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ABSTRACT

World War II created the need for many facilities
that were previously unnecessary. One example was Army
training camps. In these camps, civilians from Main Street
U. S. A. werce taught the arts and crafts of modern warfare.
These men would ultimately participate in victory over the
Axis Powers.

One such training camp built in 1942, occupying
nearly 102,000 acres in lower Kentucky and upper Tennessee,
was Camp Campbell, Kentucky. Camp Campbell represented
work, sacrifice, time and effort of the American people
and especially those of Tennessee and Kentucky. Without
Camp Campbell and other similar camps, the war could not
have been won.

The concept of Camp Campbell began to take shape
in 1941. After a land survey and appraisal, the camp was
confirmed in January, 1942, During the following months,
the many farmers in the camp site area were moved out and
a camp consisting of hundreds of barracks, mess halls and
other structures was constructed. Following this intensive
perioa of construction, the camp received its first training
units in September, 1942,

Throughout the remaining war years, Camp Campbell
continued to serve as a training camp turning civilians into
soldiers. These individuals who trained at the camp called
it home cven if it was for a short period before departing

for the battlefields of Europe. During these war years, the
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camp also scrved as a prisoner of war camp for numerous

German prisoners.

This studv is an attempt to depict the events that
brought Camp Campbell to the rich farmlands of Tennessce
and Kentucky, and the work, effort and sacrifice that made
the camp come to life. It is also an attempt to tell the
story of the element that made Camp Campbell what it was,
the pcople--those who built the camp, those who called it
home and those who gave up their farms so that the United

States would have one of the facilities needed because of

World War 1IT.
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Chapter 1
INTRODUCTION

The American period of peacetime military prepara-
tions which followed Dunkirk, May, 1940, and the Fall of
France, June, 1940, was ended not by American design but
by cnemy action. Consequently, the War caught the United
States somewhat unprepared and with a small military estab-
lishment. To remedy this situation, many military training
centers and camps sprang up throughout the Nation. These
centers trained and prepared men for the war that raged in
Europe and the Pacific. 1In the end, when all was said and
done, the individual soldiers, sailors, and airmen trained
at these out of the way places would win ultimate victory
over the Axis Powers.

These training centers and camps occupied thousands
of acres of land and included hundreds of huts, two-story
barracks, or tents along with buildings for administrative
offices, recreation and medical care. Many also had exten-
sive arcas for drill and maneuver. Such camps had complete
public utilities, such as water, sewage, and clectrical fa-
cilities, and were, in fact, self-contained communities.

The site for such centers and camps were usually
selected with the aim of healthful living conditions and a
climate suitable for outdoor training the year around. Oth-
er factors such as a suitable terrain and local conditions
such as labor, construction materials, and other elements

L



pertinent to such camps were kept in mind.

One such camp, situated in the midst of the richest
farmland in lower Kentucky and upper Tennessee, was Camp
Campbell, Kentucky. Located five miles north of Clarksville,
Tennessee, and twelve miles south of Hopkinsville, Kentucky,1
the camp served in the important task of training armored
and infantry units for the bloody war in Europe.

Built in 1942, Camp Campbell occupied nearly 102,000
acres in an area of four different counties. Approximately
two-thirds of the camp is located in Tennessce with the re-
maining one-third in Kentucky. The camp itself was divided
into two general areas. The cantonment or actual camp site
where the soldiers lived formed one area. Today as then
this arca is located along Highway 41A covering approximate-
ly 4,000 acres. The other general area was the maneuver
scction where the actual training took place. The maneuver
arca takes in the thousands of acres of open rolling terrain.

Camp Campbell did not just happen. The camp repre-
sents the work and effort of a Nation engaged in a bloody
struggle and stands as a special tribute to the people of
Kentucky and Tennessee.

Before the camp was built, the many farmers of the
arca were moved and their land bought by the government.
Some were happy with what they received for their land and

many were not. All shared the same sadness of moving from

lRussol B. Reynolds, "Army Posts and Stations,' The
Officer's Guide (1968-1969 cd.; Harrisburg, Pennsylvania:
Stackpole Books, 1968), p. 142,




land that had been their home.

As arca farmers moved out, thousands of workers moved
in to construct the actual buildings that would make up the
camp. Beginning work in January, 1942, the construction job
was completed by late summer. The speed with which the camp
was constructed was amazing.

By mid-summer 1942, Camp Campbell received its first
personnel, a cadre force of twenty men. This was only the
beginning. Before the War was ended, thousands of American
fighting men had passed through Camp Campbell on their way
to fight on the battlefields of the world. These men, that
at onc time or another called Camp Campbell home, were the
clements that made the camp come to life.

Camp Campbell did not come to an end with the War
as originally planned. The word '"camp' infers only a tem-
porary facility. Today Fort Campbell, which gained the sta-
tus of a permanent installation2 or fort, remains an impor-
tant eclement in our Nation's defense system.

"Camp Campbell, Kentucky: A History of Construction
and QOccupation During World War II," will follow Camp Camp-
bell from the carly days when the camp was only an idea to
the end of World War II. This history will cover the land
survey, appraisals, land acquisition, naming, and actual
construction work at the camp. Lastly, the men who called

Camp Campbell home will be discussed.

2Department of the Army, General Order, No. 13
(Washington: Department of the Army, April 20, I950),

Section IIT.

(8]



Camp Campbell served a necessary role and forms an
integral part of our Nation's history during World War II.
For these reasons, Camp Campbell, Kentucky, deserves remem-

bering.

4



Chapter 2
AN ARMY CAMP FOR THE CLARKSVILLE-HOPKINSVILLE AREA

"The War Department has decided to build the Clarks-
ville-Hopkinsville cantonment and construction will begin as
quickly as possible.”3 These headlines to many would appear
to be the beginning of the Camp Campbell, Kentucky, project.
In reality, the announcement of the Clarksville-Hopkinsville
camp was just a major milestone in an effort that had begun
many months before. The placement of Camp Campbell did not
just happen. The coming of the camp to the Clarksville-Hop-
kinsville area was the fulfillment of much work and effort.
The people of Tennessee and Kentucky, especially those of
Clarksville and Hopkinsville, and the need of our Nation for
trained soldiers to fight a brutal war combined to bring
about the great project known as Camp Campbell, Kentucky.

No one is exactly sure of the date on which the War
Department began to take an interest in the area between
Clarksville and Hopkinsville. It could have been as early
as 1935 or as late as the spring of 1941. Mr. Frank Good-
lett, Sr., a local real estate agent and employee of the

Clarksville Leaf-Chronicle in the 1930's, stated that the

War Department had contacted the newspaper as early as 1935
and asked if Clarksville would accept an Army camp near

their city. The War Department further stipulated this may

3Clarksville Leaf-Chronicle, January 7, 1942, p. 1,
cols. 1-8.
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be a Negro camp. An affirmative response was given the

War Department. Any type camp would be wclcome.a As far
as can be ascertained, nothing came of this inquiry at this
time.

World War II began in Europe in September, 1939,
when Hitler invaded Poland. 1In the ensuing months, the
United States edged nearer the brink of involvement, espe-
cially after the Fall of France in 1940. Thus, by 1941,
the War Department's preparations included an intensive
search throughout the country for sites on which to build
training camps. Many areas wanted and bade for one of these
camps. Therefore, it was not unusual that by 1941 numerous
business and civil organizations in northwestern Tennessee
and southwestern Kentucky were active in their efforts to
promote the building of an Army training camp in the vicin-
ity of Clarksville, Tennessee, an: Hopkinsville, Kentucky.5
It was clear that if the United States Army chose to locate
a training camp in this region, it certainly would be wel-
comed by many of the local citizenry.

The first suggestion offered was one initiated by
the citizens of Hopkinsville, Kentucky. They suggested and
offered the 18,000 acre Federal Game Refuge located twenty

miles northwest of the city as the future site for the camp.

4Statement by Frank Goodlett, Sr., personal inter-
view, October 4, 1973.

5KentquX_New Era (Hopkinsville), June 28, 1941,
p: 1, col. &4.

6Ibid.




This area today is known as the Pennyrile State Park. By
employing this site, Hopkinsville could gain financially
and possibly gain other benefits. One such potential bene-
fit that formed a major idea in this plan was to gain sup-
port in obtaining a hard surface for the gravel road between
Hopkinsville and the Qutwood Hospital located between the
proposed site and the city.7 Hopkinsville truly wanted an
Army camp and had put much effort in this endeavor. As
stated by John L. Thurmond, Secretary of the Hopkinsville
Chamber of Commerce, ''The Chamber of Commerce has been work-
ing on the training camp project for more than a year."8
Clarksville during this period was also working in

9 This effort to

an effort to gain the camp for its area.
gain a camp was conducted primarily through local government
officials; and from all indications, it was not as intensive
a drive as that conducted by Hopkinsville. The citizens of
Clarksville realized a camp could greatly benefit their city.
An Army camp's payroll alone would amount to millions of
dollars.

Besides the various citizens of Clarksville and
Hopkinsville, the Congressmen from the area worked in bring-

ing a camp to the area. Congressman J. Percy Priest repre-

sented Teanessce, while Congressman Noble Gregory of Mayfield,

7Kentuc51»New Era, June 28, 1941.
8

Ibid.

9Statement by Mrs. Oscar Beach, personal interview,
October 2, 1973.



represented Kentucky. 10

In response to these requests for an Army camp,
War Department representatives arrived in Hopkinsville in
carly spring 1941. Their purpose was to investigate the
possibility of using the wildlife refuge and verifying the
local sentiment as to the camp. These representatives
found the wildlife refuge unsuitable; but on the positive
side, they found local sentiment very much in favor of a
camp. It was during this visit that the War Department
became interested in the La Fayette area located between
Clarksville and Hopkinsville.11

The Army became interested in the La Fayette area
because the terrain that encompassed this area fulfilled
the requirements desired. The future camp was to be an
armored training center. For this reason, the Army desired
a gently rolling terrain such as that found in the border
region. The need for such terrain was the reason the citi-
zens of Hopkinsville could not sell the Army on using the
wildlife refuge. Armored training in the refuge would be
difficult due to the many ravines and other areas impassable
by tracked units.

After reviewing the area, the representatives of
the War Department returned to Washington with the border

region in mind; however, there were other areas to be

1001arksville Leaf-Chronicle, July 16, 1941, p. 1,

ewill. 7

llKentuckx_New Era, June 28, 1941.




considered. 1In fact, there were some 250 areas throughout

the country being considered as possible camp sites.?
The War Department finally decided at least one
of the future Army camps would be located in the states of
Tennessee and Kentucky. Following this decision, the var-
ious proposed sites within the two states were considered.
It was during this time that the War Department narrowed
the choice down to two sites on which to locate the camp.
The first was the La Fayette area located between Clarks-
ville and Hopkinsville. Another potentially suitable area
was in the vicinity of Paris, Tennessee, south of Paducah,
Kentucky.13
In the end, the Clarksville-Hopkinsville area was
chosen as the future site for the armored training camp.
This area was most feasible. The area of Paris, Tennessee,
did not lose out completely. The War Department utilized
this site for the Army Barrage Balloon Training Center.
The camp, named Camp Tyson, was located there in 1941.

Later units trained at Camp Tyson would train with the ar-

mored units at Camp Campbell.14

In choosing the Clarksville-Hopkinsville area, many

factors were considered. As already mentioned, the terrain

12Clarksville Leaf-Chronicle, July 16, 1941.

