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ABSTRACT

This thesis deals with the major historical references

in the first part of Dante's Divine Comedy, the "Inferno."

The paper proposes to show that Dante's "Inferno" can
be viewed not only és a literary and theological work, but
also as an historical work. An attempt was made to identify
and research references of historical importance, showipg
the reason for their inclusion in the "Inferno."

The paper also draws conclusions as to why historical
personages and occurrences are mentioned and their true
relation to the history of the ancient and medieval world.

It explains Dante's political thought and his views involving
a revival of the 0ld Roman Empire. It shows Dante's wide
range of historical knowledge and his own personal involve=-
ment with the politics of the time.

‘The work &evelops the concept that Dante was extremely
concerned with the affairs of Church and State in the Middle
Ages. In addition, it illustrates the conflicts that
occurred over interpretations of temporal powers. It shows
his concern with classical history and ancient civilizations.
. He was not only a political partisan and. propagandist, but
also had an appreciation of the lessons of. the past in' a

true historical sense.
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CHAPTER I
INTRODUCTION

The greatest of the Italian.poets, Dante Alighieri,
was born in Florence in May, 1265, and died in Révenna in
1321,

Dante was born in the latter part of the medieval
period and yet he is part of the Renaissance period also.
His works tie the two periods firmly together; not only
combining them, but at the same time giving Italy a national
language and a national history. He is important because
he is the first Italian w;iter to popularize the Tuscan
dialect of the vernacular so that it became the natural
language of Italy. He is important also because of his
historical and social criticism of the period in which he
lived.

Little is known of Dante's family background. It is
known, however, that he came from the burgher class of Flor-
ence and not from the knightly class.

Dante was very zsducated for his day and time. He
studied the works of Vergil, Horace, Ovid, and Statius.

He was a student of science, mathematics, philosophy and

the010gy.1 His work, the Divine Comedy, is literally

1Arthur J. Butler, "Dante," Encyclopaedia Britannica
(11th edo), ppc 8]0‘8]].




€0rzaanized the governmeat of ngyot,
atimids' officials with his own trusted.men
aad, tarough his officers, he kaew what the population was
doing. Despite such knowledge he remained aloof frowm the

throng of people in his country. Saladin felt that the oaly
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nat this would sufficiently unite the Moslens in order
that they might defeat the Christians of Jerusalen. Saladin
was determiuned to subdue the Moslem forces that opposed hinm
and, 1n this determination, he aroused the anger of the
Islamites, or the freethinkers, and the Assassins against
him. The Assassins even made a vain attempt upon

Saladin was never able fully to realize his dreams
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united Moslem world, nor was he ever fully able to
regain the lost territories that the Christians had captured.
Saladin was able to capture Jerusalem which was to remain

. 3 o P e
in the haads of the Arabs until 1917.9’ Saladin had done his

t1 Crusaders in the Near past. He had fared
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based on these subjects, as well as on ancient history as
understood in his time. It was also appealing to contem-
poraries, being full of references to Italian politicians
and despots of his day. |

Dante was a-'great poet and the popularizer of the
Tuscan dialect of the Italian language. But today, it is
often forgotten that he was a polifical man and a strong
partisan. During the youth of Dante, the two major poli=-
tical factions of Florence constantly stuggled for the
political control of Florence. The parties were the Guelfs
(the Whites) and the Ghibellines (the Blacks).

The cities of Tuscany and northern Italy have been
described as rather similar to the ancient Greek city-
states in that there was a deep attachment to the city or
village where a person was born. Dante felt this way about
Florence and, being from fhe burgher class, it was logical
that he would later join the Guelf party.2

In Dante's time the northern cities were the

Ghibelline strongholds, while Florence was controlled
by the Guelfs; but all the cities and in@eed many
families were divided into Guelfs and Ghibellines.

The political division between Guelf and Ghibelline

had started about the middle of the tenth century. The

2Francis Fergusson, Dante (New York: The Macmillian
Company, 1966), p. 5.

3Ibid., pp. 5=6.
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Ghibellines had originally been the early Germanic invaders.
They became the powerful feudal lords of northern Italy and
ruled their territories with an iron hand. Being descend-
ants of early Germanic tribes, they tended to look to the
German emperors as protectors and allies. The Guelfs, on
the other hand, had risen from the bourgeoisie and looked
to the Pope for spiritual, political and military support.
This early form of feudal order was already much on the de=-
cline at the time Dante was born. The new class of burghers
was much on the rise, and with their wealth they began to
abtain the previous positions of the nobility.L+ The rough
country burghers were slowly eating into the power of the
nobles and accuiring the nobles' land and titles.
The uncouth country lords tended to move into

the city, acquire the glamourous Florentine

urbanity, and become city families. The rich

bourgeois liked to acquire aristocratic titles,

along with aristocratic pride and cruel insolence.

The struggle between the rich and the poor, and

in this time of rapid change it was common for

powerful leaders to shift their party labels

with bewildering frequency. « .«

In the year 1266 the Guelfs finally gained control of

the city of Florence. The Ghibellines were ousted and the
town remained in the hands of the Guelf party for almost

thirty years. This period of total Guelf rule was to prove
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both active and fruitful for the city of Florence. The thirty
year rule of the Guelfs was full of prosperity, as well as
artistic achievement and great intellectual growth for the
eity of Florence.6

At the age of twenty-four Dante was active in the
Guelf and Ghibelline struggle for power. In 1289, at twenty-
four, he was in the service of the Florentine cavalry at
the Battle of Campaldino fighting on the side of the Guelf
league which defeated the Ghibellines. The city of Florence
stayed under this power until 1302 when the struggle broke
out again under different families. Dante, at this time,
held one of the major positions in the Florentine goveranment
-=-that of the Office of Priors. However, Dante's party,
the Whites (the Guelfs), was kicked out of power and the
fifteen men in the position of prior were coademned to be
burned to deatn if they ever again were found within the
territory and power of Florence.'7

At thirty-five, Dante was exiled from the city of
Florence. At the time of the new uprising he had been-out
of the city. He never again saw his wife and children.

In this state of exile, he worked out a personal com-

promise with the defeated Ghibellines which allowed hin as a

6Ibid.

74, F. Cary (traans.), The Vision of Dante Alighieri

ile L

(London: J. M. Dent and Sons, Ltd., 19257, p. 9.
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Guelf to be taken into their company and started to write

the Divine Comedy. He died in the city of Ravenna in 1321.

The last of the line of Alighieris was Dante's daughter,
Beatrice, who was a nun in Ravenna and died there between
1350 and 1370.

It has often been said that Italian literature was
born at the court of Frederick II. This medieval Holy Roman
Emperor was known for his many talents and one of those was
writing poetry. Even the Prime Minister to Frederick: II,
Piero delle Vigne, was a known composer of sonnets. The much
traveled court of Frederick II traveled about Italy with
poets, artists, and learned scholars. This entourage was
made up of Moorish poets and French troubadours. These, for
safety, had fled to the court of Frederick II. Out of this
mixture of poets, scholars, and teachers came the "Apulian
Renaissance" which was the forerunner of Dante, Boccacio,
and Petrarch. Without this awakening at the court of

Frederick II, it is doubtful that there would have been a

Divine Comedy.

Dante's work, the Divine Comedy, first appeared under

the title The Vision of Dante Alighieri. The work is divided

8'.":'ill Durant, The Aze of Faith: The Story of
Civilization (iWew York: Simon and Schuster, 1950), p.
1056,




into thirty-three cantos. The entire work concerns the
morality of the times as Dante saw it.

The Inferno: Hell to Dante was his life in exile and

the wickedness and corruption he found in life around him.
Purzatory: To Dante, Purgatory ﬁas his life af
studies and his writings. Also involved was his belief that
man could wait in Purgatory for heaven if.he had cleansed
himself from sin. .
Heaven: To Dante, Heaven was achieved only by love
and strengthened moral character. It was a state of absolute
happiness.9
This paper will deal only with the first section of the

Divine Comedy, that of the Iaferno. Here the purpose will

not be to give a literary interpretation of the work, but a

L

historical one. Here the job will be to examine the strictly
historical references in the Inferno and interpret their

value and the reason for their inclusion in the work.

91vid., pp. 1066-1081.




CHAPTER II

INFERNO: CANTOS I-X

The opening cantos of Dante's works are mainly con=-

cerned with the founding of Rome and the nistory of Aeneas.

O8]

These first two cantos deal with the references to St. Paul's
descent into Hell, the journey of Aeneas, including the de-
scription of avarice, greed and corruption. The work itself
starts with suﬁrise on Good Friday in the year 1300. At this

time, Dante was thirty-five years old.]O

The third canto is the first coantemvorary historical
reference. Dante discusses a group of shades or souls who
are in hell because their lives have been lived with iandif-
ference and apathy to both good and evil.

‘When some 0f these I recognised

I saw and knew the shade of hinm

wno to base fear yielding, abjured

to high estate.1l [5id

This statement refers to Peter of Morrone, the hermit
wno became Pope Celestine V. He became the only Pope who
voluntarily resigned the papacy, aad thus earned, in Dante's

mind, a place in hell. Either cowardice, intimidation, in-

difference, inability, incompetence, or a lack of worldly

]OCary, pp. 2=9,
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amoition--or a combination of these--led him to resign. He
nay have been .physically frightened by.his ambitious .sub-
ordinate, DBenedetto Guatani, who succeeded him as Pope.

Peter of Morrone became Pope on July 5, 1294. He
succeeded Pope Nicholas IV who .died in 1291. The papacy
had remained vacant because the Sacred College of Cardinals
could not agree upon a selection.

Peter of Morrone had been born of obscure parenﬁage
at Isernia avout 1215. He had joined the Benedictine Order
and began living as an ascetic hermit of Mont Morrone. Soon
he gathered other ascetic monlis about him and later formed
then into_a congregation of the Benedictine Order which was
eventually divided into the Celestine religious order with
Peter of Morrone as its head. Later a vicar was appointed
to help him and in this manner he was ailowed 0 be rid of
the duties of administration of the order. His life was then
totally dedicated to complete development and devotibn to
certain ascetics, notable the Spiritual Franciscans. His
desire to escape administrative duties caused many problems
when he assumed the papacy in 1294.

In 1294 the College of Cardinals with the insistence
of Charles II of Naples convened in July to elect a new Pope.
Charles II needed a new man to replace Nicholas IV who had
died in 1291. The papacy had thus remained vacant for these

years until Charles called a conclave in 129L. Charles was
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interested in getting a pope who would help secure his posi-
tion in Sicily.'? Charles had lost Sicily after the naval
Battle of Naples in 1284, The battle had been won by Peter
III, King of Aragon (1236-1286), who had come forward as the
representative of the claims of the Hohenstaufen'(descendants
of Frederick II) in Naples and Sicily.]5 Peter of Aragon
dicd before settlement was made over Sicily. The settlement
of Sicily occured in 1288 and was mediated by King Edward of
ingland. Charles II was allowed to keep Naples and the ter-
ritory of Sicily eventually passed to Peter III's son, Janes,
and later to his third son, Frederick. Frederick seized the
country in 1296 in order to keep James from giving it to
Charles II of Naples.

Cnarles II's interest was in getting a new Pope who
would effectively help in the recapture of his lost territory
of Sicily. Thus. Peter of Morrone, the hermit monk, was elect-
ed Pope on July 5, 1294. vThe Cardinals who elected him had
hoped to keep the power of the papacy to themselves and use
hin as a figurenead. The real power behind Peter was that of

Charles II of Naples and he intended to use all his powers
14

in his struggle against Hohenstaufen control of Sicily.

]Z”illiam . Rockwell, "Celestine.V," Encvclopaedia

il nwe

Britannica (11th ed.), V, p. 600.

]BDavid Hannay, "Peter III,'" Encyclopaedia Britannica
(11th ed.), XXI, p. 292.

Vipockwell, p. 600.
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Daot+on T "
Peter of lorrone thus becane Pove #n 1294. He took

L)

the title of Pope Celestine V. He was at the age of seveaty-
nine when he assumed the Papacy, and he was a very ineffective
Pope. Celestine V had no desire for the office of Pope nor
did he have any of the administrative trainiag that would
be required for the office. He was probably selected for
these exact reasons plus the fact that he was seventy=-nine
years old. This might have helped the Cardinals to vote for
him, noping that his reign would be short and thus they
would be 1n a better position to elect the next most powerful
figure in the College of Cardinals=-Benedetto Guatani
(Gaetani), later to be Pope Boniface VIII.

Celestine V did not want the Papacy nor did he know
how to run it. He wanted to spend all his time in ascetic
devotion and religious service. He preferred to delegate

owers to three Cardinals but this was not approved. The

X
[ 8
)]

g

only other plan was to get Celestine V to give up the papacy.

This v Sas new ction f a P ad it w rtain

This would insure a new election of a Pope and 1t was certain

. 2 5 15

that Cardinal Benedetto Guatani would be elected. 2
Cardinal Guatani tried everything possiovle to get the

aged Pope Celestine to give ub the office. The Pope was kept

in the Vatican, watched at all times, and constantly harassed
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oy Cardinal Guatarni. Finally, Cardinal Guatani decided to
seek nelp from Charles II of tlaples, but first he had to
get the aged Pope to resign the papacy. Celestine had made

¥
4

-

the offer to resign if it would not hurt the papacy and
ne could be shpwn that it had been done before and was morally
right. Cardinal Guatani cited as a precedent Clement I (circa
50 A.D. to circa 100 A.D.) who was Pope circa 96 A.D. Clemeut
I was generally known as Clement of Rome and was one of the
"Apostolic Fathers.'" He was supposedly martyred in Crimea
circa 102 4.D.10

It is doubtful that Clement I resigned the papacy. How=-
ever the fourth century Greek writing "Acts of the Martyrs"
lists Clement I as being exiled dy Experor Trajan to the Crinmea

where he worked witnh the prisoners who were coandemned to the

(W)

mines.' Here it is believed that he was thrown iato the se
- ' : ; ; ] - . :

with an anchor weighted about his neck. 7 The "Clementine

Literature" is named after him vecause at oue time it was

18

thought that he was the sole author of these documents.

r .
104 evander J. Grieve, "Clement I," Incyclopaedia
Britannica (11th ed.), VI, pp. 482-483.

N 1-

]7Joseph S. Brusher, Popes Through the Ages (New York:
D. Van Nostraand Comvany, Inc., 1959) p. o.

]8The idea that the "Clementine Literature'" was writtea
roven to be untrue. Sone of these docu-
meats were included in the forged decretals (sameqas vseudo-
Isodoriaa Docuzents) first found in Spain ia the oth ceatury,
including the 38th ceatury forgery of tne uozstan:1ne Donation.
James 3. Bartlet, "Clementine Literature," Encvclopaedia
Sritaanica (11th ed.), VI, DPP. L90=49L.

by Clement I is now




, 12
when Celestine gave up the papacy, Cardinal Guatani
proceeded with his plan to get a new conclave of the
Cardinals convened.

- « o« having his wit and sagacity so wrought
that Pove Celestine had renounced the papacy,
. « « followed up in his enterprise . . . 4nd while
he was pursuing this guest, one evening by night
he went secretly with but few companions to King
gparles (9f Naples)z and said to him: "King,
tay Pope Celestine had the will and the means to
serve thee . . . but he had not the knowledge.
Kow, if thou wilt work with thy friends the
cardinals that I may be elected Pove, I shall
know, and I shall will, and I shall be .
able . . . 19 [Eig

On the 24th of December in 1294 Cardinal Benedetto
Guatani became Pope Boniface VIII. His first official act
was to have ex-Pope Celestine placed in detention. Celestine
escaped and was captured and escaped again. The last tinm
Celestine escaped "he wandered for weeks through Apulis,
reached the Adriatic, attempted a crossing to Dalmatia, was
shipwrecked, was cast ashore in Italy; and was orought again
pefore Bo“iface.”ao Later he was coademned t0 imprisonment

i An ”11.2]

in the castle of Ferentino near Anag: He was placed in

]9Charles T, Vlood (ed.), Prilip the Fair and Boniface
VIII: State vs. Pavacy (New York: Holt Rinehart and Winston,
1962), ». 9.

dODurant, p. 812.
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a monastic cell with running water and died in May of 1296
--probably from pneumonia. Celestine was made a Saint by
Ciem nt V in 1313,

There were political overtones to this act of canon-
ization. Clement V, a French Pope and a supporter of Philip
the Fair of France in his fight with Boniface VIII, probably
found it politically éxpedient 10 canonize a saintly if
incompetent Pope in order to dramatize the ambitions,
aggressiveness, and wickedness of Boniface VIII.

