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CHAPTER I 

THE PROBLEM AND DEFINITION OF TERMS 

Over seventy years ago John Dewey focused attention 

on children's interests. The subject is still being studied 

even though the Progressive Education Movement has given way 

to more recent innovations. Much of the research on inter

est today is used as a starting point for teachers and li

brari ans to guide children's reading. This particular sur

vey is concerned with the interests and reading preferences 

of elementary students at the third grade level. 

I. THE PROBLEM 

Statement of the problem . It was the purpose of this 

study to investigate the interests and preferences of third 

grade children. Some of the following questions were ex

plored: What activities do they prefer?; What do they like 

to read?; Are there any differences between boys and girls in 

regard to reading preferences? 

Importance .Q.f. the study. Thousands of words have been 

written about the importance of using interests to motivate 

better reading. If we start where children ' s interests are, 

we can build upon this foundation to develop taste and dis

crimination. The importance of this study is primarily 
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personal . The writer ' s curiosity about children's interests 

was arouse d during a research project on individualized read

in g. This study was planned to be of assistance to the par

ticipating teachers, and ultimately to assist the students . 

If it accomplishes no more than to help the teachers to know 

more about the reading interests and preferences of their 

students, it will have fulfilled a purpose . 

II. DEFINITION OF TERMS 

Although the words are often used int er-changeably, 

some distinction should be made between the meaning of 

interest and preference . 

Interest . This may be defined in the conte xt of 

motivational theory . It is distinguished from preference or 

drive . Hurlock says "an interest is a learned moti ve that 
1 

satisfies a need." Getzels defines interest as "a charac -

teristic disposition ••• which impels an individual to seek 

out particular objects or activities for attention .
2 

Austi n 

suggests that interests i nclude the things that children like 

1Elizabeth s. Hurlock , Child Development (New York : 
mcGraw-Hill Book Company, Inc . , 1956), p . 594 . 

2J. w. Getzels, "The Problem Of Interests : A Recon
sideration," Reading: Seventy five Years 2f. Progress , H. 
Alan Robinson, editor (Proceedings of the Annual Conference 
on Reading held at the University of Chicago, Vol . 28 . 
Chicago: The University of Chicago Press, 1966), P• 98 . 



to do, the people the y like t o know about , an d t he t hin gs 

they want t o lea rn how t o do. 3 Th erefore the word in te rest 

is used here t o mean a motivational force that directs 

atte ntion to certain related culminating activities. 

Preference. A preference is defined in the context 

3 

of discriminatory activ i ties. One makes choices between 

alte rn atives. Getzels defines a preference as "a disposition 

to receive one object as against another. 114 One may prefer 

spinach over squash but have absolutely no interest in either 

one, 

3 1Yl artha Lou Austin, "A Survey of Current Reading 
Interests in Kindergarten Through Grade Three," Developing 
Pe rmanent Interest l!:!_ Reading, Helen Robinson, editor, 
(Chica go: The University of Chicago Press, 1956), P• 53. 

4Getzels, f!.E_• cit., p. 97. 



CH APTER II 

REVI EW OF THE LIT ERATUR E 

Re adin g i nte r ests and s t ory pr e fe re nc es have been the 

subject of more t han 300 studies. 5 Accordin g t o Townse nd, 

the greate s t number of s t udies relat ed to r esearch of r ea ding 

i nte r ests oc cur r ed in the pe riod betwe en 1938 and 1953. She 

su gg ested that r e sea rch i s just as imp ortant now bec ause "it 

ke ep s th e pup il in the cente r of our attent i on and recognizes 

hi m a s a growin g highly motivated organism. 116 Cleary cau

tions that i ndividual in t erests serve only as general guides 

and sho uld be treated as such . 7 

I . LITERATUR E RE LATED TO METHODOLOGY 

Much of the literature is concerned with t he methods 

o f obta i ni ng info r mation about interests and preferences . 

Th e most common methods are interest inventories , which in

c l ude qu est ions or check lists about favorite activities and 

5william s. Gray, "Physiology and Psychology of 
Re ading , 11 Encyclopedia of Educational Research , (New York: 
The Ma c Mi llan Company, 1960), p . 1105 . 

6Ag atha Townsend, " Wha t Research Says to the Reading 
Teacher : anot her look a t reading int erests," The Reading 
Teacher , XIII (April, 1960 ), p . 302 . 

7Florence Damon Cleary, Blueprints For Better Reading, 
(N ew Yo r k: The H. w. Wilson Company , 1957), P• 35 . 
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f K tt B H . 9 R 10 book or story pre erences . o mayer, arr1s, ussell, 

and Strang11 have published sample inventories . 

Another method either included in an inventory, or 

given by itself, is the "three wishes" survey. The child is 

asked to his choice of three wishes. Larrick, 12 expres s 

Bell, 
13 

Harris 
14 

of this method. and have made use 

Zimet was quite critical of methodology in her review 

of research on interests and su ggested a refinement of ob-

· · h . f t· lS ta1n1ng sue 1n orma ion. In response to this criticism, 

Ford and Koplyay devised a new technique. This was a 

( St. 

(New 

8william Kottmeyer, Handbook for Remedial Reading 
Louis: Webster Publishing Company, 1959) , pp. 36-39~ 

9
Albert J. Harris, How To Increase Reading Ability , 

York: Longmans, GreenandCompany, 1956), P• 479. 

! □ David H. Russell, Children Learn to Read (New 
York: Ginn and Company, 1949), PP• 364 - 366-. - ---

11Ruth Strang and Dorothy Kendall Bracken, IYlaking 
Better Readers (Boston: D.c. Heath and Company, 1957), 
p. 69. 

12 Nancy Larrick, "IYlaking the Most of Children ' s In
ter ests," Education, LXXIII (May, 1953), p. 531. 

13 Betty Bell, "Classroom IYlethods For Developing 
Re adi ng Interests," Developing Permanent Interest I!! Reading, 
Helen Robinson, editor (Chicago: The Universit y of Chicago 
Press, 1956), p. 120 . 

14Harris, ~ - cit., P• 468 . 

