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CHAPTER I

STATEMENT OF THE PROBLEM

If the school is to serve as a depository of local
resource material it should have available data on the con=-
tribution of its citizens to the cultural life of the com-
munity, the state, and the nation. 4

This study is premised upon the dual concept of school}E

service to the community and community service to the schoolq

I
A, The Setting of the Study

The setting of the study is Montgomery County,

I
Tennessee, which 1s located on the northern border of the
state of Tennessee; this brings the county in close proximit#:
to that part of Kentucky known as Chrlstlan and Todd Countie@,
Hed the boundary of the western lands of Virginia end North |
Carolina been extended along the latitude of 36030!', as was
intended, the northern part of Montgomery County would now |
lie within the state of Kentuckye \

The location of the county has had a marked effect I
upon the life of the people. Their philosophy of conduct an&‘
their ethical values have been affected by their proximity |
to a "border" state, Kentuckyes This has been true in the

fileld of politics as regards Republicans and Democrats even

more than was true in the period of anti-slavery and pro-slajery

1
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feeling. In the latter the two states shared alike in having

a divided popular opinion.

The history of the community indicates the sturdy
character of 1ts ploneers who braved the wilderness trails by
land and water to reach the unknown, uncharted sweeps of a
distant region. Thelr forebears were from the settled sections
of North Carolina and Virginia; before thelr generation there
had come those stalwart seekers for freedom, the Scotch-Irish
and English emigrants.

The stock from which these men had sprung gave vitality
and a type of constitution which made family-life a foundation
within the new settlements; these were not migrant hunters
and trappers, they were men of courage who with their wives
of equal courage and stamina overcame the misery of loneliness
and distance from their loved ones, met the ever-present
dangers of Indian warfare, of disease and disaster, and reared
their children with a respect for God, for man, and for self,
There was, of necessity, strong family and community disciplipe,
for there was littie contact with the accepted forms of goverh-
ment administered at such a great distance across the mountailns
in the "Mother State," North Carolina.

In fact, the Clarksville Compact 1s rated the fourth
Independent form of govermment in the early history of the
land which was later to bear the name of Tennessee.

The land itself had i1ts part in developing the individual's

philosophy of interdependence of man and nature. This is a |
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part of onets phllosophy as 1s true of man and God, and man

and man .

This land was fed by the many sparkling streams of
water flowing ultimately into the two rivers, the Red and the
Cumberland. These small streams provided attraction for
buffalo, deer, and other game as well as proving attractive
to those migrant Indians who used the "happy hunting grounds"
long abandoned by the Shawnees whose eérly claims had been
Invalidated by the successful attacks of their enemies among |
the other tribes bordedng on the middle area of the Tenase.

The land with its rolling hills offered fertile valleﬂg
awalting the clearing of trees and stumps to become fanmland{
Its hillsides provided timber for ultimate use in the making
of homes. Its soil varied from the deep rich soil of the ‘
northern part of the county to the shaly, gravelly soil of
its southern borders. Its wlld life was as varled as 1ts |
native trees. Nature offered of her bounty to those who
would seek and would labor to extract it from her stores.

The material growth and great variation in degrees off
wealth and want found in an agricultural area, which for years:
was a one-crop (tobacco) community, has affected the social,
cultural, and economic life of the people within this sectioﬁo

The evidence of literacy, of intelligence, and of edu-

cation is present In the early court records; many of the

earliest accounts are not availlable within the records of the



Montgomery County courthouse, for those therein date back

only to 1796 when Tennessee became a state. Previous records
of the period when this was a county of North Carolina under
the successive names of Washington County, Davidson County, and
Tennessee County have long ago been removed from the locality.

As education in the wilderness was necessarily a home=-
pursult and responsibility, one is Interested to note the list
of titles of books in the disposal of early property. It is‘
of significance when one notes that in the settlement of the;
estates of these early settlers much deference is shown |
toward the awarding of the family Bible to the widow or to the
eldest son of the deceased.

Later, as the land had been cleared and more time was?
available for cultural pursults, the erection of private
schools provided for the needs of those able to attend.
Schools for girls as well as schools for boys offered boardi#g
facilities as well as "day" services. These were not always |
located in the larger ﬁowné but were at other places in the
small communities where children from the nearby area could |
be Instructed In the womanly arts which led to matrimony and |
in the manly pursults which led to higher levels of educatioﬁ,
even to college in Clarksville 1n the early 1840's.

Out of this cultural and literary background grew the
need for newspapers, of which Clarksville has had many. The

present Leaf-Chronicle carries the banner of "Tennessee's
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Oldest Newspaper -- Established In 1808." Clarksville was a
primitive community in 1808 with a desire for information of
the outslde world.

The churches, through their Individual histories which
endow the church with the personallty of 1ts pastor, become a
source of record. The early church records of births, deaths,
and marriages reveal that services were conducted here before
1800.

These early personal, public, and church records reveal
the manner In which the Interests of a community demonstrate |
the activities and philosophy of the people of the period. ?

Continued recordings in all forms of printed matter

Inform us of the years from 1796 to the present; the era of |

Mont gomery Countye

Be Purpose of the Study

Against the setting of this study the purpose may be
seen. The purpose of the study is to locate and to analyze
the literary production of the residents of Montgomery County.

To accomplish this purpose it 1s necessary to divide |
the study into four parts:t 1. Factual Prose, 2. Fictional
Prose, 3. Verse, and 4, Conclusions and Recommendations.
Each of the three literary areas is to be subdivided into
1ts proper fields. The fourth section, Conclusions and
Recommendations, will present the uses and adaptations of the

material In the Social Studies and English departmentse



Ce Assumptions

The basic assumptions of thils study are as follows:

le That the iInstructional program in the Social
Studies and the English departments of the public schools and
college should have avallable to its instructors and students
certain materials which heretofore have never been compiled
and arranged.

2+ That these materials concerned with accredited
writers and the reports on same shall be made available for
the merit which lies within them and the effect which they
might have In stimulating further research.

D, Limitations
This study 1s to determine the work in the literary
fleld of those writers who felt the impact of association |

|
within this county. It seems wise to limit the discussion to

those whose writing bears the mark of this assoclation. {

The limitatlons therefore are

l. The printed literary productions of residents of
Mont gomery Countye.

2+ The manuscript or typed literary productions of
residents of Montgomery County.

The writers may be

1. Native to the county.

2. Students in its schools.

3. Resldents in later life,



This report does not consider the innumerable times
in which the name of Montgomery County or the names of its
citizens occur in print, The study 1s limited for several
reasons: the long history of thls rather important county
would Indicate that its records would be very extensive; such
a record of mere reporting of events within the county would
entall not only much research Into the past and present writing
of its citizens but also of historians and journalists outsidb
the area., This is true because of the natlonal as well as
local'significance of many Individuals who were born or who

resided within the countye.

E. Methods and Procedures

After the overall problem had been determined, the
methods of gathering and handling the data were considered. |
The procedures presented here have been selected because |
they seem to offer the most effective manner of gathering ana
arranging the data. ‘

In preparation for this study the writer was enrolled
in courses in the Educatlion and English departments at
Austin Peay State College. As a part-time iInstructor in
Tennessee History in the same institution the writer obtained
much of the historical material used hereafter in this report.

Much reading was done in the library at Austin Peay
State College, the Clarksville library, and personal libraries.



Theses In the Austin Peay State College library and
in the Joint University Library at Nashville were read and
reviewed.

Materlal was obtalned through iInterviews and corre-
spondence with writers, thelr families, or their friends.

The organization of materials Into the three main
literary divisions and subordinate sections was faclilitated
by acquaintance with the literary selections and their typess

Certain conclusions were verified. A person who does |
this type research 1s better fitted for 1it:

l, If he has lived within the community for a long
time,

2+ If he has had cultural contacts with local families,

3. If he has personal acquaintance with the author |
or with his famlly or friends.

4, If he has a wide reading range in the local resourée
area.

The printed materials, personal interviews, and
personal letters which served as interviews were found to be§
better means of obtaining information than any questionnaire |
which might have been devised. Thls data is so individualized
that a survey-questionnaire would be of little value In

obtaining the desired information.



| as follows:

( Chapter TI.

| Chapter III.
Chapter IV,
Chapter V.,
Bibliography

Appendix

F. Organization

Factual Prose
Fictional Prose
Verse

Conclusions and Recommendations

9

The remainder of this study 1s organized into chapters

|




| must welgh fact and truth, must analyze carefully all data inﬂ

'must be written in a manner that will attract and sustain the
interest of the reader. The autoblography ls more rare,

Vbeing based upon the high value attached to one's own life or

CHAPTER II

FACTUAL PROSE

Factual prose 1s a record of the activities of man,
past and present. Its purposes and forms vary, contingent |
upon the Individual and the material he desires to present. N

The letter and journal are personal documents of
events in which the author was a participant and which he
wishes to share with others.

The blography requires extensive research and under-

standing of the events and personalities of the era. It

exploits. This may be to perpetuate self-esteem or to inform

one's posterity of its heritage.
History 1is a record of the past which one evaluates

from a point of vantage following the fulfillment of a course

i
|
|

of events. The historian must guard against personal opinion$

the light of the contemporary scene. |
Personal attitudes are evident in oratory, for oratoryﬂ
1s basically self-expression of one's beliefs when challengedh
by opposition expressed or anticipated. Convictions must be

defined and presented. Oratory has some of the elements of

10




' accepted by faith., Skill is required in presenting old dogm
' in new form, Controversial ideas seldom win advocates. The

| reader of religious materials often reads for substantiation

‘rationalization and logic rather than to the emotions. The

11 |
poetry in that it may be presented in a rhythmic pattern,
ever rising to a point where speaker and listener are as one
in belief through the emotion of the hour.

Journalism may partake of some of the qualities of \
oratory, but through reason rather than emotion is the goal

of conviction reached. Facts and opinions printed may be

reviewed and anslyzed; therefore, there must be an appeal to

successful journalist expresses his beliefs through a medium
which tends to enlarge the circle of believers,

Religious materials are basically records of events

of his belief rather than for expansion into new areas of
doctrine,

The author of a textbook finds satisfaction in con-
densing and arranging a multitude of facts in an orderly
manner for the elucidation of youth. He has cultivated the
ability of detecting facts overlooked by others and of recog-
nizing new relationships in old facts. A satisfactory combi-
nation of factual material and mode of expression leads to a

successful product,

Factual prose may take the form of statistical reports,

of analysis, of essays of literary and critical types. With
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the exceptlion of the essay it might be sald that factual
prose deals with the past as a completed fact analyzed and

evaluated by an individual who is honest in his convictions.
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A, The Letter

Introductiont 1In the heritage of a people we find

latent qualities which become active when expressed in word
and in deede. Among the qualities of the Anglo-Saexon there

predominate a parental concern and fillal devotion as well

as a resiliency in the face of adversity.

In the Intimete hours of companionship there may not
be evidence of one's concern for another's welfare as would
be expressed in correspondence when loved ones are parted.

Perhaps, aside from the dlary or personal journal,
the letter 1s the most personal, the most intimate of all
forms of literary expression. The writer may have only the
reader in mind when the letter is being written; 1ts personai
end intimate qualities are not devlised for the public eye; |
its composition i1s not analytical; its contents are more

meaningful to the recipient than to the public who may chance

to see the letter.

Letters

l. As an example of the parental concern for one's
young -~ the youth who had ventured into the wilderness
uncertain of safety at the side of his father -- we read the‘j
letter from Valentine Sevier to his brother John. Here we
find all the pathos of the Biblical patriarch weeping for the

loss of his children.
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Clarksville, December 18th, 1794

Dear Brother: The news from this place 1s desperate
with me. On Tuesday, 1llth of November, last, about twelve
o'clock, my station was attacked by about forty Indians. On
so sudden a surprise they were In almost every house before
they were discovered. All the men belonging to the station
were out save only Snider and myself. William Snider, Betsy,
his wife, his son John and my son Joseph were killed in
Snider's house. They also killed Ann King and her son James,
and scalped my daughter Rebecca. I hope she will still
recover. The Indians have killled whole families about here
this Fall. You may hear the cries of some persons for their |
friends daily.

The engagement commenced at my house, continued about
an hour, as the neighbors say. Such a scene no man ever
witnessed before. Nothing but screams and the roaring of
guns, and no man to assist me for some time. The Indians
have robbed all the goods out of every house, and have
destroyed all my stocke. You willl write our ancient father
this horrid news; also my son Johnnye. My health is much
impaired. The remains of my family are in good health. I am
so distressed in my mind, that I can hardly write.

Your affectionate brother, ti1ll death,
Valentine Seviert

Colonel Valentine Sevier had come from the eastern
mountains to take a claim on Red Palnt Hill, now New Providence.
A deed in the Montgomery County courthouse reveals that he
purchased 640 acres in the northeast fork of Red and Cumber-
land Rivers in July, 1792,

Adventure in the wilderness had now become tragedy:
three of his sons had been massacred by the Indians in January

prior to the land purchase; now he had lost another son, Joseph,

l, W, P, Titus, Picturesque Clarksville, p. l4.
Clarksville: Titus, Publisher, 1887.
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and a daughter, Betsy Snider; another daughter, Rebecca, had
been scalped; he now needed the son, John, who had remained
in the east.

His wife was not mentioned in the letter; needless to
say she was saved, for her purchase of the family Bible is
confirmed by the record of the settlement of his estate
following his death, February 23, 1800.° The Montgomery County
Court record of August 18, 1800, discloses that for fifty
cents the widow redeemed the "large Bible" and for ten dollaﬂs
her son John obtained his father's "plunder bush." These were
the smallest and largest prices of ﬁhe sale, exclﬁsive of
livestocke What a life of adventure and privation to end with
the note: "Final due to administrator . . . $6.32."

2e The letter of parental concern is a fulfiilment off
the tralning in filial devotion, for as the twig 1s bent so
is the tree inclined. Even though Woodrow Wilson did not
maintain his residence within this community, he was a visito?
at times in the home of his parents. His father, Dr. Josephi‘
R. Wilson, who had come to head the new School of Theology
established at Southwestern Presbyterian University in 1884,

continued to live in the community until 1892,

2+ Austin P, Foster and Albert H. Roberts, History of
Tennessee Democracy, Vol. I, pe 107. Nashville: Democratilc
Historical Association, Inc., 1945,

3+ Waller Raymond Cooper, Southwestern at Memphis,
1848-1948, pe. 72. Richmond: John Knox Press, 1949.
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The sudden death of Mrs. Joseph Wilson at the Clarks-
ville home on April 15, 1888, caused her son to make a sorrowe
ful journey to be with his family at this place. To his wife,
who had remained in Baltimore, he wrote, on April 19:

The home of my whole life 1s broken up forever =--
father's home gone -- the house standing, within a block of
where I slt wrlting, closed, empty, desolate: because my
precious mother 1s deade o o o

As the first shock and acute paln of the great, the
irreparable blow passes off, my heart is fllling up with the
tenderest memorles of my sweet mother, memorles that seem ‘
to hallow my whole lifes « « o If I had not lived with such

a mother I could not have won and seemed to deserve =- in 1
part, perhaps, through transmitted virtues =- such a wife.

