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I. DEF INITION OF THE PROBLEM 

GENERAL ST~T EMENT 

IT IS THE PURPOSE OF THI S STUDY TO RECO RD A HISTORY 

OF THE ME MPHIS, CLARKSVILL E, AND LOUISVILLE RAILROAD IN 

MONTGOMERY COUNTY, TENNESSEE. 

SUB-PROB LEM S. TO PROSECUTE THIS STUDY, IT IS NECES-

SARY TO DEVELOP THE FOLLOW ING SUB-PROBLEMS: 

1. 

2. 

J . 

TO INVES TI GAT E THE EARLY HISTOR Y OF THE RA IL­
ROAD MOVEMENT IN TENNESSEE . 
THE MEMPHIS , CLARKS VILLE , AND LOUIS VI LLE RAIL-
ROAD: BEFORE THE: Crv1L WAR . i~ • 
THE RECE IVERSHIP AND SALE OF THE MEMPHIS , 
CLARKSVILLE, AND LOUISVILLE RAILROAD. 

BASIC ASSUMPTIONS 

IN ORDER TO CLARIFY THE PROB LEM AND CARRY ON A RE LI ­

ABLE RESEARCH PROJECT , IT I~ NECE SSARY TO MA KE THE FOLLOW I NG 

ASSUMPTION S: 

1. 

2. 

A HISTORY OF THE RAILROAD .MOVEMENT IS OF IM­
PORTANCE TO HISTOR IANS AND ECONOMISTS. 
TH E MEMPH IS , CLARKSVILLE , AND LOUISVILLE RAIL­
ROAD AS ITS FIRST RAILROAD , WA S OF VAST . IM­
PORTANCE TO CLAR KSVILL E ANO ONTGOMERY CO UNTY , 
TENNESSEE. 

1 

J. THE FORERUNNER OF THE PRESENT DAY RAILROADS 
IN MONTG OMERY COUNTY WAS THE ~EMPH IS , CLARKSVIL LE, 
AN D LOUISVILLE RAILROAD. 
THE SUCCESSOR TO THE MEMPHIS , CLARKSVILLE, AND 4. LOUISVILLE RAI LROAD IS OF GRE AT IMPORT ANCE TO 
CLARKSVILLE AND MONTGOMERY COUNT Y AT THE 
PRESENT TIME. 



I MPOR TANCE OF~ STUDY 2 

THIS STUDY IS OF IMPORT ANCE BECAU SE IT ADOS TO TH E 

EXISTING KNOWLEDGE OF THE HISTORY OF CLARKSVILLE AND MONT­

GOMERY COUNTY , TENNESSEE. IT IS IMPORTANT AS BASIC RESEARCH 

UPON WHICH FURTHER STUDIES MAY DRAW INFO RMAT ION. 

LIMITATIONS 

THIS STUDY IS LI MI TED TO THE CHARTERING OPERATION , , 
AND SALE OF THE MEMPHIS, CLA8KSVILLE, AND LOUISVILLE RAIL­

ROAD IN ~ONTGOMERY COUNTY, TENNESSEE, AND THE EVENTS WHICH 

LED UP TO THE CHARTER. 

METHODS ANO PROCEDURES 

THE PROCEDUR ES USED WERE THOSE OF COMPILING DATA FROM 

THE EARLY NEWSPAPERS OF CLARKSVILLE , TENNESSEE , AND OF EX­

AMIN ING THE MINUTES OF THE ~ONTG OMERY COU NTY COURT AND TH E 

DEED RECORDS OF THAT COUNTY, RESEARCH WAS MADE INTO THE 

MATER I ALS AT THE TENNESSEE STATE LIBRARY AND ARCH IVES AT 

NASHVILLE , TENNESS EE , THE AUSTIN PEAY STATE COLLEGE LIBRARY , 

ANO THE CLAR KSV ILLE CITY LIBRARY. THE DATA WERE GATHERED 

FROM NEWSPAPERS , COURT RECORDS , TENNESSEE STATE RECORDS , 

BOOKS U PUBLISHED MANUSCRIPTS, AND PAMPHLETS. THE MATER-
' 

IALS WERE SIFTED AND ORGANIZED INTO A NARRATIVE RECORD , USING 

THE HISTORICAL METHOD AS THE BAS IC TYPE OF RESEARCH. 



SURVEY OF THE RE LATED LITERATURE 

ONLY FRAGME NTA RY INFORMATION ABOUT THE SUBJECT WAS 

OB SERV ED THE PRO CESS OF RESEARCH . IT IS EVIDENT THAT NO 

PREV IOU S EFF ORT HAS BEEN MADE TO COM P I LE A HISTORY OF THE 

~EM PHIS, CLARKSV IL LE , AND LOUISV I LLE RA I LROAD AS IT PERTAI NS 

TO ~ONTG OM ER Y COUNT Y, TEN NESSEE. 

ORG AN I ZAT ION OF MAT ERI AL 

TH IS ST UDY IS DIVIDE D INTO F IVE DIV IS IONS. DIVI S ION 

ON E DEA LS WIT H THE DEF INITI ON OF THE PROBLEM AND RELATED 

MATER I ALS. THE SECOND DI VISI ON GIVES THE EARLY HISTORY OF 

3 

THE RAILROAD WOVEME NT IN TENNE SS EE . DIV IS ION THREE TAKES UP 

THE CH ARTER ING AND OPERATI ON OF THE MEMPHIS , CLARKSV I LLE , AND 

LOUISVILLE RAILRO AD. THE FOURTH DIVISION TELLS OF THE RECEIV­

ERS HIP OF THE MEMPHIS, CLARKSVILLE , AND LOUISVILLE RAILRO AD, 

AN D ITS EVENTUAL SALE TO THE LOUISVILLE AN D NASHVILLE RAIL­

ROAD COMPANY. DIVISI ON FI VE SURVEYS THE STUDY AND SUMMARIZES 

THE CONCLUSIONS RELATING TO THE STUDY. 



4 

I I . E~RLY HISTORY OF THE RA ILROAD 
MOVEMENT IN TE NNESSEE 

THE PROBLEM OF INTERNAL TRANSPORTATION IN THE STATE OF 

TENNESSEE HAO BEEN A GRAVE AND MUCH DISCUSSED PROBLEM IN THE 

EARLY NIN ETEE NTH CENTURY. THE RE WERE ARGUMENTS FOR AND 

AGAINST FEDERAL AID TO INTERNAL IMPROVEMENTS, ANO FOR STATE 

AI D TO INTERNAL IMPROVEMENTS. 

IN JANUARY OF 1830, THE FIRST SIGNIFICA T APP ROP RIATION 

BY TENN ESSE E FOR INTERNAL l~PROVEMENTS WAS PASSED BY THE 

ST ATE. SE NAT E. 
1 

THIS HOPE OF STAT E AID TRIGGERED THE RAILROAD MO VE­

MENT IN THE STATE, ONLY A YEA R AFTER THE FIRST LOCOMOT IV E 

WAS IMP ORTED INT O THIS COUNTRY FROM ENGLAND . AMO NG THE 

FIRST THREE RAILROAD COMPAN I ES TO BE CHARTERED WAS THE 

CLARKSV ILLE . AD RU SSELVILLE RAILROAD WHEN , ON DECEMBER 8, 
2 

1811, THE STATE LEGISLATURE PROVIDED FOR ITS INCORPORATION. 

THIS CHARTER WAS FORFE ITED WHEN THE INC ORPORATORS WERE UN-
3 

STANLEY J OHN FOLNSBEE, SECT IONAL ISM~ INT ERNAL IM­
PROVEME NTS IN TENNESSEE , 1796-1845 (KNOXVILLE: EAST IENNESSEE 
HISTORICA L 'SoCIETY , 19J9), p.'/9. 

2 . 
,-'HILIP tv' , HAMER (ED,) , TENNESSEE ,~ HISTO RY -- 1673-

1932 (NEW YOR K: AMERICAN HISTO RICAL SOCIETY , I NC ., 193:rr;-
Voe-: I , P • 4-00 • 



ABLE TO RAISE THE REQUI RED AMOU NT OF CAPITAL. 5 

HEN ONE AFTER ANOTHER OF THE EARLY RAILROAD COMPANIES 

HAO TO FORFEIT THEIR CHARTERS, IT BECAME EVIDENT THAT THE RE 

WAS AN INADEQUACY OF PRIVATE CAPITAL IN TENNESSEE TO FINANCE 

SUCH AN E~TER PRIS E. 

THE LEGISLATURE OF 1835-36 PROVIDED FOR A SYSTEM OF 

TERNAL IMPROVEMENTS IN THE STATE AND GAVE INCORPORATION 

RIGHTS TO SEVERAL RAILRO AD S INCLUDING THE CLARKSVILLE ANO 
4 

RUSSELVILLE. THIS COMPANY FAILED (AS DID MOST OF THE OTHERS) 

TO SECURE EVEN TWO-THIRDS OF THE REQUIRE D CAPITAL, THE OTHER 

ONE-THIRD TO BE SUBSCRIBED BY THE STATE. 

A MOVEMENT WAS INSTITUTED IN AU GUST OF 1836 TO HAVE 

THE STATE PAY THE WHOLE COST OF A SYSTEM OF INTERNAL IM­

PROVEMEN TS. THE SUCCESS OF THE ER IE CA NAL BUILT BY THE STATE 

OF NEW YORK WA S REFERRED TO IN THIS ARGUMENT. IT WAS PROPOSED 

TH AT THE STATE COULD RETIRE BONDS IN TWENTY YEAR S TO PAY FOR 

THIS, ANO FOR THE FIFTEEN MILLION DOLLAR INVESTMENT, MAKE THE 

PEOPLE OF THE STATE ONE HUND RED AD FIFTY MILLION DOLLARS 

RICHER. 
5 

THE PANIC OF 18J7 VIRTU ALLY STOPPED ALL FORWARD MOVE-

MENT ON THE RAILROAD PROJUCTS AND CAUSED THE PEOPLE OF THE 

STATE TO LOOK WITH DISFAVOR ON THE PROJECT FOR MANY YEARS. 

IBID., p.410. 

5 
~•, p. 411 • 



N JANUARY 1, 1850 , THERE WAS NOT A SINGLE MILE OF 

RAILROAD IN OPERATION IN TENNESSEE , WHILE IN NEIGHBORING 

STATES THE FOLLOWING MILEAGES WE RE IN OPERATION : KENTUCKY--

28 
'
. Ml 98 6 S~ ISSIPP I-- ; ALABAMA--111 ; GEORGIA--6J1 . 

6 

INTEREST WAS REV IVED IN THE RAILROADS WITH THE RE­

SUMPTION OF WORK ON THE YES~ERN AND ATLANTA RAILROAD I N 

GEORGIA , WITH THE PROSPECT OF A TERMINUS IN CHATTA NOOGA .? 

THE MEMPH IS RAILROAD CONVENTION OF 1845 ALSO SERVED TO RENEW 

INTEREST. 
;., 

A MOVE WAS MADE IN THE LEG ISLATURE OF 1849- 50 TO 

SECURE THE ENACTME NT OF A GENERA L STATE AI D LAW TO THE RAI L-
8 

ROADS . THE BILL FAIL ED , BUT I N THE SUC CEE DING LEGISLATURE 

IT MET WITH APPROVA L ANO w~s PASSED OF FEBRUARY 11, 1852 . 

THE ACT AU THORI ZED AI D TO THE FOLLOW I G CO PAN I ES : THE EAST 

TENNESSEE AND VIR GI IA ; THE CHATTANOOGA , HARR ISON , GEORGE­

TOWN AN D CHAR LESTON ; THE NASHVILLE AD NORTHWESTERN ; THE 

LOUISVIL LE AND NASHV ILLE; THE SOUTHWESTERN ; THE McM I NNV I LLE 

AND MANCHESTER ; THE MEMPHIS AND CHARLE STON; THE N~SHV I LLE AND 

SOU THERN; THE MOBI LE AND 0Ht0; THE ASHV I LLE AND EMPHIS ; THE 

NASHVILLE AND CINCINNAT I; THE EAST TENNESSEE AD GEORG I A; 

THE MEMPHIS , CLARKSV I LLE AND LOUISVILL E; AND THE Wt CHESTER 

AND ALA BAMA. 