15sara F. Zimet, "Children ' s Interest and Story 
Preferences: A Critical Review of the Literature," The 
Elementary School Journal, LXVII (December, 1966), p:-T24. 
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non-verbal method i n which the children were asked to circle 

a picture indicating the story which the y would most like to 

read . 16 

Weintraub emphasized the methodology of research 

techniques rather than the findings. He suggested that: 

Fin dings are to a large extent influenced by the 
particular resea rch techniques employed. Studies of 
interests and preferences must be viewed from the 
standpoint of the methods employed . 17 

Byers was inte res ted in methodology and used tape re

corders to obtain information on interests and preferences. 

She recorded the children's sharing time report s. 18 Rankin 

and Thames also made use of the tape recordings. The chil

dren were asked to indicate their preference after listening 

to recorded stories.
19 

Thorndike used an annotated fictitious title proce

dure to measure differences in reading interests. He 

16
Robin c. Ford and Janos Koplyay, "Children's Story 

Preferences," The Reading Teacher, XXII (December, 1968), 
233-37 . -

17
samuel Weintraub, "Children's Reading Interests," 

The Reading Teacher, XXII (April, 1969), 659• 

18Loretta Byers, "Pupil 's Interests and the Content 
of Primary Reading Texts," The Reading Teacher, XVII 
(J anuary, 1964), 227-233. 

19 E. F. Rankin and Charlotte Thames, "A Methodology 
for Studying Children's Reactions to Stories in First Grade 
Readers, 11 The Reading Teacher, XXII (December, 1968) , 245. 
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devised a list of imaginary titles and asked the children to 

c hoose the ones they would most like to read. 20 

Man y of the methods included personal interviews, 

free choice reading selections, observation of free play, 

parent-teacher conferences, and individual experience sto

ries . In addition to these , Bell also suggests leisure

time reading records, sharing period conversations, and 

d 
. 21 student rawings . 

In referring to methodology, Strang observed: 

None of the methods used in studying reading in
terests are entirely satisfactory, ••• The best 
met hod is daily observation supplemented by the 
in formal interview and freely written type of ques
tionnaire.22 

The difficulty of objective measurement is pointed out by 

Jeanne Chall: "Interest is a subtle thing even to observe. 

I have formed the distinct impression that pupil interest, 

like beauty, is to a great extent in the eyes of the be

holder.1123 

20 Robert L. Thorndike and Florence Henry, "Differ
ences in Rea ding Interests Relat ed to Differences in Sex 
and Intelli~ence Level," Elementary School Journal, XL 
(June, 1940), 751-63. 

21sell, .Q.£.• cit., P• 124. 

22 strang, .Q.£.• cit., p. 68. 

23 Jeanne Chall, Learn i ng to Read: The Great Debate 
(New York: McGraw-Hill Book Company, 1967;,p. 269. 
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Ma ny methods have been used to measure both interests 

and prefe r enc e s . The ne xt two section s o f this chapter 

report studies r elated to gene r a l r e ading pr eference s of 

children and to s ome o f the variable s t ha t pos s i bl y af fect 

their reading i nte r es t s. 

II . LITERATURE RELATED TO GENER AL RE ADI NG PREFE RENCES 

It is a ssu med that the preferences reported in these 

s t ud i e s ar e a manif e station of children 's interests. There 

i s no way to be certain. 

Smit h reports that first graders in free-choice 

library selection chose books dealing with humor and fantasy 

first, real animals second, and nature and science third. 

She po i nted out the discrepancies in children's preferences 

and th e subject matter of basal reading texts. 24 

Pel t ola studied children's book choices compared to 

the choices of experts in the field of children's literature. 

There was a significant difference between the choices of the 

childr e n a nd the opinion of the experts. The primary choices 

of the children included action, humor, and unusual charac

t ers.2 5 

24 Ruth C. Smith, "Children I s Reading Choices and Basic 
Reader Con tent, 11 Elementary English, XXXIX ( March, 1962), 

202-0 9. 

25 sette J . Peltola, "A Study of Children's Book 
Choices, 11 Elementa ry English, XXXX ( November, 1963), 690-9 5 . 



Rogers and Robinson f oun d the three t op preferences 

of first graders to be make-believe , hap pi ness , and humor . 26 

Bougere repo r te d si mi lar re s ults. In his s t udy o f pr i mary 

childr e n , he f ound that they prefe rr ed stori es with humor 

and sur pris e , stories of animals, and stories of make-

b 1 . 27 e 1eve. 

9 

In 1958, Norv e ll surveyed the reading preferences of 

mo r e t han 24,000 children in grades three throu gh six in New 

Yo r k. He discussed th e factors of age, sex, ability, expert 

opin ion, an d mas s media as they related to the subject . He 

fou nd that the r e was some gradual change in interests ac

cording to age. The most evident difference was that be

t we e n boys and girls . In respondiing to a questionnaire, the 

boys in these grades favored books which dealt with animals, 

ad ve nture, physical struggle, humor, courage, and patriotism. 

On the other hand, boys did not care for excessive descrip

tion, romantic love , sentiment , heroines, or stories that 

moraliz ed . The girls in Norvell ' s study preferred reading 

26 Helen Rogers and H. Alan Robinson , "Reading Inter
ests of First Graders , " Elementary English, XXXX (November, 
1963), 7 0 7-11. 

27 rn arguerite Bougere , "Fostering Interest In Reading 
In Kindergarten Through Grade Three," Readinr Seventy-five 
Years of Progress , H. Alan Robinson , editor Proceedings of 
the Annual Conference on Reading held at the University of 
Chic a go, Vol. XXVIII, Chica go : The University of Chicago 
Press , 1 966) , pp. 107-110. 
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about adventure , home and school life , animal s and pets, ro -

mantic lov e , mystery, and the super natural . They did no t 

like vio l ent action , fierce animals , e xcessi ve descripti on, 

or cha ra c t e r s younger than t hemselves . Both boys an d gi r ls 

liked animal sto r ies . The bo ys ga ve t hem f i rs t place an d 

the girls chose them second onl y to "girl s " books. Bi ogra-

2B ph y ra nked high with both groups . 

III . LITER AT URE RELATED TO VA RI ABLES 

THAT MA Y AFFECT I NTEREST 

Rea di ng in te r ests and prefe r ences are related to many 

variables . J ewet t an d Gunderson ins i st that : 

Beading pr ef erenc es dep end upon a ge, sex , intelli
gen ce , re ading ability, home-communit y environm ent , 
fam il y ed uc ati on, socio-economic background , per 
sonal and cul t ura l values , and availability of 
intere s tin g book s . 29 

In this section , th e var i ables of age, sex , ability , socio 

eco nomic en vi r onment, and the influence of current interests 

are repo r ted . 

