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ABSTRACT

This study investigated the religious beliefs and observances of
the students at Austin Peay State University, A survey research design
was used, The sample included 233 students, 119 males and 114 females,
The instrument was a questionnaire with forced-choice answers, The
survey was conducted during the Fall quarter 1970, Percentage profiles
and the chi square statistic were used for analysis, Academic class,
sex, academic major and church preference were variables used in the
analysis,

A percentage profile was established of the religious beliefs and
observances of the APSU students, Seventy-six percent of the students
expressed a need for an individual religious belief, Sixty-seven per-
cent believed in a personal Divine God, 74% prayed at least occasionally
and 57% attended religious services twice a month or more, Sixty-five
percent had the opinion that the message of the church is essential to
1ife, but that the ways of teaching it need to be changed, Thirty-five
percent felt that Sunday is a day like any other day while 35% felt that
whatever else a person did on Sunday, he should go to church, Thirty
percent judged human life as valuable because God created man and ué%
judged 1life as valuable because of respect for the individual, Eighty-
two percent indicated that religion often affected their everyday
decision and while in college 28% had come to value religion more, 15%
valued religion less and 57% had experienced no change in their value
of religion,

Forty-four hypotheses were stated in the mull form, Chi square

;
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statistics were done on the questions to test the hypotheses, Twenty-
two were not significant while 14 were significant at the ,05 level,
The chi square statistic could not be used to test eight hypotheses be-
cause the obtained expected values were too small,

The doubting and questioning of religious beliefs by the students
seemed to reach a climax at the Junior year, Here was the greatest
difference from the other academic classes, The Senior class again
embraced religion more, Of the 11 null hypotheses concerning the rela-
tionship between the variables of religion and the students' academic
class only two were rejected at the ,05 level, One hypothesis was not
testable,

Females were only slightly more religiously oriented than males,
The females tended to present percentages above the total students'
profile, while the males were below this, Five of the 11 hypotheses
concerning the relationship between the variables of religion and the
sex of the students were significant at the ,05 level, The academic
ma jor groups of students also presented percentage profiles similar
to the total students' profile, Fine Arts and Social Science majors
were the least religiously oriented, Three of the hypotheses con-
cerninz the relationship between the variables of religion and the
academic major eroups were significant at the ,05 level, Four
hypotheses were not testable,

Analysis of the church preference grouping indicated two groups
with percentage profiles noticably different, The Church of Christ
students were more demanding in their requirements for observances and

tribute to the religious institution, but their lives were not affected
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as much by their religion as others were, The students indicating no
church preference were almost anti-religious, (This group comprised
about 10% of the total sample,) A significant difference was found be-
tween the church preference groups on all the variables of religion,
Eight mull hypotheses were rejected at the ,01 level, Three hypotheses
were not testable,

In general the majority of the students at APSU were found to have
positive attitudes toward religion, The students' church preference
influenced the beliefs and observances of their religious lives most,
The sex and academic major were next in influence upon the attitudes of
the students, while the academic class had the least effect upon the

students' religion,
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CHAPTER 1
INTRODUCTION TO THE PROELEM

The college student at the beginning of the 1970's was the re-
cipient of much scorn by many people, Persons in the "over thirty
generation" (over thirty years old) remarked that these kids wanted to
do away with everything good and proven in our culture,

Since a culture has never been found which did not have a re-
ligion, it perhaps could be determined if the college student wants to
do away with or keep the American culture, at least this part of it, by
finding out how much the student accepts or rejects religion as it
exists today, Thus this study questioned the students attending Austin
Peay State University and found out the stucents' religious attitudes,
The study also investigated the relationship between the student's
religious beliefs and observances and the variables of academic class,

sex, academic major and church preference,

Religion Lefined

Although religion is often considered by the general population as
a single variable, it seems far too complex not to include many vari-

ables,

Dittes (1969) classified the many variables of religion into two
types.
1. Institutional connection: religion in relatively

explicit form, tending to be public, social, overt,

1



manifest, institutionalized and formalized, the
observances of the person,

2, Personal beliefs; religion in more subjective form,
more a matter of personal attitudes, orientation,
frame of reference, values and loyalities and commit-
ments, fundamental motivation or standards, the
"spiritual” dimension of all life,

Radcliffe-Erown (1952) said, "any religion,..normally involves
certain ideas or beliefs on the one hand, and on the other, certain
observances,,,"(Goldsen, Rosenberg, Williams, & Suchman, 1960), If it
is possible to determine the attitude which a person holds toward
religion, it is necessary to determine both what his beliefs are and

how he expresses his loyalities to these beliefs through observances,

Scope of the Study

This study accepted these variables, beliefs and observances, as
necessary to complete the total attitude toward religion., In general
they were: the feeling of a need for religion in life, the concept of
the supernatural being of this religion, opinions of the formal struc-
ture of the organization (institution) of this relicion, and the per-
sonal attendance to this organization, The specific questions designed
to show the attitude of each student were:

Loes the student need some sort of philesophy by which to live?

Is this need for a code of ethics or for a relizious belief?

What ideas aibout the Deity are held by the student?

Has the student experienced a relizious awakeninz? When?



Does the student pray, and how often?

What does the student feel concerning the observance of "Sunday?"

#hat does the student think about the church?

Does the student attend relirious services? When?

How does the student judge the value of human 1ife?

Does religion affect the everyday decisions of the student?

Since coming to colleze, does the student value religion more

or less?

Also of concern to this study were any differences which occurred

in the attitudes of the students when grouped by academic class, sex,

academic major, and church preference,



CHAPTER 1I

LITERATURE REVIZW

Beliefs, Feelings, and Observances

Need for religious faith or philosophy of life, Students usually

express a need for religious faith or philosophy of life, In Goldsen,
et al, (1960), 80% of the students sampled from 11 universities answered
that they needed some sort of religious faith or philosophy, In answer
to a similar question in the survey "Autobiography to 2000 A.D,," given
at four universities, 66% of the males and 77% of the females expressed
a need for some sort of religious faith,

Code of ethics or religious belief, Those students who had

incicated that they did need some sort of philosophy to live by were
questioned further, They were asked what they felt was necessary for
them to have an adequate and satisfying (or good) life, As opposed to
having only a code of ethics, students who indicated the need for a
religious belief were represented in various studies by percentages
from 53 to 85 (Goldsen, et al,, 1960; Chickering, 1969),

In a longitudinal study of National Merit Scholarship winners, the
Center for the Study of Higher Education asked the question: Do you
personally feel that you need to believe in some sort of religious
faith? When first asked, as the students entered school, 88% of the
males and 91% of the females gave an affirmative answer, The question
was asked of the same students four more times during the following
school years with each time showing a decrease in percentages giving an

I
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affirmative answer, The final inquiry reported that in the Junior year

51% of the males and 69% of the females answered that they needed to be-
lieve in some sort of religious faith (Webster & Freedman, 1962),

In a survey from Michigzan State (Brookover, Gottlieb, Lehmann,
Richards, Thaden, & Vener, 1965) 33% of the males and 40% of the fe-
males felt that as they had progressed from their freshman to senior
year, they had developed a greater feeling of necessity for religious
faith for living in modern times, This survey was done only in the

senior class,

The Deity; a Divine God, an impersonal power., In the study re-
ported by Goldsen, et al, (1960), 48% of the students stated that they
believed in a Divine God, Creator of the Universe, The Cornell Survey
(Jacob, 1957) reported that 54% was the average of the percentages of
all the schools agreeing with this belief in a Divine God, Students at
two southern schools, North Carolina (68%) and Texas (62%) held beliefs
which were significantly different from this average at level ,01,

In a study of freshman males, the survey conducted in 1961 and
1966, it was found that at both times the subjects in majority expressed
a belief in a personal God (Cummins & Kissiah, 1968), From 17 univer-
sities in 1968, Roscoe found that 73% of the subjects expressed belief
in a personal God, In his Normative Study of American College Student

Values, Teglovic (1968) stated that students held a firm belief in a

personal God,
Sudden religious experience, Students at 12 schools were asked if
they had experienced any sudden resurgence of religious faith and

interest, About 30 to 40% of the students answered that they had had



such an experience (Feldman & Newcomb, 1969), 4 Gallup Poll which
was conducted in 1962 reported that 20% of the people answered "yes" to
a similar question (Eskine, 1965).

Prayer. Cummins and kissiah (1968) report that the subjects
answered in majority "yes" to the question, "Does God answer prayer?"
They were not asked about the frequence of prayer., In an American
Institute of Public Opinion poll, taken in February, 1964, the national
total answers in percentages to "How often do you pray?" weres 63%
prayed frequently; 25% prayed occasionally; 6% prayed seldom; and 6%
never prayed (Erskine, 1965).

Church and attendance, The survey reported in What College
Students Think (Goldsen, et al,, 1960) asked students at 11 schools
how often they attended religious services, Twenty-seven percent of
the students said that they attended once a week or more, while 25¢
attended never or almost never, Eddy (1969) found that at both Harvard
and Radcliffe in 1966, about 20% of the subjects attended church
services,

In the Cummins and Kissiah (1968) research, the question was
asked:; "Have you attended church or seen a religious advisor since
coming to campus?” Of the freshman males sampled in 1961 about 32% gave
an affirmative answer; and in 1966 there was an affirmative answer given
by 15% of the sample,

Eddy (1959) made this summary, There seemed to be a questioning
of the traditional approaches to religious belief, The usual pattern

of this appeared; being uninspired by usual patterns of religious

activities, exploring on own, and reactiving against fixed beliefs,
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Quotations from interviews include comments likes "I like church more
when 1 see healthy men in church instead of just old ladies,”

Value of human life, Hampden-Turner and Whitten (1971) discussing

politics in America say that polarization into political camps can be
traced to the levels of moral development that guide individuals through
most of their daily activity, Research offers keys to an understanding
of the recent political and cultural turmoil in the United States,
Different levels of moral judgement tend to discriminate radicals from
liberals--at least among middle-class Americans, College activists
typically are found at the highest and lowest stages of moral develop-
ment,

The Hampden-Turner and Whitten research incorporated Lawrence
Kohlberg's stages of moral growth, These also are the stages Kohlberg
uses in the judgement of the value of human 1life, The six stages are
grouped into three levels and are as follows:

Stages 1 and 2 are defined in terms of self-centered needs, The
first is the desire to avoid punishment by a superior power, The second
is the satisfaction of quasi-physical needs,

Stages 3 and 4 involve conformity to traditional role expectations
and maintenance of existing social and legal order, Stage 3 is the
desire to avoid social disapproval for nonconformity. The stage 4
person understands how his role fits into larger constellations of

roles, the institutions approved by others, He seeks to perform his

duty--to meet the expectations of society.