A short time later he wrote to R. Heath Dabney:

e o o my dear mother suddenly died. « « Your letter
came while I was away wlth my poor bereaved father in
Tennessees « o My mother was a mother to me in the fullest
sense of the word, and her loss has left me with a sad |
oppressive sense of having suddenly lost my youth. I feel |
0old and responsibility-ridden. I suppose that feeling will
in time wear off, however, and that I shall ultimately get
my balance again,® g

As the Christmas season drew near he wrote to his
father the letter which has been chosen for sale in photostatic
form by the Woodrow Wilson Foundation at his birthplace in

Staunton, Virginla,

106 High St. Middletown, Co [nn]. |
16 December, 1888

4, Ray Stannard Baker, Woodrow Wilson, Life and Letters,
pP. 35. New York: Charles Scribner's Sons, 1946,

Se Ibido, PPe 294-295,
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My precious father,

My thoughts are full of you and "Dode" all the
time. Tennessee seems so far away for a chap as hungry as
I am for the sight of the two men I love. As the Christmas
recess approaches I realize, as I have so often before, the
pain there is In a season of hollday and rejoicing away from
youe As you know, one of the chief things about which I
feel most warranted in rejoicing is that I am your son. I
realize the benefit of being your son more and more as my
talents and experiences grow. I recognize the strength l
growing in me as of the nature of your strength. I have be=-
come more and more conscious of the heredltary wealth I
possess, the capital of principle, of literary force and
skill, of capacity for creating in my own children that com=- |
bined respect and tender devotion for thelr father that you
gave your children for you. Oh, how happy I should be, if
I could make them think of me as I think of you! You have
glven me a love that grows, that is stronger In me now that
I am a man than 1t was when I was a boy, and which will be
stronger in me when I am an old man than 1t i1s now -- a
love, in brief, that is rooted and grounded in reason, and |
not in fillal instinct merely -- a love resting upon abiding
foundations of service recognizing you as in a certain sense
the author of all I have to be grateful for. I bless God
for my noble, strong, and saintly mother and for my incomparable
father. Ask Dode 1f he does not subscribe’ And tell him that
I love my brother passionately.

We have had about three months of continuouslz bad |
weather here and are proportionately "under the weather ‘
with various forms and degrees of colds; but fine cold days
have come at last and we are one and all getting on our feet
again, W1ll get used to this villainous climate by-and-by,
doubtless. I have been wondering whether the Burney house
1s snug and dry in winter. I sincerely hope the rigors of
the Clarksville weather may not get at you iIn it. We are
expecting Ellie's cousin, Mary Hoyt, to come up from Bryn
Mawr to spend the hollidays with us. Ellle joins me 1n un- |
bounded love to you bothe ;

Your devoted son,
Woodrow

Many letters passed between the father and son, for
Dr. Wilson remained in Clarksville, and "Dode," Woodrow's

brother Joseph, was a student at Southwestern Presbyterian
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Unlversity. A few months later Dr. Wilson wrote to Woodrow:
Clarksville, Tenne. Mar. 6, '89

My Precious Son --

Your most welcome letter came to hand on
yesterday. I would have written you, as a break to the long
sllence, had I been sure of your address -- but it was not
known in this part of the earth whether you were in M. or in
Be There is one thing always sure, however, and this is
that you are hour by hour in my thoughts and upon my hearts: ==
and what is just as certain 1s, that you deserve the place
which you occupy within the house of my soul. How, in my
solitude, have I longed for the presence of that dear son
in whose large love I trust so implicitly and in the wealth
of whose gem-furnished mind I take such delight: him in whom
my affections center as my child, and my confidences as my
friende « o« o8 1

Such satisfaction a father has 1n the son who reflects

the training, inspiration, and affection known in the home
of his youthl
3+ As one grows old one evolves a philosophy of life

that 1s personal yet 1s of 1tself so sincere as to be pro=-

vocative, becoming a stimulus to others. How else can one
|

read the lines and between the lines of such a letter as that
of Martha McCulloch-Williams to Edwin R. Smith, a young

friend in Clarksville?

New York: Feb. 16th, 1931
Dear Edwin, when my shower of letters came before my |
last birthday I told myself yours would be the first answered.
And at this late day I am keeping my word, albeit my jinx 1is
working over-time. Can't write another till I get more
envelopes -- can't do that until somebody comes in, as I
can't walk a steps

6o Ibid., ppe 40-41.
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Reckon you heard all about the big fire -- came ‘out
of 1t with just two garments, plus a pailr of sometime
dancing slippers. Am much better off now -=- but not as
chipper as I might be. Soon as the hose stopped playing the
unemployed got busy -= swarmed up fire escapes -- and looted
as they listed. Iucklly I had paid my fire insurance that
very day == so shall get a small come-back in money, but no
salvage of household goodse.

Pretty trying -- when you're in a squirrel's jump of
84 -= and have been bed and chair fast. Consoling to think
it can't last over-long -- not much beyond the birthday I do |
sincerely hope. Seems to me such an economic waste to keep
living, eating food, occupying space that might be much better
filled == but I don't whine:

"Beneath the buffetting kic] of Fate. My head is

‘bloody but unbowed.’

e o o Would like to come back to mine own country . & o
there was only somebody willing to take the burden of looking
after me. My helplessness makes it a real burden -~ I may
get to walking again. My great deslre is to get through my
remnant of days as pleasantly and as easlly as I cane. Dorothy
Dix 1s anxious for me to be there among mine own people ==
but I see no chance of such lucke. Financially I would be no |
burden -~ but money is not everything -- except in boarding
houses == which do not in the least appeal to me. So am
leaving things on the knees of the gods, and the hearts of |
my friends, finding comfort in the fact that whatever happens
can not last beyond endurance.

Make a fresh start tomorrow. . « e

Faithfully Your Ancient Friend:
Martha McCulloch-Williams7

Martha McCulloch-Williams, possessed of such high
splrit as to meet infirmity, age, and loneliness on a plane
of humor and optimism, lived beyond the "squirrel's jump of
84," and continued her writing until her death in 1934 at the
age.of eighty-six.

4, The letters of parental grief and concern, of

filiel love and devotion, of the sage philosophy of the aged

7o Letter from Martha McCulloch-Williams to Edwin R.
. Smithe Letter in collection of Ursula Lee Smithe —
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are only parts of the correspondence which prompted and
succeeded In the establishment of the government lines of
mall service linking sections of the community and the nation,
Little dld these early out-riders of communication reallze
that 1t would be a Clarksvillian, Cave Johnson, who would
become the first Postmaster General, appointed by President
Polk to this new post iIn his cabinet. ‘

When the Federal troops were knocking at the portals |
of the South, it was Cave Johnson who felt that 1t was
incumbent upon himself to leave for his children a record of |
thelr ancestry and a bilography of himself., The letter,
begun on January 10, 1862, and concluded after the fall of
Fort Donelson on February 16, 1862, comprises ten printed

pages in Picturesque Clarksville (pages 289-301l). It con-

cludes in this manner:

I have thus gilven you a brief statement of our family |
relations and connections from my recollection in the midst
of the excitement and turmoll produced In our town by the
battles of Fort Henry and Donelson. If I survive the invasion
of our town, which is now hourly expected, I may add some
reflections as to my life, which may enable you to avoid
some of the errors of my life, the greatest of which, I
think, was ever engaging In politics, though more successful
than most others.

Cave Johnson®

All of his children having jolned the Confederate
forces, he had moved into the home of his step-daughter, Mrs.

Mery E. Forbes. When the surrender of the city of Clarksville

8e Titus, ODe Cito, Pe 301,
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was imminent, it was he and the mayor who planned to give it

into the hands of Gen. U. S. Grant that bleak day in Febru-
ary, 1862,

A few days later, March 2, 1862, Johnson wrote to the
Hon. R. He Gillett of New York:

I have, as you know, always been a Union man, and
violently opposed to secession, and was selected as the Union
candidate In my old district because of my long and detenmined
hostllity to nullification and secession, and secured a

unanimous vote in it. (This was before the war.) I would
have spent my last dollar in its defense and cheerfully
yielded up my life for the preservation of the Union, but
when I saw the President and Congress had set aside the
Constitution, and under the tyrant's plea, necessity, that
all security for property was gone; the habeas corpus sus-
pended; citizens arrested and imprisoned without warrant
upon the susplcion of the Secretary or other inferior officens;
public triel refused; the civll authorities made subordinate |
to the military; martial law declared by their generals,
under which I am now writing and for which I would be sent
to Fort Warren if deemed of sufficlent importance. I could
not but belleve that our people acted rightly in seeking
protection elsewhere than in suchta Union.®

This letter quoted from Gillett's Democracy in the

United States reveals the consideration that had been given

the idea of a union of the South and England and France, an
1ssue in the early days of secession.

The youngest of his three sons, Polk Grundy Johnson,
was captured at Fort Donelson, and was sent to Camp Douglas
at Chicago, Illinois; it was there that the father visited
his son. He arrived after visitors had been forbidden

entrance to the prison, and would have been denied a visit had

9., Ibid., p. 301.
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it not been for orders of Gen. Halleck. Johnson spent two
days with the prisoners of war.

S5+ Many of the troops at Fort Donelson were men from
Clarksville who on that 1ll-fated occasion were surrendered
by their officers and were taken into the North to languish
in prison camps until such time as the troops were exchanged,
The letter from Thomas H. Smith is typical of the attitude

of the young Confederate prisoner concerned with his family
|

and friends, and ever hopeful of the eventual exchange of
troops.

Camp Douglas
Chicago Ill. April 18, 1862
Dear Bro.

Yours of 25th ult. came to hand a few days ago ==
all right -- I was glad to hear from your and Mothers ‘
families. I have not written to you earlier because I knew |
not that the mails reached your county, nor have I any thing |
Interesting to send you now. We are comfortably quartered
In barracks bullt for Federal troops, formerly used as a ‘
camp of instruction, and are kindly treated by the officers |
guarding us. The health of the prisoners is now much better
than it was at the first of our imprisonment. Severe colds
contracted during the fight at Donelson and on the trip to
this place, with the great change in climate, caused a great |
deal of sickness and many deaths among the Rebels, there are
now over 7000 of us here -=- over 2000 having lately come in
from Island No. 10. All the commissioned officers were sent
to other places, the field officers to Fort Warren and the
compaeny officers to Camp Chase, Columbus, Ohio. We hear
from our captain often he and Fons are well. We have here
63 men of our company -- have lost two since being here --
one of whom -- Stephen Hackney -- you knew. Bill Turnley
and Miner Wisdom are with us, and are iIn good health. I
have recd. two letters from my wife since being here. Dr.
Cooper and Hon. C. Johnson spent two days with us last week.
They brought letters for most of the boys from Clarksville.
Others are getting letters through the mails. You must
write to me on Receipt of this, and often. We are all anxlous
to get away from here but can have no idea of the length of |
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our Imprisonment. I must close as we are required to write
short letters. Iy Love to Mother, Sister, all relatives and
f;iends and for you and Yours receive the continued regards
)

Yours Affectionately
Thomas H. Smith
Accept my thanks for your interest in the welfare of my
femilye. Your kindness is sincerely appreciated.
yours T. H. SmithlO

Smith and other men from Clarksville, ineluding Polk
G. Johnson, were exchanged at Vicksburg, Mississippi, in
September, 1862. They fought throughout the war, saw the é
end of the conflict, and returned to their families in |
Clarksville.

6. Cave Johnson's three sons surrendered with Lee at
Appomattox; being one of those excepted under the amnesty _
proclamation of the President, he applied to President Andrew
Johnson for pardon. The pardon was granted August 19, 1865, |
and he, with his sons, took the oath of alleglance to the
United States government.

The Clarksville Weekly Chronicle of November 30, 1866,

carried the final word on the life of this true statesman:

Because of his poor health and advanced age, he was
allowed to live behind the Union lines after the capture of
his home, and the long months were filled with loneliness and
hardships for the old politiciane « « « On Nov. 23, 1866,
the o0ld politiclan died in Clarksville and was buried with
Masonic orders "in the presence of a large crowd, from all

quarters."ll

10, Letter from T. H. Smith to his brother William D,
Smith of Elkton, Kentucky. Letter in collection of Ursula Lee

Smith .
11. C. L. Grant, "The Public Career of Cave Johnson,"

p. 195, Tennessee Historical Quarterly, Vol. 10 (Mar.-Dec. 1951).
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In an impassioned account of the sacrifices of the war
years and of the futility of blotting out the memories of
those days, Polk G. Johnson wrote in 1877:

We are told that memories must be blotted out. No,
nevere. « « o See Captain Thomas H. Smith assuming command of
the 49th Tennessee Regiment, after six of his superior
officers have fallen? See the colors of the regiment with
its flag-staff shot through and thirty-two bullets sent
through the flag? « «

Capt. Thomas H. Smith! The Clarksville boys are not
willing to forget Captain Smith (the few of us who are left.)
They, like all boys in time of great trouble (in fact, at all
times) need a father. When captured at Fort Donelson, and
they were carried to Camp Douglas, at Chicago, Ill., he was
a father to them, and closed as brilliant a career as any ;
maen might be proud of, belng shot through the neck at ‘
Franklin, in the very fiercest struggle of the battle; and
beinﬁzmade a prlsoner, did not recover till long after the
warl e

In war and in peace, letters have carried thelir
message of parental concern, of filial devotion, and of
resiliency to adversity; out of the past they shed light
upon the present and give meaning to the future. MNontgomery
County has enjoyed its share of the iInspiration of great

letterse

124 Titus, ODe Cito, Pe 104.
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Boe The Journal

Introduction: Early travelers through the Tennessee

country found evidences of the Indians and of such of the
white men as had preceded the travelers. Accounts of such
events were recorded in journals of surveyoers, churchmen,
explorers, and early pioneers.

As nelither De Soto nor La Salle came into the Cumber-
land country, and as most travel was by way of the Mississippi,
we find no account of the Cumberland area until the eighteenth
century records; much, however, had been written of the Tennes-
see river valley from the headwaters to its confluence with |
the Ohio.

Excerpts from Journals

1, James Smith's Account, first published at

Lexington, Kentucky, in 1799, reveals that he and his companions
passed by the Clarksville site in 1767,

We also explored Cumberland and Tennessee Rivers, from
Stone's River down to the Ohioe. « « . Stone's River 1s a south
branch of Cumberland, and empties into 1t above Nashville.

We first gave it this name in our journal in May, 1767, after
one of our fellow travellers, Mr. Uriah Stone, and I am told
that it retains the same name unto this day.13

2. Thomas Hutchin's Surveys report the finds of his

survey of the Cumberland River from its mouth upstream past

Nashville.

13, Samuel Cole Williams, Early Travels in the Tennes-
see Country, p. 204. Johnson City: The Watauga Press, 1928.
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The original manuscript, "Courses of the Shawanoe
(Cumberland) River from the mouth upwards," 1s deposited with
the Pennsylvania Historical Society.l4
Comments opposite calk for course and distance are
worthwhile in determining local facts. As he neared the
present city of Clarksville he records:

S. 50 E. 160, Hills still sppear larger. Current
Gentle.

S. 85 E., 40; S. 60 E. 60.

S. 45 E. 160. All this Course Ridge close on Lt. [T..efﬂ --
about & Mile from beginning of course on Lt. is a very large
Red place, appears like Brick in the Ridge and affords a kind
of Red Paint -- on the Right a little below the Red Rock is

a Creek 10 yds wide -- bottom on Rt. [Righf]

S. 35 E. 120. At the end of the course is the Forks
of the River; here the River 1s near 400 yds wide =-- the Left
hand branch is 100 yds wide. The other branch is as wide
as the River. The course of the Left hand branch is N, E.
upwards; here the Ridge on the Lt. looses itself; this
branch is 3 miles to where it Forks, the south Fork the
largest. The land between the Forks does not overflow. Its|

banks are high and upright.l5

These lines of his journal were inserted as he approached
the site of New Providence, the Red River, and Clarksville,.
and as he passed upstream toward Cheatham County. A portion
of Hutchin's Map, 1778, shows Red Paint Hill, the local
terrain, and the tributaries of the Shawanoe (Cumberland) .16

3e-4, A Dr. Connolly and another surveyor, a Mr.

Nicholson, had been in this country at different times and

\

14, Ibido, Pe 213.