13John G. Moser, "A History of Fort Campbell, Ken-
tucky, 1941-1951 (Fort Campbell: Public Information Office),

p. 1. (Mimeographed.)
14Clarksville Leaf-Chronicle, February 23, 1942,
P L, €ol. I




10
was a key item in selccting the border region. Another

factor also mentioned was the desire for such a camp ex-
pressed by both Clarksville and Hopkinsville. There were
other factors.

The labor force available in the area played an

important role. As stated in the Kentucky New Era on July

17, 1941:

It is beligved here the action of the War Depart-
ment in selecting the site from a group of about 250
is due partly to the amount of labor available in a

section of the country which has practically lost it
dark fired market.Tg y p C y lo its

Labor was definitely a key factor when one considers there
were as many as 10,000 workers employed on the Camp Camp-
bell project at one time. Another factor that points out
the labor consideration was the fact that the War Depart-
ment checked on the labor situation before making its final
decision. In July, 1941, the War Department sent Major A.
J. Mitchell to Hopkinsville to survey the labor situation
in the area surrounding the proposed camp site.16 Major
Mitchell reported favorably on the labor situation.

The actual land survey of the projected camp site
was another factor in the decision to place the camp in the
border region. The survey was begun August 1, 1941, and

completed before the end of the year. The survey comprises

15KentuckxNew Era (Hopkinsville), June 17, 1941,
cols. 5 & b

16Kentucl§1New Era (Hopkinsville), July 28, 1941,
p. 1, col. 4.

p. 1

b




11
a major section of the Camp Campbell history and will be

covered in much more detail in a later chapter. At this
point, let it suffice to say the survey definitely affected
the considerations in picking the Clarksville-Hopkinsville
area.

Also in the mind of the War Department was the geo-
eraphical relation of the projected site to Fort Knox, Ken-
tucky. Since the projected camp was to be an armored train-
ing center, its nearness to its supply of instructors and

nceded equipment located at Fort Knox was important.17

Fort
Knox, located less than 200 miles from the projected site,
presented easy access to the Army Armored Branch responsible
for setting up the camp. Besides Fort Knox, the new camp
would also receive support from the Barrage Balloon Training
Center located at Paris, Tennessee, which was also very near
and accessible.

An adequate transportation system linking the pro-
posed camp site to the rest of the country was another key
factor in the placement of the future camp. Both highway
and rail transportation would be of major importance, with
air transportation playing a minor role.18 In 1941, the
Clarksville-Hopkinsville area offered ready highway trans-

portation. Highway 41A ran directly through the proposed

site linking the future camp with other major highways.

17C1arksville Leaf-Chronicle, July 29, 1941, p. 1,
cols., 6 & 7.

18

Ibid.
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Railroads offered the camp its other major form of trans-

portation. Because of their ability to handle the movement

of the heavy tanks, supplies and essential building materi-

als, railheads in the area were essentjal. At the time the
camp wds proposed, a branch of the Tennessee Central Rail-
road ran to Outlaw Field, located in the vicinity of the
future camp. An extension to this branch could easily be
extended to connect the camp site to the outside world.
Lastly, Outlaw Air Field could be used to connect the camp
site with other facilities throughout the country.

The availability of construction materials was an

additional consideration.19

The building of a camp such
as Camp Campbell required a vast amount of construction
materials. These materials were in ample supply in the
areas surrounding the Clarksville-Hopkinsville region. Of
special importance was lumber, since the majority of the
structures of the camp were to be made of wood. The pine
forests of Georgia and of the other Southern States stood
ready to fulfill the demand. Thus, by locating the camp
in the border region, the War Department saved itself and
the country much time, effort, and cost.

Recreation and favorable climate were other factors

to be considered.zo In order to achieve maximum effective-

ness, a camp had to be located so that year round training

ngentuckXVNew Era, June 17, 1941.

2001arksville Leaf-Chronicle, July 29, 1941.
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could be done. The weather in the Clarksville-Hopkinsville

area offered favorable year round weather conditions. Be-

sides a favorable climate, the area also offered many rec-

rcational facilities. Within a radius of twenty miles from

the future camp, were located Clarksville, Tennessee, and
Hopkinsville, Kentucky. Both cities offered theaters, rec-
reation halls, and other features to keep off-duty soldiers
busy. For an even larger variety of activities, Nashville,
Tennessee, was within easy distance. Also adding to recrea-
tion possibilities were the many rivers, lakes, and public
woodlands in the area.

Lastly, the war itself was a consideration. Although
it did not dictate a camp for the Clarksville-Hopkinsville
area, it made such camps necessary. For if there were no
wars, there would be no armies and no need for Army camps,
such as Camp Campbell, Kentucky. Camp Campbell was a direct
outgrowth of a need created by the war. The camp stands as
a concrete example of a nation in dead earnest, a nation at

war.21

When all factors were considered, the border region

between Clarksville and Hopkinsville presented an ideal

site for the future camp. As stated in the opening para-

graph of this Chapter, the placement of Camp Campbell did

not just happen. Much thought and deliberation were behind

the decision.

21C1arksville Leaf-Chronicle, September 15, 1942,

p. 2. cols. 1 & 2.

b




On July 1 :
y 16, 1941, the anxious speculation by the

local populace as to the camp was ended by an official an-
nouncement. It was officially announced that an Army camp
would be located in Christian and Trigg Counties, Kentucky,
and the two Tennessee Counties of Stewart and Montgomery,
with the bulk of the camp to be located in Tennessee.22

The people of the Clarksville and Hopkinsville area and

those who had worked so long and hard to bring an Army camp
to this area could rejoice at the fruits of their labors.

Camp Campbell was born. An Army camp for the Clarks-

ville-Hopkinsville area was a reality

‘e eaf-Chronicle, July 16, 1941.

Clarksville Leal



Chapter 3
THE LAND SURVEY AND APPRAISALS

With the announcement on July 16, 1941, that an Army
camp would be located in the Clarksville-Hopkinsville area,
the next step was to determine an exact location. To deter-
mine the precisec location, a survey of the area was neces-
sary. Besides the land survey, the various properties with-
in the proposed site would be appraised. By appraising
early, much delay could be avoided later. Thus, the first

two steps in the building of Camp Campbell were begun.
THE LAND SURVEY

The land survey was of major importance because it
not only pinpointed the future camp, but final approval de-
pended heavily on its outcome. The War Department would
make no further decisions until the survey was complete.

Within two weeks of the July 16, 1941, announcement,
the survey was begun. On July 29, 1941, Lieutenant Colonel
B. F. Vandervoort of Zone 5 Construction Quartermaster's
Office, Columbus, Ohio, authorized the architect-engineers

of Wilson, Bell and Watkins, of Lexington, Kentucky, to

make a complete survey of the proposed site. It should

be noted that the Construction Quartermaster's Office,

23.1arksville Leaf-Chronicle, July 29, 1941, p. 1,

col. 8.
15
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Columbus, Ohio, handled all work on the Campbell project

until actual construction of buildings began. At this time,

the Nashville office took over.,

The firm of Wilson, Bell an! Watkins immediately
sent their representatives to Clarksville to set about their
assigned task. Inasmuch as Clarksville was closer than Hop-
kinsville to the proposed camp area, the survey team estab-
lished its offices in Clarksville. They immediately met
with city leaders to outline a plan of action. Since there
was no office space available, the first three or four days
were spent in a local hotel, the Hotel Montgomery. By August
4, 1941, the old Darnell and Bellamy tobacco warehouse on
North Second Street was made available as survey headquar-
ters.za The warehouse had been quickly remodeled for the
firm and was leased for a period of five months.

The survey project was to take three and one-half
months, being completed on or about November 15, 1941. To
meet this deadline, the employment rolls of Wilson, Bell
and Watkins grew daily. An effort to employ as much local
labor as possible was put into effect. The survey force

grew from eight people on July 30, 1941, to over 175 by

August 21, 1941.25

Using an eight man survey party, the actual land

24Clarksville Leaf-Chronicle, July 31, 1941, p. 1

col. 5,
25
1, col. 4.

Clarksville Leaf-Chronicle, August 21, 1941, p.
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st i
survey started on July 30, 1941, an historic moment for

the future Camp Campbell. The highlight was noted in the

Clarksville Leaf-Chronicle:

Professor D, v, Terrell
son, Bell and Watkins, a
Jject, began the work thi

tersection of Kentucky State Hiehwa 117 i
: t 1d rail-
road bed highway) where it inte%sec{s 41-& 98 ore

y Surveying engineer of Wil-
rchitect-engineers on the pro-

Working from the Starting point above the Kentucky
border, the survey party first surveyed the proposed Army
camp or cantonment area. With this task completed, they
continued work until they had gradually encompassed the en-
tire project area. When this had been done, a total of ap-
proximately 102,000 acres were included in the future camp.27
(See Figure 1, official map of Tennessee-Kentucky Army Camp,
page 18.)

A narrow strip of land connecting the southeastern
corner of the projected camp site to the Red River was also
surveyed. The purpose of this survey was to establish a
water easement that would supply the water needs of the camp.

It was at this time that many farmers became alarmed
when they realized that it was very probable they would lose
their land. The area encompassed by the proposed camp took

in much of the richest farmland of the four counties in which

the camp was to be located. So as to save this rich land,

26C13rksville Leaf-Chronicle, July 30, 1941, p. 1,
col. 2.
27Clarksville Leaf-Chronicle, January 30, 1941, p.

l, cols. 3-7.
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a fa : .
many LArmers, located in the proposed camp site area, re
b

quested that the camp site be moved to the east Thus, the
° ’

The War

Department would not honor this request. Plans had already

been made, and they could not be changed without loss of

valuable time and effort.28
The attitude of the various survey teams also af-
fected many farmers in the area. As stated by Mrs. J. C.

Gill, whose father owned a farm in the area:

. The survey teams would come on your land and showed
little regard for the local farmers. They also showed
little respect for his property. If something got in
their way, 1t was removed without exchange of words.
These sctlons gave local farmers a bad image of the pro-
Jeckt.,

In general, the farmers of the area were not happy
to see the survey parties on their land. This fact was
pointed out by both Frank Darnell and Mrs. J. C. Gill, who
owned land in the proposed camp site area. It was a normal

response. Who wants to take a chance on losing something

that may have taken a lifetime to gain?

Area farmers still had one hope. Maybe final ap-
proval would not come. This hope was fired by both civilian
and military officials working on the project. These offi-

cials kept pointing out the work being done was merely

2SStatements by Frank Darnell, personal interview,

October 3, 1973.

29Statements by Mrs.
October 3, 1973.

j. C. Gill, personal interview,



preliminary, 20

The Ar
my had not been authorized to purchase

-he area and .
the nd to build the camp, since Congress had not yet

authorized the Army €Xpansion program 30
As
planned, the Survey was completed by November

15, 1941. The results were immediately sent to the War De-

partment. Here the Survey would be analyzed and a final

decision made as to the building of the camp
THE LAND APPRAISALS

Along with the survey, a land appraisal was to be
performed. The appraisals were begun at this early date
so that this vital project could be completed by the time
final camp approval was received.

The land appraisals would be handled by a land ac-
quisition office under the leadership of Major John Retter.
Assisting Major Retter was M. J. 0'Byrne, zone real estate
director, Columbus, Ohio.31 E. E. Shore, appraiser for the
Federal Land Bank of Louisville, would head the group of
eight to ten appraisers.

Actual land appraising began around the third week

of August, 1941. As with the land survey, the projected

cantonment site was appraised first. This was achieved by

July 29, 1941,

3OClarksville Leaf-Chronicle,

31ClarkSVille Leaf-Chronicle, August 2, 1941, p.