Stages 5 and 6 concern decisions based on consideration of shared

values, A stage 5 person perceives his duty in terms of a social



contract; he avoids infringing on the rights of others, The stage 6
person relies on his own conscience and the mutual respect of others,

People progress from stage to stage, but most never advance beyond
Stages 3 and 4, It is primarily college-educated, middle-class youth
who have attained high levels of moral judgement in recent years,

Everyday decisions, Jacob (1959) reported that students expressed
a need for religion, but their religion did not carry over to guide and
govern important decisions in the secular world, Students expected this
to be socially determined, They seemed to feel that God has little to
do with the behavior of men in society, His place is in church or
perhaps in the home, not in business or club or community, However the
freshman subjects of Cummins and Kissiah (1968) answered "yes" to the
question, "Is your 1life (goals, motivation, values, etc,) affected by
your relizious belief?"

Value of religion. The Cornell survey, limited though it was to
non-sectarian institutions, noted a widespread, and if anything, a
rising religious interest, When asked if, since coming to college,
they valued religion more or less, the results showed that for every
student who stated that he personally valued religion less (l6$ average),
there were two who had come to value religion mere (32% average), The
survey of male students from all class levels was conducted in ths

spring of 1952, The results were reported by Jacob in Changing Values

in College (1957).



Attitude Differences Between Groups,

If these are the attitudes held by college students, is there a
difference between those of the college senior and the college fresh-
man? As has been observed in the literature hereto reported, in many
cases the differences are not examined, but rather the academic classes
have been studied as a student body, This is, of course, true when the
average was obtained, A few studies did report attitudes for the
different classes and a few reported only the change observed,

Havens (1964) considered in his study the religious conflict in
college, He found that 12% of the student population at any given time
are experiencing conflict, These conflicts are between reason and
feelings, and a desire for a satisfying set of religious beliefs,
Havens concluded that the theological changes of the college years are
more accurately seen as a movement from orthodox belief toward theo-
logical liberalism than as an espousal of athesism,

Freedmand and Heist (1962) reported that change occurred in the
direction of greater liberalism and sophistication in religious
attitudes as the student advanced in school (Chickering, 1969). Hites
(1965) tested subjects first as freshman in 1956, and again as seniors

in 1961, He found that the shift was from strong agreement to not-so-

strong agreement or uncertainty, Lehman, et al, (1966) stated that all

groups became less stereotypic in their beliefs, less dogmatic, more

receptive to new ideas and more other-directed in their value

orientation,



10
In the two volumes The Impact of College on Students (Feldman and

Newcomb, 1969), the authors have reviewed many of the studies which
have been done in the last forty years, Interpreting findings from the
reports they stated that students do change during the college years,
and that college experience accounted for that change, In general, the
studies showed that as a group seniors are somewhat less likely to
believe in God and more likely to be indifferent or opposed to religion;
are somewhat more likely to conceive of God in impersonal terms; are
somewhat less orthodox or fundamentalistic in religious orientation;
and are somewhat more religiously liberal,

In only one study were differences noted of grouping other than
academic class, Ritter (1968) found the males to be more liberal than
females in their religious attitudes, Groups by field or major study
showed significant differences, with Social Science majors more liberal
and Business and Education majors conservative or moderate,

In summary, the college student was not found to be anti-religious
...2 general interest in religion was found everywhere,,,there was an
honest interest in what religion has to offer,.,religion was viewed as
a mysterious abstraction--something vaguely attractive but not well
understood,.,there was an interest in finding a more realistic and
informative opportunity to confront religion,..response to religion was
corditioned heavily by the current strongly relativistic social thought

(Eddy, 1959)...individualistic and relativistic approaches to religion

were characteristic (Goldsen, et al., 1960),..,many students had come to

question their religious peliefs more and had become more relativistic

(Brookover, et al., 1965).



CHAPTER III

RESEARCH DESIGN

Statement of the Problem

From review of the various studies, it was concluded that it is
possible to investigate the beliefs and observances toward religion of
the college student, as well as what kind of differences exist, if any,
in the attitude as the student is categorized into groups by academic
class, sex, academic major, and church preference, This was what this
study sought to do. The questions which were stated in Chapter I, page

3, were those which were of concern,

Hypotheses
For all hypotheses, P = ,05 level of significance was adopted,

with the variables of religion,

S-1 There is not a significant difference between the students' need
to believe in some sort of religious faith or philosophy of life
as a function of their sex,

S-2 There is not a significant difference between what the students,
personally, need to lead an adequate and satisfying life as a

function of their sex,

S-3  There is not a significant difference between the students' ideas

about the Deity as a function of their sex,

11



S-4

5-5

5-6

S5-7

S-8

5-9

S5-10

5-11

12

There 1s not a significant difference between the occurrence of a

moment of sudden religious insight or awakening by the students

as a function of their sex,

There is not a significant difference between how often the
students pray as a function of their sex,

There is not a significant difference between the students' feel-
ings about Sunday as a function of their sex,

There is not a significant difference between the students'
opinion about the church as a function of their sex,

There is not a significant difference between how often the
stucents attend religious services as a funtion of their sex,
There is not a significant difference between how the students
Judge the value of human 1life as a funtion of their sex,

There is not a significant difference between whether the
stucents' lives are affected by their religious beliefs as a
function of their sex,

There is not a significant difference between the change in the
students' evaluation of religion since coming to college as a
function of their sex,

Hypotheses concerning interaction of the academic class standing

of the students with the variables of religion,

AC-1 There is not a significant difference between the students' need

to believe in some sort of religious faith or philosophy of life

as a function of their academic class,
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AC-2 There 1s not a significant difference between what the students
need, personally, to lead an adequate and satisfying 1ife as a
function of their academic class,

aC-> There is not a significant difference between the students'
ideas about the Leity as a function of their academic class,

AC-4 There is not a significant difference between the occurrence of a
moment of sudden religious insight or awakening by the students
as a function of their academic class,

AC-5 There is not a significant difference between how often the
stucents pray as a function of their academic class,

AC-6 There is not a significant difference between the students®
feelings about Sunday as a function of their academic class,

AC-7 There is not a significant difference between the students'
opinion about the church as a function of their academic class,

AC-8 There is not a significant difference between how often the
students attend religious services as a function of their
academic class,

AC-9 There is not a significant difference between how the students
judze the value of human life as a function of their academic
class,

AC-10 There is not a significant difference between whether the

students' lives are affected by their religious beliefs as a

function of their academic class,

AC-11 There is not a significant difference between the change in the

students' evaluation of religion since coming to college as a

function of their academic cless,
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Hypotheses concerning interaction of the academic major of the
student with the variables of religion,

AM-1 There is not a significant difference between the students' need

to belleve in some sort of religious faith or philosophy of 1ife

as a function of their academic major,

AM-2 There is not a significant difference between what the students

need, personally, to lead an adequate and satisfying 1ife as a

function of their academic major,

AM-3 There is not a significant difference between the students' ideas
about the Deity as a function of their academic major,

Ali-4 There is not a significant difference between the ccourrence of a
moment of sudden religious insight or awakening by the students
as a function of their academic major,

AM-5 There is not a significant difference between how often the
students pray as a function of their academic major,

AM-6 There is not a significant difference between the students®
feeling about Sunday as a function of their academic major,

AM-7 There is not a significant difference between the students'
opinion about the church as a function of their academic major,

A¥-8 There is not a significant difference between how often the
students attend religious services as a function of their
academic ma jor,

AM-9 There is not a significant difference between how the students

judge the value of human life as a function of their academic

ma jor,
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AM-10 There 1s not a significant difference between whether the

students' lives are affected by their religious beliefs as a

function of their academic ma jor,

AM=11 There is not a significant difference between the change in the

students' evaluation of religion since coming to college as a

function of their academic major,

Hypotheses concerning interaction of the church preference of the

students with the variables of religion,

CP-1 There is not a significant difference between the students' need
to believe in some sort of religious faith or philosophy of 1life
as a function of their church preference,

CP-2 There is not a significant difference tetween what the students
need, personally, to lead an adequate and satisfying 1ife as a
function of their church preference,

CP-3 There is not a significant difference between the students'
ideas about the Deity as a function of their church preference,

CP-4 There is not a significant difference between the occurrence of a
moment of sudden religious insight or awakening by the students
as a function of their church preference,

CP-5 There is not a significant difference between how often the
students pray as a function of their church preference,

ificant difference between the students’

CP-6 There is not a sign

feelings about Sunday as a function of their church preference,

CP-7 There is not a significant difference between the students’

hurch prefer-
opinion about the church as & function of their church P

ence,
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CP-8 There is not a significant difference between how often the

students attend religious services as a function of their
church preference,

CP-9 There is not a significant difference between how the students
Judge the value of human life as a function of their church
preference,

CP-10 There is not a significant difference between whether the
students' lives are affected by their religious beliefs as a
function of their church preference,

CP-11 There is not a significant difference between the change in the
students' evaluation of religion since coming to college as a

function of their church preference,

Design of the Study

The investigation of the attitudes of the students toward
religion was conducted by a survey research (or sample survey) design,
A 10% stratified random sample of the student body of Austin Peay State
University was utilized, The concern was to examine the religious
attitude of the total sample and to examine differences which existed
in the attitudes of the students by groupings of sex, academic class,
academic major and church preference. A questionnaire of forced choice
design was compiled to be the measure of the variables of~religion.
The survey research was executed by personal contact and mail,

Data obtained was treated in two ways, 1) A profile analysis

with percentages was established for the total sample and each group,

2) The chi square statistic was performed on each question where the
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expected frequencies were large enough for computation, The analysis

paradigm took this general form for each question,

Responses

Groups

Delimitations

The following delimitations should be noted:

1, As stated at the beginning of this paper, the student has
received criticism from the adult world, Adults comment that youth
throw away existing values, In this study, the assumption was made
thzt the existing attitudes of the culture are those which are covered
by the definition of religion as given in the introduction (page 2),
and which variables are covered by the questions asked (page 3). To
what degree these really are adhered by other than the college student
is not known, Nevertheless it was this assumed criteria which this
study sought to find out if the college student accepted,

2, No effort was made for control of the student's age, This
variable was not considered in this study.