28G eo r ge w. Norvel l , What Boys And Girls Like To Read 
(Morristo wn, New Jersey: Silver BurdettCompany;-I9'58),--
27 4 pp . 

29 Ar no J ewe t t and Dor i s V. Gunderson, 11 Developing 
Reading I ntere s t s and At titu des," New Perspectives l!l Read 
ing I nstruction , Alber t J. Mazurkiewicz , editor (N ew Yo r k: 

Pitman Pub l i s hin g Corporation , 1964) , 392-401 . 
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~ - Si s te r Mar y Edit h fo und tha t age do es pl ay a 

role in inf l ue ncing prefe ren ce s an d int erests i n r ea ding . 

Those of pri mary a ge ( 6-8) were interested in stories about 

childr en, animals and fantasy. As the age increased there 

wa s a n increase in interest in scientific and historical 

1 t . 30 se ec ion. 

Norvell found that changes in interest pattern were 

gr a dual f rom year to year but that changes were more rapid 

in elementary grades than in Junior High and High Schooi. 31 

In Wolfson's study of 2,000 children in grades three through 

six, it was found that the pattern of interests did not 

32 change from grade to grade. 

Sex . This is the factor that is most often quoted as 

a significant variable. A study by Witty showed some defi

nite differences in interests and preferences. In games 

liked best, baseball was tops with boys while playing house 

was first with girls. The boys preferred dogs as pets and 

the girls preferred cats. It is interesting that they agreed 

3 □ sister IYlary Edi th and Sister IYlary Amatora, "The Age 
Factor in Children's Interest in Free Reading," Education, 
LXXI ( May, 1951), 567-71. 

31 Norvell, lac. cit. 

32sernice J . Wolfson, "What do children say their read
i ng inte r ests are?" The Reading Teacher, XIV (November, 
1 960 ) , 81-82. 
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on a nimal stories as their first choice in reading prefer-

e nces, but they differed on their second choice. The boys 

preferred space stories and the girls preferred stories 

about children in other lands. In activity preference, both 

boys and girls gave top rating to watching television . In 

second place, the boys preferred playing outdoors and the 

girls preferred reading . 33 

In studying read ing i nterest of first graders, Rogers 

and Robinson found definite varia t ions in interests between 

the sexes. In listing the order of preference, the boys 

ranked adventure first and history second. The girls se

l ec ted make-believe and humor as their first and second 

h . 34 c 01.ces. Wolfson found that the boys ' choices differed 

significantly from the girls on inventoried reading inter

ests. The boys ' three highest interests were adventure, 

sports, and physical science, while the girls preferred fan

ta sy, personal problems, and social studies. 35 

Thorndike directed a study on differences in sex and 

intelligence as related to reading interests. He found 

large differences between sexes but few between ability 

33Paul A. Witty, "Pupil Interests in the Elementary 
Grades ," Education , LXXXIII (April, 1963), 451-62. 

34Rogers and Robinson, lac. cit. 

35 wo lfson, lac. cit. 
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groupi ngs . He says that "in a determination of the pattern 

of reported reading interest s, sex is a vastly more important 

f actor than even the large di ff erence in intelligence level 

characterizing these groups. 11 3 6 

Ability. What difference does ability make in ex

pressed interests and preferences? Although Thorndike felt 

that sex was the most important factor in difference of 

reading interests, he did find that intellectual ability 

made some difference. I n this particular study, pupils were 

asked to choose from a list of fictitious book titles , the 

ones they would most like to read . The slow learners chose 

with reliably greater frequency one or more titles in the 

following categories: 

1. useful feminine activities 

2 . hobbies 

3 . science and invention 

4. biography 

5 . self-improvement 

6. money-making and practical themes 

7. mild adventures of children . 

Those students with greater intellectual ability 
37 

favored titles whose subjects dealt with war . 

36rhorndike , 2£.• ill•, P• 762 • 

37 lbi d., pp. 751-63 . 
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The re sults of Rogers ' and Robinson ' s study of first 

gr a de c hi ldren
38 

a greed with Wolfson 's research39 on differ

ences related to I . Q. an d rea ding abilit y. Ther e we r e no 

si gnificant differences. Rode rick s t udie d th e rel ationsh i ps 

between creativit y an d r ead in g preferences, but found that 

choices were more r elated to sex th a n to creativity, with the 

excepti on of bi o g raph i es. 4 □ 

Soc i o-eco nomic environment . Vandament and Thalman 

research e d t he t ypes of f ant asy preferred by children . There 

were differe nc e s bet ween boys' and girls' choices, but less 

signi f icant di fferences between the various socio - economic 
41 groups . 

Robe r t Emans did a study on the preferences of inner

cit y c hi ld re n and found their preferences to agree with most 

other gr oups. He found that they chose the usual family , 

fri e nds , and pets themes over the multi-ethnic subjects . 42 

38 Rogers and Robinson , lac . cit . 39 Wolfson , l ac . cit . 

4 □ J essie A. Roderick, "Some Relationships Bet ween 
Creat i vity and the Reading Preferences and Choices of a 
Group o f Sixth Graders , " Educational Leadership , I (October, 
1968), 49-52 . 

4 l william E. Vandament and w. A. Thalman , "An Investi
gation i nt o t he Reading Interests of Children," Journal of 
Educational Research, XL IX (February, 1956), 467-70 • 

42R obert Emans, "What Do Children in the Inner-City 
Like to Read II The Elementary School Journal, LXIX {December, , -- .::::~;.....---
1968) , 119 - 22 . 
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Fo r d a nd Koplyay did an interesting study of chil-

dre n ' s prefe rences in grades one, two, and three, using a 

pictu re-story test . The children were chosen from two 

groups. One was from the upper middle class in suburban 

Chicago. The other group was predominately negro from an 

urban ghetto area. Ten pictures were chosen from children's 

literature to represent six categories: 

L children in general 

2. children in the inner-city 

3. negro heritage 

4. history-science 

5. animals 

6. fantasy. 

The most interesting discovery was that 79 per cent of 

the total group indicated that the category of negro heritage 

was the most interesting. The surprise was not that the 

inner-cit y group made such a choice, but that the upper mid

dle class children expressed such an interest. It was 

t d . t 43 poss ible that the novelty of the subjec ma e an impac • 

There have been very few surveys which included it as a 

possibility . Wh ile these findings concurred with those of 

many similar studies, that there was little significant 

difference between socio-economic groups, an interesting 

43rord and Koplyay, lac. cit. 
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question a r i ses concerning the influence of current affairs 

on r ea di ng interests . 