1, col. 1.
32
l) COI. 5.

ille Leaf-Chronicle, August 7, 1941, p.

Clarksv
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\‘r(‘d lldnLLlV - - t =

the first week of September

I casement area was appraised.

A few words i
on the means of appraising seem to be in

order. Each farm was to be considered individually, and

even field by field of each farm was to be considered. The

aisers .
appr ers were also to take 1nto consideration buildings,

fences, crops, and anything else that would have to be left

behind. Any bargaining would be done, when and if final ap-

proval to purchase the land was received.

The individuals doing the appraising were to be
local men familiar with the area. This way a fair price
could be placed on each farm. Not all local farmers felt
this was what was really done. Chapter 6 will go into more
detail on this issue.

Besides the land appraisal, another separate apprais-
al covering the timber in the area was conducted. F. E.
Waters, of the Federal Land Bank of Louisville, handled this
appraisal.33 Timber usable for building would be valued

and added to the land appraisal.

Along with the land appraisal, a force of lawyers

were commissioned to begin preliminary title work on the

land within the proposed site. The lawyers working in the

various counties were as follows: Ben B. Wright of Cadiz,

Kentucky, assigned to the duty for Trigg County, Bill McElroy

i Count
of Dover, Tennessee, attended to the work in Stewart v,

i 41,
33Clarksville eaf-Chronicle, December 16, 19

P. 1, col. 4.



pranch H. Henrod of Hupkinqvill _
S e,

Kentucky, worked on the

Christian County Property anpg Collier Goodl
odlett,

Jr., and

Dempsey Marks of Clarksvilje, Tennessee, handled th k
’ € e wor

1 o 3
in Montgomery County,3% The duty of these lawyers was t
was to

go to the various county seatg and check on the land titles

By cliecikclng these tifles, the lawyers were to determine the

proper owners and to begin work ip settling debated titles
The object of this title work was the same as the land ap-
praisals, to allow quick action later.

By January 5, 1942 the land appraisal was completed.
The findings were forwarded to Washington.35 There they

could be analyzed and a cost estimate figured.
SUMMARY

For all practical purposes, the land survey com-
pleted by the middle of November was the most important in
deciding the final fate of Camp Campbell. Although the land
appraisal was important, the final decision did not hinge
upon it.

Both the land survey and appraisal proved favorable.
The area chosen for the future camp was what the War Depart-
This can be attested to by the Senior Army

ment desired.

Officers that visited the proposed site during the month of

34C‘larksville Leaf-Chronicle, August 7, 1941.

35Clarksville Leaf-Chronicle, January 5, 1942, p.

1) col. 8.




October, 1941 ) 36

step de

\\—_

] 36Cl€:lrksvill&=3 Leaf-Chronicle, October 20, 1941, p.
) C()l. ],.
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Chapter 4

A SHORT PERIOD oF WAITING

Most inter .
¢Sted parties had Planned on quick action

once the War Department rfeceived the land survey. To the

disappointment of many,

this was not the case. To some, it

appcared the officials ip Washington had forgotten all about

the Clarksville-Hopkinsville Project. 1Instead of final ap-

proval, the project entered a short period of waiting.

As previously stated, the land survey was sent to
Washington by November 15, 1941, Two weeks and the month
of November passed, but still no word. Individuals who had
been hired for the survey work and promised more work when
the camp was confirmed were laid off. Farmers in the pro-
posed camp site felt a little relieved. With the end of
November and no confirmation, there was still hope among
some farmers that the camp would not come.

Then, as sure as day follows night, the camp was
confirmed; not by any action of our War Department, but by

the Armed Forces of Imperial Japan that attacked Pearl Har-

bor on December 7, 1941. Although the War Department did

not immediately confirm the order to build, it was realized

it was only a matter of a short wait. Still many local

pcople wished faster action.

n that approval might be on the
cember 13, 1941, in the

way was
The first sig
related to the local community on De

The paper stated that the order

Clarksyille Leaf-Chronicle.
24



O hllil i the 2€ i
; ¢ e camp might Come the followj k
ing week since the

plans were ready | This Predicti
ediction had peen made after

newspaper officials hag contacted General Jacob L. D
. Devers
ad { th ’
head o e Armored Forceg of the United States Army, and
> 4

Congressman Percy Priest of Tennessee. Both individuals
felt that the camp approval was imminent 37

A
nother week passed and still no word. Congressman

Priest continued to tell local residents the final word was

‘ 3
certainly to be made soon. 6 As with November, December

passed without final approval.

By the first of the year (1942), there began to
arise real doubt that final camp approval was near. The
Clarksville newspaper bears this out with its headlines of
January 1, 1941: "Army Camp Here Still Expected, But'
When?"39

Finally on January 6, 1941, things began to happen.
Area newspapers stated reliable sources were saying that the
project would start shortly. On this same day in Washing-
ton, the War Department finally gave the approval that would
start the Campbell project.AO The final word was immediately

relayed to the local area by the various Congressmen. The

37Clarksville Leaf-Chronicle, December 13, 1941, p.
1, col, 4.

38Clarksville Leaf-Chronicle, December 19, 1941, p.
L; sols, 1 & 2.

39Clarksville Leaf-Chronicle, January 1, 1942, p. 1,
cols. 3 & 4.

“Oclarksville Leaf-Chronicle, January 7, 1942.
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news of the final approval
Was greeted y;
With a mixture of

feelings by the local po
; pulace The mi
. 1xed feeling is point-
polnt

(\(] out in th(? K(‘ntuckz New Era b
———— y erSOHGl .l ter .I t
p nterviews he

newspaper conducted when it learned the ca
mp was approved,

gome of the citizens intervi
Viewed were Willi i J
i11lis Martin 0
e
3

Edwards, Norman Proctor apnd R. C. McKinnev These individ
y. ivid-

uvals felt the camp would be of great financial benefit: how-

ever, bad side effects, such as higher rents, housing short-

ages and disruptions of normal community functions might

: 41
also follow. The Clarksville Leaf-Chronicle stated that

most citizens of Clarksville were taking a watchful waiting
: 42 . e

attitude. Since most citizens had not experienced an

cvent of this nature before, they were generally unsure of

its outcome. Consequently, for good or bad, the short pe-

riod of waiting had ended.

Before moving to a new chapter, a few words as to
the reason for the short period of waiting seem appropriate.
One reason offered by the Nashville newspaper, The Tennes-
sean, was the fact Tennessee, unlike the other Southeastern
States, lacked representation in Washington on defense mat-

ters.43 Although the lack of representation may have had

some effect, it was really minor. The main reason for the

i i 7, 1942,
41Kentuch_New Era (Hopklnsv111e), January

p. 1) col. I.
42Clarksville Leaf-Chronicle,

l, cols. 7 & 8.

January 8, 1942, p.

., 15 col.
43Nashville Tennessean, January 2, 1942, p

I, and p. 6, cols. 3-2.
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short period of waiting was twofold: the War Department

necded time to make a complete study of the land survey re-
ccived November 15, 1941. And secondly, the War Department
had to wait for Congress to appropriate funds for an expand-
cd Army.

The end of the short period of waiting ushered in

a time of immense activity. Camp Campbell was officially

a reality.



THE LAST of THE WHIG GOVERNORS

Beginnin :
g g With the announcement that the Clarksville-

Hopkinsville camp would be built, considerable thought was

devoted to the selection of g Suitable name. To the people

a ¢ §
of the area surrouanding the proposed site, a proper name was

an important issue, Many names were offered by the citizens
of both Tennessee and Kentucky and especially by the citi-

wens of BlaEksville and Hopkinsville. Thus, the decision

of the War Department in picking the proper name would not
be an easy task. Any name chosen would inevitably please
some and offend others. With this in mind, the search for
the proper name was begun.

Camp Wilson seemed an appropriate name to many of
the citizens of Clarksville. A resolution presented by Dr.
J. H. Lacy to the Clarksville Ministerial Association is
evidence of this fact. Dr. Lacy in his resolution, adopted
by the Association, stated that since the Wilsons had lived

in Clarksville for a number of years, it seemed appropriate
44

to name the camp after their son, Woodrow Wilson. Since

Wilson had been President, the name had a national flavor

and would belong to the whole country. Most important,

Clarksyille could not claim exclusive possession. Conse-
quently, the people of Hopkinsville would not be offended.

i 42, p.
aaClarksville Leaf-Chronlcle, February 3, 19 P

1) col. 3. -
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Other citize K
Svi
lle were not as concerned,

s of Clap

their only desire being that the camp pe 1 f
] named for a South-
erner from the Civil War era 45 To th -
. 0 e citizens that held
‘his belief ; i
this el, one of the chief Names expressed was that of
O

5 ef‘ on ]. L i
JL D 18 Seemed a fitting name Sinc
[f S Dav S av 2 e he ha

served as Secr
ser etary of war under President Buchanan and also

iR ey PEeaE ol i Confederacy. mis birthplace at Fair

view, Kentucky, was near the proposed camp site; and the mon-
ument located at Fairview could easily be seen from a plane

flying over the camp.46

Another chief candidate was the name of Colonel
Henry Burrnett, a Kentuckian, former member of Congress and
a Confederate Army officer during the Civil War. Represent-
ative Noble Gregory was the chief backer in the Burrnett
campaign. The main support for naming the camp after Burr-
nett stayed centered on the Kentucky side of the border.47

Other names submitted for consideration were those

of Douglas MacArthur, Austin Peay, George Rogers Clark, Moses

Renfro, an early settler of the area, Montgomery, for whom

the Tennessee county was named, Donelson, although this ikl

be confusing because of the other Fort Donelson at Dover,

Tennessee, and many others were suggested. As stated in the

Oscar Beach.

January 28, 1942, p.

45Statements by Mrs.

6Clarksville Leaf-Chronicle,
2, cols. 1 & 2. 15
(Hopkinsville), Septembeg. :

47 . New Era 1 &
1942 scc.l%?tgc.l%, 18 1-3, and p. 4, cols.




clarksville Leaf-Chronicje "Any nominat;j N
' —=t -hations are in order
and this newspaper wi]i be glad to forward th to th
‘nem on to the

Pn)por authorities in waShingt()n wh 8
William
Bowen Campbell was another name suggested.
This name was more po : ;
popular with Tennesseans around Nashville

than around the actual camp site which is proven by a state-

meat that appeared in the Clarksville newspaper: "So far as

we have been able to learn, no one in this community has ever

heard of Campbell. The Kentucky area of the camp seems to

be in about the same fix.”49

After being besieged with suggestions for names from
all corners, the War Department finally announced its deci-
sion. On February 17, 1942, it was announced the camp would
be named for William Bowen Campbell, a veteran of the Creek
and Florida Wars and the Mexican War.so Although Campbell
was a Tennessean, representative Gregory stated that he had
no particular objections against General Campbell's name.

However, a distinct North-South flavor was added to the com-

petition since General Campbell was a Union man and Colonel

Burrnett was a Confederate.

At this time, it seems appropriate to cover a brief

January 28, 1942.
1942, p.

48Clarksvillc Leaf-Chronicle,

4961 arksvill
2, cols. 1 & 2.

50
l) C()l.. 3.

lleentuckx New Era,

e Leaf-Chronicle, February 21,

Clarksville Leaf-Chronicle, February 17, 1942, p.

September 15, 1942.



history of the man for whom the camp w
48 named, William
Bowen Campbell, ’

w. 1 p
b

| | 1807,
on Mansker's Creek, Sumper County

Tennessee, within a few

miles of Nashville. His parentsg Were David and Catherine

country's earliest Struggle for freedom.

