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J\BSTRJ\CT 

WJ rl cl \vat· II cn~ated the need for ma ny faci lities 

Lh ;i t were pr ev i o us l y unnecessa r y . One example was Army 

tr;iinin g camp s . In these camps, civilians from Main Stree t 

U. S . A. were t aught the arts and crafts of modern war fa re. 

Th e s e men woul d ultimately participat e in victory over the 

.i\ ::i s Powers. 

One s uch tra ining camp built in 1942, occupying 

nea rl y 102 ,000 ac r es in low e r Kentucky and upper Tennessee, 

wa s Camp Campbell, Kentucky. Camp Campbell represented 

wo rk, sacrifice, time and effort of the American people 

;_i ncl e s pec ially thl)se o f Tenn e ss ee a nd Kentucky. Without 

C i fTlp Campbell and o th e r similar camps, the war c ould not 

h;1 \.'e bee n wo n. 

Th e co ncept o [ Camp Campbell bega n t o take shape 

·i_n 19 l1 l. 1\ [ tc r a l a nd sur vey [lnd appraisal, the camp was 

conf" i r r.ir d in Jamwr y , 194 2. During the fo llowing months, 

t h e ma ny f arme rs i n the camp site area were moved out and 

a camp consis ting o f hundre ds of barracks , mess halls and 

o ther stru c tur es was co nstructed . Following this intensive 

peri ,) , t of c0 nstruction, the camp rec e iv e d its first training 

un j ts in September, 1942. 

Throu g hout th e remaini ng war yea rs, Camp Campbell 

c untinu c d t o s e r ve as a traini ng camp t urning civilians into 

su lr: i.c rs. Th ese indi viclua ls Hho trained a t the camp ca li ed 

it humc e ven if it was for a sho rt period befo re departing 

( u r th e hattl efie lds of Euro p e. During these wa r years, the 
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,<1111 11 a l so served as c1 p ris u nc r o f war ca mp for nume rous 

G0 rn1a n r riso ne rs. 

Th is s tu dy is an attempt to d epict the events that 

h ru ug ht Camp Carnobell t o the rich farmlands of Tennessee 

a nd Ke ntucky, an d th0 ,.,-,o rk, e ffort and sacrifice that made 

t h e c a mp c ome t 11 lif e . It is also an attempt to tell the 

sto r y of th e elem e nt that ma de Camp Campb e ll what it was, 

th e p cople--tho se who built the camp, those who called it 

humc and tho se who cav e up their farms so that the United 

S tiJ tcs would ha ve one o f th 2 fa cilities ne eded because of 

\'Ju rld \·Jc:1 r II. 
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Chapter 1 

I NTRODUCTI ON 

Th e American period of peacetime military prepara 

tio ns whic h fo llowed Dunkirk , May , 1940 , and the Fall of 

Fra nce , June, 1940, was end ed no t by American design but 

by enemy action. Cons equently, the War caught the United 

States somewhat unprepared and with a small military estab

lishment. To r emedy this situation , many military training 

cent e rs and camps sprang up throughout the Nation. These 

centers trained and prepared men for the war that raged in 

Europe and the Pacific . In t he end, wh en all was said and 

don e , the individual soldiers, sailors, and airmen trained 

at these out of the way places would win ultimate victory 

over the Axis Powers. 

Th ese training centers and camps occupied thousands 

of acres o f land and included hundreds of huts, two-story 

barracks , or tents along with buildings for administrative 

o f f ic es, r ecr eation and medical care. Many also had exten

sive ar ea s f o r drill and man euv er. Such camps had complete 

public utilities, such as water , sewage , and e lectrical fa

c iliti es , and were, in fact , self-contained communities. 

The site for such centers and camps were usually 

se l ect ed wi t h the aim of hea l t hful livi ng conditions and a 

c lima t e sujtabl e f o r outdoo r t r aining the year around . Oth

e r fa cto rs such as a suita b l e t er r a i n a nd local condit i ons 

such as labo r , construction ma t eria ls , and o t her elements 
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2 
pe rti ne n t tu s uc h ca mps wer e kept in mind . 

One s uc h camp, si tu ated ln t he midst of t he rich est 

far mla nd i n l owe r Ke ntuc ky a nd upper Te nn ess ee, was Camp 

Ca mpb e ll , Kentucky . Loca t ed five miles north o f Clarksvill e , 

Te nn esse e, an d tw e l ve mi les south of Hopk i nsv i lle, Kentucky, 1 

t he camp se r ved i n t he i mportant t a sk of training armo red 

and i. nfa n t r y un i ts f o r the bloody war i n Eu ro pe . 

Bu ilt in 1942 , Camp Campbell occupied nea rly 102 ,000 

acres i n a n a r ea o f f ou r d iffer ent counti es . Approximately 

twu -th i r <ls o f t h e camp i s l o ca t ed in Tenness ee with the r e

mai ning o ne -th i rd in Kentucky . The camp i ts e lf wa s divided 

i n t o two ge ne r a l ar eas . The ca ntonment or actual ca mp site 

wh e r e th e so l cl icrs liv ed form ed o ne area. To day as then 

th is a r ea is l ocated a l o ng Highwa y 41A covering approx ima te

l y i'.1, 000 a c r cs . The o th e r gen e ra 1 ar ea wa s the maneuve r 

s e c tio n wh e r e th e actua l tra i ning t oo k place. The ma neu ver 

a r ea t c1 kes in th e thousands of a c r e s o f open r o lling terrai n. 

Ca mp Campbell did no t just happen. The camp repre

s ents t he work and effort o f a Nation enga ged in a bloody 

s trugg l e a nrl s ta nds a s a s pecia l tribut e to t he people of 

Kentuc ky a nd Te nn es s e e. 

Befo r e the camp was bu i l t, t he many f armers of the 

a r ea \•wr e moved and t heir la nd bough t by th e go ve rnment. 

s ~mc we r e ha pp y wi th what th ey r ec e i ved fo r the i r land and 

man y wer e no t. All shar ed th e s a me sadne ss of mo ving f rom 

1Russel 13. Rey no l ds , "Army Posts and Sta t io ns," The 
Ul:ficer 's Gu ide (1 968 -19 69 e d .; Harrisburg, Pennsy lvania: 
Stc1ckpo l e Books, 1968 ) , p . 142. 



l ,111d thilt had been their home . 

As area fa rmers moved out, thousands of workers moved 

i n to construct th e actual buil dings that woul r.! make up the 

ca mp. Beg inning work in January, 1942, the construction job 

was completed by late summer. The speed with which the camp 

was constructed was amazing . 

By mid- summer 1942, Camp Campb ell received its first 

perso nn e l, a cadr e fo rce of twenty men. This was only the 

begi nning . Before the War was ended, thousands of American 

fig hting men had passed through Camp Campbell on their way 

t o fight o n the battlefields o f the world. These men, that 

at o ne time o r ano ther call ed Camp Campbell home, were the 

c l ements that made th e camp come to life. 

Camp Campbell did no t come to an end with the War 

iJS urigi nally planned. The word "camp" infers only a tem

porary facili t y. Toda y Fort Campbell, which gained the sta-

f . 11 . 2 f · · tus o · a p e rman ent 1nsta at1.o n o r ort, remains an impor-

tant c l ement in our Nation's defense system. 

"Camp Campbell, Kentucky: A History of Construction 

<.1nd Oc cupDtion During World Har II , " will follow Camp Camp

bell from the early <la ys when the camp was o nly an idea to 

th e e nd o f World War II. This histor y will cover the land 

survey , a ppraisals, land acquisition, naming, and actual 

cunstructio n work a t the camp. Lastly, the men who called 

Camp Campbell home will be discussed. 

2Department of the Army, General Order, No. 13 
(Washingto n: Department of the Army, April LO, T9"50), 
Sec tion III. 
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Camp Campbell served a necessary role and forms an 

integral part of our Nation's history during World War II. 

Fur t hese r eas ons, Camp Campbell, Kentucky, deserves remem

bering. 

4 



Cha p te r 2 

AN ARMY CA MP FOR THE Cl.A RKSVILLE - HOPKINSVILLE AREA 

"Th e War Department has decid e d t o build the Clarks

ville-Ho pkinsvill e canto nment and construction will begin as 

quickly as possible. 113 These headlines to many would appear 

t o be the beginning of the Camp Campbell, Kentucky, project. 

In r eality, the announcement of the Clarksville-Hopkinsville 

camp was just a major milestone in an effort that had begun 

ma ny months before. The placement of Camp Campbell did not 

just happen. The corning of the camp to the Clarksville-Hop

kinsville area was the fulfillment of much work and effort. 

The people of Tennessee anrl Kentucky, especially those of 

Cla rksville and Hopkinsville, and the need of our Nation for 

traine d soldiers to fight a brutal war combined to bring 

about the great project known as Camp Campbell, Kentucky. 

Nu une is exactly sur e o f the date on which the War 

Department began to take an interest in the area between 

Clarksv il le a nd Hopkinsville. It could have been as early 

as 193 5 o r as late as the spring of 1941 . Mr. Frank Good

l e tt , Sr., a l ocal real estat e agent and employee of the 

Cla rksvill e Leaf-Chron i cle in the 1930's, stated that the 

Wa r De pa r tme nt had c o ntacted the newspaper as early as 1935 

a nJ as k ed i f Cla r ks vi ll e wou ld a ccept an Army camp near 

th e ir cit y. The Wa r Depa r tment further stipu l ated this may 

3c1arks v i l le Leaf - Chro nic le, January 7, 1942, p . 1, 
co ls . 1- 8. 
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he a Negro ca mp. An aff irmat i ve r espo ns e was g iven t he 

Wa r Depar tm ent. Any t ype camp would be we lcome . 4 As far 

as ca n be asc e rtained, nothing came of this inquiry at this 

t ime . 

World War II began in Europe in September, 1939, 

wh e n Hitler invaded Poland. In the ensuing months, the 

United States edged nearer the brink of involvement, espe

cially after the Fall of France in 1940. Thus, by 1941, 

th e War Department's preparations included an intensive 

search throughout the country for sites on which to build 

training camps. Many areas wanted and bade for one of these 

camps. Therefore, it was not unusual that by 1941 numerous 

business and civil organizations in northwestern Tennessee 

and southwestern Kentucky were active in their effo r ts to 

promote the building of an Army training camp in the vicin -

5 ity uf Clarksville, Tennessee, an ti Hopkinsville, Kentucky . 

It was clear that if the Unit e d States Army chose to locate 

a training camp in this region, it certainly would be wel

comed by many of the local citizenry. 

The first suggestion o ffered was one initiated by 

the citiz ens o f Hopkinsvill e , Ke ntucky . Th e y suggested and 

of f e red the 18,000 acr e Federal Game Refu ge located twenty 

6 

6 
mil e s northwest o f th e city as the future site for the camp. 

4 1 . Sta tement by Frank Go odlett , Sr ., pe rsona inter-
view, Octo be r 4 , 1973. 

5Ke n t ucky New Era (Ho pk i ns ville) , June 28, 1941, 
p . 1 , co 1 . 4. 

6Ibid. 



This ar ea tuda y is known as the Pennyril e State Park. By 

employ i ng t h is sit e , Hopkinsville could ga i n financially 

7 

and possibly gai n other benefits. One such potential bene

fit that fo rmed a major idea in this plan was to gain sup

port in obtaining a hard surface for the grave l road between 

Hopk insvill e and the Ou twood Hos pi ta 1 located between the 

propos ed site and the city. 7 Hopkinsville truly wanted an 

Army camp and had put much effort in this endeavor. As 

stated by John L. Thurmond, Secretary of the Hopkinsville 

Chamber of Comme rce, "The Chamber of Commerce has been work

ing on the training camp proj ect for more than a year. 118 

Clarksville during this period was also working in 

an effort to gain the camp for its area. 9 This effort to 

ga in a camp was conducted primarily through local government 

officials; and f rom all indications, it was not as intensive 

a drive as that conducted by Hopkinsville. The citizens of 

Clarksville r ealized a camp could greatly benefit their city. 

An Army camp's payroll alone would amount to millions of 

dollars. 

Besides the various citizens o f Clarksville and 

Hopkinsvill e , th e Congressmen from the area worked in bring

i ng a camp to th e area. Congressman J. Pe rc y Priest repre

sented Te nness ee, while Co ngressman Noble Gr ego ry o f Mayfield, 

7Ken tucky New Era, June 28, 1941. 

81bid. 

9statemen t by Mrs. Oscar Beach, personal interview, 
Uc tu ber 2, 1973 . 



represent ed Kcntucky. 10 

In response to these requests for an Army camp, 

Wa r Department representativ es arrived in Hopkinsville in 

ea rly spring 1941. Their purpose was to investigate the 

possibility of using the wildlif e r efuge and verifying the 

l ocal sentiment as t o the camp . These representatives 

found the wildlife refuge unsuitable; but on the positive 

side, they found local sentiment very much in favor of a 

camp. It was during this visit that the War Department 

became interested in the La Fayette area located between 

Clarksville and Hopkinsville . 11 

The Army became interest ed in the La Fayette area 

because the terrain that encompassed this area fulfilled 

the r equirements desired. The future camp was to be an 

armor ed training center. For this reason, the Army desired 

a gently rolling terrain such as that found in the border 

region. The need for such terrain was the reason the citi

ze ns of Hopkinsville could not sell the Army on using the 

wildlife refuge. Armored training in the refuge would be 

difficult due to th e many ra vines and other areas impassable 

by tracke d units. 

After reviewing th e a rea, the repres entatives of 

the War Department returned to Washi ngton with the border 

r egio n in mind; however, there were other areas to be 

lOClarksville Leaf-Chronicle, July 16, 1941, p . 1, 
co 1. 7. 

11Kentucky New Era, June 28, 1941. 
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considered. In fa ct, t here wer e some 250 ar eas throughou t 

the country be ing consid ered as possible camp sites . 12 

Th e War Department finally decided at least one 

of t he f uture Army camps would be located in the states of 

Tenness ee and Kentucky . Following this decision, the var

io us proposed sites within the two states were considered. 

It was during this time that the War DepartmE.' nt narrowed 

t he choice down to two sites on which to locate the camp. 

Th e first was the La Fayette area located between Clarks

ville and Hopkinsville. Another potentially suitable area 

was in the vicinity of Paris, Tennessee, south of Paducah, 

Kentucky. 13 

In the end, the Clarksville-Hopkinsville area was 

chosen as the future site for the armored training camp. 

This area was most feasible. The area of Paris, Tennessee, 

did not lose out completely. The War Department utilized 

this site for the Army Barrage Balloon Training Center. 

The camp, named Camp Tyson, was located there in 1941. 