3., This study was cross-sectional, not longitudinal, Changes in
attitudes of groups of students over time were not studied,

4, The sample was taken from students at Austin Peay State
ted geographically and by

University, This University is limi

instructional emphasis. Any possible generalizations must have these

conditional considerations,



CHAPTER IV
PROCEDURE

The Sample
In the fall quarter of 1970, a stratified random sample of the
student body of Austin Peay State University, was given the written
survey, This sample was selected in the following manner. An official
roster of the student body was obtained from the Dean of Faculties, A
10% sample of each class, i.e, Freshman, Sophomore, Junior, Senior, was
selected with the use of a table of random numbers (Downie, 1965), The
desired sample size was 320 students, The obtained sample was 233,

which was a 78% return,

The Survey Instrument

The questionnaire used for the survey was compiled by the
experimenter, The questions were of the forced-choice answer type.
Some of the questions were a composite of statements from various
attitude scales (Shaw & Wright, 1967; Thurstone & Chave, 1929), Some
were taken directly from other studies (Cummins & Kissiah, 1968;

Erskine, 1965; Goldsen, et. al,, 1960; Jacob, 1957). One question was

the stages in judging the value of human life as outlined by Kohlberg

(Singer & Singer, 1969).

18
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The questions were revised several times after having persons read

and respond to them, The final questionnaire was selected to tap the

different variables pertaining to the religious attitude of the college
student, No attempts were made to establish validity or reliability of
the instrument. Anastasti (1968) states that for opinion polling,
validation is rarely attempted at all because of the difficulties of
obtaining criterion, and data on reliability is also often meager,

The questionnaire appears in the appendix (page 74).

Administration and Scorigg

The survey questionnaire was placed in the hand of the chosen
student sample by two methods, First, as many students as possible
were contacted personally by the experimenter or helpers, These
questionnaires were completed and given back to the person administer-
ing them, To the students who could not be personally contacted, the
questionnaires were sent through the university intra-campus mail with

an envelope for return by this media,

Each returned survey was categorized four times, being placed
by: 1) academic class, 2) sex, 3) academic major, and 4) church

affiliation or preference, Within each of these catagories, the

responses to each question were tallied, Percentages of students

giving each response were figured. The chi square test of indepen-

dence also was done on questions with obtained expected values large

ay be done
enough for computation, Cochran states that the chi square may

if fewer than one fifth of the cells have expected frequencies of less

than five and no cell has an expected frequency of less than one



20
(Weiss, 1968), When df is not small, McNemar (1969) states that the
chi square may be computed if no expected frequency is less than 2,
The two variables considered for this were the groups of the students
and the response to the question,
The subdivisions which were included within the main groups of

each category appear in the appendix (page 74).



CHAPTER V

PRESENTATION OF DATA

The Student Sample

Ninety-one percent of the students at Austin Peay said that they
did need to believe in some sort of religious faith or philosophy of
life, The students were asked if to lead an adequate and satisfying
life they needed a working code of ethics or some religious belief,
Further indicated was to what degree the church was important in the
religious belief, Seventy-six percent expressed the need for some sort
of religious belief, of which 48% felt attendance at church helps, but
is not absolutely necessary,

One of the main factors of religion is a belief in a Supernatural
Being, Eighty-three percent of the students believed in a Supreme
Being, 67% recognized a Divine God, a personal power and 16% an
impersonal power, Only 4% did not believe in a god,

The students were asked if they had ever had a moment of sudden

religious awakening, Forty-nine percent reported that they had

experienced such an awakening, Twenty-three percent said that this

awakening had occurred since they came to college, Thirty-seven
percent indicated that they prayed frequently, 37% prayed occasionally
and 8% never prayed,

five percent of the students felt that whatever else a

go to church, 356 felt that Sunday

Thirty-

person does on Sunday, he should

and the weekdays are the same, and 25% felt that Sunday 1is a day for

21
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religion and rest, nothing else, Sixty-five percent of the students had

the opinion that the message which the church teaches is essential to

life, but the ways of teaching this need to be changed; 22% thought the
church the best operating institution and 9% thought the church a static,
unwholesome, detrimental institution, Forty-three percent reported that
they attended religious services once a week or more while 22% never
attended,

The students judged the value of human life primarily at three
stages: 10% at stage 2, Judgement based on satisfaction of self-
centered quasi-physical needs; 30% at stage 4, judgement based on
conformity to role expectations of society; and 4é% at stage 6,
Jjudgement based on mutual respect and shared values of others, Forty-
two percent of the students said "yes" and 40% said "sometimes" when
asked if they were directed by their religious beliefs as they made
everyday decisions, Twenty-eight percent valued religion more, 15%
valued it less, while 57% had no change in their evaluation of
religion since they came to college,

Total percentage responses to the survey questions for the total

students are presented in Tables 1 - 11 with the responses of the

sexes,

The Sex Groups

Ninety-three percent of the females said that they needed to

believe in some sort of religious faith or philosophy of life while

88% of the males felt such a need, Males (25%) expressed the need for

some working philosophy or code of ethics to lead an adequate and
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sstisfying 1ife, Of the 73% who indicated a need for a religious

belief, 49% said attendance at church helps, but is not absolutely

necessary. Seventy-nine percent of the females need a religious belief

with 26% who felt an individual religious belief is not sufficient, you
must be a member and a regular attendant of church, There was not a
significant difference,

Seventy-seven percent of the females and 58% of the males believed
in a personal, Livine God, There was significant difference between
the sexes and their ideas about the Deity at the ,05 level, Fifty-six
percent of the females and 41% of the males reported that they had
experienced a sudden religious awakening, This was significant at the
.05 level, Forty-one percent of the males prayed occasionally and 27%
prayed seldom, whereas 57% of the females reported that they prayed
frequently. There was a significant difference at the ,01 level,

Thirty-six percent of the males felt that Sunday is the same as
any other day whereas 38% of the females felt that whatever else a
person should go to church on Sunday, There was not a significant
difference, Sixty-two percent of the males and 68% of the females
their opinion of the church was that it's message is essential to life,
but the ways of teaching this need changing, There was no significant

difference in the sexes' opinions about the church, Attendance at

religious services was significantly different at the ,01 level,

Fifty-six percent of the females attended once a week or more and 15%

never attended, Thirty-one percent of the males attended weekly and

29% never attended,
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Fourteen percent of the males judged the value of human 1ife st
stage 2, 24k at stage 4, and L5 at stage 6, Six percent of the
females judged human 1ife value at stage 2, 35% at stage 4, and 48% at
stage 6, The significant difference was at the .05 level,

Forty-one percent of the males said "sometimes" while 47% of the
females reported “yes" that their everyday decisions were effected by
their religious beliefs, There was not a significant difference,
Twenty-six percent of the males valued religion more and 19% less since
they had come to college, Thirty percent of the females valued
religion more and 10% valued it less sines coming to college, There
was not a significant difference in the change of the value of
religion since coming to college as a function of sex,

Responses which were given by each sex to the survey questions

will be presented in percentage in Tables 1 - 11,



TAELE 1
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__ religious 2?322:3? Philosophy of Life as a Function of Sex

Do you, personally, feel you need to believe in some sort of
religious faith »r philisophy of iife?

Yes No Don't Number
know
Student Total 91% 6% 3% 233
Male Students 88 8 4 119
Female Students 93 I 2 114
TABLE 2

__ Code of Bthics or Religious Belief as a Function of Sex .

Which one of the following statements most nearly expresses your
opinion of what you, personally, need to lead an
adequate and satisfying life?

Some sincere working philosophy

or code of ethics, not
necessarily a religious belief,

Some religious belief, but it
may be purely personal, Church
attendance contributes nothing,

An individual religious belief,
Attendance at church helps, but
is not absolutely necessary.

An individual religious belief
is not sufficient, You must
also be a member and a regular
attendant of church,

Total Male Female
22% 25% 18%
9 1 6
48 49 7
19 13 26
- 233 119 114
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TABLE 3

_ . 1deas About the Deity as a_Function of Sex *

Which of the following statements more closely describes your
1deas ebeout ths Deity?