Young Campbell received his law education under the
direction of his cousin, Governor David Campbell of Abing-
don, Virginia. 1In 1829, Campbell was admitted to the Ten-
nessee Bar and practiced law for several years in Carthage,
Tennessee. 1In 1831, the State Legislature appointed him
Attorney-General of his circuit. Then in 1835, two major
events occurred in Campbell's life. The first of these
cvents was his marriage to Frances Owen; the second was

the winning of a seat in the State House of Representa-

tives.

During this period, the Creek and Seminole Indians

were becoming increasingly restless. Finally in 1836, this

; i de-
restlessness led to the waging of warfare against the de

, ; . At
fenseless frontiers of Georgla, Florida and Alabama

see to
this time, the Federal Government called on Tennes

down the In-
furnish a regiment of volunteers to help put

: i d his seat in
dian uprisings Campbell immediately resigné

as. .

ecause of his

the legislature and volunteered to SErve:. .

31



sadership abilijts X:
lcade P ability, Campbel] ywag elected
-€Cted Captain of hi
| s
-a compa & =
local company and led these volunteerg j
lnto the swamps
southern Georgia anq northe "

ra Florida, He and his men

94 11 i
‘_‘a a ntl y d 1 g the Ba ttle Of "JahQO Swamp
urin S and

later in an engagement near t
r the fork of i
the Withlacoochee

served

( o end W )
at the end of hostilities. e lmmediately became a member

of the newly formed Whig Party and became a candidate for

Congress. Running against General William Trousdale, his
3

regimental commander during the Indian Wars, he was elect
: "

ed to the Congress by a large majority, 1In 1839, he again
defeated General Trousdale despite a tireless effort by
the opposition party to defeat him. After six years in
Congress, Campbell voluntarily retired to private life and
again took up the practice of law,

His practice of law again came to a halt in 1846
when he volunteered for service in the Mexican War. Be-
cause of his outstanding service in the Indian Wars, he

was elected Colonel of the Tennessee contingent and soon

led this unit into the heart of Mexico. The First Tennes-

sce Volunteers to which Campbell belonged first saw action

in the taking of the city of Monterrey. During this battle,

Campbell became well known when he led a charge against a

n
] . s,
heavily fortified position using the battle cry: "Boy

follow me!!

32
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on the jll(li(‘iill be

| | In 1851 he wa
pnominated by popular dcclaim to s
un agains

t Gove i
liam Trousdale, rnor Wil

the m s
OSt influential and powerful man in
the Democratic party.

b3 ag . )
political campaign that hig famous Monterrey battle cry
> §

”B) 'S, follow me, &
0y became the battle cry of the Whig party,

the spark that carried him and hig party to the highest

executive post in the state, He became the last Whig Gov-

ernor of Tennessee.

At the end of his term, he voluntarily retired to
private life, refusing to accept the nomination offered

him.

During the presidential campaign of 1860, Campbell
again became active in politics, supporting John Bell, the
Union candidate. Lincoln won the election. Thus, the Civ-
il War was assured, since the South would not follow this

Northerner from Illinois.

Following Lincoln's election, Campbell used his

influence and reputation to try and keep the various ele-

ments in Tennessee calm. No matter how hard he worked, he

could not keep Tennessee within the Union. Campbell was

torn between the Country he loved and the people to whom

he owed so much.

Both sides sought his service. The South offered
i in Tennes-

him command of all forces raised or to be raised in Te

; t he could best

see; but he refused this commission. He fel

and the people by accepting a commis-
¥

Serve both the Countr
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He hoped

sion as a Brigadier Gen
¢ 2 eral ip the F
ederal Arm
Vs

‘ween the Uni ¢
twec on and the People of Tennessee On di
' ie . n discover-
ing that the situatigq was h
Oopeless, h i i
» e resigned his com-
mission.

In 1865, he was elected to Congress where he sup-

ported the conservative policies of President Johnson i »

was at this time that his health began to fail him. He

died at his home near Lebanon, Tennessee. on August 19
b b

1867 Campbell was a man of courage and unquestioned in-
tegrity, who commanded the respect of those who knew him. 2
The War Department made the name Camp Campbell of-
ficial on March 6, 1942, by the publication of General Or-
der No. 12. (See Figure 2, General Order No. 12, page 35.)
The reason the name Campbell was chosen over all
other names depends upon which authority one studies. The
rcason the War Department gives is simple. After being
besieged with suggestions from both Clarksville and Hopkins-

ville, it was decided to name the camp for Campbell in order

that neither city would feel they had been favored or dis-

I
criminated against. The War Department’'s reason was the

one listed in most local newspapers.

Another reason given was the rumor that the name

, Historical Sketches

i~ 11 Pilcher Lor . .
of th Margare;.%igz?eand Kindred Families (Nashville:
Wi femRbetl: Ty, pp. LAZ-175.

MirshalT and Bruce, Co.,

53Clarksvill
P. 1‘7 C()l. 1..

e Leaf-Chronicle, February 23, 1942,
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campbell was picke

jous Congressmen of Tenn
The deal call-
amp to

p be named after g o

the designation was to pe Kentucky o4

ed for the c
In return,

| . This rumor is a 1lit-
» harc (@)
tle prove when one considers that when the camp was

officlally nomed in March, 1942, 1t was offieially desie-

ated as being i
n g 1n Tennessee, Kentucky was never mentioned

It was not until problems with mail arose that the camp was

redesignated as being in Kentucky. This did not happen

until six months after the original order. 1If such a deal

existed, the proof was not located,

The designated location was another aspect invol-
ving the naming of the camp that caused considerable prob-
lems. This problem is somewhat alluded to in the previous
paragraph.

When the surveyors laid out the cantonment and ma-
neuver area for Camp Campbell in 1942, approximately two-
thirds of the reservation was located in Tennessee. This

fact alone caused considerable misunderstanding as to the

exact location of the camp. Also, the close proximity of

Clarksville, Tennessee, did much in deciding the name of

the installation. Therefore, when the official order naming

the camp was published in March, 1942, the camp was desig-

nated as Camp Campbell, Clarksville, TenneSSee.

ed that the camp Headquarters

On activation, it was not

rsonal inter-
SAStatements by william T. Turner, Ppe

View, October 5, 1973.



building and post office Were located j h )
¢ 1n the state of Ken-

tucky. This caused p
- § uch confusj
‘usion,

Both official and un-

official mail was addresg
ed to Cam
P Campbell

» Tennessee,

d Camp Campb
an P mpbell, Kentucky. Other activities such as bus

it as being in Kentucky,55

In an effort to settle once and for all the misun-
derstanding as to what the correct address should be, Colo-
nel Guy W. Chipman, the first post Commander, brought this
situation to the attention of the War Depart:ment.56 He
suggested that the camp be designated as being in Kentucky
because of the location of the Post Office. The War De-
partment agreed with Colonel Chipman; and by General Order
No. 48 (see Figure 3, General Order No. 48, page 38), dated
September 23, 1942, the camp was officially redesignated
as Camp Campbell, Kentucky.

When General William Bowen Campbell became the last
Whig Governor of Tennessee in 1851, little did he realize
that nine decades later a major military camp would be named

in his honor. Camp Campbell stands as a lasting monument

to a man who did so much for Tennessee and the Nation.

J5tatements by Frank Goodlett, Sr.

-

)6Moser, pP- 9.
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Chapter ¢
THE LAND ACQUISITION

With the .
order to build apg a site chosen, the first

ler of busin )
orc €SS was the acquisition of the land making up

the camp site. The land haq already been surveyed and ap-

ised. .
prailse Government negotiators would now move in and set

tle with the various farmers owning the land. Quick action

was necessary because camp construction was to begin immedi-
ately. The land acquisition was handled very quickly con-
sidering the many difficulties that arose between the farm-

ers and the government over land prices. This event, the

land acquisition, was a vital step in the history of Camp
Campbell. It was also one of the saddest events. This is
due to the fact that so many people were forced off the land
their families had farmed for generations.

As with the land appraisals, the land acquisition
would be handled by a land office under the leadership of
Major John Retter. Assisting Major Retter was a negotiating

force who would go to the various land owners and bargain

with the owner for his land. Eight negotiators under the

supervision of L. B. Herrington of Madisoaville, Kentucky,

1 . .
s negotiating
the chief negotiator, formed the government g

force_57

" . h
The procedures to be followed in acquiring the

January 20, 1942,

57Clarksville Leaf-Chronicle,
P. ]) Ck)l_ 1_
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land were stated by Major Re 40

tter and o .

Printed
ville Leaf-Chronicle- €d 1n the Clarks-
Chronicle;

er local men or men fa-
area would be appointed

- These negotiators
the farmer believed thatd contact the land owngr. If

field by ficld. If the pec, € Property with him

the land was valued tq gotiator was convinced that
Maior Betear. AUthoriiyl%gE he could take it up with

. an increa i i
must however, finally come frop washinZEO;nsgaluatlon,
If the farmer or land owner considered the appraised value

a fair price, he could settle immediately. 1t should be

pointed out, the farmer was not told the appraised value

until after he had made a statemeant as to the value he him-

self placed on the land.59 Land owners not satisfied with
the price offered, as a last resort, could take their case
to court.

It must be stressed when reading over the land ac-
quisition procedures, that the negotiators would deal only
with the land owner. Major Retter made it clear very early
that it was no use to sell to any real estate agent or com-

pany. The government would deal only with the land owner

who held title to the property when the camp project was

announced in 1941. It would deal with no third party, and

above all, no land profiteering would be allowed. Avoiding

i all third
Profiteering was the main reason for keeping

i 1, 1941, p.
58Clarksville Leaf-Chronlcle, August 11,

1, col. 4 .
59

i 20, 1942.
Clarksville Leaf-Chronlcle, January



parties out of Negotiationg 60 41

%) oW1l ng the procedures outllned ab
ove,

the govern-
ment nLPL)tldt()rg set to o g

l The firgt farmers contacted
by the government negotiag
\ OLS were those 1iyj i

1ving in the can-

a
tonment area and the land peedeq for the water eas tt
ement to

the Red River. Quick action inp these areas yas mandat
ory

since work on the camp was to start immediately. After set-

tling with the farmers in these areas the negotiators would

move to settle with the many farmers holding land in the
maneuver area.

Many land owners were concerned over the appraisals
placed on their farms. By January 21, 1942, it was already
becoming apparent that this concern of the land owners was
real. Many stories of dissatisfaction began to pour into
Clarksville and Hopkinsville; and in time, made their way
into the local newspapers. Two of these stories concerned
Mr. and Mrs. J. K. Thompson, whose farm was within the can-
tonment site, and Mrs. Ledford, who also owned a farm in
the camp site. The Thompson farm consisted of 180 acres

for which they were offered $11,675. This may seem a fair

he fact that twenty-one years

They

price until one considers t

carlier the Thompsons had paid $22,500 for the farm.

i t
sold at the cheaper price because they did not know wha
ived
clse they could do. Mrs. Ledford also felt she had recelve
e knew no alternative.

sh
4 bad deal but sold regardless because

Sr.
6OStatements by Frank Goodlett,



gotiators.

Further i . .

points of dlssatlsfaction were pointed out

in @ personal interview with one of the land owners. Mr
y .