6 
J..§.!_Q. , p . 421 . 

7 
I B t D. , P • 422 • -

8 
IB I D., P . 42J. 



THE ACT PROV IDED THAT WHE N THE COWPANY SHOULD HAVE 

GRADED ANO BR I DGED ANO PREPARED FOR IRO N RA ILS AND HAVE , 
REA DY TO PUT DOWN TIMBERS FOR THE RA ILS ON A THIRTY MILE 

SECTION FROM EITH ER TER MINU S, THE GOVERNOR WOU LD ISS UE THE 

STATE 'S SIX PER CENT BONDS I N AMOUNT NO T TO EXCEED 8000 . 00 

PER MILF ( INCREASED TO .10,000. 00 IN SOME CASES IN 18_54.) 

WHEN THE ROADS FOUND IT IMPOSSIBLE TO BU ILD BRIDGES 

WIT HOU T STATE AID, THE STATE ADO PTED THE POL ICY OF LENDING 

MONE Y FOR THAT PURPOSE . 9 

SU~MARY 

THE RAILROAD MOVEMENT IN TE ESSEE CAME J UST AFTER 

THE MO VEMENT ST ARTED IN THE WHO LE EASTER SE ABOARD OF THE 

UN IT ED STATES. THE DEV ELOPMENT WAS SLOWER THAN IN SOME 

PL ACES BECAUSE OF LIMITED CAP IT AL . THAT PRO GRESS WH I CH HAD 

BEEN MADE WAS SLOWED BY THE PANIC OF 18J7 . 

FINA LLY , I N 1850 , AFTER A LIBERAL STATE AID LAW WAS 

PASSED , THE MOVEMENT GAIN ED MOMENTUM . 

7 



I 11. THE ~iEtvPH I f- CL RKSV ILLE 
A 10 LOUISVILLt RA ILRO~O , 

BEFORE HE CIVIL ' R 

THE MEMPH IS, CLAR KSV ILLE, AD LOU ISVILLE RAILROAD 

RE CE IVE D ITS CHARTER O FEBRUARY 11 , 1852 , BY A ACT OF 

THE GENERAL ASSE BLY OF THE STATE OF E ESS EE. THE 

PURPOSE OF TH E CH ARTE R AS GI VE AS 11 •• ,. THE CO ST RU CTI ON, 

US E ANO AINT E A CE OF A RA ILROAD FRO 1E PHIS I 

TENNESS EE THROUGH CLAR KSV ILLE TO LOU l SV ILLE, OR TO 

SOME SU ITAB LE PO I T HERE THE RA ILRO O SH LL I TERSECT 

THEN ASHV ILLE AO LOU ISV IL LE R IL O O I THE ST TE OF 
10 

KENTUC KY. 

IT WAS E PO EREO TO U I E 1TH A Y CO PA Y 

CHARTERED BY THE ST E Of K TUCKY O E BU ILT FRO 

LOU ISVI LLE TO s E POI Tor I ERSECT I • 

THE CAP IT L STOCK OF THE co· y AS SET T 

THREE 

10 
FOR FU LL E T' SEE PPE 01 X . • 

8 



9 MILLION DOLLARS , WITH POWER TO INC REASE TO FOUR MI LLION. 

SHARES WERE TO BE ONE HUNDRED DOLLARS EACH. THE NUMBER OF 

SHARES PER VOTE IN THE COMPANY WAS ALSO EXPLIC ITLY SET OU T IN 

THE CHARTER . ~HEN FIFTY THOUSAND DOLL 4RS WORTH OF STOCK w~s 

SUBSCRIBE D, THE CORPORATION WAS TO BE ALLOWED TO ORGAN I ZE 

AND ELECT A BOARD OF DI RECTORS , WHO OULD ELECT OFF IC ERS . 

THE COMPANY WAS GIVE THE RIGHT TO CO NSTRUCT THE RA IL­

ROAD ALONG ANY PUBL I C ROAD OR WATER COU RSE , PROV IDED THAT THE 

RAILROAD AND TURNP I KE CO PANIES COU LD CO E TO TERMS BY THE 

TURNPIKE COMPANY SUBSCR IBI G TO STOCK THE RA I LROAD CO PAY 

FOR THE AMOUNT OF ITS CLAIM. 

THE CO PAY AS GIVEN TE YEA S TO Fl ISH THE RA IL­

ROAD AND FIV E YEARS TO FINIS H THAT PO RTI O FRO CLARKSV I LLE 

TO THE KE 'TUCKY LI E OR J UNCTI O WITH THE LOUISVIL LE ANO 

NASHV I LLE RAIL ROAD. 

THE CH RTER AS TO BE CO FERR EO FOR PER IOD OF I NETY-

NINE YEARS WHENE VER THE PORTI O OF THE R ILROAD FRO CLARKS­

VIL LE TO THE E TU CKY LI E SHOULD BE CO PLET ED . 

SECTI O ELEVE OF THE ~CT OF CARTER , THE COMPANY 

THE RIG HT TO I TERSECT A110 U1 I TE I TH JHE ORTH­WAS GIVE 

NE ST ERN RA IL ROAD A !Q THE ASHV ILLE AO E PH IS RAILROAD (LATER 

THE MEMPH IS AD 
HIO) AT A y PO I T OR PO I TS BETVEEN CLARKSV IL LE 

AN O MEMP HI S . 

THE PRO GRESS APPEARS TO 
AYE BEEN SLOW TOWARD TH E FUL-

THE PROVI S IONS OF THE CHARTER . 
FILLME NT OF 

IT WAS NE AR LY 



0 
FOUR YEARS AFTER THE ACT PASSED THE LEG ISLATURE BCFOR A AD-

VERTISE ENT WAS MADE FOR BIOS ON THE CO NST RUCTI ON OF THE RA I L­

ROAD. THE FI RST ADVERTiS EM ENT FOR BIOS AP PEARED IN THE 

CLARKSV l ~L~ J EFF ERSO NIAN ON J AN UARY 23, 1856: 11 

TO RAILROAD CONTRACTORS 

ME MPHIS , CLARKSVILLE, AND LOUISVILLE RAILROAD. 

THE BOARD OF THE ABOVE COM PANY INVITE BIDS FOR THE CON­

STR UCTION OF THEIR ROAD FROM THE KENTUCKY STATE LINE TO THE 

CUMBERLAND RIVER AT CLAR KSVILL E. 

THIS~OAD WILL INTE RSECT AT THE KENTUCKY STATE LINE 

THE BRANCH OF THE LOUIS VILLE ANO NASHV ILL E ROAD FRO BOWL ING 

GREEN , KENTUCKY, AND THE MEMPHIS AND OH IO ROAD AT THE TEN NESSEE 

RIVER. 

OTHER SECTIONS AS WELL AS THE BU I LD ING OF THE BR IDGE 

ACROSS THE CUMBERLAND RIV ER WILL BE LET HEREAFTER. THE ROAD 

WILL BE LET IN SECTIONS OF ONE OR MORE MILES TO SU IT CON­

TRACTORS. 

MAPS , PROFILES AND PLANS CAN BE SEEN AT THE OFFICE OF 

THE COMPANY IN CLARKSV IL LE OR ENQU I RY MADE OF THE UNDERS IGNED • 

• 8. MUNFORD , PRES IDENT 
EMPH IS, CLARKSVILLE , AND LOUISVILLE RAILROAD 

12 
AN EDITORIAL IN THE SAME EDITI ON ADMO NISHED THE 

ADVERTISEMENT IN THE CLARKSVILL E J EFFE RSONIAN, JAN­

UAR Y 2J, 1856, 

12 THE CLARKSVILLE J EFFERS ONIAN, JANUA RY 23, 1856~ 



DIRECTORS OF THE MEMPH IS, CLARKSVIL LE ANO Lou 1sv 1e 

ROAD TC MAKE HASTE ANO C0~1' ENCE THE ROAD BEFORE iHE EXP I R­

AT I ON DATE OF THE PROV IS IONAL CHARTER . IMPATIE NC E OF TH E 

PEOP LE OF THE COM~U NITY WAS EXPR ESSED AT THE SLOW PROGRESS 

MADE I N SOME CO NCRETE BEGINNING OF TH E CONSTRUCTION. 

I N ENSUIN G EDITI ON S, SEVERAL LETTERS TO THE EDITOR OF 

THE CLARKSVILLE JEFFERSONI AN SHOWED DISSATISFACTION WITH THE 

PRO GRES S l 1 1',i, OE. 

F INALLY ON APRIL JO, 1856, THE ANNOUNCEMENT WA S 

MA DE BY THE JEFFERSONIAN THAT THIRTY MIL ES OF THE RAILROAD 

HAD BEEN 11 PUT TO CONTRACT . n MESSERS CHAPLA IN, HOLMAN AND 

COMP ANY WERE THE SUCCESSFUL BIDDERS AND EXPRESSED THE HOPE 

THAT THEY vOULD Ht,llr:- THE THI RT Y Ml LES READY FOR THE RAILS BY 
13: 

JANUARY, 1858. IN THIS SAME ISSUE OF THE JEFFERSONIAN, THERE 

WA S A CALL FOR A MEET ING OF THE STOCKHOLDERS TO VOTE ON 
14 

ALT ERNATE ROUTES FOR THE ROAD. 

ON MAY 14, 1856, THE FOLLOW ING ADVERTISEMENT AP PEARED 

THE CLARKSV ILLE JEFFERSONI AN: - - . 
i_ TO THE PRESIDENT AND DIRECTORS OF THE MEMPHls,15 CL ARKSVILLE , AND LOUISVILLE RAILROAD COMPANY : 
GENTLEMEN: 

IN OBED I ENCE TO YOUR INSTRUCTIONS, I HAVE MADE AN 
11 

E RELAT IVE COST OF THE "UPPER AND LOWER ROUTES . ESTI W,t,,TE OF TH 

IBID. APR I L JO , 18 56 • 

15 6 
IBID. VAY 14, 185 • 

14 
IBID. 



Y F IRST ESTI MAT EW BR T 
WAS BASE D UPON TH AC ED RESTLE WOR K ON BOTH Lt ES 

E R B p E PRICES FIRST FIXED BY YOU R FORMER 
SUP POS ITION T~~~ET6. MY PR ESE NT EST IMATE IS MADE UPO 
BU I LT O EITH ER. TR ES TLE , OR TEM POR ARY WO RK WILL BE 

DIF FERE NC E 
15, 000. COST IN FAVOR OF TH E LOWER ROUTE 

THE LIN ES MEASUR E THE SAME LENGTH FROM POINT OF 
DIVERGE NCE TO PO INT OF INTE RSECT ION, EACH BE IN G TE N MILES 
IN LENGT H. 

2 

6 THE LOWER LINE CONT AINS ON E AND THREE-FOURTHS MIL ES 
OF O FTEET GRADE , ANO EIG HT AND ONE-FOURTH MILES LEVEL GRADE. 

HE UPPER LI NE CONT AINS SEVEN MI LES 60 TO 68 FEET 
GRADE ANO THREE MIL ES OF LEVEL GRADE. ' 

THE CURVAT URE ON EACH WOULD BE ABOU T EQUA L. 

RE SP ECT FU LLY SUBM ITTED , 

G. 8. FLE ECE 
W. 8. MUNFORD, PR ES IDENT 
W. P. HUME , SECRETARY 

CLARKSVI LLE , MAY 12TH, 1856. 
THE BO ARD OF M., C. & L. R. R. Co. MET. PRESENT , 

V • B. MUNFORD, PRES I T ., R. M. HousE , J. C. JOHNSON , L. 
BRAD LEY' • M. STEWA RT ' GEO. STACKER , J. Coss , GEO . H. 
· ARF I ELD, • BRO ADUS , JOSHU A ELDER AND W. P. HUME . 