Total Male Female

I believe in a Divine God, Creator of the
universe, Who knows my innermost P —
. ts
ané feelings, and Who is constantly With . 67% 58% 77%
and cares about me, to Whom I am accountable,

I believe in a power greater than myself,
which some people call God and some
ar people 16
cz11l Nature, It is an impersonal power, Y H

I believe in the worth of humanity but 2 3 3
not in God or a Supreme Being,

I believe only in natural law and that

the so-called universal mysteries are 2 L 0
ultimately knowable according to

scientific method,

I am not quite sure what I believe, 11 14 7

Number = 233 119 114

Note,-Chi square computed only on last two columns, i,e, sex,

* pg.05



TABLE 4
Sudden Religious Experience as a Function of Sex *
Would you Say that you have ever had a "religious

or mystic experience," that is a moment of
sudden religious insight or awakening?

Total  Male Female

Yes 49% 1% 564
No 36 40 32
Lon't know 15 19 n
Number = 233 119 114

If yes, when did this occur?

Before 4% 69% 8%
entering college

Since 23 27 20
entering college
Number = 113 49 64
* p<.05
TAELE 5

Prayer as a Function of Sex **

27

About how often do you pray?

Frequently Occasionally Seldom Never Number
Total 37% 37% 18% 8 | 233
Male 20% % 27% 2% | 119
Female 54 33 9 4 114

* % p<.01
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TABLE 6

Ideas About Sunday as a Function of Sex

People have different ide
o as about Sunday,

M To describe how you
» Cneck one of the fcllowing statements, !

Total Male Female
Sunday is a day for religion
and rest, nothing else, . = s =
Whatever else a person does on 35 32 38

Sunday, he should go to church,

What is proper for wecldays

is proper for Sunday, Each 35 6
day is the same as the other, ’ »

Number = 233 119 114

TABLE 7

Opinion About the Church as a Function of Sex

Which of the following statements more nearly states your
opinion about the church, as you know it today?

Total Male Female

The church is a static,

crystalized institution, and

as such it is unwholesome 9% 13% W%
and detrimental to society

and the individual,

The message which the church

seeks to teach is essential

to 1ife, but the ways of 65 62 68
teaching this message need

to be changed,

The church is the best
operating institution and
should contime its operations
as they presently °Xisfl_4

22 19 25
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TAELE 8

Aipendgggg at Religious Services as a Function of Sex **

How often do you attend religious services?

Total Male Female

Once a week or more 43% 3% 56%
About twice a month 14 15 1)
About once a month 11 14 7
ﬁii;ﬁiy:n important 9 10 7
Never or almost never 22 29 15
Number = 233 119 114

¥*  p<,01
TABLE 9

___Value of Human Life as a Function of Sex * I

-—

Which of the following statements more nearly expresses how you judge
the value of human life?

Total Male Female

The value of a person's life is based on that 2% 3% 1%
person's status and physical attributes,

The value of human life is dependent upon its 10 14 6
usefulness as an instrument to satisfy needs,

The value of human 1life is based on empathy 3 3 2
and affection of family members,

The human 1ife is valuable because God 30 24 35
created man,

2
Life is a universal human right, and its 4 7
value is based on community welfare,

The value of human life is based on its s " ”
sacredness as representing & universal sl
human value and on respect for the individual.

e e —

v pa05
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TAELE 10

Life Affected.Ey_Beligion as a Function of Sex

Is your 1ife (goals,

mot i
desiatons, sts.) vation, values, everyday

affected by your religious beliefs?

Total Male Female
L 3% 36% 478
No 18 22 13
Sometimes Lo u 39
Number = 233 119 114
TABLE 11

Change in Value of Religion as a Function of %gé

In what way has your evaluation of religion changed, if at all,
since you came to college?

I value religion No Number
More . Less Change
Total 28% 15% 57% 233
Male 26 19 S4 119
Female 30 10 60 114
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The Academic Classes

Ninety-five percent of the Senior class felt a need to believe in

some sort of philosophy, Eightyaeight percent of the Juniors, 91% of

the Sophomores, and 89% of the Freshmen felt such a need, Chi square

was not computable due to small expected frequencies, Seventy-three

percent of the Seniors, 77% of the Juniors, 70% of the Sophomores,
and 84% of the Freshmen felt the need for some religious belief as
necessary for an adequate and satisfying life, Forty-two percent of the
Seniors, 51% Juniors, 4% Sophomores, and 528 Freshmen felt that with
this religious belief church attendance helps, but is not absolutely
necessary., There was not a significant difference.

Seventy-three of the Freshman class believed in a Divine God as
did 6R% of the Sophomores, 61% of the Juniors, and 67% of the Seniors,
Eleven percent of the Freshmen, 16% of the Sophomores, 18% of the
Juniors, and 19% of the Seniors believed in an impersonal God, There
was not a significant difference, Fifty percent of the Freshmen
students, 49% of the Sophomores, 48% of the Juniors and 47% of the
Seniors reported that they had experienced a sudden religious
awakening, There was a significant difference at the ,05 level, Six
percent of the Freshmen, 31% of the Sophomores, 22% of the Juniors and
40% of the Seniors indicated this experience had occurred since

entering college, Over 65% of each class prayed either occasionally

or frequently, while under 10% of each class never prayed, There was
1]
not a significant difference.

There was not a significant difference between the students® ideas

about Sunday as a function of academic class. However, the responses
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of the Sophomore class was interesting., This class had the highest

percentage (41%) who indicated that whatever else a person should go to

church on Sunday and the lowest percentage (15%) who felt that Sunday is

a day for religion and rest, nothing else, There was not a significant

difference in the students’ orinions about the church as a function of

their academic class, Noteworthy was that 13% of the Junior class felt

the church is static and detrimental and 70% of the Senior class felt
the message which the church teaches is essential to life, but the ways
of teaching need to be changed, There was not significant difference
in the church attendance patterns of the academic classes, Figure 1
illustrates that the weekly attendance percentages dropped from the
Freshman to Junior classes, and then rose again for Seniors, The

reverse was true for those who never attended church,

55
50
45
if 1]
'é.g 35 weekly
i .
%'?3, 25 Z % %
fé,ﬂ / % never
P 20 |
10 //g 7 Z 2

Freshman Sophomore Junior Senior

Fig. 1 Attendance at religious services, weekly and never,
g a i
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Forty-one percent of the Freshman students Jjudged the value of

human life at Kolberg's stage 4, making them the highest class at this

stage, Fifty-eight percent of the Seniors judged human 1ife value at

staze 6, which was the highest at this stage, Ten percent of the

Sophomore class had responses tallied in the "other" marking, (Re-
sponses which were changed or checked at two stages were tallied as
"other".) The Sophomores were the highest class with this marking,
There was not a significant difference,

Ninety-three percent of the Senior students, 77% of the Juniors,
76% of the Sophomores, and 83% of the Freshmen reported that their
relizious beliefs did effect their everyday decisions at least seme--
time, There was not a significant difference,

Figure 2 illustrates the changes in the value placed on religion
by the students in each academic class, Both the percentage of
students who valued religion more and the percentage who valued it
less tended to increase with advancement in academic class, However a

much larger percentage at each academic level said that they valued

religion more rather than less, The difference was significant at

the ,01 level on this variable,
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35
° ]
% 30 ] value religion
? g
’EJE 20 ;;' more
B4 15 7/ Z N U
LTS /% / ? oss
nn
5 7 % / /
% % , /.
Freshman Sophomore Junior Senior

Fig, 2, Lvaluation of religion changed, more or less in college,

The responses to each survey question as reported by the academic

classes are presented in percentage in Tables 12 - 22,



TABLE 12

35

;'{"?:—Ljﬂ%ig%;gi—,iﬂ\mi Philosophy of Life as a Functi
== — on of Academic Class

Do you, personally,

religious faith or philosophy of 1ife?

Yes

No

feel you need to believe in some sort of

Don't Numbe r

__know 3
Freshman 89% 6% 5% 6L
Sophomore 91 7 2 59
Junior 88 8 3 67
Senior 95 2 2 43

Note,-Chi square not computable due to small expected frequencies,

TABLE 13

___Code of Ethics or Religious Belief as a Function of Academic Class_

Which one of the following statements most nearly expresses

your opinion of what you, personally, need to lead an

adequate and satisfying life?

Freshman Sophomore Junior Senior

Some sincere working philosophy
or code of ethics, not
necessarily a religious belief,

Some religious belief, but it
may be purely personal, Church
attendance contributes nothing,

An individual religious belief,
Attendance at church helps, but
is not absolutely necessary.

An individual religious belief
is not sufficient, You must
also be a member and a regular
attendant of church,

Number =

14%

52

64

27% 224 26%
5 8 14
b6 51 2
19 18 16
59 67 43
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TABLE 14

—— M’Mit a5 a Function of Academic Class

Which of the following statements more closely describes your
ideas about the Deity?

Freshman Sophomore Junior Senior

1 believe in a Divine God, Creator

of the Universe, Who knows my

innermost thoughts and feelings

and Who is constantly with me ' e B s o7
and cares about me, to Whom

I am accountable,

I believe in a power greater than

myself, which some people call 11 16 18 19
God and some people call Nature,

It is an impersonal power,

1 believe in the worth of humanity 3 2 2 0
but not in God or a Supreme Being,

I believe only in natural law and

that the so-called mysteries are 0 2 3 2
ultimately knowable according to

scientific method,

I am not quite sure what I believe, 11 12 10 9

Number = €4 59 67 43
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TAELE 15

Sudd R
_ ‘ udden Religious Experience as a Function of Academic Class *

Wou]d you 8Say that you have eve
r had a "religiou
that 1 g s or mysti "
S, a moment of sudden I'Qlﬂ'jous insi Cc expe;ience,

Freshman Sophomore Junior Senior

Yes 50% m I.],S% [4,7%

Ne 39 Lk 31 25

Don't know 9 ” 21 -
Number = 6l 59 &7 43

If yes, when did this occur?
Before 88% 69% 75%  60%

entering college

Since 6 N 22 40
entering college
Number = 32 29 32 20
* p<05
TAELE 16

Prayer as a Function of Academic Class .