Frank Darnell, Sr. He stated that the prices paid for the

land were very low and in hisg case, attributes the low price

to the individual who appraised his farm. Darnell states

the individual was from Eastern Tennessee and unfamiliar
with the tobacco land of Middle Tennessee. Thus, the ap-
praiser set a value on the Darnell farm at a low price, a
price comparable to the rocky land of Eastern Tennessee.
Darnell also stated there was the fact that many farmers
were somewhat threatened into selling by the negotiators
with talk of three to four year court battles. During this

period, all the farmers' assets centered in their farm

would be tied up, leaving most farmers with nothing on

which to live. Another tactic employed by some of the ne-

gotiators, as stated by Darnell, was the use of patriotic
1
talk. Negotiators would go to the land owners and tel

i i who were
them the land was needed to train our soldiers

S it ————
3

P. 1) col. 7, and P- 8) col



jying for them on t '
" he battleflelds of Eu e :

In summa ry,

| the mounting costs of
farm lands which the displaceg farmers must now buy were

not considered. The farmers ajgg Pointed out the fact that

the war had made land more valuable. Most of the land ap-

praising had been done before December 7, 1941, when the
United States was still technically at peace.63 The final
complaint expressed by many farmers concerned the time pe-
riod in which they were given to move; for moving periods
of from ten to twenty days were not unusual.64

Because work was to start immediately on the camp,
families living in the area had to move out fast. The var-
ious move out dates set by the government ranged from Feb-
ruary 10, 1942, for the cantonment and water easement area,

65
to June 1, 1942, for parts of the maneuver area. A better

picture of the move out dates and the various areas affected

can be obtained from the map (Figure 4) on page 44, The

move out dates were strictly enforced by federal marshals.

take
The families that were forced to move Were allowed to

62 nk Darnell.

Statements by Fra -
63Clarksville Leaf—Chronicle, January 22, .

64 j. C. Gill.

Statements by Mrs.
jcle, February 3, 1942,

65C13rksville Leaf-Chron
p- 1, CO]_S_ 3"6. =



dving for them on the B )
battloflelds of Eur 2 3

In summary

They fe

. the mounting costs of
farm lands which the displaced farmers must now b
- uy were

not considered. The farmers also pointed out the fa t that
c a

the war had made land more valuable. Most of the land ap

praising had been done before December 7, 1941. when the

United States was still technically at peace.63 The final
complaint expressed by many farmers concerned the time pe-
riod in which they were given to move; for moving periods
of from ten to twenty days were not unusual.64

Because work was to start immediately on the camp,
families living in the area had to move out fast. The var-
ious move out dates set by the government ranged from Feb-

ruary 10, 1942, for the cantonment and water easement area,

65

to June 1, 1942, for parts of the maneuver area. A better

picture of the move out dates and the various areas affected

can be obtained from the map (Figure &4) on page 44. The

move out dates were strictly enforced by federal marshals.

take
The familjes that were forced to move were allowed to

62 Darnell.

Statements by Frank
January 22, 1942.

63Clarksville Leaf—Chronicle,
il1l.
6('Statements by Mrs. J. C. G1 :
February 3, 1942,

65Clarksville Leaf-Chronicle,

P. 1, cols. 3-6.
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Camp Map Shows Ewuacuation Time Limits . .
Figure 4 - This official map shows the areas in the Army camp site that had to be vacated
by given dates. The February 10 deadline applied to the cantonment area, shown in the
upper right hand corner,

embraced Boiling Springs.

and a small strip running along the Bridgewater Mill Road that
Immediately back of the cantonment area is a tract that was
to be vacated by April 1.

. The large tract west of the white line in Stewart and Trigg
Counties also had to be vacated by April 1. The balance, most of which is in Montgomery
County, was required to be vacated by June 1.
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only turniture and -

P€rsona]
Property. No buildings’ T

or crops were allowed tqo b
€ removed

The Army w
i i ou
these items as it saw fi¢ i 1ld use

Those ijte
MS not needed
auctioned off later, would be

Within this
air of activity apg dlssatlsfactlon a

plea for help was asked by many area farmers. They felt
y fe

they had to do something about g Situation they felt unjust.

Thus, &0 Jausry 27, 1942, two lawyers, H. B. Stout and A

B. Broadbent, of Clarksville, were hired to help the area

farmers in a campaign to get land prices increased.®® After
some discussion, it was decided the best chance the farmers
had to settle their difficulties was to send a delegation
to Washington. Consequently, the two lawyers along with
two area farmers, Lurton Griffin, of Stewart County, and
Gold Smith, of Montgomery County, departed for our Nation's
capital on January 31, 1942.

The chief aims of the delegation were to get a ten
to fifty percent adjustment in the land prices and make
the officjals in Washington aware of the problems involved

while receiving below par prices for

67
the farms they had previously owned.

in buying new farms,

. : .
Upon arriving in Washington, the delegation wen

i1di ceived
immediately to the Capitol Building. Here they re

- 1942,
66Cl’3rksville Leaf-Chronlcle, January 26,
e ]‘) col, 2. i

i ary 31,
67Clarksville Leaf-Chronlcle, January

P. 1, cols. 3 & 4.



a warm welcome and me

and Gregory of Kentucky, ag Well as gepat
Oors McKeller and

-ewart of - A
stewart of Tennessee, apg Be

rkley ang Ch
andler of Kentuck
er conferrin i o
4t g with the Congressmen and Senators and
| | nd re-
ceiving their advice, the d
elegation po
ved on to the War

Department. At the War Department, the delegation told of
of

their problems. Officials in the yay Department promised
(<

that they would send someone tq investigate the farmers'

" 68
COTL LS The delegation Feturned to Clarksville with

high hopes.

In a2 matter of days, George E. Fuller, of the real
estate division of the War Department, arrived at the camp
site to investigate the complaints expressed by the area
farmers. Arriving the first week of February, Fuller com-
pleted a three day study and returned to Washington on Feb-
ruary 7, 1942.69 The federal land officer stated that the

findings of his investigation would be published in the

February 9, 1942, edition of the Clarksville Leaf-Chronicle.

The findings did not appear in the newspaper as planned for

Fuller's report was not made public. From all indications,

] .
the Fuller report did not support the farmers' claims for
increased land prices. No more was heard of this report.

Fuller incident
Many farmers lost hope after the Fu

i had
dnd sold outright. Others refused to sell feeling they ha

January 26, 1942.
1942,

68 caf-Chronicle,

Clarksville Leal
cle, February 7,

69Clarksville Leaf—Chroni
Pe 1, col. 2.



a better chance by seﬁtling 47

in
court, Those refusing to

sell were put off their japg regardl
ess

and their farms
condemned. As early ag January 24

» the government

trict Court at Nashville, These firgt Suits were for 6.335

acres mainly in the cantonment area apq involved 102 farms

in Kentucky and 23 in Tennessec, /0 Before the land acqui-

sition phase of the camp project was complete, 376 tracts

or 33,813 acres were procured through condemnation proceed-
ings.

Besides the lands that were bought or condemned,
the government received other lands for which no compensa-
tion was given. This land consisted of the numerous public
roads that ran through the camp site. There were 100 to
150 miles of roads taken over for which there is no record

72

of payment. The four counties involved in the area of

the camp project not only lost money in the form of roads,

they also lost much tax revenue. This valuable rich tobac-

co land that was now going into the make-up of Camp Campbell

had previously furnished a large portion of the county land

i i lved
tax revenue. As an Army camp, the four counties 1nvo

i 1942,
7OClarksville Leaf-Chronicle, January 24,

P. 1, cols. 1 & 2.
Report, Job T-1 (Camp

71War Department, Cogség?iong : pargg?hﬁh_& e
i nne !
Campbell, Clarksville, Te S

i 13,
72Clarksville Leaf-Chronlcle, May

col. 7,



48

neighboring counties. Their chief aim was to make the tr
ou-

bled times for the dislocated people pass quickly.

A relocation office under the general supervision
of the Farm Security Administration was one such agency set
up to aid families that had been forced off their land.

The relocation office would arrange for displaced families
to meet with individuals that had farms for sale. Besides
finding new farms, the office also helped in finding work

for the numerous sharecroppers and farm workers that had

73

been displaced because of Camp Campbell. For many farmers,

the relocation office served a useful purpose. Consequently,

the office remained in operation until the middle of May

when the office was closed down because most families had

been relocated.74

In addition to the relocation office, various groups

_ .  0di
from neighboring counties also ajded in the task of finding

: uch county was
the homeless farmers homes and jobs. One §

January 29, 1942, p.

73Clarksville Leaf-Chronicle,

1, cols. 7 & 8. o
74C1arksville Leaf-Chronicle, May 14, 1

col, 3.



v e 3
Lawrence County Tennessee 49

Here a
grou §
crs and businessmen 8ot togat P of leading farm-

her
and chartered buses so that

n farms that were fop sale and
show 1 other job opportuni
ortunities.

A large group of farmers took the trip to Lawrence C t
ounty

and some eventually moved thepe /5

Besides the agencies and groups, the displaced

tammers received additional help fa the form of additional

tobacco, wheat, and cotton allotments, Qn February 27, 1942

it was announced the government would allow farmers, who had
been displaced by the camp, to add their former tobacco al-
lotments to their new farm if they found one. A little
later wheat and cotton allotments were also added to this
provision.76 Through these additional crops, a farmer could
make up some of his losses from moving.

The government also allowed farmers, at a reasonable

rate, to purchase the hay and grain crops that were ready

for harvest on their previously owned farms. These crops

77
could be used at a new farm or sold.

As the officials of the relocation office and other

groups continued to aid the ared farmers, the land acquisition

—— | 2.
ClarkSVille Leaf‘CthHICIE, Iebruary 17, 194
l | ] - i ebxuazy 27 1942,
P ] i ChrOﬂlCle, F y
ClarkSV e eaf
' ) CUlS. 4-6, a“d p. ’ COI. I.

]_ 2(‘, 1942) p'
[

L col. 1.
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went on.  The land acquics. .
“CqQuisitipq continued -

- until th i
Q4L ? ~ : € Spr
of 1 . whan, for all ; pring

al Purposes

| it was ended.
all familieg had beeq moved

gy this time,

out of the
site and the Army had taken oyer v,

Only a few condemnation

cases pending in court remas
lned to be
Settled.

When the land acquisition wag complete, 1,105 sep

) ) -
e tracts of land had been Procured for a total area of
101,755.44 acres.78

arat

One small tract of 55.44 acres was in

such a shape and location ag to be of no practical use to

the government;

79

S
¥ 18 TS Subsequently returned to civilian

control.
In the final analysis 756 tracts of land totaling

67,758 acres were optioned and procured through direct pur-

chase, 376 or a total of 33,813 acres were procured through

condemnation proceedings and a single tract of 224 acres

was obtained by direct transfer from the Farm Security Ad-

ministration.80 These figures include 28 separate tracts

of land amounting to 32.34 acres which were procured for the

water easement to the Red River.

A breakdown of the final procurement figures show

the following statistics:

Ccompletion Report, Job T-1, para-

78War Department,
graph 4 (e).

€ i JO ’ -
5? (e)-

811p1a., paragraph 4 (@)



SOUNTY
g TRt

tomers » ACRES ESTIMATED cosT
ontg : 6 42,841.71 $1,757,051.00
gtewart 335 z , ’ ‘
2
o £2,750.57 1,076,919.00
Tota ennessee 801 68,592 28 $2.83
»392, ,833,970.00
- t'
Christian 76 10,489, 20 $  629,336.00
228 22,673.96 601,642.00
Total Kentucky 304 33,163.16 $1,230,978.00

The estimated cost for the land acquisition was
$4,064,948. This worked out to $39.94 per acre for land

in the camp site. Land acquired for the water easement to

the Red River cost $4,525 or an average of $139.91 per

acre.