Current interests . Zimet wrote a critical review of 

th e literature related to children's interests and concluded 

that children 's stories and interests reflect the times and 

the culture . 44 

Browman and Templin undertook a comparative study of 

the story content preferences in the period of 1927-1929 and 

the period of 1952-1955. They felt that the influence of 

changing tim es was evident. There was more preference for 

fairy stories and fantasy in 1927-1929. In the period of 

1952-1955 , there was more emphasis on everyday happenings and 

realistic animal stories. 45 It appeared there shift was a 

from an int erest in fantasy to an emphasis on reality . 

Burns and Lowe point out that numerous studies over a 

period o f years show that some reading interests seem to 

remain constant, while others change, reflecting the current 

interests of the times. 46 Larrick agrees that current 

44 zim et, 2£• cit . , PP• 122-29 . 

45Margaret Trickey Browman and Mildred.c . Templin: 
"Stories for Younger Children in 1927-29 and 1n 1952-55 , ' 
~ Elementar y School Journal, LIX ( March, 1959), 324-27 . 

46paul c. Burns and Alberta L. Lowe, The Language Arts 
In Childhoo d Education (Chicago: Rand McNally and Comp a ny, 
1966), pp . 110-143 . 
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inte r ests in fluence c hil dren's interests. She gives the 

exampl e of chi l dren 's interest in reading about Eisenhower 

and collect in g souvenirs during the time of the Presidential 

ca mpaign in 1952, but noted that this was a temporary inter-
47 

es t . Jewett suggests that topics of interests or fads 

greatly influence interest but are subject to rapid change.4 8 

Byers found that first grade children are not influ

e nced as much as older children by the times. Her subjects 

had little interest in the space age or new technology. They 

were more concerned with their immediate environment. 49 This 

is where age seems to be a factor. 

Traxler reported a review of research on reading inter

ests in the period of 1953-1957 in which he found that the 

results were similar to the findings in previous years, but 

there was an increased interest in science and its related 

fields. 50 

In summary, the results of the related research were 

given varied interpretations . The criticism of methodology 

was probably deserved, since so much depended upon the materi

als used and the techniques employed. 

47Larrick, lac. cit. 

49syers, lac. cit. 

48 Jewett, Q.E.• cit., P• 395. 

50A r thur E. Traxler, "Recent Findings and Trends in 
Re s e a r ch on Reading," The Reading Teacher , XIII (December, 
195 9 ) , 90 . 



Some of the research i ndicated that ch i ldren ' s 

preferences differ from the op inio ns o f t he e xper t s in 

children ' s literature . Baker sugge s ts t hat even t eachers 

are not alwa ys awar e of the interests of their awn stu-
51 

dents . There was evidence of a discrepancy between the 

18 

subjects of basal text books and the expressed preferences 

of c hi l dren. 

Th e r e were some variables that affected choices of 

rea ding ma t erial. Most researchers agreed that the most im

portant one was sex. 

The most obvious results of the review of related 

l i terature is that children are interested in a variety of 

things. 

· T t In Reading," 
51Euge ne H· Ba ker, " Realistic as es 

The Instruct o r , LXXVI I (April, 1968 ), 
34

• 



CHAP TER II I 

DE SIGN OF THE STUDY 

This section deals with the sources of data, the 

method of procedure , and the technique of data analysis. It 

will i nclude a description of the groups studied wit h a 

brief description of the school environments. 

I. SOURCES OF DATA 

The c hosen subjects were pupils enrolled in the third 

grades at three different schools. In the comparative 

results , the schools are designated by A, B, and c. While 

no attempt has been made to categorize them specifically 

into socio-economic levels, there was a general difference 

in environment. 

School A was located in an area where the majority of 

the fa milies would fall into the lower half of the socio

economic scale. Afro-American students were in the majority 

by 70 per cent. However, due to a relatively small sampling 

at this school (16 girls and 13 boys), no conclusive results 

may be shown as to the effect of school environment upon their 

reading interests and preferences. 

Schools was really more of a cross section of the 

population. Ther e were 101 students ( 47 girls and 54 boys) 
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that represented a l l soc i o- economic le ve l s . Approximate ly 

jQ per cent of th e s c hool populat io n were Af ro-A meri can. 

School C may be c l ass i f ied by its l ocat ion t o re pre

sent the upp er ha lf of th e s ocio-economi c scale . There were 

no Afro-Am e rica n s t udents enrolled in this particular situa

t ion. The s am ple at t his sc hool i ncluded 68 girls an d 50 

boys, maki ng a t otal of 118 . 

The to ta l number o f pa rt i ci pa nts from t he thr ee 

schools eq ualed 248 (131 girls and 117 bo ys ) . Ther e was no 

s ub di vision accordi ng t o race . It wa s me nti oned only t o 

give a mo r e adequ at e des cri pti on of t he sc hool populations. 

I I . SURVEY MATERIAL 

The in t ere s t invent or y used was designed by the 

writer aft er resear c hin g s a mple copies of questionnaires. 

An atte mpt wa s made to i nclude the best features and ideas 

of those sampl es. I t was also planned to meet the compre

hension le ve l o f th i rd grade children. The design was 

planned to be se lf -d i rect i ng so that a minimum of direction 

was all th a t was necessary to gather the data. (See AP

PE NUIX A.) 

Th e invento r y had sec t io ns t o i nd i cate pr eferences by 

the method of checki n g a li s t of i te ms. The giv en l i st of 

11 like) , (I do n ' t l ike ) , or coul d categori e s could be checked : , 
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be l eft b l ank , indicating no f pre erence for or against . 

Oth er parts of the inventory included f r ee - c hoice , f i ll- i n 

answ ers in an attempt t o di scov e r re al interests . It i s not 

known whether or not r e a l interests can actually be identi 

fied . The inv est i gator does not claim to have performed 

this accomp l i sh ment . 