In the same canto that refers to the paracy and
rule of Celestine V, is the reference to the medieval system
of education.

VWie cane tvo tne foot of a noble casﬁle, seven

times circled by high walls, defended rouand about
by a fair streamlet. This we passed as if hard
ground; through seven gates.22 [sig]

The éastle itself represents the house of pailosophy,
seven walls represents the four moral and three intellectual
virtues, (knowledge, wisdom, temperance, and understanding,
prudence, justice, and fortitude).a3 The "fair streamlet"

as Dante calls it represents the

22Charles B. Forton, The Divine Comedy of Dante
Alisnieri (Chicago: Encyclopaedia Britahnica, lLnc., 1952)

P. O

5% .
“2Toid.
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pleasant siream of eloquence . . . and the seven zates
;re’proaaolv the seven liveral arts of the Trivium and
wuadrivium, in the medieval system of education:
Grammar, Logic, aand Rhetoric; Music, Arithmetic,
Geometry, and Astronomy.2k figd

The well-educated man of the medieval period was
well acquainted with the trivium and the quadrivium. If
10t educated at the university, then he was probably educated
by a privately »aid tutor.

Still further in the same canto while wandering through
the "Castle of Fame," Dante names the famous people he en-
counters. IMost of the representatives are of Roman and
Trojan descent, starting with Electra who was supposedly
the mother of Dardanus, the legendary ancestor of the King

of Troy, and Julius Caesar, the descendant of Aeneas. But

25

Dante notices that "sole apart retired the Soldan fierce."™

=

[sid] 'This is the Saladin of the third Crusade, the fierce
foe of the papal armies of Zurope and King Richard the Lion=-

Hearted.

The Crusades have oftean been called the two-aundred

years' war for man's soul and the profits of trade. One of
the causes of the Crusades was the advaace of the Seljux

Turks into the West. They took Jerusalem away from the

of Zzypt who had let the Christians worship there




1

N

ia peace. Also, there was the weakening of the power of the
Byzantine empire. The Byzaantine enpire had held back. the
armies of Asia for over seven centuries. However, with
ernal discord and the Schism of 1054, it became too weak
to withhold the forces of the Turks. The most important
ouffer state to Zurope prover was almost defeated. The
Byzantine arumy was almost totally dgfeated and destroyed

EN

in 1071 by the Seljuk Turks at the Battle of Manzikert.
From nere the Turks took Edessa, Antioch, Tarsus, and
Nicaea. Thils resulted in Emperor Alexius I (1081-1118)
sigaing a treaty because he had no army with whic
attack. Later, Emperor Alexius I asked Pope Urban II for
aid in ousting the Turks. The third cause of the Crusade
was the financial interest of the mercaatile city-states of
Italy such as Pisa, Genoa and Venice. /ith the fall of
Sicily ia 1060 to the Christian armies, and the reduced
Moslem rule in Spain in 1085, the whole of the Mediterranean
26

was open for trade.

Trade opened with Constantino: zle, Caffa on the

Crimean, the Russians of the Black Sea, and even the MNoslen




16

In 1071 the Fatimids of Egypt lost Jerusalenm to
the Seljuk Turks. Reports coming from Jerusalem seemed to
show that the Christians were not being treated well by the
Turks. The situation remained the same eQen after the
election of Pope Urban II to the papacy. Pope Urban II
faced numerous problems during his reign, one of which was
the trouble incurred because of thé reign of the anti-
Pope Guibert. The reports coming from Jerusalem disturbed
Pope Urban II and in 1095 he called the Council of Clermont.
At the council of Clermont, Pope Urban protested the control
of the "Christian city of Jerusalem" by the Seljuk Turks.
Pope Urban was the first Pope to call for forces to be
gathered in Europe to oust the Turks from the land of the
Christians in the East. Pope Urban also wanted to send
aid to Emperor Alexius so.that Greek territories heretofore
retained could be held and those lost could be recovered.
With the cry, "God wills it," Pope Urban II rallied the
Christians of Europe against the Turks and the Moslems

of the East in the defense of the Christian ideas. The

first Crusade was started within the year of 1095 and

lasted until 1099.27

275teven Runciman, A History of the Crusades
(New York: Harper and Row, Publishers, 1964), I, pp. 101-
112.
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The third Crusade pitted Saladin against the
Christian arumies of Eurove. Dante's reference to Saladin
places him "apart as the Suprene represeatative of Mahonetan
nooility and m gnificence."28 [Bicl Saladin was to hold
this place of high authority even after his death.

In the twelfth ceatury the Turkish. enpire was racked
oy disunity. Zengi, Atabeg of Mosul, had started his holy
war in 11537-1146, with his campaigns in Syria. His son;
Hur-ed=-din, (the contemporary spelling is "Nur ad Din")
worked in Damascus with the help of Saladin's father,

Ayyub, (meaning Job) and his uncle, Shirkun. Saladin's
father's assistance was so valuable in helping Nur-ed-din
capture Damascus that Ayyub was made governor. Having

his father as governor of Damascus allowed Saladin to obtain
verhaps the finest education possible in the Arab world at

29

that time.
Saladin was bora in 1138 at Tekrit. Saladin's nane

in Arabic means “"Honouriang the Faith." Saladin was also the
- 20 yas
name by which he was known to the Zuropeans.” When Saladin

. Knox, "Saladin," Encyclovasdia
.), XXIV, p. 55-

o}
Q. ]
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came Lo power in Egypt in 1168, he was given the title of

El Malik en Nasr, which meant the "Conquering King.'" . This
was the title under which the people of the Moslem world
knew Séladin.31

In the twelfth century after the death of Zengi,
Nur-ed-din began to establish order in the Near East. With
the help of Shirkuh, the Mountain Lion, and Ayyub, his
brother (Saladin's father), Nur-ed-din ruled from Edessa
in the North to the Arabian desert in the South. Nur-ed-din
kkept his capital at Damascus and sent Shirkuh and Ayyub, who
were younger, out to do his fighting against the Christians
and other Moslem chieftains. In the year of 1189, Nur-ed-din
made a truce with the Crusaders and the Near Last was
relatively quiet.

‘The territory of Egypt was ostensibly ruled by the
Fatimid, Caliph, and was actually ruled by his Vizier, or
minister, who was the real dictator with the Caliph as a
figurehead. The Vizier of Egypt was playing the Crusaders
against the armies of Nur-ed=-din and his CGeneral Shirkuh.

The Crusaders were paid by the Vizier to hold dback the army
of Shirkuhe. Then in the next instance, Shirkuh himself

was called by the Vizier to defend Egypt from the Crusaders.

1. The Crusades (New York: Doubleday
NCey 193—1_)) Pe. )O'
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Nur-ed-din. They felt that Egypt was too weak really to
defend herself. The armies of both Shirlkuh and Amalric

started a push for the capture of Cairo in 1168. Shirkuh

reached the city first and proclaimed that he had saved theee
city. When the time was right he had the Vizier killed. His

-

army then ruled all of Egypt. Before Shirkuh could establish

himself as the new Vizier, he died. The leaders of the arny

of Nur-ed=-din, along with the Xalif, felt that a new Vizier

should be elected. The man named to lead the army aand Egypt

32

was Shirkuh's nephew, Saladia.
Saladin became -the leader of Egypt at the time waen

in his army and the oncoming forces

he faced both a split

of Amalric of Jerusalen. Saladin was a rather quiet man, a

inclined to be more of a scholar than a warrior. He

nan

commanded his forces with cruel strength and refined leader=-
ship. He hazdied situations with whatever it took to deal

R . 5 4+ L9 a
with them--whether it was brute force or the finesse of a

3214id., pp. 26=27-




refined politician. He reo iy .
¢ I'e0rzanized tae goverameat of Bgyot,
Al arned o+t e ps .
repLaced oS ratimids' officials with his own trusted.men

i sl ek g .
aand, tarouga his OIllcers, ne knew what

doing. Despite such kaowleds ge he remain
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throng of people in his country. Saladin f
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way taat nls forces 2gypt and the forces of the Near East

would be united was through the Jihad--or Holy War. Saladin
felt that this would sufficiently unite the Moslems in order
that they might defeat the Christians of Jerusalem. Saladin
was determined to subdue the Moslem forces that opposed him

and, in this determination, he aroused the anger of the

[slamites, or the freethinkers, and the Assassins against

3

N

him. The Assassins evea made a vain attemdt upon his life.
Saladin was never able fully to realize his dreams

for a united Moslen world, nor was he ever fully able to

in the haads of the Arabs until 1917.ﬁi Saladin had done his
best to coatain the Crusaders in the Near Bast. He had fared
well against thne strongest of the buropean ;in”s--pouq Richard
55Ibid., po. 31=45.
Sh sames Vestfall Thompson, Az sacregdusi os to il Loy R
LUrose: JGé—IELD (xew York: W. . sorion aand voupaiy, 1903),




the Lion-Hearted of England, and Philiwv
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He had lost Acre, Tripoli, and Antioch; yet he had recaptured
Jerusalem Irom the hands of the Christian infidels. Saladin
3 3y ok 3 N S Ko} 1. 5 1 )

died in 1195 still uncertain that his holy war had been a
success.o?

In the same locality that Dante saw Saladin he also
saw many other notables who were connected with the classical
agze. Dante remarked when he raised his head from sightiag
Szladin he

. + o« sSpied the master of the sapient throng,

seated amid thne philosophic train. Him all adumire,
all pay him reverence due. There Socrates and Plato
potn I mark'd Hearest to him in rank, Democritus,
with Heraclitus, and Zmpedocles, and Anaxagoras,

aad Thales sage, Zeno, and Dioscorides well read

in nature's secret lore. Orpheus I marx'd aad
Linus, Tully aad moral Seneca, Euclid aad Ptoleny,
Hippocrates, Galenus, Avicen, and him who made that
commentary vast, Averroes.’o (sic]

Dante's statement "I raised my brow, I spied the

master of the sapient throng,“37 is a reference to the great
scientist and philosopher, Aristotle.
Aristotle became the most famous pupil of Plato.

, . ) : e sdie. e WHE
He was bora in 384 B.C. at -Staglra 1n Chalcidice. He wa




the son of a physician at

t the court of the King of Macedon.
smea Aristotle was seventeen he -
! Tveilieen ne was seant to Athens where he

studled under Plato in the Academy. In 347 Aristotle left

tae cliy Oi Athens and settled in Assus. In Assus Aris-
totle married the daughter of the King of Assus. Between

the years of 5L3 and 340 Aristotle was the tutor of

"l avaendg +he W A -

Alexander tne Great. Vhen Alexander the Great came %0
the throne of lMacedon, Aristotle left and returned to the

3

city of Athens where he opened a school called “he

Lyceum. iHere students from all over Greece and the Greek

5
225

world came to study uader him. Here, in 3 died. .

(=)
ic
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¥ost of the works of Aristotle are lost, though some thirty-

two have been attriovuted to him. The works that are attri-
outed to Aristotle are: six works of Logic, known as the
Organon; over twenty works that deal with the sciences of

astronony, physics, and even biology, and also tne works
titled "Metaphnysics'" and "Politics" are attributed to
him.38
Plato was also of the fourth ceatury and the teacher
of Aristotle. Plato was boran in 427 B.C. to & family that
was hish in the Athenian social order. He was supposed to
have been from a line of kings startiag witv! Codrus of Atnen
ESJcseTh Jard Swain, The Angig:t Torld (New Yori:
Harper azd Brothers, 1950), I, p. SVo.
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Socrates A 1 - ” " .
Socrates, wno was a profound influence on his life. After
+% A 4 en g £+ o
the trial of Socrates, Plate left Athens and studied with

Zuclide Later he tr in T ;
aveled in Egypt and to Syracuse. Plato

returned t i )
eturned to Athens in 387 where phe opened his famous Academy

and ne taught there until he died in 3L7 at the age of eighty.
The works that Plato lerft behind are well-known. In the year
of 367 Plato wrote "The Dialogues™ (twenty-five in number).
In 370 he wrote "The Republic," a work that describes Plato's
experiences in Sparta. He was apparently very much intrigued
with the way in which Sparta was run.39

Socrates was the teacher of Plato, and Plato was
present at the trial of Socrates. Socrates was born in L70
and died in 399 B.C. He was poor, with only enough wealth
to sufficiently allow him to serve in the heavy cavalry in
the Peloponnesian Viar (431-404 3.C.). Socrates could often

be seen on the market place in Athens arguing and askin

-3

b
09

questions instead of answering them. Those students who
came to him were taught to question the world around them.
He has often been accused of being a Sophist, yet he was

I
not. He felt that all things were not alike to all people.”

0 3 thousit nelieved 13
Aut_v Sophist school of Greek thougnt df:j"jfg in
suvordinatings principles to successe. C.¢f;€$.;Lc:QJCcr
A - Pl I N 2 Macmillian Company
=0 01 ns0R, MTE;e:%o**StOEX (New York: lac & pany,
] 75] ) ) p“:‘. 2&7—2\1/.
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i aramatist Aristophanes, believiang him to
12g nhim t©
Q 3
¢ & ~»0PiaisT r2ciculed W=
oc & % » £=CGlculea hinm in nhis olay "The Clouds." The

ration 24 Gl e b 17 ~ S ey
leration to argue in an irresponsidle and dishonest way

Socrates was coundemned to death in 399 3.C. for supposedly

The amai 4 . -~ 2 . ,
ine remalining nmen that Dante saw were important to

him because of their various contributions to history as he

*)

the time. Democritus (d. circa 361 B.C.) believed
+1Aa= ‘}1 7 ~1d s = A b + 1 LAt 2 o s O, e
that the wor vas formed by the fortuitous conming together
of atoms. Heraclitus (sixth century B.C.) originated the

~

flux. The nythological poets, Orpheus

|_l

theory of perpstua
and Liaus, were thought of very highly by Dante as were
cicero (é. L3 3.C.) and Seneca (d. 65 B.C.). Indeed, their

tings greatly influenced his work. Dante lists Hippo-

bt

TRl

crates (d. circa 377 B.C.) and Galex (d. 200 B.C.) bvecau

because their knowledzge, a

(d. 1037 A.D.), tae Aradbian paysicilan, was taught in th
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was reaewed un he 5 .
was r ied under the parties of deri, the Blacks led by

Corso Donatl, and the Bianehi, ths Whites 1sd by Verd de

N ~n =] - Ay Al o

vercid. A€ parvy of Corso Donati was of the old nooility
~nd I 1 J %o . )

and the party of de Cerchi was of the new nobility of bankers

ama Y clhar y - . =
and merchants. The party of Donati hoped for aid from the

jio)

ope (Doniface VIII). With the help of Pope Boniface VIII,
Donati hoped to capture the city of Florence and overthrow
the goverumeant in power which was the Whites of tihe Bisuchi.
The government in power was the one in which Dante himself
served as px‘ior.L+7

Taree agents of Donati were accused of treason by the
priors of Florence and condemned to death. The Pope retal-
lated by threatening to excommunicate the priors. The
mnessage irom the Pope to the priors did not seem to take and
they again banisned and exiled some of the nobles of the
Nerl party of Donati. Thése accused men were exiled oecause
of their assaults upon the members of the Guilds. The matter
was now out of the hands of Pope Boniface VIII and he called
for aid of Charles of Valois to enter Italy and capture
even help Charles II of Naples recapture Sicily

48

from the Hohenstaufen.