The amount of $39.94 per acre is only an average.
The actual price paid per acre varied between each farm de-
pending on such things as productivity of the soil, type of
land, kinds of crops, accessibility, and proximity to
schools and churches. By using the prices paid for some
of the farms in Montgomery County, one can see the price

variation. The James T. Darnell farm of 18.5 acres sold

83 )
for $1,033 or an average of $55.84 per acre. The S. F.

Nootten farm of 245 acres sold for $10,724 or an average

of $43.77 per acre.84 The Barney Darnell farm of 110 acres

82Muser, p. 4.

Land Titles, vol. 89 (Mont-

83Montgomerz Countzi9EZTT 577?77

Bomery County, Tennessce:

841bid., p. 133.



sold for $3,281 or anp dverage of 2 .
8 28.91 per acre.85 1y

A. N. Darnell farm of 30¢ 25 acr . e

. €s sold

f
average of $35.60 per acre 86 or $11,900 or an

These ¢
Xamples show th
-ice variation. A e
pr Survey of farms ip the oth
er counties

would show similar results
Those indivi ;
lviduals Settling in court on the average
received a little more for their land )

In summary, the land acquisition was handled in

a fast and efficient manner considering the situation.
This does not stop one from feeling sorry for the individ-
uels that lost their farms. Perhaps if time had been
available, other means causingz less hardship could have
been employed. One such example appeared in an editorial

in the Clarksville Leaf-Chronicle on January 29, 1942. 1In

the editorial, the editor states that in many instances land-
owners were treated unfairly causing grief and mistrust of
the American system. The editor goes on to state that in-
stecad of condemnation suits, the government could have

acquired the land under the right of eminent domain. Under

this system, a board of five judges, two local men, two men

representing the government, and a fifth chosen by the
a dis-
other four, would settle all cases where there was
¢ ave
pute over prices. Thus, the local landowners would h

r cases to @ local tribune con-

been able to present thei
In this

s from the local community.

taining jndividual

T 5. 6L

: -
85Muntgomerz County, Lﬂﬂi Titles

86Ibid., p. 8.



aonaer, the landowners would feel they were more fairly

wdgcd instead of dcaling with a powerful government from

yashington, & government that many farmers felt lacked
37

fecling.

The land acquisition was now complete. The next

step would be the actual building of Camp Campbell.

29, 1942, p. 2>



Chapter 7

THE CONSTRUCTION OF" CAMp CAMPBEL],

When final approval for

. the camp wasg completed in
January, 1942 the construction of th
€ camp was planned t
O
-art as soon as i
- C possible. The land acquisition began i
ti im-

mediately in order to clear the cantonment area f h
or the

purpose of construction, Since

the camp was to be completed

by late summer, immediate action was necessary

Quick ac-

tion was facilitated by Army Engineers who had begun plan-
ning in July, 1941, when the camp became a possibility
These plans were now to be put into effect in the construc-

tion of Camp Campbell.

In preparation for the tremendous task of construc-
tion, the War Department chose one engineering-architectural
firm to supervise the total construction. There were to be
as many as fifteen or more construction companies working

. 88 g
on the camp project at one time. Consequently, supervi-

sion and leadership of construction was a key item. As with

the land survey, the firm of Wilson, Bell 4nd Watkios was

chosen to supervise the total construction. The firm ap-

pointed H. St. George T. Ccarmichel as the chief engineer

lor the project.89

al inter-
888tatements by Paul E. Busteed, person

View, Qctober 4, 1973.

89C13rksville
1, cols. 1-3.

i 9, 1942, p.
Lcaf-Chronlcle, January

54



Construction pl

dnning 23

don :
¢ Months aheaq by the wil-

son, Bell and Watkins COmpany

wer
€ now to pe utilized, 1n

order to carry out the Plans, 4 camp pro |
eject headquarters

was cstablished on the Second

floor of

the Mont
ty Courthouse in Clarksvilje From thj N
) 1s head

. quarters, al
construction would be directeq,?0 ’ 1

he fi i
T 1rst step in the construction of the camp

would be a survey to lay out the Streets and blocks in th
e

cantonment area. By the middle of January, a survey for
N (0]

this purposc was initiated. The size of the area to be
laid out was three miles by a mile and one-half, half being

in Tennessee and half being in Kentucky.91

Also, during the early weeks of January, invitations
for bids for construction work were mailed to major con-
L‘ractors.92 Bids were to be returned to the United States
Corps of Engineers Office at Nashville, Tennessee. From
this point in time, all matters concerning the camp project
would be handled by the Nashville office. At this same

time, arrangements were being made through the Tennessee

Employment Service and other interested agencies to draw

as much labor from the local area as possible. By using

) . a would
local labor, the housing situation in the camp are

i 1942,
9OClarksville Leaf-Chronlcle, January 10,

P. 1, col. 1.
, ) 13, 1942,
9101arksville Leaf-Chronicle, Januaty

P: 1, enl, 3.
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he helped. A survey haqg bee 56

0 made ip the
. 2
10[.1 to determine if 11,000 —— arly fall of
0 could

E : be ho . .
aq forty mile radius of the P et used within
I ect,

This sury .
S o1l
out the need for using ag much loca] Yy pointed

Survey w i C
ork continucd until all Streets n
and blocks

re laid out. At : ;
we this time, the various streets were named

o oFRar Gy Ak Simplicity apnd yet be consistent, it
entC, 1

was decided that all Streets running east and west would
C
be numbered starting with First Street at the south end of

the cantonment area. All streets running north and south

would be named after the various states of the Union. This
plan was followed with only a few exceptions. Those being

the main access streets leading in from Highway 41A and a

few streets in the hospital area. The main entrance to the
Post Headquarters at Gate 4 was named Chaffee Road. Chaffee
Road was named for Major General Adna Romanza Chaffee, the
father of our present day armored forces. Other noted streets
were Lee Road at Gate 1, named for Robert E. Lee, Jackson

Road starting at Gate 3 and named for President Andrew Jack-

named for John Hunt

son, and Morgan and Forrest Streets

bl

Morgan and Nathan Bedford Forrest, both former Confederate

d
Army Officers. In the hospital area, such streets as Reed,

G o use 1 eSe were the
rea treet S were S d since th
( 53¢ S an(]' I,etterhlan S

names of famous Army doctors.

october 31, 1941,

_
93Clarksville caf-Chroniclé
P= 1y enl, 1.
a5 14 & 15.

Moser, PP-



After Surveying
b}

struction would be the i
. gradlng and 1
evelin

. g of the "
meat ared. To achieve thig next st o
tep,

the firgt contract

, the com-
pany was to prepare a ten mjle railroad bed between the

camp site and Outlaw Field, 2>

The grading work was to begin the first week of

February, but two problems arose. The first was a short

delay due to inclement weather.’® problem number two was

more serious. This problem involved the hiring practices
of the Forcum-James Company. Labor represented by the
Nashville Building Trade Council felt the workmen employ-
ed on the camp project should be members of the Labor
Union.97 The labor problem was not limited to the Forcum-

James Company but involved all future contractors on the

camp project.

Labor continued to be a problem until the first

i hir-
week of March. The main complaint centered over the

: nly union
ing of non-union workmen. Labor leaders wished only

i 1942,
95Clarksville Leaf-Chronlcle, January 23,

P. 1, col. 1.

i ry 14, 1942,
90¢1arksville eaf-Chronicle, February
P. 19 col. 6. : y
i bruary 7, 1942,
97Clarksville Leaf-Chronlcle, Fe

P. 1, col. 6.
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abor to be Ilil‘(‘(‘ 7
1 . Th]s w 5

A8 unsatigf
dtlsfactury to the contrac
cause -
they feol¢ there wag not
. i O
union labor available,

tors primarily be
sufficient

In an cffort to settle the dispute
Sent G, C, Peel, |

or, to try and wo ‘
bl y rk out a favorable solu

the Departmeut of Labop
a labor concilia-

tion for all par-
ties involved, °

By March 5, 1942, a favor-

able solution was proposed when Peek offered the following

measures to be taken to settle the problem:

Make the construction Project a union shop, but
not a closed shop. 1In other words, it was expiained
a union shop contract permits employment of non-union

abor after the union becomes unable to supply the
demands for labor. 1In time, however, the nog-union
workers would be required to join the union 89

Both sides accepted the proposal for a union shop and the
labor problem was settled. No further labor problems would

occur during the camp project.

With the labor problem settled, attention was again
returned to the task of building. During the first weecks

of February, the bids seat out in January began to return.

Thirty such bids were opened on February 16, 1942. Every-

one believed the camp construction would now go into high

i con-
gear, but this was not the case. Instead of awarding
- ised. Those
tracts, most bids were rejected ani re advertl

N e i

le, March &4, 1942, p. 1,

98Clarksville Leaf-ChroniC
col., 7. |
onicle, March 5, 1942, p. 1,

99C1arksville LEEE&QEE_———-—
C()ls. 2_3, and P- 7’ co &



pids rejected were ef '
) C¢Le either tgo high or did 7

not meet construc
At the Febru

tion specifications,

ary 16 o .
ening -
tracts were awardcd_ P g, a few con

Thes .
e € contractg 1nvolved three barrack
projects and were valued af 31,000,000, 100

On February 2
} O, 1942, another C()ntract was awarded,

This was a sizeable contract totalling $2,000.000 k X
= ) b * t was

awarded to the Nile Yearwood Company of Nashville and call
C -

cd for the construction of Several blocks of barracks and

associated buildings. The construction of Camp Campbell

was now off the ground.lo1

Another contract of a Primary nature was awarded
the E. H. Marhauffer Company of Chicago. The contract
covered the installation of the water and sewer system,

Like the grading, this work was a task that had to be

achieved early.lo2

Besides the grading and installation of the water
system, the other key project that had to be achieved at
an carly date was the laying of the railroad line to the

camp site. This was important since the lumber and other

building materials were to come into the project area by

rail. 1In order to get the railroad linked to the camp, a

branch line of the Tennessee Central Railroad had to be

February 19, 1942,

1OOClarksville Leaf-Chronicle,

P. 1, col. 7.

101Clar
P. 1, cols. 1 & 2. 1942,

i bruary 23,
lOzClarksville Leaf-Chronlcle, Fe y

P. 1, col. B.

ksville Leaf-Chronicle, February 20, 1942,



the
trestles for the bridge were in

e

various buildings 1
8S 1n the camp, the area had rail service, 103

W .
ork on settling the rest of the construction con-

tracts continued. 1In order to save time, the War Depart-

ment decided to negotiate all further bids instead of ad-

vertising for bids as previously done, By the first week of
March, several more bids covering barrack construction were
signed. A couple of examples of these new construction con-

tractors were the Whitenbourg Construction Company of Louis-

ville and the 0'Driscoll and Grove Company of Chicago.104

Finally, by the end of March, all necessary contracts had

been settled and work on the camp project swung into high

gear.

With the grading and construction under way, the

Army now turned its attention to another matter that had

to be settled before construction could be completed. This

i a
matter concerned the numerous graves located in the camp
these graves would

site. Bofore barracks could be built,

February 23, 1942.
1942, p.

- sville Leaf-Chronicle,

. 7,
lOAClarksville Leaf-Chronlcle, March

1, col. 5.
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have to be moved . ThLl‘( £
2re Ore on Marc 3 ] 7 )
b h O’ 9['

sought a petition to g :
llow it ¢o move the n

: umerous ceme-
teries from the ca i
" Mp site, The Petition wag granted and
» dead > i ,
the dead moved. The bodies of the whites w
ere moved to a

three acre plot o i

p wned by Mrg. Viola Farley on Liberty Church

the colo
red were moyed to four acres belonging to W

p. Hambough on Britton Springs Road

Road;

The dead were moved

in an orderly fashion. Next of kin could be present for

the movement if they wished. Also, the Army would move the

dead to sites other than those stated above if requested
by the family and as long as the costs involved did not ex-
ceed that of those moved to the common sites.105

During these early months of construction, the
numerous buildings left behind by the farmers who had
moved out were inventoried. Some would be used by the
Army for such purposes as building a mock Nazi village.
Those not used were sold at auction.

