in a high administrative position but was unsatisfied and 

later removed him and placed hi m on trial. This was the 

beginning of separation between the two men . The forc es 

i n En gland that were on t he ·side of Simon gat he red with 

hi m and on May 14, 1264, Simon 's forces defeated t he army 

of King· Henry III at the Battle of Lewes. The govern~ent 

fell i nto the hands of Simon de Montfort a s we ll as the 

King of En gl an d who was taken prisoner along wi t h othe r 

r1a jor lords on the royalist side. I n 1265 Simon de Montfort 

was killed at t he Battle of Evesham oy his godson , Edward , 

son of Henry III. This battle held a horrible mutilation 

for Siuon de Montfort. 
. , ld ·ts tragic i ro nies . Ki ng Henry 

The disas"ter ne 1
, been slain if he had not 

v1as V/Ounded and would i
1~ve_ .:.. he 'TI"''1 viho had bee n 

been s aved by Ro ger Le g 1:1r~i-~ar ;;d i :1 the i nvitatio:1 
fore most in the rece nt civi 

Yorlt : 

· of En~land ( New 
99 IT · ,... 111i·11son, _A History -19D"7 ), P· 11 ::; . David Larr 1° V I / ~ and Winston , ac., 
Holt, Rineharv 



to _Earl Si~on t o r etur n 
( s -'1·0 11 de ' 'o tf ) to En e;l and . _ The Earl's body 

. .L .~ ~ 1 ::_1 ort was dismembered · 1 . • 
Gifrard , a l, Lewes The , d oy • . ./illiar.1 John 

, , t · · nea V!as se nt as · ft t Roge r nor i mer I s wife a t 1"· __ _ ' a gi o 
b - · d , -'- h ingi.rnre • The trunk was urie oy l, e monks of Evesham.100 
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Later, in 1267, Pope Clement requested t hat appointed 

pe ople in Englan d i nquire into the death of Simon de Montfort 

tb see if he received a Christian burial.101 

Simon de Montfort's defeat at Evesham was a great 

defeat for his son, Guy de Montfort, also. Guy de Montfort 

vras wounded at Evesham and was take n prisoner. In 1266 he 

escaped a nd made his way to. France. While in France, he 

tried to develop a plan for revenge against Henr y III and 

Edward. During this time he served in Italy, he became 

governor of Tuscany with the help of Charles of Anjou. Some

time between 1270 and 1271 Guy returned to England to take 

. 102 revenge· on He nry III or his family . 

On Marc h 13th, 1271 , he and his . brot her, Simon the 
Younger, murdered their cousin Henry of Cornwall (t he 
Son of Richard, Earl of Cornwail) i n a church at Viterbo, 

100 .. p , · kK -ri• n,, Henr y III and t:1e Lord Edward 
F. I·I. o uic e, ~ .;;.,c--~- - - ~ - - 502 

(Oxford: Oxford at the Clarendon Press, 1947 1 , 11 1 . P· · 

10 1 . 7 1267 Pope Cle~ent IV s en t ~ mandate 
"On 27 Apri_, ' . uiry and report a8 0cl.t an 

to t he Legat e Ottobuon~ to r.iak e i ni,,,iaur : that although t he 
assert i on made by the_~~r~•s son~atile, his body did not 
Earl obtained absolution oefor~, . d p. 502 
nave ecclesiastical burial. 11 

~·' • • 

102s mith and Lee, P· 73o. 



Guy t DJ~ini; t he most pro .. . . 
cri me , whi ch he call d Lll ne nt and bruta l part i n the 
deat h .1 03 e ve ngeance for his father's 
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The actions of Simon de, 
Montfort did not call for 

t he complete mutilation of n' _is 
body, nor did it call for 

t he revenge enacted by his son, Guy. T'. nis, however, was 
~· e m~nner i n which t ' 1 
wD ne po itical losers were handled. Th e 

.disxemberme nt of Simon's ~ody u 1 . . • , nusua even for ~hat t ime, 

s howed not on ly the depth~ of hatred dividing the cont eriding 

parties, but also helped to account for the murder of Earl 

Ric hard's son. Cary, i n his translation of Dante, states 

t ha t after the murder of the Earl of Corn\'/all's son , "Th e 

110art of the murdered prince . was broubht back to Lo ndon i n 

a gold c asket. 11104 The murder of the son of Earl Richard 

11 in the bosom of God, 11 as Dante says, refers to t he horrible 

desecration . of the church at Vitebo b y the violence. I n 

medieval ti:nes; the actual church was a pla ce of peace, un

defiled by an gry political feuds and war; an d peo ple often 

took refuge there fro m lawful authorities.
105 

As a result 

of this murder i n the church Guy de Montfort was excomm_un

icated an d i mprisoned by the Pope until 1274, whe n he was 

released due to a payment to the Pope by a followe~ of Guy 

l 03- - . d 
l..£2:._· 

l 04cary, P• 52 • 
h British incurred the 

105Even after V/orld_ Viar J.. ~~n t~~ 'T'rieste by killing a 
v,rat~ of t he church ::ind P~f1:l1~1.~e had fled for refuge· 
man inside the churcn to \JDJ.C 



de Montfort . Guy de Montfort 1 t a . _ 
a ~r died i n a Sicilian 

prison in 1288 after h h 
e ad been captured by Roger de· 

Loria a s he attempted t 

1287 .106 in 
~ retake a French fort at Catania 

Dante, i n his passage through 2ell, sees all the 

men of the world who should be there i n his estimation. 
11 There Heave n 's stern justice lays chastising hand on 

Attila, who was the scourge of earth on Sextus a nd on 

Pyrrhus. 11107 

Attila (d. c. 453 A.D.) became Ki ng of t he Huns 

in 433 ■ 

He was t he son of Mundicich and hi s brot hers 
were Octar a nd Ruas who are s aid to have ruled 
before Attila, though not over quites~ many 
tribes. After their deaths, he succ eeded to the 
t hrone of the Huns, to ge t he r with his brother, 
Bl~da , ... he sought to i ncrease hi s strength 
~y murder. Thus he proceeded fro m t he destruction 
of his own k i nder to t he me nace of all others .. 
. . Now whe n his brother Bleda, · who ruled a 
great part of t he Huns, had been slain by his 
treache ry, At ti8a united all t he people under 
hi s ovm. rule. 10 

After Attila's rise to power in 445 , he spent a 

period of a l most eight years welding his tribes to ge t ~er 
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into a fi e rce fighting force. His attacks upo n t he Roman 

106smi t h and Lee, P· 73o. 
107car y , P• 52. 

The Got hic History 
108charles Christopher M;~~

0
~;ble, I nc., 1960 ), 

~ Jordane s ( New York: Barnes 
pp . 10 1-1 02. 



empir e we r e so fierce t hat t he Ro nnan 
Emperor collected a 

t ax which was given to t he 
Huns to bribe them and keep 

t hem out of Rome. 
The Romans, between 443 and 450, paid 

t he Huns 22,000 pounds of gold.109 

Be twee n 443 and 447, the Ro:nan . government enjoyed 
an unstable peace with the Huns. H owever, in 450 V1:i_t h 

t he death of Theodosius II, Attila joined forces with the 

He 
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Franks a nd the Vandals and led his men to the Rhine. 

cross~d in 451 A.D. and sacked most of Belgic Gaul. Attila 

pushed on and besieged the city of Orleans on the Loire 

River (France). In 451 he met the Roman-Gothic army in 

the Catalaunian plains under their prospective leaders . 

Aetius and Theodoric. It is said that betwee n 175,000 

to 300,000 men were slain. King Theodoric Vias killed 

and Attila had lost so many men that he withdrew fro m the 

field. · After the· battle, Attila ravaged the countryside 

and bur ned the chief ci ty of Venetia. He also attacked 

towns at t he head of t he Adriatic. The city of Veni ce was 

reported to have bee n started by refugee s fro m him who 

t off the coast, building took refuge i n the shallow wa ers 

on piles. d • 453 i n his Pannonian Attila finally die in 

109 d The Age of Attila (Ann Arbor: c. D. Gar on, 19b0) p. 67-
University of Michigan Press, ' 

The 



camp after a banquet 1 • 
ce eorating his marriage to a new 

wife , Ildico. 110 
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Th e acknowled ~me nt of S t 0 e x us that occurred i n t he 
same reference to Attila 

concerns Sextus Pompeius Magnus 
(c. 66-35 B.C.). Sextus Pompeius was the younger son of 
Pompey the Great. Sextus _was a member of a plebeian 

family known as Pompeius. H " ft · is a her was Pompey the 

Great who was considered to be the most able adminis-

trator and general i n the Roman republic until his defeat 

by Julius Cae~ar in 48 B.C. at the Battle of Pharsal~s. 

Po mpe y campaigned with Sulla in the social war, fi ghting in 

Spain a nd Italy. In 71 B.C. he defeated the remaining 

forces of the rebellious slave Spartacus. Later Pompey, 

Caesar a nd Crassui formed the first triumvirate. Pompey 

and Caesar began to quarrel over control of t he Roman state. 