THE FOLLOWING RES OL UTION WAS UNAN IMO USLY ADOPT ED , VI Z: 
RESOLV ED, THAT THE PRE SENT EXCIT EMENT IN TH IS COMM UNITY 

RE LAT IVE TO LOCATING THE RAILROAD ON WHAT IS TERM ED THE UPP ER 
AND LOWER ROUTES DEMA NDS AT THE HAND S OF THE DI RECTO RS A PUB­
LICATION OF TH E RES OLUT ION PASSED 22D MARCH , 1856, TOUCH ING 
THIS LOCAT ING QU EST ION, FEELIN G WELL ASSURED TH AT THE COURS E 
WI LL DO MUCH TO ALLAY THE PRESEN T EXCITEME NT IN THE MINDS OF 
ALL UNPREJU DICED AND SENS IBLE MEN; AN D THAT WE HEAR TILY AP­
PROVE OF THE CA LL FO R A MEETI NGOF THE STOCKHOLDERS TO HEAR 
THE FA CTS FOR THEMSE LVES . f E WILL SIMPLY SAY FUR THER THAT 
THE CI RCULAR INV ITI NG THE STOCKHOLDERS TO MEET ON THE 17TH 
I NST ., TO HEA R THE DISCUS SI ON, CONTA INS POS ITIONS WH ICH WE 
DO NOT ADM IT, AN D WH IC H WILL BE FUL LY DISCUSS ED. 

~ E ADD HE RETO, THE CO ST OF TH E TWO Rou1Es , BASED ON 
SO LI D AND PERMAN ENT WORK , WITH NO TR EST LE WO RK ON EITHER 
LI NE AS REPORTED BY OUR EN GI NEE R, WHOSE ACTS WE EN DORSE , 
( TH IS UPPER ROUTE NEVE R WAS SURVEY ED BY ADAMS PICK ETT OR ANY 
OT HER EXCEP T MR. G. 8. FLEECE . ) 

RES OLUT ION OF 22ND MARCH , 1856 . 
RES OL VE D, THAT VE WILL CAUSE FU LLY TO BE EXAM IN ED THE 

UPP ER ROU TE ABOVE THE TOWN OF CLARK SVILL E, AND IF THE RO UTE 
SHA LL APPE A~ PRACTICABLE, BUT COST MORE, WE WIL L SUBMIT THE 
SAM E TO THE VOT E OF THE STOCKHO LDERS, AND CLAR KSVI LLE AND 



PAR ISH VING BEE AGREED O AS POIN TS IN THE RO AD ~ ILL 3 
fOCATE THE ROA D FROM CL ARK SVI LL E TO THE CROSSI NG OF THE 
R~U T~S:E E RIVER , OFF ERI NG THE SHO RTES T, CHEAPE ST AND BEST 

OR A THROU GH ROUTE BETWEEN THESE PO INTS AND THAT WE 
WILL NOTIFY THE I . o . R. R. COMPA NY OF TH IS OUR DET ERM INA­
TI O , SHOWIN G TO THE TH AT ½E DESIRE ONLY J US TI CE ANO THAT 
WE WILL SUB IT ON NO OTH ER BAS IS. 

EVEN THOUGH IT APPEARED FR OM LETTERS TO THE EDITORS 

I N THE J EFFE ~SON I AN TH AT THERE WAS MUCH OPPOS ITION TO ONE 

ROU TE OR TH E OTH ER WH ICH AS PROPOSED BY THE RAIL ROAD WE 

FI NO THAT THE STOCKHOL DERS RE-EL ECTED THE SAME DIR ECTORS 

~ ITH ON LY ONE EXCEPT ION AND VOTE TO LEf~E TH E SELECT ION 

OF THE RO UTE TO THE BOARD OF DI RECTORS, 

THE GREAT DAY FINALLY ARRIVED AND WAS HERALDED IN 

THE NEWSPAPERS ON J UNE 25, 1856, 

WE AR E EXCEEDINGLY GR ATIFIED TH AT WE ARE AB LE 
TO ANNOUNCE TO OUR RE ADERS THAT THE GROUND HAS BEEN BROKEN 
UPON THE M. C. & L. R. R. , THE CONTRACTORS ANO LABORERS ARE 
UPON THE LINE, AND THE GRE AT ENTERPRISE, WHICH FOR FOUR 
YEA RS PAST HAS BEEN THE GREAT ANr7ABSORBING QUESTION AMONG 
OU R PEOP LE 18 AT LAS T UNDER WAY . 

ON MONDAY, JUNE 2J , 1856 , PRES IDENT MUNFORD OF THE 

• C. & L. BROKE GROUND AFTER TOASTS IN CHAMPAGNE AND AP-

PROPRI ATF SPEECHE~ . 

EVIDENTLY SOME PROGRESS WAS MADE IN THE CONSTRUCTION 

OF TH E RAILROAD AS AN ADVERT ISEMENT WAS PL ACED IN THE NEWs-
18 

PA PER ON FEB . 18, 1857, CALLING FOR A PAYMENT OF 5% OF THE 

16 6 THE CLARK SVILLE JEF FE RSONIAN, MA Y 28, 185 , P. 2. 

17 
IBID. JUNE 25, 1856 . 

18 
IBID. FEB. 18, 1857 , P, J , 



4 
SUB CRIB O srocK OF lHE MEMPH IS, CL ARKSVILLE , AN Lou, VIGL 
RAILROAD. 

C. 0. FAX0 , ED I TOR OF THE CLARKSVIL LE JEFFERSONIA , 

COM ENTED ON THE SAME DATE: 

As FAR AS WE CAN LEARN THE ~. C. & L. RAILROAD IS 
PROGRESS ! GAS FA ST AS COULD BE EXPECTED, THE CHIEF ENGI­
NEER INFOR SUS THAT THER E ARE 350 HA OS AT WORK ON IT IN 
TH [ VJCl~ITY OF THI S PLACE. THE ROAD IS NOW UNDER THE 
SUPERINTENDENCE OF NEW CONTRACTORS AN O BIDS FA JR TO DO MUCH 
BETTER IN THE FUTURE THAN IT HAS IN THE PAST . 17 

THE CONDI TIO OF THE ~ONE Y MARKET AT THE TIME MIGHT 

BE IN DICATE D BY THE PURCHASE PRICE OF MONTGOM ERY COUNTY AND 

CITY OF CL ARKSVILLE BONDS SOLD BY THE . M. C. & L. RAILROAD 

( RAILROAD BONDS WERE A DRUG ON THE MARKET AT THE TIME, AND 

BUYERS COU LD NOT BE FOUND FOR THEM . ) THE CITY BONDS SOLD FOR 
20 

AN AVE RAGE OF 69 J/4¢ AND THE COUNTY BONDS FOR 71 ¢ • 

CITIZENS OF CLARKSVILLE OBVI OUSLY MADE AN ATTEMPT TO 

STRE GTHEN THE BONO MARKET FOR CITY BONDS BY PURCHASI G 

$J00 ,000 WORTH OF CLARKSVI LLE CITY BON DS FROM THE LOUISVILLE 

AND NASHVI LLE RAILROAD . 
21 

BY OCTOBER OF 1857 DISCOUNTS WERE SO HIGH ON STATE 

BON CS TH AT TWO BILLS WERE INTRODUCED IN THE LEGISL ATURE TO 

DISCON TI UE AID TO INTERNAL IMPROVEMENTS WITHIN THE ST ATE . 

THI S OBVIOUSLY WOUL D MEAN AN END TO THE MA NY RA ILROA~~ THEN 

ABUIL DING, ANO Fl ANCIAL DISASTER FOR THEIR BACKERS . 

19 ~-
20 

J..§1J2.• AP RI L 15, 1857, P. 2. 

21 S PT 23 1857, P. 2• ~•, E • ' 

22 
~ -, Ocr . 14, 1857 



THE ~ ILL S FA ILED , 
15 

HOWEVER ; AN D THE CRIS IS GR ADUA LLY PASSED , 

PROBAB LY BECAUSE OF A FAVOR ABLE REPOR T ON THE C ,ND ITI ON OF THE 
23 

RAI LR OADS IN TENNESS EE BY R. G. PAY NE , ROA D COMMISSI ONER . OME 

EXCERPTS FROM TH E REPORT WHIC H WOULD TEND TO LEN D CO NFIDENC E 

INCLUDE : 

"IT IS PROPER HERE TO STATE AS A FACT HIG HLY CRED IT­

ABLE TO THE TE NNE SSEE COMPANIE S, THAT THEY HAV E UNIF ORMLY MET 
24 

THE INTERES T ON THE IR STAT E OEBT. 11 

'' TH E MEMPH Is , Lou I sv ILLE, AND CLARKSVILLE COM PANY 

HAV E MADE NO DETA IL ED REPO RT; BUT I WILL HERE ST ATE THAT 

THIRTY MI LES OF THE IR ROAD IS UNDER CONT RACT AND A HEAVY 

WORK ING FORCE HAS BEEN ENG AGED ALONG THIS SECTI ON. THIS LI E 

WHEN F INISH ED WILL GIVE A DIRECT CONNECTION BETWEEN MEMPHIS 

ANO LOUIS VILLE, AND THERE BY RECE IV ES A LARGE AMO UNT OF THROUGH 

TR AVEL FROM BETWI XT }gUISVILLE AND NEW ORLEANS AND OTHER IN­

TERMED IA"T: E POINTS.
11 

THE ~ORK STILL CONTIN UED , BUT SLOWLY ON THE RAILROAD, 

AND IT WAS NECESSARY TO OBT AI N AN EXT ENSI ON OF TWO YEARS TO 
26 

COMP LETE THE FI RST THI RTY MIL ES . TH E BILL GRANTING THE EX-

23 
R G PAYNE ROAD COMM ISS IONER , " RE. PORT ON THE CON-

• 

0 

' II A S DI T I ON OF TH E RAI LR OADS IN TEN NESSEE , .~PP END IX TO ENATE AND 
HOUSE J OU RNALS, TENN ESS EE, 1857-58 (T ENN ESS EE STATE LI BR ARY ANO 
~RCHIVES , 1857-58), P. J7. 

24 
l§..!.P.. , P • 39. 

25 
~ ., P . 41. 

26THE CLARKSVIL LE J EFFERSONIAN , J ANUARY 20 , 18_58 , P. 2 . 



16 
TENS I ON HAD PAS SEO ALL BUT THE uAST, TWO READ I NQ3 IN THE T TE 

HOU SE OF REPRESENTATIVES WHEN REPORTED IN THE JEF FERSONIAN 

CN J ANUARY 20 , 1858 . 
I 

A SAVING OF BOTH TI ME AND MONEY WAS EFFECTED WH EN 

THE ~EMPH IS, CLARKS VILLE, ANO LOUISVILLE AND 1HE NORTHWE STERN 

RAILROAD COMPAN IES CON SOLIDATE D THE TWO LINES UPON THE PART 

OF THE ROU TE THAT WAS COMMON TO BOT H ROADS LYING BETWEEN THE 

TOWN S OF PARIS AND TENNESSEE RIDGE, WHICH IS SOME EI GHT OR 

TEN MILES THIS SID E OF TH E TENNESSEE R1v ER . MANY OT HER FOR­

MA L AND I NFORMA L CONSOL IDATIONS WERE MADE FOR THE PURPOSE OF 

REDUCING THE EXPENSE OF DU AL RA IL LINES BETWEEN T JO GIVEN 

POINTS . OTHER FACTOR THAT FAVORED THIS COOPERATI ON WAS THE 

AVAILABI LI TY OF STATE MONEY. THE RAILROAD COMPANI ES AP­

PROACHI NG THE TENNE SSEE RIVER FROM EITHER SIDE EACH SECURED 

THE MA XIMUM STIPEND ALLOWED BY THE STATE FOR THE PURPOSE 
27 

OF BUILDING A BR I DGE . 

THE CLARKSV ILLE JEFFE RSON IAN REPORTED ON JULY 28 , 

1858, , THAT THE MEMPHI S, CLARKSVILLE AND LOUISV ILL E RA ILROAD 

HAD ENTERED INTO A CONTRACT WITH McCOLLU~ , SEYMOUR AND 

HAVLEY FOR A RAILROAD BR IDGE ACROSS THE 
28 , . A Q 

CLARKSV ILLE. PR ES I DENT 1 • • UARLES 

27~ ., APRIL 28 , 1858 , P . 2 . 

28 
~ •, J ULY 28 , 1858, P . 2 . 

29~ ., AUGUS T 18, 1858, P. 2 • 

CU MB ER LAND .RIV ER AT 
29 

OF THE MEMPHIS , 



CLARKSV I LLE L 17 
' AD OU ISVI LLE TH EN ISSUED A CALL FOR FIV E PER 

CENT PA Y ENT ON ALL CAP ITAL STOC K, PAYABL E SEPT EMB ER FI RS T. 