Later units trained at Camp Tyson would train with the ar-

mor ed units at Camp Campbell. 14 

In choosing the Cla rksville-Hopkinsville area, many 

f acto rs we re considered. As already mentioned, the terrain 

12c1arks ville Leaf - Chronicle , July 16 , 1941. 

13John G. Moser , "A History of Fort Campbell , Ke~
tucky, 1941-19 51 (Fort Campbell: Public Information Office), 
P. 1. (Mimeogr a phed.) 

14Clarks vill e Leaf-Chronicle , February 23, 1942 , 
p. 1, co 1. 5. 
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was a key item in selecting t he border regio n . Another 

(a c tor also me ntio ned wa s th e des i r e fo r such a camp ex 

pressed by bo t h Cla rksvill e a nd Hopkinsvill e . Ther e wer e 

other factors . 

Th e l a bo r f o rc e available in the area p l ayed an 

i mpo rta n t r o l e . As stated i n the Kentucky New Era on July 

17, 1941: 

I~ is be li~ved here the action of the War Depart
~e nt in s e lecting the sit e from a group of about 250 
1.s du e partly to the amount of labor availabl e in a 
section of the cour§ry which has practically lost its 
dark fired market. 

La bor was d e finitely a key factor when one considers there 

were as man y as 10,000 workers employed on the Camp Camp

be ll project at one time. Ano ther factor that points out 

th e labor co nsideration was the fact that the War Depart

ment checked on the labor situation before making its final 

dec isi o n. In July, 1941, th e War Department sent Major A. 

J . Mi tchell t o Hopkinsville to survey the labor situation 

d 
. 16 

i n the area surrounding the propose camp site . Major 

Mi tc he ll reported favorably o n the labor situation. 

The actual land survey o f the projected camp site 

was another factor i n the decisio n to plac e th e camp in the 

borde r region. Th e sur vey was begun August 1, 1941, and 

comp l eted be f o re the end o f th e year. The survey comprises 

15 New Era (Hopkinsville), Jun e 17, 1941 , Ke ntucky 
p. 1, co ls. 5 & 6. 

16Kentuc ky New Era (Hopki nsville ) , J u ly 28, 1941 , 
---

p. 1, co 1. 4. 

10 



n major section o f the Camp Campbell history and will be 

covered in much more d 0 ta 1·1 1·n a 1 ~- a ter chapter. At this 

po int, let it suffice to say the survey definitely affected 

the consideratio ns in picking the Cla rksville-Ho pk insvil le 

.:irea. 

11 

Also in the mind o f the War Department was the geo

graphical relation of the project ed site to Fort Knox, Ken

tucky. Since th e projected camp was to be an armored train 

ing center, its nearness to its supply of instructors and 

needed equipment located at Fort Knox was important . 17 Fort 

Knox , l ocated less than 200 miles from the projected site, 

pr esented eas y access to the Army Armored Branch responsible 

for setting up the camp. Besides Fort Knox, the new camp 

wou ld also receive support f rom the Barrage Balloon Training 

Center located at Paris, Tennessee, which was also very near 

and accessible. 

An adequate transportation system linking the pro

posed camp sit e to the rest o f the country was another key 

factor in the placement of the future camp. Both highway 

and rail transportation would be of major importance, with 

air transportation pla ying a minor role.
18 

In 1941, the 

Clarksvi lle -Hopkinsville area offered rea dy highway trans

portation. Highway 41A ran directly t hrough the proposed 

site linking the future camp with other major highways. 

17c1arksville Leaf-Chronicle, July 29, 1941, p. 1 , 
cols. 6 & 7. 

18Ibid . 



Railroads offered t he camp its other major form of trans 

portation . Because of their ability to handle the movement 

uf th e heavy tanks , supplies and essential building materi

a ls, railheads in the area were essentj_al. At the time the 

ca mp was propos ed, a branch o f the Tennessee Central Rail

roa d ran to Outlaw Field, l ocated in the vicinity of the 

futu re camp. An extension to this branch could easily be 

extended to connect the camp site to the outside world. 

Lastly, Outlaw Air Field could be used to connect the camp 

site with other facilities throughout the country. 

The availability of construction materials was an 

Id . . 1 . l . 19 a c 1t1ona consicerat1on. The building of a camp such 

as Camp Campbell required a vast amount of construction 

materials. These materials were in ample supply in the 

areas surrounding the Clarksville-Hopkinsville region. Of 

spC'cial impo rtanc e was lumber, since the majority of the 

structures of the camp were to be made of wood. The pine 

forests of Geo rgia and of the other Southern States stood 

ready to fulfill the demand . Thus, by l ocat ing the camp 

in the border region, the War Department saved itself and 

the country much time, effort, ahd cost. 

Recreation and fav orable climate were other factors 

'd d 20 In order to achieve maximum effectiveto be cons1 ere . 

ncss, a ca mp had to be located so that year r ound training 

19Kentucky New Era, June 17, 1941. 

20Clarksville Leaf-Chronicle, July 29, 1941. 
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13 
co ul d he don e . The weather i n the Clarks vi ll e-Ho pk ins vill e 

area offe r ed favorable year round weather conditions. Be

sides a fa vorable cl imate, the area also offer ed many rec

r ea tional facilities. Within a radius of twenty miles from 

th e f utu re camp, were located Clarksville , Tennessee, and 

Hopki nsvill e, Kentucky. Both cities offered theaters, r ec

r eatio n halls, and other features to keep off-duty soldiers 

busy. For an even larger variety of activities, Nashville, 

Tennessee, was within easy distance. Also adding to recrea

tion possibilities were the many rivers, lakes, and public 

woodlands in the area . 

Lastly, the war its el f was a consideration. Although 

it did not dictate a camp for the Clarksville-Hopkinsville 

area, it made such camps necessary. For if there were no 

wars, there would be no armies and no need for Army camps, 

such as Camp Campbell, Kentucky. Camp Campbell was a direct 

outgrow th of a need created by the war. The camp stands as 

a conc ret e example of a nation in dead earnest, a nation at 

war. 21 

When all factors were consid er ed, the border region 

between Clarksville and Hopkinsville presented an ideal 

site for the future camp . As stated in the opening para

graph of this Chapter, the placement of Camp Campbell did 

Much thought and deliberation were behind not just happen. 

th e decision. 

21Clarksville ~-Chronicle, September 15, 1942, 

p. 2, co ls. 1 & 2 . 



On July 16, 1941, the anxious s peculation by t he 

l uca l populace as to the camp was ended by a n of f i c ia l an

nounceme nt. It wa s official ly a nnou nc ed that a n Army camp 

would be lo ca t ed i n Christian a nd Trigg Counties , Kentucky , 

and the two Tenness ee Counties o f Stewa rt and Montgomery, 

22 with th e bulk of th e camp to be located in Tennessee. 

Th e peop l e o f the Clarksvill e a nd Hopkinsville area and. 

thos e who had worked so long and hard to bring an Army camp 

t o this area could rejoice at t he fruits of their labors. 

14 

Camp Campbell was bo r n. An Army camp f o r the Clarks

vi l le -Hopkinsville area was a r ea l ity. 

· 1 July 16, 1941 . 
22Clarksville ~ - Chronic e, 



Chapte r 3 

THE LAND SURVEY AND APPRAISALS 

With h t e announcement on July 16, 1941, that an Army 

camp wo uld be l ocated in the Clarksvil l e- Hopkinsville area, 

t h e next st ep wa s t o det e r mine a n exact lo cation. To deter

mi ne th e precise l ocation, a survey o f the area was neces

sary. Besides the land survey, the various properties with

in th e proposed site would be appraised. By appraising 

ea rly, much delay could be avo ided later. Thus, the first 

two steps in th e building of Camp Campbell were begun. 

THE LAND SURVEY 

The land survey was of major importance because it 

not on l y pinpointed the future camp, but final approval de

pended heavily on its outcome . The War Department would 

make no further decisions until the survey was complete. 

Within two weeks of the July 16, 1941, announcement, 

th e survey was begun. On Jul y 29, 1941, Lieutenant Colonel 

B. F. Vandervoort of Zone 5 Construction Quartermaster's 

Offi c e , Columbus , Ohio , authorized the architect-engineers 

of Wilso n, Bell and Watkins, o f Lexington , Kentucky, to 

make a compl e te survey of the proposed site .
23 

It should 

he no ted that the Co ns tructio n Quartermaster's Office, 

23 k ·11 Leaf - Ch r on i cl e , July 29, 1941, p . 1, Clar sv1 e 
co 1. 8 . 

15 



Columbus, Ohio, handled all work on the Campbell proj ect 

un til actual constructio n of bu ildings bega n. At th i s time, 

the Nashville offic e t ook over. 

16 

The fi rm of Wi l son , Bell and Watki ns immediately 

s ent th e ir r epr esenta tives t o Clarksville to set about thei.r 

as s ig ned task. Inasmuch as Cla r ks ville was closer than Hop

ki nsville to the proposed camp area, the survey team estab

lished its offices in Clarksville. They immediately met 

with city leaders to outline a plan of action. Since there 

was no office space available, the first three or four days 

were spent in a local hotel, the Hotel Montgomery. By August 

4, 1941, the old Darnell and Bellamy tobacco warehouse on 

North Second Street was made available as survey headquar

t ers . 24 The warehouse had been quickly remodeled for the 

firm and was leased for a period of five months. 

The survey project was to take three and one-half 

months, being completed on or about November 15, 1941. To 

mee t this deadline, the employment rolls of Wilson, Bell 

and Watk i ns gr ew daily. An effort to employ as much local 

· t ffect The survey force labor as possibl e was put 1n o e • 

1 On Ju ly 30, 1941, to over 175 by gr ew from eight peop e 

Au gust 21, 1941. 25 

cu 1. 5. 

man survey party, the actual land Using an e ight 

24 Leaf-Chronicle, July 31 , 1941, p . 1, Clarksville _ _::.:..;. ___ _ 

25 _.!:..-Laf -Chr onicle , August 21, 1941, P• Cl arks ville 
1, co 1. 4. 



survey started on July 30 , 
1941 , an historic moment for 

the future Camp Ca mpbe ll . 
Th e highlight was noted in the 

Clarks vil le Lea f - Chronicl - . -- e. 

Professo r D v Ter 11 . 
so n , Bell and W~tk: . re ? surveying engineer of Wi l -
ject began t he i~s,h~rchite~t-engineers on the pro-

, . wa r tis morning , s t arting at the in-
~i~~e~t~o~.ohf Ken)tucky S~at~ Highway 117 (the old rail

e ig way where it intersects 41-w.2b 

17 

Wo rking from the starting point above the Kentucky 

border, the survey party first surveyed the proposed Army 

camp or cantonment area. With this task completed, they 

con t inued work until they had gradually encompassed the en

tir e project area . When this had been done, a total of ap

proximately 102 , 000 acres were inc l uded in the future camp. 27 

(See Figure 1, official map of Tennessee-Kentucky Army Camp, 

page 18.) 

A narrow strip of land connecting the southeastern 

co r ner o f the projected camp site to the Red River was also 

surveyed. The purpose of this survey was to establish a 

water easement that would supply the water needs of the camp. 

I t was at this time that ma ny farmers became alarmed 

wh en they realized that it was very probable they would lose 

thei r land. The area encompassed by the proposed camp took 

in much of the richest fa r mland of the four counties in which 

the camp was to be located . So as to save this rich land, 

26 k · 11 Leaf-Chronicle, July 30, 1941, p. 1, Clar svi e 
co 1. 2. 

27 11 Leaf- Chronicle, January 30, 1941, p. Clarksvi e 
1, cols . 3- 7 . 





ma ny farmers, l ocated in h 
t e propos ed camp site area, re-

qu est ed that the camp site be moved to the east . 
Thus, the 

camp would be located · th 
in e northeastern section of Mont-

go mery County where the farmland was not so rich. The War 

Department would not honor this request. Plans had already 

been made, and they could not be changed without loss of 

valuable time and effort. 28 

The attitude of the various survey teams also af 

fected many farmers in the area . As stated by Mrs. J.C. 

Gill, whose father owned a farm in the area: 

19 

The survey teams would come on your land and showed 
little regard for the local farmers. They also showed 
little respect for his property. If something got in 
their way, it was removed without exchange of words . 
These

2
actions gave local farmers a bad image of the pro

ject. 9 

In general, the farmers of the area were not happy 

to see the survey parties on their land. This fact was 

pointed out by both Frank Darnell and Mrs. J. C. Gill, who 

owned land in the proposed camp site area. It was a normal 

response. Who wants to take a chance on lo s ing something 

that may have taken a lifetime to gain? 

Area farmers still had one hope. Maybe final ap-

proval would not come. This hope was fired by both civilian 

d ·1· off1'c1.'als working on the project. an mi 1.tary These offi-

cials kept pointing out the work being done was merely 

28 by Frank Darnell, personal interview, Statements 
October 3, 1973. 

J C Gill personal interview, 29 statements by Mrs . · · ' 
October 3, 1973. 



rreliminary . The Army h d 
a not been authorized to purchase 

the area and to bu ild the . 
camp, since Congress had not yet 

authorized the Army 30 expansion program. 

As planned, the survey was completed by November 

15, 1941. The results were immediately sent to the War De

Here the survey would be partment. 
analyzed and a final 

dee is ion made as to the building of the camp. 

THE LAND APPRAISALS 

Along with the survey, a land appraisal was to be 

performed. The appraisals were begun at this early date 

so that this vital project could be completed by the time 

final camp approval was r eceived. 

The land appraisals would be handled by a land ac

quisition office under the leadership of Major John Retter. 

Assisting Major Retter was M. J. O' Byrne, zone real estate 

Jirector, Columbus, Ohio. 31 E. E. Shore, appraiser for the 

Federal Land Bank of Louisville, would head the group of 

. 32 
eight to ten appraisers. 

Actual land appraising began around the third week 

of August, 1941. As with the land survey, the projected 

· d f"rst This was achieved by cantonment site was appraise i • 

30ctarksville Lea £-Chronic le, July 29, 1941. 

31ctarksville ~-Chronicle, August 2, 1941, p. 

1, co 1. 1. 

32c1arksville ~-Chronicle, August 7, 1941, p. 

1, co 1. 5. 
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Lh l' fir s t WC'e k uf Septemb er . 21 
Next t he l a nd within t he pr o-

pos ed ma neuv e r a rea a nd t he w t 
a er easement ar ea was apprais ed . 

A few word s o th 
n - e mea ns o f appraising seem to be in 

urd cr . Each farm wa s t o be · d 
cons1 ered individually, and 

even fi e ld by fi e ld of each f 
a r m was to be considered. The 

J pprais er s wer e also to take into consideration buildings, 

fence s , crops, and anything else that would have to be left 

behi nd. Any bargaining would be done, when and if final ap

proval to purchase the land was received. 