III. METHOD OF PROCEDURE 

First, permissi on wa s obt ained f ro m the super i ntendent 

of schools to consult with the princ ipa ls and enl i st their 

coope rat i on . Ne xt, conferences were ar r anged with the third 

grad e teachers in each school. Here, copies of the i nventory 

were gi ven t o th e teachers for analysis and evaluation. An 

opportunit y was gi ven to the teachers to ask questions and 

su ggest changes . Af t er a di s cu ssion of the purpose of the 

study and the best method for obta i ning the results, the 

t eachers were given a choice. Ei t her the investigator would 

administer the s urv ey, or th e t eac hers could do it themselves. 

The majorit y of t he c ooperat i ng te achers preferred to ad

minister the sur ve y t o t heir own classes and were allowed to 

do so . The investiga to r dire c t ed th e pro cedure i n one school 

with the teacher ' s assis t a nce . 
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IV . DATA ANALY SI S 

The returned inv en tories were di vided accor ding to 

schools and subdi vi de d according to se x. The data from one 

school was ana lyz ed according to readin g abilit y, but the 

results were so inconclusive , the analysi s was not i ncl ud ed 

in th i s re po r t. The check list items were tabulated 

acco r di ng to likes , dislikes , and no opinion. The f ill- i n 

i tem s wer e categorize d and the mo st f r equent l y menti oned 

ca t egory was given fi rs t plac e . Fo r example, t he "three 

wishes" section wa s a nal yze d i n rel a tion t o the numbe r of 

ti mes a parti cu l ar i tem appea r ed as a first choice. 

The data was analyzed in various ways and an arbi

t r ary c hoic e was made to include the results most pertinent 

to this study. Some of the interesting sidelights had to be 

excluded . The results vary according to the particular data 

chosen . 



CHAPTER IV 

THE INVENTORY RES ULT S 

After forty page s of t a bul a tions 
' inve nto r y r esul t s 

take on a new meaning . Th 1 e resu ts have been analyzed i n 

nine sepa r ate ca t egories cor re spondin g to the sec t ions of 

the inventor y. Th er e w t er e wo major div i sions in t he i nven-

tory: Activ i ty pre f er e nces and interests, and r eading 

preference s and i nteres t s. This chapter reports the gen eral 

results of e ach of th e nine cate gor ies and includes a sum

mary of the whole invent ory. 

I. ACTIVITY PREFERENCES AND INTERESTS 

Chec k l i st £f. activities . The first part of the 

invent ory presented a list of activities that third grade 

child r e n migh t o r might not like. They could indicate their 

preferen ce by checking, (I like) or (I don't like), or they 

could lea ve the spaces blank to indicate no opinion. The 

bl ank items were recorded as neutral responses. TABLE I on 

page 51 sh ows a breakdo wn of the responses according to 

schoo l s a nd is subdivided according to sex. In tabulating 

the tot al responses of the boys and girls, there appears to 

be a diffe re nce in the i r preferences for certain activities. 



The boys ' choices of activities 
were the following : 

1. 
2 . 
j . 

Watching television (95 
Playing ball , 94 9 .7 per cent). 
• • , • per cent ) 

~01ng to movies (94 per cent) . 
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The boys • most dislike d activity was jumping rope, f ollowed 

by singing or music, and listening to radio. 

The gir ls preferred the following activities: 

1. M~king things (96.2 per cent). 
2. 81cyc~e riding (94.7 per cent). 
3 . Wat~h1ng television (92.4 per cent) and 

Movies (92.4 per cent). 

Th e girl s disliked listening to the d" 1 ra 10, paying ball, and 

collecti ng things. The percentages given here mean that of 

the total group of girls, 96.2 per cent said that they liked 

making things . Of the boys, 95.7 per cent indicated that 

they liked watching television. 

Free-choice preference of activities. The next item 

was a free-choice fill -in question. They were to complete 

the statement: Most of all I like to Because of 

the wide diversity of responses, the categories were rather 

numerous. In the final tabulation, the boys chose playing 

ball as the most interesting activity, and the girls chose 

playing with friends. It is interesting to notice the dif

ference in the results o f the check list items and the fill

in part . The inventor y was designed to find out if there 

would be a consistency in the results of the two methods of 

1 . ·t tions of an inventory . 
responding . This pointed out the 1m1 a 
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Playin g with friends was not i nc l uded 1· n 

th e list of i tems 
to check . There was a • 

consi st ency in the fact that the boys' 
choice of p l a yi ng bal l in the check 

list section took second 
place by the differe nce of onl y one 

response . One hundred 

eleven boys i ndi cated they liked playing ball and 112 bo ys 

said they liked telev i sion . 

Three wi s he s re sults. The objec ts suggested i n this 

secti on , by the child ren, r ang e d from wanting a cast l e t o 

th e r e surrection o f Robert E. Le e . There were abou t 75 di f 

fe rent categor i e s s ug ge sted. These wer e narrowed t o abo ut 

20. Those that did not f i t into a cate gory we r e liste d by 

them s elves . TA BLE II o f APPEND IX B shows some of the inter

esting resu lts. The fi rst 5 categories listed contain 52 per 

cent of the t otal responses. Those categories were: a 

bicycle , mon ey, t oys, a horse, and books. The boys' first 

wish was fo r a bi cy c le (motorize d or regu l ar). Their s eco nd 

and third wishe s we re for money and toys. The girls desired 

money first, th e n a horse, and there was a tie for third 

pl ac e between bo oks and a bicycle. The most evident f inding 

here wa s the great di v er s i ty and individuality of the i nter-

es t s o f 24 8 childr e n . 

I I . READ I NG PR EFERENCE S AND INTERESTS 

Of t he l·nven t ory s howed some di f feren ce s 
This part 

in relationship to the three schools . 
s ome of the items 
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reported i n th i s section i l d 

nc u e the types of books preferred, 
the t ypes of stories most enjoyed, the 

favorite subject for 
wr it i ng a book, and the favorite books for 

reading. 

Pr e ference in types£[ books . 
This section included 

a l i st of types of books: st 
ory books, magazines, Comic 

books, Reading books (texts), Poetry books, and Science 

boo ks. The children were asked to check their likes or dis-
likes in this area . TABLE III indicates some of the slight 

di f fe rences according to schools . The boys at schools A and 

8 chose comic books as their best-liked reading material, 

while the boys at school C liked science books best. The 

most obvious speculation at this point ould be that the 

boys in the higher socio-economic school environment would 

hav e more encouragement and possi bly more access to science 

mat er ials . This is just a speculation. The girls' prefer

ences were the same in all three schools . Story books and 

readin g books were liked e qually well . In TABLE IV, it is 

int e resting that both boys and girls at school A disliked 

both poetry and science books. The boys at school B disliked 

poetry most, while the girls disliked ma gazines . Both boys 

and gi rls agreed at s chool C in their dislike for magazines . 