TH E CITI ZENS OF LOU ISVILLE, KENTUCKY, EVIDE TLY 

BECOM ING WORR IED AB OUT THE SLOW CONNECTION OF THAT CITY WITH 

MEMPHIS , PASSED A BONO ISSU E OF JOO 000 , TO EXTEND THE RAIL-

ROAD FROM BOWLING GREEN TO THE KENTUC KY STATE LINE AT THE 

TERMIN US OF THE t EMP HIS, CLARKSVIL LE, AND LOUISVILLE RAILROAD . JO 

REAL PROGRESS BEGAN ON THE RAILROAD AFTER THE AR RIV AL 

OF TH E LOC OMOTIVE CL AR KSVILLE, AND A SUBSTANTIAL SUP PLY OF 

RA IL (BY BO AT.) THE FOLLOWIN G ART ICLE AP PEARED IN THE CLARKS­

VILLE NEWSPAPER : 

THE LOCOMOT IV E FOR THE MEMPHIS , CLAR KSVIL LE , AND 
LOUISVILLE RAILROAD HAS ARRIVED. THE GREATER PART OF OUR 
POPULATION HAVE LOOKED AT AND EXAMINED THE WONDER , ANO ALL 
HA VE CONCLUDED THAT IT WILL DO. 

0

E SHALL HEAR HIS SHRILL 
NEIGH IN A FEW DAYS WHEN HE WILL BE AT WORK LAYING THE TRACK, 
AN D THEN WE SHALL SEE WHETHER HE BELONGS TO THE FIRST LINE, 
OR WHETHER HE IS ONLY SCRUB STO CK. THIS LOCOMOTIVE IS CALLED 
THE CLAR KSV ILLE. IT IS AN EXCELLENT PIECE OF WORK AND APPEARS 
TO BE PERFECT IN ALL ITS PART S. 

WE ARE ENABLED TO AKE THE GRATIFYING A NO UNCEMENT 
THAT THE IRON RA IL S FOR OUR ROAD HAVE ARR IV ED , AND THAT . IM­
MENS E PILES OF IT ARE NOW LYING UPON THE RIV ER BANK, NEAR THE 
RAILROAD, ALL READY TO BE LAID DOWN. WITHIN THE PRESENT 
WEEK THE COI/ PANY HAVE HERE ABOUT SIX HUNDRED TONS OF RAILS-­
ENO UG H TO COMPLETE SEVEN MILES OF THE ROAD, AND OTHER AR RIVALS 
ARE EXPECTED . \ E NOW HAVE THE IRON, CROSS-TIES, LOCOMOTIV E, 
AND TRACK , AND IT IS ONLY NECESSARY TO ~YT THEM TOGETHER, AND _ 
TH AT WILL BE DONE IN A VERY SHORT TI ME. 

J2 
A RE PORT . FROM THE PR ESIDENT OF THE MEMPH IS, CLARKS-

JO 8 8 .!..§..!_Q., NOVEMBER 10, 1 5 • 
31 

j__§J__g_., 'rv: AY 18, 1859 • 

JZ~•, JUNE 29 , 1859. 



VILLE , 18 
D LOU ISVILLE RA IL RO D ATT tMPTED TO JUSTIFY THE LACK 

OF PROGRESS I N THE BUILDING OF THE ROAD BY POI Tl GOUT THE 

PRUDENCE OF DELAY! G THE CO STRUCTION OF THE MIDDLE SECTION 

OF A RA I LROAD U TI L TH E TWO ENDS SHOULD EET IT. HE EX-

P LA I NED THAT THE COMPA Y1 S PRINCIPAL WOULD BE EXHAUSTED NO 

IT WOU LD BE CALLEO UPO TO PAY INTEREST EF0RE THE ROAD W S 

I N A POSITION TO BECOME PRODUCT IVE. THE TRE ASURER ' S REPORT 

AT THE TI ME SHOWED ASSETS OF 1, 506 ,800 .00 FOR THE :EMPHI S, 

CLARKSV IL LE , AND LOUISVILLE RAILROAD. 

THE RAILROAD F l ALLY BEG AN OPERATION ON 0BTOBER 1, 

1859 , RUNNING FROM CLARKSVILLE TO TAIT 1 S STATION ON THE 

KENTUCKY STATE LINE , A DISTANCE OF THIRTEEN MILES . IT WAS 

ANNOUNCED THAT TRAINS WOULO RUN ON SUNDAYS FOR THE CONVENIENCE 

OF THOSE WIS HING TO ATTEND CHURCH IN THE CITY , A~0 

ALSO THAT THE TRAIJ'JWOUL0 MAKE TWO ROUND TRIPS TO THE 

STATE LINE EACH DAY. 

THE FOLLOW I NG ADVERTISEMENT APPEARED IN THE NEWS-
J4 

PAPER GIVING A FULL SCHEDULE OF TRAINS: 

RAI LR OAD NOT ICE 

TRAINS ON THE MEM PH IS, CLARKSVILLE, ANO LOUISV ILLE 
RA ILROAD WILL RUN AS FO LLOWS ON AN D AFTER MONDAY , OCTOBER 
J 1ST, 1859. MORNING TRAIN LEAVES CLARKSVILLE , 4:00 A. M., 
CONNECTING V 1T H ED GEFIELD AND KENTUCKY ROAD AT 6:45 .W., 
AND ARR IVING AT NASHV ILLE AT 9:JO A.M. RE TURNING FROM 

JJTHE CLAR KSVILLE JEFFERSONIA N, OCTOBER 5, 1859. 

J4 N MBER 2 . (J RD ), 1859 . ~ •, OVEt 



NAS HVIL LE - - TRAINO E 19 
NASHV ILLE AT 2'30 p ~ DGEFIELD AND KENTUCKY ROAD LEAVES 
~ND LOUISVILLE. RAIL~o• ' CON?N~CTING WITH ~EMPHIS, CLARKSVILLE, 
AT 8 :15 P. M. AD AT .15 P. M., ARRIVING AT CLARKSVILLE 

BY THIS ROUTE, PERSONS LEA VI NG CLARKSVILLE IN THE 
~ ~~~~NJOA:~~~~- IN LOUISVILLE THE SAME NIGHT, OR TO MEMPHIS IN 

THE INTEREST IN THE NEW RAILROAD SOON FLAGGED , ANO 

THE FOLLOWING NOTICE APPEA RED IN TH E CLARKSVI LLE J EFFE RSONIAN. 

ON DECEMBER 7, 1859:
35 

RA ILROAD Nor t e~ 

PASSENGER TRA INS OF THE WEMPHIS , CLARKSVILL E, AND 
LOUISVILLE RAILROAD WILL BE DISCONTINUED AFTER MONDAY 
DECEMBER 5TH. FREIGHT WILL BE RECEIVED AS HERE TOFORE, AND 
WILL START OUT ONCE OR TWICE PER WEEK AS OCCASION MAY RE-
QUIRE. ' 

.A. QUARLES , PRESIDENT . 

IT WOULD APPEAR THAT THE ADVENT OF THE RA ILROAD HAD 

CAUSED SOME CON CERN TO THE PROPRIETORS OF THE STEAM BOATS . 

JUST A FEW MONTHS AFTE R THE FIRST RAI LROAD STARTED OPERAJ IO N, 

AN ADV ERTISEMEN T APPEARED IN T~E CLARKSVILLE NEWSPAPER so~ ,c-
36 

ITING STEAMBOAT PASSENGERS. IT STATED THAT THE FARE 

$6 . 00 TO LOUISVILLE AND 8.00 TO CINCINNATI -- WAS CHEAPER 

TH AN THAT OF THE RAILROAD, FREE MEALS WERE SERVED , AND THAT 

THE BOAT WAS MORE CONFORTABLE THAN THE RAILROAD . THIS AD­

VERTIS~ MENT RAN THROUGH SEVERAL EDITIONS OF THE PAPER . 

PRESSURES FORM ALL SIDES CAUSE D THE OFFICIALS OF THE 

35 _l_§_!_Q., DECEMBER 7, 1859 . P. 2. 

36 6 l§.!._Q. , JANUARY 25, 18 0. P.J. 



20 
MEMP HIS , CLARKSVILLE , AND LOUISV.ILLE RAIL ROAD TO TAKE MORE 

VIGOROUS ACT IO • THE CALL OF MEM PHIS AND LOUISVILLE CRITICS 

FOR AC TION RES ULT ED IN AN ANNOUNCEMENT FROM THE BOARD OF 

DIREC TORS: 

11 
AT A ME ET I NG OF THE PRES I DENT AND THE BOARD OF 

DI RECT ORS OF THE ME~PHIS, CLARKSVILLE , A 10 LOUISVILLE RAIL­
RO AD HELO AT THE OFF ICE OF THE COMPANY IN TH IS CITY ON MONDAY , 
ARRANGEME NTS WERE PERF EC TED FOR THE MORE RAPID PR OSECUTION 
OF THE ENTIRE LINE OF THE ROAD AND ITS EAR LY COM PLET ION . 
FULLY TWO THOUSAND MEN WILL BE AT WQRK BETWEEN TH IS PLACE 
AND PAR I~ WITHIN THE NEXT MONTH . " j/ 

IN THE MEANT IME , PROGRESS WAS BEi G MA DE ON THE 

CONNECTIONS BET WE EN CLARKSVILLE AND NASHVILLE. WH ILE CONNEC­

TIONS HAD BEEN MADE BY STAGE COACH FROM THE KEN TUC KY ST AT E 

LINE TO GUTHR I E FOR SOME TI ME , THE ROAD WA S FIN AL LY COM­

PLETED ; AND THE FI RS T THROU GH TRA I N FROM NASHV ILLE TO CLARKS­

VILLE WA S THE OCCA SI ON FOR A GALA PAR TY, HIGH ✓AS DESCR IBED 

I N DET AI L IN THE NEWSPAPER . 
J8 

As IN THE CASE WITH ALL GREAT PRO JECTS, SOME TRA GEDY 
39 

MUST COME, N AY 16, 1860, TH E NEWSPAPER ANNOUNCED THAT 

THREE WORKMEN HAD DROW ED AND ONE AS BADLY INJURED WHE N THE 

WIR E SUSPENSION BRIDGE OVER THE CUMBERLAND RIVER FELL . THE 

BR IDG E WAS USED FOR THE PURPOSE OF C NSTRUCTING THE SUPER­

STRUCTURE OF THE RAILROAD BRIDGE . THE NEXT DAY THE SUSPENSION 

BR I OGE FE LL AGA IN , INJ UR ING THREE MEN. SHORTLY AFTERWARD , THE 

l.§..!_g_. , FEBRUARY 1, 1860 . 
J8 

l..§J_Q. , FEBRUAR Y 22 , 1860. 

J9 l§J_g_. , MA y 1 6, 1860 . 
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FOR EM AN OF THE CREW AT TH E PALMYRA TUNNEL WAS KILLED WHEN A 

POWD ER BL AST WENT OFF UNEXPECTEDLY. 

THE WORK WENT ON , AND ON AUGUST 8, 1860, THE FIRST 
TR AIN CROSSED THE CUMBER LAND RIVER BRIDGE CARRYING ONE 

PASSENGER CAR AND 150 PElOPLE. 
40 

THIS WAS A TIME OF PROGRES S, AND "FAMOUS FIRSTS" WERE 

OCCURRING NEARLY EVERY WEEK ON THE RAILROADS. 

"THIS DAY THE FIRST RA I LROA D TRAIN FROM LOU ISVILLE 

DIRECT PASSES FORM THAT CITY TO CLARKSVILLE. IT IS A JOYFUL 
41 

EVENT. 11 

THE OPEN I NG OF THE MEMPH IS BRANCH OF TH E RA I LROAD 

WITH AN EXCURS ION TO CLARKSVILLE BY A TR AIN-LOAD OF MEM PHIANS 

WAS ANNOUNCED ON SEPTEMBER 26, 1860. 
4

2rHE HOPE WAS EXPRESSED 

THA T THE ROAD WOU LD BE Fl ISHED TO MEMPHIS BY JANUARY . IT 

MIGHT BE WELL TO PO I NT OUT THAT, IN THE CAS E OF TH IS LI NE 

AS WELL AS MA NY OTH ERS, CONNECT JO S WER E OFTEN MADE BETWEEN 

COMP LETED SECTIONS OF RAILROA DS BY STAGE COACH OR FERRY. THIS 

FACT IS SELDOM BROUGHT OUT BY THE EWSPAPER ARTICLES , BUT 

~UST BE SURMISED , AS RECORDS OF THROUGH CONNECTIONS ARE OFTEN 

MADE LATER THAN THE FIRST ACCOU TS OF PASSENGER TRAFFIC FROM 

ONE POINT TO ANOTHER. 