15. Ibido, Pe 224,

16, Ibid., p. 209.
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had reported their findings. Their accounts interested
George Washington, who was ever alert to the desirability of
a section of land.l?

Se dJournal of a Voyage, written by Colonel John Donel=-
son, concerns the journey of the settlers from East Tennessee
to the Cumberland Settlements. The first notation is that of
December 22, 1779, as they took leave of Fort Patrick Henry,
the present site of Kingsport. After an eventful voyage of |
several months, filled with danger, privation, suffering, ;
and loss by disease and Indian warfare, this band aboard the
more than thirty boats, headed by the Adventure, reached the
mouth of the Cumberland. This was on Friday, the 24th of
March, 1780,

|

Proceeded on quietly until the 12th of April, at which
time we came to the mouth of a little river running in on
the north side, by Moses Renfroe and his company called
"Red River", up which they intended to settle. Here_they
took leave of us. We proceeded up Cumberland, « «

6. Memoranda of a Journey, the record of Louis Brantz's
account of the Cumberland country, contains references to

this localitye.

The Cumberland River. . « When 1t 1s high, or even
tolerably high, it is navigable for more than four hundred
miles, « « o Its waters are said to be the quletest of all
the western rivers. « « « No navigable streams dlscharge
themselves into the Cumberland. The only considerable ones

17, Ibid., p. 227.

18. Ibido, Pe 241,
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are the Little River, the Red River, and the Harpeth.
Between the embrochure of the Cumberland and Nashville, there
are some white settlements.l9

7+ Andre Michaux's Travels, made up of accounts of
several journeys into the Tennessee region prior to its
statehood, 1s remarkable for its interesting data on plant
and animal life of the area, and for the account of the journey
upstream in January, 1796:

Sunday 10th of January the River fell 4 feet during the
night. Continual Rain and Snow. Passed Yellow Creek 16 Miles
before reaching Clark's ville. Passed Blowming [sic] grove 13
M Iles before reaching Clark's ville. Rocks and Hills.

Passed Dixon Island 10 Miles before reaching Clark's ville
and at present the most remote Settlement of Cumberland
territory. Thls settlement consists of fifteen families who
established themselves here three months ago. The chief
place of this settlement 1s called Blount'sbérough or Blount!
ville. f

The 1lth. Rained all the previous night and a portion
of the day. Passed by a chaln of Hills and by a rock called
Red pailnted rock on the right side of the River that 1s to
say on the north bank of the river 2 Miles from Clark's ville.
Afterwards passed by the red river whose mouth 1s llkewilse
on the north side and a quarter of a mile from Clark's ville.
Finally arrived at Clark's ville.

The 12th of January 1796, remained at Clark's ville
on account of the river risinge.

The 13th Doctor Brown of Carolina who had come to
found this new town Blount's borough 10 Miles above Clarks
ville, was at the latter place.

The 15th bought a horse at the price of one hundred
Dollars.

The 16th departed; my horse ran away and I caught him
6 Miles from Clark's ville at the Mill, 10 Niles,20

19. Ibid., p. 284.
20. Ibide, pP. 336-3374
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Clark's ville, bearing the name of General George
Rogers Clark, had thus become a place of importance to
travelers on the Cumberland River. Blount's borough was
later to become the port of entry, Palmyra.

Because of their historical importance early Jjournals
of surveyors and frontlersmen are now published. However,
the unpublished journals kept by the early settlers are
seldom avallable for study. Practically every family kept a
journal of expenditures, of family records concerning vital
statistics and family lore. Facts about farm life -- the
weather, crops, animal husbandry, and related data -- were
a part of the record of the daye

8. = 10, Records were kept by travelers to and from
the community. The region attracted many ministers during
the great religious revival of the early nineteenth century.
Records and reports were kept by such prominent ministers as
Reuben Ross, Elder Barton W. Stone, and Lorenzo Dow, who was |
perhaps the most spectacular and widely-traveled minister of
his time. Accompanied by his wife, Dow was In Clarksville

in 1814 prior to his going to Europe where he was qulte a

sensation.21

11. - 12. Many diaries and journals were kept by those

members of Montgomery County femilies who went "West" to St.

21l Wi P Titus, Op. Cito, De 191,
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Louls or to Texas during the period of westward expansion.
The period of the War Between the States provided reason for
the keeping of diaries and Journals by the troops in the field
and in prison. Such an account by R. B. Tarpley, Sr., is in
the possession of Mr. Lynwood Tarpley; it is quite worthy of
publication. However, the personal journal and memoirs of
Mr. John Hurst was published in a limited edition by his
daughter, Mrs. Austin Peay.

Other journals or diaries are considered so personal
as to make 1t 1nadvisable to print because of the revelation |
of personal problems and opinions.

Knowledge of the past, of the people and their lives,
ls worthwhile. Such reports are valuable and significant,
end worthy of publication. Attics and o0ld trunks and desks
may hold the secret to interesting revelations; one fears
the fetlish of house-cleaning and of the bonfire as families

abandon the o0ld homes of a community rich in historical lore,
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C. Blography and Autobilography

Introduction: Men have ever been ready to recognize

and to give credit to the skills and exploits of others; thus
we find In blographies those human interest accounts which

capture our attention.

Authors
1. James Ross, who was born in 1801 and who died in
1878, wrote a biography of his father Reuben Ross which was
published posthumously in 1882. This volume reveals intimate
details of 1life in North Carolina which led to the decision
to leave home and friends and to set forth upon that trail
which led to the Cumberlands.

The 6th of May, 1807, was set for the commencement of
the journey, on which day all were to meet at a deserted
Episcopal church in a pine forest West of Williamson, and
there pitch our tents for the first time. Several other
families had concluded to emigrate with us. Among these was
that of our uncle, Charles Cherry. In those olden times,
the emigrant that left Carolina or Virginia hardly ever
expected agaln to see those from whom they parted, especially
1f somewhat advanced in years. The great distance, inter-
vening mountains and rivers, the difficult roads and the
cruel savages that roamed in and around the new country,
forbade the indulgence of this hope. They parted much as
those do who part at the grave.

The children and the negroes that were along kept up
our spirits pretty well by thinking and talking about Cumbers
land, the name of the beautiful new world we were to find at
the end of our journey. We loved to hear the word pronounced,
and when journeying on toward 1t, 1f a stranger asked us to
what parts we were going, we answered proudly, "To Cumberlande
We always lost heart though a little when told there were no
shad or herrings, chincapins, huckleberrles, or pine knots to
kindle fires with in this beautiful county. The negroes made

"
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a serlous matter of the pine knot question, and thought the
lack of those a great draw back to any country, however blest
in other respects =-- even on Cumberland i1tself .22

2¢ = 3¢ A. V. and W. H. Goodpasture, proud of their
heritage, wrote an interesting biography of their father.

In  the blography of Jefferson Dillard Goodpasture, by
his sons, A. V. and W. H. Goodpasture, it is sald that after
his admission to the bar in Overton County, he made a tour of
the southern countles of Tennessee and north Alabama "singing
geography," as well with a view to replenishing his almost
exhausted means as for the purpose of;rosgecting for a loca-
tion in which to practice his profession.<3

4, Seldom does a father record the 1life of his child,
but the memorial by J. B. Killebrew after the death in 1895
of his two-year-old daughter Meta 1s fraught with pathos.

In his own words he reveals: "I wrote a little memorial of
her which was published by Rand—McNally and Company of Chicago."24

J. B. Klllebrew is also author of a blography of the

great railroad industriallist who contributed so much to the

development of Tennessee. The Life of James C. Warner25:ig g

result of intimate association of the two men, both interested

in the progress of the state of Tennessee.

22, James Ross, The Life and Times of Elder Reuben Ross,
pe 91. Philadelphia: Grant, Faires, & Rodgers, 1882,

23, Will T. Hale and Dixon L. Merritt, History of Tennes=-
see, p. 271. Chicago and New York: The Lewis Publishing Co,,

1913,

24, J. B. Killebrew, "Recollections of My Life," p. 297.
Clarksville: 1896; typed 1950.

o5, Lucian Lamar Knight, editor, Library of Southern
Literature, Vol. 15, p. 239. Atlanta: The Martin & Hoyt Co.f 1910.
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S5« One professional writer in this category as
blographer is Allen Tate. Known for his work in almost every
literary field, Tate was early recognized for his outstanding
biography Stonewall Jackson, published in 1928. This in turn

was followed by & bilography of the controversial and little-
understood Jefferson Davis. Only recently, Tate has added to

these two Southern figures of history a third, Robert E. Lee.

Thus after more than a score of years he has given to his
readers the third man revered by the South and accredited
with influence throughout the nation.

Of the second of these biographies H. S. Commager says:

Mr, Allen Tate's portralt =-- it can be called a
biography -- 1s a strikingly thoughtful and artistic work.
It is a study of Jefferson Davis, President of the Confederacy,
for with the earlier Davis Tate is not concerned. His study
then becomes to a large extent a re-interpretation of the
Civil War and the role Davis played in that tragedy. It 1s
a study that must excite the admiration and the wonder of the
more professional historian. There 1s about 1t an extraordi-
nary freshness, a veracity, a sureness that none of the other
biogrgghers of Davis, with the exception of William E. Dodd,
have,

6. The biography, John Brown: the Making of a Martyr,

by Robert Penn Warren received favorable comment in spite of
the manner in which he handled the controversial central
figure. As a Southernmer he has been accused of being blased

in his concepts of the leading character, but F. L. Robbins

reports on the workmanship:

26, H. S. Comnmager, New York Herald Tribune, Book
Section (September 29, 1929), P+ 26.
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Robert Penn Warren shows the diligence of research,
the desire to reach a general audience, the care Br details
of background and chronology which have become familiar in
the work of many young writers who find blography a stimu-
lating and profitable field of effort.27

7o We Po Titus has presented bilographies filled with
genealogical, soclal, and economic facts of more than one
hundred and fifty citizens of Clarksville. Many of these
individuals were living at the time of publication of Pictur=

esque Clarksville in 1887.

8. Will T. Hale as co-guthor with Dixon L. Merritt
prepared bilographles of approximately two hundred citizens of

Montgomery County. These are printed in History of Tennesseé,

an eight-volume commentary on the entire state. As they are
neither alphabetized nor organized as to counties the indi=-
viduals are not easlly identified as citizens of this area.

9. The autobiography of a citizen of Montgomery County
is seldom found. Personal recollections are seldom recordedj
in print. As one grows older and looks back upon his years
of activity he evaluates his actions, seeks a listener, and
entertains those who are free to share his leisure. He may
be reluctant to impose upon others his ideas, his thwarted
hopes, his unfulfilled dreams.

Fortunately J. B. Killebrew left a family and personal

record in manuscript which has been typed and bound in two

o7. F. L. Robbins in Outlook (November 13, 1929),
Ps 153,
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volumes. These pages, 685 in number, are filled with

reglonal, personal, and cultural information, an ideal source

for research into the domestic and political 1life of this

notable figure of Tennessee,

The preface unfolds his intent in writing these pages:

These recollections of my 1life are written for my
children In moments of rare leisure and without time for
revision or careful correction. They are not intended for
the eye of the public. The time has not yet come when any
part of them should be publishede o o« &

I trust that my posterity may always be actuated by
the highest principles of truth, honor, justice, wisdom,
morallity and religion. Money floats many worthless persons
but 1t cannot give character or intellect.

With a deep love for all my children and with a hope
that no one of them, or their descendants, will ever be
gullty of anything if living would humiliate me or cause me
to bow mg head in shame, I commend them to their country and
to GOdoz

|
|

28, Killebrew, op. cit., p. 1.
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D. History

Introduction: The history of a community is given

factually In records and documents of the courts, churches,
educatlonal Institutions, and fraternal orders. Many resi-
dents, descendants of soldiers of the Revolution, live upon
land originally granted to those defenders of usurped freedoms.
From family records and family lore much may be learned.

There have been many accounts of events which have
occurred in this Interesting sectlon of Tennessee. Seldom
has a county contributed more to its state than has Montgomery
County, and this fact has been recognized by historians
since the Clarksville Republic was formed in 1785, At that
time a convention was held for the purpose of determining wha%
the settlers should do relative to a form of government
following the cession act of North Carolina. "They appointed
a 'court! and asserted their right to make laws not repugnant
to those of Congress. And this tiny republic, smallest of
all the Tennessee republics, maintained its position for

about two years."Z?

A complete history of this area has never been written}
Certain historians have recorded particular events and occa-

sions; books dealing with Tennessee history and the War Between

the States contain many references to incldents which occurred

29, TFoster and Roberts, op. cit., Dp. 118.
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within this community,.

Historlans
1. Albert V. Goodpasture, eminent historian and
former clerk of the Supreme Court of Tennessee, was co-author

with William Robertson Garrett of History of Tennessee, a

well-written and comprehensive record of the state prior to
1900,

Earlier, Goodpasture had written a History of Overton

County, 1875; it was upon this thesls that his Master's

Degree was authorized by the University of Tennessee. This
history of his native county was later followed by a record

of hls adopted county, Early Times in Montgomery Countye.

William E. Beard stated: "Historical research and

writing were to him, not simply hobbies, but sources of

recreation at which he never wearied."S0

His interest extended into the early days of the

Indian, and his authoritative Indian Wars and Warriors of

the 01d Southwest appeared in serial form in the American
31

Historical Magazine.

A. V. Goodpasture, a thorough investigator and most
competent historian, in his "Paternity of Sequoyah," advances
the contention that, after his hunting trip, Gist (Nathaniel)
went to the Cherokee town on the Little Tennessee River and

30, William E. Beard, "Blography of Albert Virgil
Goodpasture, 1855-1942," Tennessee Historical Quarterly, Vols

2, Pe 5%« March 1943,

31, Ibid., p. 56.
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there formed a temporary alliance with a Cherokee malden in
1760-61, the result of which was the birth of the great
Sequoyah 32

In 1903 Goodpasture contributed elghteen pages of
data, "A Dictionary of Netable Tennesseans," which appeared

in the American Historical Magazine of April 1903.

Many other articles have come from the pen of Good-
pasture. Widely read were the reports on the "Founding of
Clarksville" as they appeared in the local newspapers in
May and Juné, 1934, at the time of the celebration of Clarks-
ville's sesquicentennial.

2. Dr. Gene Juneau Morrow, at the time of the sesqui-

centennial, compiled the very Interesting Historical Notes

for publication in the local newspaper and in booklet form.

3¢ Will T. Hale, former member of the Clarksville
Bar, was later co-author with Dixon L. Merritt of the compre;
hensive eight-volume History of Tennessee. Thils history
contributes much information of the perlod prior to statehood,
records the events after that time, and has several volumes
of blography. Included in the blographical sketches are
those of approximately two hundred men and women of Montgomery
County. Unfortunately these names are not arranged in
alphabetical order, nor are they designated by counties. Only

a complete reading or a familiarity with the names of the

32, From Chronicles of Oklshoma, Vol. I, p. 121, quoted
in Tennessee Historical Soclety, East Publications, No. 5, ps 44.
Knoxville: 1983. |
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individuals could contribute to identification with the local
SCEeNne.

4. There are many brochures and articles written con-
cerning the War Between the States and the asctivities of the

various regiments mustered from this county. One of these

volumes, A History of the Confederate Monumental Association,

combines elements which first caused these men to dedicate
their lives to the fight for freedom of decision and later
to accept the responsibillities left to the living.