FI GURE I illustrates the percentage of responses that 

in dicated a prefe r ence for the various categories of books . 

A comparison is shown between boys and girls responses . In 



BOYS 

GIRLS 

BOY S 

BO YS 

GIRLS 

TAB LE III 

TYPES OF BOO KS LIKED BE ST BY BOY S 
AND GIRL S IN THRE E SCHOO LS 

SCHOO L A SCHOOL 8 SCHOOL 

Comic 
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C 

boo ks Comic boo ks Science boo ks 

Rea di ng and Readin g and Readin g and St or y books Story books Story books 

TABLE IV 

TYPES OF BOOKS DISLIK ED lllOST BY BOYS 
AND GIRLS I N THR EE SCH OO LS 

SCHOOL A SCHOOL B SCHOOL C 

Poetry and Poetry books lllagazines 
Science books 

TABLE V 

TYPES OF BOOKS BEST LIKED BY BOYS AND 
GIRLS IN FREE CHOICE RESPONS ES 

SCHOOL A 

Comic books 

Reading and 
Poetry books 

SCHO OL B 

Comic books 

Story books 

SC HO OL C 

Science books 

Poetry books 
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general the bo ys pr eferred comic b 

oa ks . Eighty-two per cent 
of the boys ind i cated t hey liked 

them, wh i le 76 . 9 per ce nt 
said they liked s t o r y book s. 

The gir l s l ik ed eq uall y we l l 
both sto ry books and readi ng b k ( 0 0 s 90 per ce nt ) . Eight y-
thre e and t wo-tenths pe r c ent of t he 

gi r l s said they li ked 
co mic books . It appeared t ha t s t ory boo ks we re th e fi rst 
choice wi th co mic bo o ks an d rea di ng b oak s tyin g f o r s econ d 
place. 

Free-choi c e pref e r ence £f_ books. Th is i t e m was in 

cluded to check th e consisten cy be twe en t he c hec k lis t 

preference s o f pupil s an d those in dicate d by f ree cho i ce. 

TA BLE V is similar t o TABLE II I . I n fac t , the boys' choices 

were i dent ical, but the girls' choices varied . The boys' 

free choice o f pre fer red books indicated t hat at schools A 

and B they p r ef e rr ed co mi c books. The boys at school C 

preferred sci ence boo ks. The girls a t school A liked both 

readin g and poetry books. The girls at school B liked story 

books best , whi l e t he ones at school C preferred books of 

poetry. 

Story pr e fere nc es . This data was obtained by a check 

l i st simil a r t o th e previous ones . Here the categories were : 

Ani mals, Fu nny th i ngs , Make -believe, Family stories, Sports, 

Fa mous People, Scie nc e, Mystery and adventure, Space travel, 

t f me TABLE VI Ch i ld r e n like me , and ch i ldren dif fe re n ro m • 

shows the in dicated preferences of boy s a nd girls in th e 
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GIRLS 

BO YS 

GI RLS 

BOY S 

GIRLS 
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TABLE VI 

TYPES OF STOR I ES PR EFERRE D 
BY BOYS AND GIRLS 

SCHOO L A 

Animals 

Humor 

SCHOOL B 

Humor 

Humor 

TABLE VII 

SCHOOL C 

IYlystery and 
Adventure 

Humor and 
Mystery-Adventure 

TYPES OF STORIES DISLIKED BY BOYS AND GIRLS 

SCHOOL A SCHOOL B SCHOOL C 

Children not Children not Children not 
like me like me like me 

Children not Sports Space travel 
like me 

TABLE VIII 

TH E FAVORITE STORY SUBJECTS OF BOYS AND GIRLS 

SCHOOL A SCHOOL B SCHOOL C 

Make-believe Sports Mystery-Adventure 

fYl ake-believe Humor Make-believe 
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thr ee schools . The boys ' f 

Pr e ere nc es differed from school 

to school but t he y a ll agr eed on what they di d not like . 

The boys at school A prefe rr e d an ima l s 
' a t school B, humo r , 

and a t school C, mys t ery and ad vent ure . 
At al l t hree schools, 

the boys said the y dislike d stories about c hildr en tha t were 

not like themsel ves. TABLE VII on pag e 30 indica t es th e most 

disliked s t o r y subjects. The girls at schools A and 8 agreed 

on humor a s their first choice. The girls at school C liked 

both humor and mystery and adventure. They differed i n their 

dislikes . At school A the girls agreed with the boys in 

disliki ng chil dren unlike themselves as a story subject. 

The gir ls at school 8 said they disliked sports and the 

gir l s at school C disliked stories about space. 

FIGU RE 2 on pag e 32 shows a co mparison between boys' 

a nd gi rls' preferences for sto r y material. Percentages of 

total re sponses by boys and girls are recorded . Humor led 

the list with an average percentage of 94.3 . Mystery and 

ad ve nt u r e were next (88 . 3 per cent). 

87 . 9 per cent o f th e total responses. 

Animals were third with 

There were some 

noticeab le di fferences in the categories of space, sports, 

an d famili es. the 76 per cent of the boys' In comparing 

f the girls' in their preference for responses to 38 per cent o 

that nearly 82 per cent of the space stories , it was observed 

t o only 61.5 per cent of the girls preferred f a mi ly stories 

bo ys . The interes t in sports is reversed. The boys ind i cated 
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33 their preference by 83 . 7 Per c t 
en, while only 59 . 5 per cent 

of the girls were interested . 
This s eem s to i ndicate t hat 

boys 1 an d girl s ' preferences d 
an interests are di ffer ent at 

the third grade leve l. 

Favorite s t or y subject s. Th · 
- _ is was a f ree cho ic e 

completion i tem: My f avorite story is 
Again 

there were many cat egor i es and t itles suggested. The most 

accurate tab u l ation that was possible f or this writer 

resulted in th e i nformation given in TABLE VIII on page 30. 

Both ba ys and gi rls in school A chose make-believ e stories 

as their fa vo rit e (Snow White and similar types). The boys 

at sc hoo l 8 ind icated they preferred stories that dealt with 

spor ts . The girls at school 8 chase humorous stories as their 

f avorites . The boys at school C liked mystery and adventure 

s tories , wh i le t he girls chose make-believe as their favorite 

s tor y su bjec t . 