@ 6 THE CLARKSV I LLE JEFFE RSONIAN, AUGUST 8, 18 0. 

41 6 
~•, SEPTEMBER 19, 18 0. 

42~,, SEPTEMBER 26, 1860 . 



A NEW RA IL ROAD SCHEDULE ANNOUNCED O SEPTEMBER 26, 

lB60, GAVE DEPARTURE TIMES OF TRAINS FROM CLARKSVILLE AT 

4:JO A.M. AND J ;QQ P.M . THE MORNING TRAINS WERE SCHEDULED 

TO ARR IVE I N NASHVILLE AT 8:JO A.M. AND AT LOUISVILLE AT 

1 ; 4Q P.M. THIS GAVE THE QUICKEST PUBLIC TRANSPORTAT ION TO 
43 

LOUISV I LLE THAT HAD BEEN OFFERED UP UNTIL THAT TIME. 

22 

THE LAST RA IL LINKING LOUISVILLE AND MEMPH IS WAS 

LA I ID ON MA RCH 20, 1861. THE RA ILROAD WAS NOW READY TO BEG IN 

FULL OPERAT I ON AND WOULD SE EM TO BE A VERY PROFITABLE 

ENTERPR ISE . J UST OVER THREE MONTHS LATER , AN ADVERT IS EMENT 

THE NEWSPAPER GAVE TE ST I 10NY TO THE SHAPE OF COMING EVENTS • 

. WEMPH IS, CLAR KS VILLE , ANO LOUISV ILLE RAILROAD TO 
MIL ITARY COMPANIES ; MIL ITARY COMPANIES OR INDIVIDUAL MEMBERS 
OF MI LITARY COM PAN I ES IN THE SERVICE OF THE STATE OF TENN ESSEE 
OR OF THE SOUTHERN CONFEDERACY WILL PASS FREE ON THIS ROAD 
UNDER THE FO LLOWlij~ RESTRICTION : TRAVEL WILL BE UNDER ORDERS 
ON MILIJARY DU TY. ) 

ON JULY 9, 1861, IT WAS ANNOUNCED THAT THE GOVERNOR 

OF TENNESSEE HAD SEIZED ALL ROLLING STOCK OF THE LOUISVILLE 

AND NASHV ILLE RA ILROAD WIT HIN THE STATE BECAU SE THE CO PAY 

HAO BEEN TAKE OVER BY AGENTS OF THE FEDERA L □MIN ISTRATION , 

AND IT WAS FEARED THAT FED ERAL TR r OPS 

WITHIN STRIK I NG DISTANCE OF TEN 1ESSEE . 

OULD BE TRANSPORTED 
46 

IBID. 
~ 

.!..§.!_Q., WARCH 20 , 1861 . 

45 
l§l_Q,., JULY 2, 1861 · 

46 
1..§.!_Q., JULY 9, 1861. 
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ON SEPTEMBER 25, 1861, THE SCHEDULE OF TH E LOUI SV IL LE 

AND NASHV ILLE AND THE MEMPH IS, CLARKSVILLE , ANC LOUISVILLE 

RAILROAD S GAVE BOWLING GREEN AS THE NORTHERN TE RM I US OF THE 

THE RA IL ROAD WI TH A STATEMENT: 11 EX TRA TR AINS WI LL RUN NOij7H 

0 F Bo ~LI ~G ~REE N ACCORD I NG TO OP PORT UN I TY AND NECESS ITY . 11 

THE CLOSENESS OF THE WAR IS FURTHER BROUGHT HOME BY 

AN ATTEMPT TO BURN THE RA ILRO AD BRIDGE OVER THE \ HIPPOORW ILL 

CREEK ON THE CLARKS_VILLE TO RUSSELVILLE BRANCH OF THE MEMPHIS , 

CLARKSVILLE , AND LOUISVILLE RA ILROAD. Two GUARDS WERE 

KILLED , AND FIRE WAS SET TO THE BR IDGE. EARBY RES IDENTS 
48 

EXTINGU ISHED THE FIRES AFTER THE DEPARTURE OF THE RA IDERS . 

THE MOVE ME NT Of MI LITARY TROOP S ANO SUPPL I.ES BY THE 

RAILROAD COMPLETELY BLOCKADED THE MA ILS FOR THE WEEK END ING 

JANUARY 2, 1862 , AFTER WHICH PASSENGER TRAINS RESUMED THEIR 
49 

KEGUL AR RUNS . 

THE PRE-WAR HISTORY OF THE ~EMPH IS , CLARKSVI LLE , ANO 
50 

Lou I sv ILLE RA I LROAO WAS FAST DRAWi 'G TO A CLOSE . ON 

FEBRUARY J , 1862, IT WAS REPORTED THAT THE TENNESSEE RIVER 

BURNED By THE FEDERAL TROOPS AND THAT FORT BRIDGE HAD BE E 51 
HENRY HAD FALLEN . 1N THE LAST AVA ILABLE ISSUE OF THE 

47 48 
DECEMBER 6, 1861 . J.§J_Q., OCTOBER 1 ' 1861 . ~ -, 

49 1862 . 
50 

FEBRUARY J, 1862. ~ -' JANUARY J , ~ -, 

51 FEBRUARY 15 , 1862 . ~- , 



C 24 
LAR KSV I LLE JEF FER SONI AN, THE REPORT WA S REVIS ED CONC ERN ING 

THE TENNE SS EE RIVER BR IDG E IN CIDE NT, EXP LAINI NG THAT ONLY A 

PART OF THE TR ESTLE OF APPROACH WAS TORN AWAY . THIS ISSU E 

OF TH E NEWSPAPE R ALSO REPO RTED THE FEDERAL GUNBOATS AT 

DOVER AND THEIR ATT ACK UPON FORT DONALSON. 

JOHN NICHOLAS BARKER 1S DIARY RECORDS THAT THE 

FEDERAL GUNBOATS ARR IVED AT CLARKSVILLE ON FEBRUARY 19, 1862 , 

AND CL ARKSV ILLE WAS IN POSSESSION OF THE FEDERAL TROOPS ON 
52 

FEBRUARY 24. THE RAILROAD LINE THEN BECA EA STRIKING POINT 

FOR THE CONFEDERATE TROOPS . N AUGUST 21, 1862, THE CON-

FEDERATE CAVALRY CAPTURED 9J FEDERAL TR OO PS AT THE RED 

RIVER BR IDGE , AND ON DECEMBER 10, 1862, THAT BRIDGE -WAS 

BUR NED DOWN . 

SU MMARY 

THE CHARTERING OF THE ~EM PH IS, CLARKSVILLE , ANO 

LOUISVILLE RAILRO AD IN 1852 WA S THE RE AL BEG)NNING ~ THE 

RAILROAD IN MONTG OM ERY COUNTY. THOUGH TH E PROGRESS WAS SLOW , 

AND AN EXTENSION HAD TO BE GRANT ED ON THE TI WE LIMIT , THE 

ROAD WAS FINALLY BUI LT. TH E RECOU NTIN G OF TH E EVENTS ANO 

OCC URRENC ES INCIDENT AL TO TH E BUI LD ING OF TH E ROA D GIVES 

AN INSIGHT INTO TH E EC ONOMIC TRENDS OF THE TI ME. IT IS RE-

CRE TTAB LE THAT THE RAIL ROAD WAS FIN ISHED J UST BEFOR E THE 

AREA WAS ENGULFED BY CIVIL ~AR HOST ILITI ES , THUS PREVENTI NG 

THE COMP ANY FRO M BECOM I G F IN ANCI ALLY ES TAB LISHED. 

52J OHN NICH OLAS BARKER' S DIARY, 184J-1 868 . UNPUB LI SHED 

CLARKSVI LLE PUBLI C LIBRARY. WOR K, 



IV. THE RECEIVERSHIP ANO SALE F THE 
MEMPHIS , CLARKSVILLE , AND LOUISV ILLE RAILROAD 

25 

THE LONG WAR YEARS WERE HARD ON THE RA ILROADS . REPAIRS 

WERE HARD TO COME BY , AND ONLY THOSE MOST NEEDED WERE ~ADE. 

THE NEWLY CO NSTRUCTED RA IL ROAD LI 'ES IN TENNESSEE FE LL IN TO 

A SAD STATE OF REPA IR. FOUR YE ARS OF USE WITHOUT COMPEN SATION , 

FIRST BY THE CONFEDERATE RMIES, AND THEN BY THE FEDERAL, LEFT 

THE TREASURIES OF THE RA IL ROAD COMPAN IES-EXHAUSTED. ~ANY OF 

THESE , , UNABLE TO MEE T BONDED IND EBTEDNESS , ERE TURNED OVER 

TO THE STATE AND RECE IV ERS WERE APPO I TED TO AO I !STER THEIR 

AFFAIRS . 

N NOVEMBER 16, 1865, IT WAS AN OUNCED TH AT I R. 

GEORGE f. LEWIS HAD BEEN APPO INTED BY THE GOVERNOR AS RECEIVER 
53 

FOR THE MEMPH IS , CLARKSV ILLE , AND LOUISVILLE RA IL ROAD . R. 

GEORGE 8. FLEECE , THE ROAD 1 S ENGINEER BEFORE THE WAR , WAS RE­

APPOINTED TO THAT JOB , AD AR. GEORGE FAXON WAS APPO INTED 

TREASURER AND SECRET ARY . 

A CONTRACT TO REBU ILD THE BR IDGES AND TRESTLE WORK 
54 

ON THE RA ILROAD WAS GIVEN TO BRISTOL AND COMPA Y, . WH0' £X-

PRES SED THE HOPE THAT THE ROAD WO ULD BE IN RUNN ING ORDER TO 

)JTHE CL A8KSVILLE EEKLY CHRONICLE, ~O VEMBER 16, 1865. 

_54.!.§..!.Q •, FE BRUARY 9, 1866. 



PAR IS 

RIVER 

Y APR IL 1 26 , ANO THAT THE BR IDGE ACROSS THE TEN ESSEE 

OULO BE COM PLETED BY J ULY 1. 

THE SHAPE OF TH I NGS TO COME WA S FORE TOLD WHE THE 

LOUISV I LLE AND NA SHVILLE RAILR OAD LENT THE MEMPHI S, CL AR KS­

VILLE AND LOU ISVILLE RA ILROAD J00 ,000 TO EQUIP AND REP AIR 
. 55 

THE IR LI NE FROM BOWLING GREEN TO MEM PH IS. THI S OF COURS E 

l ~PROVE D THE LOU ISVILLE AND NA SHVILLE RAILROA0 1S CONNECTIONS 

ANO HEL ~sD TO GIVE A FRIENDLY ATMOSPHERE FOR FUTHER NEGOTI ATIONS. 

DU RING THE RECONSTRU CTI ON OF THE RAILROAD , TRAGEDY 

AGAI N STRUCK AT THE CUMBERL AND RI VER BRIDGE . THE WESTE RN 

SPAN OF THE BRIDGE FELL , CARRYIN G DOWN THE CONSTRUCTION 

TRAI N ANO MAN Y WORKE RS . ONLY ONE NEGRO MAN WAS KILLED AND 

TWO MORE SERIOUSLY INJURED. THE CAUSE OF THE ACCIDENT WAS 

DETE RM I ED TO HAVE BEEN THE I 1TERNAL DECAY OF TIMBERS , WHIC H 
56 

HAD APP EAR ED TO BE SOUND FROM THE OUT SI DE . 

THE ANNOUNCEMENT WAS FINALLY MADE ON AU GUS T 10 , 1866, 

THAT THE RA IL ROAD WOU LD RESUME OPERATION BETWEEN CLARKSVILLE 
- 57 

AND MEMPH IS THE FOLLOWING WEEK . 