Beginning in March, the construction went very
smoothly. The numerous construction companies at work on

the project used lessons learned on other camps to increase

their output. Some of these lessons were the use of pre-
By using such materials,

106
in a matter of days.

fabricated building materials.

buildings could be constructed

ed was the concept of total building.

Another lesson learn

i 0, 1942, p.
1OSClarksville eaf-Chronicle, March 3

1y cols., 2-5,

Sr.
lO6Statcments by Frank Goodlett,



This meant hnil(ling all st 62
ructures at th

; € same tj

other words, it wasg bk ime. Tn

and all » mess halls

To achiev is en
e this great construction task workm
b}

poured into the area. At first, mostly local labor was

used; but as the project continyed to grow, additional 1a
s b -

bor was brought in from the outside. Offices to help find

housing for these additional workmen were set up. As would

be imagined, housing became a critical item. Homes in

Clarksville, Hopkinsville and the other towns surrounding

the camp were turned into boarding houses. 1In the end,

all the workmen were taken care of and housed.108

Work on the project was going so well, additional

construction was authorized on June 25, 1942. The construc-

tion was for additional housing.109

Work on the project continued at a fast pace. Chang-

cs plainly noticeable from day to day were taking place in

it was reported that the

July 18, 1962. 119 By

the cantonment area. Consequently,

camp was seventy percent complete on

i 42,
107Clarksville Leaf-Chronicle, September 10, 19

P. 1, cols. 4 & 5.
108
1’a COl. 8.

g : 65, B
Clarksville Leaf-Chronlcle, April 29, 19 p

i 25, 1942, p.
109C1arksvi11e Leaf-Chronlcle, June

1, sal. &

| Bt 942, p.
icle, July 18, 1 .

11OClarksville Leaf-Chronic

1, cols. 2 & 3.



n later war years itd
1 y y @ few addltlonal Service clubs a i
i R Swim-

camp Campbell. Thus,

ming

the construction of Camp Campbell was
Complete .

When finally completed, the camp contained housing

for 33,011 men and 1,738 officers. 1n addition to this

housing, @ 1,254 bed semi-permanent brick hospital had
been built. Closed Storage space in the warehouse area
amounted to 288,000 square feet. There was to be 349,692
square feet of vehicle storage space and 397,000 square
feet of hard stand suitable for outside storage and 116

company size motor repair shops complete with built-in arms
112

rooms.

Besides the above stated facilities in the canton-

ment area, numerous ranges and training areas had been

constructed in the maneuver area. This construction in-

German village which provided a

" 113
valuable training experience.

cluded a full size mock

111Clarksville Leaf-Chronicle, October 23, 1942,

p. 1, cols, 1 & 2. b
llear Department, Completion Report, Job

paragraph 1 (b). |
: Histor
XX Corps: .Its )
113XX Corps Perso;;ekjagggz__T L ?ﬁETTE%
79.

1-1,

4nd Servyice in World War
ing Co. Ltd., 1946), P-



The cost
first, the War De

house 24,000 men,

acquisition. As time
: Passed, the earlier plans were re-

vised so that the camp would be able to handle 30,000 ¢
i o

35,000 men. Thus, the planned cost for construction in-

creased to 30 million dollars. However, by the end of 1942

when the camp was completed,
115

the cost had increased to 35

million dollars,
The speed with which Camp Campbell was constructed
was truly amazing. 1In less than a year, a modern and care-
fully planned training center for the armored command was
complete. The camp now stood ready to serve the purpose
for which it was conceived: '"the training of fighting men

skilled in the arts and crafts of modern warfare.”116

January 7, 1942.

11[‘Clarksville Leaf-Chronicle,
115 3
Moser, pP. 2- k
i gisi campbell, Kentuc
116M111tary Photo DlVlSlig, C?mp.—TTR_—__ y
(Nashyille: cC. P. cClark, TRE » 5



" Tatter o WEL plismnad or designed, the camp could
aChl.eVC o Of HtS Planned goals without the individual
soldiers and civilian Personnel that made things happen.
After the camp was completed, both men and women poured
into the camp with the mission of making Camp Campbell a
success. These individuals would call Camp Campbell home.
Another group that came to Campbell but for a different
purpose was the German prisoners of war who would spend the
duration of the war at the camp. All these individuals com-
bined to help write another chapter in the history of Camp
Campbell, that being the wartime occupation of the camp.

At first, the camp was planned to be the training

site for one division. This original plan was later changed.

The new plans called for Campbell to house and train two di-

visions.
A cadre of one officer and nineteen enlisted men

assigned duty at Camp Campbell on July 1, 1942, were the

117 o .
first individuals to call the camp home. With the assign

‘ciall
ment of this first group of men, Camp Campbell was officially

1 detachment,
y 100,000 men and women

Camp Campbell would
activated. From this smal

grow until at its peak in 1944 nearl

L 189 (Kentucky: Headquarters

Special Order No.
Fort Knox, |8525. 65



were stationed th(‘re,118 66

of the 1580th Service Command Unit. Thig Uni
: nit was to be

the station complement or
the housek
€epers for the cam
P

essary services. Colonel Guy W, Chipman became the fj t
1rs

commander of the 1580th, In addition to commanding the ser-

vice unit, Colonel Chipman would also serve as Post Command

er. As Post Commander, Colonel Chipman would be responsible

for 200 officers, 5,000 enlisted men and 2,000 civilian em-
ployees.119

It is important to understand that each major divi-
sion or corps would have its own individual commander and
staff, who was completely separate from the post or camp
command. Campbell was like a big hotel where combat units
came to train. As one unit moved out, another would move
in. The 1580th and Colonel Chipman were like the hotel

staff; they furnished facilities and services but did not

get involved in the training or chain of command of the

combat units.

By the summer of 1942, the 1580th was ready to fur-

: S
nish the necessary support. Thus, the first combat troop

. Headquar-
1 . C mmand]_ng General (
18 istory Preparedhfig, 1946) -

ters Third Army, dtd. Marc

119Clarksville Leaf-Chronicle,
(I()IS. 2_5. LG S =

June 27, 1942, p. 1,



o d to arri at
Bt Ve at Camp Campbery, gy 67
% ese

i troops we .

e l > L i & - P Were to oin

pagether T Form the 12th &rmeped Dt j

) ; Slon.  Under th

e nerc e com-

mand ol Major General Caripg Brewer, the 12 h

, ¢ Leth was activat
ed

r 15, 1942, Thig c
. ¢ ere-
mony also served as the formal activation of ¢ C
amp Campbell.

l.’! (o] 4 bO h ocnn SSG

gttended the ceremony, as did numerous local officials a d
n

citizens from Clarksville and Hopkinsville.!?0 [neluded ;
' in

the list of distinguished guests were a number of descendants

of General William B. Campbell for whom the camp was named.
These descendants, who included two grandsons, Russell Camp-
bell and David Campbell Kelley, a great grandson, Russell
Campbell, Jr., a great-great grandson, Robert Bruce Kelley,
all of Nashville and Mrs. Paul Moore, a granddaughter from
Huntingdon, Tennessee, were given a complete tour of the
camp and were guests of honor at the activation ceremony.121
The 12th Armored Division was the first combat unit to come
to Camp C:mpbell. The camp was now on the road to fulfill-
ing its assigned task, training fighting men.

The 12th Armored Division trained a year at Campbell

the camp in September, 1943. After depart-

t in the Second Army Maneuvers

before departing
ing the camp, the Unit took par

a ver
at the Tennessee Maneuver Area. The 12th proved to be a very

i rical arterly,
" TennesSee Hlsggne eeQE[ TE?T%BI

120”
News Feature :
. e (NEShvll €l ciety, 1943), p. 190.
Commission and Tennesseé Historic -
i tember 5 R
121Clarksville Leaf-Chronlcle, Septe

P. 1, col. 5.



~1pa ~ 1 - 1 . "
capable unit during the Mancuyers 68

Follow in s
= t 1
the 12th Armored Division wag shi 8 this exercise,
1ppe

d overseas ¢

. S to t N

pean Theater of Operatiopg. he Euro
b

here it 3n:
Jolned the 7th «
srtates Army,122 United

In January, 1943 tpe Second unit to call Camp Camp-
bell home arrived, thig being the 8th Armored Division
Very little training was accomplished by the 8th durin; its
stay at Campbell because the Stay was a very short one? The
8th departed Campbell in March, 1943.123

A second armored division was organized at Camp
Campbell, activation ceremonies being held on March 13, 1942.
This new unit was designated the 20th Armored Division under
the command of Major General Stephen G. Henry. Spending its
entire stateside tour of duty at Campbell, the 20th acted
as a training division, training and shipping large numbers
of armored personnel replacements overseas. Finally, in
December, 1944, the 20th Division departed Camp Campbell,

with a brief stop for maneuvers in the Midwest, then went

{
on to Europe.lz'

Probably the best known of all the organizations

that trained at Camp Campbell was the IV Armored Corps. The

. . t
IV arrived at Camp Campbell in April, 1943, from the Deser

in an intensive
Training Center where they had taken part 1n

122Moser, p. 9.

123Ibid.

1241154,



period of desert warfare
training and preparing o,

highlig

the second when the Gol i . .
umbian Motign Picture "Sahara" helid

its world premier for the IV in Camp Campbell's field amphi
1—

3 " "
toeater. "Sahard," B desert wpic, weapped Humphrey Bogart.

The reason the film premiered at Campbell was stated by the

films' producers.

The picture was dedicated to the
in recognition of the technical assisgnigngggtg?lrgs
the o?flcers and enlisted men during production of tze
film in the Desert Training Theater of Operations and
in appreciation for the film's igtion scenes of the men
and the machines of the Corps.l

In October, 1943, the IV Armored Corps was redesig-

126

nated the XX Armored Corps. The XX Corps continued to

train until February, 1944, when the unit shipped out for
England and eventual combat in the European Theater of Oper-
ations. 1In Europe, the XX participated in numerous engage-

ments and was subsequently chosen to lead General George S.

. 4 { to
Patton's Third Army in its eastward drive dcross France

; 127
the banks of the Moselle River.

When the 12th Armored Division moved out in September,

125040 XX Corps, p- 32

126Retreat to Taps (Camg_(slamp
November 13, 1043, p. I, cols: .

]'27The -)‘(‘)E Corps, p- 40.

bell's Newspaper),



1943, it was replaced by the £

26t :
h Infantry Division, Under

. 1 a ]
the command of Major General Wi i
1illiam g P
- Paul,

o the 26t
yankece Division, as it yag c " or

alled, yag the only Strictly

infantry unit to traip g :
s t Campbell during Worid War 11,128

The Yankee Division trajned onl
Y @ short period at
Campbell

pefore departing in February, 1944 for mane
; uvers,
The last two units to train at Camp Campbell before
the end of the war were the 22nd Corps and the 14th Armored

pivision. Major General Henry Terrell, ¥, . commaded e
22nd Corps which arrived at Campbell in January, 1944'129
Remaining almost a year, the 22nd departed in December, 1944,

After completing maneuvers, the 14th Armored Divi-
sion arrived at Camp Campbell in February, 1944. Training
under the direction of the XX Armored Corps, the unit com-
manded by Major General Vernon E. Prichard, became a very
cfficient unit.l30 This unit left for duty in Europe in
October of the same year where it joined the 7th United
States Army.