A land that could forget her own sons who, at a former
day, responded to her call and lost their lives in defense of
principles then held dear, is a land whose people must be
intrinsically base. And if the cause for which those sons
contended perished with them then the fallure to cherish ‘
thelr memories becomes doubly dishonorable, for then the fame
and good name of the dead must rest alone in the keeping of
thelr survivors, and those who once shared their convictions.
Upon these it devolves as a sacred duty to defend the lost
cause against traducers, to uphold the motives of their fallen
comrades, and to transmit as worthy of emulation the story of
their virtue, their courage, and their sacrifices to posterity.

e o o There was one duty, however, which in the opinion
of the survivors and of the people of this community took
precedence even over this obligation to build an enduring
monument to the dead. It was to provide for the destitute
widows and children of those who had fallen. Bravely our
people undertook this work. They were themselves impoverished.
The cruel experience of the war had deprived many of them of
their homes and of the means with which to make a living. The
battered survivors of the conflict were in many instances
maimed for life or found themselves at the end of the war
shattered in health. No pensions awaited these brave men. No
friendly government extended to them its protection. « » o2 i

33

33. A History of the Confederate Monumental Associatlon,
p. 11. Clarksville: (m. 1.), 1893.

34, Ibid., De 19.
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These are perhaps the words of the secretary of the
Confederate Memorigl Committee, Micajah H., Clark, who had
served as the last acting Treasurer of the Confederacy.
Clark, the personal friend of Jefferson Davis, had served as
chief and confidential clerk to Davis, the President of the
Confederacy. In later years Davis was a frequent visitor in
the home of Clark as when en route to visit his birthplace
at Falrview, K.entucky.35

S5e lMirs. Caroline Meriwether Goodlett, early resident
of Montgomery County and founder of the Unit ed Daughters of
the Confederacy, was one of three ladies authorized to write
the history of that organization. Three years later, in 1909,
this fifty-two page booklet was published.56

6. The First Century of Library History in Tennessee,

1813-1913, by Mrs, John Trotwood Moore, records the contri-
bution of Mrs. Lula B. Epperson of Clarksville. Mrs. Epperson
as state librarian, 1901-1903, purchased the first steel

files to house the new card catalogue, and in her report she |
attached an informative hisbry of the state library and the

laws governing 1t.37

35, Cherles M, Meacham, A History of Christian Count§,
1780-1930, p. 213. Nashville:’ HMaTshall and Bruce Company, 1930.

t Publications, No.
36. Tennessee Historical Society, Eas 11 p
20, p. 120, Knoxville: East Tennessee Historical Society, 1948.

Y, No
. ee Historical Society, East Publications, No.
16, p. ?3, iﬁgiziile: Tast Tennessee Historical Soclety, 1944.
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7. Robert T, Quarles, native of Mont gomery County and

son of James M. Quarles the noted jurlst, became a member
of the Tennessee Historical Society in 1871. He was its
librerlan In Nashville for many years end has justly been
called "the father of the present 'Archives System of the
State.!"38

8¢ Personal recollections provide interesting material
for study and interpretation. Among the interesting booklets
is that of G. H. Slaughter, Stage Coaches and Railroads. The

recollections turn back to 1847 when Mr. Slaughter found
employment in a Nashville book store for a salary of $75.00 a
years

Later as agent and operator of the stage lines out of
Nashville he obtained the information recorded in this
booklet. One of the sixteen lines operating out of the city
was the Clarksville-Hopkinsville line of which he reports.
These were four-horse coaches, carrylng the United States
mails, and making three trips per week each way. The distance
to Hopkinsville was seventy-six mlles; the trip required abou£
twenty hours. The fare from Nashville to Clarksville was $4.00,
and from Neshville to Hopkinsville was $6.00. Beyond Hopkins-
ville the lines extended to the Ohio River towns with fares

being at a similar mileage rate .5

38, Hale and Merritt, op. cit., p. 1841,

39, G. H, Slaughter, Stage Coaches and Rallroads.
Nashyille: Hasslock and Ambrose, 1894.




42

Mr. Slaughter adapted himself to the changing times;
he became assoclated with the N. C. and St. L. Railroad and
had the distinction of selling the first railroad ticket in
Nashville.40

9. History is made by men in the medical profession,
and the record of those deeds is often hidden in medical
reports. However, S. R. Bruesch has recorded the early
activities of a great physician and surgeon who served this
community during his later years. Of Dr, Daniel F. Wright
as Instructor in the Memphis Medical College and of the many
papers and demonstrations giwen by him much has been written:

Dr. Wright was a prolific writer of scientific articles:
fourteen have been located between the years 1852-1860, his
Memphis period. They cover a wide range of subjects but the |
most Interesting are his articles on medical education .4l

Dr. Wright moved to Nashville in 1859 where he became

editor of the Nashville Medical Record. In 1861 he was

appointed surgeon of the Fourteenth Tennessee Infantry and
joined the Montgomery County troops who were in Virginia at
that time.%2 Following the war, as a resident of Clarksville,
he "gratuitously bestowed his professional skill and attentlon

upoh the inmates of the [Tennessee Confederate Orphad]Asylum:"45

40. Hale and Merritt, op. cit., pe. 1443.

« R, ch, M. D., "Early Medical History of
Memphis%lislg-lgel?ﬁugf 64. 'The West Tennessee Historical

Society Papers, 1947-1950, No. 1T, 1948.

4%, Titus, op. cit., p. 118e
43, Tbid., De T7s
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10. The history of a community would be incomplete

without a record of the educational Institutions of the area.
Publlished reports have recorded the early educators in the
city and county, but it remained for Waller Raymond Cooper

to complle an amazing history of the institutions of higher

learning.

W. R. Cooper, Chairman of the Department of History
at Southwestern at Memphis and a lifelong student of Southern
history, reviews that institution and its predecessors in
Clarksville.

Of the service, strength, and stability of Southwestern
Presbyterian University at Clarksville the preface states:

The plans of the founders of Southwestern Presbyterian
University had been bold, vigorous, and enlightened. That
they could not be carried out fully at Clarksville was due
to the very conditions of Southern life that war and defeat
createds The history of the college until its removal to
Memphis is, at first glance, the depressing chronicle of
fallure: fallure due to economilc distress, to recurring
panics, and to a tendency toward obscurantism in the Church
itself.

But it would be an error to read the history of those
decades merely as a record of fallures. The handicaps under
which the college operated can be explained by "natural"
causes: natural both in the theological and in.the human
meaning of the word. What cannot be so explained is its
success in surviving at all. This is attributable to the
remarkable vitality of the institution, . . . It 1s difflcult
to think of anything more typically Southern than this
achievement by a small group, not known outside their own
community, unaided by funds from Northern foundations, but
determined to work as individuals in the rebuilding of the

cultural 1ife of their area.44

44, Cooper, op. cite, PD. i-11.,



44
1l. A former student at Southwestern in Clarksville,

Shields McIlwaine, is author of that historical and plcturesghe

volume, Memphis Down in Dixle. Of this book Scott Adams

stated: "Author's breezy and entertaining style stimulates
interest throughout. A worthwhile informal cultural history ,"45
In the bulletin from Virginia Kirkus' Bookshop Service
one reads of this volume, "A vivid, appealing portrait which
captures the reality and charm of the city and its people."46

McIlwaine is also author of The Southern Poor-White;

a history of the poor-white in literature from the time of
William Byrd to the present.

In The Southern Poor-White there i1s this statement:

In the volume, the author tries to tell the social
story of the poor-whites and then to show its literary
treatment In different periods. Thus the method employed is
social interpretation in narrative form rather than the con-
ventional argument and literary analysis of literary history.
Literary considerations have been limited to the changes and
additions 1n period-handlings which cumulate in the complete
social portraiture of the po' buckra in literature.

12, The only comprehensive history of Clarksville 1s

Picturesque Clarksville by William P. Titus. This volume of

more than five hundred pages contains records and recollections
of the early citizenry of the city. There are many pages of

biography of figures of the past as well as accounts of those

45, Scott Adams, Library Journal (March 15, 1948), p. 48.

46, Xirkus (February 1, 1948), p. 16.

47, Shields McIlwaine, The Southern Poor-White, p. XXV,
Normen: University of Oklahoma Press, 1939.
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who were contemporaries of Titus. The Appendix records events

of Clarksville and its part in the War Between the States.
For reference and research there is no better source of
material dealing with Clarksville.

13. A former teacher in the New Providence school,
Miss Jewel Nolen, compiled data on that interesting town
using many original sources of material in "New Providence
end Its Story" (1941). She was fortunate in her choice, for‘
many people interviewed were residents who could recall
incidents of the War Between the States and subsequent events.
It is to be regretted that other communities have been denied
such recognition because of the lnertia of their reésidents.

14, Although & city directory is intended for current
interest 1t becomes history as the years pass. The first

Clarksville Directory, 1859-60, contains an extended sketch

of the city as written by W. R. Bringhurst.*® Tnis early
history is probably the first ever printed by a local

publisher. However, The Tennessee Gazetteer, published In

Nashville in 1834, had presented many facts regarding this
thriving river port.
Other city directoriles and reports have appeared from

year to year but 1t was not until the pending Tennessee

48, W. R. Bringhurst, "clarksville," William's

Clarksville Directory, 1859—60, pp. 2 - 20, Clarksville:
C. 0. Faxon, 1859
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sesquicentennial celebration that the local historical
society consldered the publication of a county history.

In 1946 Mrs. P. P. Claxton, chairman of the program
coomittee of the Montgomery County Historical Society, re-
ported that the history of Montgomery County was being pre-
pared for publication although it had not yet come from the
press.49 Nor has 1t come into being at this date, 1954,

Perhaps a reactivation of this historical society
will be attempted at a later date. It 1s hoped that this
will result in compilation of adequate and appropriate
material for a publication commensurate with the quality of

service rendered by those residents of the past.

49, Tennessee Historical Quarterly, Vol. V. (June
1946), 189,
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E. Oratory

Introduction:t The men who came into the wilderness

of central Tennessee were not 11literate: they were educated
in the manner of men of their time. Education in the classics
was out of place in the wilderness, but the growing nation
requlired a depth of understanding of one's fellow man and of‘
the manner of his responses. Pioneer life, far from the
central government of colony or state, made necessary a self=-
reliance and a sense of responsibility that were to produce
many statesmen and public servants,

The stump speaker was to replace the orator, and in
turn was to be replaced by the professional politician. The
limited audience of a century and a half ago, limited by
travel-distance and by hearing-area, was to become boundless,
for television and radio broadcasts were to provide unlimited
audiences,

The skill with which the early orator was able to
inform and to convince his hearers was at its height 1n the

deep-toned voices of the jurist and legal lights of the early

years of this communitye.

Orators and Other Political Figures
State Executive, Early
1. Willie Blount, governor of Tennessee from 1809 to

1815, returned to Montgomery County and did not resume practice
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"
of law. He seems to have taken up farming and writing a

history of Tennessee, which was never published."50

1

"Probably no Governor of Tennessee has been more
generally or more favorably known among his contemporaries."5l

Blount's Catechetical Exposition of the Constitution of the

State of Tennessee for use in the schools was published prior

52
to 1804. As a trustee of Blount College and of Cumberlend |

College (later the University of Nashville) he further
demonstrated his interest in education.53 He served as a
member of the state constitutional convention in 1834, offer-
ing many practical Improvements because of his knowledge of
the previous constitution. His legislative messages,54 when
governor, bespeak intelligence, interest, concern and under-

st anding .

United States Legislative
In the leglislative branch of the United States governQ

ment, where the persuasive volces of the representatives from

|

50, John W. Green, Lives of the Judges of the Supreme
Court, 1796-1947, p. 24. Knoxville: Archer and Smith, 1947,

51. Joshua W. Caldwell, Bench and Bar of Tennessee, P.
3l. Knoxville: Ogden Brothers & Co., 1898.

52, Hale and Merritt, ope cit., De 409.
53, Foster and Roberts, OD. cit., p. 1l4l.

Governors of
54, Robert H. White, Messages of the Gov orx of
Tennessee, 1796-1821, pp. 277-441. Nashville: The lennessee
Historical Commission, 1952.
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the Volunteer State rang through the halls of Congress,
Montgomery County held a claim which she satisfied with her
choice of speakers versed in al]l the elements of oratory and
logice

1e Parry W. Humphreys, elected to represent his
district 1in the Congress for the term of 1813-1815, was the
first of a long list of local lawyers who served their nation
In 1ts legislative department.,

2. Hewas succeeded in this august body by James B,
Reynolds, who was elected for the term of 1815-1817 and
again for the term of 1823-1825, An Irishman by birth, an
ardent politiclan, pro=Clay and antl-Jackson, he was known
locally as "Count™ Reynolds for his courteous manner impressed
all with whdm he came in contact. However, he was the center
of an Interesting anecdote concerning Jackson's visit to
Clarksville following defeat in the Presidential race against
John Quincy Adams.

He [Reynolds] was a life-long friend of Henry Clay,
whose eloquence reminded him of the greatest of old Ireland's
oratorse « o o After General Jackson's defeat in his first
Presidential aspiration, he was invited to New Orleans by
his political friends, and on his way stopped at Clarksville
to partake of a public dinner tendered him by the people.
Count Reynolds presided as chairman, and sat at the head of
the table, with General Jackson on his right. Before the
festivities closed, but after wine had been introduced and
the general had retired, the Hon. A; M. Clayton, regently A
from Virginia, offered as a toast, "The Hon. Henry Clay, o

Kentue t odern Ahithophel: may his councils be turned
Into fggiisﬁgegs." The Count, whose glass was filled ready

to be drank:bicL and who felt what he had already taken,
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t
ig“;g:is?ly"gﬁggied hls glass upon the floor, and said with
emp t. me if I drink that toast." The table was
in great excltement and adjourned in great confusion.55

S¢ = 4. In the interim between the terms of Reynolds

Congress, t
in Congress, there appeared George W. L. larr, 1817-1819,
and Henry H. Bryan of Palmyra, 1819-1823., These men continuel
in the tradition being established by members of the local
bar elected to the Congress. Thus from the year 1813 through
1825, Montgomery County supplied the representative from the
distrlict; however, Dickson County sent a representative
during the years 1825-1829, only to be succeeded by Mont gomery
County in 1829-1837 in the person of Cave Johnson.

S5+ The name of Cave Johnson is known alike in national
and local circles. He served well his state and nation,
having been appointed to President Polk's cabinet as the first
Postmaster General. Gustavus A. Henry wrote of hims

e o o he was the Attorney General for this Judicial
District, « « o and was a terror to evil doers. He was always
a persuasive, earnest and eloquent speaker, and a hard man to
manage, as I chance to know, in debate; and in the conclusion

of a case in ggurt or a debate before the people, was almost
irresistible.

Johnson, who served from 1829 to 1837, was succeeded
by a representative from Robertson County during 1837-1839,
but was returned to Congress for three terms, 1839-1845.

6. Lucian B. Chase, law partner of Wiley B. Johnson,

55 Titus, ope cite, PPe 16-17.
56. Ibido, ppo 18‘190
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then accepted the stewardship, and served from 1845-1849.

"Though & man of ordinary talents, he was systematic in the
plens he laid, and carried them out with vigor, and
evidentaly [Bid had his eye upon Congress from the beginning."57
Before the explration of his term in Congress he had married
in New York, and thereafter did not return to Tennessee.

7+ During the preceding thirty-six years Montgomery
County had furnished the Congressman thirty of the years.
There now came a decade in which other countles of the dis-
trict supplied the representative; but as war became Imminent
a member of the Clarksville bar again was called to serve,
this time in the person of James M. Quarles, for the term
1859-1861.

Of the work of Quarles, when judge in the criminal
court in Nashville, it has been saild, "His work on the Criminal
Law in Tennessee is a text book of the highest authority both
among the bench and bar."58

8. The years following the War Between the States
found many local members of the bar at work in thelr own
community, and it was not until John Ford House was elected

to Congress for the years 1875-1883 that another local repre-

sentative served his nation. He was the last of the local

representatives; since his term expired there has been no

57, Ibid., De 29
58. Hale and Merritt, OD. cits, Do 261e
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Congressman from this county.