THE IMPOR TANCE OF THE RA ILROADS TO LOCAL TR ANSPORTATI ON 

WA S BROUGHT OUT IN AN ADVERTI SEMENT THAT APPEARED IN THE 

CLAR KS VILLE EEK LY CHRON ICLE ON OCTO BE R 12, 1866. THE ADVER-

D THAT A TRAIN WuUL D RUN TO AND FROM TISEMENT AN NOUNCE 

55~. , MA RCH 16, 1866. 
56 

_!_§J_Q., MAY 25 , 1866. 

57 AU GUST 10, 1866. IBI D. , -



CUMBER LAND CITY EACH DAY DURING THE FAIR, AND THAT TRA I S 27 

OU LD RUN HOURLY FROM TO VN TO THE FAIR GROUNDS, WH ICH W RE 

LOCATED ~UST NORTH OF THE RED , I VER RAILROAD BR I OGE. 

BY OVEMBER JO, 1866, THE RAILROAD HAD APPARTENLY 

FI NISHED RECONS TRUCTION AS IT ADVER TR ST M I , TIS ED A I O :EM PH S, 
58 

LOUISV ILLE, AND NASHV IL LE WIT HOU T CHANGING CARS . NOTHER 

IMPROVEMENT TO THE RAILROAD FACILI TI ES WAS A NEW RAILROAD 

DEPOT DESCRIBED BY THE EDITOR OF THE CLA RKSVILLE EEKLY 

CHRON ICLE AS HAVING A BEAUTIFUL DINING RO OM , ROOMS FOR THE 

LAND LORD AD HIS FAMILY ANO THE TELEGRAPHER, ANO 11 SITTING 

ROOMS FOR LADIES AND GENTLE EN , WH IC H HAVE ATTACHED THE UN­

USUA L CONVENIENCE OF WATER CLOSETS, AS NEAT AS WE EVE R SAW 

I N THE BEST HOTELS. " 

~ ON APRIL 20 , 1867, THE MONTGOMERY COUNTY COURT MET 
59 

TO CONSIDER A PROPOSITION OF THE LOUISV ILLE AND NASHVILLE 

RA ILRO AD COMPANY TO CONSOLIDATE WITH THE MEMPH IS, CLARKSV-ILL E, 

ANO LOU ISVILLE RAILROAD. THIS WAS NECESSARY AS THE COUNTY 

HELD A CONSIDERABLE AMOUNT OF STOCK IN THE ~E PHIS , CLARKS­

VILLE, AND LO UISVILLE . RA ILRO AD. THE VOTE ON THE QUEST ION 

WAS DEFE RRED UNTIL J ULY 1, WH EN IT WAS READILY PASSED. IT 

BECAME EV IDENT BY LATE 1867 TH AT SO~ ETHI G WOU LD HAV E TO BE 

DON E IF THE MEMPHIS, CLARKSVILLE, AND LOUISVILLE RA ILROAD 

)Bl NOVEMBER JO , 1866 . ___§_!__Q_ . , 

59 
SEE APPENDIX C. 
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WAS TO CONTINUE OPERAT ION . T 

HE EMP LOY EES QU IT ORK , PE~D ING 

ASSURANGE THAT FUTURE ANO PAST WAGES WOU LD BE PAID TO THEM. 

N FEBRUARY 1~, 1868, IT WAS REPORTED THAT NO AR­

RANGEM ENTS HAO BEEN MADE FOR THE EARLY RESUMPTION OF OPERATION 60 

OF THE RAILROAD . A BILL WAS IN THE GENERA L ASSEMBLY AUTHOR IZIN G 

THE SALE OF THE ROAD, BUT IT w, s REPO RTED THAT IT MIGHT NOT 

BE PUSHE D IF A LEASE ,AGREEMENT COU LD BE WOR KED OUT WITH THE 

LOU ISVILLE ANO NASHVILLE RAILROAD . THE RAILROAD EVIDENTALLY 

RESUMED OPERATIONS , AS A TI ME TABLE WAS PUBL ISHED IN THE 

CLARKSVIL LE TOBACCO LEAF ON JULY 8, 1869. 

ON DECEMBER 1, 1869, IT WAS REPORTED THAT MAJOR G. 

A. HENRY HAD COMPLETED HIS ARRANGEMENTS FOR TAKING OVER THE 

MEMPH IS, CLAR KSVILLE , AND LOUISV ILLE RAILROAD BY EXECUTING A 

BOND FOR $100,000 . 
61 

IT SEEMS THAT THE "RAILROAD FEVER 11 AGAIN WA S EPIDEMIC 

IN MI DD LE TENNESSEE FROM 1869 TO 1872, AS A MULT ITUDE OF NEW 

RAILROADS ORGAN IZE D AN O ATTEMPTED TO ORGANIZE OR REORGANIZE. 

A FEW THAT GAINED NOTICE IN THE CLARKSVILLE PAPERS WERE : 

THE CLARKSVILLE ·A 10 1' AYNESB ORO RA ILROAD , THE PRI NCETON ANO 

NEW PROVIDENCE RA ILROAD, THE CLARKSVILLE AND PRINCETON RA IL-

ROAD, AND THE [ DGEFIEL D ~ND KENTUCKY RA ILR OAD , WHICH WAS 

By THE AMERICAN Co' TRACT COM PANY WITH THE IDEA OF PURCHASE D 

60 ''EEKLY CHRONICLE , FEBRUARY 14 , 1868. THE CLARKSVILLE ___ -----

61 TOBAC CO LEAF, DE CE MBER 1, 1869. THE CLARKSV IL LE _:_---



BU I LO I 'G A RAILROAD FRO CLARKSVILLE TO ASHV ILLE UP THE 
29 

Cu B RLP; D RIVER 

ON AUGUST 17, 1871, A PETIT ION WAS FILED WITH THE 

ST~TE OF TENNESSEE , DAVIDSON COUNTY CHANCERY COURT AT 

NASHVILLE , TEN ESSEE, TO TRA NSFE R THE PROPERTY , GOODS, AND 

FRA 'CH ISES OF THE MEM PHIS, CLARKSVILLE , · ANO LOUISVILLE RA IL­

ROAD TO THE LOUISVILL E AND NASHVILL~ RAILROAD , SUBJECT TO THE 

CLA IMS OF THE CREDITORS OF THE MEMPHIS, CLARKSVILLE , AND 
62 

LOUISV l~L E RA ILROAD. 

~EFORE A DECREE COULD BE GRANTED, MISTERS SHA CK LE­

FORD AND HE LMUS AND GE NE RA L J. ~. QUARLES , ATTORNEYS FOR THE 

JUDGMENT CREDITORS, BROUGHT SUIT IN CHANCE RY COURT IN NASHVILLE 

AGAINST THE LOU IS VILLE AND NAS HVILLE AND THE MEMPHIS, CLARKS­

VILLE , AND LOUISVILLE RAILR OADS AN D MONTGOMERY COUNTY FOR 

120 ,000 (THE AMOUNT OF BONDS WHICH THAT COUTY WAS TO RE­

CE IVE IN THE SA~E OF THE ROAD.) THIS SUIT WA S SET ASIDE, AND 

THE DECREE FOR THE . SALE OF THE RAILROAD W S HANDED DOWN ON 

THE 13TH OF MAY , 1872 . THE TOTAL _PRIC E, AMMOUNTED TO 850.000 
64 

N01HER SUIT WAS FIL ED BY ' , C. t\l CCLURE , ET . AL . VS. 

6~0E£D .BOOK #15, P. 18 , WONTGOMERY COUNTY , TENNESSEE, 

bJTHE CLARKSV ILL E TO BACCO LEAF , APR IL 24, 1862 . 

64, OF TE NNESSEE ( NASHVI LLE, TENNESSEE; THE 
Hp~ ~~~~HING COMPANY,'1 886) , PP . 794-795 , 

GOODSPEED 

63 
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THE LOUISVILLE AD NASHV ILLE RA ILR OAD COMPANY AND THE COU NTY 

OF ~O TGOMERY IN OCTOBER OF 1875 , BU T THE J UDGMENT WAS AGAIN 

FOR THE DEFENDANTS . 

THUS THE MEMPH IS, CLARKSV ILLE, AND LOUISVILLE RA IL­

ROAD COMPANY PASSED FROM EXIST AN CE ON MAY 1J , 1872, AND FR OM 

THAT Tl EON HAS BEEN A PART OF THE LOUISVILLE AND NASHV ILLE 

RAI LRO AD CO~PANY. AB OUT THE ON LY THING LEFT NOW , BES IDES A 

MEMORY , IS THE SEA L USED O ~ THE FRONTISPIECE OF TH IS PAPER. 

IT IS STILL USED TO SEAL DOCUMENTS LE AVING THE FR EIGHT OFFICE 

OF THE LOUISVILLE ANO NASHV ILLE RAI LROAD IN CLARKSVILLE. 

SUtv~ARY 

THE MEMPHIS, CLARKSVILL E, ANO LOUISVILLE RAILROAD 

SEEMS TO HAVE BEEN ONE OF THOSE UNFORTUNATE ORGANIZATI ONS 

TH AT WAS ESTABLISHED AT THE WRONG PLACE AT THE WRONG TIME 

IN THE PATH OF THE CIV IL AR, AT THE TIME OF THE CIVIL AR. 

IT WAS NOT ABLE TO PULL ITSELF UP BY ITS BOOT STRAPS 

SO TO SPEAK -- AFTER THE WAR , AND SEEMED TO MAKE LITTLE, IF 

ANY , PROGR ESS UNDER THE HANDS OF THE RECEIVER. 

THE COMPANY FINALLY TOOK THE PLACE FOR WH ICH IT SEEMED 

IT WAS BO UGHT Bi THE MORE PROSP EROUS LOUISVILLE OEST .I NED ~, HEN 

ANO NA SHVILLE RAILROAD. 



V. SUMMARY 

THE RAILROAD MOVEMENT IN TEN ESSEE ST RTED WIT H 

SPIR IT ANOE THUSIASM , IF NOT WITH FINANC IAL BACKING . 

31 

UMEROUS CHARTERS WERE GRANTED TO RA ILROAD COMPANIES START ING 

I 1 18J 1 , BUT FEW WERE ABLE TO RA I SE THE NEEDED CAP ITAL UNT IL 

THE 18501 S • INDE ED THERE WAS 10T A SINGLE U I LE OF RA I LROAD 

I N OPERATI ON IN TENNE SSEE AT THE BEGINN IN G OF THE 1850 1s , 

THE CON STRUCTION OF RAILROADS HAO GAINED GREAT MOMENTUM , 
HOWEVER , BY THE CIV IL I AR PE RIOD. 

THE MEMPH IS , CLARKSVILLE , AN D LOU ISVILLE RA ILROA D 

HAD A SLOW . BEG INNING . IT WAS FOUR YEARS AFTER THE CHARTER 

WAS GR AN TED BEFORE THE GR OU D WAS BROKEN FOR THE RAILROAD. 

THE OFFICE RS OF THE COMPANY TRIED TO JUSTIFY THEMSE LVES IN 

THE SLOW MO VEMENT BY EXPLAIN I NG THAT A RA ILRO AD WIT HOUT 

CONNECT IONS AT EIT HER END 10ULD BE OF LI TTLE VALUE , ND 

UNABLE TO PAY OFF IT S BONDED INDEBTEDNESS AND INTEREST ON 

THE BOR ROWED MONE Y. IT IS EV IDEN T THAT THE COMPANY WA ITED 

A LITTLE TOO LONG TO GET STARTED , AS 0E 80WS REVIEW NOTED IN 

1866 . THE MEMPHIS , CLARKSV ILLE , AND LOUISVILLE RA ILROAD 

HELO UP THE CONN ECT ION OF MEMPH IS WITH LOU ISVILLE FOR NEARLY 

A YE AR ( ~AV , 1860 , TO ~P RIL , 2861 .) ANOTHER INDICATION THAT 

THE OFFICERS OF THE 1/, E'vi PHIS , CLARKSVILLE , AND LOU ISVILLE RA IL-

ROAC NE RE 
EGLIGENT -- OR PERHA PS JU ST INE XP ERIENCED -- IS 
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THE FACT THA T O LY TWO SVA LL PARCE LS OF LAN D DE EDED TO THEM 

WERE EVER PUT TO RECORD . L 
ET US HOPE THEIR SUCCESSO R AC UIRED 

DEED~ TO THE :HO LE OF THEI R RIGHT OF WAY. 