Florence and

L7 cerdinand Schevill, History of Floreanqgjcw York:
el ULl i Y — <% _.‘
Frederick Uncar Publishing Co., 1961), pp. 161-192
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Charles of Valois v o
lois was the son of Philip III, King of

(23]

rance. In 1290 he marrieq a da

ps

ughter of Charles IT, -King

Naples, and

(@]
[0

} L
ha thro . e
aad the throne of Aragon offered to hinm oy
Pope lMartin IV who had excommunicated its king. (Pedro
1711).47

7 4

Charles of Valois entered Floreace in 1301 and made

his intentions clear that he had come oaly at the request

of Pone Bonifape and that he was only to restore some fbrm
of order. Charles then had to coatend with Donati and his

party the Neri (the Black) "ho entered the city and ransacked
the houses of the Florentine priors. One of these houses was
Dante's hone.

Soon the whole city of Florence was in an uproar.
There were killings, riots, robbing aad the wealthy baunkers
lost whole fortunes to those people who would brazenly enter
their houses and demand thelr money or}their lives. Finally

lacks gained power and ousted the old priors and elected

Lo

the
new ones. The Whites were condenned and exiled. Over three
hundred were condemned to death but most of these were

allowed to escape.

to have coatrol of the situation. =&

' Q - = 12 1
A/ncharles,” BEncyclopaedia 3
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In Canto X there is ¢
X S the reference to Frederick-II,

Emperor Of the Holy Roman Emns Ki Sici
By 1Y Ronan whipire, King of Sicily and Jerusalei.

Dante asked a shade what lies within Hell angd

the shade re-
i 3 ML.io» ol o :
plied "lore than a thousand with me here are laid. Within
4 iy > icl: - o ) g
is Fredericlk, secoand of the name, and thne Lord Cardinal.n”!

The reference to the Lord Cardihal concerns Cardinal
Octavian Ubaldini. He was Cardinal of Floreace at thﬁ'fime
of the Guelfs' and Ghibellines' strugsle for power.

He used his powers wherever vossible to help the
Ghibellines in Florence or even in the court of the Pope

Rone.

He was from the Ubaldini family of Florence and he

(=
9]

was so used oy the Ghibellines that he said, "If there
2z soul, I have lost mine a thousand times for the Ghibel-

A

lines."”2

Frederick II of Germany was often referred to as '"tne

wonder of the world" (stupor mundi). This refereuce was

nade prodbably oecause of nis scholarship, his widespread

interest in science and medicine, his interest in oraithology,

503 ccolo Machiavelli, History of Florence (Washington:
M. Walter Duane, Publishers, 1910), pp. 65=72.
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his transceuadent itica -
ok & Sceadent political goals, his refusal to bow before

the vowers of the vpapacy . .
. Papacy, and his great services to education

he was founder of t T :
( l I the University of Naples). He was also

bitter and impl e .
a placable partisan in his strusgle for the

control of Italy. n i - .

onLrEs taly. Bora in 1194 at the town of Iesi (or

Jesi),53 a town in the march of A —_ry .
Ancona northeast of Rome,

.',“4 3 ~ n 1 + e _— . .

his parents were Constance, daughter of Roger II of Sicily,

. ™ T - .

and Emperor Henry VI, son of Frederick Barbarossa.

Since Irederick was the only child of Henry VI and
Constance, she took every precaution to make sure he would
not ve deprived of his rightful ascendance to the German
throne.

Constance was thirty when she married Henry,
forty-two when she gave virtn to her only child.
Fearing doubts .0of her pregnancy, she had a teat
erected in the market place at Jesi (near Ancona);
aad there, in the sight of all, she was delivered
of the boy who was to become the most fascinatiag
figure of the culminating Medieval century . . .5

Frederick was a wild boy. He was left to run loose
in the streets of Jesi without regard for his safety.

He was never systematically educated, yetl he was a poet,
spoke six languages, and was acquainted with mathematics.

When he was four years old (in 1198) ne was crowied King of

-Orton, The Shorter Cambridze

5.5"' ¥ Provi t
. e Previve = — P s ey
lecieval History (At the Cambridge University Fress,
E‘:lg,la'n.d, ]952), e 6]2'



N

5icily. At the tl hi )
e death of his mother, Constance, Pope Innocecant

TT was an: 3 - ;g N
III was appolated to be his guardian. At the age of twelve

. D ;
he told Pope Innocent III that he no longer needed a guardian,

jismissed the ik R -
dien ¢ deputly regeant and took over his own goverament.

O

our

iy

AT

e he came of age,

22

and at fifteen, married Coustance
of Aragon.
Wnen Pope Innocent III excommunicated Otto IV of
Germany, che German throne was open to Frederick. With the
help of Innocent III, the barons and bishops of the empire
elected Irederick Emperor. Innocent III extracted the
promise from Frederick that he would defend the vpapal
states. TFrederick was to give up Sicily and turn it over
to his son; he was to maintain all powers of the church in
his kingdom; aand he was to go crusading for the Holy Church.
After Philip Augustus defeated Otto's army at Bouvines,
Frederick was crowaed Emperor at Aachen inA1215.5°

After Frederick's coronation at Aachen in 1215, he

9]

did not follow his vow to instigate another crusade. Otto!

brother, Henry, raised an army against him aad he had to

defend his new kingdom. After the defeat of deary, ae
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granted almost avsolute powver to n
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Delays kept hinm . o ol
= N m from going on his intended crusade.

The barons in southeran Italy and the Saracens in Sicily
revolted and Frederick argued that he nust out these down
before any campaign could be waged in the form of a crusade.
Finally in 1227 Frederick began gathering a large
fleet of men and arms at Brindisi. By now Gregory IX was
the Pope and he would accept no excuses for not starting

the vowed crusacde. Frederick himself was sick with an

infection and the crusading army had come to a standstill.
Gregory IX, due to his lack of patience and understanding
of the problems then excommunicated Frederick.

‘The crusade did start, but not until 1228--almost
seven mdnths after its first preparation’started. While
Frederick was gone, Gregory IX started negotiations with
the German nobles to absolve them from their oaths of
crusade. He also tried to find ways to dispose of Frederick.
In the meantime Frederick made a peace with Al-Kamil, the
Saracen, and was granted Jerusalem waich he took without
losing a life. While at Jerusalem, he crowned himself King.

3 4 m v O -
One Bishop in the church declared that Jerusalen vias dese

| ( y [ F ! nd stopped all
crated by the mere presence Ol Frederick and PX

religious services uatil he left.
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After leaving Jerusalem, he proceeded back to Italy
where he again organized an army with the intention of
recapturing the Italian city-states and the countryside
that had beea captured by the papal army while he was on the
crusade. Finally Frederick and Pope Gregory IX agrecd to
preace and signed the Treaty of San Germano in 1230.57

Frederick was an able Emperor. He established the
University of Naples in 1224. He delved iato the arts of
alcheny and aétrology and other occult sciences. He had a
zoological garden for study and he passed laws that allowed
further advancements in the arts of medic&ne.

Frederick was not only a leader in the arts of
science, mathematics, medicine and philosophy, but
perhaps he saw in the medieval age a new period ahead that
would changs the world as ne knew it. He allowed the prac-
tice of.religious freedom to those of differeant faiths iu

1 s

his kiagdom. Jews, Greek Catholics and Mohammnedans vere

allowed to practice their own different religions as they
pleased without being narassed and molested by him. Yet
il

' £ I ffi in any public
these people could not teach or nold office ¥ I

fornm.

577%id., pp. 715=717-

L
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=Ve: taougn Frederick had given some T
religious freedous, people could not convert from Christiaa-
ty to Judaism or ISlgm without sevére pucishment. He did
not even go SO far as to allow freedom of speecn to the
professors of the University of Naples. This freedom was
reserved for oanly Frederick II, the Emperor of the Holy
Roman Empire.58

Frederick entered the struggle for the power in the
city of Florence in 1247. . He supported the Uberti faction
of the Ghibellines and seant them a selection of German
knights to help secure the government. The Ghibelline
novles ruled witn the help of Frederick's son whom ne seant
to keep order among the leaders in power. However, in 1250
at the death of Frederick II, the Guelfs revolted and again

captured the governmeat.

Frederick,l”the wonder of the world," died in 1250.

He had been Emperor for thirty-five years.

581pig., pp. 720-721,



CHAPTER III

INFERNO: CHAPTERS X-XVII

In Dante's journey through Hell he comes to the very

edge of the precipice that encloses the seventh circle.

Here he sees the tomb of Pope Anastasius, the suppbsed

heretic.b9 Dante states that on the edge of the striking
abyss,

K beh;nd the l;d Of a great monument we stood
retired, Wheron this scroll I mark'd: "I have in

charge Pope Anastasius, whom Photinus drew From the
right path."60 (sic)

It 1s very possible that Dante confused Pope Anasta-

61

sius with the Emperor of the same time. _Pope Anastasius
II was Pope from 496-498. He succeeded Pope Gelasius and it

was hoped that he could bring the '"Acacian Schisu'" to an end.

59Cary, ps 43
6OIbid., p. L4.

Z s
5T rhe Byzantine Emperor Anastasius I (491-518 A.D.)
5 - + > 9y i i

is the person Dante confused with Pope Aﬂas°a51h§ll¥';'He
was a Monophysite. His rule as kmperor was trguoB?a o%;.a
the "Henoticon" (a document issued 1n 452 by’tge J2antine
Zmperor Zeno in an attempt toO @eal the Oreain 3623i§24;f§a_
Monophysites and Chalcedonians). He ”af-a~§9§at:o§ e
tor, and ne reorganized the ilnterior gagigiqbgis;oéé with
t v . Y itism On the % { Lo Sl
tried to impose *‘Onophy81b+5m nd Phioxenus O I-‘Iadougn.
‘he nelp of Severus Of AntlSChwa% Ca*hoiig Encyclopedia
Ty : . 2 Sy e ! L !
H. Chirat, "Acacian Schism, New — 1965), pp. 61-62;
(Mew York: McGraw=Hill Book COmMPaNY, '7o7os @&% o 128 109,
and, Ibid., J. Chaplin, "Anastasius i, e 2




with his election the news was sent to all parts of the
: L3 cne

Mol ' ) Er .
empire and to the Emperor Anastasius I, Pope Anastasius

1 b ’1
was prepared to make SOme concession in the Acacian con-
troversy by proposing to Tecognize the bantisms and

ordinations of the Acacians. The Roman'clergy was greatly

upset with Pope Anastasius for his friendly reception of
Photinus. Photinus had been sent to Rome by the archbishop
of Thessalonica who was an ardent supportér of the
Acacians.62 ‘

The problem of the "Acacian Schism" (484=519) was
an outgrowth of Monophysitism. Monophysitism, or "Eutych=-
ianism," "taught that Christ had but one personality and a

n63

single nature. Monophysitism was an outgrowth of an
earlier form of heresy known as Apollinarism. Apollinarism
was extremely successful with monks because it enlarged the
divinity of Christ and deemphasized the humanity. This
belief was in opposition to the views of the Nestorians and
their belief in dualism.®

The ideas of Monophysitism had come from Eutyches

(c. 378-454), who had been in a monastery since the age of

: . K - 0
ten in Constantinople. He wanted to oust Nestorians fro

621p4i4., pp. L78-479.

> I 1 ¥ c ic History
6’Hewman C. Ebernardt, A S?mm?r %i 2;2?011 I
(St. Louis: B. Herder Book ULO., 961), P.

6l Tpid. i
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Constantinople, Syria, ang Egypt
1 \’: i+ %
The Monophysite doctrine Spread, but in 448 at.the

Synod of Constantinople, Eutyches was excommunicated and

expelled from the priesthooq. He appealed to the Pope and

the Emperor but was unsuccessfyl. In 449 a council was

held at Epnesus where all who Opposed Eutyches were kept
from speaking. Following the vote of reprieve by Dioscorus
of Alexander with imperial troops to aid him, the rest of
the council repudiated and rescinded the ruling of the
Synod of Constantinople-of 448. When Emperor Theodosius
heard of the resolves of Ephesus he agreed, not knowing
how the vote was obtained.65

The "Acacian Schism," was an outgrowth of the
Monophysites, Chalcedonians and the opposing papal views.
When ACacius, Patriarch of Constantinople, came to power
in 472 he opposed the then Emperor, Basiliscus. iWhen the
Empéror Zeno was restored to power in 476 he disposed of
Peter the Fuller of Antioch and other Monophysite bishops.
He also, with the insistehce of the Emperor, consecrated
the Chalcedonian, Caladion, as a Bishop of Antioch. This
action drew heavy complaint from Pope Simplicus (468-483)

because of uawarranted interference outside his jurisdiction.

Acacius refused to adhere to the wishes of the Pope, so in

*51vid., pp. 253-258-
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Pope relix II 8 N .
484 Pope I k LII eXcommunicated hinm in a Roman Synod. In

the year 485 the excommunien+< .
unication of Acacius was upheld and

the members who had H & .
v Peen taken from their patriarcihs werz

B
restored.°6

In 491 Emperor Anastasius I ascended the Byzantine
throne. Before he was alloweq to accept the crowa he had to
sign a declaration of faith in the Council of Chalcedon.
During the same time, Patriarch Euphemius tried to make a
reconciliation with Pope Gelasius (492-496). \When Pope
Anastasius II ascended the papal throne i? 492, he still
maintained that Acacius and his followers.were schismatic.
Pope Anastasius later pardoned some of the followers of
Acacius due to their change in views. Acacius, however,
remained forever excommunicated from the church.67

Pope Anastasius had hoped to bring reconciliation
between Rome and Constantinople. In his negotiations he was
believed to have joined the followers of Acacius because of
his pardoaing of Archbishop Andrew of Thessalonica and his

reception of Photinus in Rome. The people of Rome and some Of

. T N 1
the clergy did not seem toO realize that Archbishop Andrew had

. . 1
given up the beliefs of Acacius and had been accepted back
: 6
into the church.

Vi
SSciirat, pp. 61-62.
.

O7I\Oido po 62'

b

7

OaBrusher, p. 100.
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S0 Pope Anastiasi I -

P *&81us II, a mild-mannered aad kind
nan, was condemned I 1
mnan, ' ned to Hell by Dante. The Pope's followers

in Rome also condemned hi, 11
nilm on a Mlsunderstanding and a few

indiscreet remarks by Photi, " )
Y Otinus, who was Archbishop Andrew's

- tat g + .
representative to the Pope in Rome. Pope Anastasius died

in 498, still unable to bring his most wanted unity and

peace back to his beloved church.69

In Dante's lifetime there was a great contempt for
the practice of usury. 1In his journey through Hell he
mentioned the practice twice. By placing it in Hell,
Dante effectively showed his contempt for the practice.
He mentiouned the two cities of "Sodom and Canorsn O as
being marked with a seal. Cahors was a town in Guyenne
(Gienne), a province of France. The town was noted for
its usury and from here the usurer took his vice and
services to other parts of Europe. The Germans referred
to the usurers of Europe as "Kawerschen,'" meaning men from
Cahors. /! Laﬁer, in the same Canto (Cénto XI) Dante again
referred to the usurer by remarking 'in another path the

usurer walks.”72

691vid.

"Ocary, p. 45
The Cambridge Mgdieval History
]929), V-L, p' 486'

715. R. Tanner (gd.),
(lew York: The Macmillian Company,

72Cary, p. 47.
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The practi 3
practice of usury had long been condemned by St.

Ayl ] .
Ambrose, Aristotle, and even the 0ld Testament had regula-

tions to prevent it among the Israclites. But in the Middle
Ages usury was simply defined as the charging of interest,

not of excessive interest. One of the main occupations of

the church in the medieval period was to prevent usury in
any and all forms. The Council of Nicaea in 325 had passed
rules that prohibited the clergy from any form of usur&;
The church looked upon usury as a moral problem and a

sin which fell under the ban of the church as any other
sin. The church took such punitive measures as excommini-
cation, banning the person from entering a church, and dis-
approval of burial on ground consecrated by the church. The
severity of the church drove the practice underground for a
while. When usury emerged again, the church could not
control the Jews with the severe canon law of the Catholic
Church, so the Jews continued to practice usury. The whole
period of the middle ages raged with the theological argu-

mentation of usury. Future Popes, including Alexander III,

Innocent III, and Gregory IX, all forbade different forms

of usury. However, the Franciscans started a mutual credit

4
institution which received from the borrower 10 per cent on

the grounds that this percentage was needed as eXpenses.