About how often do you pray?

Frequently Occas jonally Seldom Never—_q Number

rosman WA 2 6 | e
Sophomore 34 37 19 10 59
Junior 33 34 2l 9 67
37 16 7 43

Senior -'—’L///
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TABLE 17

— et e, S a as a F f ad

People have different ideag about Sunday

Tod
check one of the following s MacEhe iow s Susl,

tatements,

Freshman Sophomore Junior Senior

Sunday is & day for religion
and rest, nothing else, 33% 15% 2u% 28%

Whatever else a person does on 34 mn
Sunday, he should go to church, 31 33
What is proper for weekdays

is proper for Sunday, Each 33 39 6 0
day is the same as the other, ‘ ‘

Busber x 64 59 67 43

TABLE 18

Opinion About the Church as a Function of Academic Class_

———

Which of the following statements more nearly states your
opinion about the church, as you know it today?

Freshman Sophomore Junior Senior

The church is a static,

crystalized institution, and 8% 7% 13% 5%
as such it is unwholesome

and detrimental to society

and the individual,

The message which the church
seeks to teach is essential

to life, but the ways of 64 59 67 70
teaching this message need to

be changed,

The church is the best 5 15 23
operating institution and 25 7

should continue its operations
as they presently exist,

Vmer= & » 7 9
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TABLE 19

Attendance at Religious Services as a Function of Academic Class

How often do you attend religious services?

Freshman Sophomore Junior Senior

Once a week or more 53% n% 39% 0%
About twice a month 19 15 9 14
About once a month 9 9 16 16
Mainly on important 3 10 8 16
holidays

Never or almost never 14 25 27 23

Number = 64 59 67 L3




TABLE 20

Vg}ue of _ﬁgmin_L&ir_o_ﬂ_g_lfunctio

n_of Academic Class

— T ——— - —

which of the following statements nore e
‘ nearly expresses h
the value of human 14 fo? P es how you judge

Freshman Sophomore Junior Senior

The value of a person's life

is based on that person's
status and physical 3% 0% 5% 0%
attributes,

The value of human life is

dependent upon its usefulness
as an instrument to satisfy > a8 L 9
needs,

The value of human life is
based on empathy and 3 2 5 0
affection of family members,

The human 1life is valuable 1 25 25 26
because God created man,

Life is a universal human
right, and its value is 2 7 5 5
based on community welfare,

The value of human life

is bzsed on its sacredness

as representing a universal ] 46 45 58
human value and on respect

for the individual,

Number = 64 59 67 43
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TABLE 21

li_i—i{ éﬁfg%?wwtion of Academic Class

Is your life -
Suvieiss, etc(goals' motivation, values, everyday

+, aifected by your religious beliefs?

Freshman Sophomore Junior Senior

s Y
No 17 20 22 ?
Sometimes 41 42 37 40
Number = 64 59 €7 43
TABLE 22

Change in Value of Religion as a Function of Academic Class #*#

In what way has your evaluation of religion changed, if at all,

since you came to college?

I value religion No Number
_More Less Change
Freshman 16% 6% 78% 64
Sophomore 29 17 53 59
Junior 34 16 48 67
Senior 35 21 Wy 43

s p<,01
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Iﬂg Academic Maior Grougs

Over 90% of each group of academic mejors felt a need to believe in

some sort of religious faith op philosophy of 1ife except the Social

Science, #Applied ocience and those students who were undecided as to

a major study. Because of small expected values chi square was not

computed, 31Xty-two percent of the Fine irts students indicated the
need for some religious belief to lead an adequate and satisfying life,
Over 75% of the remaining major groups needed some sort of religious

pbelief, Lthere was not a significant difference,

Eighty-seven percent of the Susiness majors and 46% of the Social
Science majors believed in a personal Divine God, This was the hichest
and the lowest percentages with this idea about the Deity, Thirty-
eight percent of the students undecided about a major reported that
they were not sure what they believed about the Leity, There was not
a significant difference in the students' ideas about the Leity as a

function of their academic major,
About 50% of each major group had experienced a sudden religious

awakening except 33% of the Fine Arts students reported that they had

experienced such an awakening, There was & significant difference at

the ,05 level, Over 90% of each of the major groups reported that

they prayed at least sometime except the Social Science students,

however chi square was not computable, Significant difference at the

.01 level between the students' ideas about Sunday as a function of

their academic major resulted when 0% of the Undecided major group felt

y for religion and rest, Forty-six percent of

53% of the Fine Arts students

that Sunday is a day onl

these students with undecided ma jors,
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and 46% of the Social Science students felt that Sunday is the same a
5

any other day,

S
Fine arts, Social Science and students with undecided majors

reported noticeably high percentages to believe the church is essential

15
but the teachingz methods need changing, Chi square was not computable

concerning the students' opinions about the church, Attendance at
religious services was significantly different at the ,01 level,
Fifty-eight percent of the Education majors was the highest weekly
attendance and 24% of the Social Science students was the lowest weekly

attendance, Forty percent of the Fine Arts students never attended

religious services,

The students in the academic major groups judged the value of
human 1ife mainly in stage 6 and then stage 4 except 34% of the
Business students indicated judgement in both stage 6 and stage 4 and
50% of the Applied Arts students indicated stage 4, and 31%, stage 6,
Seventeen percent of the Fine Arts students placed judgement at stage
2, There was no significant difference.

Ninety-three percent of the Applied Science majors said that their
religious belief affected their lives and 73% of the Fine Arts majors

said that their lives were affected by their religious belief, The

other major groups reported percentages between these two, There was

not a significant difference. Twenty-nine percent of the Social

Science students had come to value religion more since comine to

college and 29% less, bkight percent of those students undecided as to
their major had come to value religion more and 8% less., There was
ge of the value of religion

not a significant difference in the chan



as & function of the students' academic major,

Each question of the survey with the percentare responses of each

academic major 7roup are reported in Tables 23 - 33,



Religious Faith or Philosoph

\‘L;%\

of Life as a Function of Academic Major

Do you, personally,
relicious

Business
Education

Fine Arts
Social Science
Applied Arts
Applied Science

Undecided

TAELE 23

b5

feel you need to believe in some sort of

faith or philosophy of 1ife?
Yes No Don't Number
know

96% ) 0% b

90 7 3 59

93 0 L 30

85 12 2 b
100 0 0 16

86 7 7 30

84 8 8

Note,-Chi square

13

not computable due to small expected values,



TABLE 24

Code of Ethics or Religious Belief as a Function of Academic Major

Which one of the following statements most nearly expressed your opinion
of what you, personally, need to lead an adequate and satisfying life?
Fusiness Education Fine Social

Applied Applied
Arts Science

Undecided
Arts Science

Some sincere working
philosophy or code of

11% 15% 37% 29%
ethics, not necessarily
a relizious balief,

25% 23% 23%

Some religious belief,
but it may be purely
personal, Church

5 9 13 15
attendance contributes
nothing,

An individual religious

belief, Attendance at 57 51 33
church helps, but is

not absolutely necessary.

39 Ly 60 69
An individual religious

belief is not sufficient,

You must also be a member

27 19 16 17
and a regular attendant

25 10 0
at church,

Number =

30 | 13




TAELE 25

Ideas About the Deity as a Function of Academic Major

Which of the following statements more closely describes your ideas about the Deity?

Business Education Fine Social Applied Applied Undecided
Arts Science Arts Science

I believe in a Divine God, Creator
of the Universe, Who knows my
innermost thoughts and feelings, 874 76% 70% Ué% 50%
and Aho is constantly with me

and cares about me, to Whom

1 am accountable,

70% 38%

1 believe in a power greater than
nyself, which some people call 9 13 23 22 21 L
God and some people call Nature,

23
It is an impersonal power,
I believe in the worth of humanity 0 0 0 5 J 3 0
but not in God or a Supreme Being.
I believe only in natural law and
that the so-called mysteries are 0 0 0 7 0 3 0
ultimately knowable according to
scientific method,
I am not quite sure what I believe, 3 7 7 17 é 16 38

Number = 4L 59 30 L1 16 30 13

i



TAELE 26

Sudden Religious Experience as a Function of academic Major *

Would you say that you have ever had a "religious or mystic experience,”
that is a moment of sudden religious insight or awakening?

Business Education Fine Social Applied Applied Undecided

Arts  Science Arts Science
Yes 57% 54% 33% s 4o ué% Sh%
No 29 22 50 L6 25 50 31
Don't know 14 22 17 10 2 3 15
Number = Ly 59 30 41 16 30 - 13

If yes, when did this occur?
Before 88% 69% uo% 83% 100% 57% 100%

entering college

Since 12 28 50 17 0 43 0
entering college

Number = 25 32 10 18 7 14 4

* p<05



TABLE 27

__??'“.y"f as a Function of Academic Ma jor
e, AR STE | gl

About how often do you pray?

Equerltly Occasionally Seldom Never

{Number
Business b 41% 14% ug M. -
Education 47 Lo 12 1 59
Fine Arts 27 36 27 10 30
Social Science 27 24 27 22 4
Applied Arts 56 19 19 6 16
Applied Science 17 56 17 10 30
Undecided 46 38 8 8 13

Note,-Chi square not computable due to small expected frequencies,
TABLE 28

~ Ideas About Sunday as a Function of Academic Major **

s b Tl

People have different ideas about Sunday, To describe how you feel,
check one of the following statements,

Sunday is a day Whatever else What is proper

for religion a person does for weekdays
and rest, on Sunday, he is proper for
nothing else, should go to Sunday, Each
church, day is the same
as the other, |Number
Business 324 4eh 16% L
Education 36 31 27 59
Fine Arts 17 30 53 30
46 41
Social Science 22 2k
38 16
Applied Arts 31 25
43 33 30
Applied Science 17
Undecided 0 e

% pe¢ 0l



TAELE 29

Opinion About the Church as a Function of Academic Major

Which of the following

as you know it today?