Prefe re nce fo r writ i ng~ book . This section called for 

a completion to t he sentence: I f I could write a book, it 

would be about . If children were going to do ------
creative writin g, what subject would they choose? It was 

t o fl.nd that the subJ·ect of animals led the list. interesting 

. make-believe and some of many of th e girl s were i nterested in 

f ce for sports as a book subject, the boys indicate d a pre eren 

. the top choice. The but on the whole , animals were 



s peculation here is that they are probably more 
exposed to 

animal boo ks and stories . 
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Many of the previous studies 
di ca ted that ch i ldren were most 

in

interested in animal stories. 
one mi ght question how much exposure to a 

subject influences 
an i nterest in it . 

Favorite~ choices . 
This last item was the most 

difficult to evaluate. s f 
orne O the children wrote specific 

titles, while others suggested general categories. Since 

there were many titles that could fit several categories, it 

would be impossible to give accurate information. However, 

an attempt was made to place specific book titles into a 

general category, such as: Uncle Funny Bunny under the 

heading of ''humor." It is just as possible to consider it 

under the category of "animals . " With the caution of these 

great limita tions, the following results are reported . The 

boys and girl s in school A chose animals as their favorite 

book subject. The boys in school 8 liked sports and the 

gir ls preferred animals. The boys in school C indicated a 

preference for science and space subjects, while the girls 

chose animals . The girls were consistent in all three schools 

in their prefer ence for animals . See TABLE IX • 

Summar y. TABLE xis an attempt to summarize the general 

• t The boys indi~ results of the nine items on the 1nven cry. 

cated they liked watching r.v. and playing ball. 
A bicycle 
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TAB LE IX 

THE FAVORITE BOOK CHOICES OF BOYS AND GIRL S 

SCHOOL A SCHOOL B SCHOOL C 

BOYS Animals Sports Science and 
Space travel 

GIRLS Animals Animals Animal s 

TABLE X 

A GENERAL SUMMARY OF INVENTORY RE SULTS 

SECTIONS BOYS 

Activities (check list) Watching T.v. 

Activities (write in) Playing ball 

Three Wishes Bicycle 

Book preferences (check) Comic 

Book prefer ences (write in) Comic 

Story preferences (check) Humor 

Story prefer ences(write in) Sports and 
mystery-adventure 

Write a book subject Animals 

Favorite book choices Sports 

GIRLS 

making things 

Playing with friends 

money 

Reading-story 

Story,poetry, and 
make-believe 

Humor 

make-believe 

Animals 

Animals 



was the item ma st desi re d . They prefe rre d comic book s a nd 

in story pref erence t he y l iked humor, sports, and mystery 

and adventure . If the y could wr i t e a book i t would have 

animals as the ma in s ub j e ct . The boys' over-all favori t e 

books to rea d woul d be about sports. 
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The gir ls' preferences were different from the boys' 

on every it em but one . The girls said they preferred making 

t hing s and p laying with friends. Their first wish was money. 

I n book pre fe re nces, they liked reading boo ks, story books, 

poe t ry a n d make-believe. They preferred humor and make

believe in stories. They chose animals to write about and as 

t he ir ov e r-all favorite book subject. 

Thi s seems to indicate that boys' and girls' prefer-

ence s are d i fferent and quite varied. 



CHAPTER V 

SUMM ARY, CONCLUSIONS 

RECOMMENDATIONS 

, AND 

This c hapter includes 
a summary of the results of 

th is research project, some 1 
re ated conclusions, and some 

proposed recommendations. 

I. SUMMARY 

Th e purpose of this survey has been an attempt to 

ans wer certain questions concerning interests and prefer

ences o f third grade children. They were: what activities 

do they p r efer?; what do they like to read?; and are there 

any differences between the preferences of boys and girls? 

A review of the literature indicated that elementary 

children were interested in a variety of subjects. There 

were significant differences in the preferences of boys and 

girls. The problem of methodology and its relationship to 

the results of research projects was reviewed. Some of the 

literatur e focused attention on the variables that affect 

preferences. 

Th i s particular study was conducted in three different 

schools . Th e 248 third grade children that participated 

d l l of ability. The repre s ente d va r ious backgrounds an eves 

girls outnu mbered the boys by 131 to 11 7 • 
The inventory used 



was a composite of ideas fr . 
om var i ous 

sources , and it was 
designed to meet t he comprehension 
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level of third gr ade r s. 
In the a rea of activity f 

Pre e rence , th e boys l i ked 
television a nd playing ba l l . Th 

e girl s indi cat ed th ey li ke d 
making t hi ngs and playing with f r iends. 

expr es sed wishes , the ob jects mos t des i red were 
bicycles, 

In t he results of 

money, and horses . 

The result s o f the book pre f e r ences indi cat ed that th e 

boys ,liked comic book s best and the 91· rls preferred story 

books and reading book s . They bot h liked hu morous stories. 

The boys als o e njoyed mystery and adventure as well as 

st ories about s port s, while the girls liked stories of make

believe . Animal s to ri es were interesting to both boys and 

gi r 1 s . 

In answe r ing t he question concerning differences, boys 

and girls diff e re d in e very category surveyed except one. 

They both cho se a n imals as the preferred subject for writing 

a s tor y. Th ere was an indication of differences among the 

schools repr e s ented. The most noticeable was the expressed 

· th hi her socio-economic interest in s cience by the boys in e 9 

environment . 

II . CON CLUSIONS 

l l· m1't ed r e sea r ch the following On t he basis of t hi s 

conclu s ion s were reached: 



3 9 1 . Children ' s interest 
s were varied and quite in di-

It was difficult tom k vidualized . 
a e any general conclusions 

in reference to over - all int e res ts an d pref 
er enc es of third 

grade children . 

2 . There were identif iable diff . 
erences in the prefer-

ences of boys and gir l s . Thi' s c 1 • 
one usion agreed with the 

results of the relat ed li t erature. 

3. There was some indication of a differenc e in the 

preferences of pupils in the different school environments. 

The interest in sci ence that appeared in one school popula

tion was probably significant enough for further investiga

t io n . 