. i : fied the practice. This
Later two ecumenical councils ratif b
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ratification opened the doors to liberalism and the practice

was used elsewhere.73

Usury was practiced in some parts of Europe prior

to the twelfth century. But, beginning in the twelfth

century, the economic influence of Italian banking and
financial circles was gradually extended over the Alps.
The availability of ready capital progressed throughout
Burope in the form of loans or speculation. In 1250 Floren-
tine gold found its way as far as England because of its
availability and its quality. Also this form of good
quality coin brought an opening up of negotiable currency.
While other areas practiced the policy of life insurance,
it did not come to Italy until the fourteenth century.
The church attacked this form of money usage as usury.

Pope Innocent III and other Popes had tried since
the beginning of the thirteenth century tp outlaw usury, but
they were unsuccessful. The usurers left Italy and went to
France and Germany. The denunciations of the practice go
as far back as the eighth century when it was denounced

i . —_ : . :
by the English and Carolingian churches. However, by the

thirteenth century, usury had swept the whole of Europe.

- v ™ .,1'- 5 s
79M M. DPostan (ed.), The Cambrldge Economic History
L]

o LL., . 3 7 ] 55 III po
9of Europe (Cambridge: University Press, 903), )

OL4=570.



Hardly a country, or recognized or
not used it for profit, op 1ost at it.’4

The men of Asti'75
in considerable numbe
mlgritlons Seemed to have bec
to their own chronj i

wn icler it was "j
. - 3 in the ye i
lord lgao: [sic] that they "began to 24 and prac
usury 1in France bey n i
. ¢ e ond the mountains." i
; Y 3 1 ncal 1S. S1C

sqmeulﬁes gaey handled the hirh as well ;s thg:l;L
finance.n?/ °

- .
+i€ practice of usury was degrading mainly because

of the people who usually had need of the service. These

people were the poor of the social system and the interest

ganization, or king had

were among the first to migrate
R x

r's beyond the Alps, and with them

ome a habit. Accordiag

lend aand practise

L2

charged was outrageous. It is very doubtful if the borrower

even knew nhow much he was to pay back, or even understood

the interest computations. The high interest rate was
common throughout Europe.

Various types of Italian financiers are to be
found in the North. They are humble usurers, wno
wander over France and Germany, doing a little
buying and selling, but occupied mainly, like some
lending to small folk who pawn their household
goods to get advances at %%e well=known usurer's

rate, 43% per cent . . .

74Tanner, VI, pp. 485-495.

75A small town located closeqto ?urin and thg
Pennine Alps in Italy. In 1291=1513 this area was the
Duch; of Sivoy. This area.is 1in presengsday Northern
Italy. Inset refereace Ihp. 90; Db p. 9. L
Wiiliam R. Sgeperd, Historical Atlas gnlnth edition;
New York: Barnes and Noble, Ince., 1964), pp. 90, 95.

b
7°Tanner, VI, p. 486.

?71pid.
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'ne prac £ '
I tice of usury was never fully controlled.

Later it devel N .
HRLE ©ved to form banking houses and by this tine

popes, kings and still the everyday men were totally

. 1 s 45 . .
involved 1in this form of oorrowing. It is interesting to
o

note that even the religious orders of the Templars and the
Teutonic Knights practiced a related form of usury. Tech-
nically, they were not practicing usury, but did carry on
a similar business in the form of monastic contracts.’S It
is easy U0 see why such a condemned practice survived. The
need for capital in most cases finds the available capital
that will be 1lent for profit--so the business has flour-
ished in one form or another until the present day.

In Canto Twelve Dante makes a reference to Alexander.
It is not known whether he is referring to Alexander the

L1

Great or Alexander of Pherae. Dante probably placed both

Alexanders in Hell because they were not Christians. Dante
states, '""Here they wail aloud Their merciless wrong. Here
Alexander dwells, And Dionysius fell, who for maay a year
of woe wrought for fair Sicily."’? [ic]

Alexander of Pherae (died c. 359 B.C.) ruled Pherae

: ] 5 2 C i 1 is rule, ne was sO
in Thessaly from 369-358 B.C. During his J

despotic that Alexander II of Macedon tried to intervgne.

781pig., p. 491

79Cary, p. ol.
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When Alexander II left Thessaly, after his attempt at inter-

vention, Alexander of Pherae ruled just as cruelly and

despotically as ever. The beople of Thessaly then asked

help from Thebes, but the envoy from Thebes to Pherae was

captured and thrown' into prison in'368. Later in 368, the
Theban General Epaminondas rescued the Theban envoy by’
force. In 364 Alexander lost the battle of Cynoscephalae
to the Thebans and was forced to recognize the freedom of
the Thessalian city. In 359 he was killed by his brother
at the insistence of his wife.80

Alexander the Great (356-323 B.C.) was the son of
Philip of Macedon. He was taught by the famous Aristotle.
During the time of Alexander, Philip, his father, was bringing
Macedon up into a military state to gain leadership of the
Greek city-states in the South. Philip's hope had been to
firmly unite the Greek states into a well-run machine for

wvar against Persia.

At the age of sixteen, young Alexander commanded the

Macedon army, aand in his father's absence, he put down a

revolt that could have crumbled the state. In 336 Alexander's

father was assassinated while celebrating the marriage of

his daughter to Alexander I of Epirus. The throne was open

for young Alexander III. His command of the army enabled

nplexander IIIL," Encyclopaedia
Encyclopedia Britannica

80Edwin Robert Beval, i
Britannica (11th ed.; New York:
Company, 1910), I, P. 552-
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him to override the otherpr claimants to the throne. He had
the new son of Philip by Cleopatra put to death as well as

nis cousin, Amyntas. A this 1} i
fter this he united the country and

postponed the plans for his father's attack upon Persia.

Before Alexander III could hope to control.lower

Greece, he first had to put down rebellions from barbarian

trioes close to his own border. This done, he moved into
Greece proper and took Thebes. After this he strengthened
nis alliance with Thebes, Athens, and Sparta. In the spriag
of 334 he crossed into Asia with an army of 35,000 men.gl
At the spring crossing of the Dardanelles, Alexander
was commander and chief of the Macedonians and the League
of Corinths He commandedIBO,OOO foot soldiers and upwards
of 5,000 horses.82
The amount of troops that Alexander the Great took
with him was large for Greece. His army might meet a larger
force in the field, but that force would hardly be as well-

prepared and trained as his. He gathered his troops from

. - s ! )
wherever he could in Greece and 1n aay territory that he

controlled. His horsemen were made up primarily of

Macedoniaans,

8]Ibid Robert B. Edwyn, nplexander III,"™ I, pp. S45-
ey +

oL7.

82 ), The Cambridge Ancient History
J. B. Bury (ed.), ‘ s
(New York: The Macmillian Company, 1527)5 VI, b- 5>



L6
Of Alexander! :
viz. The Phalanir S gﬂfanﬁry,.la,ooo were Macedonians,
s hypasoits' , 000, 1n Six territorial battalions
12,000 were Greek. 5,000, in three battalions; and ’
123000 were Greck, composed of allies (League hoplites)
¢s (partly peltasts). . The remaining infan-

try were light apr 3
S med: Zri 197 :
1 5 X éﬁ anlan Jav -7 1
arcners, and I‘lraClanS . 5 E sic 7 elin-men , Cretan

In 334 Alexander defeated the Persians at the Battle
of Granicus and then proceeded to Ephesus. He moved further
in 354 to Gordium, the location of the famous "Gordian Knot."
In 333 he met and defeated Darius, the king of the Persians,.
at the Battle of Issus'eveﬁ though Darius had the larger
army. In 331 Alexander pressed his army further into Persia
and in the same year he fought the Battle of Arbela. His
conquest led him as far as Beas in India. Here the army
refused to go further and Alexander turned home. During
the returning trip he d:'Led.SL+

Dante's reference to Alexander of Pherae or Alexander
the Great also included the mention of Dionysius of Syracuse.
"And Dionysiuslfell, who many a year of woe wrougnt for fair

Sicily.n82

Dionysius I of Syracuse (c. 432-367-B.C.) was also

o : 1-
known as "The Zlder." He supposedly obegan life as a clerk

in a public office in the government of Syracuse. Gyl Ghe
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years he improved his positiop and made himself rnler of

'racuse. Un
Syra Under his rule Syracuse was turned into a.

military state and under his power he ruled almost all of

Sicily. HIs rule of Syracuse extended from Sicily into

southern Italy, all of which he ruled with an iron hand.

He carried on a war with Carthage in the hope of capturing

all of Sicily and ending the Carthaginian influence on the
island. The territory he captured was kevt by right of a

treaty he signed with Carthage.86 This treaty allowed
that,

. « o Carthage was to keep Acragas, Selinus and Thermae
and tlie Elyman and Sican towns were to remain her
subjects. Gela and Camarina were to tributary and
unwalled cities. The Sicels were to be free, and
Messana and Leontini were to be recognized as inde-
pendent commonwealths. The Carthaginians were to
guarantee the rule of Dionysius over gvracuse and

the integrity of Syracusan territory. 7

Out of this treaty, Dionysius had gained recognition
from Carthage as the ruler and leader of Syracuse. Having

thus achieved recognition by Carthage, he was even more

firmly established in Syracuse. He enlarged his powers Dby

extending the army and enlarging the naval fleet. He

] ] i i i e and ruled the
strengthened the fortifications of Syracus

He adopted the title "Ruler of Sicily,"

city stringently. .
‘In 398-392 B.C.

. o el .
though ne was not all of Sicily's ruler

8OBury, VI, pp. 108-133‘

0
S7Ibide, De 113
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war broke out betweenp '
vWeen Syracuse ang Carthage again. During
o

this period he carried on a hit-and-run war with the

Cartnaglilan navy, and defended the towns of Syracusan
(93

possession as well as he could in Sicily. During the
campaign Dionysius besieged a city named Motya. When he

had captured it, he massacregd all the inhabitants. The wars
with Carthage were on and off again. In 369 Dionysius had

to send troops to Sparta to uphold an agreement with that
city-state in defease agaianst the Thebans.88

Dionysius died in 367 B.C. During his rule the state
of Syracuse far exceeded her natural boundaries of a Greek
city-state. The policies of Dionysius helped encourage
the growth of Syracuse in trade, prestige, and military
influence. Dionysius I, King of Syracuse, was succeeded to

the throne by his son of the same name who became Dionysius

IT, The Younger.
In Canto XII Dante makes a reference to Ezzelino

(Azzolino or Ezzelin) III da Romano. '"Aad that forehead

: 89 m 4
N . - B W : s 13 " b I n
wh] Ch has Such black halr S AZZO 110 e lhe same sentcence

continued refers to Obizzo of Este, '"that with flaxen locks

te, in the world destroyed oy his foul stepson.'
b

g0

Obizzo of Es

8
8

o

Tbid., pp. 112=134.

O

orton, p. 17

9ocary, p‘ 5].
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Bzzelino ITI P
1 da Romano was the most horrible dictator

f all norther: a3 T
of all reasrn Italy. He has often been referred to.as

he NCAT 1 o .
the TSon of the Devil." . During Frederick II's 1ifetime he

 vned hir : o
aligned nimself with Frederick in the wars against the Popes.

He ruled the cities of Verona, Padua and Vicenza. He ruled
from the great Trevisan march in northern Ttaly.?]

Ezzelino was a member of the Ghibelline party. He
was always at war with the Guelfr party and the Pope because
the Pope oOpenly supported the Guelf party. He used every
opportunity he had to obstruct the power and fuaction of the
church within his own provinces.

In 1255 Alexander IV decided to act against Ezzelino
III. He appointed Philip da Pistoia,'a papal legate, to
lead an army against Ezzelino III who also acted as leader
of the imperialists in Lombardy. Philip gained the aid of
Venice and they gave the army soldiers and ships. 1In 1256
Philip captured Padua while Ezzelino was busy raidiang Mantua.
Upon EZzzelino's return, he found he could not capture.—

Brescia in 1258 witn the help of a fellow noble, Pelavicini.

; ] 3] v hi Pelavicini.
After the conguest, he supposedly cheated his iy

Pelavicini then turned and formed a league to oppose him in

1258.92

?'Bury, VI, pp. 166-167

92Ibid., p. 180.



Ia 1259 Ezzelj i
= Ln I 3 b
O lavaded the Milanese and here,

"y

- - . he was outgener
T all
and then taken p?isomer :g»COUtnumbered, and defeated,

the river Adda, to die by teaSSano by the passage of

his wounds o: - : aring the bandazes fron
n on October 1, 1259,95 3

The actioans and despotic behavior of Ezzelino III

da Romano were perhaps the worst of the Italian dictatorial

rulers of the 13th ceantury. FHis behavior was used as a form

of prototype to the 14th century rulers of Italy. His
cruelty extended to friends and foe alike and he knew no
bounds to his tyrannical behavior except nis own imagination.
In the same reference to Ezzelino III, Dante also
mentions Obizzo of Este. Little is found of Obizzo of Este
except that he was the fourth Marquis of Ferrara and was
the graandson of Azzo III Novello. t was Azzo III who was
one of the leaders in the campaigns against the dictator,

Ezzelino. Azzo III was murdered in 1293 by his grandson,

94

Azzo VIII, who was his successor.
Dante again mentions a tragic bit of history in

WHe cleft, in the bosom of God, the heart that
n95

Canto XII.

still is nonored on Thames.

931pi4.
Shcary, p. S1.
95

Norton, p. 17
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he death of Henry III's

This reference ig rélated to ¢
nephew, SOn of the Earl of Coppy

wall, (1209-1272),

all, Richard, Earl of Corn-
was the brother of Henry III of England.
He was the godfather to Edward T as was Simon de Moantfort.

n 1240 he was p + S
In 124 ¥as_ present at Acre where he Joined Simon de

MOT i t n iy -
Montfort, and ia the same year Richard fortified the city

o n an o~ 3 e L9 o
of Acalon and megotiated a treaty with opposing forces. In

May he left Acre and proceeded to Sicily where he met
Frederick II and accepted letters fron Frederick for delivery

to the Pope. By 1242 Richard had returned to London.

-

In 1257 Richard was elected King of the Romans by a
small majority of German electors. He was elected because
of his wealth and connection with the 3ohenstaufen party
and his friendliness to the Papacy. Between 1257-1268,
Richard made four trips to Germany, where he gained recog-
nition in fhe Rhineland as King of the Romans. But he was
never -crowned Emperor at Rome because of the opposition of

Urbaa VI, who had as his candidate Alfonso X of Castile.

Evea though Richard was never crowned, his pecognition as

Xing of tne Romans, a preliminary stage to becoming Emperor,

Q

was firm; and considerable prestige attached to the condition.
: 5 1 itable, his
title King of Romans was not inheritable,

~

Zven though the 96
aherited all his other titles.

son, later killed, would nave +

|

Cornwall,"

P PR T1’"‘]:']. Of N .t e
900homas F. Tout, wRichard, £& Oxford University

Dictionarvy of National Biovr?og‘_g%g??on‘
Press, 1957-1938), &V1, PP

Ot
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i fors O - g .
Richarq's Son by Guy ‘de Montfort was

in retalilation for the deat)
e o
atn of Simon de Moatfort. Simon
de Mountfort, Earl of Leji
cester aad Guy's father, was killed

+ +he Batt v adnans %
at the Battle of Zveshan Oy the hands of Prince Edward, his
nephew and son of Henry III.

Guy de HMontfort (1243-1288)%7 came from a long line
of Montforts origianally from France. Guy's father, Simon
de Montfort (c. 1208-1265), had come from France and was
the fourth son of Simon de Montfort IV. Simon's father had
been the leader of the Albigensian crusade. Simon de Mont-
fort, tne Elder, went to England in 1207 and proclaimed
himself heir to the Beaumont estate to which he was entitled

r his mother. King John graanted him the earldom of
Leicester in 1207, but he lost it all through the French war

98

of Pnll;p Augustus and King John.