Of his membership in Congress it was said:

While not ambitiously frequent in speech from the
floor, from his first effort he always commanded the attention
and Interest of the body, and his participation in brief
current debates was always pointed and forcible. His more
formal speeches were always full expositions of the subject,
pregnant with thought and suggestion, expressed in vigorous

and eloquent diction, and delivered with the animation and
fervor of the genuine orator.59

House was one of the most eminent orators of his day,
serving not only in a political capacity but as a speaker at
many commemorative events. Many notable speeches were de-
livered during his Congressional service; he also dellvered
eulogies on George S. Houston of Alabama and Benjamin He
Hill of Georgla, who died while members of the United States
Senate.60

9, To the names of the eight who had served as repre=-
sentatives we add one, James E. Balley, who was elected to
the Senate to £111 the vacancy caused by the death of Andrew
Johnson. Balley served for the years 1877-1881. During his
term in the Senate he acquitted himself well.

e s T T s St
body. His speech in favor of bi-metalism and the restoration

of the silver dollar to the currency, was universally regarded
as replete with information and unanswerable in its con-

clusions .61

59, Titus, Ope. cite, Do 261 .

60. Ibid., pe 262
61. Ibid., De 40.
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It was the custom of the times that when a man of
distinguished ability and virtue died, his friends and the
public met to glve expression to the emotions of the com-

munity. In the Clarksville Tobaceco Leaf of January 5, 1886,

were recorded the words of Judge Horace H. Lurton in reference

to the late Hon. James E. Bailey:

The graphic clearness of his statements, the simple )
logic of his style, the directness of his alms, the sense of |
sincere earnestness that he impresses upon his hearers, ‘
placed him without the mere graces of oratory fairly among |
the powerful and successful of speakers.62 I

Bailey was at the bar in 1850. Of him at that time
McKellar has sald:

He was then, and continued as long as he practiced,
1ts leader, and to him and Major Henry, Cave Johnson and

others the Clarksville Bar was indebted for distinguished ‘
courtesy that had made it remarkeble throughout the State.53 |

Tennessee Supreme Court Judges
|
served as Judges of the Tennessee Supreme Court. These were

In State affairs six jurists from Montgomery County

Willie Blount, Parry W. Humphreys, William L. Brown, James

0. Shackleford, Horace H. Lurton, and William B. Turley. |
Qualities of oratory required of the judge and the statesmen
are similar in many respects, but logic rather than eloquencg

may characterize the report from the bench.

62, Kenneth McKellar, Tennessee Senators, p. 38l.
Kingsport: Kingsport Press, Inc., 1942.

63, Ibid., pPe 385.
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1. In April, 1796, Willie Blount was elect
Legislature as one of the Judges of the Super}or gguzzstgg
Lev and Equity. Apparently the Judicial toga did not suit
him, for most legal historians record that he resigned the
same year of his election and that court records do not
disclose any opinion as having been delivered as s Judge .64

2. Parry W, Humphreys' service on the Supreme Court
bench for the years 1807-1809 brought recognition to him, fof

his must have been a convincing manner and a skillful approa&h

in time when mediatlon and compromise were necessary. In |
I

1815, he was appolnted one of the commissioners from Tennessee

to meet the commissioners from Kentucky to settle the disputdh
I

made when the continuation of the colonial lines between :

boundary line between the two states.®® The error had been j

|

Virginla and North Carolina had been surveyed erroneously. |

I
|
|

This commission was unable to effect a solution, but the worﬁ
|

done by the commission bore frult at an early date. L
1

I\
A permanent memorial to this great jurist is found ”

in the name of Humphreys County, established in 1809, whose |

county seat Waverly was so named because of hls fondness for{

the Waverly novels of Sir Walter Scott .56

|
i |
3, William L. Brown was the son of Dr. Morgan Brown }
1
who ceme from South Carolina in 1796 and settled on the |

Cumberland River in Montgomery County. Here he founded the ;

64, White, ope. cit., De 274 |
65 Gr'een, ODe Cit., Pe 56

66. Ibide, Pe 57e
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town of Palmyra, the first port of entry west of the Allegheny

Mountains.67

William L. Brown served in the Supreme Court for the
term 1822-1824. He had earlier served his state, having been
appointed by Gov. McMinn as one of the two commissioners to
effect the final compromise with Kentucky to retain the line
accepted in the 1779 survey.68 It is well that the correct
latitude line was not adopted for "This line would have I
passed south of the town of Clarksville."®® Tennessee now |
required the utmost skill of her diplomatists to obtain the
advantageous position she had occupied for many years and toh
ald her in retaining the vast area, more than 2500 square
miles, which had it not been for errors would have been a
part of Kentucky. The diplomacy and tact of the commissione#s

preveiled, and finally on February 2, 1820, the ten-point |
70

|
treaty was effected. ‘

Judge Jo. C. Guild states:

Brown possessed one of the finest Intellects in
America., In argument and in knowledge of law he was the ,
peer of any man that Tennessee produced. He was the author of
the celebrated Statutes of Limitations of_ 1819 which gave

repose to the land titles of the country.’l

67. Ibid., De 77

68, White, op. cit., DPDe 557-559.

« I ee. 01d and New, 1796-1946, pp. 416-417. |
Nashvilgzz T§2n§22nessee Historical Commission and Tennessee
Historical Soclety, 1946.

70, White’ 09. Cito, Pe 556.
71, Green, 0ps Cibey, PP 77=78+
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4., James 0, Shackleford, Clarksville resident from the

1830's until 1865, was after the War Between the States
appointed to the state supreme court, Level headed and even
tempered, he carefully weighed both sldes of a question
before deciding upon a course of action.

A Whig and later Republican, he favored a restoration |
of the right of franchise to the disfranchised Confederates.:
On thelr behalf he presented to the Leglslature a petition |
for rellef, signed by four thousand ciltizens, asking for
removal of their disabilities. This in 1868 was denied, but |
eventually in 1870 an end was put to carpet-baggers and re- |
construction in Tennessee.72

5. Horace H. Lurton entered into partnership with ﬁ
Quarles, Henry, Balley, and Charles G. Smith in 1878 in
Clarksville. "The Clarksville bar at that time was one of

the strongest in the State."’® Lurton served in the State

Supreme Court from 1886 to 1893 when he accepted the United
I
States Circuit Judgeship for the Sixth Congressional Distrilct;
l
this necessitated his resignation as Chief Justice of the

State Supreme Court. %
6., William B. Turley had an early law office In

720 Ibido, po 1610 ‘

73, John W. Green, Law and Lawyers, p. 80. Jackson: |
NeCowat-Mercer Press, 1950

74, Caldwell, OPe Cito, Pe 390,
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Clarksville, but later moved to Memphis. Judge Horace H,

Lurton said of him, "Perhaps Turley was the most brillisnt

judge we ever had." He served on the Supreme Court slmost

fifteen years, from 1835 to 1849,75

United States Supreme Court Justice
1. Horace H. Lurton was appointed by President Taft
as an assocliate justice of the Supreme Court of the United

States. He served from 1910 until 1914 when his death |

prompted the tribute In the resolutions:
d
His opinions are characterized by learning, concise-
ness and lucidity and are convincing witnesses of his justice,
wisdom, Industry and comprehensive grasp of legal princip%gs\

and constitute a great and enduring monument to his fame.
I
|

The resolutions passed by the Knoxville Bar stated:
"He possessed in the highest degree the combination of the |
essential judicial qualities: integrity, intellect, and :
indus'cr'y."v'7 |
: |
Federal and Confederate Judge
1. West H. Humphreys, son of an eminent father, Parry

W. Humphreys, served his state and community as well as his

nation., He was interested, in 1847, in the construction of

a rallroad between Nashville and Chattanooga, and 1t was 331#*

75. Green, Lives of Judges of the Supreme Court, p. 103.

76, Green, Law and Lawyers, De. 8l.

s of Judges O of the Supreme Court, Dp. 216.

7. Green, Lives
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". s+ o« he made a strong and earnest Speech in favor of bulld-

ing the road and extending 1t to Charleston."78 He served

as United States District Judge in 1853 ang thereafter for

several years.,

In 1861, ". . . when Jefferson Davis offersd him the

" - Il
position of Confederate Judge for Tennessee, he accepted the |
appointment without taking the trouble to resign his Federal
79 “
Judgeship."® For this service under a hostile government,

while still In the service of the United States, he was im- |
I\
peached by the House of Representatives of the United States,

was convicted and deposed by the Senate.80 He had been ‘

I

appointed to thls office by President Pier0681 and was now

||
treated with dishonor by the government he had served so well.

Previous to this service to hils nation and to the |
South he had been concerned with state duties. ™Judge |

Humphreys published from 1839-1851, eleven volumes of reports|
I

of the supreme court of Tennessee."

Confederate Congress

1. In the legislature of Kentucky, 1831-1833, and in |

78, Green, Law and Lawyers, De 22. \

790 Ibido' pn 250 “
80. Foster and Roberts, OD. cite., Pe 213, ‘

81. Hale and Merritt, Op. cit+, Do 390,

82. Ibido’ po 391‘ i
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the Tennessee legislature, 1851-1852, was an outstanding

personality, Gustavus A, Henry. He served his state later

as the first Senator from Tennessee to the Gonfederate Congress,

peing elected October 24, 1861.

Of his service to the Confederacy is stateds:

After the fall of Vicksburg and Por
the Mississippi River was virtual%y in thetpggg:ggio;ngfwgzgl
Federal forces, Mr. Davis called upon Senator Henry to make
a speech to the people from his high stand-point in the
Confederate Congress, for the purpose of Inspiriting them
and raising up their drooping minds in this, the darkest houn
of our struggle. Thils speech he delivered, so powerful
so full of fervid eloquence, that at its conclusion the’whole
Senate, the Cabinet and the President, who had honored the
occasion with thelr presence, were found in compact group
around the great orator, having been drawn, as they said, by
an irresistible power from their seats in the Senate chamber,
0f this speech Mr. Davis said: "Its reasoning was as power=-
ful as the thundering cataract, and its eloquence as inspiring
as the notes of the bugle sounding the charge, when the host
is gbout to join in the battle."83

Prior to this time 1t was the voilce of Henry which had
rung in the groves and halls where people had gathered to
learn of the events and consequences of the pre-secession
days when the fate of Tennessee hung in the balance.

In Clarksville the Hon. G. A. Henry was requested to
address the regular meeting of the Southern Rights Association

on April 16, 1861. At this time the Hon. J. C. Guild addressed

the i{mmense crowd for two hours.

y, and not withstanding
letely enchained the
nhour and & half, that ab

He was followed by Major Henr
the lateness of the hour, he so comp
attention of everyone present for an

83, Titus, op. cit., Pe 37
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times you could have heard g

pin dro
imuotoes, Mushad by LiT LanEin 30 2, o e et
burs B R curses, deep, loud, ang loﬁ were Ei
through the teeth of outraged freemen 8 ssed

would drench the country in the blood

It was on the evening or this assembly that the first

flag of the Confederacy was dlsplayed in Clarksville:
Before assembling at the Court H
ouse a numbe
citizens, headed by martial music and bearing the fiazfof the
Southern Confederacy, had marched through the principal

streets, awakening intense feeling wherever they went. This

::ilz?%sfirSt open display of the Southern flag in Clarks-

The following day a vast crowd assembled on the Public:‘
Square to call upon the governor for action now made necessary
by the attack upon the Southern states. "Major Henry then |
addressed the crowd in burning words of eioquence. « o« o No
pen can describe the maglc influence of his soul-stirring
words, voice and actlon."S®

This enthusiasm for State's Rights was in contrast to |
his earlier belief, for it was said that:

In 1860 he had addressed audiences in many cities of |
the North upon the question then distracting the country and |

absorbing public attention, urging in his most eloquent straips
the perpetuity of the Federal Union.87 |

84, Ibid., p. 26 Quoted from the Chronicle (April
19, 1861),

85, Ibid., p. 37. Quoted from the Chronicle (April
lg’ 1861) .

86. Ipbid., p. 3l. Quoted from the Chronicle (April
26’ 1861) °

87. John Flournoy Henry, The Henry Family, p. 120.
Louisville: John P. Morton & Co., 1900.
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1s quoted as having said that Henry was:

+ + » decidedly the most deligh
tful orat
Onetgg Egzg?gsg e%egﬁnt men of the s%ate. . Ta.OEGa:a:eiiO;:
as rator”, a title which h
without exception, say he richly deseri:dcg%temporariBS,

0. P, Temple

Like J. E. Balley, John House, and Cave Johnson,

advocates of Unionism, Henry heartily followed his state into
secession. Following the events in Clarksville in April, |
he advocated the formation of a military league with the

Southern states, ;

When Middle Tennessee speakers came into the eastern
end of the state, they were decidedly not welcomed by the
Knoxville Whig, which announced that "comparatively few
people will turn out to hear Foote, House, and Henry on their
speaking tours,"89 I

In snother 1ssue the Whig announced: "Gustavus A.

Henry, Governor Henry S. Foote, and John F. Hduse, all of f

Middle Tennessee, are now canvassing East Tennessee. . « to |

convince the people that we should secede."90

Of the attitude of citizens of East Tennessee we learn:
Il
These people loved the Unlon as heartlly as they
despised the philosophy of the slaveholder and the secession=
1st; and they could not be induced to renounce"their allegia%ce,
even by fire-eaters like William L. Yancey or "eagle orators
like Gustavus A. Henry who were sent among them.9 1

88, Foster and Roberts, op. cit., P. 256,
89, Tennessee Historical Society, No. 20, p. 76,

90. Ibid., P 76 ey

Unionism and Reconstruc tion
Chapel Hill: The University

91. James Welch Patton,
In Tennessee, 1860-1869, D+ 22
of Worth Carolina Press, 1934.
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Thus Henry had served his nation and his state, but

of his service to the Confederacy it was stateds:

The Confederate Senate w
The position was highly honorab

tions were madee. « « . There were great men in the S
but they had little or no opportunigy to display o; tgnate,

utilize thelr abllities, so that to Mr. H
opportunities for Which’he longed. 92 enry never came the

2s not a place to win renown.
le, but in it no great reputa=-

2+ Another of the Clarksville Bar served in the ‘
|
I
Confederate Congress. After Tennessee had formally seceded

and had become a part of the Confederacy, the Hon. John F. |

House was elected a member of the provisional Congress in

which he served until February, 1862, having declined to be

a candidate for the permanent Congress. He joined the activ§

forces of the army, but was ordered in 1864 to report fop h

duty as Judge Advocate of the military court in North Alabamﬁ;

and was there engaged until the termination of hostilities .93

Commemorative Occaslons |

1. The old Clarksville Bar had held a place of prestige,

second to none in Middle Tennessee, in 1ts accomplishments

end recognition. A review of the activities of its early

members is given in Plcturesque Clarksville as this tribute

94
was presented July 4, 1877, by CGustavus A. Henrye.

92, Caldwell, op. cit., p. 234.

93. Titus, CPe Cito, Pe 260

94, Ibid., DPe 15=30.
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2. The loecal neéwspapers and publications carried in

whole or in part many of the dedicatory addresses and memorials.

The Tennessee Confederate Orphanage on the Russellville

Road had been established to Serve as a haven for widows and

orphans of the Confederate dead. On the occasion of the

third annual meeting of the advisory organization in 1868,

the Hon. John F. House delivered the address which is publishéd

in its entlreiy in Plcturesque Clarksville. His first words‘

were

The ladies of Clarksville may well hail this as an
auspicious daye. Many of the men who perished in the cause
that 1s lost left pennlless orphans behind them, to the
cherity of those 1ln whose behalf they offered up their lives.
It was nobly resolved to provide an asylum where the helpless
children of these gallant men might find a refuge and a home.
« « o Religion and humanity both point to helpless orphanage,
and admonish us that we can not ignore its claims without
unique reflections here and disagreeable consequences here-
after. « « « But there are additional reasons which address
themselves with peculiar force to the Southern people in ,
behalf of the Confederate dead. They are the children of men
who died in a cause that had our full and hearty endorsement.