4. There did not appear to be any particular influence 

of cur rent interests upon preferences or interests of this 

s ampl e of third grade students. In a society that is geared 

t o t he spac e age , only a few children indicated any prefer

enc e s for rea din g about space subjects . In fact, it was 

included in the table of disliked materials. 

5 . In the c heck list of story subjects, the children, 

particularly the boys, indicated a strong dislike for reading 

about children that were different from themselves. They 

were rather consiste n t in checking the dislike column for 

this item. 



III. RECOMIYlENDAT IONS 
40 

In refere nce to the previo us 
conclusions , t he follo w-

ing recomme nda t i ons are suggested: 

1. Since it 
appeared th at c hil dren 's i nterests and 

pr efer ence s were varied and indivi dua li zed 
, it is recommended 

t ha t teachers survey their 
own pupils to find the individual 

Preferences of each chil d. Thi · f sin ormatio n may then be 

used to evaluate ne e ds an d prescr i be related material. 

2 . Because there a re recognizable differences 

between the interes ts and preferences of boys and girls, it 

is recommende d tha t c u r riculum planners take the responsibil

ity of develo pi ng programs t o meet these diverse needs. 

Also, teacher s need t o make provisions for these differences 

in the cla s s room. This could possibly be implemented in a 

supplementar y pr ogram of individualized reading. 

3 . Si nce there did appear to be some difference in the 

preferences of c hi ldren from the different socio-economic 

levels , it is r ecommended that further research be carried on 

to check this va ri a ble. 

4. The f a ct t hat the re did not appear to be very much 

interest in current affa ir s leads one to question the amount 

of emphasis given t o the sub jec t in the school program. 

reco mmended that teac hers s eek t o develop an awareness of 

It is 

me a ns for using the information. 
current affairs a n d prov i de a 
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for readin g about child ren that were 

of the evidence that there 
was a dislike 

different , it is 
recommended that furthe r research be 

done to determine 
whether or not this is a significant f 

actor in reading 

preferences and interests . Also, it is recommended that 

teachers evalu ate the effectiveness of th • . 
1 eir socia studies 

programs if this fact or is evident in their own classrooms. 

This project has attempted to give some information 

related to interests and reading preferences of third grade 

children. It has indicated some of the general interest and 

preference patterns of the individual pupils involved. The 

subject of children 's reading interests is still a vital 

research topic because of the relevance of reading interests 

to the moti vation of better readers. The necessity of 

beginning where a child is •in terms of what he likes to read 

is self-evident . Re search studies of interests and prefer-

ences c a n be used by teachers, librarians, and other educa

tors as a starting point to motivate good reading. 
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1-i T 
O You LI E? 

Sc '"'.JO 

___ ________ Ag 

____ Boy Girl ----=--~-------------- -- --Gr d 

l P I do n • like * 

-

-
-
0 s of al l I like to 

If I could h v t h re 

l. 

2 . 

3 . 

movi e 

laying ball 

School 

Watching T.v. 

Bicycle riding 

Roller skating 

Jumping rope 

Reading stories 

Listening to radio 

making things 

Drawing pictures 

Card games 

Comic books 

Collecting things 

Singing and music 

i he -- I wo ul d sk for 



d on • l k 

- -
- --

-
-
-

Best of all , I like 

I li ke I don ' t like 

-
-
-
-
-

--
IYl y favorite story is 

in 
i l 

Story book 

g zine 

Comic book 

Re ding book 

Poetry books 

Science books 

Stories about: 

Animals 

Funny things 

Make-believe 

Families 

Sports 

Famous people 

Science 

Mystery and adventure 

Space travel 

Children just like me 

Children not like me 

If I could write a book , it wou ld be about 

If I c ou l d read only three books , I would choose: 

l. 

2 . 

3 . 
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TABLE I 

NUMBERS OF RESPON SES □ F BO YS 
CHECK LIST' BY SCHOOL SA ND GIRLS ON ACTIV IT Y 

A, B, AND C 
SCHOOL A SCHOOL B 

SCHOOL C TOTAL S 
ACTIVITI ES B G B 

51 

G B G BOYS GIRLS BOTH 

MDV ies 12 15 51 42 
47 64 110 121 231 

Pl ayin g ba ll 1 2 1 2 51 30 48 55 111 97 208 

schoo l 7 14 43 39 37 55 87 108 195 

Watc hin g T.V . 13 14 51 41 48 66 112 121 233 

Bicycle 13 16 53 43 42 65 108 124 232 

Roller skates 10 15 35 41 41 64 86 120 206 

Jumping rope 8 15 8 37 8 55 24 107 131 

Reading 12 15 43 39 41 63 96 117 213 

Radio 11 11 36 29 31 51 78 91 169 

IYl aking thi n g s 12 15 43 45 48 66 103 126 229 

Drawing 12 11 46 46 39 63 97 120 217 

Ca rd games 1 2 11 45 34 41 56 98 101 199 

Comi c books 11 9 45 41 35 52 91 102 193 

Collectin g 8 8 38 36 43 56 89 100 189 

Mus ic -sin gi ng 10 11 22 40 
37 56 69 107 176 



TA BL E II 

NU~B ERS OF RESPONSES OF 
ON THRE E WISHES BOY S AN D GIRL S 

SUR VEY 

EXPRESSED WISHES 

Bic ycl e moto rized and regul a r 

mon ey 

Toys 

Hors e 

Books 

Tel evisio n 

New house 

Clothing 

Roller skate s 

Recreational eq u i pme n t 

Changes in schoo l 

Own car 

Pets 

Occupational de s i res 

Addition to th e f am i ly (baby) 

Radio 

Good health 

Musical instru me nt 

Jewelry 

Candy 

IY! ore wishes 

Swimming pool 

Travel 

No more wars 

Cas t le 

Robe r t E. Lee alive 

IYl is ce l laneou s 

BO YS 
27 

16 

10 

3 

6 

5 

3 

0 

4 

6 

5 

5 

2 

2 

2 

3 

1 

0 

0 

2 

3 

0 

1 

0 

0 

1 

10 

GIRLS 
11 

17 

10 

15 

11 

6 

7 

10 

6 

3 

3 

2 

4 

4 

4 

1 

3 

3 

3 

1 

0 

2 

1 

1 

1 

0 

1 

TOTAL 
38 

33 

20 

18 

17 

11 

10 

10 

10 

9 

8 

7 

6 

6 

6 

4 

4 

3 

3 

3 

3 

2 

2 

1 

1 

1 

11 

52 
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