Rusiness

The church is a static,

Education Fine
Arts

Social
Science

statements more nearly states your opinion about the church,

Applied Applied Undecided

Arts

Science

crystalized institution,
and as such it is unwhole-
some and detrimental to

society and the indiwvidual,

The message which the
church seeks to teach is
essential to life, but
the ways of teaching

this message need to be
changed.,

The church is the best
operating institution
and should contirmue its
operations as they
presently exist,

34

3% 13%

68

25 7

12%

10

3L

6%

7% 8%

53 84

23 8

Number = Ly

30

LAk

16

30

Note.-Chi square not computable due to small

expected

values,



_Attendance at Religious

How often do you attend religious services?

Business Education Fine Social

Arts

Science

51

Services as a Function of Academic Major **

Applied Applied Unde-

o Arts Science cided
Once a week 50% 58% 33 2
e B4 0% wh %
About twice 18 12 10 12 6 13 31
a month
About once 11 5 13 17 13 10 8
a month
Mainly on
important 7 14 3 10 0 13 0
holidays
Never or 14 10 4o 32 31 10 31
almost never

Number = Ly 59 30 41 16 30 13

** pg,01



TAELE 31

Value of Human Life as a Function of Academic Major

Which of the following statements more nearly expresses how you judge the value of human life?
Business Education Fine Social

Applied Applied Undecided
Arts Science Arts Science
The value of a person's life is

based on that person's status 2% o% 3% 0% 6% 0% 0%
and physical attributes,

The value of human life is
dependent upon its usefulness 7 9 1.7 12
as an instrument to satisfy needs.

The value of human 1ife is
based on empathy and 7 2 3
affection of family members,

The human life is waluable 34 32 13 27 23
because God created man,

Life is a universal human right,

and its value is based on 7 3
community welfare,

The value of human life is based

on its sacredness as representing 34 Ly 57 54 31 53 54
a universal human value and on
respect for the individual.

Number = 44 30 13

49
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TABLE 32

_ T e esRie 20 8 T f Academic Major

Is your life (goals, motivation, values B
eve ay decisi te,
affected by your religiox'ls ug:fz? o ote.)

Business Education Fine Social Applied Applied Unde-
Arts Science Arts Science cided

Yes 43% 52% 27%  39% o wob 2%

No 21 17 27 22 13 7 15

Sometimes 34 30 L6 39 3 53 62

| Number = M4 5 30 M 6 0 13
TAELE 33

__Change in Value of Religion as a Function of Academic Major

In what way has your evaluation of religion changed, if at all,
since you came to college?

I value religion No Number
More Less Change
Business 32% 14% 55% L
Education 29 7 64 59
Fine Arts 27 20 53 30
Social Science 29 29 b2 b1
Applied Arts 25 6 69 16
Applied Science 30 17 53 '30
Undecided 8 8 ,L/_L_P___

[ SN




The Church Preference Grouga

Sixty-four percent of those students who indicateq no church

preference reported that they needed to believe in some sort of
[}

religious faith or philosophy of 1ire and 28% reported that they did

not feel such a need. Expscted frequencies were too small to compute

chi square, Ninety-one percent of the Church of Christ students stated

that they needed some religious belief to lead an adequate and satisfy-
ing life. Forty-eight percent of these felt that a person must be a
member and a regular attendant at church, Sixteen percent of the
students with no church preference reported the need for some religious
belief while 72% reported that they needed some working philosophy or
code of ethics to lead an adequate and satisfying 1ife, There was a
significant difference at the ,01 level,

Over ninety percent of each church preference group believed in
God, with the remaining percentages of each group not sure what they
believed except only 40% of those students who indicated no church
preference believed in God, Chi square was not computable, Forty-two
percent of the Catholic students reported that they did not know if
they had had a religious awakening, Fifty percent of the Catholic
students, 48% of the Church of Christ students and 76% of those

students indicating no church preference reported that they e

experienced a sudden religious awakening, There was a significant

difference at the ,01 level, Only about 5% of each church group never

prayed except that 80% of those students jndicating no church prefer-

dent
ence prayed never or seldom. The frequency of praying for the students
11 other

of no church preference was & reversal of the frequency for a



55

groups. The significant difference was at the ,01 level
2 evel,

Sixty-two percent of the Church of Christ students felt that what-
ever else, a person should go to church on Sunday and the students in-
dicating no church preference felt that Sunday is the same as any other
day. The significant difference between the students' ideas about
sunday as a function of their church preference was at the ,01 level,
zero percent (0%) of the Church of Christ students felt that the church
is static and detrimental and 0% of the Catholic students and of those
students indicating no church preference felt that the church is the
best operating institution as it exists. Chi square was not computable,
Over 70% of each church preference group attended religious services at
least once a month except 80% of thoses students indicating no church
preference never attended, There was significant difference at the
.01 level,

The largest percentage of students in each church preference
groups judged the value of human life at stage 6 except 38% of the
Church of Christ students were at stage 6 while 57% were at stage U4,
The next largest percentages in each group was at stage 4, except the

Catholic students and students who indicated no church preference

indicated stage 2 as their second choice, There was a significant

difference at the .01 level,

Over B80% of each group said that their life was affected by their

religious beliefs except 43% of the Church of Christ students and 60%

that their
of the students who indicated no church preference reported tha

i There was a
lives were not affected by their religious beliefs.

he students’ lives were

significant difference between whether t
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affected by their religious beliefs as a function of their church

preference at the .01 level, Nineteen percent of the Church of Christ

students valued religion more and 0% valued it less since coming to
college, Four percent of the students indicating no church preference
had come to value religion more and 36% valued it less since coming to
college., There was a significant difference at the ,01 level,

Tables 34 - 44 present the percentage responses of each church

preference group to the various questions concerning religion,



Relig}_g‘ﬁ.ﬂith or PhilOSO h
e \

Do you, personally,
religious

Catholic

Baptist

Church of Christ
United Methodist
Other

No

TABLE 34

57

of Life 8s_a Function of Church Preference

feel you need to believe in some sort of

faith or philosophy of 1ife?
Yes No Don't
know
U 8% 8%
92 ] 3
95 0 6
96 0 2
95 5 .
64 28 8

Number

12
79
21

54
42

25

Note,-Chi square not computable due to small expected frequencies,



TABLE 35

Code of Ethics or Religious Belief as a Function of Church Preference **

Which one of the following statements most nearly expresses your opinion
of what you, personally, need to lead an adequate and satisfying life?

Some sincere working
philosophy or code of
ethics, not necessarily
a religious belief,

Some religious belief
but it may be purely
personal, Church

attendance contributes
nothing.

An individual religious
belief, Attendance at
church helps, but is

not absolutely necessary,

An individual religious
belief is not sufficient,
You must also be a member

and a regular attendant
at church,

Catholic Baptist Church of United Other No
Christ Methodist
25% 18% 5% 19% 12% 72%
8 YL 5 L 12 8
58 L9 38 70 50 8
8 22 48 7 24 Y
Number = 12 79 21 54 42 25

** pl01



TABLE 36

Ideas About the Deity as a Function of Church Preference

Which of the following statements more closely describes your ideas about the Deity?

Catholic Baptist Church of United Other

No
Christ Methodist

I believe in a bLivine God, Creator

of the Universe, Who knows my
innermost thoughts and feelings, 75% 74% 95% 63%
and Who is constantly with me

and cares about me, to Whom

I am accountable,

7% 20%

I believe in a power greater than

myself, which some people call 17 14 5
God and some people call Nature,

It is an impersonal power,

I believe in the worth of humanity

0 o 0] 0 0] 16
but not in God or a Supreme Being,
I believe only in natural law and
that the so-called mysteries are 0 0 0 0 2 8
ultimately knowable according to
scientific method,
I am not quite sure what I believe, 8 8 0 13 7 28

Nunmber = 12 79 21 54 42 25

Note,-Chi square not computable due to small frequencies,
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TABLE 37

Sudden Religious Exhpe_r_ieggg__gl_ 8 Function of Church Preference s
Would you say that you have ever had g "

religious or mystic experience,"
that 1s, a moment of sudden religious insight or awakening? .

Catholic Baptist Church of

United Other No
S ___ Christ Methodist
Yes 8% 65% 38% 0% 524 166
No 50 20 48 30 38 76
Don't knfw 42 15 1w - . 3_
el 12 (&4 21 S4 42 25
If yes, when did this occur?
i ok 8ok 75% 70k 688 50
entering college
Since 100 16 25 22 32 50
entering college )
Number = 1 51 8 27 22 4
o p<.01
TABLE 38
Prayer as a Function of Church Preference oo NP
N About how often do you pray?
Frequently Occasionally Seldom Never Nt_mbor
2 0% 12
Catholic 17% 58% 5% 6 -
10
Baptist 43 41 0 .
14
Church of Christ 43 3 8 . N
L 1
United Methodist 35 3 i
31 19 5
Other 45 2 i " s
No ji________-———jl-—'— - (-

** p¢, 01




61

People have different ideas aboyt Sunday

check one of the following sT0 Cpocribe how you Sl

tatements,

Catholic Baptist Church of United Other No
— Christ Methodist

Sunday is a day
for religion 17%

and rest, I a o 24% o
nothing else,

Whatever else

a person does

on Sunday, he 50 30

should go to % 2 o
church,

What is proper

for weekdays

is proper for 3 30 10 2 26 88
Sunday, Each .

day is the same

a2s the other,

Number = 12 79 21 Sk b2 25

** p<,01
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TABLE 40

::g?inion About the Church as a Function of Church Preference

which of the followi
ng statements more nearl
opinion about the church, as you know fi 1232;: you

Catholic Baptist Church of United Other No
Christ Methodist

The church is a

static, crystalized

jpstitution, and as

such it is unwhole- 32

some and detrimental o * @ * i
to society and the

indj,vidual .