In all, eight major combat units trained at Camp

Campbell during World War IT. These unths proved Nighty

" opean
SEES o5 anit @il distinguished themselves in the Europ

Theater of Operations.

Campbell's Newspaper),

l28Retreat to Taps (Campl_5
September lg’ 1943, p- i, cols. ) N o
' ews ,
129Retreat to Taps (Camp Campbell's p
L‘(}hruary 5’ : p-.-—l., COlS. 1_
130

Ibid.



These cig
anits to call Ca
There were two other g
during the war period,
prisoners of war.

Women filled many of the jobs formerly held p
© men

Juring the Second World war. This included civili b
vilian jobs

as well as military. These women who donned fatigues did

their part at eighty-two Army POSts both in the States and
overseas; Campbell was no exception.131

In September of 1942, the idea of using women at
Campbell began to take shape. Major G. T. Gifford, head
of the WAAC (Women's Army Auxiliary Corps), later changed
to WAC (Women's Army Corps), arrived at Camp Campbell on

September 8, 1942, The purpose of Gifford's visit was to

71

study the feasibility of using women at Camp Campbell. The

study showed that women would be a valuable asset and could

free men for combat.132 Conscquently on March 5, 1943, the

first group of two officers and seventeen enlisted women of

the WAAC arrived at Camp Campbell. These women reported

fuor duty from the Second WAAC Training Center at Daytonad

Beach, Florida.l33

i 1973,
131ny sterday's Army," Army Times, Juoe by, 47

P. 4, cols. 1-3.

132Clarksville
P= 1; eol. 7.

l33Retrcat to Taps (Camp Ca
July 1, 19447 p. 1, cols. 4L & 5.

September 8, 1942,

Leaf-Chronicle,

mpbell's Newspaper)



'l‘l 3 t‘ 5 g p.
1¢ Lirst group of WAAG PCrsonne] ’
we

- qas re \ 2
command of First Lieut@nant Ch under the

arlotte p .
. RlCe a
the nucleus of the 1580t Setpleg nd formed
ommand Uni

tachment. After preliminary arran

by the advance

sonnel arrived at Campbel] Captasi
© vAPtalin Mary N, se
. ymore, who

was in charge of these additional women
b

134

became the new de-
tachment commander.

The WAAC detachment formed an administrative unit
with the mission of establishing a motor pool and motor
corps. In addition to the duty as serving as sedan drivers,
many of the women were assigned specialist duties in the
hospital and to administrative positions in the Post Head-
quarters, Post Finance and Post Range Headquarters. The
WAAC proved to be a very efficient unit that performed
valuable services at Camp Campbell during the war years.135

By October, 1942, it became clear Camp Campbell
would be home for a third group, this being German prisoners

of war. During the later months of 1942 and the early

months of 1943, the first of three prisoner of war stockades

l?’L‘Moser, s dda

1351p44.

c Ui stin
br. Preston Hubbard, PrOfeﬁzogpziigéftozgj ﬁﬁat the
Peay State University, eXpresseiogably showed what they

!
study made as to using WAAC'S ] bly kept more men
(7) That WAAC'S pizbio g bept R s

r se _
hgytzz(\iiew with Professor Preston
n

Wanted it to show.
away from the front than t
lowering military morale.

IMbhard, November 24, 1973.



s constructed. 5
wids ¢ In m11-1943) the &

3( fir :
. 13¢ St pPris
to arrive. : oners began

The first ¢ C i
group of Prisonerg Were h()llS(Ed N one
i

stockade but problems developed. phe probl
- Ptoblems centered
around the differences of views between the |
€ hard core Nazj
z1

pEUARIEARS, SIS the anti-Nazj Prisoners Troubl d 1
’ es developed

when the Nazi prisoners tried ¢
o force their vi

Fellow prisoness. Consequentlv, it was decided that Nazi
’ S azi

an’ anti-Nazi prisoners should be segregated and a second
n

compound was constructed to achieve this end Later
. a
b

third compound was constructed to accommodate the overflow
ol prisoners that poured into Camp Campbell. A maximum
combined capacity of 3,000 men was planned for the three

compounds. In the end, this capacity was surpassed when

the number of prisoners reached approximately 4,000.137

During their stay at Camp Campbell, the prisoners
of war were utilired primarily on labor details. The pris-

oners' services were utilized not only by the personnel of

Camp Campbell but also by the farmers in the area. Pris-

oners were loaned to the farmers to work on their farms.

' i i ilized
fhose prisoners who possessed special skills were util

3 aptains
: i i ost Ordinance
for example, worked as watch repairmen 10 the P

e prisoners caused little

Shops. The vast majority of th

——

l30Moscr, p. 11.

ersonal interview,

137Statements by Glen Coon, P

Uctober 6, 1973.



138

yroblem. The number 74

f pri )
: YL Prisoners who died ip the priso
- - n
¢ of war camp at Campbell tends to bea
¢ £ out that the i
> pris-

.« were treated in a h
jacrs wer umane manneyr F¢
. . or the thousa
nds

= -1 RIS - r hO 1 2
i pl jsoners ok wa Y ended up at Cam C
L P ampbell ther_e is
] €

cocord of only five deaths,

At the end of the war, the prisoners were returned

ro their home country, the last departing Camp Campbell in
april, 194677

Camp Campbell achieved the task for which it was con-
ccived by helping to supply the United States with the neces-
sary fighting men to win the war. TFor many of those who
came to Camp Campbell during World War IT, the camp was a

home and will be remembered.

138 1p cep. po Ll

139,

yidh,



tov :
NS must accept and Support them

camp Campbell was no exception. (Citjes like Clark
arksville,

Impkinsville and others were in Some
; measure responsi
sible

for the relative success or failure of Camp Campbell d
an

the type installation it would become. Since it would b
e

very difficult to cover the contributions of all the cities
to the camp, the contributions of Clarksville will be stud-
ied. Its activities and assistance mirror the activities
and assistance of the other cities that meant so much to
Camp Campbell.

As already stated, Clarksville did much to bring
Camp Campbell to the area. 1In bringing the camp to the
arca, the city leaders felt they would not only aid their
city but help the Nation in its struggle against the Axis

Powers.

It is important to understand that even after the

. : 1 n
camp was approved for this area, the city did not relax 1

¢ i ity of
Past achievements. It was at this time that the city

Clarksville truly came to life.
it
The first task was to prepare the people of the €1t

at was about to take

mentally for the tremendous change th

. nit leaders
Place, In order to achieve this task, commu y

s to what was taking place.

kept the populace well informed a

79



»aadine the Clarksvi )

Readios Lhe ‘rksville Leaf-Chronicle any niph 76
i e night afg

1y, 1941, will bear out thig Sk, Mso. e er July

» The city officials

surveyed and did studieg on cities e
rmy Camp

had been situated nearby, Camp F
b Ofrest and Tull
ahoma ,

nessee was one example of such a gtygy, 140

Ten-

o By studying
these cities, the officials of Clarksville hoped to
3 prepare
the populace and prepare for the future Their efforts f
. ‘orts from

all indications seemed to haye beeq e

During the early phases of the Camp Campbell project,
the city went to great lengths to see that all went smoothly.
They immediately got in contact with government officials
and offered their support. An example of this early support
was the remodeling of the old Darnell and Bellamy Tobacco
Warchouse. This task was achieved in a matter of weeks so
that the surveying firm would have adequate office space from
which to work. It was also at this time that many of the
local people offered their services in the conduct of the

land survey and appraisals.

When final approval was given and construction began,

the city of Clarksville again offered its support. One such

- r of
offer that was taken up was the use of the second floo

i ers. The
the County Courthouse as the construction headquart

. : onstruction
most important contribution made during the ¢

e
rous workmen. There wer

Phase was the housing of the nume

profit usually through providing
bl

4 few whose only motive was

1941, P-

g t 16,
14001 apksville Leaf-Chronicle, Augus

I, cols, 3 & 4, and p. 3, col. O.



poor housing at a high rent. fhig yy, th
§ e exception
) e o ot B ik A
the norm. The majority of the People fupni . nd not
nished the b
. : es
pousing possible at a reasonable rage - t
. ny peOple Open
ed
at
the workmen would not haye tq

sleep in the cold. 1In the end,

up their own homes so th

the people of Clarksville

(ried to make the workers fee] welcome 141
: Helping to fing

housing was not limited to workers fronp outside ar b
eas; the

citizens of Clarksville also worked to help the many displaced
place
farmers find new farms and adjust to the changing situation

When the camp was finally completed, the local popu-

Jace turned out at the opening ceremonies and tried to make
the new occupants of Camp Campbell feel welcome. Just be-
cause the camp was complete, it did not mean an end to the
contributions by Clarksvillians. They launched various pro-
crams to aid the soldiers, many of whom were away from home
for the first time, in making them a home away from home.
Some of these programs were the housing of soldiers in pri-

vate homes on weekends and setting up clubs with planned acti-

vities to help keep the wives of the servicemen busy during
- 142

the week when their husbands were in training.

In order to provide more recreation, the city of

ion center
Clarksville immediately set out to get & recreatlo

uired much work and effort but was

built. This project req |
1942, when final approval for

finally achieved on July 22,

—

141 Oscar BeaCh.

Statements by Mrs.

ill.
142Statements by Mrs. J. c. G1



l.(‘(~l-p;|(iu|1 hall was given 143
a §

was completed, 1t was the locay p

golunteers who maintained the hall

.

The <

self. Two such projects to help at the Camp were the fyp-
pishing of volunteers to assist at the camp hO.Spital,ll‘l*
and a program by the Clarksville Gardeq Club to beautify
the main entrance to the camp.]‘z'5

The contributions of Clarksville were summed up
by Lieutenant Ralph H. Weston, Camp Campbell Public Rela-
tions Officer, in an address to the local Rotary Club,
"Thank God for the people of Clarksville, they have been
swell and all officers and men have only praise for their
huspitality."146

Clarksville and the other cities surroun:ing Camp

78

Campbell contributed greatly to the camp's well being. From

the very beginning, these cities wanted an Army camp and

were willing to work to make it a success.

143Clarksville Leaf-Chroanicle,
Cols, 3 & 4 . —
i11.
lZ}Z*St:atements by Mrs. J. c. GL D
. o ™ 5 ’
1 MSClarksville Leaf-Chronicle, Augus
> col, 2, 1942, P-

. ust 127
]'[*6C],arlcsvi11e Leaf-Chronlcle, Aug

1, C')],. ()’ and P 6’ coOls.

July 22, 1942, P L



SUMMARY

Camp Campbell Straddlinp
S g the Tennes
See-Kentuck
y

state line, was a direct outgrowth of World War 11, 1he
camp wWas conceived to train fighting men for the United
states. These men would join together with others to help
win the ultimate victory over the Axis Powers.,

Camp Campbell did supply the fighting men needed
and if nothing else, for this reason alone, the history
of the camp is a story of success. But, the history of
Camp Campbell was so much more. It is a history of farmers
that were forced off their land to make room for the camp.
It is the history of local citizens who worked long and
hard to make the camp exist and survive. It is the history
of workmen who constructed a camp in such a short period
of time that people are still amazed today. Lastly, it is

the history of men and women who were taken from their homes

and way of life to help win a war which they did not cause.

the
Camp Campbell was a success, a Success based on

{ Cam
hird work and sacrifice of so many. For this reason, p

Campbell, Kentucky, deserves remembering.
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