In 1230 Simon de Montfort's fourth soan, Simon, went
to England and became a close friend of Henry III. Simon
was an unusual person and fitted into the English societly

though he had been born there.

id

third son of Simon de

97 3 1 Fal "v +he
-r de ort was i€
GJ de HMonti vis wife Eleanor. Sir

Montfort, Barl of e1ces»er, and - | .
se0orge ,’;-’1 tq and Sir Sidney Lee, The Dictior 1&’19 351.933%01“
Bionraniy (Loadon: Oxford University Press, 193 )
A.L.L_L, p. 7)0.

Henry W. C Davis, "»qontforté Simon D.,"
Bncvclopaedia Britannica,, XVILL, p.
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In 1230 Hear: i
J recognized Simoa's claip to the Earldom
of Lelcester and granted hip gz yearly pensi H
| T pension. =

place in the court of

toak his
Hen S
denry IIT and became a great favorite

with the King. Howewve: SR .
wilh Mo wever, Simon de Montfort was an
L ~

- ® Loadvoc§:e O reform, and one of the first states-

men tO see That a middle element. 1 low 1 1

but above the beasants, was Be;i%qiipogothe e

e oA gl g ot s slnning energe in

English society. 1In a rreat ne o 5

: ; at need of support
courted this middle element.99 + BUpROFT, le
Simon de lMontfort married Henry III's daughter and

this gave him a close tie to the court. Henry placed hin
in a high administrative position but was unsatisfied and

later removed him and placed him on trial. This was the

1

beginning of Separation between the two men. The forces
in BEangland that were on the side of Simon gathered with
him and on May 14, 1264, Simon's forces defeated the army
of King Henry III at the Battle of Lewes. The governnent
fell into the hands of Simon de Montfort as well as the

King of England who was taken prisoner along with other

najor lords on the royalist side. In 1265 Simon de Montfort

il L A ~00ad duv
was killed at the Battle of Evesham by 218 godson, Edward,

- . gz bz y 3 horrible mutilation
son of Henry III. This battle held a norrl r

for Simon de lontfort.
ironies. KXing Henry
slain if he had not

man who had been
the invitation

The disaster held its tragic

was vwounded and would have oeg%e
N Py ) Ne==TI
oeer 1 bv Roger Legoburt i

en saved by 2 tocivil war and in

foremost in the recen

‘ 74 ¢ ~ Thnland (Hew
> . 1= P A History O Enslana ( t
99pavid Harris Willson, & HLSEOLL 2o miiii® s,

York: Holt, Rinenart and Winstom



to ZBarl Simon to s 7t
(Simon de HOnthriibfff t? England. The Earl's bod:
Giffard, at Lewes %uo dismenbered by William J ? ¥
Roger Mortimer's ;{ibehetnead was Sent‘“ aé a gii?t ‘goln

2. X ) VLie at Wigmos o
buried by the monks g Evesﬁa;r?éO The trunk was

Later, in
’ 1267, Pope Clement requested that appointed

ople in Englar i ; .
peor i gland iaquire into the death of Simon de Moatfort
- A L e 1
to see i1f he received a Christian burial, 101

Simon de Montfort!
ri's defeat at Eveshanm wvas a great

defeat for his son, Guy de Montfort, also. Guy de Montfort
vas wounded at Evesham and was taken prisoner. In 1266 he
escaped and made his way to France. Wnhile in France, he

ried to deyelop a plan for revenge against Henry III and
Edward. During this time he served in Italy, he became
governor of Tuscany with the help of Charles of Anjou. Some=

time between 1270 and 1271 Guy returned to England to take

revenge on Henry III or his family.]o2

On March 13th, 1271, he and his brother, Simon the
Youanger, murdered their cousin, Henry of Cornwall (the
Son of Richard, Earl of Cornwall) in a church at Viteroo,

rd Edward

]OOF. 1. Powicke, King Henry III an 0
I, p. 502.

(Oxford: Oxford at the Clarendon Press, 1

\op—l
-

Pope Clement IV sent a mandate
to the Legate Ottobuono tO nake inquiry and‘rfporf aoogbLin
assertion made by the Tarl's son, Amaur: that althougih the

Earl obtained absolution pefore battle, his body did not

have ecclesiastical burial." Ikid., P 502.

10Ny 27 april, 1267,

1024, itn and Lee, p. 750-
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"ALQ LNe nost pror
wh 1inent
‘hich he called ve 2nd brutal part in the

105 ilgeance for his father's

The action
t 5 of Simon de Mont fort did not call for

the complete mutilation of his hody, nop dig it call fo
r

the revenge enacted by his son, Guy. This, however, was

vhe maaner in which the political losers were handled. The
-dismemperment of Simon's vody, unusual even for that time
showed not ounly the depths of hatred divid*ng the conterding
parties, but also helped to account for the murder of Zarl
Richard's son. Cary, in his translation of D nte, states
that after the murder of the Earl of Cornwall's son, "The
the murdered prince was brought back to London in

n 10k The

a gold casket. murder Oof the son of Earl Richard

"in the bosom of God," as Dante says, refers to the horrible
desecration. of the church at Vitebo by the violence. In
medieval times, the actual churcn was a place of peace, un=

defiled by angry political feuds and war; and people often

. , s 105 I
took refuge there from lawful authorities. As a result

5 ik ; ; je lMontfort xcommun=
of this murder ir the church Guy de Montfort was excommun

icated and imprisoned by the Pope until 1274, when he was

. . -
released due to a payment to the Pope by a follower OI Guy

Z
]O’Ibid.
lol'{'cary’ o 52' d .
incy he
I1 the British incurrec :
dzgulOﬂ of Trieste by éllllné a
ch nhe had fled for reiuge.

OS“vep after World
wratn of the church and POP
nan inside the church tO whi
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de Montfort. Guy de Montfort later died in a Sicili

Y clllan
prison ia 1288 after he hag deen captured by Roger de
Loria as he attempted to

B retake g French fort at Catania
6 :

in 1287.

Dante, in his Passage through dell, sees all the

men of the world who should be there in his estimation

1 1 1 . .
"There Heaven's stern justice lays chastising hand on

Attila, who was the scourge of earth on Sextus and on

07

Pyrrhus.
Attila (d. c. 453 A.D.) became King of the Huns
in 433.

He was the son of Mundicich and his brothers
were Octar and Ruas who are said to have ruled
before Attila, though not over quite so many
trives. After their deaths, he succeeded to the
throne of the Huns, together with his brother,
Bleda, . . . he sought to increase his strength
oy murder. Thus he proceeded from the destruction
of his own kinder to the menace of all others. .
. . Now when his brother Bleda, who ruled a
great part of the Huns, had been slain by his
treachery, Attiéa united all the people under
his own rule.!©

After Attila's rise to power'in 445, he spent a

period of almost eight years welding his tribdes together

. . T4 ++acl n the Roman
into a fierce fighting force. His attacks upon ¢t

]O6Smith and Lee, p. 750.

]O7Cary, p. 52. .
i T thic History
]OBCharles Christopher Mlerox:bigﬁ %%%%%£1§E5§T‘L
of Jordanes (Wew York: Barneés and Noble,
Pp. 101=-102.
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mpire were so fj
emx X ilerce that the Ronan Znmperor collected
« 3 . e a
tax which was given to the Huns to dribe them and keep

them out of Rome. The Romans, vetween 443 ang 450, paid
the Huns 22,000 pounds of gold.'09
Between 443 and LL7, the Roman government enjoyed

n uastable peace wit ; .
a P 1th the Huns. However, in 450 with

the death of Theodosius II, Attila joined forces with the
Franks and the Vandals and led his men to the Rhine. He
crossed in 451 A.D. and sacked most of Belgic Gaul. Attila
pushed on and besieged the city of Orleans on the Loire
River (France). In 451 he met the Roman-Gothic army in

the Catalaunian plains under their prospective leaders
Aetius and Theodoric. It is said that between 175,000

to 300,000 men were slain. King Theodoric was killed

and Attila had lost so0 many men that he withdrew from the
field. - After the battle, Attila ravaged the countryside
and burned the chief city of Venetia. He also attacked
towns at the head of the Adriatic. The city of Venice was
. reported to have been started by refugees from him who

: , vater % t, building
took refuge in the shallow waters off the coast, du )

on piles. Attila finally died in 453 1n his Pannonian

The Age of Attila (Ann Arbor: The

]O9C. D. Gordon, ]935)——57‘37.
)

University of Michigan Press,
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The acknowledgment Of Sextus that occurred in %he

me reference i
- to Attilg concerns Sextus Pompeius Magnus

(c. 66=35 B.C.).

Sextus Pompeius was the younger son of

Pompey the Great. Sextus.was a member of a plebeian

family known as Pompeius. His father was Pompey the

Great who was considered to be the most able adminis-
trator and general in the Roman republic until his defeat
by Julius Caesar in 48 B.C. at the Battle of Pharsalus.
Pompey campaigned with Sulla in the social war, fighting in
Spain and Italy. 1In 71 B.C. he defeated the remaining
forces of the rebellious slave Spartacus. Later Pompey,
Caesar and Crassus formed the first triumvirate. Ponpey
and Caesar began to quarrel over control of the Roman state.
The Senate favored Pompey ét the death of Crassus, Pompey
began to lose the support of the city of Rome--especially
that of the commoners, who favored Caesar. Both Caesar

" and Pompey'é powers were revoked by the Senate in 50 B.C.

and they were told to disband their armies. Pompey refused

and Caesar fearing Pompey's power invaded Italy. The

Senate then sided with Pompey and many of its members

joined him. Not being able to COPpe with Caesar in Italy

" Encyclopaedia Britannica,

1100 omas Hodgkin, "Attila,

I y DPp. 885-886 .
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he departed to Greece and war ensyeq in 49 B.C This
s Lo £ war

ted until B.C.
las t 48 B.C. when Pompey was defeated at Pharsalus.

i ki P .
s R Aaves Illed i L8YPL Dby treacherous Egyptians who

were afraid of his power and position 11
At the death of Pompey in 48 B.C. the struggle

against Caesar, and later Octavian, was carrieg on by

Sextus Pompelus Magnus. At the death of his father, Sextus

joined his followers in Africa who had held out during the
civil war against Caesar. Later Sextus Pompeius fled to |
northern Spain where he hid out and practiced piracy on
a small scale. After the death of Caesar he was still
located in northern Spain where he had gathered a large
army and navy. With the forming of the Second Triumvirate
Sextus had insufficient military strength to attack the
. Second Triumvirate on land. He was forced to resort to his
navy to press the triumvirate from the sea.”2

In 43 B.C. Sextus Pompeius had gained control of

the islands of Sicily and Sardinia and he was lord of the

" western Mediterranean. His fleet, during this period, had

| ) ips. With
grown from one squadron to over three hundred ship Wit

H]”Pompey," Encyclopaedia Britannica, (11th ed.),

£XII, pp. 56-57.

. ]]ZFrank BurrBMc
& ]&6 B.C. to ZQ_ e Ley
Ltd.), V, pp. 288-293.

i ' World
History of the Roman ior
arShfﬁ%ndon: MetThuen and Company,
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them ne avaged the Coast o Ita Y n v
I E al and trium irate of

Octavian, Antony ang Lepidys. 113
From 42 to LO he :
S applie + 3 —_
tating pressure on 1t§§y tgrsueaddy more irri-

] 3 N O‘dn‘h"ﬁ nt
the sea, ralding the coast ang- 1185 contirol of

craii ad cuttin y
graln supply of Roue almost entirely.§12ff the

o -
'ne pos £ ]
T bosSition of Sextus in the Mediterranean did

not affect Antony's rart of the empire. However it did
affect Octavian and the beople of Italy. Finally in 39-_
B.C. Octavian and Antony were forced to come to an agree-
ment with Sextus in which, if he 1let up on Italy proper,

then a treaty would oe made whereby he could hold Sicily

and Sardinia de jure as well as de facto. The truce did

not last long but it gave Octavian time in which to rebuild
his fleet and in 36 B.C. Octavian again engaged Sextus but
this time with a new and better trained fleet. The spring

of 36 B.C.==Octavian opened his campaign with the aid of
Marcus Vipsanius Agrippa. Sicily was invaded dy Octavian's
forces from both Africa and Italy, supported by his navy. The
navies of Octavian and Sextus engaged in battle while at

the same time his land forces on the island of Sicily fell

The Roman Imperial Navy, 31 B.C.
d Noble, Inc., 1967), pP.

]]BChester C. Starr,
1o 324 A.D. (Wew York: Barnes an

7
=0

Mhrpig., p. 6.
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to Mark Antony. Se
} .
10wever, but was later

xtus digqg escape,
captured and executed oy

L

1 the forces of Octavian and Mark
Antony.

It is probable th
a 3 - e - .
t Sextus is mentioned in the Inferno

as being 1n Hell because } )
A€ challenged the power of the Re-

public. Daante was a great believer in the early Republic
as well as the ldea of empire. Perhaps Sextus finds hinself
in Hell due to Dante's belief that the Republic and later

the bupire was to Dante the greatest achievement of mnan--
especially the Romans. Dante seems to have no patience
witn those who tampered with his political concepts of a
great state such as Rome and he clearly shows this in his
worx "De Monarchia.™

In the same reference that refers to Sextus Pompeius
Dante also makes reference to Pyrrhus. Pyrrhus, King of
Epirus (c. 318=-272 B.C.), was the son of Aeacides whose
family claimed that they descended from Achilles. Pyrrhus
established himself as king of Epirus by marrying Antigone,
He was educated at the court

the stepdaughter of Ptolemy.

of Ptolemy and was an ally of Ptolemy. In 281 with 25,000

: : I ater
troops he prepared for war against the Romans and 1

cod t]
met them at the Battle of Heraclea. Here he defeated the

1151514., p. 6=8-
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Ronans under the commas -
. nand of Valerius Laevinus, but lost so
& ) FROFS) o

lt wa 4
S later referred to as a "Pyrrhic
rictory." Again j - :
vict 631l 1n 279 he defeateg another Roman army at

i il

"er11 11 A 1 3 ) $ -
Asculum (Ascoli) in Apulig, He then left Italy and went to
Qs 37 1} )/ Py oa
Sicily wnere ae wanted to make himself heagq of the Sicilian
) § i 1= 4 ¢

) ks. There v :
Gree he drove out the Carthaginians and decided

- ord b ] t r )
to go dack to Italy but a large amount of his fleet was

destroyed by the Carthaginians. He finally reached Italy
in 275 where he was defeated by the Romans at the Battle of
Beneventum. With this defeat he returned to Epirus in’
Greece and in 272 he was killed when he fell from his horse
in a street fight in Argos where he had gone to settle a
dispute over the succession to the throane of Sparta.]]6
The remaining references in this section of Cantos
concern the fights and conflicts between the Guelfs and the
Ghibellines. This section deals with a period in which
Dante was involved--this has already been discussed. It

seens that Daate the poet never relinquished his chance to

4+ A
Laie

. ) 4+ T W.t- &
political cut at the Ghibelline party. He mentioned

I\

Guelfs as well, such as Brunetto Latini. - Dante noticed

(=9

Sed e . - male T 1 o And are you
him in Hell with the remark, "Ser Brunetto A

here?"]]7

- IIlluS _JL_C ‘C O aedla BIlta.l.‘;i Ca l l (vl 8 edo )
° ‘ ( )
Ol'DJ h ," 2 l p

LXII, p. 697.

M71514., p. 63+
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Ser Brunetto y sy s .
B L0 was a pPailoscpher ang politician who

was oora in Florence. He yas an ardent Guelf and he

introduced the art of Ooratory iato Florentine schools.

_ . D R o - > 5
It is pelieved that Brunetto was the teacher of Dam’:e.”8
in Canto XVII Dante acknowledges the two symbols
of the Guelf and the Ghibellines.
A yellow durse I saw with azure wrought. That
wore a lion's countenance and port. Then still ny .
signt pursuing its career, another I beheld, than

olood more red, a goose displayed of whiter wing
than curd.