The graves where they sleep are very humble. No
government pours out its wealth to gather thelr dust into
magnificent cemeteries, adorned with all that taste and art
can contribute to beautify those cities of the dead. In the
deep bosom of the wild-wood, where human footsteps rarely
tread, many of them sleep the last sleep, with only nature
and solitude as companions of their dreamless rest. The
birds of the forest sing their morning and evening hymn above
their unrecorded graves. No ancestral oak shall ever throw
its welcome shadow above their heroic dust, and no monumental
marble sentinel the undiscovered spot where their ashes
repose, But they have monuments In hearts that are warmer
than marble, and homes in memories that will never cast them

OUts o o 495

95, Ibid., pp. 80-85.



64

« AT
3 €W years later, June 21, 1873, Greenwood Cemetery

was dedicated. At that time, after appropriate and mpressive

ceremonles by the Independent Order of 0dg Fellows, the
?
Knights Templars, uniformed and mounted on horseback, formed

a circle on the grounds allotted to the Confederate dead. It

was then that the ceremonies of the order took place.

Addresses were made by the Hon. G. A. Henry, the Hon.
John F. House, and the Rev. J. B. West, D. D. It is from |
the address of the Rev. J. B, West that one reads:

We are here today to consecrate these beautiful
grounds to our dead. As others have done we would set apart |
a spot of earth, to hold the "dust that once was love," and
engage art and wealth In its adornment. . . . The pearly dawn
will spread its rosy light over these white monuments, and |
leave a blessing behind it. The night and silence will
follow, and the moon and stars, with their mellow radiance,
will embalm this city of the dead, and will sit beside these
silent portals, keeping unwearied vigils, and patiently
awaiting the reaggearance of the dearly loved and the royal

guest of heaven. ;

4, The Hon. John F. House was invited to speak before |

I
other groups:

In May, 1880, at the centenniel celebration of the
founding of Nashville, he was selected to deliver the oratioq‘
at the unveiling of an equestrian statue of Andrew Jackson
erected on the grounds of the capitol, and in the presence of
the thousands assembled on the occ:asion, he pronounced an
eloquent eulogy on the character of the great soldier and

statesman.27

96, Ibid., De 94¢

97. Ibid., P 262 |
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Southwestern Presbyterian University Alumni
Oratory served the purpose of acclaiming the me rits
of indlviduals and occasions; it also served to obtain certain
objectives of educational advantage. Keen competition for
the location of the Presbyterian University aroused not only
the trustees of Stewart College but also the citizens of

Clarksville. When the board of Directors representing the

six Syncds met at Memphis on May 14, 1878, Clarksville was

|
chosen as the seat of the university in spite of keen compe-‘

tition from five other localities. This was in part atbtributed
to the ability of the speakers urging this site.

Clarksville had sent its most distinguished leaders;
and able speeches were made by Major G. A. Henry, Colonel
John F. House, Judge P. W. Humphreys, General W. A. Quarles,
and the Reverend J. W. Hoyt on behalf of Clarksville.98

Student life at Southwestern Presbyterian Universlty
during the seventies and eighties centered in the two literany
socleties, The Washington Irving and Stewart Societies.

Many alumni who were trained in the literary socletlies
during the early decades after the establishment of the Unl-
versity have testified not only to the thorough instructlon |
received in the class rooms during thelr stay in Clarksville,
but also to the valuable experience gained by them in the
serious work of the two literary societles. A surprising
number of the alumnl trained at Southwestern Presbyterian
University during the ssgenties and eighties achieved dis-

tinction in later life.

98, Cooper, op. cit., P 58.
99. Ibido, Pe 77 I
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Am
ong these alumni were Theodore Brantly, Chief Justice

of the Supreme Court of Montana; Judge W. M. Cox of the

litssisslippl Supreme Court; Judge John W. Green of Knoxvilles
>

Judge Thomas Jennings Balley, Associate Justice of the
Supreme Court of the Digtrict of Columbia; Thomas Watt
Gregory, Attorney General of the United States in President
Wilson's Cabinet; Preston C. West, Assistant Attorney General
of the United States in 1913; William C. Fitts, Assistant

Attorney General of the United States during World War I;
Senator Key Pittman of Nevada; Congressman Hugh S. Hersman oﬁ:

California; Judge William L. Frierson, Solicitor General of |

the United States, and many others. Those whose oratorical |
powers were applicable to the pulpit are too numerous to ‘
mention, sufficlent to say

{

e ¢« o« that the University furnished one-fifth of the |
ministers of the Southwestern Presbyterian Church and more |
than one-third of the ministers of that church in the Eggth-q
western section which the University primarily served. H

Will T. Hale, the historian, had indicated in 1913 the
5!

place of oratory in the American political scheme:

Oratory has become the distingulshing feature of I
American political 1ife. « « « To excel in writing or speaking

one must have time and opportunity to meditate. In other |
words, he must brood, to incubate fine words and noble
phrases., . . o the 1list of orators in Tennessee"grew apace,
until the public could indeed "point with pride" to the
eloquence of its statesmen.

100, Ibid., p. 78.
101. Hale and Merritt, Op. cit., p. 485,



67
P
erhaps the Opportunity for leisupe was a privilege
enjoyed by the members of the bar in the nineteenth century

and denied those of the twentieth, The day of oratory was

ended; the political addresses became of less importance; the
2

newspaper, radlo, and television entered the homes of the

people, and mass assembly was g thing of rarity.

State Executive, Late
l. It was not until Austin Peay occupied the office of
governor of Tennessee that the voice of a Clarksvillian was
heard agaln in the executive chambers. In his inaugural
address he expressed the sentiment and dedication appropriate
to that hour:

"I am determined," he said, "to be the governor of the
people, without distinction of class and to administer the |
trust with justice and courtesy to all. Let us forsake the |
bitterness of the past; the future beckons us with inviting |
arms. J1ts course 1is laid and its goal is decked with inviting
trophies., My prayer is to Providence for strength and vision
to keep my faith and to win the race.

Governor Peay as a speaker and writer impressed his |
|

public with his sincerity and depth of feeling. "Innately
religious, Governor Peay missed no opportunity to show his

gratitude for divine guidance. H1is Thanksglving proclamations

are among the finest of his state papers."103

102, T. H. Alexander, Austin Peay, p. 454, Kingsport:
Southern Publishers, 1949.

1030 Ibido, Pe 445‘
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T
he Thanksgiving proclamation of 1925, issued November

21 for Thursday, November 26, containeq these “impressive ideas:

Innumerable blessings. Th -
pass the centurles behind us with their heritage of liigr:zﬁre,

art, sclence and invention, and all the glorious traditions of
the past. And they compass, too, our radiant snd uplifted
hopes for the beckoning future. Who can value the blessings

of 1life, memory, character, love and friendship which have been
bestowed upon us? These never happened through any chance.

They witness the touch of a Divine 2
from our Creator., hand. These are the gifts

Aye, "The heavens declare the glory of God and &
firmament showeth His handiwork." . © 0 and the

S0, let us pause to praisé God from whom all blessings
flow. e o .104

Time has taken its toll of the great orators. These

were great in thelr power of persuasive interpretation; now
|

there are many who speak but seldom with clarity, conviction,
and the personal sense of responsibility to their public. Tﬁk
era of true oratory 1s gone; aswe look back upon the past and
give credit to those who have passed from the scene, we recog-

nize the truth of thls expression:

. « . for truthful and appealing are the words of Lord
Jeffrey. « « "There is something pious, we think, and endear=
ing the office of thus gathering up the ashes of renown that
has passed away, or, rather, of calllng back the departed
life of a transitory glow, and enabling those great spirits
which seemed to be laid forever, still to draw a tear of pity
or throb of admiration from the hearts of a forgetful

generation,"105

104. Ibido, Pe 446,
105, Hale and Merritt, OD. cit., Do 443,
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F. Journalism

Introduction:

r
The persuasiveness of the orator was

1imited to hls personal contact with an audience; frequently
such an audlence had assembled because of the desire to have
one's opinions substantiated or one's doubts clarified.
Within such an alerted audience there were those who had

assembled to awalt conviction and to become persuaded to

accept a new lidea,

|

However, the journalist of the early day held a more
powerful weapon in his hand when he took up his pen to write
in glowing terms and convincing manner. He was a power in
the community. The editor of a newspaper sought far and wilde
for adequate and skilled men to serve in the capacity of
political editor. Newspapers bore the names of political
parties; party lines were drawn taut at all times, political
fervor was always at white heat.

Montgomery County was the seat of great importance In
the Congressional District; many members of the local bar
were fiery orators, many were chosen to represent the District
in Congress. The local newspaper alded and served the
candidates in elections, as well as in explaining to the

constituents the policies and actions of their elected repre-

sentatives,
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Journalists

l. An early newspaper, the Rising Sun, 1s assumed to

have been published as early as 1808 by Francis Richardson,

g man of strict Integrity, systematic and painstaking in

nis course of 1ife,mL06

2. The United States Herald was being published at

Clarksville in July 1810, by Theoderick F. Bra.dford..lo'7 These
early publications give rise to the claim of the current

Clarksville Leaf-Chronicle as "Tennessee's Oldest Newspaper =

Established In 1808."

3¢ A copy of the Clarksville Chronicle of Wednesday,
January 21, 1818, 1s printed on four pages of paper eighteen
by twenty-four inches in size, with five columns of type.
This issue was Vole. IV, No., 33, indicating that this series
had begun in 1813. The Chronicle was "printed and published
by Wells and Peebles at two dollars a year in advance, or |
three dollars at the expiration of three months ."108

The Chronicle was made up llke a weekly, and printed
on coarse white paper in pica (large type). It was the
official organ for Robertson, Dickson, Humphreys, and Stewart

Counties. The first page held a three-column sketch in the

106, Titus, op. cit., P. 194,

i - i, Nashville:
107. Tennessee Imprints, 1793 1840, p. V
The Tennessee Historical Eecords Survey, May 1941.

108. Titus, ODe. Cito, Pe 147.
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form of a letter to Lady Besborough, glving an account of the

adventures, the wounding ang suffering, and the remarkable

escape and recovery of her brave son, Col. Pononby, a British

officer, on the battlefield of Waterloo. This issue had
several colums of Congressional reports on the financial
condition of the government. Advertisements of sales of
land, merchandlse, and slaves are noted. An obituary is
printed; fraudulent notes are reported; undelivered letters |
are advertised. Rorgign and domestic news 1is reported; |
intruders are warned against cutting timber; lost money is
sought; a reward is offered for the return of a runaway
Negro. Announcement is made of an Administrator to settle

an estate. Many items of a modern newspaper were displayed.

4, The Rough and Ready, a large double-medium paper |

established here in support of General Zachary Taylor for

the Presidency, was published by Messrs. A. and F. Rdberts.lqg
5. In 1848, the publishing materials of the Roberts'

plant were purchased by Ewing P. M'Ginty, editor and

legislator., He published the tri-weekly Chronicle, which

for lack of patronage was discontinued in about six months.

Shortly thereafter he became editor-in-chief of the True Whig,

110
a leading daily published by McKinny & Company of Nashville.

109, Ibide., De 196
110, Ibid., pe. 196.
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edltor of the Green River Whig, a
weekly published in Hopkinsville, burchased the Chronicle
from M'Ginty in June, 1849

60 Ro WQ Thomas,

» and In July took charge of its

editorial department. He remained both editor and proprietor

until October 1, 1857, when he dlsposed of this property to
Neblett & Grant. He remained with this new organization,
serving as political editor until the outbreak of the war,
and again after hostilities had ceased he resumed his duties,
Following hils death on April 22, 1876, a public meeting was
held on April 28. At that time an expression of appreciation
of his services and respect for his memory prompted formal
resolutions.111
7. For a brief interval Thomas W. Beaumont served as
local edltor of the Clarksville Chronicle. Beaumont, educated
et Transylvania University, Lexington, Kentucky, graduated
in 1848 or 1849, but pursued literary occupations rather than
the profession for which he trained. He was not admitted to
the local bar until 1855. However, he soon began to write
for the local newspapers before 1858 when he was Invited to
become editor of the Nashville Basnner, the leading Whig paper
in the state., He was a fine writer, a very ambitlous person,
one trained in law and well fitted for the position of |

political editor. Bub, he entered the service of the Confede-

112
Tacy when the opportunity arose and died at Chickamauga.

——

111. Ibid., pp. 198-201.
1325 Ibido, Pe 28
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G. G. Poindexter, who was admitted to the bar in

1852, was an accomplished scholarp and writer.,

8.

In 1857, he
was offered the editorial chair ip the Union and American
’

the leading Democratic newspaper in the state, 19 It was
singular that two young men from Clarksville should hold such
important posts with rival newspapers in Nashville at this
ecritical time,

9+ Daniel F. Wright, M.D., was the immediate successonp
of R« W. Thomas, deceased.!14 His services with Neblett & |
Grant continued until Jenuary 1, 1878, when J. A. Grant sold‘
his interest to W. P. Titus. The name of Neblett & Titus
contlnued at the masthead of the Chronicle until J. S. Neblett
retired, leaving Mr., Titus as sole owner.

10. W. P. Titus continued to publish the Chronicle,
now greatly improved from every point of view. The first
Chronicle was printed on a "Ramage" press, similar to the
one used by Benjamin Franklin, whiéh has wooden uprights to
sustain the bed and platen, whille the ink was put on the
type by a boy who used large round balls made of some kind of
soft fabric, and two impressions on each side of the paper

were required to complete the printing. This was one of the

Dresses constructed by Adam Ramage, who came from Scotland

113, Ibid., D 28
114, Ibid., p. 201.
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Philadelphia ab
N g out 1790. The Chronicle was next printed

on the Smith press, the invention of Peter Smith of New York.

Later the Washington press, the invention of Samuel Rust, was

used, and the paper was increased in size. By 1887, a huge
cylinder press, with water motor attachment, had been
installed to produce the elght-page paper demanded by the
growing city.115

1l. Meanwhile, other newspapers were established in
Clerksville, the Faxon family playing a part in their succesé.
Charles Faxon moved to Clarksville in 1843 from an earlier |

home In New York state. Here, for a brief period, Faxon

published the Primitive Standard, an Episcopal journal, with

Reve. James H. Otey as editor. At the same time, Faxon

started the Clarksville Jeffersonian, which continued until
116

1862 under the supervision of three of his sons.
12, John W. Faxon, one of ten children of Charles
Faxon, spent many years in the banking business and receivedH
an appointment in the Confederate Treasury Department where
he served until he was needed in detecting counterfeit
currency being circulated in East Tennessee. Following the

war he returned to Clarksville where he combined civie dutieg

with his banking business and served fifteen years as

115, Ibid., pe 203

116, Ibide, Pe 255,
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He was a man of more th
’ an ordinar
and a most fluent Orator. Hig paper, "Tgelé:§§3§2tizélity

lledium of the Country,", , . Was published in full in the

Banking Law Journal, Hig address on Rob
one of the Southern classies, . o o His ;§2t3§ #z: g§saéecome

lighter veln, but showed the g
e e Tanesbliity ot man.i%gly generous heart, as well

13+ Charles 0. Faxon Was employed by his father,
Charles Faxon, publisher of the Jeffersonian, the only

Democratic paper In this Congressional District. After the
fall of Fort Donelson and the surrender of Clarksville, he
went to Chattanooga and was employed on the Rebel, later
becoming its editor-in-chief. The Rebel was remarkable in
that it followed the Western army, issuing its daily editions
and selling thousands of copies to the soldiers. It moved
from place to place, never missing an edition as the armies
advanced or retreated. Following the war, he went to
Louisville where his editorials in the Courier urged greater
recognition of the fights of the prostrated South. Later,
when the Courier merged with the Journal, he returned to

Clarksville where he wrote for the Tobacco Leaf until his
0.119

health failed and death occurred in 187

117. Ibido, jo) 256 «

118. John Trotwood Moore,zeditogéeTe
Volunteer State, 1796-1923, Vole. 2, De 226
Clarke Publishing Company, 1923.

nnessee, the
Chicago-Nashville:

119, Titus, op. cits., Pe 272
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The Clarksville Tobacco Leaf was established
py M. V. Ingram, February 11, 1869,

14.-16.