The message which

the church seeks

to teach 1is

essential to life, 58 67 43 W i &
put the ways of

teaching this

message need to

be changed.

The church 18 the

best operating

institution and

should continue 0 24 52 17 33 0

its operations as
they presently

exist, e
Note.-Chi square not computable due t0 snall expocted valies:



TAELE 41

How often do you attend religious services?

63

Catholic Baptist Church of Upiteq Other No

S Christ Methodist
Once a week 424 .
or mors R
About twice 17 23 14
a month . 2 »
About once 17 6 10 19 14 0
a month
Mainly on
important 8 5 10 9 12 12
holidays
Never or 17 18 10 17 12 80
almost never

Number = 12 79 21 54 42 25

*+ p<,01



TAELE 42

Value of Human Life as a Function of Church Preference

Which of the following statements more nearly expresses how you judge the value of human 1ife?

The value of a person's life is
based on that person's status
and physical attributes,

The value of human 1life is
dependent upon its usefulness
as an instrument to satisfy needs,

The value of human life is based

on empathy and affection of family
members,

The human life is valuable because
God created man,

Life is a universal human right,
and its value is based on
community welfare,

The value of human life is based on
its sacredness as representing a
universal human value and on
respect for the individual,

%

Catholic Baptist Church of United Other No
) Christ Methodistww L
17% o% 0% 4% 0% u
17 10 0 r'd 10 20
0 5 5 4 2 0
8 32 57 22 4o 4
8 1 (o] 6 5 8
50 47 38 50 Lo 52
Number = 12 79 21 54 ‘";g 25

p<.01

"9
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TABELE 43

Life ffected by Religion as a Functiop of Church Preference **

Is your life (goals, motivation, values

everyday decisions, etc)
affected by your religiou; beljefs? '

Catholic Baptist Church of United Other No
Christ Methodist

Yes 17% 4o% 43% N 50%  12%
No 17 13 43 15 14 60
Sometimes 66 37 14 bl 36 28
Number = 12 | 79 21 sS4 42 25
a ‘-" ;<.Ol
TABLE 44

Change in Value of Religion as a Function of Church Preference **

In what way has your evaluation of religion changed, if at all,
since you came to college?

I value religion No Number
More Less Change
Catholic 0% 33% 67% 12
79
Baptist 35 14 49
1 21
Church of Christ 19 0 8
58 Sk
United Methodist k5 9 g
Other X 12 55 3y
I 36 % B
No )



CHAPTER VI

DISCUSSION anp CRITICISM

Ninety-one percent of the Students at Austin Peay felt a need to

believe in Scme sort of philosophy of 1ife, This was higher than the

Goldsen, et al. (1960) study where 80% expressed such a need, Seventy-
six percent of the APSU students expressed a need for some individual
religious belief to lead ap adequate and satisfying life, This was
about the middle of the range of percentages from other studies
(Goldsen, et al., 1960; Chickering, 1969), Forty-sight percent of the
students expressed the need for an individual religious belief, with
church attendance helping but not absolutely necessary,

Sixty-seven percent believed that the Deity is a personal God,
This was the same percentages as the southern schools in the Cornell
study (Jacob, 1957), but was slightly lower than the percentage which
Roscoe (1968) reported, Forty-nine percent indicated that they had
experienced a sudden religious awakening, a higher percentage than
previous studies reported (Feldman & Newcomb, 1969; Eskine, 1965),

Thirty-seven percent of the students prayed frequently and 37% prayed

: E
occasionally, This was lower than national totals reported by Erskine

(1965).

The students were equally divided on what they felt about Sunday.

ligion and
Twenty-five percent felt that Sunday is & day B RO

66



67

like
any other day, ang 35% felt that
whatever else a person does on Sunday
’

rest, 35% felt Sunday is 4 day

he should g0 to church,

The question concerning the church received the most ¢ I
ommen rom

jents, Oi =
the studen vixty-five percent reported the opinion that the
. message

which the church seeks to teach is essential to life, but the w f
. ays o

teaching this nced to be changed, Perhaps this is why only 43% of th
e

students attended relicious services weekly, Yet this was tic
* e as

many as “oldsen et al. (1940) and Ecdy (1969), reported with such

frequent attendance,

Forty-six percent of the students judged the value of human 1ife
at Kohlberg's stagze 6, which indicated a high degree of moral develop-
ment, Thirty percent reported judgement at stage 4, which showed
advancement in development yet retaining a degree of conformity, Ten
percent judged human life value at stage 2,

Fighty-two percent of the students stated that their religious
beliefs affected their lives, their everyday decisions, This was not
what Jacob (1959) reported as he said religion did not guide students'
decisions, For every student who had come to value religion less (15%)

two had come to value it more (28%) since coming to college, Fifty-

seven percent had experience no change in their evaluation of religion

while in college, This was the same revort as the Cornell study

(Jacob, 1957),

It appears that about 75% of the students at APSU accepted

i
religion as it exists today. The greatest point of dissatisfaction
n was not with the

. y 10
“as with the church., However, the dissatisfacti

of teacning. Approximately

PUrpose of the church but with its method



definition in this paper,

There was a significant difference between the religy
gious
attitudes as a function of sex on five of the 1] hypotheses ad d
; advanced,

More females believed in a personal Divine Gog (HEypotheses S-3), had
=AY

experienced a sudden religious awakening (S-4), prayed frequently (S-5)
=J/»

attended religious services regularly (S-8), and Judged the value of

human 1ife at stage 6 and stage 4 (5-9), Males often believed in an

impersonal God, prayed occasionally, attended religious services less
regularly and judged the value of human life at stages €, 4, and 2,

Of interest was that males were more ready to say that the church
is static and detrimental than females, and males said sometimes their
religious beliefs affected their lives while females said yes it did,
Fewer males than females had come to value religion more while in
college, but more males had experienced a sudden religious awakening
while in college., The findings support Ritter (1968) that males are
more liberal than females in their religious attitudes,

In examining the 11 hypotheses concerqing religious attitudes as

a function of academic class, eight were not significant, one could

not be tested, and two were significant at the .05 level, Upper
classmen stated more often that they did not know if they had
-4) and more

experienced a sudden religious awakening (Hypotheses AC

of the upper classmen had changed their evaluation of religion since

coming to college (AC-11).

f the survey
There was a significant difference in the return ©

returned more and
questionnaires, and it was the Junior class who
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Th
is class Was of interest because it

appeired different from the others concerning many 1abl
, varila o8 a

more often had written comments

1though

the differences were not significant
. « The Juniors ex
pressed a higher

T]lev .
- h )¢l

attended religious services less often, This does not support Feld
eldman

and Newcomb (1969) who said the Seniors were less religiously oriented,
At APSU, the seniors seemed to go back toward existing religious beliefs,
Yet they did not go back to the underclassman fundamentalism which
supports other studies (Freedman and Heist, 1962; Hites, 1965; and
Lehman, et al,, 196f),

The Seniors had the highest percentage to judge the value of
human 1ife at stage 6 which supports Hampden-Turner and Whitten (1971)
that primarily college-educzted youth attain high levels of moral
judeement,

When the 11 hypotheses concerning the religious attitudes as a
function of academic major were submitted to statistical analysis,
four were not significant, four could not be tested and three were
significant, The academic major groups differed in their report of
occurrence of a sudden religious experience (Hypotheses AM-4), ideas
about Sunday (AM-6) and attendance at religious services (AM-8),

The Fine arts and Social Science students were noticeably less

reliciously oriented, They reported less need for a religious belief

to lezd a satisfying 1ife, less belief in a Divine God, prayed less,
tended
more felt the church is static and detrimental, and fewer atte
6 and 2, their
weekly, They judged the value of human life at stages a ’
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religious belief's did not affect their 1ife and f. h
ewer had come to

=

function of church preference were testable, A1l eight were high
. 2 ere highly

significant, Those students who preferred the Church of Christ difs
ered

from other 7roups on several variables, More of these students fel
nts felt

that an individual belief was not enough, a person must be a me ber and
: t mber a

regular attendant of church to lead an adequate life, that whatever
else a person should go to church on Sunday, and that the church 3" the
best operating institution, They judged the value of human 1ife at
stage 4 and none had come to value religion less while in college,
However they did not report that they attended religious services any
more than did other groups and they reported that their religious
beliefs did not affect their lives, their everyday decisions, It
appeared that even though the Church of Christ students reported strong
relizious beliefs they did not carry their beliefs into everyday life,

The Catholic students prayed less frequently and had a large
percentaze who were not sure whether they had experienced a sudden
relizious awakening, (The Catholic Church does not recognize sudden
relizious experience as part of their doctrine,) They felt the church
to need chanse or to be detrimental,

Those students who indicated no church preference were almost a

complete reversal of the other groups. Only one fourth of this group

nly a
needed a religious belief by which to live. Mostly they needed only

d in no Supreme Being or were no

Pér‘ience. never prayed,

t sure
code of ethics, They believe

¥hat they believed, They had had no religious ex



n
never attended church feeling that Sunday 1, Just 1)
® any other day

They Judged the value of human 1ife at
' stages 2 apq 3. T
' * 7+ They did fee)

that the message of the church is essential to 1ife but th
’ @ ways of

teaching this need change, Religion did not affect their ryd
eve ay

dec:sions, their life, and they valued religion less Since coming t
: oming to

college.