The individuals doing the appraising were to be 

l oca l men familiar with the a r ea . This way a fair price 

could be placed on each farm. Not all local farmers felt 

this was what was really done. Chapter 6 will go into more 

de ta i l on this issue . 

Besides the land appraisal, another separate apprais

al covering the timber in the area was conducted. F. E. 

Wat ers, of the Federal Land Bank of Louisville, handled this 

· 1 33 Ti'mber usable for building would be valued a ppr a 1sa . 

anJ ad ded to th e land appraisal. 

Along with the land appraisal, a force of lawyers 

· title work on the were commissioned to begin preliminary 

The lawyers working in the la nd with in the proposed site. 

va rious counti es were as follows: Ben B. Wright of Cadiz, 

Kentucky , 

of Do v er 
' 

f Trigg County, Bill McEl r oy 
as signed to th e dut y ~or 

d the work in Stewart County, 
Tennessee , attende to 

3 3 Lea f - C ~.::h.::.r.;;.o_n_i_c_l_e, Clarksvil l e _ -
Decemb er 16 , 1941 , 

P . 1, co 1. 4. 



eranch H. Henru<l of Hopkinsville 22 
' Kentucky, worked on t he 

Christian County pro 
perty, and Collier Goodlett , Jr., and 

Dempsey Marks of Clarksvill 
e, Tennes see, handled the work 

in Montgomery Count 34 
y. The duty of these lawyers was to 

go to the va rious county 
seats and check on the land titles. 

By checking these titles the 1 
' awyers were to determine the 

proper owners and to begin work in settli' ng 
debated titles. 

The object of this title k wor was the same as the land ap-

praisals, to allow quick action later. 

By January 5, 1942, the land appra 1·sal 1 was competed. 

Th e findings were forwarded to Washington. 35 There they 

coulcJ be analyzed and a cost estimate figured. 

SUMMARY 

For all practical purposes, the land survey com

pleted by the middle of November was the most important in 

dee id ing the f ina 1 fate of Camp Campbell. A 1 though the land 

appraisal was important, the final decision did not hinge 

upon it. 

Both the land survey and appraisal proved favorable . 

The area chosen for the future camp was what the War Depart

ment desired. This can be attested to by the Senior Army 

Off icers that visited the proposed site during the mon th of 

34 1 1,_..eaf-Chronicle, August 7, 1941 . 
Clarksvil e 

35 Leaf-Chronicle, January 5, 1942, p. 
Clarksville_~;:_:..---

1, co 1. 8. 



36 O, t \l h c• i-. 194 1 . 

Wi th th e survey and apprafsa 1s compl ete , th e next 
step depende d upo n the War Department . 

b r 20 1941, p. 1 Oc to c ' Leaf - Chronic e, 36Clarks ville 
1, cu 1. l. 
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Cha pter 4 

A SHORT PERIOD OF WAITING 

Mo s t i nt e r ested 
parties had planned on quick action 

once th e Wa r Department received the 
land survey. To the 

Jisa ppointmc nt o f many, this was not the case. 
To some, it 

app ea red th e officials in Washington had forgotten all about 

t he Cla rksvill e -Hopkinsville project . Instead of final ap

proval, the project entered a short period of waiting. 

As previously stated, the land survey was sent to 

Was hing t o n by November 15, 1941. Two weeks and the month 

of No vember passed, but still no word. Individuals who had 

been hired for the survey work and promised more work when 

th e camp was c unfirmcd were laid off. Farmers in the pro

posed camp site felt a little relieved . With the end of 

Novemb e r and no confirmation, there was still hope among 

some farmers that the camp would not come. 

Then, as sure as day follows night, the camp was 

conf irmed ; no t by any action of our War Department, but by 

th e Armed Forces of Imperial Japan that attacked Pearl Har-

41 Al though the war Department did bur on December 7, 19 . 

Confl·rm the order to build, it was realized no t i mmed iatel y 

() f a short wa it. i t wa s o n 1 y a ma t t er 
Still many local 

peo pl e wish ed faster action. 
. ht be on the way was 

Sl·gn that approval m1g The fi rst 

Communi ty on December reta ted to t he l ocal 
13 , 1941, in the 

l Th e paper s tated that the order 
Clarksvi ll e Leaf- Chr onic e. 
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lll In t i ld the ca mp mj ght 
come t he fo l lowing week sinc e 

plc1 ns were read y. This d 
the 

newspa per officials had 
pre i c tio n had been made a f t er 

conta c ted Gen eral Jacob L. Devers , 
hcaJ o f the Armored Forc es of th e 

United Sta t es Army , and 
C.J ngressman Percy Pries t of 

Tennessee . Both indi viduals 
f e l t that the camp ap pro va l wa s imminen t _37 

Anoth e r we ek passed and still no word. 
Congressman 

Pries t continued to tell local "d 
r es1 ents the final word was 

cer t a inly to be made soo n _38 
As with November, December 

passed withou t f ina 1 appro val. 

By the first of the year (1942), there began to 

aris e rea 1 doubt that final camp approva 1 was near . The 

Cla rksville newspaper bears this out with its headlines 

Ja nuary 1, 1941: "Army Camp Here Still Expected, But! 

Wh cn? 1139 

of 

Finally on January 6, 1941, things began to happen. 

25 

Ar ea newspapers stated reliable sources were saying that the 

pro j ect would start shortly. On this same day in Washing

ton , t he War Department fina l ly gave the approval that would 

s ta r t t he Campbell project. 40 The final word was immediately 

relayed to the local area by t he various Congressmen. The 

37c l arksv ille Lea f - Chro nicle, Decemb er 13, 194 1 , p . 

1, co 1. 4 . 

38cta rksv i l le Leaf -Chr onicle , Decemb er 19 , 1941, p . 

1, cols. 1 & 2. 

39c1arksv i l l e ~ -Chron icle , January 1, 1942, p . 1, 

c:u ls . 3 & 4 . 
40clarksville ~-Chronicl e, January 7 ' 1942 . 



11 cw s o f l h P f i n a 1 a ppr o v a 1 w a s 
greeted with a mixture of 

feelings b y t he l oca l populace. 
The mix ed fee ling is point 

cJ out i n t he Ken tuck:t_ New Era b 
- _ Y personal interviews the 

news pa pe r co nduc ted when it learned the camp 
was approved. 

Some of the c iti 7.e ns interviewed were w
1
·iii·s 

Martin, J oe 
Edwards, Norman Proctor and R. C. McKinney. These individ-

uals felt th e camp would be of great financial benefit; how-

ev er, ba d side ef fects, such as higher rents, housing short

ar, cs and d isrup tio ns of no rmal community functions might 
41 

also fol l ow. The Clarksville ~-Chronicle stated that 

most citizens of Clarksville were taking a watchful waiting 
• t'.1 2 

attitude . Since most citizens had not experienced an 

event of this nature before, they were generally unsure of 

its outcome . Consequently, for good or bad, the short pe

riod of waiting had ended. 

Before moving to a new chapter, a few words as to 

th e ~eason for the short period of waiting ~eem appropriat e . 

One reason offered by the Nash ville newspaper, The Tennes

unlike the other Southeastern ~' was the fact Tennessee, 

i.n Washington on defense matStates, lacked representation 

43 of representation may have had t crs. A 1 though the lack 

some effect, i t was really minor . The main reason for the 

(Hopkinsville), January 7, 1942, 41Kentucky ~ ~ 
[). 1, co l. l. 

. 1 January 8, 1942, p. 
42 l · 11e Leaf-Chronic e, Clar(sv1 -

1, co ls. 7 & 8. 

1, ancl 

2 1942 p. 1, col. January , ' 43Nash ville Tennessean, 
p. 6, co ls. 3-5. 
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short periud of waiti ng was twofold: the War Depa r t ment 

ncc decl time t o make a comp l ete s tudy of the land sur vey r e 

ceived Novemb e r 15, 1941 . And secondly, the War Department 

had to wait for Co ng r e ss t o appropriate funds for an expand

ed i\rrny. 

The e nd o f the short p e riod of waiting ushered in 

a tjme of imme nse activity. Camp Campbell was officially 

a rea lity . 



Chapter 5 

THE LAST OF THE WHIG GOVERNORS 

Beginning wi th the 
announcement that the Clarksville -

Hopki ns vi lle ca mp would be b 
uilt, considerable thought was 

devoted to th e s e lection of 
a suitable name . To the people 

of the area surrounding the 
proposed site, a proper name was 

an important issue. Many names were offered by the citizens 

of both Tennessee and Kentucky ad • n especially by the citi-

zens of Clarksville and Hopkinsville. Thus, the decision 

of th e War Department in picking the proper name would not 

b e an easy task. Any name chosen would inevitably please 

some an<l offend others. With this in mind, the search for 

the proper name was begun. 

Camp Wilson seemed an appropriate name to many of 

the citizens of Clarksville. A resolution presented by Dr. 

J. H. Lacy to the Clarksville Ministerial Association is 

evidence of this fact. Dr. Lacy in his resolution, adopted 

by the Association, stated that since the Wilsons had lived 

in Clarksville for a number of years, it seemed appropriate 

tu name t he camp after their son, Woodrow Wilson.
44 

Since 

Wils on had been President, the name had a national flavor 

and would belong to the whole country. Most important, 

Clarksville could not claim exclusive possession. Conse

quently, the people of Hopkinsville would not be offended. 

44 Leaf-Chronicle, February 3, 1942, p. 
Clarksville_~~~--

l, co 1. 3. 28 



Ot he r citi 7 e ns of Cl 29 
, arks vill e were not a s concerned, their o nly des i re be ing t h 

a t t he cainp b d 
crncr fro m th e Ci vil War era _45 

e name for a South -

thi s be l ief, o ne of the h 
c ief names expressed was that of 

To th e citi?.ens that held 

J effe r so n Davi s . Da vis seemed a f" 
ltting name since he had 

se rved a s Sec r etary of War under 
President Buchanan and also 

as th e President of the Confederacy . 
His birthplace at Fair-

view, Kentucky, was near the proposed 
camp site; and the mon-

ument l ocated at Fairview ld cou easily be seen from a plane 
f l ying over the camp. 46 

Another chief candidate was the name of Colonel 

Henry Burrnett , a Kentuckian, former member of Congress and 

a Confederate Army officer during the Civil War. Represent

ative Noble Gregory was the chief backer in the Burrnett 

campaign. The main support for naming the camp after Burr

nett stayed centered on the Kentucky side of the border. 47 

Other names submitted for consideration were those 

of Douglas MacArthur, Aus tin Peay, George Rogers Clark, Moses 

Renfro , an early settler of the area, Montgomery, for whom 

Was named' Donelson, although this would the Tennessee county 

be confusing because of the other Fort Donelson at Dover, 

Tennessee, and many others were suggeS t ed. As stated in the 

45Statements by Mrs . Oscar Beach. 

46 J ary 28, 1942, p. 
Cla r ks ville ~-Chronicle, anu 

2, co ls. 1 & 2. 

194 2 
' 

k " s ville) September 15, 4 7Ke ntuc ky ~ ~ ~H3op ~~ p. 4, ~ols. 1 & 2 · 
1 co ls . 1 , a Sec. 3, p . , 



Cl ,1rk s vi l l e Lea f - Chroni c l "A . . 
---~~, ny nominations are in ord er 

a nd th i s newspa per will be glad to forward 
them on to the 

pro per a uthorities in Washington. 1148 

William Bowen Campbel l was anothe~ 
L name suggested . 

30 

This name was more popular with Tennesseans around Nashville 

t ha n around the actual camp s it h' h . e w 1c 1s proven by a state-

ment that appeared in the Clarksville newspaper: "So far as 

we have been able to learn, no one in this community has ever 

hea rd of Campbell. The I< t k en uc y area of the camp seems to 

be in about the same fix. 1149 

After being besieged with suggestions for names from 

all corners, the War Department finally announced its deci

sion. On February 17, 1942 , it was announced the camp would 

be named for William Bowen Campbell, a veteran of the Creek 

50 and Florida Wars and the Mexican War. Although Campbell 

was a Tennessean, representative Gregory stated that he had 

no particular objections against General Campbell's name. 

However, a distinct North-South flavor was added to the com

petition since General Campbell was a Union man and Colonel 

51 
Burrnett was a Confederate. 

At this time, it seems appropriate to cover a brief 

48 1 h__eaf- Chronicle, January 28, 194 2. Cla rksvil e 

49 f Ch ·cte Februar-y 21, 1942, p. 
Clarksville ~ - roni ' 

2 , cols. 1 & 2. 
1 Februa ry 17, 1942, p . 

50Clarksville ~-Chronic e, 
1 , cu 1. 3. 

51 hle\~ Era, September 15, 1942. 
Kentucky~ -



h i s tu r y o f th e ma n fo h 
r w om t he camp 

Bowen Campbell. 
was named, William 

Wil liam Bowen Campbell was 
born February 1 1807 

on Ma ns ker ' s Creek , 

miles of Nashville. 

(Bowen) Campbell. 

, ' 
Sumner County, Tennessee, within a few 

His parents were David and Catherine 

The Campbells were f S . h o cott1s ancestry, 

and Wil l iam was proud of the fact that eight blood rela

ti ves had fought in the Battle of Ki'ng's Mountain in this 
country ' s earliest struggle for freedom. 

Young Campbell received his law education under the 

directio n of his cousin, Governor David Campbell of Abing

don, Virginia. In 1829, Campbe ll was admitted to the Ten

nessee Bar and practiced law for several years in Carthage, 

Tennessee. In 1831, the State Legislature appointed him 

Attorney-General of his circuit. Then in 1835, two major 

events occurred in Campbell's life. The first of these 

events was his marriage to Frances Owen; the second was 

the winning of a seat in the State House of Representa

tives. 

During this period, the Creek and Seminole Indians 

were becoming increasingly restless. Finally in 1836 , th is 

r es tlessness led to the waging of warfare against the de-

1 'd and Alabama. At fen seless frontiers of Georgia, F ori a 

Government called on Tennessee to 
th i s time the Federal , 

h 1 put down the In
fur nish a regiment of volunteers to e p 

. d'ately resigned his seat in 
Jia n uprisings . Campbell imme 1 

the legis latu r e and volun t eered to serve . 
Because of his 

31 



Lead rs h ip ab i l i ty , Ca mpbe l] was 
e l ected Ca pt a in of his 

lora l ro mpany a nd l ed t hes 
1 e vo unteers into the swamps of 

so uth e rn Georgia a nd nor thern Florida. 
He and his men 

served galla ntl y du r ing t he B 
attle of Waho o Swamps and 

l a ter in an engagement near t he fork of the 
Withlacoochee. 