Mr. Ingram had been
interested In the Roberpson Register, in Springfield
’

Tennessee. His move to Clarksville proved to be a wise one,

In splte of the already established Chronicle, the new

paper became a success. Ingram employed Charles 0. Faxon to

write the political editorials; later H. M. Doak was employed

for this purpose, and he became g partner of Ingram in 1869,
This arrangement continued until 1874 when Ingram sold the
business to Doak, but a year later Doak sold back to Ingram,
In 1880, Ingram sold an interest to Clay Stacker, and a year |
later Ingram sold his remaining interest to Stacker, who
Immediately sold the entire business to W. 0. Brandon end W.
W, Barksdale.120

17+-18. The Clarksville Democrat, founded in 1882 by
M, V. Ingram and others, was intended as a campaign paper
concerned with the controversy of the State debt settlement.
The favored side won in the election and the paper continued
under the control of Mr. Ingram until 1883 when he sold out
to R, M. Hall and B. M. DeGraffenried. This partnership
existed until 1884 when Hall sold his Interest to DeGraffenried,

¥ho employed Mr. Gilmer M. Bell to edit the paper 121

120, Ibid., pes 420,

121, Ibide., ps 435.
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Gilm
er M. Bell, lawyer ang publisher, assumed
control of the Democrat in 1gg3,

19.-21.

For a while he was owner

of the paper, but solg half-interest to John S. Miller in

October, 1885, and the remaining interest the following

springe Thls was done in order that he might devote his full

time to his profession, the 1aw.122 Mr, Miller managed the

paper all alone until the following year when he sold it to
Arthur E. Harris,123

22+ The need for a political edltor, usually a person
from the legal profession, was now becoming of less impor-
tence in the small city newspaper. However, Matthew G. Lyle,
who graduated from Cumberland University in 1894,124 became
editor of the old Clarksville Times, one of the Montgomery
County papex:'s-'.l"?5 Three years later, 1897, he joined the

editorial staff of the Nashville Sun.126

Some time later he
limited his activities to the legal profession, wherein he

served hils community for many years.

23, Several local newspapers have flourished for a

time, have served their purposes, and have vanished from the

122, M, Pe 412
123, Ibido, Pe 435

Lives, Tennessee
124, Gus W. Dyer Librar% of American ’ »
Edition, P: 186, Wash ngﬁon: storlcal Record Associlatlon, 1
1796-1938,

Tennesseans
125, James L. Gillum, Prominent
P+ 48, Lewisburg: Who's Who FPTTsETng Co., 1940.

126, Foster and Roberts, OR. cite, Do 80le
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Evening Dally Times, owned and
published by the Rev, Fontaine D, Daniel,127

scene. Among these wag the

24.-26, Improveg communications have reduced the neces-

sity for political bias in newspapers; the editorial policles

now greatly reflect community interests. Only the Chronicle

has survived. This was due to the energy and interest of W, |

W. Barksdale, who at fifteen chose printing as his future

profession. After serving as apprentice under M, V., Ingram

in the Tobacco Leaf, he, with W. O, Brandon becams its owner

in 1881, Soon after this, they purchased the Chronicle,

consolidating the two under the name of The Leaf-Chronicle f

in 1891. Mr. Barksdale became the sole owner, publishing at |
first a weekly, then a semi-weekly, and later a daily paper.
Mrs. Wo W. Barksdale succeeded her husband as editor and
publisher in 1922. She was a member of the Board of Directors
of the Southern Publishers Associationl?8 and was recognizedi
for her journalistic skills.

27. Another woman, whose feet were rooted in Montgpmery
county soil and whose heart was as big as the needs required |
of it, was reported to have been the highest paid woman in
the field of journalism. Her humanistic reports on sensational
trials and her daily columns of advice made her well known.

d sick-
"T have been through the depths of poverty an
ness. ,., I have lmown want and struggle and anxlety and

——

127, Tennessee, the Volunteer State, ppe. 15-16

1280 Ibido, PP 344"3470




despalire « » As T look b
pattlefield strewn with %ﬁg &Pon my life I see it as g

"But I have learned t
not to borrow trouble by dre
dark menace of the picture that makes cow

ards of us. I put |
that dread from me because experience has taught me thatpwhen

the tlme comes that I so fear, the str
meet it will be given to me,"i29 ength and wisdom to

© live each day as it comes, and
ading the morrow, It is the

These are the words of Dorothy Dix, born Elizabeth
Meriwether, a llttle bright-eyed woman who welghed less than;
a hundred pounds. She wrote from a 1life of experience those:
words that for more than a half century were read by an esti-

mated slxty million Americans, i

She had perhaps the greatest audlence, year in, year
out, of any man or woman of her day, and a career of a more |
remarkable range than that of any other American woman. She |
occupied a unique role as a kind of oracle, and an arbiter |
of morals and customs,_and’she helped set the standards of a
shifting soclal scene ,130 I

Garden

129, Harnett T. Kane, Dear Dorothy Dix, p. 7.
City: Doubleday & Co., Inc., 1952

130, Ibids, Pes 9
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G, Religious Publications

Introduction:

Religion has played a significant part

o, THENARESR. Lon mauy of s early teachers were also

preachers and ministers, The School of Religion at South-

western Presbyterian University attracted learned theologians

to 1ts faculty; many of these men were authors.,

Writers
1. One of the early educators and ministers was John
Newton Waddell, D. D., LL,D., who was born in South Carolina
in 1812, After having served the Southern Presbyterian
Church in many capacities he became Chancellor of Southwestern
Presbyterian University in 1879131 He had been active in |
the work of the church since 1839, and he found time in his

later years to write Memorlals of An Academic Life,132 an

account of his activities in the church and its educational
Institutions.

2. R. H., Rivers, D. D., distingulshed member of the
Methodist clergy, was born in Montgomery County, September 11;
1814, He served his church as minister at the age of sixteen,

and at the age of twenty launched upon & lifetime career as

8 religious educator. His volumes, Mental Philosophy and

131, Titus, Op. cit e, De 428
132, Knight, op. clt., De 450
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P
Yoral hilosophy, were used prior to the Civil War as text-

pooks in Methodlst seminaries for young ladies.l®® His

later works included Our Young People, Life of Bishop Paine,

and a volume of published sermons.l®%

3+ The Rev. John B. Shearer, D. D., was born in Virginia
in 1832, and became President of Stewart College in 1870
His great success in the teaching of Bible is attested by the

three editions of his Bible Course Syllabus. Other religlous

writing included Hebrew Institutions, Modern Mysticism, The

Scriptures, Selected 0ld Testament Studles, and Sermon on
135

the Mount.
4, Henry Clay Morrison, bishop of the M. E. Church,

South, was born In Montgomery County in 1842, Educator and

minister, he contributed to religious and secular periodical#.

Arrows from Two Quivers was his best known published volum.e.136

5. Robert A. Webb, D. D., born in Mississippl In
1856;pbecame professor of systemlc theology at Southwestern

Presbyterian University. He was guthor of an often quoted

137
book, The Theology of Infant Baptism.

f the
133. James Wood Davidson, The Living Writers of the
South, p. 478. New York: Carleton, Publisher, 1869.

134, Enigt, ope cit., pe 570

135. Library Files in southwestern at lMemphis (Univensity).

136, I{niglt, ODe. cltey Do 313

137. Ibide, D+ 460e
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» dramatist, author, and

eSS SRl EpiscoPal Church, published g collection

ermons entitl
of 8 ed Ihe Christ of the Dawn. One of the se

"
sermons, "Christ on the Begcn,™ furnishes this picture in

words vividly appropriate:

The straining at oarlocks, the
squ -
the splash of nets being thrmst éver thg :?ﬁingfoﬁ guli;ZS,
seen flshing boat, tell or g band of men at work,

brilllance as ray after ray or 1ight, like burnished spear-
points, thrust ghemselves up between’sea and sky in thg

This talented writer was also author of The First

Hundred Years, in celebration of the centenary of the local

Trinity Episcopal Church. The purpose of this volume is

glven by the author: "This 1ittle book is an effort to
recapture the spirit of sacrifice and devotion of our fathers,
Incorporate it in our own lives, and infuse it in the hearts

of our young,"139
O0f the community and the manner in which it met its

needs Dr. Whittle states:

While educational institutions, churches, and clubs
Were of necessity scarce in the community, yet the urge to
uphold standards of 1life as acquired in their former and

finer homes kept culture at a high standard. Indeed, it may
be sald that most of the achievements of tho past hundred

138, Rev, Arthur E. Whittle, The Christ of the Dawn,
P. 13, Boston: OChristopher, Publisher, 1935.

Hundred Years,
. thur E. Whittle, The First
a8y Agaird-Ward Printing Company, 1932

139,
‘P' 1. Nashville:
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city a well-deserved repu-

thelr ince
jdetermination of oup forefathers to rige ﬁﬁiﬁ? %ﬁetEZterial
¥, rather than succumb to them,l40

8¢ Three local women have written Sunday School

lessons and material fop youth publications. Longest in

service is Mrs. Randall Burchett, Sr., of the Cumberlend
Presbyterian Church,

9+ Mrs. Anne Cary Cannon has written material for the |
Beptist Church Publications Board for both the Sunday School
end youth publications. Mrs. Cannon now lives in Washington;
but she contlnues to write for the Tennessee Baptist Con=-
vention.

10. Mrs. Virginia Smith Deaton, native of Clarksvillej
but now resident of Memphls, has written for the Baptist
publications for a number of years. Her work is frequently
presented for youth programs in dramatic form.

Many churches and denominations have compiled records‘
end histories of their particular faith. These were written
by laymen of the community or by heads of the church outside}
the area, However, those individuals chosen for the listing
herein are recognized for the permanence and scope of their I

works, Their influence has been felt throughout their church

In the South.

140, Ibide, pe Te



H. Textbooks

Introductions

The early settlers of Montgome ry County,

independent in thought eng action, were educated in the

manner of their time. For their children they sought to

guarantee the same rights, ang schools became an early insti-

tution in the community,

Learned men and women establisheq private schools for |
the separate sexes. The early academy, established under
state sponsorship in each county, played a vital role in
creating and maintaining a literate citizenry. Academies for
male and female, and three common schools were operated in
Clarksville as early as 1834.1%41 Early institutions for

higher learning guaranteed further cultursl growth.

Authors

l. Certainly the earliest school, and that without
téxtbooks, was the "floating school" conducted by Mrs. Ann
Johnson, sister of James Robertson. During the winter and
spring of 1779-1780, she taught more than twenty chlldren
eboard the Adventure as it brought i1ts humen cargo of adven-
turers from the east to the new land of the Cumberland.
Clean river sand, placed in a shallow box, presented the

Primitive field in which the children learned their letters

141. Eastin Morris, The Tennessee Gazetteer, p. 33.
Yashville: w. Hassell Hunt & Co., 1834.
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gnd were taught to regg and write.142

2. Willie Blount, thirg governor of Tennessee, whose

pome near Sango has been carefully dismantled in recent years

with the 1ldea of ultimate restoration, was an authority on

the state constlitution. He was author of Catechetical
Exposition of the Constitution of the State of Tennessee; this

was for use In the schools of the state as early as 1804,

3+ Many books were necessarlly from the pen of the
early educators, for classes were conducted from materials
at hand and textbooks were not state adopted. Religious
denominations encouraged education of young ladies as well
as of young men. This was especially true of the Methodistss
Two textbooks used in the semlnaries for young ladies were

Textbook on Mental Philosophy and Textbook on Moral Philosophy,

written by R. He. Rivers, D. D., who was born in Montgomery
County in 1814,

4, Educators and ministers associated with the early
colleges were men of distinction and excellent education.
To them fell the task of preparing textbooks In their
particular field. John B. Shearer, D. D., bom In Virginia
In 1832, had great influence upon the teaching of Bible, for

his books on this subject were widely known. As president of

Stewart College in 1870 he contributed to 1ts influence

through the publication of his Bible Course Syllabus end &

——

142, Hale and Merritt, Op. cibis, De 2704
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pumber of other widely recognized books on religion

5. Ceorge Frederick Nicolassen, educator born in Mary-

1and in 1857, was Vice~chancellor ang professor of Greek at

MelERNER e Fresbyterian UniverSitY. He was author of Notes

on Letin and Greek, published in 1890, and of Greek Notes
]

Revised, a later editién.

6. Robert A. Webb, clergyman and educator, born in

1856 1n Mississippi, was professor of systemic theology at
the university. One of the religious standards of his
church 1s explained in his Theology of Infant Baptism.

7« Je Be Killebrew, State Commissioner of Agriculture,
Statlstics, and Mines, was author of a number of books used
as textbooks and for reference. Among these were the

Resources of Tennessee (1874), Tennessee: Tobacco, Minerals,

Livestock (1877), and The Grasses of Tennessee (1878), In

1904 as co-author with J. M, Safford he wrote The Elements

of the Geology of Tennessee, the authorlized school textbook.

8. In 1900, Mr. [A. VJ Goodpasture was the co-author

with Captain William R. Garrett of a school History of |
Tennessee, brought out under the text=-book commission proposal

of the McMillin administration -- a book which for reference

tten, and
purposes is as good today as the day it was wrl N
which has a place in every Tennessee library worthy of the

name o

9. An earlier judge in the criminal court in Nashville,

"Biography of Albert Vergll

1430 ‘William E. Beard’ Tennessee Historical

Goodpasture, 1855-1942," Nashville:
w@l, \‘;Olo 2, March 1943, Pe 52
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Was author of g Wwork on Criminal Law in
Tennessee, said to pe

James M. Quarles,

f
A textbook of the highest authority
poth among the bench ang bapr, 1144

10. Clyde Pharr, professor of languages at Southe

western (1918-1924) was authop of Homeric Greek (1920-1922),
The Aeneld of Vergil (1930), and other translations.t%° Hig

translation of the complete Roman Code of Laws 1is comparable

to the King James translation of the Bible, but greater in
SCODE

1l. Charles Lewis Townsend, professor of modern lan-
guages at Southwestern (1917-1954), was author of The

Cultural Method of Teaching French and seven other volumes

listed in Who's Who, 1950-1951,L146

12.-17, A number of textbooks have been written by
other members of the facultles of local colleges. In recent
years these textbooks have come from the faculty of Austin
Peay State College: Chemistry in Actlon, George M. Rawlins

as co-author with Alden H. Struble; "Instructional Handbook
In Music," George W. Boswell; "Pennessee Folk Songs" compiledr

by George W. Boswell with arrangements by Charles F. Bryan;

144, Hale and Merritt, op. clt., Pe 1839.

