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Thesis Statement:
I want to explore my creative 
process by combining my commercial 
photography with my practices of 
collage and landscape photography. 
Through this, I want to learn more 
about my practice and see what may 
change.

Thesis Proposal:
I will focus on the mediums that 
were not originally seen as fine 
art and their connections. 
Because collage accepts any 
material I believe it will 
operate well as a form to connect 
the two practices. I plan to use 
instant film to show the viewer the 
creative process I use with a
 material that is considered 
snapshot photography.



Artist Bio:

Stephenie Knight works primarily in the 
fields of photography and collage. She 
was born and currently works in 
Clarksville, Tennessee. 
Stephenie first became interested in fine 
art during her sophomore year of high 
school; she did not discover her passion 
for collage or photography until her 
sophomore year of college at Austin Peay 
State University. 
	 For the last two years, Stephenie has 
had work shown in the Art + Design 50th 
and 51st Annual Student Juried 
Exhibition. She worked as a 
photography intern for the Center for 
Excellence of the Creative Arts (CECA) 
in 2018. Stephenie is currently working 
as an event photographer for CECA while 
experimenting with her processes and 
questioning what defines her art
practice. This coming January she will 
have her second solo exhibition at the 
Framemaker.



Artist Statement:
	 Art is creation, failure, experimentation, destruction, 
structure, and disorganization all wrapped into the artist’s 
experience. Not all art is meant to be seen, it can also be 
therapeutic and personal. Some personal art can be shared, but 
others are for the artist to understand how to visualize, 
organize, and better understand the world we live in. This 
series lives somewhere in-between.
Throughout my time at Austin Peay State University I have begun 
to question where the differences lay between commercial and 
personal artwork. Both forms of artwork are related by their 
creation processes but differ in many ways. Commercial art is 
generic and demands that I photograph what the client wants. My 
studio work is what I enjoy doing and where I get to exercise 
my creativity. 
In my series “En·ig·mat·ic” I outline the creative process of 
learning, which most viewers are not present to see. One 
particular failure can only happen once before you try 
something else and fail differently. Due to this 
characteristic, I chose to use instant film photography because 
the same photo can never be reproduced. The instant film is 
smaller because it is a more personal experience that only the 
artist is aware of. 
I balance disorienting the viewer while still allowing them to 
understand the work. The collages of personal work (the 
landscapes and structures) address manmade structures imposing 
on the natural landscape, while the commercial collages (the 
band photos) allow the viewer to have a sense of 
continuously looking for the composition that the client will 
want. The large work that combines commercial and personal 
images address my love for both forms of photography. There are 
aspects of my commercial work that I am striving to include in 
my practice such as the movement of dance and the lighting and 
drama of theatre.
The large collage is placed opposite from the instant film 
photographs to illustrate that the viewer is more aware of the 
final product, rather than the work that is put in by the 
artist. For this same reason, I wanted to use analog collage 
rather than digital because the work and mistakes are 

physically represented.
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College Art Student Exhibition
Cummins Station
Nashville, TN

2019

Art + Design 51st Annual Student Juried Exhibition 
The New Gallery
 Clarksville, TN
Art + Design 50th Annual Student Juried Exhibition
The New Gallery
Clarksville, TN

2019

2018

2020 Women of the Hour
Journey’s Eye Studio
 Clarksville, TN

2019 En·ig·mat·ic
Barbara Beach Gallery
Austin Peay State University, Clarksville, TN

2020 Deconstruction
Framemaker
Clarksville, TN

Afterparty
Living Gallery,
Clarksville, TN

2019

Promotional Image
Edited digital photo
Clarksville,TN

2018

2018

2019

2018

Autism Portrait #1
Mixed media (11 x 14in.) graphite and acrylic on the back of a puzzle
Clarksville,TN
Autism Portrait #2
Mixed media (11 x 14in.) graphite and acrylic on the back of a puzzle
Clarksville,TN

Private Art Commissions

In Memory Of
Digital design
Clarksville,TN

Group Exhibitions

Solo Exhibitions



2019 Living Gallery Studio
Co-Chair
Living Gallery, Austin Peay State University, Clarksville, TN

Technical Abilites

Adobe Indesign CC
Adobe Illustrator
Adobe Photoshop CC
Analog Photography
Collage
Digital Photography
Letterpress
Vandercook
Silkscreen

Residencies



Orignal Proposal:

I want to show the connections

between photography and 

printmaking by physically 

combining the two through 

collage, while also questioning 

what is considered fine art.