Ca mpbell wa s must ered out of the service in 1837 

at t he end of hostilities . H · 
e immediately became a member 

of th e newly formed Whig party and became a candidate for 

Co ngress. Running against Gene ral William Trousdale, his 

r egimental commander during the Indian Wars, he was elect

ed t o t he Congress by a large majority. In 1839, he again 

de feated General Trousda l e despite a tireless effort by 

th e opposition pa r ty to defeat him. After six years in 

Congress, Cc.1mpbell voluntarily retired to private life and 

again took up the practice of law. 

His practice of law again came to a halt in 1846 

when he volunteered for service in the Mexican War. Be

cause of his outstanding service in the Indian Wars, he 

was elected Co l onel of the Tennessee contingent a nd soon 

f M · The First Tennes-l eJ this unit into the heart o - exico. 

d f ' rst saw action s ee Vo lunteers t o which Campbell belonge 1 

i n t he taking o f the city of Monterrey. During this battle, 

known when he led a charge agains t a Campbell became we l l 

usi ng the battle cry: heavily fortif i ed position 

follow me! " 

"Boys, 

· 1847 and 
d f r om Mexico 1n 

b 11 returne Co l onel Camp e 
't Court hol<ling this place 

f t le Ci r cu1 was elec t ed a Ju dge o 1· 
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.in thC' j udic ia 1 bench f 
o r sever a l years. 

I n 1851 he wa s 
nL>minatcd by popula r accta· 

l m to r un against Gover nor Wi l -
li:Jm Trousda l e, t he most . f l . 

i n uent1a1 and f power ul man in 
the Democratic party. It 

was during the he ight of t his 
r()litical ca mpaign that his famous M 

onterrey battle cry , 
"Boy s , fo llow me ," became t he ba ttle cry 

of the Whig pa r t y, 
th e spark t hat carried hi m and hi s party to the highest 

executive po s t i n the sta te. 

ernor of Te nnessee . 
He became the l a st Wh i g Gov-

At th e end of hist h erm, e volunta r ily retired to 

private l ife, r e fusing to accept the nomi nat i on offered 

him. 

During the presidential campaign of 1860 , Campbell 

agai n became act i ve in politics, supporting John Bell, the 

Unio n ca ndidate . Lincoln won the election. Thus, the Civ

il War was assured, since th e South would not follow this 

Norther ner from Illinois. 

Fo llowing Linco ln's election, Campb ell used his 

influence and r e putati.on to tr y a nd keep t he various ele-

1 No matter how hard he worked , he mcnts in Tenness e e cam. 

could not keep Tennessee wi thin the Union. Campbell was 

torn between the Coun t r y he lo ved and t he peo ple t o whom 

he owed so much. 

Bo th sides s ought his s ervice . 
The Sou th offered 

be ra i sed in Tennes
hjm comma nd of all for c es raised or to 

He f el t he could bes t 
h . commis sion. see; but h e refused tis 

b a ccepting a commis-
se r ve both t he Country a nd the peop l e y 
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sio n as a I3rj gacli.e r Genera 1 . 
i n t he Federal Army. H h d 

that he co uld us e this off . e ope 
lee as a 1 Pace of mediation be 

tween the Unio n and the p 1 eop e of Tennessee. On discover-
ing that the situation wash 

opeless h ' e resigned his com-
miss ion. 

In 1865, he was 1 e ected to Congress where he sup-
ported t he conservative policies 

of President Johnson. It 
was at this time that his health 

began to fail him. He 

died at his home near Lebanon, Tennessee , on August 19, 

1867. Campbell was a man of courage and unquestioned in-

34 

t egr ity , who commanded the respect of those who knew him . 52 

The War Department made the name Camp Campbell of

fi c i al on March 6, 1942, by the publication of General or-

Je r No. 12. (See Figure 2, General Order No. 12, page 35.) 

The reason the name Campbell was chosen over all 

other names depends upon which authority one studies. The 

r eason the War Department gives is simple. After being 

besieged with suggestions from both Clarksville and Hopkins

ville , it was decided to name the camp for Campbell in order 

that neither city would feel they had been favored or dis-

53 The war Department's reason was the er imina ted against. 

one listed in most local newspapers. 

Another reason given was the rumor that the name 

52 . 1 her Historical Sketches 
Margaret_Campbell Pii~dred Families {Nashville: 

~ the Campbell, Pilcher ~l)K PP 1z2-115 . 
M;:i rs ha 11 a n d Bruce , Co • , 1 7 1. ' • 

February 23, 1942 , 
5 3 1 Leaf -C ~;;h.::.r~o_n_i_c_l_e, Clarksvil e _ -

ri · l, co 1. 1. 
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campb 11 was p ic ked because uf ad 
eat made between the 

ious Co ngressmen of T var-
ennessee a nd K 

entucky. The dea l call
ed for the camp to be named after a 

36 

Tenness ean . I 
t he designation was t n r eturn, 

o be Kentucky . 54 
This rumor i s a Ut-

t l e hard to pro ve when one 
considers t hat when t he camp was 

officia l ly named i n March 1942 . 
, , it was offic i al l y des ig-

nated a s bei ng in Tennesse 
e. Kentucky was never mentioned. 

It wa s no t until problems with mail 
aros e t hat t he camp was 

redes ignated as being in Kentucky. This did not happen 

un ti l six months after the original order. 

ex isted, t he proof was not located. 

If such a dea 1 

The designated location was h anot er aspect invol-

vi ng the naming of the camp that caused considerable prob

l ems. This problem is somewhat alluded to in the previous 

para graph. 

When the surveyors laid out the cantonment and ma

neuver a rea for Camp Campbell in 1942, approximately two 

t hirds o f the reservation was located in Tennessee. This 

fac t alo ne caused considerable misunderstanding as to the 

exact l ocation o f the camp . Also, the close proximity of 

Cla rks ville, Tennessee, did much in deciding the name of 

the i nstallation . Therefore, when the official order naming 

the camp was published in March, 1942, the camp was desig

nated as Camp Campbe l l , Clarksville, Tenness ee . 

. . . t was noted that the camp Headquar t ers 
On a c tivation , 1. 

_),.,
4 

. . T Turner personal i nter-
Sta temcn ts by William · ' 

view , Oc to be r 5 , 19 7 3 • 



bui l Ji ng ,i nd r ost o f fi ce 
Wer e l ocated in the sta te of Ken-

ru cky . This ca used much 
confusio n . B h 

37 

0 [ [i c ia 1 

and Camp 

mai l was add r es sed to Camp 
ot official and un-

Campbell, Tenness ee, 
Campbe ll , Kentucky . 0 h 

t er activ ities such as bus 
a nd tra in schedu l es were a l so f 

con ·used becaus e one schedule 

would li
st th e camp in Tennessee while another wou l d lis t 

it as bei ng i n Kentucky.55 

I n an e ffo rt to settle once and f or a l l t he mi sun

der standing as to what the correct address should be, Colo 

ne l Guy W. Chipman, the first Post Commander, brought this 

situation t o the attention of the War Department . 56 He 

suggest ed that the camp be designated as be i ng in Kentucky 

becaus e o f the location of the Post Office. The War De-

pa rtmen t agreed with Colonel Chipman; and by Genera 1 Order 

No . 48 (see Figure 3, General Order No. 48, page 38), dated 

September 23 , 1942, the camp was off icially redesignated 

as Camp Campbell, Kentucky. 

When General William Bowen Campbell became the last 

Wh i g Governor o f Tennessee in 1851, little did he realiz e 

tha t ni ne decades later a major military camp would be named 

i n hi s honor. Camp Campbell stands as a lasting monument 

f Tennessee and the Nation . to a man who did so much or 

55 Frank Goodlett, Sr . 
· Statements by 

56 9 Moser , P • · 
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Figure 3 General Order No. 48 

(Underlined po rtio n of order applies to camp Campbell.) 
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Chapter 6 

THE LAND ACQUISITION 

With the order to build and a 
site chosen, the first 

or de r o f business was the acquisiti'on 
of the land making up 

th e camp site. The land had 1 d 
a rea y been surveyed and ap-

praised. Government negotiators would now move in and set-

tle with the various farmers owning the land. Quick action 

was necessary because camp construction was to begin immedi

ately. The land acquisition was handled very quickly con

sidering the many difficulties that arose between the farm

ers and the government over land prices. This event, the 

land acquisition, was a vital step in the history of Camp 

Campbell. It was also one of the saddest events. This is 

due to the fact that so many people were forced off the land 

their families had farmed for generations. 

As with the land appraisals, the land acquisition 

would be handled by a land office under the leadership of 

Major John Retter. Assisting Major Retter was a negotiating 

to the Various land owners and bargain fo rc e who would go 

d Eight negotiators under the with the owner for his la n • 

. f Madisonville, Kentucky, sup ervision of L. B. Herrington° 

h government's negotiating 
th e chief negotiator, formed t e 

fo r e c. 5 7 

The procedures to 
d l·n acquiring the be fol lowe 

January 20, 1942, 
57Clarksville Leaf-Chronicle, 

P. l, cu l. 1. 
39 



t ;1 nd were stat0cl by Ma J'or 40 
Retter a nd . 

prin ted i n th Cl k 
vil l e L0af -Chronicle : e a r s-

A gr oup o f nego tiat . 
miliar with l a nd valu es o~~ e i~her local men or men fa
t u wo r k . d~ r ec tly under Ma .

0
;h1s area would be appoint ed 

wou l d v1 s 1 t each farm a i Retter. Thes e negotiators 
t he fa rm er be lieved tha~ h~ontact the land owner. If 
t he negotiator would g .s la nd was appraised too l ow 
fie ld by fi e ld. If th~ ~~er ~he prop erty wi th him, ' 
t he land was valued too 1 got~ator was convinced that 
Ma j o r Re tter. Authorit i~; e ~ould take it up with 
must however, finally er fan lncr~ase ins~aluation, 

me rom Washington. ~ 

I f tl1 e farmer or lad n owner considered the a ppr a is ed value 

a fa ir price, he could settle immediately . It should be 

poi nted out, th e farmer was not told the appraised value 

until after he had made a statement as t o the value he him

se lf plac ed o n the land. 59 Land owners no t satisfied with 

th e price offered, as a last resort, could take their case 

t o court. 

It must be stressed when reading over the land ac

quisitio n procedures, that the negotiators would deal only 

with th e land owner. Major Retter made it clear very early 

that i t was no use to sell to any real estate agent or com

pany . The government would deal only with the land owner 

who he ld titl e t o the property when the camp project was 

a nnounced in 1941. It would deal with no third party, and 

above all, no land profiteering would be allowed. Avoiding 

mal.·n reason for keeping all third 
profite erin g was the 

. 1 August 11, 1941, p . 
5 8 11 1 ea f -C ~::.:.h~r~o_n_1_c_e, Clarksv i e _ -

l, co 1 . 4. 
January 20 , 1942 . 

59 Leaf-C~~h~r~o_n_i_c_l_e, Clarksvi. ll e _ -



ra rties uu t of nego tiatio ns. 60 

Fo llowing t he pro d 

41 

c e ure s outlined above 
111 ent nego tiators se t t o work. The ' 

the go vern -

first farmers contacted 
by t he government negotiators 

were those living in the can 
t unment a r ea and the land n d d f ee e or the water easement to 
t he Red Riv e r. Quick action · th 111 ese areas was mandatory 
si nce wo rk o n the camp was t o start im ct· 

1 me iate y. After set-
tling with the farmers in th 

ese areas, the negotiators woul d 
move to settle wjth the f - many armers holding land in the 

maneuver area. 

Many land owners were concerned over the appraisals 

placed on their farms. By January 21, 1942, it was alr eady 

becoming apparent that this concern of the land owners was 

r ea 1. Many stories of dissa tis faction began to pour into 

Clarksville and Hopkinsville; and in time , made their way 

into the lo cal newspapers. Two of these stories concerned 

Mr. and Mrs. J. K. Thompson, whose farm was within the can

tonment site, and Mrs. Ledford, who also owned a farm in 

th e camp site. The Thompson f a rm consisted of 180 acres 

d $11 675 This may seem a fair for which they were offere , · 

price until o ne considers the fact that twenty-one ye ars 

Pal'd $22,500 for the farm. They 
earlier th e Thompsons had 

they did not know what 
sol d at the cheaper price because 

also felt she had rec e ived 
els e th ey could do. Mrs. Ledfo rd 

she knew no alternative. 
a ba d deal but sold rega rd1 ess because 

60 Frank Goodlett, Sr . 
Statements by 



1\s she said later, "I was t o ld if 
t he owners 

isf i cd ' t heir pa pers, were not sat-
woul cl h 

42 

a v e to be s en t b k Th ac t o Wash i ng-
e nego tiato rs ma de i t 

II 
LO O , 

s ound like a crime if Mrs. 
Ledfo rd did not sell. oh 

t ers, such as A 
E . Anderson and 

Jim Darne ll, just completely refused to 
. 61 deal with the ne-

go t1a to rs. 

Furth er points of dissat· f . 
1.s action were pointed out 

i n a personal interview with one of the land 
owners, Mr. 

frank Darnell, Sr. He stated that the prices paid for the 

land were very low and in his case, attributes the low price 

to the individual who appraised his farm. Darnell states 

the individual was from Eastern Tennessee and unfamiliar 

with the tobacco land of Middle Tennessee. Thus, the ap

praiser set a value on the Darnell farm at a low price, a 

price comparable to the rock y land of Eastern Tennessee. 

Darnell als o stated there was th e fact that many farmers 

were somewhat threatened into selling by the negotiators 

with talk of three to four year court battles. During this 

period, all the farmers' assets centered in their farm 

would be tied up, leaving most farmers with nothing on 

which to live. Another tactic employed by some of th e ne-

Darnell, was the use of patriot i c 
go tiators, as stated by 

talk. go to the land owners and tell 
Negotiato rs would 

to train our soldiers who were 
them the land was needed 

January 22, 1942, 
61Cl k ·11e Leaf-Chronicle, ar SVl _ 

3 P · 1, co 1 . 7 , and p. 8, co 1 · · 



dying for them on t he battl . 43 
ef 1e lds of Europe.62 

In summary th f 
' e armers felt they had been mistreat

ed . They fe l t the appraisers had 
not taken into considera

tio n th e cost and inconven· 
lence to wh' h le they were being 

placed by having t o move. F 
◄ urther, the mounting costs of 

farm lands which the ct· 1 
lSp aced farmers must now buy were 

not considered. Th f 
e armers also pointed out the fact that 

the war had made land more valuable. 
Most of the land ap-

praising had been done before December 7, 1941, when the 

United States was still technically at peace.63 The final 

complaint expressed by many farmers concerned the time pe

riod in which they were given to move; for moving periods 

of from ten to twenty days were not unusuai. 64 

Because work was to start immediately on the camp, 

families living in the area had to move out fast. The var

ious move out dates set by the government ranged from Feb

ruary 10, 1942, for the cantonment and water easement area, 
65 

to June 1, 1942, for parts of the maneuver area. A better 

picture of the move out dates and the various areas affected 

can be obtained from the map (Figure 4) on page 44 . The 

mov e out dates were strictly enforced by federal marshals. 

were allowed to take The families that were forced to move 

P. 1 
) 

62Statements by Frank Darnell. 