IT SE [M EL TH AT WHEN THE WHO LE RA IL ROA D SYSTEM , OF 

WH ICH THE MEMP HIS, CLARKS VILL E, AN D LO UI SV ILLE RA ILROAD WA S 

A PART, STARTED OPE RATI ON THE LINE MIGHT BE QUITE PROSPEROU S. 

IT HAS BE EN POINT ED OUT TH AT ALMO ST IMM EDI ATELY THE LI NE WA S 

COMPLETED, IT WAS PRESSED INTO THE FREE SERVICE OF THE ARMIES . 

TH IS, ALONG WIT H THE GE NERAL ST ATE OF DISREP AIR OF THE ROAD 

l ~CI DENTAL TO THE WAR , CAUSED THE COMPANY TO BE FORCE D INTO 

RECE IVERSHI P AT THE CLOSE OF THE WA R. THE RECEIVER WAS UN­

AB LE TO IMPLEMENT THE RECOVERY OF THE COMPANY, A D IT WAS 

F I NALLY SOLD TO THE LOUISVILLE AND NASHVILLE RAILROAD IN MAY 

OF 1872. IT MAY BE SURMISE D THAT THIS RAILROA D, WHICH BE­

CAME AN IMPORT ANT PART OF TH E GREAT LOUISVILLE AND ASHVILLE 

SYSTEM , Ml HT HAVE FLOURISHED , IF THERE HA D BE EN NO WAR TO 

DE TER IT. ALL IN ALL , 1T MAY BE CONCLUD ED THAT ITS EST AB LISH­

MEN T HAS BEEN OF TREME OOUS ECONOMIC VALUE TO CLAR KSV ILLE 

AN D JONTGOMERY COUNTY BOTH THEN AND OW, 
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AN ACT TO CHARTER THE MEMPHIS, CLA RKS VILL E ANO 65 
LO UISVILLE RAILROAD COMP ANY. , 

SEC T I ON 1 E 
TH~ STATE OF TEN NESSEE IT I ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF 

EWTON HOLLI GSWORTH jOH~A~ R~BE RT ~DMUND HOWARD, 
~CCLURE , N.H. ALLEN ' RO BERT ~ ~RT, J. A~DERSON, ROBERT H. 

• HAMPTON Jos E ' B • OHNSON, 'I LL. DUDLEY , GEORGE 
STOCKHOLDE RS IN.A RAl~~~!6 ;No THEIR ASSOC IATES, ~Ho SHALL BE 
UND ER THE AME ANO STYLE OMPAMN Y, AND THEIR SUCCESSORS, 
LO UISVILLE OF THE EMPH IS, CLARKSVIL LE AD 
CORPORATE A~~l~~~~TOICCOMPA NY ARE HEREBY DECLARED TO BE A BODY 

, UNDER THE LAWS OF TE NE SSEE WITH 
SUCCESS ION FOR NINETY-NINE YEARS AND A COMMON SEAt WITH 
CAPACITY TO SUE ANO BE SUED, RECEIVE AND ENJOY TO THEM ANO 
THE IR SUCCESSORS , PROPERTY ANO ESTATE OF WHATEVER NATURE AND 
QUANT ITY, ANO THE SAME TO ALIEN, TRANSFER AND DISPOSE OF, SO 
FAR AS MAY BE NECESSARY TO CARRY INT O EFFECT THE MAIN OBJECT 
OF THIS CHARTER, WH ICH IS HEREBY DECLARED TO BE THE CONSTRUC­
TI ON, USE ANO MAINTAINANCE OF A R~ILROAD FROM MEMPHIS IN 
TENNESSEE THROUGH CLAR KSVILL E TO LOUISVILLE, OR TO SOME SUIT­
ABLE POINT WHERE THE RAILROAD SHALL INTERSECT THE NASHVILLE 
AND LOUISVILLE RAILROAD IN THE STATE OF KENTUCKY. . 

SECTION 2. BE .!.l FURTHER ENACTED , THAT SAID COMPANY 
SHALL ~AVE POWER TO UN ITE WITH ANY COMPANY THAT MAY BE 
CHARTERED BY THE LEGIS LATURE OF THE STATE OF KENTUCKY, FOR 
THE CONSTRUCTI ON OF A RA ILROAD FROM LOUISVILLE, OR SOME SUIT­
ABLE POINT ON THE LINE OF THE NASHV ILLE AND LOUISVILLE RAIL­
ROAD, TO THE BOUNDARY LINE OF THE STATE OF TENNESSEE, TO UNITE 
WITH THE RA ILROAD FROM MEMP HIS AS AFORESAID, AND TO CONSOLI­
DATE SAID TWO RAILROADS , ANO THE STOCK OF THE TWO COMPANIES 
SO AS TO MAKE ONE RA ILROAD AND ONE COMP ANY, I SUCH MANNER AND 
UPON SUCH TERMS AS SAID COMP ANY MAY DEEM BEST. 

SECTION J. BE IT FURTHER ENACTED, THAT TH E CAPITAL 
STOCK OF SAID COMPANY SHALL BE THREE MILLIONS OF DOLLARS, TO 
BE DIVIDED I TO SHARES OF ONE HUNDRED DOLLARS EACH , ANO SAID 
COMPANY SHALL HAVE POWER TO INCREASE THE CAPITAL STOCK OF 
SAIC COMPANY TO FOUR MILLI ONS , PROV IDED, THAT AT ALL THE 
MEET I GS OF SAID STOCKHOLDERS WHERE A VOTE IS TO BE TAKEN, 
EACH STOCKHOLDER SHALL BE ENTITLED TO VOTE IN PERSON OR BY 
PROXY AND IN THE ELECTION OF DIRECTORS, AND ALL OTHER ELEC­
TI ONS , WH ICH MA Y COME BEFORETHE STOCKHOLDERS, THE VOTE SH ALL 
BE TAKEN AC CORDING TO THE FOLLOWING SCALE, TO WIT : THE 

65 ACTS OF TENNESSEE, 1851-52, TEN ESSEE STATE LIBRARY 

AND ARCHIVES,P , 121 • 
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OW ER FOE OR TWO SHARES , SHALL BE ENTITLED TO ONE VOTE ; TH8 
OW NER OF OT LESS TH N THREE NOR MORE TH AN FOUR SHARES SHALL 
B E Tl L~O TO TWO VOTES; ETC . ••••• THE O ✓NER OF NOT LESS 
THA THIRTY-FOUR NOR MORE THAN FORTY SHALL BE ENT ITLED TO 
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TEN VOTES; AND THE OWNER OF EVERY TEN SHARES ABOVE FORTY, 
SH ALL BE ENT ITLED TO ONE VOTE THEREFOR. PROVIDED, NO IND IVID­
UAL, CORPORATI ON ,O R COM PANY, SHALL BE ENTITLED TO MOR E THAN 
ONE HUNDRED ANO FIFTY VOTES. PROV IDED FURTHER, THAJ WHENEVER 
FIFTY THOUSAND DOL LARS OF SAID STOCK IS-SU-B~S~C---RI BED , SAID 
COMP ANY MAY ORGANIZE AND ELECT A BOARD OF DIRECTORS, WHO MAY 
ELECT A PRES IDE NT FORM THEIR NUMBE R, AS PRESCRIBED IN THE 
NASHVILLE AND CHATTANOOGA RAILROAD COMPANY, WHO , WHEN ELECTED, 
SHALL BE PRESIDENT OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS AND OF THE COM­
PANY, AD NO PERSON SH ALL BE PRESIDENT OR DIRECTOR OF SAID 
COMPANY, UNLESS HE IS TH E OWNER OF AL LEAST TWENTY SHARES OF 
THE CAP ITAL STOCK OF SA ID CO MP ANY, WHICH HE SHALL HAVE HELD 
AT LEAS T THREE MONTHS PREVIOUS TO HIS ELECTION, EXCEPT THE 
FI RST . 

SECTION 4. BE IT FURTH ER ENACTED , THAT THE AFO RESAID 
ROBERT r./ . HOUSE , EDMUND.HOWAR D, NEWTON HOLL I NGSWORTH, JOHN S'. t 
HART , J. AND ERSON, ROB ERT H. Mc CLURE , N.H. ALLEN , BOBERT G. 
JOHNSON , WILL. DUDLEY , GEORGE • HAM PTO N, Jos. E. BAILEY ~ND 
THEIR ASSOCIATES BE , AND THEY ARE HEREBY CONSTITUTED A 
BOARD OF COMM ISSIONERS , A MAJ OR ITY OF WHOM MAY ACT TO MANAGE 
ALL THE AFFA IRS OF SAID COMPANY , UNTIL IT SHALL BE ORGAN IZED 
BY THE ELECTION OF A BOARD OF DIRECTORS AS AFORESAID , TO PRO­
CURE SUBSCR IPT o~s OF TH E STO CK BY THEMSE LVES OR BY THE AP-

POIYNTWM~~TD~~MA~~~is ~gRP;~CiD~u~~~s~xP~~1~~N~~~Hsu~~~~R ~~ 
THE ' PART THEREOF AND FOR THE PAY-
ROUTES FOR SAID RO:~□ ~~RA~~OCURING SAID SUBSCR IPT IONS FOR 
MEN T OF THE SAME , CK SU BSCRIBED FOR, AS THEY 
STOCK, OUT OF SUCH CALL ON THE ~~~y SHALL NOT BE REQUIR ED TO 
MAY DEEM ADVISABLE. PROV~D~~RT OF THE STOCK SUBSCRIBED FOR, 
REQUIR E THE PAYMENT OF AN ED FOR AND TAKEN. 
AT THE TIWE THE SAM§ IS S~~~~~~: ENACT ED , THAT SAID COMPANY 