The Senate favored Pompey at the death of Crassus, Pompey 

oegan to lose the support of the city of Rome--especially 

that of the co mmoners, who favored Caesar. Both Caesar 

and Pompey's powers were revoked by the Senate in 50 B.C. 

and they were told to disband their armies. Pompey refused 

and Caesar feiring Pompey's power invaded Ital y . The 

Pompey and many of its memb ers Senate t hen sided with 

j oined him . able t o cope with Caesar i n Italy 
Not bein,g 

t . 1 11 Encyc lopaedia Bri tannica , 11 OThor:ias Hodgkin, 11 At 1 a' -
II, pp. 885- 886 . 



he departed t o Gree ce a nd 
wa~ ensued i n 49 B ~ . \.., . 
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Thi s war 
l asted unti l 48 B. c. when p 

ompey was de feated at Pharsalus. 
He was lat e r kil l e d i n E

0
~ypt b 

Y trea cherous Egyptians who 
were afr a i d of his power and position.111 

At t he de a th of Pompey i n 48 B .c. t he struggle 
a b~ainst Caesa r, and later Octavi· an , was carried on by 
Sext us Pompe ius Ma 6~nus. At t h e deat h of his fat her, Se xtus 

joine d his followers in Africa who had held out during ihe 

civil war a gainst Caesar. Later Sextus Pompeius fled to 

norther~ Spain where he hid out a nd practiced piracy on 

a s mall scale. After t he death of Caesar he was still 

located i n northern Spain where he had gat hered a large 

army an d navy. With t he forming of t he Second Triumvirate 

Sextus had i nsufficient military strengt h to attack t he 

Second ~riumvirate on land. He was forced to resort to his 
112 r. avy to press the ' triumvirate fro m the sea. 

I n 43 B.C. Sextus Pompeius had gained control of 

t he islands of Sicily and Sardinia and he was lord of t he 

western Mediterranean. His fleet, during t his period, had 

gro wn fro m one squadron to over three hundred ships. With 

111 d . Britannica, (11th ed.), npo:npey," Encyclopae ia ~~.;;;:.:;=---
XXI I, pp . 56-57-

112 8 . tory of t he Roman World 
Frank Burr Marsh, A is Methuenand Company, 

From ill_ B. C . . to lQ §.:.Q.:., (Lond0n: 
Lt d.), V,~ 2FJ8-293-



the~ he ravaged the coas t of Italy 
and triumvirate of 

Octavia~ , An tony and Lepidus. 113 

From 42 to 40 he appl · d .L • · · · ie s l,eadi l y ""' O · · -c a-c1ng pressure 011 Italy th- _ , , . "' r e irri-
t he sea, ~aiding the coast ro ugn ni~ control of 
grain supply of Rome almosta~~t~~:r~~f 1~ff the 

The position of Sextus i n the Mediterranean did 

not affect Antony's part of the empi·re. H • owever it did 
affect Octavian and t he people of Italy . F in ally i n 39. 

60 

B. C. Octavian and _An tony were forced t o conne -'-l,o an agree-
men t wi t h Sextus i n which , if he let up on It~ly - :proper., 

t hen a treaty would be made whereby he could hold Sicily 

and Sardinia de jure as well as de facto . The truce did 

not last long but it gave Octavian time i n which to rebuild 

his fleet and i n 36 B. C. Octavian again engaged Sextus but 

t his t ime vii t h a new and better trained fleet. The spring 

of 36 B. C. --Octavian ope ned his campaign with t he aid of 

Marc us Vi psanius Agrippa. Sicily was invaded by Octavian 's 

forces fro m both Africa and Italy, supported by his navy . The 

navie s of Octavian and Sextus engaged i n battle while at 

I~orces on +he island of Sic i ly fell the same time his l and v 

11 3c, ,..,t C Starr The Roman I::1perial Nav~, ).ll 1hf..:. 
ne.:i er · ' - d Fable I nc. 19 7 , PP• 1£ 324 !.Jh ( New York : Barnes an ~ ' ' 

5-.6 . 

1141, .., d ~-, t: p . o . 



to Mar k An to ny . Sextus did 
escape, however, but was l ater 

61 

captured and executed by t he 
11 5 forces of Octavian and Mark 

An tony . 

It is probable that Soxtus . . 
~ is mentione d in the I nferno 

as oeing i n Hell be cause he challe no~ed t he 
power of t he Re-

public. Dante was a great -believer in t 'ne early Republic 
as we ll as the idea of · empire. Perhaps Sextus finds hi mself 

· n Hell due to Dante's ·b 1· 
l, e lef that the Republic and later 

the Empire was to Dante the greatest achievement of man-

especially the Romans. Dante seems to have no patience 

with t hose who t ampered with his political concepts of a 

great state such as Rome and he clearly s hows t his in his 

work 11 De Monarchia. 11 

In the same reference that refers to Sextus Pompeius 

Dante also makes reference to Pyrrhus. Pyrrhus, Ki ng ,of 

Epirus ( c. 318-272 B. C.) , was the son .of ·Aeacides whose 

far.iily claimed that t hey descended from Achilles. Pyrrhus 

established himself as king of Epirus by narrying Antigone, 

the stepdaughter of Ptolemy. He was educated at t he court 

~ a 11 ally of Ptolemy . In 281 with 25,000 
0.1. Ptolemy and was 

l
~or \•1ar against the Romans and later · t roo ps he prepared 

met them at the Battle of Heraclea. 
Here he defeated t he 



62 
~ouans unde r t i1e co;nmanct of Val . 

erius Laevinus, but lost so 
:. any troops that it \'/as later r eferred to as a "Pyrrhi c 

victory ." Agai ~ in 279 1 d 1e efeated anothe r Ro man ar my at 
Asculum (Asc oli) i n Ppu1· 

~ ia. He t hen left Italy and went to 

Sicily V✓here ne wanted to maKe himself head of t he Sicilian 

Greeks. There he d::::-ove out tl1e c ·, · 
v ar~ naginians and deci ded 

to go back to Italy bu t a large amount of his fleet was 

des troyed by t he Carthaginians. He fi nally reac hed Ita·ly 

in 275 where he was defeated by t he Romans at the Battle of 

Beneventu~ . Wi th this defeat he returned to Epirus in ' 

Greece an d in 272 he \'las killed whe n he fell fro 1:1 his horse 

i n a street fight in Ar gos where he had gone to settle a 

1 1 C dispute over the succession to t he _ t hrone of Sp~rta. 0 

The remaining references i n this s ect ion of Cantos 

concern t he fi ghts and conflicts between t he Guelfs and the 

Ghibe lli nes . This section deals with a period i n which 

Dante was i nvolved--this has already been discussed . It 

se ems t hat Dante the poet never relinquished his chance to 

take a political cut at the Ghibelline party . He rr;entioned 

as Brunetto Latini. : Dant e noticed Guelfs as we ll, s uch 

k "Ser Brunetto And are you hir:1 i n He 11 with t he re mar , 

he r e? 1111 7 

11 611 Pyrrhus," 
X)(II , p . 697 . 

Bri tan. i ca (11t h ed.), En cyclopaedia~~~~-

117r•-·ct p . 63. ~ -, 



Ser Brunet to was a philoso p11er and politician Vlh o 

was oor a in Flore -:-i ce . He was an ardent Guelf and he 

int roduced the art of orat ory i nto Florentine sc hools. 
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It is believed that Brunetto was t he teac he r of Dant e . 11 8 

I n Canto XVII Dante acknowledge s t he two symb ols 

of t ~e Guelf and the Ghibellines . 

A yellow purse I saw with azur e wrought . That 
\'✓Ore a lion f s countenance and port. . Then still my 
sicht pursuing its career, another I beheld , t han 
blood more· r ed, a goose displaye d of whiter v1ing 
t han curd. 11 9 

The reference to the lion was the symbol that 

appeared on t he flag of t he Gianfigliazzi . The Gianfi g-

l iazzi lived in Florence and were Guelf supporters. The 

goose symb ol appeared upon the flag of the Ubbriachi, who 

120 we re Ghibelline supporters . 

11 8 -- -d 
.:!:22.-· 

11 9cary , p. 72. 
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CHAPTER IV 

I NFERNO: CANTOS XVIII-XXXIV 

I n Cant o XVIII D .1.. 

an\,e makes reference to the f irst 

j~bilee t hat was held i n Rome during the reign of Pope 

Boniface VII I. 

Ev~ i! thus ~he Romans , when t he year r e turns 
o~Ju?ile~! ~with bet ter ~peed. Hi t hervard they 
c':3-m; meet1 n5 our, forc~s , .1.rom the middle point; 
witn us beyond, out witn a large r stride. E' en 
thus the Romans, when t he year returns Of Jubilee 

. .,_ , ' t' d -'- ' wi\,~ oe ~er spe ~ ~o rid t he thronging multi tudes , 
t heir means devisea for such as pass the bridg~121 
[sic] 

The jubilee was supposed to last fro m Christmas 

of 1299 to Christmas 1300. During the jubilee Boniface 

had announced that ''full and complete rem!ssi 6ns of sins 

would be accorded to all t hose who visited t he tomb s of 
122 t he anostles during that year . 

The jubilee t hat Pope Boniface held beginni ng i n 

1299 was a dire ct outgro wth of his troubles with Philip 

IV , knovr:i. as Philip t he Fair, King of France · The conflict 

dB · race v,as that of Churc h vs. State. between Philip an oni 

to extend French territory i nto Philip IV was trying 

t he English possess i on of Gascony . 

l 2 1 Cary ' p . 7 6 . 

1221.·;ood, P• 47 • 

The hostilities between 



65 the Fr enc h a nd t he Eni:-7 · , 
0 - i s n over t erritory on the continent 

he l d by Edward I was prompted by opPn 
- conflict of the 

Gascon seaman against t he M 

~ormans on t he Briton Coast. 
Edrrar d I nas sunmoned to t h 

e Parliament of Paris to explain o 
Edw2..rd I could do little because of hi·s preoc cupation with 
Scotland \'lh o1:1 Philip the F · air was befriending with aid . 