The reference to the lion was the symbol that
appeared on the flag of the Gianfigliazzi. The Gianfig-
liazzi lived ia Florence and were Guelf supporters. The

goose symbol appeared upon the flag of the Ubbriachi, who

20
were Ghibelline supporters.1

181p14.

120715 4.
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CHAPTER 1v

INFERNO: CANTOS KVIII=XXXIV

In Canto XVIII Dante ma _ ¢
ance makes reference to the first

-’ 3 i ’ 1 "
subilee that was held in 7 Mo . ]
Rome auring the reign of Pope

Boniface VIII.

EV?? thus the Romans, when the year ti
of Juolleg, with better Speed. Hitherwgiddf?s
came meeting our forces from the middle oiqg?y
w}th us beyond, but with a largerhgtride? %'én
tgu? FhelRomans, when the year returns Of JGbilee
with better speed to rid the throaging multitudes’
%g?éf means devised for such as pags the ‘oridge.la’1

L

The jubllee was supposed to last from Christmas
of 1299 to Christmas 1300. During the jubilee Boniface
had announced that "full and complete remjissions of sins

would be accorded to all those who visited the tombs of

: " . . 122
the apostles during that year.

The jubilee that Pope Boniface held beginning in
1299 was a direct outgrowth of his troubles with Philip

. . s e
IV, knowa as Philip the Fair, King of France. The conflict

between Philip and Boniface was that of Church vs. State.

Philip IV was trying to extend Freach territory into
’ ' i . The hostilities between
the English possession of Gascony. L g ‘

.
]2]Cary, p. 70

]Zawood, p. 47.
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the French and the Enpeglse
t ¢ Inglish over territory on the continent
< L
1 by Law .
hEle W ‘ard I was Prompted by open conflict of the
b2 b L

Gascon seaman against . )
g ¢ the Normans on the Briton Coast.

4 (1]‘.'](4' d I was o ur'll‘loned t '31‘ l la n‘t 2 X n
SSad, O t}le i i i
> P(A me Of Pa.rls ¢cO e p a °

Bdward I could do 1litt )
o tittle because of his preoccunation with

c Tangd wt v DhS 3 3 .
Scotland whom Philip the Fair was befriending with aid.

7] 1 2 §

Edward, being occupied by Scotland, left Gascony open for

g2 e i L. ’ .
Philip which he took. The French and English conflict

was later given over tQ Boniface VIII to arbitrate, but

in the meantime Edward declared war. The conflict was on
the baslis of the 100 Years War with France and England.m3

In order to raise money for his campaign, Philip

decided to tax the Church in France. - Tﬂe French clergy
did not mind because they knew that the state was their
main defense. They objected only to the point that the
tax might become uncontrolled and therefore would become

power for the King to use to destroy the Church or hold

it in virtual captivitye.

Philip's power over the French clergy had already

- . > )
been felt. He had taken them out of positions 1n tae royal
Fpiy 3 =17
court and from positions in the King's government and councill.

The clergy feared this tax would become oppressive 1n France.

i B don:
i A History of urope (London:
123¢, w. Prev1te-0rt?géo‘, LSLory O |

Methuen and Company, Ltde,



Some of the nci
Frencn clergy refuseq to pay t

and petitioned the Pope.

he tax

This plea ror help by the French
clergy placed Boniface in a bag Position between the French
king, Philip, and the French clergy. Boniface felt if any
state began taxing the Property of the Church without the

approval of the papac 4
p Pacy then it would soon weaken the French

caurch financially and ultimately the papacy. Also, it
£ . F)

43 o g ;
was settlng a bad precedent to Permit the taxation of the

Church by the state.

1

The position that Philip took was that the Church
should share in the cost of the Ooperation of the state
which always protected it. This, of course, is a natural
position to take if there is wealth in'th; country and it
always goes out of the country to another power like the
papacy. Also Philip was willing to defend his position

because he was in bad need of the revenues that the Church

. I : 124
could give him in the form of taxes.

Boniface decidad that he must take action. He issued

a papal bull aimed at Philip the Fair:

o 7 i 1 " )
The bull Clericis laicos (]299,‘J*tﬂ ?9 mqntf 3
siven. but befors Aupest 18); Whieh excommun tabes
Poth Lhos o 1 Led im; the clergy and the
both those who levied imposts on th SBREy A
ecclesiastic who paid %hem, was applicable
whole Christian world. Gicl

125 purant, pp. 812-813

]ESWOOd, Pe 1



Was perhaps almost impossible
to eaforce and on neo N
= 1y angereq Philip more than before. Philip

counteracted with action py forbidding the export of gold
= )

. _O = . - .
silver, precious stones, or 100d, and also by forbidding
(=]

foreign + i
all foreign merchants to remain in France. With this

Philip had cut off the masi: : ‘
1€ maln source of monies and goods that

nad been flowing into the papacy. This not only hurt the
coffers of the papacy dbut also cut off all sources of

monies that were being raised for the crusades. 2P

Finding the papacy cut off from revenue sources in
France, Boniface issued another bull in September, 1296.

The bull Ineffabilis amor corrected what its pre-
decessor had made absolute. Philip could levy sub-
sidies on the clergy, with the consent of the Pope,
who, 1f the kingdom was threatened, would order
contributions for its defense up to the sale of sacred
vessels. Boniface asked in the same bull for an
explanation of the prohibition recently placed on
the export of gold and silver, and merchand;se from
the kingdom, a prohibition that threatened to cut
off one of the principal revenues of Rome.l27 [sic]

It is also stated that the royal proclamation for-

bidding exports and dealing with merchants by Philip was

]26Durant, pp. 812-813.

127004, p. 31.
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not only directed to Bons
: n : .
flface for 18Suing the bull Clericis
e e—

Laicos, but was mo X
L ’ Teover 1ntended to nit the Eunglish and

1 I [k lar‘o
;na :) i i

and he and Zdward of Ene .
gland accepted Boniface as nediator

f their dispu . i
of th ‘ putes Bonlface, Probably in a rare mood,

decided most of the disputes in the favor of Philip the Fair.
The struggle was at peace for a moment. However,

it opened up again in 1300 with a dispute between Philip

and the papal legate, Denard Saisset. The quarrel seemed

to concern the conduct of the Pope. There were those who

- stated that he was full of greed, avarice, and unmentionable

heresies. The people who believed this sided with King

Pnilip. The papal legate took the other side and argued

against the king. The king felt that the legate was working

up insurrection and had him charged with inciting insur-

rection.129

In retaliation to Philip's action, Boniface issued

sq s 1 = my 1 i
the bull Ausculta fili in December, 1301. The bull was

Pnilip then called the

burned in Paris before the king.
i i It ttended
first States-General ever held in Paris. It was attende

mm From this
! ha Anhks 15 41 1 o and the commoners.
by the nobility, the clergy, an

1281414, p. 32.

——

]29Durant, p. 81k



ers the stat :
- e 1 =
va 1S tfle po\ver and not the Church,

hilip even demanded . .
Phi the TeéSlgnation of Boniface, but the

pope refused. DBoniface y
PO as en bri ]
€ven briefly held prisoner in
in his pala i hi
1302 in je) ce at Anagni by Philipt's soldiers under the

mmand of Willian I
co Oof Nogaret. He was rescued by members

of the Orsiani family from Italy who led over four-hundred
horsemen into the city to free him. He retired to the
Vatican 1n Rome and died on October 11, 1303. This so-called
huniliation of Anagni was one of the most striking humilia-
tions of the Church by the state to be found in history.
It was a reversal of the medieval confrontation at Canossa
where the state was humiliated by the Church. It proved
10 te the nadir of the medieval papacy.130

The Pope who replaced Boniface was Benedict XI.
Benedict XI served as .papal head from October 22, 1303 when

he was elected by the Cardinals, to his death on July 7,

130Lk. Dante does not seem to be concerned with him in the

Divine Comedv.

In Canto XIX Dante continues his work with a refer-

i i s ference
ence to the medieval practice of simony. The re

: m w ice of
even gives the name of the man from whom the practi

Sinony is derived.

1301p34., pp. 814=815-
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V/ 1l g owers! ais) e
O ] . & = . wno tne oYt - -
fgo:iaagz wiaaed unto g ““1§§Zm0quod, Which
@« J .80 Dprostit - videm, Rapacious
Adultery!131 sig ute for 80ld and silver in’

my .
The practice -
Of simony was common during the Middle

Ages. The w i '
Ages. T orst period was from the ninth to the eleventh

centuriesS. .oimony is defined as "a deliberate desiegn of
o

selling or buying something spirityal or annexed to t
132
1"

he
spiritual.

The term seems to be deriveqd from a man named Simon
Hagnus as mentioned by Dante. Simon was supposedly a
sorcerer who believed that the gift of God could be bought
by the giving of gold.]33 Reference to Simon Magnus can be
found in the Bible in Acts of the Apostles.qu

During the medieval period many offices in the papacy
or under papal control were purchased for money. This
practice included selling the sacraments, prayers, and
indulgences and the buying of benefices. The selling of
indulgences and Holy Orders was one of the primary ways

of getting money in the Middle Ages. Later, during the

1A
]Buav,p.7%
New Catholic Encyclopedia,

JS&J. Gilchrist, nsimony,"
XIII, p. 227.

]BBCary, P. 79
1345ip1e, Acts, 8: 9-2k-
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eio0oru t_x.O.l, the PraCtiCe 7
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N

turbance and th

o

O
2]
[0}
£,
r

a o caused in the ¢

hurch during. the
time of Martin Luthep, 135

ment V harshly ang with notable

34 i . nup S
disgust: £0r after him, Ope yet of deeds more uzgly shall
R O oll

arrive, From forth the .
ar ’ v Lie \’.Vest, a Shepherd \'fithout la'.}', Fatod

to cover 00th his form and mipe,ul36 Gid

Dante's reference to Clement's coming from the
west was an allusion to his French nationality. He took
the papyacy from Rome to Avignon, in the papal county of
Venaissin, an area completely surrounded by French terr ritory
in the south of France.

Clement V was born Bertrand de Gouun of a noble
family in 1264. He was made a chaplain oy Boniface VIII.
He was elected Pope at Perugia on the 5th of June in 1305.
It is thought that Clement V owed his papal election to

the statesmanship of Phlllp the Fair of France. At the time

T s 4+
of the election he was in Bordeaux, France. He decided to
remain in France rather than Rome due to the turmoil of the

times. Clement's coronation took place at Lyons, Fraace

——
on the 1Lth day of November in 1305. Beglanlng wi

1255 Gilchrist, XIII, PP 227-228.

36Cary pp. 81-82.
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Seéventy years rule of the

o

Clement's reign is tpe Period of

popes O Avignon, known ag tpe

" b/ .
S, VST Sabylonian Captivity of
+ne Church." v :

m3 P
The idea of p
+ rOpe Clement v taking residence outside

of Rome was not ney
of RO ! v new. Popes Preceeding

Clement had been

ected outside of )
elec t Of Rome such as Pope Innocent VI (1243-

5L) who was electe 1 "
125L4) d and consecrated at Anagni. In

addition, Pope Gregory IX (1227-1241) only spent four years

in Rome out of a fou i )
i rteen year reign. Pope Gregory X
(1271-1276) spent two months in Rome and five years and
ten months away from Rome. The practice of living away

from Rome had been established before the fourteenth
century. The difference in the case of Clement I, which
apparently made his case worse in the eyes of Dante and
nost Italians, was his apparent domination and control by
Philip Iv.138

During his reign at Avignon, Clexent V was terrified
of Philip the Fair. Philip seemed to sense that Clement V
did fear him. Philip thus pushed to get his revenge on

Pope Bonifade VIII by trying to get Clement V to condenn

Philip seemed to have frightened

-

Boniface as a heretic.

Encyclopaedia

]j7Y1111am R. Smith, "Clgment v,
Britannica (11th ed.), VI, P- Lok
38 o ﬂlVlr""OY1
qu. Hollat, The PODSS 2L St 9035 e e

+

(New York: Harper and ROW,
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and dbullied the Pope intg Starti
arting the actual procedure,

but later Clement Gslayed ths mrogess until Philip just
e - | X ip jus
gecided to abaandon the whole matter, 139

Clement V's v,
veak ang Cowardly attitude toward Philip

- TV Y v . i -

the Fair almost virtualzy asSsured a succession of French

t Avignon. s
popes av Avignon. This was done by creating a majority

of French Cardinals during the pontificate of Clemen: V

H oo > s s L o &8
This majority of French Cardinals kept continually electing

French Popes until 1378. The seven Popes of Avignon

namecd 134 Cardinals=--=113 of whom were French. INot only
did Clement start the creations of French Cardinals but he
also spent the papacy's money extravagantly and favored a
system of nepotism. The papal finances of the thirteenth
century finances were just as bad because of the cost of
a new papal palace at Avignon and the funds used to help
restore peace to Italy.]qo

Philip the Fair of France tried to harass Pope
After he had dropped the

Clement in any way possible.

) . . : T 7 +ri cet
heretic charges against Boniface VIII, he tried to g

kS

3 T S -~
the Pope on his side for the destruction of the Knights

Templars. ¥

])9Brusher, p. 530.

- lquames
(Few York: D.

i} v: A Brief History
The Papacy: = —T§§gyrjﬁ§—%3-44.

Corbett, Ince,
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Lie .
Van Norstrand company,
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- s .
~f¢ order of the Kn 1
1ars hag enormous wealth

1ghts Temyp
and Philip IV needed i+ <. +.
an d it ih hig Yar with England. Phily
. . i sh o =% dells < . lp
attacked tie Knights Templapg i, every way

J POssible. He

3 e ] + - -~ m o t
used 1l thods of tOI'L.uI'e to get 1 ) r
e I bhe .Le.’TLDla..S tO ConfeSu (0]

sins and crimes that they did not commit. Philip hoped

that these confessions woy) 1 |
d help oonv1nc9 Clement V to

disband the order. Clement decigdeq not to condemn the
disa

7 ) a7 + ) ! -
Knights but he did suppress them, giving the major amounts

(=S

of their property to the Knights of St. John. Philip,
angered at this action, decided to seize all propsrty and
noney tne Templars possessed in France.14]

Pope Clement V was well-educated. He was good-natured
nd amicable, but his precedent of having the papacy at
Avignon caused a dislike and a lowering of respect for the
papacy. The papacy at Avignon as well as western Europe

was filled with greedy, corrupted Cardinals and other

papal officials.
non started in 1305 with the election

In 1378 the last

The Popes of Avig

of Clement V, and they stayed until 1376

French Pope moved to Rome and there died. His Cardinals
elected an Italian, Pope Urban YI (1378-1389). During his

] ' i . ipn spite of the subsequent
reign the papacy remained at Rome, 1n SP

]41Brusher, je 386.
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L3 i
che Yrenchman, Clement v,

! 1 e
schism caused by

the elect10n of

—

. ‘ e
and his removal to Avignon.

C‘ A to 4 )1 CO .t :
an 4\ n alrls aLO the 4 A lp() 1 ence o y
. 4 ta[l L re ierei

- - .
Dante. This reference ig to t 10 i
the Donation Oof Constantine angd

= Empero Y ntd .
bo £he LHp r Constantine 1. "Ah, Constantine! t0 how nuch

< 1 gcave birth Z'lOt th\ c - s - . s
ill ga ’ J Onver510n, out that plenteous dower

which the first wealthy Father §2in'd from thee,n 142 E5id)

Again 1n Canto XXVII there appears a corresponding

reference to Constantine ang Pope Sylvester: "as in Soracte,

Constantine besought to cure his Leprosy, Sylvester's
aid. "4 [Eic]

Constantine I (c. 288-337) was generally known as
"The Great." He was the illegitimate son of Constantius I
and Flavia Helena. Coanstantine served with his father,

Constantius, in Britain and upon his father's death he

accepted the arny's proclamation as Augustus. Through

intrigue and alliances, Constantine became Emperor of the
5 : — oy the East.
Vestern Roman Empire in 313 and later Emperor of the
. PO = 2 S &
He was the firs:t Roman Emperor to recognize Christianity as

. " : itical move
a religion in the Empire. He did this as & politic

_— ring the reign
to secure his position as Emperor. It was duping
} e onation
T that the supposed document of the D 1

il - .
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of Constantine was jissa: i
SSued because of the aid Pope Sylveste

I gave in | ing hi I vester

I gave 20 healing hin fpo; lens 144

@ leprosy,
Dante's refere; ‘
CAaLd ence 0 . )

the first wealthy Father,u‘45

coacerns Pope Sylves ’
con Jivester who was Pope from 314 to 335

Sylvester was said to have

Pope
B kg

" Oaptlzed Constantine I, but this
was only a legend.'4®

Pove Sv : £}
X Y1lvester was the man to whon

Constantine I supposedly gave the Constantine Donation.
As the legend goes,
granted to Pope Sylvester because of Constantine's thank-
fulness for having been cured of leprosy. The documen
itself was divided into twenty articles. Bach article
explained what Constantine was giving Pope Sylvester, why
and what the gift entailed. Articl:s VI stated Constantine's
religious experience: ". . . blessed apostles (Peter and
Paul) . . . caused His (God's) splendor to shine upon
147

Ie.