63Clarksville ~-Chronicle, January 

64 J C Gill. 
Statements by Mrs. · · 

65 •Leaf-Chronicle, February 
Clarksville - ~~---

co l s. 3 - 6. 

22, 1942. 

3, 1942, 



Jyi ng fu r t hem o n the batt l . 
ef1 e lds of Europe .62 

In summary, t he f a 

43 

r mers fe lt th 
ey had been mistr eat 

ed. They felt the a ppra i· s ers had 
no t taken into considera

tion the cost a nd i nco nven • 
1e nce to wh· h le they were being 

placed by having t o move. F 
·urther, the mounting costs of 

fa rm l ands wh ich the d · 1 lsp ac ed farmers must now buy were 
not co ns i de r ed. Th f e armers also pointed out the fact that 
t he wa r ha d mad e land more valuable. 

Most of the land ap-
praising had been done befor D b e ecem er 7, 1941, when the 

Un i t eJ Sta tes was still technically at 63 peace. The final 

complaint expressed by many farmers conc erned the time pe

riod in which they were given to move; for moving periods 

o[ fr om ten t o twenty days were not unusua1. 64 

Because work was to start immediately on the camp, 

families li ving in the area had to move out fast. The var-

ious mo ve out dates set by the go vernment ranged from Feb-

ruar y 10, 1942, for the cantonment and water easement area, 

for parts of the 
65 A better t o June 1, 1942, maneuver area. 

pie tur e o f th e move out dates and the various areas affected 

ca n be obtained from the map (Figure 4) on page 44 . The 

move out da t es were strictly enforced by federal marshals. 

were allowed to take 
The famili es that were forced to move 

62 St at eme nts by Frank Darnell. 

63 h •cle January 
Cla rks vi lle ~-C roni ' 

22, 1942. 

6t M J C Gill. 1Statements by rs. · · 
February 

6 5 1 ca f - vC!.:h.::..r.::.o_n_i_c_l_e , 
Clarksvill e - -

3 , 1942 , 

P. 1, co ls. 3-6. 



Figure 4 - This official map shows the areas in the Army camp site that had to be vacated 
by given dates. The February 10 deadline applied to the cantonment area, shown in the 
upper right hand corner, and a small strip running along the Bridgewater Mill Road that 
embraced Boiling Springs. Immediately back of the cantonment area is a tract that was 
to be vacated by April 1. The large tract west of the white line in Stewart and Trigg 
Counties also had to be vacated by April 1. The balance, most of which is in Montgomer y 
County, was required to be vacated by June 1. 



dnl Y furniture an u personal 45 prop erty. 
or c r ops were a llowed to be No buildings, fe nc es, 

removed. The Army would use 
these items as it saw fit. Those ite 

ms not needed would be 
auctioned off lc:1ter. 

Within this air of at· . 
c ivity and dissatisfaction a , 

Plea for help was asked by 
ma ny area farmers. They felt 

th ey ha d to do something about a s;tuat;on h f 
L L t ey elt unjust. 

Thus, o n January 27 , 1942, two lawyers, H.B. Stout and A. 

B. Broadbent, o f Clarksville, were hired to help the area 

farmers in a campaign to get land prices increasea. 66 After 

some discussion, it was decided the best chance the farmers 

hJd t o settle their difficulties was to send a delegation 

t o Washington. Consequently, the two lawyers along with 

two area farmers, Lurton Griffin, of Stewart County, and 

Gol d Smith, of Montgomery County, departed for our Nation's 

capital on January 31, 1942. 

The chief aims of the delegation were to get a ten 

ff t adJ·ustment in the land prices and make to -i ty percen 

aware of the problems involved the off icials in Washington 

in buying new farms, while receiving below par prices for 
67 

the farms they had previously owned. 

the delegation went 
Upon arriving in Washington, 

. C · t 1 Building. immediately to the api 0 
Here they received 

Leaf-Chronic le' January 26, 1942, 
66 · 11 Cla rksvi e -p. 1, col. 2. 

January 31, 1942, 
67c1arksville Leaf-Chronicle, 

~ 

p, 1, co ls. 3 & 4. 



a warm we lcome and met With 46 Congr essmen p . 
l Gr g r f K r i est of Tenn esse "' an c e o yo - e nt ucky, as \;: , 

We ll as s 
enators McKeller and Stewart of Te nn ess ee 

'and Ba rkley and 
Af t er co nf err i ng with the Cha nd ler of Kentucky . 

Congressmen and S 
ena tors and re

ce ivi ng the i r ad vic e the 
' delegation moved on to 

Department. At the War Department 
the War 

' the delegation told of 
t he i r pro blems. Officials · h 

int e War Department promis ed 
t hat they would send someone to • . 

invest igate th e farmers' 
1 . 68 h 

comp aints. Te delegation returned to Clarksville with 

high hopes. 

In a matter of d ays, George E. Fuller, of the real 

estate div is ion o f the War Department, arrived at the camp 

s i t e to investigate the complaints expressed by the area 

farmers. Arriving the first week of February, Fuller com-

pleted a three day study and returned t o Washington on Feb-

ruar y 7' 1942. 69 The federal land officer stated that the 

f indings of his investigation would be published in the 

February 9, 1942, edition of the Clarksville Leaf-Chronicle. 

The findings did not appear in the newspaper as planned f or 

Fuller's report was not made public. From all indications, 

th farmers' claims for th e Fuller report did not support e 

i ncreased land prices. No more was heard of th is report. 

hop e after the Fuller incident 
Ma ny farmers lost 

refused to sell feeling they had 
and sold outright. Others 

Januar y 26, 1942. 
68Cla rks ville ~-Chronicle, 

February 7, 1942, 
6 9 l Lea f -C '"'::.:.h~r~o_n_i_c_l_e, Clarksvi l e _ -

P · 1, co 1. 2 . 



a hett r cha nce by sett l i ng i n 
court. 4 7 

Those r efusing t o 
se ll wer e put o f f t heir land regardl 

ess and their farms 
24 , 1942 , the government 

Co ndemned. As early as January 

bega n fi ling co ndemnation suits 
in the United States Dis-

tr i ct Court at Nashville 

acres mainly in the cantonment area 

These first . suits were for 6,335 

a nd involved 102 farms 
in Kentucky and 23 in Tennessee 70 

Before the land acqui-
sition phase of the camp pr · 

OJect was complete, 376 tracts 

or 33,Bl3 acres were procured through condemnation proceed-
. 71 1ngs. 

Besides the lands that were bought or condemned, 

the government received other lands for which no compensa

tion was given. This land consisted of the numerous public 

roads that ran through the camp site. There were 100 to 

150 miles of roads taken over for which there is no record 

72 of payment. The four counties involved in the area of 

the camp project not only lost money in the form of roads, 

they also lost much tax revenue. This valuable rich tobac

co land that was now going into the make-up of Camp Campbell 

had h d large Portion of the county land previously furnis e a 

tax revenue. the four counties involved As an Army camp, 

70Clarksville ~-Chronicle, January 24, 1942, 
P, 1, cols. 1 & 2. 

letion Re2ort, ~ !-l (Camp 
71War Department, Comp . IYZi2}, paragraph 4 (e) . 

Campbell Clarksville, Tennessee. 
, . 1 May 13 1942, p. 1, 
72 k · 11e Leaf-Chronic e, ' Cla r sv1. -

co 1. 7 . 



wuul d no l o nger r eceive 
property tax from these lands. 

During this phase of the 
la nd acquisition many 

ag ncics and gro ups worked to help th , 
e many displaced land 

own ers re-establish themselves in new 
farms or useful jobs. 

48 

These agencies an d groups ra d f nge rom 

relocation office to groups of b . 
a government sponsored 

usinessmen and farmers of 
neighboring counties. The· h. 

ir c ief aim was to make the trou-
bled times for the dislocated pea 1 Pe pass quickly. 

A relocation office under the general supervision 

of the Farm Security Administration was one such agency set 

up to aid families that had been forced off their land. 

The relocation office would arrange for displaced families 

to meet with individuals that had farms for sale. Besides 

finding new farms, the office also helped in finding work 

for the numerous sharecroppers and farm workers that had 

73 been displaced because of Camp Campbell. For many farmers, 

the relocation office served a useful purpose. Consequently, 

the office remained in operation until the middle of May 

when the office was closed down because moS t families had 

been relocated. 74 

from 

to the r elocation office, various groups 
In addition 

aided in the task of finding 
neighboring counties also 

h S and J
0 obs. the homeless farmers ome 

One such county was 

1 January 29, 1942, p. 
73 1 Leaf-C-~h~r~o_n_i_c_e, Clarksvil e _ -

1, cols. 7 & 8 . 
May tl1 , 194 2 , p. 1 , 

74 Leaf-vC~h;r~o_n_i_c_l_e, 
Clarksville - -

co 1. 3. 



LDWr nee County, Te nnesse 
e. Here a g 49 

roup of leading farm
ers a ncl businessmen got together 

a nd chartered buses so that 
fa rmers from the camp site could 

travel to Lawrence County. 
Upon arriving, the farmers 

were taken around the county and 
shown farms that were for sale and other J"ob 

opportunities. 
A large g roup of farmers took the trip 

to Lawrence County 
and some eventually moved there_75 

Besides the agencies and 
groups, the displaced 

farmers received additional help in the form of additional 

t obacco, wheat, and cotton allotments. On February 27, 1942, 

it was announced the government would allow farmers who had 
' 

been displaced by the camp, to add their former tobacco al-

l o tments to their new farm if they found one. A little 

later wheat and cotton allotments were also added to this 

provision. 
76 

Through these additional crops, a farmer could 

make up some of his losses from moving. 

The government also allowed farmers, at a reasonable 

rate, to purchase the hay and grain crops that were ready 

for harvest on their previously owned farms. These crops 

could be used at a new farm or sold· 
77 

the relocation office and other As the officials of 

f ers the land acquisition 'd the area arm , gr oups continued to a 1. 

1 February 17, 1942. 7 5 1 Lea f- .... C!.:.h=.r;:..o.;;..;;.n_i_c_e, Clarksvil e _ -
February 27, 1942, 76 . 11 Leaf-Chronicle, 

Clarksv1. de --z:r.- col. I. 
P. 1, cols . 4-6, an P· ' 

April 24, 1942, p. 
77Cla rksville Leaf-Chronicle, 

1, co l. 1. 



\vent t> n. Th e l c1 ncl acquisjtion 
co nt i nu ed · until the spring 

50 

0 [ 1911 2 wh e n, fo r 
a ll pracucal purposes ::, 

, it was ended. 
By this time, all families had been 

moved out of th e camp 
site and th e Army ha d taken 

0 ver. Only a few condemnation 
cases pending i n court remained to be 

settled. 
Wh e n th e land acquisition was 

complete, 1,105 sep

been procured for a total area of 
c1rate trDcts of land hacl 

101,755.44 acres. 78 
One small tract of 55.44 acres was in 

such a shape and location as to be of no prac tica 1 use to 

the go vernment; so it was subsequently returned to civilian 

contro l. 79 

In the final analysis 756 tracts of land totaling 

67,758 acres were optioned and procured through direct pur

chase, 376 or a total of 33,813 acres were procured through 

cu nu2mnation proceedings and a single tract of 224 acres 

was obtained by direct transfer from the Farm Security Ad

ministration.80 These figures include 28 separate tracts 

of land amounting to 32.34 acres which were procured for the 

water easement to the Red River. 

A breakdown of the final procurement figures show 

. 81 
the following statistics: 

78war Completion Report, Job T-1, para-
Department, ---

graph 4 (e). 

79Moser, p. 3. 

Completion Report, Job I-1, para -
80war Department, 

graph 4 (e). 

81Ibid.' paragraph 4 (a). 



cuUNTY TRACTS 
ACRES 

EST IMA TED COST Montgomery 466 42,841.71 
$1, 7 S 7, OS 1. 00 stcwar t 335 - 25,750.57 

110761919 . 00 TL) t a l Te nness ee 801 68,592.28 $2,833,970 . 00 

Chri s tian 76 10,489.20 $ 629 , 336 . 00 
Tr igg 228 22,673.96 - 6011642 .00 
To ta l Kentucky 304 33,163.16 $1,230,978 . 00 

The estimated cost for the land acquisition wa s 

$4 ,064,948. This worked out to $39.94 per acre for la nd 

i n the camp site. Land acquired for the water easemen t t o 

th e Red River cost $4,525 or an average of $139.91 per 
82 acre. 

The amount of $39.94 per acre is only an aver age. 

51 

Th e actual price paid per acre varied between each fa r m de

pending on such things as productivity of the soil, t ype of 

land , kin<ls of crops, accessibility, and proximity to 

schoo ls and churches. By using the prices paid for some 

of the farms in Montgomery County, one can see the pr i ce 

variation. The James T. Darnell farm of 18.5 acres so ld 
83 

fo r $1 , 033 or an average of $55.84 per acre. The S . F. 

Woo tten farm of 245 acres sold for $10,724 or an a vera ge 

f $ 
84 The Barney Darnell farm of 110 ac res 

o - 43 . 77 per acre. 

gomer y 

82 Muser, p. 4. 
83 1and Titles, 

Mo ntgomery Co~~tyig2;'2), p. 30. 
County, Te nnesse • 

Vol. 89 (Mont-

84Ib i d.' p. 133. 



s(:i l c1 fo t" $3, 281 or a n 

A. N. Dar ne ll f a rm of 
per acre_85 The 

avera ge of $35 .60 per 

a vera 8e of $28.91 

306.25 acres so ld 

acre 86 
for $11,900 or an 

These ex 1 amp es show the 
price varia tion. 

A survey of farms in th 
e other counti es 

would show similar results. 

Those individuals settling 
in court on the avera ge 

r eceived a little more for th • 1 eir and . 

In summary the 1 d . ' - an acqu1.s1.· ti' on was handled in 
a fast and efficient manner considering the situation. 