In summary it was found that the majority of the students at APSU
did embrace the religious beliefs as they exist in the America culture
today, Thelr observances are indicative that they espouse religion,
The students' church preference influenced the beliefs and observances
of their religious lives most, The sex and academic ma jor were next in
influence upon the attitudes of the students, while the academic class

had the least affect upon the students' religion,

Criticism

Problems were encountered in this study because the sample was
too small in some instances to be used for statistical computation,
Stratification should have been conducted to obtain larger and more
equal groups, Stratification was done only by academic class and

there was significance at the ,01 level in the returned questionnaires,

Why this occured was not studied, The sample was selected with no

provisions for those students who had quit school, Also no provisions

were made in the tabulation to account for those few students who

refused to complete the questionnaire due to the subject of 1t.

nd were considered, In spite

These problems presented themselves a

it is felt that the findings are significant and

of these weaknesses ’

valid,
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APPENDIX

The <uestionnaire

The actual questionnaire was on paper size 8X13 What 1
. at 1s given

here is the wording and order of questions,

Take just a 1ittle time to help a felilow student-
For my Master Thesis, I want to find out what college students think

about religion. Please help me to do this
questions, by answering the following

Some information about you will be
needed, for grouping the data; and
then you just check the answer that
is the nearest to what you really

believe,
Thank you for your help, I endorse this study,
Sarah Lowe Dr, Garland E, Blair
Graduate Student Chairman, Department of
Psychology, APSU Psychology, APSU

PLEASE FILL THESE BLANKS with information about yourself,

College Classification
Sex

Age

Department of College Major Study

Church Affiliation or Preference

MaR{ YOUR ANSWER TC THE FOLLOWING QUESTIONS

Do you, personally, feel you need to believe in some sort of religious
faith or philosophy of life?

Yes No. __Don't know,

About how often do you pray?

Seldom, ___Never
___Frequently, ___Occasionally. it

74
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Is your life (goals, motivation values,
affected by your Nliéious b,h:‘;:;'yday decisions, ete,)
___Yes, No,

——

—Don't know,
How often do you attend religious services?

__0Once a week or more, —Mainly on important holidays,

___About twice a month, Never or almost neve
- r.

About once a month,

which of the following statements more near
the value of human 1ifel Ly expresses how you judge

The value of a person's life is based on th
status and physical attributes, Bkl

The value of human life is dependent upon its usefulness
as an instrument to satisfy needs,

__The value of human life is based on empathy and affection
of family members,

The human life is valuable because God created man,

__Life is a universal human right, and its value is based
on community welfare,

__The value of human 1ife is based on its sacredness as
representing a universal human value and on respect
for the individual,

Would you say that you have ever had a "religious or mystic experience,"
that is, a moment of sudden religious insight or awakening?

T No. ___Don't know,

If yes, when did this occur?

Before entering college, ___Since entering college,

t nearly expresses your opinion

Which one of the following statements mos lead an adequate and

of what you, personally, need to
satisfying 1ife?

r code of ethics,

__Some sincere working philosophy obelief.

not necessarily a religious
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___Some religious belief, but it may be

Church attendance contribut, rely personal,

Pu
es nothing,

___An individual religious belief

A
helps, but is not absolutely 2::3:2‘;; at church

—An individual religious belief is not sufficient
nt,

church, r and a regular attendant of

people have different ideas about Sunday,

T
check one of the followi © describe how you feel,

ng statements,
___Sunday is a day for religion and rest, nothing else

___Whatever else a person does on Sund
iy ay, he should go to

___What is proper for weekdays is proper for Sunday, Each
day is the same as the other,

which of the following statements more nearly states your opinion about
the church, as you know it today?

—The church is a static, crystalized institution, and as
such it is unwholesome and detrimental to society
and the individual,

___The message which the church seeks to teach is essential
to 1life, but the ways of teaching this message need
to be changed,

___The church is the best operating institution and should
continue its operations as they presently exist,

Which of the following statements more closely describes your ideas
about the Deity?

I believe in a Divine God, Creator of the universe, Who
T knows my innermost thoughts and feelings, and Who is
constantly with me and cares about me, to Whom I am

accountable,

__1 believe in a power gruptal Than le call Nature, It is

people call God and some peop
an impersonal power.

ra
1 believe in the worth of humanity but not in God ©

Supreme Being.
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I believe only in natural law a

_— nd th
universal mysteries are u1t1m&t:§yt:;0:0;§ulled
according to scientific method e

___I am not quite sure what I believe,

what way has your evaluation of religion changed
In you came to college? zed, if at all, since

___I value religion more,

No
___1 value religion less, —No chazgs,

Again thank you for sharing with me your beliefs about religion and
- for allowing me to count you in the writing of my paper,

If you would like to make any comment on the

questions, or on your feelings about religion, please
write it below,

Sarah Lowe

Categories of Response Placement

Total student sample
1) Sex
total male sample
total female sample
2) hAcademic C(lass
Freshman
Sophomore
Junior

Senior



3) Major Field of Study
Business
Accounting
Business Administration
Business Education
Fine Arts
Art
English
Journalism
Music
Speech and Theatre
Social Science
Economics
Geography
History
Psychology
Philosophy
Political Science

Sociology

78

Education

Elementary Education
Health and Physical
Education
Applied Arts
Nurse Education
Industrial Arts
Agriculture
Home Economics
Applied Science
Biology
Chemistry
Mathematics
Physics
Undecided

None



W) Church Preference
Catholic
paptist
Church of Christ
United Methodist
No
None

Left blank

Other
Church of God
Christian (Disciples of
Christ)

Cumberland Presbyterian
Assembly of God
Episcopalian
Mormon
Nazarene

Protestant
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§LEQ£E£ comments

Thuite WARy %5 The DS, oF Yhe questionnaire, 4y Opport
Ortunity given

re received, F th
comments we ce Or the interest of the read
er, some of th
ese

are reproduced here. Following each are the sex

v academic class, ma jor

il 66 E . el prataveans of the person who made th t
e state-

ment.

"Collece has given me a chance to view my religion and hoy —"
I rezlly believe," Female, Junior, Education, Baptist,

",..when do you believe in God the most?...Many times I lack in
cormunication,..praying lots of times only when in trouble or hurt,"
Male, Freshman, Education, Baptist,

"My feelings about religion are sometimes contradictory and
inconsistent, I do believe in religion however,,," Female, Senior,
Social Science, Presbyterian,

"Turmoil in my life and environment makes religion difficult for
me, Later in 1ife I hope things go toward religious aspects more,"
Male, Senior, Social Science, Cumberland Presbyterian,

",..not opposed to religion itself, but to those who use religion

to place themselves on a pedestal," Male, Senior, Social Science, No,

]
"Too many 'Christians' are so wrapped up in 'Heaven,' 'hell,

and the 'ire you Saved-bit,' that they forget about fellow human-

beings, " Female, Freshman, Social Science, No.
. zion, and
"Many people don't understand the importance of religion,

j \ \formon,
Just what's going on," Male, Junior, “pplied Arts, Mo



(o]
(o]
i

) sas. " VM, N
4§ Pvpryonf’ F‘]J S . ‘]9, Junjor, QOC?;(] bcjen,

".,,th"ir (Si“) is a pers

e, NO,

“,,.2 21t need for relirion, but tod
. -0day's individya)
L asks why,

he needs to have relizion presented in a more honest faghy
on-u.we are

veyord the point of beins reliziously molded without, knowing why. »
| g why,

Mzle, Junior, ousiness, United Methodist,

Ma

"Religion for me, is a personal thing," Male, Seniop Fine art
’ Arts,

Church of Christ,

"Everyone should or does believe in some kind of God,,,a need

for a chanze in how religion is taught but I don't have the answer, "
Female, Junior, Education, United Methodist,

"I am not Catholic, Protestant, Jewish, nor even Atheistic, And
yet I feel 1 am religzious,,,my "religious belief" is faith in myself,"
¥ale, Senior, Fine Arts, universal catholic,

"Does a religious belief have to be a belief in a superior being?
...] believe that man is his own god," Female, Junior, Education, No,

"I believe in God to a certain degree. A religion isn't necessary,
I feel if one will help himself, God will help," Female, Junior,

Education, No,

"...a standard of moral philosophy which I try to live my life by.

Arts
Whether this is a religion is questionable." Female, Junior, Fine Arts,

United Methodist .
' Male,

1
"The church, for me, has no importance whatsoever.

Sophomore, Social Science, No.
for you in any-
"sllnday iS man's da.y and it shOU1d u a gOOd day y

Education, United Methodist.

W&y thit you consider good," Female, Senior,
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w .,3/4 of what the church does is & bunch of b1l
'tcb\lt I c..n.
t

e church for the other 1/4,

+h
disc,{!d n The Church d

Oes help,,,If 3¢

ot been for the church and Gi
had not been n rl Scouts, I WO
uld not haye
arw

R tandards what
character or st soever, One problem wi
th the church
is that

it can be a place for withdrawal,,,The only way to be
happy is to ta
take

t the church says out into life,” Female, Juniop
’

h
was Applied Science,

United Methodist,

",..churches would be better if the preacher would stop being
thought of as God and material things were not as important as they
have become," Female, Freshman, Applied Arts, United Methodist,

"The church today is hypocritical, It is based on a system of
punishment and reward," Male, Senior, Education, No,

"I was fooled by Religious people who were not concerned about me
but they were concerned about how much money I gave to the church, I
am going to leave organized religion to the people who "think" they
have a gooc thingz going, Maybe they do but X don't want to be a part
of it," Male, Junior, Social Science, No,

"Sunday is an important day, It has been set aside for religion

and rest,,,.this is not all that can be done on Sunday, . .Sunday should

be something more than any other weekday," Male, Senior, Applied

Science, United Methodist,
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