Article XI praised Pope Sylvester for his help in

restoring health to Constantine.

nConstantine I," Encyclovpaedia
8-990.

lquenrva. Jones,
Britannica, (11th ed.), VI, PP. 98

155, . z
ZT5uary, p. 83.
c R i he was baptized
> va - A.D. Since he Was &
'40constantine died in 357 zed by Sylvester,

s n bapLi
on his deathbed, he could not nave bee v
who died in 335.
b 7
t7orman F.
& 4 - . % my
1200 (llew York: The

vedieval World
i d. The iMedleva
Caﬂoor (e )’ oany , ]96b)) Pe 1

Macmillian Com
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e < « With the 1
I had learned tha+0}essed1331vester as my teac!
health through ihe i« 224 Peen restoreq to fugg °
health tTh ?a vle kindnes °4 vo full
self. . . . 1438 eSS of St. Peter him-

A L1
alcer the statement
of the i
| . Y€ Cause and explanation of
the cure by Sylvester, the d
& O A.'.‘L 1 S 1
cument mentioned what would be
. - 4 s e
civen to Sylvester for nj 3
B 1S cure of Constantine and his
religlous guldance. Article XITI state that the Pope
should have certain dominion over territory
ur 5 11 4
Ve ordain and decree that he (Pope Sylvest
the papal authoriiy) shou I minion * the
the papal ¢ ivy) should have dominion over the
ioaerL}gc1pal dioceses of Antioch, Alexandria
bpns:anulpople, and Jerusalem, as well as over all
the Churches of God in the world.149

Article XIII reaffirmed Article XII in stating the
extension of papal authority.

Through our sacred imperial decrees we have given
them (the Church) our gift of land in the East and
West, and in the Northern and Southern regions:
namely in Judaea, Greece, Asia, -Thrace, Africa, Italy
and various islands. . 150

Article XVII mentioned Constantine's gift of the
city of Rome to Pope Sylvester and all Popes to follow.

e do ~ive and relinquish to the power and dgminion
0f the ot mentioned most blessed pontiff, our Father

“ia
e TTam = b > hi esSsors
Sylvester, the Universal Popei5?nd nis succ s

our palace, the city of Rone.

1401y54,, p. 135.

—

N
o
.

14975i4., pe 1
1501414,

1511p54., p. 138

e

].J .




78

Article XVIII o
told where the new city or Gonsbanting

would de built and where the pow
Wer of the ®
“mperor would be

transferred.

We deem it fittj |
" . L1ing to have t] —
of our kingdom transferreq tc S1o Shpive and the power

3 3L e ¥ B .
have a city erected in oup namyhe wastern regions) to

; P N e i } 3 .
spot in the province orf Byzantiur::n the most suitable

v <152
The Donation of Constantine was actually written in
the eighth century, probably during the reign of Pope
Stepnen II (752-757). The document was used against King
Pepin of France to exert temporal powers over that King.
Later, 1n the reign of Pope Leo IX (1049-1054), the doc-
ument was used to try and show papal powers over the
'Byzantines.153

The authenticity of the Donation of Constantine had
been disputed as early as the eleventh century. However,
nothing was proven until 1440 when an Italian Humanist
scholar, Lorenzo Valla, (1407-1457) published his work
called "On the False Donation of Constantine."

Lorenzo Valla was employed by King Alfonso of Naples.
At the tizme of Valla's publication, Naples was held by
Pope Zugene IV (1431-1447). Pope Eugene and KLgpus @1
Naples were very embittered enemles and Alfonso was trying

152 . .
Ibid. : —
z : i f Constantlne,
155 a1ter A. philllps,Lngga§l°3I§I, p. L409.
Encyclopaedia Britannica, (11th €d-7/»
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troops., Ty

g
Citly fron Papal
ne document was

to show that the Church
5 h had no temporal powers over th
. o X ¥ er the
ging eXcepu tarough a falge document dt n
< "L, and the document

itself was illegal. Therefore . 1)
. 1 » LO€ Dpapal idea of temporal
sowers was illegal. !k

Lorenzo 1\ ! ]
T Valla's attack upon the Donation was one of

logic, linguistics, an i
gic, g ) d a refined sense Oof historical
knowledge.
Valla's firs 1N
5 rst argument was that Constantine did not
have the legal right to make ] 10 !

8 Such a donation. Secondly,
that the supposedly granted territories always remained
~under the rule and control of the Emperors. Thirdly,
that Constantine was not baptized by Sylvester and only

gave gifts of ordinary means to a previous Pope. Lastly,

Valla maintained that the Donation was not found in

. - 1
precious documents or a History of Sylvester. 22 Valla
continued to state that "the document itself contains
inconsistencies, improbabilities, idiocies, barbarisus,

. 156
and some nonsense." >

w Catholic

\Ul

QR. Montano, 'LorenzoO Vallg," N
Zacyclopedia, XIV, pp. 522-523.
1

(}. R i l O i e qe SS Ilge ai;d ‘Re orm on
. ;J 3} Ae ) ) = nal a I = ac

( ) v .&. Ork (Tne I“iac».llll Mp L f ’ 906) ) p. Ll,9 %
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pllllosoplllcal ar ‘3: ulﬂell t

Latin scholar at the ti

Lorenzo Vallg:
in the form of
He was a noteq

me of hj VO3 1 ]
1S work on the Donation. He

rgued that the docun i i
arg ument faileq ip the use of Latin alone

"e he ld that Latin wa o B
H ¥aS not used, rather a Latin vulgate
= .

He insisted that ti xmet i
He i the document Ccontained Frankish and Ger-

pmanic words and phrases. Later, in the pontificate of
Nicnolas V (1447-1455), the document was dismissed as a
forgery.

It is significant to note here Dante's imperialistic
bias: "To how much ill gave birth. . . that plenteous
dower. . .'"" This remark shows a sad acceptance of the
nyth of the Donation coupled with a harsh criticism of evils
following it. These evils created a great papal power in
the West and destroyed the Hol§ Roman Empire. The revival

of this Empire, or its continuation, was dear to Dante's

heart.177
In Canto XXVIII there is a reference to King John of
England. The reference also referred to Bertrand de Born,

1 i onstantine:
t the Donatlon o? C_
i 1wtine had not

because Constar '
rial dignity, nor had the

]57Dante remark
"I say that it has no force,
the power to alienate the 1mper- nDante's De Monarchia,"
caurch the vower to recleve 1t." Y= = .7 7i5 West
I"q‘r--rs 3 L2 LJ i ntemporary ClVlllZat—'—-Qn ‘LELQ;P-'—_.E;;,
=atroduction to Contemporaz. ~— University Press,
(third edition: New York: columpid

1960), I, p. 315.
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the French troubadouyr who co
the sons of Henry

astantly set

II against each other and even apai
¢ Y o) < o &
against their father, Henry

II.

Now Dbeho thi pa— i
Ty :4—‘. = - l?‘ ,L'hls érlevous torrqen{- EAg) S
Q;_euu:;l;ng go'l'st To spy the deadA :L.lzl l“'lOu, who
| o - L . : o .
E;se Se terrible as this, And *If¥01d, 1fLany
Thou mayst dbear tidines of mne ’V;;QuLon earth
(&) i y 4L W bl’l at I A m

Bertirand, he of Born
- %, Who gave Kin
un 10 hi i ng John
counsel “1s?géevouo. Father and son I The
nutual war.!20 [sic] set at

mi, = 4+ oA - :
This statement, according to the footnote in Cary
. - ,

was apparently mistranslated. There

. - o are two alternative readings,; il Re

1 OVaY i Nline .TAh, .
Glofaﬂn} ( Alnélfgﬂﬂ”), adopted by Cary; and
1l re giovane (the "Young King"), which is the
one generally accepted at the present day.
The person meant is Prince Heary.159 (sicl

‘Prince Henry (1155=1183) was the first son of King
Henry II (1133-1189), and Eleanor of Aquitane. Crowned in
his father's lifetime, Prince Henry was known as the "Young
Xing" and Henry II was known as the "Old King."
The family of Henry II of England and Eleanor of

i1

Aquitane was one of turmoil. Henry II and Eleanor had

four soans, two of whom died vefore Henry, and three
- . s
daughters. At the time Henry II was crowned King of

' 14 i 3 wore territory in France
Bngland in 1154, he already ruled more terriiory

e G Teni I tool throne
than the French King, Louis VII. Henry II took the T




at the age of t\‘-'ent‘!-oﬁe h"\fi N
v sy aving g

| o & already ruled Anjou, Maine

Touraine and Hormangy. o

When IHeary II tool
hen He: “00k offj ‘
' Ilce, ne established neyw reforms

barts of An - N
glo-Saxon ang Horman

improved the syster £ Yeitlan o
impr ysStem of A1ng's courts.

in law dbased upon
law. He

He developed the
&Y 5 t} t ti K3 ~ o 1 pe
taeory that the King was the fountain of Justice. He also

o
0}
ct
[\Y)
O
(.}
[N
9]
e
(@]
Q,
cl

the Ac ing
Accusing or Presentment or Grand Jury where

" -~ n t’ 1 ~ . PR . .
members 01 The village or shire must declare the names of

the persons committing crimes in 160

their area.

Eeary II quarreled with his sons and even with the
Church. After Becket's death in 1170, his quarrels with
his sons continued to mount. Henry II had crovwaed Prince
Henry King of England. The power of the King had remained
in the hands of the Justiciars.]6] Barons under thne "Young
King,' incited him to rebel against Henry II for the full
rights of the kingship in England. The young Xing's armies
were defeated by Henry II. The young King fled to the

court of Louis VII of France. The young King Henry also

]6Owillson, pp. 90-9%.

—
(@)

]Justiciars. The word Justigiari_is tie*Fzmih?:f
Justiciary Power. "In the early Engllsnt;égtor%Hgn

a1 Tl ) . n
aduinistrator of both goyeynmenﬁagnghguzi;g's et
Justiciary or chief Justiclary ¥ he Klng 2 "6t Benry i,
on s im0 Mo uonguiie exchequer, super-
Presiding in the King's court an - e ohy as regent
Vising all departments Of e "whitney (ed.), Ihe
iU he king's absoence. Wlllé?m ?;eb York: The Century
U Ab N Ay . .
Century Dictionary and Cyclopeci2

Company, 1899), Vi, P- 3256.
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resented the ind ol )
resent L dépendence of Richard (later Ri
&ter Richard I of

England, third son of Heary 1T and =
1O 4

| leanor), as ruler of
rquitane. The Joung King
e =3

A Henry again rebelleg against

Henry I and i 11 join i but
; in 82 JOluned an alllance to Oprose hin u
j ’ v

was defeated again and remaineq ig exile at Martel. He
3 ] +} - Y Q LR s
died there 1n 1163 and his body was stolen by the people
of Le lMans as 1t was being taken to Hormandy. Later
Heary II ordered the boy brought to Rouen and buried.!62
Bertrand de Born, mentioned with Prince Henry, is
closely linked to Henry II and his sons. .Bertrand deJBorn
was also known as Lord of Hautefort. He has been called,
"the prince of mischief-makers.“]63
Bertrand de Born was a man of little moral character.
He was constantly at war with one noble or another in

southern France. His powers of intrigue extended to

Henry II and his sons. He was "lord when he would of King

-
Henry of England and his sons."]oq It seems that de Born

was oaly happy when there was feuding and turmoil between

The Dictionary of National

{12 P —— vHenry,"
hate AOI‘C-,SCCG, b

Biography, IX, pp. S546-5L7.

163y v C. Davis, Encland Under the]ﬂoi?anz a§§5
P ] ‘ Ll L] i = = 3 — 7 . .
Ansevins (New York: Barnes ana Novble 1lnc., 19061),
—_——— T
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ne King of France.

. “wryv a.ld lli S SOALQ ai : V ¢ C 13 N o
id e Gl. 1 i
y n l\ldl 3 t
e (S

At times he i«
be at war wit] WlSned that father and son o
?tq bfo%" ¢ each Otheh; and bro;; S0n should .
W1T! 1 n 3 = < b e oy
Prance aqdeﬁinaﬁq always he woulg tg:i ?? ey
Fran X ngland Should bpe enemieé 16§lngs of

Bertra: 1
aid de Born was a knight and lord of a castle

in Periguex named Hautefort. He had a brother n d
ane

lal 4 - -
Gepetaniiic end Bepirand Spent much of his time forcing
o

o g 4o 2% 5 . i
Constantine out of his castle. Constantine, however,

invariably came rigl
inv N 1ght back and retook the castle from

Bertrand. Bertrand wanted to gain Constantine's inheritance
put was prevented fron doing so0 by Henry II of England.
Bertrand spent most of his life writing poetry and fighting
his neighbors and his brother. The castle of Hautefort
had been willed to both Constantine and Bertrand de Born.
This joint inheritance was a constant cause of friction
in southern France. It is. thought that Bertrand de Born
was the man responsible for encouraging the young King
Henry to rebel against his father and even to conduct
) . : 166

a war against his brother, Richard.

Wnen the young King Henry rebelled for the last

g 1 h
time with the rebellion of Limoges, '"de Born saw Wit

165,

Toid.

1t's Brood: The gggevin
1967), DPp-. 16L=105.

]66Alfred Dugsgan, Devib
Family (London: Faver and Faber,
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pleasure taat all of '

41 France South of the Loire

- was in exactly
‘ . o i .
the condition that suiteq pip, ul67

- .
i1ne primary reason for

yistence for de Bo i
existen 'n, it. seemeg was to 1 pi
s Precipitate

r 1 .O . .Lhe aLJi l. tj O X e o o
+ ]e 1 v £Leep I-efl i i & i

zave him power and he o X N :
s drodbably could not have lived without

it., He was a m nai
it. He v man of many talents ang "the most distin-

guished of the Provencal trouvadors, ang composed a striking
=

m on the death he "You- . ot o

which is still preserveq.n!68 Bertrand de Born supposedly
died in 1215 as a Cistercian monk,]69 a strange ending for
such a lively man of taleant and intrigue.

The last major reference in Dante's "Inferno" is
found in Canto XXXI. The reference is to Roland and
Charlemagne and is included to show the difference between
aistorical fact and legend: "So terrible a blast Orlando
Blew not, when that dismal rout O'erthrew the host of
" . e 3170
Charlemagne and quench'd His saintly warfare.

This reference is to Roland, known in Italian as

. ) s s 1 it is based
Orlando. The "Song of Roland" 1s legend, but 1t 1S




- - . . e
ypon fact. The incidenr
upo C lle..xdeut OCCurred duri N .

l . ing the relgn of
charlemagne wni a :
ch emag e he was Campaignine i

| | Palgr & against the Arabs,
fighting their entry into
Southern pFp i
ance in the eighth
ghtl

century. Against the Apaps

. - he had u‘ld < ax 1

N & & - - . e e e ] i i i

von ) e~ : i en sev n Xpe dltlons in

cwe Lt’ years f{e e.(_'t)erlenced SOome I‘everses of
b

wnich the most famo
mous w : :
guard at Ronceval by té:SBzgeumassacre af Iis pears
: s e i .
enemies of the Franks.171 (S%d] mountaineers, sworn

Charlemagne was kaown as Charles the Great (c. 742-
814. He was the son of Pepin the Short, King of France.
Pepin had another son, Carloman. The empire of Pepin' was
divided between the two sons in 768.