This does no t stop one from f 1· ee 1.ng sorry for the individ-

uals that l ost their farms. Perhaps if time had been 

avai l a ble, other means causing less hardsh ip could hav e 

bcr n employed. One such example appeared in an editorial 

52 

in the Clarksville Leaf-Chronicle on January 29, 1942. In 

the editorial, the editor states that in many instances l a nd

owners wer e treated unfairly causing grief and mistrust of 

th e American s ystem. The editor goes on to state that in

stead of condemnation suits, the government could hct ve 

acquired the land under the right of emi nent domain. Under 

this system, a board of five judges, two local men, two men 

and a fifth chosen by the representing the government, 

Settle all cases where there was a dis
other four, woul d 

pute over pric es. 
Thus, the local l a ndowners would have 

. s to a local tribune con-
be en a ble t o present their case 

h l ocal community. In this 
ta i ning individua ls from t e 

Land Titles, p. 61. 
85Mo ntgomery County,:..----

861bid . , p. 8. 



111
,, oo r, t h e l a n <lowncrs would fee l they wer e mo re f ai rly 

j llL\gecl i nst ead o f dealing with a powerful go vernment f r om 

\~~shing ton, a gove rnme nt th,1 t ma ny farmers felt lacked 

l . (T fee 1.n., . 
87 

Th e lan <l acquisitio n was now comple te. The n ex t 

5 tcp would be the ac tua 1 building of Camp Campbell. 

53 

f Chronicl!., 
Lea -

c1arksville ::;.;..- -

Janua ry 

29 l 

87E<li t o rial~ 1 & 2. 
1942, p. 2, co l . 



Chapter 7 

THE C ONSTRUCTION OF CAMP 

When fina l a p proval for the 

CAMPBELL 

camp was compl eted in 
Jci nuary , 1942 , the constructio n 

of the camp was planned t o 
st:art as s oo n as possible. 

The land acquisition began im-
med i a t e l y in o r der to clear th e 

cantonment area for the 
purpos e of co nstruction. Since the camp was t o be compl e ted 
by lat e summer , imrnedia te a t · 

c i o n was nec essary . Quick ac-

tion was facilitated by Army Engineers who h d 
a begun plan-

ning i n July, 1941, when the camp became a 'b'l poss1 1 ity . 

These pl8ns were now to be put into effect in the construc

tion o f Camp Campbell. 

In preparation for the tremendous task of construc

t io n, the War Department chose one engineering-architectural 

f irm to super vise the total construction. There were to be 

as ma ny as fifteen or more c .Jnstruction companies working 

ti · t at o ne t1·m e 88 Cons equently, sup er vi-on 1e camp pro J ec -- . 

s i on a nd leadership of construction was a key item. As with 

th e land survey, the firm of Wilson, Bell and Watk i ns was 

chosen t o supervise the total construction. The firm ap

point ed H. St. Geor ge T. Carmichel as the chief engineer 

fo r th e pro jec t. 89 

88s t a t ements by Paul 
E. Busteed , personal int er-

v i ew , Oc to b c r l1 , 19 7 3 · 

89c 1arksvil le 
l , co ls. 1-3. 

January 9, 1942 , P· 
Lea f-Chronic le' -
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Cu ns lructio n pl · . 
c.1 nn 1n~ 

5 l1n , Be ll a n c.1 Wa tki ns Co mpa ny 

ur <lcr t u carry out th e plans 
' 

i,as cstc:iblishec.l o n the second 

ty Courtho us e i n Clarksvill e . 

done months 55 
ahead by the Wil-

were now to be 
utili zed. In 

a camp pr . 
OJect headquarters 

floor of th 
e Montgomery Coun-

From th· 
co nstruction would be directed.90 

is headquarters, all 

The first step · h int e construction f o the camp 
would be a surve y to la 

y out the streets and blocks in the 
cantonment area. By th ·cldl e mi e of Januar Y, a survey for 
this purpose was initiated. Th e size of the area to be 

laid out was three miles by a mile and one-half 

in Tennessee and half being in Kentuck 91 y. 
' half being 

Also, during the early weeks of January, invitations 

for bids for construction work were mailed to major con-

92 
tractors. Bids were to be returned to the United States 

Curps of Engineers Office at Nashville, Tennessee. From 

this po int in time, all matters concerning the camp project 

would be handled by the Nashville office. At this same 

t ime, arrangements were being made through the Tennessee 

Employment Service and other interested agencies to draw 

JS much labor from the local area as possible. By using 

h a p area would 
local labor the housing situation in t e c m 

' 

90c1arksville 
P. 1 , co 1. 1. 

91c1arksville 
P · 1, col. 3. 

92Muscr, P· 2 · 

Leaf-Chronicle, -
Leaf-Chronic le' -

January 10, 1942, 

January 13' 1942, 



br h e lp cd. /\ s urvey ha . 1 
u been d 

ma e i n the ear l y fa ll of 
19L1l t o de te rm i ne i f 11 

, 000 workmen 
could be housed wi th i n 

a fort y mi l e radius of 
the project. 

This survey pointed 
l) ut the need fo r us i ng a 

s much local 1 abor as possible.93 
Sur vey wo rk continued 

until all streets and blocks 
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We r e l a i d out. At th1.· · s time th 
' e various streets were named. 

In or<l e r to maintain s · 1 · imp 1.city and yet be consistent, it 

streets runn1.·ng east d an west would 
was dec ided that all 

be numbered starting with First Street at the south end of 

the cantonment area. All streets running north and south 

woul d be named after the various states of the Union. This 

plan was followed with only a few exceptions. Those being 

th e main access streets leading in from Highway 41A and a 

few streets in the hospital area. The main entrance to th e 

Post Headquarters at Gate 4 was named Chaffee Road. Chaffee 

Road was named fo r Major General Adna Romanz. a Chaffee, the 

fa th er of our present day armored forces. Other noted streets 

were Lee Road at Gate 1, named for Robert E. Lee, Jackson 

Road starting at Gate 3 and named for President Andrew Jack

so n, and Morgan a nd Forrest Streets named for John Hunt 

Morgan and Nathan Bedford Forrest, both f ormer Confederate 

Army Offic ers. In the hospital area, such streets as Reed, 

used since these were the 
GorgJ s and Lett e rman Streets were 

94 
nJmes of f amous Army doctors · 

93 1 l · 11 e Leaf-Chronicle , C a r <sv1. _ 
oc to be r 31 , 19lf 1 , 

r. 1, co 1. 1. 

9LiMoser, PP · 14 & 15 . 



After s ur veyi ng th 
' e next · 

maJ or st ep i n the con-structio n woul d be t he d 
gra ing and leveling of the canton

me nt ar ea. To achieve this 
nex t step th f' , e 1rst contr2ct 

in the co nstructio n o f Camp Campbell 
1 was et on January 

23, 1942 . Th e Forcum-James c 
ompany of Dyersburg, Tennes-

see, received this first contract h' h 
w ic totalled $750,000. 

Besides grading and leveling the cat 
n onment area, the com-

pany wa s t o prepare a ten mile railroad bed between the 

camp site and Outlaw Field.95 

The grading work was to begin the first week of 

February, but two problems arose. The first was a short 

delay due to inclement weather. 96 Problem number two was 

more serious. This problem involved the hiring practices 

of the Forcum-James Company. Labor represented by the 

Nashville Building Trade Council felt the workmen employ 

ed on the camp project should be members of the Labor 

Union. 97 The labor problem was not limited to the Forcum

James Company but involved all future contractors on the 

camp project. 

Labor continued to be a problem until the first 

1 . t centered over the hirweek of March. The main comp ain 

Labor leaders wished only union 
inr, of non-union workmen. 

Leaf-Chronicle, January 23, 1942, 
95c1arksville -p. 1 , col. 1. 

14, 1942, 
96c1arksville Leaf- Chronicle, February -p , 1, col. 6. 

7' 1942, 
Leaf-Chronic le' 

February 
97 c1arksville ;,_--

P. 1, co l. 6. 
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1,1 h l> r t o b c.' Ii i r l' d . Th 1· s was unsa t . f 
l s actory t u the contrac LLirs fH" imari l y beca us e the f 

1 y e t t her e was no t suffi c ient 
uni on l a bo r a vai l a b l e . I 

nan effo rt to s ettl e th 1 e cispute, t he De pa r t ment of La bors t G 
en · C. Pe ek, a labor concilia-

tor, t u t r y a nc.1 work out a fa vorable solution for all par-

t i es i nvo l vcc.l . Peek arrang J f 
ec -or the various parties in 

th e dispu t e t o rnec t at the Hotel Montgomer y in Clarksville 

bc,,~inni ng o n Mar c h 4, 1942. 98 B 
, Y March 5, 1942, a fa vor-

ob l e so lu tio n was proposed when Peek offered the following 

mea sures t o be taken t o settle the problem: 

Both 

Mak e th e construction project a union shop, but 
no t a clo sed shop. In other wor ds , it was explained , 
a un i o n shop contract permits emplo yment o f non-un io n 
la bo r aft er the union becomes unable to supply the 
demands fo r labor. In time, however, the noo-un io n 
workers would be required to join the union. 9 9 

sides accepted the proposa 1 for a union shop and the 

58 

lobor pt'o blem wa s settl ed. No further labor problems would 

occur durin8 th e camp proj ect. 

With th e labor probl em settl ed , a tt ention was aga in 

. 1 . . During the first weeks re turn ed t o th e t a sk o f bu1 ding . 

. January began to r eturn. of Februa ry , the bids s ent out 10 

Thirt y such bids were opened on February 16 , 1942. Every-

construction would now go into high one be lieved the camp 

gea r , but this was not the case. 
Instea d of awarding con-

. d an.J re-advertised. 
true ts , most bids we re r eJ ec te · 

Those 

h 4 1942 , p. 1, • 1 Marc , 
98Cla r ksv ille 1eaf-C~ron1c e, 

co l, 7 . h 5 1942, p. 1 , 
1 Marc , . a f-Chr onic e , 

99Cla rksv1. lle L! 2. 
c:o l s . 2 -3 , a ncl p. 7 , co · 



h i<lS rejec t ed were e ith , 
er too hi gh or 59 

. f did not meet t i ll n spcc1 -ica t io ns. cons true -
At the February 16 op . 

tracts we r e awarded. These en1-ng, a few con-
. contracts involved 

proJec ts and were va lu 
1 

three barrack 
ec at $1,000,000.100 

On February 20 1942 ' ' another c ontract was awarded. 
This was a sizeable contract t t 1 -o a ling $2,000,000. It was 
awarded to the Nile Yearwood C 

ompany of Nashville and call-
cd for the construction of 

several blocks of barracks and 
associa ted buildings. The 

construction of Camp Campbell 
was now off the ground.101 

Ano thcr contract of a . primary nature was awarded 

the E. H. Marhauffer Company of Ch icago. The contract 

covered the installation of the water and sewer system. 

Lilcc the gradin~j, this work was a task that had to be 

102 achieved early. 

Besides the grading and installation of the water 

system, the other key project that had to be achieved at 

an early date was the laying of the railroad line to the 

ca mp site. This was important since the lumber and other 

building materials were to come into the project area by 

rail. In order to get the railroad linked to the camp, a 

branch line of the Tennessee Central Railroad had to be 

lOOClarksville Leaf-Chronic le, February 19, 1942, 

-p. 1 , col. 7. 

lOlClarksvill e Leaf-Chronicle, February 20, 1942, 

-p. l, co ls. 1 & 2 . 

102Clarksville Leaf-Chronic le, Febru ary 23, 194 2, 

-p . 1, co l. 8. 



run from Outlaw Fielct . 
L\f ter th . 60 

LrJc k was quickl y l a i d. 
e ra1lroacl bed was prepared, 

The difficult port1·on f o this proj cc twas the constructio n of a 
t rest le bridge across highway 

41h. The bridge would allow a 
large amount of railroad traf

fic without tying up the automobile traff1"c 
on the highway. 

By Feb ruary 23, 1942, the t tl 
res - es for the bridge were in 

place. Co nsequently, by the time construction began on the 

various buildings in the camp, the area had rail service.103 

Work on settling the rest of the construction con

tracts continued. In order to save time, the war Depart

ment decided to negotiate all further bids instead of ad

ve rtising for bids as previously done. By the first week of 

March, severa 1 more bids covering barrack construction were 

sj gned. A couple of examples of these new construction con

tractors were the Whitenbourg Construction Company of Louis-

f h
. 104 ville and the O'Driscoll and Grove Company o C 1cago. 

FinJlly, by the end of March, all necessary contracts had 

been settled and work on the camp project swuni into high 

gea r. 

With the grading and construction under way, the 

h atter that had 
1\ d ·ts attention to anot er m rmy now turne i 

b 1 te d This t ·on could e comp c . to be settled before const ruc 1 

matte r 

Site. 

ous graves located co ncerned the numer 

ld be built, these Before barracks cou 

in the camp 

graves would 

February 23, 1942. 
103Clarksville ~-Chronicle, 

March 7, 1942, p. 
104clarksville Leaf-Chronicle, 

1, co 1. 5. 



t o be mo ved . The r efo r e 
' 

Sl 1ugh t a pe tit i o n to a llow i t t o 
move the numerous ceme

t eri es f r om t he camp s i t e . Th 

on March 30, 1942, the Army 

e petition was granted and 
t he dea <l mo ved. The bod ies f h 
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0 t e whites were moved t o a 
th ree acre plo t owned by Mrs . Vio· la Farley h 

on Liberty Churc 
Roa d; th e colo red were mov ed to four acres b 1 · 

e ong1ng to W. 

P. Hambough on Britton Springs Road. The dead were moved 

i n an orderly fashion. Next of kin could be present for 

the moveme nt if they wished. Also, the Army would move the 

dead to sites other than those stated above if requested 

hy the family and as long as the costs involved did not ex

ceed that of those moved to the common sites. 105 

During these early months of construction, the 

numerous buildings left behind by the farmers who had 

moved out were inventoried. Some would be used by the 

Army for such purposes as u1 1ng b "ld" a mock Nazi village. 

Those not used were sold at auction. 

h the construction went very Beginning in Marc , 

· at work on Th e numerous construction companies smoo thly. 

th r camps to increase Used lessons learned on o e th e project 

their output. 
the use of preSome of thes e l essons were 

fabricated building materials . By using such materials, 
106 

days. d in a mat t er of 
C ould be construct e 

huildings f total building . 
d was th e concept o Ano ther lesson learne 

March 30, 1942, p. £-Chronicle, lO SCla rksvill e ~ 
1, co ls. 2-5. 

k Goodlett, Sr. 
106Sta t eme nts by Fra n , 



ThiS meant hujldi.ng a11 st 
rue t u r es at th e 

same time. In 
(>Lhcr wo rds, it was bet ter t o build 

barracks, mess hall s 
and all o th e r assor ted buildings at the 

same time instead 
()f buildi ng ba rracks and then 

in th e oth e r st ructur es.107 
trying to go back and fi ll 

Tu achieve this great 
const ruction task, workmen 

Pour ed into th e ar ea. At f 1· rst 
1 , - , most y l ocal labor was 

used ; but as th e project continued to grow, additional la-

62 

bo r was brought in from the outside Offices to help find 

huusing for these additional workmen were set up. As would 

be imagined, housing became a critical item. Homes in 

Clarksville, Hopkinsville and the other towns surrounding 

th e camp were turned into boarding houses. In the end, 

a il th e workmen were taken care of and housed. 108 

Work on the project was going so we ll, additional 

h · d J 25 1942 The construe-co nstruction was aut orize on une , • 

h . 109 ti.on was for additional ous1ng. 

