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“From Marble” is a short animated love story that 
illustrates growth through transformation and 

severance from the ties of trauma.

Thesis Statement



	 The animation will depict a story about a 
young writer, Samuele Moretti, who has moved 
into an old Italian villa to  find inspiration.
	 The animation will be presented in an 
exhibition format. This will display the 
storyboard, concept art, and the  final product.

Thesis Proposal



Artist Biography

	 Matthias Lea is an illustrator and animator. He was born in 

Huntington, West Virginia in 1998 and is currently residing in 

Clarksville, Tennessee. He is going to earn his BFA in Studio Art 

in the Fall of 2019. His body of work consists of stylized realism 

in the digital form. He creates portraits with heavy symbolism 

dating from the classical era. His visual inspiration comes from 

Renaissance art and stories. His thematic inspiration comes from 

past experience with trauma and living as an LGBT individual.



Curriculum Vitae



	 For my thesis, my medium is animation. I plan to display 
the themes of love and transformation. I want the audience to 
empathize with these characters I’ve created.
	 The story is about a young writer, Samuele Moretti, who 
has moved into an old Italian villa to find inspiration. While 
settling in, he discovers the sculpture in his library is alive. It is 
brought to light that this transformation has happened under 
unfortunate circumstances, and they set out to find a way to set 
him free.
	 I plan to present the animation in an exhibition format. 
This will display the process of getting to the end product. I will 
display beginning sketches, storyboards, and the final animation.

Original Thesis Proposal
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