Edward , being occupied by Scotland, left Gascony open for 

Philip which he took . The French and English conflict 

wa s later g iven over to Boniface VIII to arbi trate , but 

i n t he meantime Edward declared \Tar . The conflict was on 

t he basis of the 100 Years War with France and England . 123 

In order to raise money for his campaign , Philip 

de cided to tax the Church in France. The French clergy 

did not r:iind because they knew that the state was t heir 

main defense . They objected only to t h e point that t he 

tax mi ght become· uncontrolled arid therefore would become 

power for t he Ki ng to use to destroy the Church or hold 

it in virtual captivity . 

the French clergy had already Philip 's power over 
· t · · the royal been felt . He had tak en them out of posi ions in 

. . . the Kin~'s government a nd council. 
court and from posit ions in ° 

, . , ld become oppressive in France. 
The clergy fear e d tnis ~ax wou 

A History of Euro ue (London: 
123c . VI • Pre vi te-Ortfn 601 III' p.161. 

Methuen and Company , Ltd., 9 ' 



66 So ne o f the French clergy refused t o pay the tax 
and petitione d t he Pope . This plea for help by the Fr>ench 
clergy placed Boniface in · b 

a ad position between the French 
king , Philip , and the French clergy . 

Boniface felt if any 
state i::Jegan taxing the property o f the Chwrch without the 

approval of t he papacy then it woul d soon weaken the French 

c11urch financially and ultimately. the papacy . Also, i t 

was setting a bad pre cedent t o per mit the taxation of the 

Church by the s tate . 

The posit i on that Philip took was that the Church 

should share in the cost o f the operation of the state 

which always protected it . This , of course , is a natural 

position to take if there . i s vrnal th in the country and it 

~lways goes out of the cou~try t o another power like the 

papacy . Al s o Philip was wil ling to defend his position 

because he was in bad need o f the revenues that the Church 

f -'- 124 could give him i n the f or m o ~axes. 

Boniface decidad that he must take action . 

a ~a~al bull aimed at Philip t he Fair-
• · ;c 

He issued 

.. laicos (1296 , with no nonth 
The bull Clericis t lB) which exco~municat ed 

given , but before ~u~uf . t~ on the clergy and the 
both those who levi~a _mpos as apulicable to the 
ecclesiastic v,ho paid f~5m ,G \'.'c] J: 

whole Chris tian world . 5 1 

124nuran t , PP · 812- 813 · 

125·aood , P· 3 1 · 



Boni f ace had iss ued t' 67 
ne bull in a 

irritat i on . The bull · · 1 
moment of extreme 

l ~se f was perhaps almost i mpossible 

Philip more t han be fore. Philip 
to e~f orc e and onl y angered 

counte r a cted wi t h action by 
forbidding the export of gold, 

silver, precious stones 
' or food, and also by forbidding 

al l f oreign merchants to remain i n = ~ranee. With t his 

Philip had cut off t he main source of monies and goods t hat 

had been flo wi ng into t he Papacy. - _ This not onl y hurt t he 

coff~rs of t he papacy but also cut off all sources of 

moni es t hat were being raised for the crusades.126 

Finding the papacy cut off from revenue sources in 

France, Boniface issue d another bull i n September, 1296. 

The bull Ineffabilis amor corrected what i ts pre
de cessor had made absolute. Phili p could l evy s ub
sidies on t he clergy, with t he consent of t he Pope, 
who, if t he kingdo m was t hreat ened, would order 
contributions for its defense up to t he sale of sacred 
vessels. Boniface asked i n t he same bull f or an 
explanation of t he prohi~ition recently pl ~~ed ~n 
t he export of gold and silver, and merc hana~se rrom 
t he ki ngdom, a pro hibition t hat threatened ~o cu~ 
off one of t he principal revenues of Rome • 127 (sic] 

It is also stated t hat t he royal proclamation for

bidding exports and dealing with merchants by Philip was 

126nurant, pp. 812-8 13• 

127wood, p. 31 • 



68 
not onl y di rected to Boni face for 

issuing the bull Clericis 
Laicos , but was moreover intended to h::i.."t t 'ne 

English and 
t he Flemings with whom Phil1."p \ at 128 

•1as wa:r. 

Finally Philip recalled the o d . 
r ers issued on exports 

and he a nd Edward of ::2ngland accep ... ed B • f 
~ oni ace as mediator 

of t heir disputes. Bonifac b 
e, pro_ ably in a rare mood, 

decided Dost of the disputes in the favor of Philip the Fair. 

The struggle was at peace for a moment . However, 

it opened up again in 1300 with a dispute between Philip 

a~d t he papal legate, Denard Saisset. The quarrel seemed 

to concern the conduct of the Pope. There were those who 

stated t hat he was full of greed, avarice, and unnentionable 

heresies. The _people who believed t his sided with King 

Philip . The papal legate took the other side and argued 

against the king . The king felt that t he legate was working 

up insurrection and had him cnarged with inciting i nsur-

t . 129 rec ion . · 

to Phl.·11.·p•s action, Boniface issued In retaliation 

, 1301 Tne bull was t he bull Auscul ta Q.li in Decemo er, • 

. Phili_p the:: called t he burned in Paris before the ki ng . 

ever 11eld in Paris. first States-General 
It was attended 

C ler '1'Y , and the commoners• by t he nobility, t he a 

Fro n this 

128 rbid ., P· 3z. 
129nurant , P· 814• 



counc i l came a r epl y i ssued t B . 69 
0 

· oni f a ce st a t i ng t hat i n 
t ~~uoral powers t he s tate i s t ' 

~· ~ ne power and not t he Churc h~ 
Phi l ip even de manded t he resL , n t - ~ . 

pope r efused . 
o a ion o r Boni f ac e , but t he 

Boniface was even br ~eflv , ld 
-'- v ne pr i sone r i n 

1302 i ~ hi s pal a ce at Ana gni by 
Philip's soldiers unde r t he 

comma nd o f William of Nogaret. H 
e was rescued by members 

of t he Orsi n i family from Italy who led over io~r-hundred 

horseme n i n to the city to free him. He r e tired to t he 

Vati can in Rome a nd died on October 11, 1303. This so-called 

huniliation of Anagni was one of the most itriki ng humilia

tions of t he Churc h by t he state to be found in history. 

I t was a reversal of the medieval con fro ntation at Canossa 

where t he state was humiliated by t he Church. It proved 

to be t he · 130 nadir of the medieval papacy. 

The Pope who replaced Bonifa cs was Benedict XI. 

Benedict XI served as papal head fro m October 22, 1303 when 

he was ele cted 'oy t he Cardinals, to his death on Jul y 7, 

1304 . not Seem t o be concerned wit h hi m i n t he Dante does 

Divi ne Co::11e dv . 

I ·n ~a n+ o xrv Dan te v ,.., - ·"· C ontinues his work with a refer-

ence to t he medieval practice of simony . The reference 

, t he practice of 
O f t he .man from wnom even give s the na me 

simony is de r i ve d. 

130I b id ., PP • 814-815-



~oe to t he e Simo V 
wr et ched foll~ we rs' , n ragnus ! woe t o you His 

l ld , • who the .... , . , • 
s1ou oe wedded unto coo dn ~ni~gs of God, Which 
a~ ye ar e ~ do urostit t ~ :ss , ~hem, Rapaci ous 
Aaul tery ! 13 1 l!, i '§J u e 1 or gold and si lver in · 

70 

The pr a ct ice of simony was com.n10·,,.,. 
·- ,, during t he Middl e 

The worst peri od was from t . Ages . 
he nin t h to t he el even t h 

centurie s. Si mony is defined as" 
a del iberate design of 

sel ling or buyi ng some t hi ng spiritual or annexed t o t he 

spir i tual. 11 132 

The term seems to be deri·ve d fro m a man named Simon 
11a 0anus as mentioned by Dante. s · imon was supposedly a 

sorcerer who be lieved that t he gift of God could be bought 

by the giving of golct. 133 Refere nce to Sinon Magnus can be 

found i n the Bible i n Acts of the Apostles. 134 

During t he me dieval period many offi ces in the papacy 

or under papal control were purc hased for money . This 

pr actice included selling t he sacraments, pr ayers, and 

i ndul gences a nd t he buyi ng of benefices. The selling of 

i ndulgences and Holy Orders was one of the primary ways 

of ge t ting money i n t he Middle Ages. Later, during t he 

13 1car y , p . 79. 

_132J . Gi lc hrist, "Simony ," 
XII I , p . 227. 

133car y , p. 79. 
134Biole , Acts, 8: 9-24• 

New Catholic Encyclopedia , -



~cfo r Dat i o~ , t ne Practice 71 
was dropped because 0.1.~ the 

b d t h dis-tur a ;1 ce a ;1 _ e break it 
cause~ in the Church durin& t he 

ti r:1e of l·larti n Luther . 135 

Dante suea.k.s O f Cle t - · 
~ men V hars hl y and with notable 

J.i s gust : "For after 111:-,1 , Oi1 e yet 
of deeds more ugly shall 

arrive , Fro~ forth t he t 
wes ' a s hepher d wit~out l a~ , Fated 

to cover both his form and mine . u 136 (?ic] 

Dante 's reference to Clement 's coming fro m the 

~est was an allusion to '.ni·s F •• •rench nationality . He took 
the papacy from Rome to ~ · rtVignon , in the papal county of 

Venais s in , an area completely surrounde·d by French territory 

in t he south of France. 

Clement V was born Bertrand de Go uth of a noble 

family in. 1264. He was made a chaplain by Boniface VIII. 