Work on the project continued at a fast pace. Chang-

from day to day were taking place in cs plainly noticeable 

tl it was reported that the th e cantonment area. Consequen Y' 
110 

J ly 18 1942. By camp was s e venty percent complete on u , 

107Cla rksville ~-Chronic le, Sept ember 10, 1942 , 

p. 1' co ls. 4 & 5. 
1942, p. 

108Clarksville ~-Chronicle, April 29, 

1, col. 8. 
25, 1942, p. 

Leaf-Chronic le, June 
109Clarksville -1 ) co 1. 6. 

July 18, 1942, p. 

110clarksville 1ea f-Chro nic le' -1, co ls. 2 & 3. 



63 sept mbe r, t he ma jo rity £ h 
• 0 t e C 

onstruct io n wo rk was com
pl e t e a nd r eady to be t urned 

over to th . 
e using agencies. 

Th e un l y work ye t t o be done 
was a $3,000,000 project for 

aJJi tio na l tempo rary housing h 
aut 0 rized October 23, 1942. 111 

In l ater wa r years , a f ew add't• 
1 tonal service clubs, a swim-

mi ng poo l and three prisoner of war camps were added to 

ca mp Campbell. Thus the c 
' onst ruction of Camp Campbell was 

complete . 

When f inally completed, the camp contained housing 

for 33,011 men and 1,738 officers. In addition to this 

housin g , a 1,254 bed semi-permanent brick hospital had 

been built. Closed storage space in the warehouse area 

amounted to 288,000 square feet. There was to be 349,692 

square feet of vehicle storage space and 397 ,000 square 

fe et of hard stand suitable for outside storage and 116 

company size motor repair shops complete with built-in arms 

112 rooms. 

Bes ides the above stated facilities in the canton-

ranges and training areas had been ment area, numerous 

co nstructed in the maneuver area. This construction in-

mock German village which provided a e luded a full size 
113 

va luable training experience. 

b 23 1942 , 
111 :L-eaf-Chronicle , Octo er , 

Clarksville 
p . 1 , co ls . 1 & 2. 

Completion Report , Job I-l, 
112Wa r Department , -

paragraph 1 (b). . Its Historfi 
113XX Corps personnel, ~.xxT~~r~inicliT Pub1is -

W II (Japan. 
and Serv i c e in World~~ 
Ing- Co . Ltd-. -, 1946) , P · . 



The cost of t he camp 
proj ect was sizeable At 

t he Wa r Depa rtment h d · (irs t, 
a planned for 

a camp that would hous e 24 ,000 me n. The est· 
imated cost for such a 

camp ran 
f r urn 22 .5 mi llio n dollars t o 24.S 

million dollars. Thes e 
f i gures di d no t include the money that was spent on land . . . 114 A 
acqu1s1t1on. s time passed, the 

earlier plans were re-
vi s ed so that the camp would be able to 

handle 30,000 to 
35 ,000 men. Thus, the planned cost for construction in-

64 

c reased to 30 million dollars. However, by the end of 1942 

wh en the camp was completed, the cost had increased to 35 

million dollars. 115 

The speed with which Camp Campbell was constructed 

was truly amazing. In less than a year, a modern and care

fully planned training center for the armored command was 

complete. The camp now stood ready to serve the purpose 

fo r which it was conceived: "the training of fighting men 
11116 

skilled in the arts and crafts of modern warfare. 

J uary 7 1942. 
114 Leaf -Chronicle, an ' 

Clarksville - ~.;;....---

115Mos e r , P· 3 · bell Kentucky 
. ,cam£_ camp ' · is1on -

ll 6Military Photo D~~ 1943 , P· l. 
(Nas hvi lle: C. P. Clark, I . ' 



Chnpt er 8 

THE WARTIME OCCUPATION 
OF CAMP CAMPBELL 

Camp Campbell was conceived t . 
0 train fighting men. 

No matter how well planned or d • d 
es igne, the camp could 

ac hi eve none of its planned goals wi"thout 
the individual 

soldiers and civilian personnel that made 
things happen. 

After the camp was completed, both men and women poured 

into the camp with the mission of making Camp Campbell a 

success. These individuals would call Camp Campbell home. 

Ano ther group that came to Campbell but for a different 

purpose was the German prisoners of war who would spend the 

duration of the war at the camp. All these individuals com

bined to help write another chapter in the history of Camp 

Campbell, that being the wartime occupation of the camp. 

At first, the camp was planned to be the training 

f d . · · Th1's or1·g1·nal plan was later changed. site -or one 1v1s1on. 

Th e new plans called for Campbell to house and train two di-

visions. 

f . and nineteen enlisted men A cadre of one of icer 

11 July 1 1942, were the assigned duty at Camp Campbe on ' 

11 the camp home. first individuals to ca 
117 With the assign-

Camp Campbell was officially 
ment of this first group of men, 

h nt Camp Campbell would 
11 detac me , activated. From this sma 

1 100 000 men and women 
. 1944 near Y , 

gr ow until at its peak in 

!'i---0
• _189 (Kentucky: 

117S ecial order 
Fo rt Knox, 1~42). 65 

Headquarters 



were statio ned t here .1 18 
66 

The f irst cad r e of 
tw enty men f 

armed the nucleus 
u f t he 1580th Servic e Comm d . 

an Unit. 
This Unit was to be 

the statio n complement or th h 
e ousekeepers f th or e camp. 

\~bile the various combat unit t . 
s rained at Campbell, the 

1580th would furnish these units h 
ousing and all other nee-

Cs sary services. Colonel G uy W • Chi'pman b ecame the first 
curnmander of the 1580th. 

In addition to commanding the ser-

vi ce unit, Colonel Chipman woul d also 
serve as Post Command-

er. As Po st Comma nder, Colonel Chipman would be responsible 

for 200 officers, 5,000 enlisted men anJ 2,000 civilian em-
119 

p l oyees. 

It is important to understand that each major divi

sion or corps would have its own individual commander and 

staff, who was completely separate from the post or camp 

command. Campbell was like a big hotel where combat units 

came to train. As one unit moved out, another would move 

in. The 1580th and Colonel Chipman were like the hotel 

staff; they furnished facilities and services but did not 

ge t involved in the training or chain of comma nd of the 

combat units. 
1580th was ready to furBy the summer of 1942 , the 

ni.sh the necessary support. 
Thus, the first combat troops 

d'ng General (Headquar-
1181-listory Prep~edhfl~ Cl946).i 

t er s Third Army, d td · re ' 
194

2 p 1 
1 June 2 7, , · ' 

119clarksville ~-Chronic e, 
C(J ls. 2-5. 



bega n lo arri ve at Cn mp Campbell . 67 
Thes e truu ps were to J' oi n u, gc th cr t o Co rm the 12th /\ 

rmored Divis ion . 
Under the com-

111; 1nd of Major General Carlos 
Br ewer, the 12th was activat ed 

jn an impressive ceremony on s 
, ep t:cmber 15, 1942. This cere

mony also s erved as the formal 
activation of Camp Campbell. 

Hi gh government off icials from 
both Tennessee and Kentucky 

atte nded th e cer emony, as did 
numerous local officials and 

citizens from Clarksville and Hopkinsvi'lle .120 
Included in 

the list o f distinguished guests were a number of descendants 
0 [ General William B. Campbell for whom h t e camp was named. 

These descendants, who included two grandsons, Russell Camp-

bell and David Campbell Kelley, a great grandson, Russell 

Campbell, Jr., a great-great grandson, Robert Bruce Kelley, 

all o f Nashville and Mrs. Paul Moore, a granddaughter from 

Huntingdon, Tennessee, were given a complete t our of the 

h 
. . 121 camp and were guests of honor at t e act1vat1on ceremony. 

Th e 12th Armored Division was the first combat unit to come 

t C C b 11 The Camp was now on the roa d to fulfill--u amp .: imp e . 

ing its assigned task, training fighting men. 

The 12th Armored Division trained a year at Campbell 

b 1943 After depart-before departing the camp in Septem er, · 
in the Second Army Maneuvers 

i ng the camp, the Unit took part 

at the Tennesse e Maneuver Area . 
The 12th proved to be a very 

H" t rical Quarterl~, 
120"N feature " Tennessie. ife~nessee1-tiston al 

cJ . Daniel M.c;~bison, Ii ~N:~~r~!le~ociety, 1943), p. 190 · 
Cummiss ion and Tennessee His l5 1942 

. 1 September , ' 
2 Leaf -Chronic e, 1 1c1arksville - :::.;.;.----

p. 1, co l. 5. 



c.1 p.:ibl unit dur i ng the ma 68 
ncuvers F 1 0 lowing this 

t he 12th Armo r ed Division . :, exercise, 
was shipped 

overs eas to the Euro
pea n Th ea t er o f Operations· here it .. 

122 ' - Joined the 7th United 
s uites .i\rmy. 

In J a nua r y , 1943, the 
second unit t 11 0 ca Camp Camp-

bell home arrived, this being th 8 h 
- e t Armored Division. 

very l itt le training was accomplished by the 
8th during its 

stay at Campbell because the stay was 
a very short one. The 

8th departed Campbell in March, 1943.123 

A seco nd armored division was organized at Camp 

CJ mpbell , activation ceremonies being held on March 13, 1942. 

This new unit was designated the 20th Armored Division under 

th e co mmand of Major General Stephen G. Henry . Spending its 

ent ire stateside tour of duty at Campbell, the 20th acted 

as a tra inin~ di vis ion, training and shipping large numbers 

uf armored perso nnel replac ements overseas. Finally, in 

December, 1944, th e 20th Di vision departed Camp Campbell, 

for maneu vers in the Midwest, then went w i t h a bric f s t op 

un to Europe. 
12L1 

the best known of all the or ga nizations Probably 

Campbell was th e IV Armored Corps. that trained at Camp 
Th e 

. 1 l943, from the Desert IV arrived at Camp Campbell in Apri' 

d taken part in an intensi ve 
Training Center where they ha 

122 9 Moser, P • · 

1231bid. 

12Lfibid. 



period of <l eser t: warfare . Th 69 
e IV spent the nex t five months 

training a nu pr eparing for the 
Tennessee ma neuvers. The 

highlight of the IV's stay t c 
a arnpbell was t he celebration 

uf its first a nniversary of activa t ion he l d on 
September 2, 

19L13. The climax of this c eJ ebrat· 
- ion came t he evening of 

t he s eco nd when the Columbian Moti'on 
Picture "Sahara" held 

i ts world premier for the IV in Ca mp c b 
1 

, 
amp e 1 s field amphi-

thea ter "Sahara , " a desert · 
- • epic , starred Humphrey Boga rt. 

Th e r eason the film premiered at Campbel l was stated by the 

films ' producers . 

The pic ture was dedica ted to the IV Armored Corps 
in recognition o f the technica l assis t ance donated by 
th e officers a nd en l isted men during pr oduction of the 
film in the Desert Training Thea te r of Operations and 
in a ppreciation for the f ilm 's

1
~§tion scenes of the men 

and t he ma chines of the Corps. 

In October, 1943 , the IV Armored Co rps was redesig-

126 · d na ted t he XX Armored Corps. The XX Cor ps continue to 

train un til February , 1944, when the unit shipped out for 

England and eventual combat in the European Theater of Oper-

h Xx Pa rticipa t ed in numerous engageations . In Europe, t e 

chosen to lead General George S. ments a nd was subsequently 

d drive across France to Patton' s Third Army in its ea stwar 

the ba nks of the Moselle River. 
127 

moved out in September, 
When the 12th Armored Division 

125The XX Corps , p. 32. 
-- -- (Camp Campbell's 

126R treat to faps 3-5 
e - co ls · Novembe r 13, 1943, P · ' · 

Newspaper), 

127The XX-~ p. 40. -- --



1q4J, it was replaced by the 
26 

70 

t h Infantry Division. Under 
Lile cunm,nnd of :Ma j or Ge nera l J 

\, j_ ll i am S. Paul, the 26th or 
yankec Divisio n, a s i t was ca lled 

) \'7as th e only t · 1 s r1ct y 
l· nfa ntry un i t t o train a t c b 

ci mp ell during World War II. 128 
The Ya nkee Div ision tra ined only a h 

8 ort period at Campbell 
be for e depa rt i ng i n February , 1944, 

for maneu vers. 
The l a st t wo units t o train at 

Camp Campbell befor e 

t he end o f the war wer e the 22 nd Corps and the 14th Armored 

Di vis i o n. Maj o r Ge ner a 1 He nry Terrell, Jr . , commanded the 

22 ncl Co rps which arrived at Campbell in January , 1944.129 

Remai ni ng a lmost a year , th e 22 nd departed in December, 1944. 

Af t e r complet ing ma neuvers, the 14th Armored Div i

s io n arri ve d at Camp Campbell in February , 1944. Training 

under the direction of the XX Armored Corps, the unit com-

mancl ed by Maj o r General Vernon E. Prichar <l , became a very 

. 130 
effic i ent unit . Th i s un i t left f or duty in Europe i n 

Oct ober o f the same year wh ere it joined the 7th United 

St a tes Army . 

In all, . ht ma J·o r combat units tra ined at Camp e1.g 

Campb e ll during Wo rld War II • These units proved highly 

d themselv es i n the European eff ic i ent and <l istinguish e 

Th ea t e r of Ope ratio ns . 

C pb ell's Newspap er), 
12 8Re tr ca t t o Taps (Campl-aSm 

.:,.;_,---=-.,.,-,-~ - 1 CO 1 S • 
Septembe r 18 , 1943 , P · ' · 

1
, Newspaper) , 

1~9 (Camp Campbel s 
L R , t r eat t o Ta ps 3 

Fcbrua r v 5 194 4 , p-.-1, cols. l- · 
J ' 

l30ibi cl . 



111 1 il"S 

The se ci.ght maJ· ur c b 
om a t • 

unit s wer e not th 
to ca 11 C.J mp Campbell horn"' e onl y 

"' during the 
J war years. 

There were two u t her g r oups that 
resided at Camp Campbell 

dud ng t he wa r pe riod. 

pr i so ners u[ \ -Jc'.lr. 