First Presentation:

Thesis Proposal



















Second Presentation:

Thesis Progress



















Work in Progress



I knew the grid was 
something I wanted to 
do from the beginning. 
I did a small one on a 
wood panel, my peers in-
formed me that it was 
not operating well. So I 
made a grid of 77 
instant film photos on 
a 30 x 40 canvas back 
with wood. It will not 
be exhibited because it 
is still not operating 
properly with my 
thesis.

4150



At the beginning of the 
class I was not sure how 
I wanted to combine 
collage, printmaking, 
and photography. I just 
began working in 
different orders. In 
this experiment I used 
collage to make a 
copper etching. 
Polishing the plate 
allows it to retain the 
white areas better and 
makes wiping the plate 
easier.

4150



4160

I began my 
process by 
looking at my 
photo 
narrowing them 
down and printing 
them out to pair 
them.

I printed out two 
large images and cut 
them in 1/2 inch 
strips. I lay out the 
strips and 
alternate the two 
images. For larger 
collages I used 
panels for easy 
transport. 

When handling my in-
stant film after 
cleaning it I wore 
cotton gloves to 
avoid scratching it 
while leveling and 
hanging the show.



Exhibtion 
Documentation



4160

Stephenie Knight
Imposing Structure #1
Installation View
2019
Photographic Collage on Foam core
5 x 14.5 inches



4160

Stephenie Knight
Imposing Structure #2
Installation view
2019
Photographic Collage on 
foam core
10 x 24 inches

Stephenie Knight
Imposing Structure #2
Detail
2019
Photographic Collage on foam core 



4160

Stephenie Knight
Imposing Structure #3
Installation View
2019
Photographic Collage on foam core
17 x 49 inches

Stephenie Knight
Unification
Installation View
2019
Photographic Collage on foam core
24 x 67 inches



4160

Stephenie Knight
Commercial Eye #3
Installation View
2019
Photographic Collage on foam core
17 x 47 inches

Stephenie Knight
Commercial Eye #2
Installation View
2019
Photographic Collage on foam core
17 x 47 inches



4160

Stephenie Knight
Commercial Eye #1
Installation View
2019
Photographic Collage on Foamcore
5 x 14.5 inches



4160

Stephenie Knight
En·ig·mat·ic
Installation View
2019

Stephenie Knight
En·ig·mat·ic
Detail
2019



Promotion



Promotion

Poster

TV Ad



4160

Stephenie Knight
En·ig·mat·ic
Detail
2019

Stephenie Knight
En·ig·mat·ic
Instant Film
2019



Self Reflection
	 When I started 4150 I had a very vague idea of 
what I wanted to do. Enigmatic came from the 
concept of attempting to understand what art means, 
this transformed into a reflection of my creative 
method. Numerous pieces that I spent countless hours 
on were scrapped and replaced. Although the show idea 
was now loosely following my artistic process, I also 
wanted to give my work more content in imposing 
structure and combining my business practice with my 
practice. 
This exhibition allowed me to no longer perceive a 
divide in my commercial and personal work. Anything 
that I am paid to do is now on the board to be used in 
my photographic collages and it feels very liberating. 
This series is leading me in so many varying 
directions, I feel like I have countless ideas to 
explore, I cannot see the end of this style of my work 
and how far I can push it. I hope that eventually, I 
can apply a collage directly onto a wall, filling the 
entirety of the height and width. 
I do wish I had come to this final idea sooner so I 
could have done the collages on wood panels to avoid 
the frailty of the foam core that is so easily dented 
and damaged. For my show in January, I have been 
making these collages on ½ inch thick wood panel. The 
½ inch wood allows me to consider the edges of the 
collage because I can wrap part of the photograph 
around the side; I found that I disliked the bald ¼ 
inch thick foam core edge that looked unconsidered to 
me.
Overall, this exhibition allowed me to solidify my 
artistic style, which to me makes it successful. I 
feel proud of the exhibition I put forward if only for 
this sense of clarity and freedom to explore so many 
paths from this idea.