He was e lected Pope at Per~gia on the 5th of J une i n 1305 . 

It is t hought that Cleme nt Vowed his papal election to 

the statesma nship of Philip the Fair of France . At the time 

of t he election he was in Bordeaux , France. He decided to 

remain i n France rat her than Rome due to the turmoil of the 

times . Cleme n t 's coronation took place at Lyons, France 

on the 14t h day of Novembe r in 1305; Be gi nning wi th 

l35J. Gilchrist, XIII, PP• 227-228• 

136cary , PP • 81-82. 



Cle□e~t • s r eign is t he p . 72 
er:i.oct Of sevent y years rul e of t he 

popes o f - vigno_ n , known t · 
- as he "Babylon~an 13 ~ Captivity of 

t he Churc h . " 7 

Tne idea o~ Po Cl ~ pe ement V taking ~esidence outside 
of 3o~e was ~ot new . Popes · 

prece eding Cle~ent had be en 
el ecte d outside o f Rome h 

· sue_ as Po pe I nnocent VI (1 243-
1254 ) who wa s elected and consecr~~1, ed t n 

- a -'i.nagni. In 

addition , Pope Gre gor y IX (1227-1 241) onl y s pent f our years 

i n 2o~e out of a f ourteen year r eign . Pope Gre gory x 

(1271-1 276) spent two months i n Rome and f i ve years and 

t en LlOnt hs away fr om Rome . The practice of living away 

from Ro Je had bee n established before t he fourteent h 

centur y . The difference i n the case of Clement I , which 

appare ntly made his case worse i n t he eyes of Dante and 

most Ita lians, \Vas his appar ent domi nation and control by 

Philip I V. 13.8 

During his reign at Avi gnon , Cle ~ent V was terrified 

F · p·ni·1i·p se emed t o s ense t hat Clement V of Phi l ip the air . 

did fear him . Philip t hus pus hed to get his r evenge on 

V-lII 'oy tryi· ng t o aet Cle~ent V t o condemn Pope Boniface ..., 

3onifac e as a heretic. Philip s eemed to have fri ght ened 

t V II En cvcl opaedia 
1-,7 · th " Cl emen , • ) Will iam R. Smi ' 84 . 

Br i t annic a (11 t h ed .), VI , P• 4 
8 t A. vi Rn on : JJ.Q2.-~ - -

138G. i• .. Iollat , ~ Pop~s b'ITsher~ , 1963;,PP · X- XIlL 
(ITew York : Harper and Rovi ' u · 



a~d a llied t e Pope into 
st art ing· t he ~ ac~ual procedure , 

bu t later Clemen t de l ay ed the proc ess un+ i·1 
" Philip j ust 

decided t o aban don t he whole matter.139 

73 

Clement V, s \"leak and cowardly attitude 
tow~d Philip 

t he Fair al~ost virtual~y assured a 
successi on of Fr ench 

Pope s a t Avign on . This was do b _ · ne y creat i ng a majority 

of Fr ench Ca rdinals during the pontificate 
0

~ Cl . ~ v 
I emen v . 

This Llajority of French Cardinals kept continually electing 

Fre nch Popes until 1378. The seven Popes of Avignon 

named 134 Cardinals--113 of whom were French. Not onl y 

did Clement start the creations of French Carf i nals but he 

al so spen t the pa pacy's money extravagantly and favor ed a 

syst em of nepotism. The papal finances of the thirteenth 

cent ur y finances were just as bad because of t he cost of 

a new papal palace at Avignon and the funds used to he~p 

140 restore peace to Italy • . 

Philip t he Fair of France tried to harass Pope 

Clement i n a ny way possible. After he had dropped t he . 

- VI II he tried to get here ti c char ge s a gainst Boniface , 

destruction of t he Knights t he Po pe on his side for t he 

Te :npl a r s . 

l 39Br us her, P· 53o. 
. A Bri ef Hist ory 

140Jarnes A. Corbett,~ Papacyi nc- 1956), PP• 43-44• 
(1ew York : ~ - Van Norstrand company, ., 



The order o ~ the 74 
Kn i ghts Templars haa' 

enorr.'lous wealth and Philip IV nee ded it · 
in his war with ,..,_n/J' l . , 

attacke d the K~ i ghts Templars i 
~ u ana . Philip 

n every way possible . He 
used De thods of t orture to - t ~1 m 

5 e l,le iemplars to confess to 
si~s and crimes that they did not 

commit. Philip hoped 
that t hese confessions would help 

convince Clement V to 
dl.·s·o a~,.d t he order. Cler ~t d 

"1e i.J. ecidea' not· .1.l, 0 condemn t he 
Knight s bu t he did suppress th · em, giving the major amounts 

of t heir property to the Knights of st. John . Philip, 

angered at this actio~ decided to seize all prop~rty and 

money the Templars possessed in France. 141 

Pope Clement V was well-educated . He was good- natured 

and amicable, but his precedent of haiing the papacy at . 

Avignon caused a dislike and a lowering of respect for the 

papacy . The papacy at Avignon as well as western Europe 

was filled with greedy , corrupted Cardinals and other 

papal officials. 

The Popes of Avignon started in 1305 with the election 

· · 1 1378 In 1378 the last of Cle ment V, and they stayed un~i • 

h d . d His Cardinals Fre nch Pope moved to Rome and t ere ie · 

elected a n Italian , Pope Urban yr (1378- 1389) . During his 

. . sni.Le of the subsequent 
reign t~e papacy re mained at Rome, in • l, 

141Brusher, P• 386. 



75 schism ca used by t he e le ~-
c~ion of t he Frenc 'nm 

and his r emova l to Avign on . 
, an , Cl ement V, 

Dante . 

to t he 

Can to XI X contains anothe r i t rnpor ant r eference by 
This reference is to the Do· , . 

. na~ion of Constantine and 
Emper or Constantine I: "Ah , 

Constantine ! to how ouch 
ill gave birth , not thy conversion 

'but that plent eous dower 
which t he first wealthy~ 

l<ather g ·J.in'd from thee.11142 tsic] 

AGain in Canto XXVII there appears a corres ponding 

referen ce t o Constantine an~ Pope Sylvester: 11 As in Soracte, 

Cor.stantin e besought to cure his Leprosy , Sylvester's 
., d 11 143 

cl.L • [sic] 

Constantine I (c. 288-337) ,qas ... generally known as 

11 The Gr~at. 11 He was the illegitimate son of Co nstantius I 

and Flavia Helena . Constantine served ,dth hi s father, 

Co nstantius , in Brit a i n and upon hi s f ather 's death he 

accepted the arr:iy 's proclamation as Augustus. Through 

i ntrigue and alliances, Constantine became E~peror of t he 

_Western Roman Empire in 313 and later Emperor of the East. 

He wa s the first Roman Emperor to reco gnize Christianity as 

He dl.d t his as a _political move a r eligion in the Empire. 

to s e cur e his position as Emperor. It was during t he reign 

d document of the Donatio~ 
of Constantine I t hat t he s uppose 

142 3~ Cary , p • .)• 

143Ibi d ., p. 11 6 . 



76 of Constantine was i ssued bee 
ause of the aid Pope Syl veste r 

I gave in heali n~ him f r om l eprosy . 144 

Dant e ' s r e fe r e nce 11t ;_1e fi· r~st lt' F 145 
wea ny at he r , 11 

co~cer ns Pope Sy l ves t er who was Pope fro m 3 14 to 335 . Pope 

S lvester was s aid t o hav · +· · 
y e oap vi zed Constantine I , but this 

was o~l y a l egen ct .
146 

Pope Sylvester was t he man t o w~on 

co.1Star1tL1e I s upposedl y g-ave t he Cons tantine Donation . 

As t he legend goes , t he Donat i on of Constant i ne ~as 

.-;-r anted t o Pope Sylvester because of Constant i ne ' s t hank-o 

f ul ~ess f or having been cur ed o f l eprosy . The doc ument 

itself ·::as di vided i nto twenty ar ti cles . Ea ch ar ticle 

explaine d what Cons tan t ine was giving Pope Sylvester , why 

and wha t t he gift entai led . Ar t icl0 VI sta t ed Constant i ne ' s 

r el i s i ous experience : 11 . . ~ blessed apostles ( Peter and 

Paul) ••• caused His ( God ' s) splendor to s hi ne upon 

me . n 147 

1 · for his help in Article XI praised Pope Sy ves~er 

r estori~g he a lt h to Constantine . 

I II E1 c : cl opaedia 141.i. Jo ·n es II Cons tan tine , :Hanr y S. ' 88 990 
Brit a nni ca , (11 t h ed . ) , VI , PP · 9 - • 

145cary , p . 83 . 
Since he was baptized 

l 46co~'l s t an t ine died i n ~~~e A b~;n baptized by Syl va s te r , 
on his deathbe d , he could not 
who d~_e d i n 335 . 

1 111 la' · 300-The ~edieva , or ~ ~ 

1300 -
147;·-ori·.~an v Cantor ( ed .), - .. 1968) , P· 1..?.) • 

• ,, J.: • ~: • llian Company ' 
( 1ew YorK: The f ac mi 



.•. with the b lessed Svl , 
I had l ear ned that I 1 d , v VGster as rr.y te acne r , 
, 1th .,_ l l""l .,_ • 1a oeen r estored t o full n eo. " 1rou,f. 18 .. he kindness of St p • . • . 
s elf . . • . 4 • e-cer him-

77 

After t he sta.,_e ·li· e t f 
l, an o the cause and explanation of 

t he cure by Sylvester , t he document ~entioned what wou l d be 

5iven to Sylvester for his cure of Constantine and his 

reli gious guidance . Article XII stated t hat the Pope 

s hould have certain dominion over territory . 