SECTION 5. __!_ .!.1. 1 NECESSARY TO CONSTRUCT SAID ROAD 
SHALL HAVE THE RIGHT WHEN ROAD OR WA TER COURSE. PROV IDED, 
ACROSS OR ALONG ANY PUBL JC OBS TRUCT SUCH PUBLIC ROAD OR 
THAT SAID COMPANY SHA LL NOTID COM PANY RUN SAID ROAD UPON THE 
WATER COURSE , AND SHO ULD SAIT SHALL AN D MAY BE LAWFUL FOR 
LINE OF ANY TUR NPIKE RO~~H CONTR ACT OR ARRANGEMENT WITH SAID 
SAIC COMPANY>, TO MA KE S EMED BEST BY THE PART I ES' BY 

~~~~~i~!Nl~El:S~~~~;:~~~~~~;~:~e~~~~y::22S:N~~~;[t;~!~!~□;~~g:~~~;;: 
THE PART ED THAT THE SHA LL NOT 
PIKE co~P~~~iLL~R~~ bDCHATTANOOGA :~ 1 ~~~A~A~~M~~N~H E CHARTER 
OF THE A ON EXTENDED TO , OR 
BE BINDING UP ' 
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SECT ION'6 8 VILL E, NNO LOUISVILLE RAILROAD CO~P ANY. 
SHALL HAVE POWER .TO ~X..!2. FURTHE_B. EN ACTED , THAT SA ID COMPANY 
AD KE TUCKY LINE SO ~~ND SAID RAILROAD ACROSS THE TENNESSEE 
MAY BE BU ILT BY THE STATETg C~NNECT WITH ANY RAILROAD THAT 
A Y PO INT ON THE NAS F ENTUC KY OR HER CITIZENS, FROM 
FORM ONE CONNECTED c~~~T~~ AND Lou1sv1LLE RAILROAD, so As TO 
TO THE PO I NT OF IN ED ROAD FROM MEMPHIS BY CLARK SV ILLE, 
RAILROAD IN TH E Dl;~~~fgTION WITH THE NASHVILLLE AND LOUISVILLE 
GREEN KENTUCKY ORB N TOWARDS RU SSELLVILLE AND BOWL ING 
POINT , OF , EYOND THE SE TOWNS IF NECESSARY TO THE 

S JUNCT ION WITH THE NASHV ILLE AND LOUISVILLE 1 RAILROAD, 
ECT ION 7. BE .!.l FURTHER ENACTED , THAT SAID COMPANY 

AY , IN THEIR SO UND DISCRETION, COMMENCE BUILDING SAID ROAD 
AT MEMPH IS, AT THE POINT WHERE IT WILL CROSS THE TENNESSEE 
RIVER AT CLARKSVILLE, OR ON THE KENTUCKY LINE AS THEY MAY 
DEEM BEST. 

SECTION 8. BE IT FURTHER ENACTED THAT WHENEVER SAID 
COMPANY SHALL HAVE COMPLETED THAT PART OF SAID ROAD FROM THE 
TOWN OF CLARKSVILLE TO THE STATE LINE OR JUNCTION WITH THE 
LdUISV ILLE AND NASHVILLE RAILROAD, OR TO THE CITY OF LOUIS­
VILLE, THEY SHALL HAVE ALL THE RIGHTS AND PRIVILEGES CONFERRED 
BY THIS CHARTER FOR TH E PER IOD OF NINETY-N INE YEARS. 

SECTION 9, BE IT FURTHER ENACTED , THA T SAID COMPANY 
SHALL HAVE TEN YEARSTOCOMPLETE SAID ROAD AN D FIVE YEA RS TO 
COMP LETE THAT PART OF SA ID ROAD FROM CLARKSVILLE TO THE KEN­
TUCKY LINE, OR TO THE JU NCT ION WIT H THE LOUISVILLE AND NASH­
VILLE RAILROAD ON TO THE CI TY OF LOUISVILLE. 

SECTIO ~ 10. BE IT FURTHER ENACTED , THAT SAID COMPANY 
SHALL BE , AND THEY AREH EREBY VESTED WITH ALL THE RIGHTS , 
PO WER S AND PRIV ILEGES , AND SUBJECT TO ALL RESTRICT IONS AN D 
LI AB ILITIES OF THE NASHVI LLE AND CHATTANOOGA RAI LROAD COMPANY, 
EXCEPT OTHERWISE PROVIDED IN THIS CHARTER , 

SECTION 11. BE IT FURTHER ENACTED, THAT SA ID COMPANY 
SHALL HAVE THE RIGHT-, SHOULD THEY DEEM IT NECES~ARY TO EXER­
CISE IT TO INTERSECT AND UNITE WITH THE NORTH ESTERN RAIL­
ROAD OR THE NA SHVILLE AND MEMPHIS RAILROAD OR BOTH OF THEM, 
AT ANY POINT OR POINTS BETWEEN CLARKSVILLE AND THE CITY OF 
MEM PHIS. JORD AN STOKES 

SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
M.R. HILL 

SPEAKER OF THE SE~ATE 

PAS SED, J ANUARY 28, 1852 
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' N ACT TO AM END AN 
SYSTEW OF j NT ERNA L I MP ROVE~~T ENT ITLED II AN ACT TO ESTABLI SH A 
PURPOSES . 6b · NTS IN TH IS STATE" , AND FOR OT HER 

S SECT I ON 1. BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF 
;~~O ~~~!A~~ !~A~~SSEE , THAT THE NA SHVILLE ANO MEM PHIS RA IL-

HAVE THE PR IVILEG E OF LOCATING THEIR ROAD 
ON THE RO UTE WHICH SHALL BE THE CHEAPEST AND EASIEST OF CON-
STRUCTION , ANO WHICH WILL ENABLE THEM WITH MOST ADVANTAGE TO 
CON NEC T THEIR ROAD WITH THE NASH VILLE ANO NOR TH NESTE RN A~D 
THE MEM PH IS, CLAR KSVILLE, AND LOUISVILLE RAILROAD COMPANY AT 
PAR IS, OR NEAR PARIS OR TO~·s UCH >- POINT OF CONN ECTI ON WITH THE 
ME~PH IS, CLARKSVILLE , AND LOUISVILLE RAILROAD , AS MAY BE 
AGREED UPON BY SAID COMP ANIES. 

SECT ION 2. BE IT ENACTED, TH ~T IT SHALL BE THE DUTY 
OF THE GOVERNOR OF THIS STATE TO ISSU E TO THE NASHV ILLE AND 
ME MPHIS RAILROAD COMPANY CO UPON BON DS OF THE STATE, WHENEVER 
SAID COMPANY SHALL HAVE PROCURED BONA FIDE SUBSCRIPTIONS 
SUFFICIENT TO GRADE, BRIDGE AD PREPARE FOR THE IRON RAILS , 
THE ENTIRE lENGTH OF THE IR ROAD FROM MEMPHIS TO PAR IS , OR THE 
POINT OF CONNECTION WITH THE MEMPHIS , CLARKSVILLE, AND 
LOU ISVILLE RA ILROAD COMPANY , UPON THE SAM E GENERAL TERMS , 
CONDIT IONS AND RESTRICTIONS THAT HE IS REQUIRED TO ISSUE THE 
BONDS OF THE STATE TO THE [AS T TENNESSEE AND VIRGINIA RAIL­
ROAD COMPANY , AND THE SEVERAL OTHER RA ILROAD COMPANIES MEN­
TIONED IN SAID ACT ESTABLISHING A SYSTEM OF IMTERNAL IMPROVE­
MENTS, PASSED FEBRUARY 11TH , 1852. PROV ID ED , THAT NOTHING 
IN THIS AC T SHALL BE CONSTRUED AS TO INCREASE THE AMOUNT OF 
TH E STATE BONDS PROPOSED TO BE LO ANED BY THE STATE TO THE 
NASHV I LLE AN C MEMPHIS , ANC THE MEMPHIS , CLARKSVILLE , AND 
LOU ISVILLE RA ILROAD COMPANIES, AS PROVIDED BY THE ACT OF 
FE BRUARY 11, 1852. 

66 ACTS OF TENNESSEE, 185J-_54, TENNESSEE STATE LIBRARY 
ANO ~RCH IVES, PP.. 208-211 
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, I UTES ' ,iONTGOMERY Cou 
SATURDAY MORN ING , 10 ·O' CLOCK TY UARTERLY COURT ,67 

, p RI L 20TH, 1867 . 
( ROL L CAL L.) 

THEREU PO N THE JUDGE 
CALLEO TO CONS IDER A PROPO EXPLAINEC THAT THE MEETIN G WAS 

ASHV I LLE RA ILROAD COMPANYS~6I~~ MADE BY THE LOUISVILL E ANO 
THE COU NTY OF ~O TGOMERY IN RCHASE THE STOCK OWNED BY 
LOUISV ILLE RA I LROAD COMPANY WTHE ~EMPHIS , CLARKSVILLE AND 

HICH PROPOSITION IS AS FOLLOWS: 
T LOUISVILLE , APR IL 1ST 1867 

HE COMMITTEE APPOINTED BY THE BOARD OF Oi RECTO RS OF 
THE LOUISV ILLE ANO NASH VILLE RAILROAD COMPANY FOR THE PURPOSE 
OF CO NFERRI G WITH A COMMITTEE APPblNTED BY THE BOARD OF 
DI REC TORS OF THE ~ EMPH IS, CLARKSV ILLE , ANO LOUISV ILLE RA IL­
ROAD IV AKES THE FOLLOW I NG PROPOS I Tl ON SUBJECT TO THE SATI s­
FACT 10N OF THE BOARD OF DIR ECTORS OF BOTH COMPANIES TO CON­
SOL I DATE THE r EMPH I s , CLARKsv ILLE , AND Lou I sv ILLE RA I L R OA □ 
WIT H THE LOU ISVIL LE AND NASHVILLE RA I ROAD BY GIVING THE 
ST OC KHOLDERS IN THE FORMER ROAD ( 25) TWENTY-FIVE CENTS ON THE 
DOLLAR AND PAYABLE IN THE STOCK OF THE LOUISVILLE AN D NASH­
Vl~~ E RA I LR OAD COMP ANY AT PAR PROVIDED THAT THE LOUISVILLE AND 
NA~ tL LE RAILROAD CAN MAKE SATISFACTORY ARRANGEMENTS WITH 
THE HOLDER S OF THE INCOME BOND ISSUED BY THE MEMPHIS , CLARKS­
VI _LE , AND LOUISVILLE RA ILROAD AND THE OTHE R CREDITORS OF THE 
CO MPAN Y PR OVIDED ALSO THAT SATISFACTORY ARRANGEMENTS CAN BE 
WADE WIT H MEMPHI S AND OH IO RA ILROAD SECURING A FIRST CLASS 
THROUGH RAILR OAD LINE FROM LOUISV ILLE TO MEMPHIS , IN CASE 
TH AT '0 SATISFACT ORY ARR ANGEMENT CAN BE MADE Wl'TH THE CREDI­
TO RS OF THE COMPANY AND PROVIDED THE MEMPHIS, CLARKSVILLE, ANO 
LOUISVILLE RAIL ROAD AGREES TO PET ITI ON THE COURT AND GIVE 
ALL ASSI STAN CE NECES SARY TO HAVE THE ROAD SOLD SUBJECT TO THE 
ST ATE LAWS AND IN CASE OF SU CH A SALE BE I NG MAD E AND THE 
LOU ISVILL E AND NA SHVILLE RAILROAD COMPANY BEING TH PURCHASER 
THEY AGREE TO PAY THE STOCKHOLDERS OF THE MEMPHIS , CLARKSV IL LE, 
ANO LOUISV ILLE RAILROAD TWENTY -FIVE CENTS IN THE DOLLAR PAY­
ABLE IN THE STOCK OF THE LOUISVI LL E AND ASHV ILLE RA ILROAD 
AR PAR . H. D. NEWC OMB , CHAIRMAN 

3Y REQUEST OF THE COURT SEVERAL DIRECTORS OF THE LAST . 
NAMED CO~P AN Y EXPLAINED THE FACT S FO R AND AGAINST THE PROPOSI-
T I "N G ,,~, H e,.M PTON ESQ. MOVED THAT THE PROPOSITION BE AC-

,J • • 
11 

• • O THE VOTERS OF CE PTED ANO THAT THE QU ESTION BE SUBMITTED T 
THE COUNTY FOR THEIR CONSENT OR REFUSAL. , OF SAi D 

R.T. FERGU RS ON EsQ . ~ov E □ As AN AMENDMEN T 

67 B ~26 MONTGOMERY COU NTY QUA RTERLY COURT . 
1./ INUTE OOK 1r , 
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MOT ION THAT THE QUFST ION BE SU BMI TT ED TO THE VOTERS OF THE 
COUNTY WHETHER , THEY WOULD AUTHO~ IZE T~E CO URT, TO MAKE SUCH 
SAID SALE AS THEY DEEMED BEST . THE QUESTION WAS TAKEN ON 
THE AMENDMEN T FIRST AND BY A VOTE OF 19 TO 10 THE ORIGINAL 
~OTION WAS AMENDE D AS MOVE D BY R.T.FERGU RSON ESQ •. THE 
QUEST ION THEN CAWE UP ON THE MOTIO N AS AMEMDED. WHEREUP ON 
~.K. CUMM INS ESQ. MOV ED TO POSTPONE THE CONSIDERATION OF 
SAID AMEMDED MO TION UNTIL THE FIRST MONDAY IN JULY, 1867 AND 
THE VOTE BE ING TAKEN SAID PROPOS IT I N WAS CAR RIED BY A VOT E 
OF 23 TO 6. N MO TION THE COUNTY COURT THEN ADJ OU R ED UNDER ; usT IN Cous ES. 

T. ' . Kl NG, JUDGE 

MONDA Y, JULY 1ST , 1867 . 
ON MOTION AND RES OLVE THAT THE COUNTY COURT OF ~ONT­

GOMERY COUNTY RECOMMEND TO THE PR ESI DE NT AND DIRECTORS OF THE 
MEMPH IS, CLA RKSVILLE ANO LOUISV ILLE RAILROAD COMPANY , A CON­
SOLIDATION OF SAID RA ILROAD COMPANY WITH THE LOUISVILLE ANO 
NASHVILLE RA ILROAD COMPANY AND THE MEM PHIS AND OH IO RAIL­
ROAD COMPANY . 


	000_i
	000_ii
	000_iii
	001
	002
	003
	004
	005
	006
	007
	008
	009
	010
	011
	012
	013
	014
	015
	016
	017
	018
	019
	020
	021
	022
	023
	024
	025
	026
	027
	028
	029
	030
	031
	032
	033
	034
	035
	036
	037
	038
	039
	040
	041
	042
	043