In 771 Charlemagne ruled all of France and began his
campaign to convert the Northern Germanic pagans to
Christianity. He incorporated them into his domain. 1In
774 he became'King of the Lombards and gave lands to Pope
Leo IV. Between 774 and 777 Charlemagne was asked by the
Saracens to help them in Spain. This waé the same group
of people who had been defeated at Tours in 732.172

i I born intent
In 777, while Charles was at Pader :
upon the'éroblem of tne Saxons, this same Soliman

Hi F New York:
171 Lucien Romier, A History of France (
St. Martins Press, 1953), p. 00.
nCharlemagne,

891-892.

n Fncyclopaedia

- ]72Arthur W. Holland,
Sritannica, (11th ed.), V, PP-



87

or another that y ) '
Governor of S;r more the same name ang y !

A & asossa’ -alle at ty} ) was now
emoassy Of Saracen Chies ,Sv the head of an
nortnern fpa%n in ret; for he -
government of Cordovga., 173 P against the

Charlemag 1 it .

0 gne decided to enter g Campaign against
e

the ruler of Cordova. Spain had g numerous bodybof

caristian subjects ang they complaineg Of the cruelty of

the Cordovan ruler. 'Charles was the titular defender of

the Caristian faith and foremost Christian ruler.n!?%

Thereiore, he felt it was his duty to defend the Spanish
Christians in Spain.

Charlemagne divided his forces and marched into
Spain in 778. He sent his army by different routes, later
to meet at a pre-chosen city. His army met at Pampelona
and the city surrendered. Later the city of Barcelona
surrendered, and Charlemagne moved to the city of Saragossa.
In the same year (778) he decided to leave Saragossa with-
out having captured it and return to France. As Charlemagne
left Spain he climbed up the pass in the Pyrenees Mountains
With his army behind nim.

On August 18, 78, theytaggpiiss§§ii?eihihiaiﬁimlt

of the Pyrenees. No enen _ S et o Timd
was peaczful and carefree. The first divislo

Charlemagne First of the
Mifflin Company, 1930),

]736harles E. Rus?ell,
%QQ%Q%g (New York: Houghton
. D .

h1va4,

—————



crossed the divige and was
toward the North o
= 5 it i e lne i le
surrise and encumhe > TLaNKS were tak e
e Ehmos 3 unodered with heav Qk?n .D:/

were thrown into confusion 175 J armor and baggage,

1) 00

winsing e,
o~ g dovwvn the desert

-~ N
l &

The confli i
e ct lasteq until nightfall and every

in the pass at the i v . .
e time was killed. 7The Battle of Ronces
& ¢ -

valles was the only major defea r C
t for Charlemagne. . For
centuries it inspired the remarks of poets and others
Those that fell at the Battle of Roncesvalles were
i .L§glﬂa?d’ the King's High Steward, Anselm, the
5 neschal; and above all "Hruoland, warden of the
D

(=)
reton Harch,™ who became the immortal Roland of
songs, sonaets, ballads and oallades, . . . 176 [sid]

Charlemagne returned to the pass and the site of the
ambush of his troops. He tried to catch the assailants,
but they were never found. |

In 800, two years after the Battle of Roncesvalles,
Charlemagne was crowned Holy Roman Empefor. He ruled until
814 when he died still fighting the Germanic pagans north
of the Rhine River and also trying to keep the Vikings out

of France.

The Battle of Roncesvalles thus made not only a mon-
umental place in history by the battle itself but also by
the actions of its figures. This aspect has been greatly

expanded upon in the Song of Roland.

]75I.Oj.d-’ p- ]51'{"
1761p14., p. 155



SUMML

Dan

1 . . - 5, .
te's Divine Comedy is a wWork not only of literary

s2lue but also of historj ; ) )
value but O hilstorical value. That the work has

historical value as nuch as literary is demonstrated by

Dante's keen awareness of thea important historical events

of his time. He strove to show that . man was not divided
from man oy the Church vs. State controversy. Rather, he
velieved that men of 2ll calibers, whether nobles or not,
had the same general experiences, but were separated by
degrees of individual experiences. He used both the good
and the bad of his time to illustrate that man contained
both good and evil.

Dante was very much involved with the political
developments of his time. He felt that both the Church and
the state had its place and each should beconme more aware

. i I 44 = +ime when new
of its use of power for good. He lived in & time waen a nev

ing iety's
¢class of bankers and guildsmen were ascending SOCieLy

.4 other cities were
hierarchy. He was aware that Florence and orae
11, CLlY « d

and

e

. s a3 banking
i : : . he rising bangliag
experiencing "the struggle of t )

T 1"
. . + roDll-Lby.
industrial classes against the feudal T

S rion
.. Dante (New vork: The Ori
1770 0mnas G. Bergin, 22

Press, 1965), p. 17-
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J.O b .
¢O0 e at Avignon.

clement V he wrote a 1le

aliowing the Holy See
At the death of

tte 1 E i
r to the Italian Cardinals asking

o
o

them to exert 15
tnem tO rt all forms of pressure to See that a Pove would
~C W -

- =AaAd ury y s : )
oe elected wno would bring the Papacy back to Rome. Zven

though he had eventually learned to accept his exile fronm
Florence, he could never accept the exile of the Church
from Rome. Dante felt that the Caurch should bve free of
political turmoil, that "the function of the Church as such
was not to achieve political order under law but to foster
spiritual peace through divine grace."178

Dante believed that thé Church should not involve
itself in tenmporal affairs. He felt that the Church could
not achieve world peace in his time because this, to Dante,
was a political problem only. He felt that political
provlens were best settled by political leaders and not
by the Church. Dante saw that the Church had serious

enough provblems in its religious body, without seeking

temporal political domination.

|

Citizen of
Company, 1946),

Dante Alighieri
Yotz

178Ger Walsh
Gerald G. Wa ’ BuoIiohing

aristendom (Milwaukee: Bruce
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Dante was verpv 7€ i

J Severe with the Church. He
e | ¥ . ie cast
poves aind non=believe; in 1
- leévers into Hell at hig discreti
‘ etionea;
often because Of their rej:es o

telliglous deeds.

In the "Inferno," Canto LET Dabtelplaﬂed Cel
2 c estine

V in Hell because he gave up the bapal throne In Canto

¥I he placed Cardinal Ottaviano degli Ubaldini in Hell

because OI hils affiliations witp the Ghibellines of
I

Florence. Pope Anastasius IT. nto ) 4
F us 11, in Canto XI, was assigned

1

to Hell simply because Dante confused him with the
Byzantine Emperor of the same name. Pope Nicholas III,
in Canto XIV, was condemned to. Hell again because Dante
confused him with someone else, namely Boniface VIII.
Clement V, in Canto XIX, is passionately hated by Dante
because he believed that Cleﬁent had given the Church

to the French King, Philip the Fair, when he changed the
Papal See to Avignon. For this Dante placed him in Hell
also. Dante did not like Boniface VIII, and in Canto
XXVII he called him a Pharisee and placed him in Hell.

In the same Canto, Dante consigned Pope Sylvester I to

Hell bvecsuse of his acceptance of the Donation O1I

t have taken

Constantine. He felt that the Pope should no

% Y 1 V Soe
it because the Church should have no temporal power
; forgery.
Dante dig not know that the document was & forgery
1 1 had any
Dante apparently never fell that the Churcl
] at of religious

o '.e
I a the fulfillnm
other reason for existence than ,
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| o He was harsh on the Church
pecause ne fell that its pogitia
£YSLltion was a matter that should
40t be coupromised, nor Profit made f -
Prof 1ade from it no + C
! no matter what

- O.ﬁ l S ) o t ~ ted
p -~ {)OS L L,.._O-fls in Lne Chuf L y t') i id i ) p
 § Cl o] al -ln? Oll

tical power or

noney, ne 21so hated the practi £ U 1 i
Practice of usury. He mentioned

e in Can XTI ; i
it twice in Canto XI and once again in Canto XVI. In his
hatred of usury he was a typical product of his are The
Church also condemned it as a sin.

-

(IX Dante speaks of selling religious
relics and Holy Orders, knowvm as simony, aand places in
Hell Simon Magnus for whon the practice was named. He felt
that the practice of simony debased the religlous position
of the Church.

Dante was not advefse to assigaing other medieval
leaders to Hell. He did not choose just to exercise his

literapv orowess on the Church. He went beyond the Churcnh
v -~ .

S ] ~RApr f 1 1
and condemned to Hell noted political leaders ©OF e

_ s the Mohammedan
acient and medieval times. He cast Saladin, the Moh

)

He i1 nt ause he was
leader of the crusades, into Hell in Cant0 IV becau
n 1T nan
2 non—Christian. Frederick II, Bupezor of The Holy Roma

SRR L1 catle
1 ante

was cast into Hell in Canto XI because Da
VGO v —_—ia

1 Sn i imes tha
adiered to the belief popular in 0i8 .

)

’ ' . i e . St. I{O‘.vever’
was a sensualist and an’ aviel
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k IT was rigpt

the Churen o
n tempo
Poral powers of the

tdislik
olLued.the tyrants of Italy
I, he cast = i I
5 a8t Lzzelino ITI da Romano into Hell
adL - i
pecause Of his extrene Cruelty ¢t j
=LY Toward his pe I
Ople as Lord
~ ToarOr 1l
of Verona. In the same Canto Dante also Condemned Guy de

itfort of Eangland to } .
Montfort gland to Hell, bvecause 2e killed his cousin

Richard, son of Richard Zarl of Cornwall, in retaliation
for his father's death at the hande of Prince Edward's
forces at Lveshanm. Edward was acting for his father,
Henry II1, elder brother of the Zarl of Cornwall. Attila

is also included in Canto XII as a condemned shade. Dante

felt that Attila hastened the fall of his beloved Roman

In Canto XX Dante made Constantine I an occupant of
Hell because of his gift to Pope Sylvester. The Donation

scantine was wrong in Dante's mind because he felt

of Con
that the Emperor Constantine I did not have the authority

to give such a gift.

: nom in Hell.
Dante was very exact with whom 2& placed in He

The "Inferno" is full of minor characters found in Hell
D . - . nt iV a Guelf
because of their political beliefs. Dante Was )
y in Hell because

dut he nlaced members of his own part ,
The

vetrayed the Guelf cause.

¢ felt, in some way, they i
' en founad 1n

o +the personages : most oft



gell. He saw then as il o
fen==-usually fop no

ing = .
18 Parity against the

Dante's "Divine n
S Vihe OAI.Gd,V nmust boe read from thr
D C m ee

as histoprs
& nistory of the Period of varbarisy

2 T4 a4 3 SO 4 % s .
in Italy, as a source of the fairest Tuscan speech, and as
&~ b

an example of sublime poetpy, nt79 i i
at je Yo Historical understanding

is importaat in Dante if one is to understand his ideas of

Empire.

Dante's work De lonarchia explains his ideas about
Zapire. The work was thought to have been written in 1309
in hope of influencing a restoration of imperial rule.

Dante had great hopes that Henry VII (1269-1313), the Holy
Roman smperor, would be able to bring 2bout a revival of the
Roman Empire. Henry VII was unable to effect a revival of
the Empire and he died in 1313. Dante hoped he would help
Italy but he did not.

IA De Monarchia Dante gives the '"view that the
T n180 Also,

: : ; 3 1 mankind.
Znperor was designated by God to rule all manizind

. ~1 . 7.14.
r of the Pope, the Vicar of Christ, does nov

"that authority
r matters u181
supersede that of the Zmperor, in secular mavtert:.

ons of the Divine

iscussi
) Dl L y, ]'9_—6"] ;, p. ‘l]o

and compan

o -
]7’Irma Brandeis (e@.)
~0zedy (Boston: D. C. Heath

180 = @ .
““Fergusson, p. 70

16115 4.




nte '"maintains that mankind, in 3 ”
“ilnd, in hig time, must recogni

s 7~ ~ m Y ha) s onlze

one secular monarch, the Emneror as well

= as the Pope,

whose authority (

rm.ttezc‘S-"]&2

he assun
Sumes) is Supreme in religious

ke Bags .
Dante believed in the 0ld Roman Empire. The Empire
to Dante was a politically sound state He felt that it

. hat i

-

fered a standard fornm of justice.

iy

o) beli -
He also believed that

it brought world unity andg kept the civilizeg world fromn
splintering politically and destroying itself Dante's
opinion was that a world community under a strong Emperor

could offer stability to political problems. He also
felt that a revision of the Empire concept would unite
Europe and bring it out of its medieval turmoil.

Dante's method of argument for Empire was historical.
He believed that "the world was never so peaceful as it was
at the time of the rule of fmgustl.ls."183 He argued that

he Empire was so good that Christ came during its peace-

-

ck

fulness. Dante also believed that the Romans ruled because

. ¥ © £
they were noble and that they always did what was best Ior

) _— P and
Wi samESEEEaIah OF Rome.]SLP He felt that the Church

18215 4.

184154, p. 186.
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“mplre would exercise
the temporal powers and the Churc}
aurch woulg €xercise the

5 "‘&e 1 3 )
the staté could rule equally,
religious powers.

Dante, in short, wan=
sy Wanted g vy Mo
70orld commonly controlleq

by a strong Emperor an tro: )
by @ S g Emy d & strong Church. He gig not want

separate nations because he felt that they breg separate

interests and separate interests bred wars ang distrust.

While Dante expounded his ideas of Enpire, Europe was going

in the opposite direction., "Ip medieval fact, the dominant

trend was toward the building of separate nation states.n185
In the "Inferno' Dante referred to twenty-three

countries or national groups. He referred to in fact or

mentioned in some form Italy, the Israelites, the Trojans,

t=3
5]

yPpt, Greece and Macedonia, Persia, Crete, the Assyrians,

the Babylonians, Germany, Libya, India, Spain, Portugal and
Cyprus. These references indicate the historical influence
of the classics and of great dead civilizations on a great

nedieval mind-=Dante's. They also show the constrictioans

- N
laid upon the medieval man by the geographical limitations
of the Middle Ages.
made reference to the Church or the papa;y a
ne nine different Popes.

o

ine V (1294=1295),

r times not includi

Dante listed or mentioned Popes Celest

|

. 0 New York:
]85*‘ -rt Lewlis Medieval POlltlcal _I_@E.a_s- (
W & "’ ’ - s -

- v

Alfred 4. Koopf, 1954), p. 430-
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Anastasius I7 (496-498)

- 1ent 505=- 35 i ’

clenent V (1305=1314), Hicholas IIT (1277-1280)
?

| B > Nichols
(1059-1081), Gregory I (590-g0y), 5

and Martin Iy (1281-1285)

iy

cri A ~ 2] re Crences Lha t; 3'{" + ik at ~a S
gist ca pe taln to ancielu ni or, ¥
st ol N STOz '3 Seiore
74 are mentv P41 f rey tirp 2 _f o - | &
: oned I0r nes, Re erenc that ol cO
il aces at apo q
)5 ar v PRLY

o
=
O
H .
Q
N
}__l
3

eriod are consider :
asidered a total of forty-one

imes. In relation t 2
times action to local aspects, those of Florence ang

N

the Guelf and Ghibelline struggle,

there are forty-nine
references. These numerous references imply Dante's under-
standing and political awareness of his times. The chief
problems and.eras of history that had gone ‘befcre Dante
were reflected in his "Inferno." These included-=-the
ancient period, with its wealth of literature and history,
with its historical lessons; the great issue of his day,

Pope vs. EZmperor; the great Italian institution of the

— - - 3 o~ o i 1 v 1:
. Dante's "Inferno' then is a preclen lhetoricas, WoSs

definitive in the sense that it refers to +he occurrences

. ) by aps . i i1 c “n
that affected the history of the Middle Ages, which, in turn,
~ ) Y 8! te. The
was affected by the struggle of Caurca g, et
. ) . v a ma‘or
entire worl: can be read as a history as well as J

¥orx of literature.
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