We ordain and decree that he ( Pope Sylvest er , as 
t he papal authority) s hould have dominion over the 
four principal dioceses of Antioch , Alexandria , 
Constantinople , and J erusal em, as well as over all 
t he Churches of God in the world . 149 

Article XIII reaffirmed Article XII in stating the 

extension of papal authority . 

~hrou ~h our sacred i mperial decrees we have give n 
t he;1• ( t h~ Church ) our gi ft of land i 21 the ~a.st . and· 
~est, a n d in the Northern an~ So~t he r n r~gi?ns . Ital~ 
" a· -r r::. l , c in Judaea Greece i Asia , .1hrace , .n.frica , J 
•• L h;., -J ,. ' I 50 
and various islands . • . 

Article XVII me ntioned Constantine ' s gift of the 

Sy lvester and all Popes to follow. city of Rou e to Pope 

. . h +o +he power and domi nion 
~e do ~ive and reli~quisl w ~ uontiff our Father 

0 ~ ~he o~~ men tioned ~ost b esse d~h'i·s suc' cessors 
.J. 1., 1 _ -'- - • 1 Po J>e C')n 

Sylves~er , the u~~~ersa r - l5r 
7 t l1e cit.v of Ro.,1e . our :pa.J..ace , J 

148~ ., p. 135 . 

149roid ., P• 136 . 

150~. 

l 5l I b id. , P • 138 . 



· rtic le " V1-- 78 
A ll told wher e the 

new city of Constantine 
ld be built d wou an whe r e the po we r of 

transferred . 
the Emperor would be 

1. '✓e deem it fittin ;;- to h 1 

of our ki~gdom trans1erreda!e ~ne ! mpir e and the power 
have a city erected in O 1, G vh~ ~astern re gions; to 

· • h ur name in th spot i n ~.e province of Byz t.. e most s uitable an i um . . . 152 
The Donation f c o onstantine was actually . written in 

t he eighth century , probably durin
0
~ t 'ne reign of Pope 

St ep!len II ( 752- 757). T'1e do t 1 cumen was used against King 

Pepin of Fr ance to exert temporal ·powers over that King . 

Later , in the reign of Pope Leo IX (1049- 1054), t he doc 

ument was used to try and s how papal powers over the 

Byzantines . 1 53 

The authenticity of the Donation of Constantine had 

been disputed as early as the eleventh cen tury . However , 

nothi·1g was proven until 1440 when an Italian Humanist 

sc ~olar , Lorenzo Valla , (1407- 1457) published his work 

called "On t he False Do nation of Constantine . 11 

Lorenzo Valla v,as employed by Ki ng Alfonso of Naples . 

At t he time of Valla ' s pub lication , Naple~ was he ld by 

7) Pone Eucene and Alfonso of Pope Eugene IV (1431 - 144 • . 0 

d ene mies and Alfonso was t rying 
Naples we re very embittere 

152 
Ib id . 

t • 11 
.., , . . ,.Donation of Constan ine , 15~~alter A. Pni llips , ~ d .) VIII p. 409 . 

..., • • r- ~ ( 111.h e • , ' ~ncvclopaedia Britannl v~ , 



to r e capt ur e hi s c i~ f 79 
~Y roD papal troo_~s . 

The doc ument was 
to s how t hat t he Churc h had 

no temporal powers over the 
ki n& e xc ept t hrough a f a lse 

document ~ and t he document 
i t s e lf w2s ille~al Th f 

o • e r e or e , the papal idea of tempora l 
powers \W S illega l .J 54 

~orenzo Val l a •s ' t k 
a~ ac upon the Donation was one o f 

logi c , linguistics, a nd a refined se nse of hist orical 

knoVJl e dge · 

Valla ' s first argument was that Const antine did not 

have t he le g .si.l r i ght t o :nake such a donatio:1 . Secondly , 

t hat t he supposedly granted territories ~lways remained 

under t he r ule a nd contro l of the Empe r ors . Thirdl y , 

t ha t Constantin e was not baptized by Sylvester and onl y 

gave gifts of ordinary means t o a previous Pope . Lastly , 

Valla fua i n tai ned t hat t he Donation was not f ound i n 

precious doc uments or a Hi story of Sylvester . 155 Valla 

continued to s t ate t hat 11 t he document itself c:mtains 

i nconsist enci e s , i mpr obabilities, idiocies , barbari s ms , 

, 111 56 ana some n on s e nse . 

154 V l l a 11 _New Catholi c R. Mont a no , " Lore nz o a , 
E~cy clo pedia , XIV , pp . 522- 523 . 

155G . R . ed .) Renai ssan ~e ~ Refopnatio~ 
Elton ( ~ _ "llian ~ompany , 1908 ), P 

l,300- 16u.8 , ( New York : The l-ia.c mi 

156 r b i d . 

49 . 



80 Loren zo Valla •s tt 
a ack continued upon ~1.. he D onation in the form of philosophical 

argument. He was a note d 
Latin sc hol~r at the time 0 ~ h 

• is wo~k on~ , D . - 1..ne onat1.o n . He 
argued that the document failed in the 

use Of Latin alone . 
He he ld t hat Latin was not used, · r~ther 

a Latin vulgate. 
He i ~sisted that the document co.nta1.·ned 

Frankish and Ger-
l-,"~ni c. words a nd phrases. La ' · ,,~ ter, 1.n the pontificate of 

Nic~olas V (1447-1455), the document was dismissed as a· 

for gery• 

It is significant to note here Dante's imperialistic 

bias: 11 To how much ill gave birth. • . that plenteous 

dower. II . . This remark shows a sad acceptance of the 

ny t h of the Donation coupled with a harsh criticism of evils 

following it. These evils created a great papal power in 

the West and destroyed the Holy Roman Empire. The reviva l 

of this Empire, or its continuation, was dear to Dante's 

1 --7 heart. :J 

In Canto XXVIII there is a reference to King John of 

England. The reference also referred to Bertrand de Born, 

157 h Donation of Constantine: 
Dante remarked about t e . Constant ine had not 

11 1 say that i t has no fore~, be~a~s~irrni ty nor had the 
t~e powe r to alie~ate t~e im~~r;/ "Da~te, s' De Mon~rchia, 11 

~nurch t he powe r to rec:i.eve :i.~ ~ • iization g ~ ~' 
int roduction to Contempora ry viv:i.b_ University Press, 
( . . · - y k· Colum :i.a t hird edition : ~ew or· 
1960 ), I, p. 315. 



t '1e Frenc h trouoadour who 81 
constantly s e t t he s ons of Henr y II a ga i nst eac h other and 
even aeainst t he i· r f a t her, Henry 

I I. 

1 ow. behold this ~riev , . . J 

1~ ... - eath1 n ~ oo •s~ To 5 ous tormecc , ti1ou ,~_~o 
u - - 0 0 \, S Py th ' • , • J " ' -' 

else Be terri~ l e a s t his.e Qead . .1... oe~old, if any 
Thou nayst be ~,,. .1... -:ct •· And , l, ha 1. on ear th 

- a - l,~ l0 ° S 0~ me V Jertrand he of B O 
.1.. • , •• now t hat I Am 

' orn , who 7ave Yi·· J h counse l mi s chievou- Ft' 6 ~ ng o n The 
· -

0 
• a ner a· d I r.m tua l war. 158 [sic] n son set a t 

T' . s s.!... t 
ni l- a ement, according to the foot note i· ·n 0 . . ...,ary , 

was appar ently mistranslated. There 

.• • : a r ~ _t wo a lterna t ive r eadings• il Re 
Giovanni ( 11 King J ohn 11 ) adopted bv Car' ,'r • an a' 
· 1 . ( '' ' J J J • i r e giovane -cn.e "Young King11 ) , \'/nich is t he 
one gene r a lly acc ept e d a t the pr es en t day . 
The pe rson meant is Princ e Henr y . 159 [s i c] 

·Prin ce Henr y (1155-11 83) was t he f i rst son of King 

Henr y II ( 1133-11 89), a n d Eleanor of . Aqui tane. Crovme d in 

his f a t her's l ifetime , Prin ce Henr y was kn own as t he 11 Young 

Zing 11 and Henr y I I was kn ovrn as t he 11 01d Ki ng . 11 

T:-ie f a1:,il;y of Henr y II of Engl and qnd El eanor of 

Aqui t ane was on e of turmoil. Henry II and El eanor had 

four s o~s, tvo of who~ di e d be f ore Henr y , and t hree 

daugbters. At t he ti r:1e He nry II was crovmed Ki ng of 

ruled more t erritory in Fr ance Enil and in 1154, he alre ady 

I - Henr Y II took t he t hrone 
tba n t l1e French ICing , Louis V 1. y 

- c:; G 

1....., oCar y ' p . 121. 

159I, . d oi . 



~t the age of t~e nt v- one 
C,A V 1 ..., ) 

82 

Tourai. e and ~ormandy . 
having already r ul ed Anjou , Maine , 

0hen Henr y II Lo , 
" O.r;: Of f ic e ne es . ~bl . , 

' t~ i s ned new r eforms 
i n l aw base d upo:--i Parts of Anglo- Saxon 

and :Norman l aw . He 
impr oved t he s yst em of k i ng 's court s . 