One r, r , oup was women ~nd th h 
u e ot er 

Wumc n filled many of th 
e jobs formerl y held b, men 

duri ng the Scc c.> nd World War. Th· . 
is included civilian jobs 

JS we ll a s military. Thes 
e WJmen who donned fatigues did 

their part a t ei ghty-two Army posts botl1 in the States and 
uv erseas; Campbell was no exception.131 

In Sept ember of 1942 
' 

Campbell began t o take shape. 

the idea of using women at 

Major G. T. Gifford, head 

71 

of the WAAC (Women's Army Auxiliary Corps), later changed 

to WAC (Women's Army Corps), arrived at Camp Campbell on 

Sep t ember 8, 1942. The purpose of Gifford's visit was to 

s tud y th e feasibility of using women at Camp Campbell. The 

s tu dy showed tha t women would be a valuable asset and could 

fr ee men for comb,it. 132 Consequently on March 5, 1943, the 

f irst Gr oup of two officers and seventeen enlisted women of 

C b 11 Th ese women reported t he W!v\C c1 rri•Jed at Camp amp e • 

fu r dut y [ rom the Second WAAC Training Center at Daytona 

Bea ch Fl "d 133 , o ri a. 

3 'Army Times, June 6, 1973, 1 111Yes terday 's Army,' 
f) . 4, co ls. 1-3. 

September 8, 1942 
13 2Clarksville ~-Chronicle, 

f) . l , co l. 7. 
Campbell's Newspaper), 

133Ret r cD t t o Ta ps (Camp 
Ju l y 1, l<JL

1
l~, p. 1,co ls. Lf & S. 



The f i r st gr oup of W/\\ 
L C pe rs onnel 

wer e under the 
cdnim.'.l ncl of First Lieut enant Ch 

ar l o tte B R" · i ce and formed 
th e nuc l eus of t he 1580th Ser . 

vi ce Command Unit, WAAC De
uic hme nt. Af ter pr e limina r y a r ra noe 

o ments were completed 
by the adva nc ed party , a gr oup of 419 .. 

add1t1onal WAAC per
sonne l a rr i ved at Campbell. Ca ta · 

p in Ma r y N. Seymore, who 
was in c har ge o f th es e addit " 1 

i ona women' became the new d e -
d 131-1 rac hment comman er. 

Th e WAAC detachment f ormed d an a ministrative unit 

wi th th e missio n of establishi' no a 
o motor pool and motor 

72 

co rps. In a dd i tion t o the duty as servi'ng as d d · se an rivers, 

mJny o f the wome n were assigned spec i alist duties in the 

huspi t al and t o administrati ve positions in the Post Head

qua r t ers, Post Finance and Post Ra nge Hea dquarters. The 

\.J/v\ C prov ed t o be a very ef f icient unit tha t performed 

135 va lua ble ser vic es at Camp Campbell during the war years. 

By October, 194 2 , it became clear Camp Campbell 

woul d be home fo r a third gr oup, this being German prisoners 

uf war . During th e later months of 1942 a nd the early 

th e f l.·rst of three prisoner of war stockades rno n t hs u f l 9L13 , 

134Mo s er, p. 11. 

13 5rbid. 
~ H" try Austin f ssor or 15 0 ' h Dr . Presto n Hubba r d, Pro eh opinion: (1) tha t t e 

Pea y St a te Unive r s ity , expr~sses ~a:ly showed what they 
study macle a s t o using WAA C \Ji~•s probably kept moret~~~ 
WJ n tccl i t t o s how (2) Tha t sent to the front , t 
. · · they e ver f sor Pres on clwa y f r om t he fr o nt than ter vieW with Pro es 
l u\v crinr, mi litary mor a l e . In 
l~b bar J Nov emb e r 24 , 197) . 

' 



\v;IS c ,inslruclcd . 

13 6 
L d .:.1L· r i V • 

In mid- 1943 the f " 
' · 1. rst p · r 1so ners began 

Th e [ irst g roup o f_ 
priso ners 

st,Jc kad c but pro blems deve l o ped . 
we r e housed in one 

The pro bl ems centered 
~i r nunJ t h e cliff er e nc es of v j e,-'s b _ 

· ~ etween tl h d le a r core Nazi 
I) r is o ner s a n d t h c anti - Na 2 j pr 1• s 

" · . o ne rs. Tr bl ou es developed 
whe n the Naz i priso ners tried t o f o rce 

their views on their 
fe llow pris o ners . Consequentl y 

. ' it was decided that Nazi 

an ,i a nti-Nazi priso ners should be segrega ted and a second 

compo und was constructed to achieve this end. Later, a 

t hir d co mpo und was constructed to accommodate the overflow 

u [ pri so ners that poured into Camp Campbell. A maximum 

cumhine d c a pacity of 3,000 men was planne d fo r the three 

c: umpou nds . In the end , this capacity was surpnssed when 

the number of prisoners reached approximately 4 ,ooo. 137 

73 

During their stay at Camp Campbell, the prison ers 

u[ war were utilL·.ed primaril y o n labor details. The pris

u ne rs' serv i ces we re utili ~ed no t only by the perso nnel of 

Camp Cc1mpbell but also by the farmers in the area• Pris-

uners were l oaned t o the farmers t o wo rk o n their farms. 

d Special skills we re utili z ed 
Those p r isoner s who po ssesse 

where they we re best suited. 
One Maj o r and two Captains' 

. . the Post Ordina nce 
fo r ex amp l e, \vo rk ed as watch rcpa 1.rmen J. n 

. ners caused little 
Sho ps. Th e va st majority of th e priso 

13 ,. 0 Mo s e r, p. 11. 
na 1 interview' 

137 Glen Coo n, pers o 
Statemen ts b y 

lJc tu h c •· 6 19 7 3 
'- ' . 



Th e numb e r o f priso ners who 74 
died in the pr ison-

e r of \v, 11~ c amp at Ca mpbe ll tends to bear 0 ,. t th h 
J at t e pr is-

.>n c r s were tr eated i n a humane ma nner. - Fo r the thousanus 

l> f pd so ncrs o [ war who end ed up at Camp Campbell, there is 

recor d o f o nl y f ive deaths. 

At the e nd of the war, the prisone rs were returned 

tu t heir home country, the last departing Camp Campbell in 

1946. 139 
1\pri 1, 

Camp Campbell achieved the task for which it was con-

ce i ved b y h e lping to supply the United States with the neces

sJ r y fight in~ men to win the war. For many of those who 

t o camp Campbell during World War II, the camp was a 

home and will be remembered. 

13 8Mo ser' p. 11. 

139Ib i tl . 



Chapter 9 

Cl.J\RKSVILLE AND CAMP CA 
MPBELL 

In order fu r an Army camp t 
o come into being and 

surv ive, cities anci towns must accept and 
support them. 

Ca rnp Campbe ll was no exception. c
1
·t· 

1 les ike Clarksville 
Hupkinsville and o thers were in SJ me measure 

responsible 

fo r the relative success or failure of Camp Campbell and 

' 

the type installation it would become. Since it would be 

ver y d i f L icu 1 t t o cover the c o ntributio ns O f a 11 the cities 

t u the camp, the contributions o f Clarksville will be stud-

icJ. Its activities and assista nce mirror th e activities 

J nd as sistanc e of the other cities that meant so much to 

Camp Campbel 1. 

As already stated, Clarksville did much to bring 

Camp Camp be 11 to the area. In bringing the camp to the 

d f 1 they Wou l d not o nly aid their a r ea, the city lea ers e t 

c ity but help the Nation in its struggle against the Axis 

Powers. 

U nderstand that even after the It is impo rtant to 

a rea' the city did not relax in CJ mp was approved for this 

past ac hie vements. It was at this 
time that the city of 

came t o 1 if e. Cla r ksvi ll e truly 
the people of the city 

Th e first task was t o prepare 

me nta l ly f o r the tremendous 
a bout to take 

change tha t was 
. t leaders 

task' c ommuni y 
n la t o ach;eve this ,, · cc . In o r de r ,_ k" g place. 

What was ta in 
f d as t o k(• pt the po pulace well i n orme 

75 



,~ c;i cli ng Lh c CL:1rksvi ll c Lca f -Chroni· 
1 - cc a ny . h 

l l · 11 l n1.g t after July 
76 

l J , 19 1 , w 1 H~.:ir out this f ;:,.ct . 

l l I
. l Also' the city officials 

.s ur vc vct .::i n l ( l t studies o n •t· 
.1 · • ci 1es wh 

er e a large Army 
h,1 d bee n s i tu cJ ted nearby . Camp Fo r r est and camp 

Tullahoma, Ten-
ncssec was o ne examp l e of suc h a study_140 

By studying 
t hese cit i e s , the o fficials of Clarksville 

hoped to prepare 
the po pulac e and prepare for the future. 

Their efforts from 
al l indica tions seemed to ha ve beens f uccess -u1. 

During the early phases of the ca c b 
mp amp ell project, 

t he city we nt t o 0 rea t lengths t h 
1:~ o see t a t a ll went smoo thly. 

They immecl i ate l y go t in contact with government officials 

and offe red their support. An example of this early support 

was the remode ling of the old Darnell and Bellamy Tobacco 

\.JD rehouse. This task was achieved in a matter of weeks so 

tha t th e surveying firm would have adequate office space from 

which t o wo rk. It was also at this time that many of the 

ff d h · · 1· n the conduct of the local people o - ere t eir services 

l J nc1 sur vey a n c1 a ppr a isa ls. 

h .r: • 1 1 •-1as g1· ven a nd co nstruction began, W e n ~ina appro va w 

the city of Clarksville aga in offered its support. One such 

,Jff er that Has taken up was the use of the seco nd flo or of 

r·on headquarters. 
the Cou nty Courthou se as the construe 1 

must impo rta nt c o ntr i bution ma de 
during the construction 

The 

I There were 
h . . f th,:, numerous wo r <:men. P asc was the ho using o "' . 

11 t hrough pro viding 
f" t usua Y 

J few whose o nly mo t ive was pro 1 ' 

it, O 1 Leaf-Chronic le, Clarksvi l e 
, c ,_) 1 s . 3 & 4 , a n d p . °3,c O 1. 5 · 

August 16, 1941, p. 



P' )l) r t10usi ng a t a hi gh rent 
This was h 77 

. . . t e exception 
t l, c no rm. fh c rnaJ o ri.t y of th a nd not 

e people furnished the 
best 

tw usi ng po s sibl e at a reasonable rat 
e. Many people opened 

l i!J t he ir own homes so that th 
e workmen would not have t o 

s l eep in th e cold. In the end th 
' e people of Clarksville 

tried to make the wo rkers feel wel 141 
come. Helping to find 

housi ng was not limited to workers from outs1.'de 
areas; the 

citizens of Clarksville also worked to help the 
many displaced 

fa rmers fi nd new farms and adjust to the changing situation. 

When the camp was finally completed, the lo cal popu

lace turned out at the opening ceremonies and tried to make 

the new oc cupants of Camp Campbell feel welcome. Just be

cause the camp was complete, it did not mean an end to the 

contributions by Clarksvillians . They launched various pro

grams to aid the soldiers, many of whom were away from home 

for the first time, in making them a home away from home. 

Some of these programs were the housing of soldiers in pri

vate homes on weekends and setting up clubs with planned acti

vities to help keep the wives of the servicemen busy during 
. . 142 

the week when their husbands were in tra1.n1.ng. 

In order to prov ide more recreation, the city of 

Out to get a recreation center 
Clarks ville immediately set 

built. 

h nJ lly 

h work and effort but was 
This project required muc 

1 for 42 when final approva 
a ch ieved on July 22 , 19 , 

141 oscar Beach. Statements by Mrs. 

142 J c Gill. 
Statements by Mrs. · · 



,
,
1 

r cc rcati u n hal l was 8 i. ve n_l43 
Afte r th 78 

e r ecr eation ha11 
, c.; ,umplctcci, 5t wa s t he l oca l 

wa - po pulac e that f . 
urn1shed 

volunt eers who maintai ned th e halt. 

The a ssistanc e giv en by the 
Clarksvillians was no t 

l ) n l y 1 imi ted to t he c i. t y; theJv also h 
elped at the camp it-

self. Two su c h proj ects to help at 
the camp were the fur-

nis hi ng of vo l u nteers to assi.st at the camp h . 
1 

lli4 
osp1ta, 

and a program by the Clarks ville Garden Cl b 
u to beautify 

t he ma i n entrance to the camp. lliS 

The contributions of Clarksville were summed up 

by Li eu t e nant Ralph H. Weston, Camp Campbell Public Rela-

tions Of ficer , in an address to the local Rotary Club . 

"Thank Go d fo r the people of Clarksville, they have been 

s1•1c ll and all o f f icers and men have only praise for their 

h 
, 

1
, 1114 6 usp J. ta i t y . 

Clarksville and the other cities surrounding Camp 

Campbell contributed gr eatly to the camp's well being. From 

· · a ted an Army camp and th r very bcn~nnin~ these c1t1es w n - 6 -'-- o > 

wer e will i n6 t o work to make it a success. 

1 22, 1942, p. 1, 14 3c1arksvill e Leaf-Chronicle, Ju Y 
culs . 3 & 4. 

lt1 4 J C Gill. Sta t ern en ts by Mrs· · · 

1 , Co 1. 
145 1 k · 11 Leaf-Chronicle, Car svi e _ :;:.;.;.;:_:..---
2 . 

1.1+6Cl l 'lle I ea f - Chro nicle , 
1 a r csv1 J &) 

' co 1. 6, anc:J p. 6, co rs:-2 · 

August 3, 1942, p. 

August 12, 1942, P· 



Chap te r 10 

SUMMARY 

Ca mp Campbe ll, straddling the 
Tennessee-Kentucky 

s tate lin e , was a direct outgrowth of 
World War II. The 

c,imp was conceived to train fighting f 
men -or the United 

states. Th e se me n would join together 
with others to help 

win the ultimate victory over the Axis Powers. 

Camp Campbell did supply the fighting men needed 

Jnd if no thing e lse, f o r this reason alone, the history 

L) [ the c a mp is a sto ry of success. But th h' , e 1.s tory of 

Camp Campbell was so much more. It is a history of farmers 

tha t we re forced off their land to make room for the camp. 

It is the history of local citizens who worked long and 

ha rd t o make th e camp exist a ncl survive. It is the history 

of wo rkmen who constructed a camp in such a short period 

uf time that people are still amazed today. Lastly, it is 

the history of men and women who were taken from their homes 

a nd way of life to help win a war which they did not cause. 

Camp Campbell was a a Success based on the success, 

h For this reason, Camp 
,ird work and sacrifice of so many. 

CJmpbcll, Kentucky, deserves remembering. 
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