He developed t he 
t heory t hat t he Kin~ was J.. h 

u ~ e fount ai n of jus t ice . He al s o 

es tabl i s hed t he Accusing or Present ~ent or Grand J ur y whe re 

members of t he village or s hire must declare t he name s of 

t he pe r s ons commit t i ng crimes i n t heir area . 16O 

Henr y II quarreled with his sons and even with fhe 

Churc h . After Becket's deat h i n 1170, his quarrels with 

his sons continued to r;1oun t . Henr y I I had crovm ed Prince 

Henr y King of England . The power of t he Ki ng had re mai ned 

d f t h - . . . 1 61 - , J.. ,,y i n t he han s o e Jus-ciciars . .oarons unaer ~.ne _oun.g 

King ,1' . incited him to r ebel a gainst Henr y I I for .t he full 

r i ght s of t he kings hip i n England . The young Ki ng ' s armies 

we re defeated by Henr y II. The young Ki ng fled to t he 

court of Louis VII of France. The young Ki ng Henry also 

160 .. ,. 11 pp ,v i son , • 90- 94 . 
161 d J us.J..ici ars i s the s ai:1e as 

J us ticiars. !~e wor v En~ l i ; h History t he chief 
Jus tici a.r y Po'.ver. " In ~.ne earlt an~ Just ice. The 
adr,1i:'1ist r <1t or of both go-ye3:nmenw s t he King ' s de put y 
Jus ti ci·~r v o~ chi ef J ust i ciary "a or J..o t l~ at of He nry I I . , 

~ ., - • • J.. ' '"" onquer l, • 

fro r.1 the t i :;1e of Wi lli am ~I1: li d t ".1 e exc hequer , super - . 
Pr es i din~ i n t he Ki ng ' s court a?men~· and acting as r egent 
Vis in:;- a l l depart:r.e nt s of ~~ve

1
=: o. , D' ' Whitney ( ed . ), T~1e 

• J.. 
0 

• 11 141 1 iar.i • rn1 he Cen~ury 1n ~he k i n'=" 1 s a oscence • · d • (New . York : 
.£.entur ~ Di~tiona r y ~ _f;vclo pe i a 
Company , 1899), v~ , p . 3258. 



83 
resen t e d t he independe nce of ~i c ',.~~r d 

~- "- (late r Ri char d I of 
third son of Henr y I I . d ~l . _ 

a n ~ eanor ), as r ul er of 
The young Ki n e Henr y a ~ . - ~ 1 . qu i tane . 

u aa i n re~e l ed agai nst 

Henry II an d in 11 82 j oine d an alliance to oppose hi m, but 

,.,,·a s defeated again and r einai· ned i· ·1 
• n exi eat Xar t el. He 

' a•i· ect t he r e in 11 83 and his hody 
~ was stolen :JY t he pe ople 

of Le ifans a s i t was being t ake n to Normandy . La t er 

Henr y II ordered t he boy brought to Rouen and buried.162 

Bertrand de Bor n , mentio:--i ed Vfith Prince Henr y , is 

close l y linked to Henry II a nd his sons. Bertrand de Born 

was a lso kn own as Lord of Haut efort. He has be en called, 

n • h • n k I' 1 63 11 t he prince or misc i e r-ma ers. · 

Bertran d de Born was a ma n of l i ttle mora l character. 

He was constantly at war wit h one noble or another i n 

sout hern France. His powers of i ntrigue exte nded to 

Henry II a nd his sons. He was 11 :'..ord when he would of Ki ng 

• 11 164 It · s eems t hat de Born Hen r y of England and his so ns. 

was onl y happy when t here was f eudi ng and t urr oil betwee n 

,,. 11 m' Dictionary .£f :Nat ional 1 o2"i,.a-'- e Nor o·a t e ' uHenry' ~ ;;;.,;;.;;::..:::.;;:.;;..;;.;;._;;;.. ... • \. l, 0 

~-
1 -x pp . 51+6-547• .oiograp_1.y , · 1 , 

. • 1 ' Under the :,ro r rnans ~ 
163H. VJ . c. Davis, 1nr: ana Inc:--, 19 61), p . 255. 

Barnes a nd Nobl e Angevi ns ( New York : 



lienr y II a. d his sons and · 84 
' even i nc ludi--1 rr t ' 1- . 

·- 0 ne 'l.. lng of Fr an ce . 
At ti~es he wished t · 

be a t war with each 0 ~ ½~~~ fa ther a~d son s hould. 
with brother a·:1 d 1 ~- ~ ~, and brother a~ ,·,ar , · a ways h 1 " , 
France and Engl and should ~ wou d_that~ Ki ngs of 

o e enemies . 1 o 5 
Bertran d de Born was a knio"ht 

and lord of a castle 
in Periguex na~ed Hautefort. H 

e had a brother nar1ed 
Constant i ne and Bertrand spe nt much of h 

is time forcing 
Co nstantine out of his castle. c · 

onstantine, however, 

i nvariably came ri ght back and retook the castle from 

Bertrand. Bertrand wanted to gain Constantine 's i nheritance 

but was preve nted fro m doing so by Henr y II of England . 

Bertrand spent most of his life writing poetry and fi ghting 

his neighbors and his brother. The castle of Hautefort 

had been willed to both Constantine and Bertrand de Born. 

This joint i nheritan ce was a constant cause of friction 

in sout hern France. It is . t hought that Bertrand de Born 

was the man responsible for encouraging the young King 

Henry to rebel a gainst his father a nd even to conduct 

R. h d 166 a war aa-ainst his brother, • ic ar • 
0 

. Henry rebelled for the last ~llien the young King 

time with t h e rebellion of Limoges, "de Born saw with 

1 65
1

, . , 
OlQ . 

166Alfred D an Devil's Brood: ugg ' 1967) 
F Fa~er and Faber, ' amily (London : ..., 

~ Angevin 
pp. 164-1 65 . 



leas~re that al l o f Fr an ce t h · 
p sou of t he Loire was i n exactly 
t he co 1dition t hat suited nim .111 67 r.1 , • 

85 

ine primary reasqn for 
eiistence f or de Born , it. see me d, was to precipi t ate 

. 1 The aoi11· ty .... 0 l 

tro~o e . ~ Keep Henry and his sons fi ghting 
g .. ve nirn powe r a nd he ·aro1.-. a ·n1y ld · 

_ v cou no~ have lived without 

it . He v✓as a ma n of rnany talent s and "the n.ost distin-

guished of t h e Provencal troubadors, and composed a striking 

poem on t he death of the 11 Young English Ki ng" (He nr y 11 83), 

· .,_ · 11 d 11 1 68 B t d B dl whic h is s~i prese rve • er rand e orn suppose y 

died i n 1215 as a Cistercian monk , 169 a strange ending for 

s uch a lively L:an of talent and intrigue . 

The last maj or reference i n Dante 's 11 I nferno11 is 

found in Can to ·xxxr . The refere nce is to Roland and 

' i·s i·ncluded +o show the difference between Char l emagn e ana "' 

1 d 11 -:c.o terri· 'ole a blas t Orlando historical fact a n d e gen : ~ 

t he host o f Bl ew not, when that dismal rout O'erthrew 
~ II 170 

and quenc h 'd His saintly Vlarrare . Charle magne _ 

to Roland, known in Italian as This reference is 

Orlando . 'The d but it is based f Ro land" is legen , "Song o 

167-- ·, p 179. ~-, . 
1 6 8 Cary , p. 1 21 • 

169 ro i d . 

l70i b i d ., P· 13l ■ 



upO, fac t . The incident 
occurred durino~ t he 

•· r e i gn of c~arl emagne while he was campai ::;- n~n . 
0 ~ g against t he Ar abs , 

fi ght i ng t heir en try i nt 
o southern France in t he eighth 

century . Against t he Arabs 

· · · he had undert ;:,._:,;:en . . . 
twen ty years . iie experi s~ve n expeditions i n 
which the most famous wa:n~~e some reverses, of 
g~ard a t Ronceval by t he B massacre_of his rear
ene '-r ies of the Fran' 171 asque mountaineers , swor'n 

.. XS. (Sic] . 

86 

Charlemagne was known as Charles the Great (c. 742-

814. ·He was the son of Pepin the S' t K nor , ing of France. 

Pepin had another son, Carloman. The empire of Pepin was 

divided between the two sons in 768. 

In 771 Charlemagne ruled all of France and began his 

campaign to convert the Northern Germanic pagans to 

Christianity . He incorporated them into his domain. In 

774 he became King of the Lombards and gave lands to Pope 

Leo IV. Between 774 and 777 Charlemagne was asked by the 

Sarace ns to help them in Spain. This was t~e same group 

of people who had been defeated at Tours in 732. 172 

I n 777, while Charles was at Paderborn int~nt 
upon t he . problem of the Saxons, this same Soliman 

171L . R . A uistory of France (New York : ucien .. o rnier, _ n __ -. ---

St . Martins Press, 1953), P· 6b. 
1 11 ::t;ncyclopaedia 172 ,, ' h w H' olland "Char emagne, 

~ . .~r-i: ur v~. ' 8 _392; 
~ritanni ca, (11t h ed.), V, PP• 91 



87 or anot her t hat bore t ~ 
G · o o ~ s .,e s a:ne nam -overn r 1 a r aa-ossa ~· · . e and was now 

, f .., o ' c~me a t ... 11 , emoassy o .:>aracen cn-i f . , l, e nead of an 
nort hern Spain i n re ~:: s f wi~h an offer of all 
government of Cordov; . 193 or he lp against t he 

Charlema gne decided ... 
0 

t · 
l, en er a campaign agains t 

t he ruler of Cordova . s · 
pain had a nume rous body of 

Christian s ubje cts and they co mplain8 d of the 
cruelty of 

t he Cordovan ruler. 11 Ch 1 
1ar es was the ti tular defe nder of 

t he Ci1ristian faith and fore most Christian ruler. 11 174 -

Therefore, he felt it was his du ~y . to d D 
~ e~e nd t he Spanish 

Christians in Spain. 

Charlemagne divided his forces and marched into 

Spain in 778. He se nt his army by different routes, later 

to meet at a pre-chosen city. His army met at Pampelona 

and t he city surrendered. Later the city of Barcelona 

surrendered, and Charlenagne moved to t he city of Saragossa . 

I n the sa~e year (778) he decided to leave Saragossa with

out hav i ng captured it and return to France. As Charlemagne 

l eft Spain he clim~ed up the pass in the Pyrenees Mountains 

wi th hi s ar~y behind hi m. 

8 ' 78 ... , e troopers reached the summit On August 1 , r , l, n . • . t h rc h 
of the Pyrenees. No enemy was i n sight ! . ~ ma, d 

f The first division na was peac e ful and care ree. · 

173 Charlemagne FirSt of lli 
Char le s E • Russell , . . · Co[11pany , 1930 ) , . 

boder ~s ( New York : Houghton Mifflin 
p. 151 • 



crossed the divide and _ 
towar d the Xort :i . \T'I~s ~',Vlr, .si:1g dovrn the 

. . . ne ~r "'· 1-s u r p r i s e an d e n cumbe r ed wit~ ~n ~s we re t aken 
we r e t h rown in to con f usi on . ? 7geavy a r mor and 

T: e c onfl i ct l a st e d u nt·l . . 
· 1 n i gntfa ll ana' e 

88 

dese rt 
by 
baggage , 

ve r y ma n 
in the pass a t t he time was k illed. 

The ~attle of Rances-
va lles was the o n l y ma jor defeat for c 

- har lema gne. , For 
cen t ur ie s it inspire d the re mar'.~s 01~ t 

-.. po e s and o t hers. 

Those t hat f ell at the Battle of Ro ncesvalle s were 

Eggi hard, the Ki ng 's Hi gh Steward Anselm t he 
~ ~n~ s ch~l; a n ~ a~ove all " Hruo~an d, {,1arden of the 
.u.re -co n 1-larc h , wno became the ir:1mortal Roland of 
song s, son nets, ballads and oallades, . 176 [sic] 

Charle ma gne returned to the pass and the site of t he 

a mbush of his troops. He tried to catch the assailants, 

but t h ey were n~ver found. 

I n 800, two years after the Battle of Roncesvalles, 

Charle6agne was crowned Holy Ro man Emperor . He ruled until 

814 whe n he died ~till fig hting the Germa nic pagans north 

of the Rh ine rtiv 2r and also trying to keep the Vikings out 

of Fran ce. 

Th e Battle of Roncesvalles thus made not only a rnon

, +,,e battle itself but also by ume ntal place i n history oy vu 

the action s of its fi gures . This aspect has been greatly 

expan ded u pon in the Song .£f. Rolarrct . 

1751, · ct 
~-' 

176-. . d lOl ., 

p . 154 • 

p . 155• 



CHAPTER V 

SUl•u,iARY AND CONCLUSIONS 

Da nte 's Divine Come dy_. is 
a work not only of literary 

value bu t also of historical value. That t he wotk has 

historica l value as much as literary is de monstrated by 

Dan t e 's kee n awareness of th 8 1.· r.,nporta~~ h " .... 
• , Uv lS1,Orical events 

of his ti□e. He strove to show that □an was not divided 

fro m ma n by the Church vs. State controversy. Rather, he 

believed that men of all calibers, whether nobles or not, 

had t he same general experiences, but were separated by 

degrees of i ndividual experiences. He used both t he good 

and t he bad of his time to illustrate that man contained 

both good and evil. 

Dante was very much i nvolved with t he politica l 

' 1 .... L' ·11 • .... • He r~elt t hat both t he Church and ae ve oprn en 1,s O.i. .is 1,ime. 

t he state had its place and each s hould bec ome ir.ore aware 

d He ll· ved i n a time when a new of its u se cf power for goo• 
. . -'- y ' s 

class of bankers and guildsmen were asce udi -:1 & soc ie 1. 

Flore nce and ot he r ci ties were 
hi er a rc hy . He was a ware t hat 

1 Of t he rising banki ng and 
experiencing 11 the strugg e 

' . 1~ J,. 11 177 
the feudal nooi ~1, y . 

i ndustrial classes a gainst -

Dante ( New York : 
l77Thomas G. Bergin, 

Pr ess , 1 9 6 5 ) , p • 1 7 • 

The Orion 



Da. te was in t eres{ed i n the 
Church fulf i lling i t s 

90 

r i Ghts of spiritual l e ader h . 
S, l.p. 

Avi ~non had given t he Ch 
~ · urch to the r, · 

l\. l. ng of France , by 

He f elt +' t c · vna lement . Vat 

allowi: ~ t he Holy See to be a + .., Avign on . Af-. ' h d 
v i: e eath of 

V h e wrot e a le t t e r to 
the Italian Cardinals askin ~ 

a 
t '.':Nl to exert all forms of pressure to s ee 

that a Pope would 
be ele c t e d who would bring t he panacy 'oac ~ 

- .,. to Rome . Even 
t hough he had eventually learned to accept , . nis exile from 

?lor~~c e , he cou ld ne ver accept the exile of t he Church 

fro m Rome. Dan te felt t hat t he Churc h should be free of 

poli tic a l turmoil , that "the function of the Churc h as suc h 

was not to achieve political order under law but to fqster 

spiritual peace through divine grace . 11 178 

Dante believed that the Church s hould not involve 

itself in temporal affairs . He felt that t he Churc h could 

not ackieve world peace in his time because this, to Dante, 

was a political problem on ly . He felt that political 

problems were best settled by political leaders and not 

by the Church . Dante saw t hat the Church had s erious 

enough problems in its religi ous body , without s eeking 

temporal political domi nation . 

178 ~1 - 1,., 1·eri Ci ti zen o f 
G .,.. ld G Walsh Dan te .n ig . .i - ,.. - . • - 94~) 

C o ... a • .; ce Publishing vompany , 1 o , 
--:'i r -i s t e n do m ( Milwaukee: i.Jru 
p . 86 . 



D~nte was ve r y seve 
_e With t he Churc h . 
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He cast 
popes and non- be l ievers i nt o I-Iell 

at his ct· iscretion--most 
ofte n be caus e of t heir reli gious deeds. 

In t he "In ferno," Canto III D t 
' an e Placed Celestine 

v in He ll be cause he gave up the papal 
throne. In Canto 

XI he placed Cardinal Ottavi-no de 1 - u· 1 .. ~ g 1 oa d1n1 i n Hell 
be caus e of his affiliations with t he Ghibellines 

Of . 

Florence. Pope Anastasius II, in Can+o XI " , was assi gned 

to Hell simply because Dante confus~d him with the 

Byzantine Emperor of the same name. Pope Nicholas III, 

i n Canto XIV, was condemned to . Hell again because Dante 

confused him with someone else, namely Boniface VIII. 

CleDent V, in Canto XIX , is passionately hated by Dante 

because he believed that Clement had given the Church 

to t he French King, Philip the Fair, when he changed t he 

Papal See to Avignon . For this Dante placed him in Hell 

also. Dante did not like Boniface VIII, and in Canto 

XXVII he called him a Pharisee and placed him in Hell. 

In t he same Canto, Dante consigned Pope Sylvester I to 

Hell bec ause of his acceptance of the Donation of 

Constant ine . He felt that the Pope should not have taken 

. should ,nave no temporal powers. 1t because t he Church 

+he document was a forgery . Dante did not know that " 
, h rad any 

f 1~ that the Cnurc •· 
Dan t e a ppare ntly never e ~ 

t J:' r eli gious 
t han t he fulfj_ll men o.1. 

other r eason f or exis tence 



for it s fol ~ 0 ,,18 
92 

.... . rs. IJe 
~ was harsh 0 11 the Chur ch 

fel t t hat it s nos·~· be cat,;.se ne 
.. l l.lO Yl was a natter that should 

~ot be coapromised , ~or profit made from it no matter what 
t i1e rcaso .• 

Not on ly d . d D i ante despise churc 'nmen ·i1ho violated 
t heir positions in the Chu· 1~ , . . , re' oy gai ning political power or 

v,,1onev , he a lso hated the pr t· J ac ice of us· ,ry· . B u. .e mentioned 

it tv:ice i n Canto XI and once again in Canto XVI. In h:i.s 

nat1~e d of usury he vras a ty;oical proo'.·uc+ .,. 1 _ " o .i. .1is age . The 

Churc h also conde oned it as a sin . 

I ::1 Canto XI X Dante s peaks of sellin::i religious 

relics a nd Holy Orders , kno1.m as si i: o:1y , a:1d pl ace s i n 

Ifoll Si mon Hagnus for whom the practice was named. He felt 

that the pr a ctice of sioony debased the religious position 

of t he Church . 

Dante was not adverse to assigning other medieval 

leaders to Hell . He did not choose just to exercise his 

1 C~ 1 He \11ent beyond the Church iter G.r '.r ·orowess oh t he ,.urc.:1. . v ., -
' ' ~ ~ell ·.~ot ea' pol; +i· c~l leaders of both 

a ·:1c. C 0:.1.0.0 2":'",:l e d l. 0 n ,. .L. v -

ancient an d 1edieval times . 
He cast Saladi n ' the •1oha:m:;edan 

He ll i n Canto IV be cause he was 
leader of the crusades , i nt o 

·:;as cast 

" the Holy Ror.'lan 
Frederick II, E~pe ror or 

i n to C~ ~ ~l, 0 XI because Dante 
Hell i n - '" 

J.-' 
1
-, ec::: t hat Frede rid;:: 

1 in his l,.l. ,i ~ , 

ad~e r e d to the belie f popu ar 

II , . · a-'- 11eist . was a s ens ualist ana an l, . 



eric ,~ II ecaus e :1e 
fel t t hat Fr ede . , 

r i cK II was r i ght 
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t te c· urc h on t e[1pora l 
povre rG of t he 

Dante· dislii::.ed t he 
t yrants of Italy 

a~d i n Ca ~t o XII, he cast Ezzelino 1-...... -
1 

da 
Roma no i nto Hell 

'oecau.s e o -.i.~ h i s e .... - XL~e ~e cruelty toward h; s 
..._ people as Lord 

of Vero -:i. a . I n t he sar,1 e Ca nto Dante · also co·..,de . , 
-- m1e a Guy de. 

·.-;o:1t fort of England to Hell , b 
ecause he killed his cousin 

Richard , son of Ric hard Earl o f Cornwall , in retaliati6n 

for h is fat her ' s death at the hands of Prince Edward , s 

forc es at Eves ha m. Edward was acting for his father, 

Henr y II :i: , elder brother of the Earl of Cornwall. Attila 

is also i ncluded i n Ca~to XII as a condemned shade. Dante 

felt t hat Attila haste ned the fall of his beloved Roman 

Er.1pi re . 

I n C~n to XX Dante made Constantine I an occ upant of 

P S 1 t T·-~e Do nation Hell because of his gift to ope y ves er . ,~ 

l· 11 Dante ' s mi·nd. because he fe l t of Constantin e was wro ng . 

.... · · I di'd not have t he authority t hat t he Emperor Cons~an~ine 

to give such a gift . 

1 d i n Hell. Dante was very exact with whom he Pace 

f d i n Hell 
I~ull 01~ ·.~r,,_;_~.o~ characters oun The ''Infern o" , is " " -

Da·1-te was a Guelf, oeca~se of their political oeliefs . 
• Hell because 

Of 'ni· s own party in ~ bu t he nl a ced me mbers ... 

~ n 1 +l11ey betraye d the Guelf cause . The 
1!C r c t, i n sor::e '.'fay , ..., 

t o"'ten fo und i n , ..... s ... n' o perso:1ages ;r.os .i. G ibelli:es a re peraa~ ~ -
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t ·1a·:1 they vrere 
t he ouuosi· n~ Par-'-

• - 0 1., y 

des•oic ' 1 - a □ e CTen--usually for no 

Guelfs . 
agai nst t he 

Dante ' s 11 Di vi·, c - ;_e omedy_ must be ..,..eaa' f 
.i. ram t hre e 

points of approach : as a hist6ry of the Per1.·od - of barbarism 
i~ It a ly , as a source of t he fairest~ · · 

luscan speech , a1d as 
ar: exa,:1ple of s ubli::i.e poetry ·" 179 

His t0rical understandin~ 
0 

is L1porta:1 t i :-1 Dante if one is to understa·-; ct 1 '" :iis ideas of 

:Oan te 's work De I-Io:1arch1 a expl ains his ideas about 

E~pire . The ~ork was t~ought to have been written i n 1309 

i n hope of ~:1 fluenci ng a restoration of i nperial r ul e . 

Dan te had great hope s t hat Henry VII (1269-1313), ~he Holy 

Roman :2mperor, would be able to bring ab out a revival of the 

Ror.1an Empire . Henr y VII was unable to effect a r evival of 

t he Empire and he died in 1313. Dante hoped he would help 

Italy but he did not. 

I D Ir. h · D;::-,n -1.,· e 
0
r.1· ves +h· e 11 v-.L· ew t hat t h0 n e •10-c,arc. ia. ~ " 

. k . , 11 180 
d · rule. all man i na . E~peror was dcsig~ated by Go ~o 

Also, 

11 -'-1., ½at .., u .... ,,.., o .,,, ; J.. ., o .;:- t 1'-e 
.U . c..;.,, l.,L J. J..- l,:J J.. .l 

181 
lar matters. 11 

. supersede t hat of t he Emperor , in secu 

Vl·car of Christ , does not Pope , the 

179 ' ) . n · scussi oDs of t he Divine 
Iri:'la Br andeis ( ea.., l :- , - l-:::'7'9o1J,P• 11. 

( ~ . D C ueath and Company , 
...JOS-CO i1 : • • H • • 

l 80~ on p 7o~ . l' er guss , • 

181 I' . d .'.) l • 



Da:ite 11 i:1ai t a i ns that manki nd, i n 95 
his time, must recognize one se cula r monarch , the Emner 

.4 or, as well as ~he P 
wnose authority 

., 18 2 
r.1at t ers • 

l \, 4 op~ J 

( ne a ssumes) is s _ . 
· upre me in religious 

Dan t e be lieved in the old 
Roman Empire . The Empire 

to Dante was a politically sound 
state. He 1elt ~hat it 

offe red a standard form of justice. H 1 ea so believed t hat· 
it brought world unity and kept the ,civilized world fr.om 

splintering politically and destroying itself. Dante's 

opinion was t hat a world commun_;·ty und ... _ er a S1.,rong Emperor 

could offer stability to political problems. He also 

felt t hat a revision of the Empire concept would unite 

Europe and bring it out of its medieval turmoil. 

Dante's ~ethod of argument for Empire was historical. 

He be lieved t hat "the ViOrld was never so peaceful as it was . 
. 183 

at t he tir.1e of the rule of Augustus .'' He argued that 

t he Empire was so good that Christ came during its peace

fulness. Dante also believed that the Romans ruled because 

they were nob le and that they alv1ays did what i.iras beSt; for 

184 He felt ~1.,'na~1., the Church and t he co~monwealth of Rome . 

182-b . , .L lQ . --
l 83~ergin, p. 184. 

lS4Ibid ., p . 186. 



the state could rule equally . 96 

~he te :1pora l POV✓ers and t he c 
hur ch would exercise the 

T'ne .,., .c;mpire woula' exercise 

religi ous powers . 

Dante , in s hort, wanted a wold 
r commonly ~ontrolled 

by a strong Emperor and a strong Churc h . 
He did not want 

separate nations because he felt tha+ ~1..hey 
" bred separate 

i nterests and separate interests bred \''ars 
' and distrust. 

While Dante expounded his ideas of Empi·re, E -
urope was going 

i n the opposite direction. "In medieval_ fact, the dominant 

tre nd was toward the building of separate nation states." 185 

In the "Inferno11 Dante referred to twenty-three 

countries or national groups. He referred to in fact or 

mentioned in some form Italy, the Israelites, the Trojans, 

Egypt, Greece and Macedonia, Persia, Crete, the Assyrians, 

t he Babylonians, Germany, Libya, India, Spain, Portugal and · 

Cyprus . These references indicate the historical i nflue nce 

of t he classics and o f great dead civilizations on a great 

d · 1 D t , Thev also show the constrictions :::1e ieva mind-- an e s. .; 

laid upon the E1e dieval r:1an by the ge ographical limitations 

Of t he Middle Ages . 

Dante ~ade reference to t he Church or the papacy a 

total i·ncludin o~ nine different Popes . 
v of thirty times not 

Da,.,_ te l t. d Popes Celestine V ( 1294-1295)' " " is ted or men ione 

Political Ideas (New York: 1 05:snart Lewis, Hedie~al ;..:;.;.:::.:::-.;--
Alfred· A. ~~opf, 1954) , P· 4~0. 



~oni~ace VIII (1 295- 1303 ) A t . · 
::> ... - - - ' nas asius II ( 496- 498) ' 

97 

cl e~e~~ V (l~O~-l ~14), Ni cho l as III ( _ 
1277- 1280 ), ~icholas II 

( 1059- 1061), Gre gory I ( 590- 604 ) · . ,, , . 
' and Mar~in IV (1281-1285) 

Historical references tha t per-'-~ - + . . ' 
- ~~in vO ancient nist ory before 

L,L76 are ~entioned f orty tioes . Rep 
rerences that apply to 

nedieval period are considered a· to~al ' 
v of forty -one 

tir::es . I n relation to local asnects t hose o-=- k"lo . 
- , .1. .i. rence and 

t ae Guelf and Ghibelline stru~gle there are fo • - · 
o , r~y- nine 

r eferences . These numerous references i mply Dante 's under-

standing and political awareness of his times . The chief 

problems an d eras of history that had gone before Dante 

wer e reflected i n his "Inferno." These included--the 

ancient period , with its wealth of l iterature and hist ory , 

with its historical lessons; the great issue of his day , 

Pope vs. EBpe ror; the great Italian i nstitution of the 

Papacy ; the Guelf-Ghibelline struggle i n Ita ly; and refer

ences alluding to the medieval period , already fast drawing 

to its close . 

Dante's II t , • a p·,-er.i· se historical work , " Infer no nen is - -

ht l· + refers to t he occ urrences definitive in the s ense ta w 

t hat affected t he history of t he Middle Ages , whiqh , in turn , 

\,, .r:- ~ t he s+rtigo.,.le of Church and State . as a.1. r ect ed by "' · 
The 

as a history as well as a major . entire work can be read 

wor~ Of literatureo 
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