145. Who's Who in the South and Southwest, 1952,
Ps 588, Chicago: A. N, Marquis Company, 1952.

146, Who's Who in America, 1950-1951, pe. 2729

Chicago:s A. W. Marquls Company, 1951e
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Harry L, Law; and Reference-
Handbook for Institutional On-Farm Training
L

A Brief Geography of Tennessee,

Haskell C,
Pnillips and Russell R, Spafford,

18. Philander P, Claxton, former United States Commis-

sioner of Educatlon, was born in Bedforg County in 1862 and

1s largely a product of Tennessee's educational system.,

However, he has studied broadly in this country and in
Europe, and has conducted Investigations in many flelds,
His entlire record is one of stead
Y progression, in
which his forward steps are easlly discernible, and nét only
in the educatlional field but as an author and contributor to
educational journals is he nationally known,.l

In 1900 he prepared Grimms' Fairy Tales as a supple=-

ment to the First Reader, and in 1911 he was author of From |

the Land of Stories, a literary supplement for the second

grade. He was joint author with James McGinnis of Effective

English in 1917 and of Effective English, Junior, published
in 1921,

"I1g has been a stimulating influence for progressive
developﬁent end accomplishment and hils contribution to educa=
tional advancement throughout the South is most noteworthy."148

During his presidency of Austin Peay State College

et Clarksville he contributed much to the educational and

cultural standards of the communitye.

147, Foster and Roberts, QR cit., pe 1058,

148, Ibids., Ds 1061e
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19, Robert Penn Warren, versatile young writer, was

co-author with Cleanth Brooks of the two college texts,

w@}zx_& Poetry and Understanding Fiction.
A number of other residents of Montgomery County have

contributed to the educational field in many brochures, pam-
phlets, and articles. Such work presents a formidable task
requiring great skill and patience and the optimum of

gecuracye
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I« Other Factual Prose

Introduction:

i
here are several authors whose work

does not catalogue within the formep types, yet they have
L]

contributed worthwhile information to their readers in

1imited fields,

Authors

l. William A, Peffer, Union soldier stationed in Nash-

ville where he studied law during his army term, was admitted
to the bar In 1865. He began practice in Clarksville but
after four years moved to Kansas, from which state he was
elected to the United States Senate where he "engaged in

literary pursuits and statistical compilation for Congress."149

He was author of Peffer's Tariff Manual (1888), The

Farmer's Side (1891), and Americanism and the Philippines
(1900) , 190
2. An early resident of Clarksville, Captaln Ben F.

Egan, steamboat captain and clerk, used the nom-de-plume of

"Buz" for more than thirty-five years in his writing of

"Driftwood."lsl

—

149, James L. Harrison, compiler, Biographical Di?ectorx
of the American Congcress, 1774-1946, D. 1665. Washington:
Tnited States Government Printing Office, 1950.

tz and Howard Haycraft, American
g New York: The H. W. Wilson

150, Stanley Je
fathors, 1600-1900, pe. 608.
Ompany, 1938.

151, Titus, Ope Clbe, Pe

317



Gourme ts h -
ave long been Interested in Dishes and

peverages of the 014
Bevorafds 2= A28 2.d South, published in 1913 by Martha
McCulloch-Williams,

Se

4. In the field of floriculture there are two rare

and valuable books by James Morton, manager of "Evergreen

e M .
Lodge,” the nursery and gardens of Captain James J. Crusmen 152
. °

These volumes, Chrysanthemuii Culture for America (1891) and

Southern Floriculture, are sought by nurserymen today.

5. Margery Wilson, whose childhood and training were
influenced by residence in Clarksville, is author of
accredited books on charm and etiquette. Her books have
intriguing titles and sound advice; among these are How to

Live Beyond Your Means, How to Make the Most of Wife, Woman

You Want to Be, and New Etiquette, the Modern Code of Social

Behavior.
6. Joseph Buckner Killebrew, statistical expert, con-

tributed articles to encyclopedias and was also one of the

editors of the Standard Dictionary.l®®

7. Harper Leech, journalist and economlist, was co-

suthor with John C. Carroll of two books, What's the News?

He wrote The ParadoX

(1926 ) and Armour and His Times (1938)

of Plenty in 1932. Under the pseudonym "scurator™ he wrote

1520 Ibido, ppo 280"‘2810
153. Kn.ig).t, _O_R:_ Git., Pe 239.
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a columm on économic subjects for the Chicago Tribune during

the years 1923-1928. Leech also contributed articles to the

Egglngpedia Britannica and the Britannica Year Book.l%%
8e

James Mapheus Smith, research analyst in Washington,

has been co-author and author of g number of books, one of
H

the most recent being Selective Service and Reemployment .l9°
9¢ S. Lo

Smith, former superintendent of Clarksville

schools and at present Provost Emeritus of George Peabody

College, is author of Builders of Goodwill, the story of the |

state agents of Negro education in the South during the years
1910-1950

10, Charles Flinn Arrowwood, professor at Southwestern
1920-1923, was co=-author with Frederick Eby of two books

|
which have contributed to the educational field, Development

of Modern Education and Hlstory and Philosophy of Education,‘

Ancient and Medievale The latter volume i1s termed "a contriJ

bution of marked distinction,"19® for it is a study of the

beginnings in education among primitive people and continues
into the time of the renaissance. The section on educatlon
In Greece is the most detalled. U

11, Samuel Holt Monk, graduate of Southwestern in 1922,

[
|

154, Who's Who in America, 1952-1953, pe 1443,
Chicago: A, N. Marquis Company, 1953

155, Ibidey, Do 2256«
156, School and Society (0ct

ober 26, 1940), DPe 526
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1s well known for hig literary criticism in England as well
in his native 1
as and, Sublime,

12. Time and space do not permit adequate coverage of |

the diverse writing of Allen Tate, Caroline Gordon, and

Robert Penn Warren. These three have entered practically
every field and have used almost évery medium of literary
expression.

Allen Tate has for g long time been credited with the‘
writing of thought-provoking essays. His most recent book,

The Forlorn Demon, is a collection of essays on the literary

Imagination delivered as occasional addresses or lectures
over a perlod of six years. Of these didactic and eritical
essays Delmore Schwartz states:

The criticism of Allen Tate is always interesting and |

important. This new volume is particularly important because
1t is his first work of critical essays since his conversion

to Roman Catholicism.158
13. Caroline Gordon has entered the field of criticism

in The House of Fiction (1949), a critical anthology of short

stories, In this she is co-guthor with her husband, Allen Tate.

—

tory of American
Jaques Cattell, editor, Direc of
Scholari?vé. eggf sLancaste;, Pennsylvania: The Sclence Press,

5T, —

158, Delmore Schwartz in the New York Times (April 5,

i 1955), Pe Se
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14. Robert Penn Warren has also been interested in

gne critlcal essay and in essays of other types. His activi-
ties with the Agrarian and Fugitive movements gave ample
opportunity for such expression. In recent years he has
emerged as an eminent essayist,

Other residents of the area have contributed to news-
papers and periodicals of every type. Many professional
publications have profited by inclusion of such articles.
Newspaper columns of travel sketches, book reviews, music and
folklore have been printed. Medical, religious, and
educational reports have come from the professional leaders

of the commnitye



CHAPTER 11T
FICTIONAL PROSE

Fictlonal prose 1gs basically Imaginative material |

treated realistically ang printed in paragraph form, It has |

peen said that every man has Wwithin his 1life the material for|
a novels Thus out of a mant's ming comes that material of
which fiction is made, Hig cholce of the medium of expres-

gion 1s relevant to his purpose,

The novel allows for a great extension of time,

episode, analysis, and character development., The flow of

the narrative must be unchecked by words that are too con-

'splcuous in drawing attention to themselves. The action

should be plausible and the characters familiarly naturale. |

This has been summarized: I

Paul Valery declares that "neither rhythm, nor sym- ’
metry, nor figures, nor forms, nor even a determined
composition, i1s imposed upon it. « « o 1t is essential (and ‘
it sufficess that the flow carry us forward and even make J

us seek the end, which 1is the 1lluslon of having profoundly
or violently lived an adventure, or else"gf having come
thoroughly to kmow invented individuals. j

Of the short story much has been written, for 1t 1s |
basically an American product in its rules that a unified

Impression must be presented for reading in a brief time,

—— I

1. Joseph T. Shipley, Ihe Quest for Literature, pe |
355, New Yorks Richard Re Smith, Ince, 1931. “

= ,,,,915_: e
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The dr
ama is another fielq of fiction, for, though 1t

ay be based upon fact
nay » the setting real, and the characters

true there must of necessity be dramatic situations which ara

nistorically untrue. The skil] Wwilth which the author pre-

gents the plot through action and dlalogue rather than
through narration determines the quality and success of the
production. Only iIn this manner can the 1llusion become
reality to the viewer or the resder.

Life beyond reality, the other-worldly element, is
found in the supernatural which is often a component part of
the legend or folktale. |

It may be sald that the objective of prose fiction is
to entertain or to enable the reader to identify himself with
a personality projected by the author. Prose fiction is notT

primarily to convince, to inform, to inspire emulation; it |
I
produces transitory emotion and seldom leaves a lasting im=-

pression or inspires actlone.
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A. The Novel

Introductions

An analysisg of the novel in America may

well turn to the past ang contemporary novels in England for

explanation of the growth of each ang the effect upon the

tmericen novel. One accepts the fact that the best-loved

pooks In the homes of the early settlers were those editions
of English novels which had been in the libraries of the o0ld
fanilies in North Carolina and Virginia. Some of these books
had been brought into the NMontgomery County area when the
owners flocked to this section during the westward movement
following the depression of the 1830's.

Books for leisure in homes where contact with culture‘
represented all that remalned to indicate more affluent days‘
were highly prized. In homes where slaves provided the menial
labor and families afforded tutors for the children there was
a greater acqualntance with the classics. The pride of
reading in the original Greek and Latin led to the establish-
ment of classic private schools. Evenings of reading aloud
from the English masterpieces were frequent. The library
Was as much a part of the house plan as was the parlor. The

complete works of Dickens and Scott, of Thackeray and B“l"er"'

Lytton were to be found in many homes.

Time was to be had for reading; little time was to be

had for writing.



avocatlon closely allieq with the labor of thelr vocation

They Were acctustomed to handling words,. the ool of Misks

trade, and as publishers they had access to the facilities

for printing such volumes,

Authors
l. An early novel by R. W. Thomas, publisher,

journalist, and author, is The Young Colonel which is s'.:un:!.lazfi

in pattern, scemne, and scope to many novels published in
England prior to and during this same period. It is a
historical novel of the court of the licentious Edward II,
when a dying family feud, an awakening Scottish border war,
and an insidious court intrigue combine to part young lovers.
When death is preferable to dishonor and the Queen saves the
innocent girl from the dissolute King, there 1s suspense
reminiscent of the work of Sir Walter Scott, a great favorite
among the early residents of this area.

The historicel characters move smoothly through the
action, the conversation seems appropriate to the period,

but there is 1ittle description of castles and of landscape.

As with Scott, the plot-actilon 31s entrusted to fictitlous

characters who are more easlly manipulatgd and motivated into

Such actione.

Mr. Thomas states in the Introduction to his book:
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It i1s not usual |
» NOr 18 1t often
o R Cin the foiiiwin, 2, Short and euptetending & Aoty
1;tent o historgW1ng pages. But as it is baged tirioii
ehould’be accompani gal facts, any marked departure’therefrom
ieader of nisbory willbegﬁeire%sons for that departure, The
title affixed to the n;me o 2§ ance, object to the military

for i1t in the history of his dae hero, as finding no warrant

y; and the
in answer, only that he selected a title which nouis bear

convey to the reader his rank in the

arm wit
goythe military distinctions which may hz;e ixggﬁgdrigeiﬁﬁﬁe
aYe

J h133013 of almost eve
ry country is er
made up as much of fiction as of fact; and in bOPPO;ng haps’

materials for a story from such histo the write

fully authorized to suppose anecdotesrgf the pr1Va€ei:d::nturés
gnd mishaps of kings as to predicate fiction upon the best=-
guthenticated facts. And for the possibility -- and even
probablility -=- of such adventures as are herein related, the
reader need only be referred to the history of Edward Ii.

whose licentiousness may well have tempted him into such i
adventures, and whose imbecility laid him open to the insults
which his conduct may have provoked .2

Thus Mr. Thomas conceives the historical novel; his
skill is then judged in relation to his abllity to interpret |
and to understand the characters as well as 1f they were his
contemporaries, and aside from skill he must have sufficient
imowledge and imagination ©o translate himself into an
earlier time with its mode of 1life in all its phasese

Within this same volume he had incorporated two

novellas: "Lilly Dale, The Adventurer's Daughter" and "Bettie

Leeland or The Head against the Heart." In each of these

there 1s the prevailing ldea of obedience to one's parent in “

2. R. W. Thomas, Ihe Young Colonel and Other Tales,

Pp. vii-vi11, Nashville: R. W. Thomas, 1860+
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e cholce of a husbang In contrast to the desire to marry

for love, though that may be in poverty. Thus the popular

themes of death as preferable to dishonor and love in

poverty prevalling over wealth without love are employed by

this author,.

The War Between the States afforded no time for

pursuance of the arts of writing; the later years were |

equally barren. A community which had been in the hends of
the Federals since February 1862 had actual experiences too
revolting to put into the printed page. When one lives in
a deep emotional scene, he seldom cares to read of it.

2. Thus the years passed until a former Confederate
soldler, then the local judge, C. W. Tyler, produced the
regional novel with the challenging title The XK. K. K.,
which is not a report on the activities of the Tennessee-
born or ganization of the same name; it is a book which
encouraged law and order through depicting the errors
inherent in mob psychology and such inevitable regrets of
érroneous action.

Following its publication, this letter appeared in
the local newspaper:

To the Times=-dJournale

, the laws courts,
To the woman of average intelllgence, :
Judicial progeedings of our beloved Tennessee:T gelogglgg':n
unlmown realm, thus for pleasing information Judge 1y

"The Ko K' Ko iS a boon.
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Ever
such cleaI‘,ysgigx.;gfe:?;aggilflggg;zrgruths that are told in
c
one must feel glad ang grateful as Eheaggiﬁagén%ezgy, that

For historic value, f
s> I0or Instillin
for equipping mind, will ang heart with §d§§:t§fp§§§%ggism,

befg;: t?ieexPlOSive Sympathy of sentimentalism, for 11lus-

;zzds-gfor tgﬁ?g;gédfgébenefits of laws adapted to present
) ma

this book 1s of intrinsic 3:?&:? of the legal profession,

Indeed our Tennessee boys and girls need the educating

element of "The K. K. K." while Ry
fascination.in its unvarnisheq trungYill find a corresponding

One feels constantly that the character
. 8, dr
such delicious faithfulness, are within hand-clasp.awgowigg

most Of us boast actual acquaintance wit " "
"Sue Bascombe,"™ a "Slowboy,"3 h a "Palaver," a

-

o x Judge Ce We Tyler states in the foreword to The K.

Few thoughtful persons in this country can have failed
to note the rapid growth of mob law among us in the last few
JearSe o o o

Having been the judge of a criminal court for a number
of years, I have become convinced that the only reason why
good citizens countenance mob violence is that they have lost
faith in the abllity of the courts to deal effectually with
crimee o o o

The present story was written primarily for the
purpose of tracing the progress of a grave criminal trial
through the courts, and showing how wearisome and exasperating
such a proceeding must be to those deeply interested in the
suppression of crime and the preservation of order in a

commnity +4
Although the scene of the actlon is not in Montgomery

County it is nearby, as 1s indicated in the opening chapter:

—

2. Letter in the Clarksville Daily Times=-Journal

(August 22, 1902).
4. C. W. Tyler, e K. K. K., Pe 5
Abbey Press, 1902.

New York: The
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If
piver o7 sToinar oot Sastosdion to dsscens the Cusberient
on the right bank of ©, Tennessee, you will observe

alo
stretchiggias far back into the 1nter?§ry:grtigugeé znd
r::ﬁ?ﬁ itlsl ls;o?éﬁ;.and gezritory is lmown to the dgellggs
W an
N the Marrowbans ’Hills .}':'1% good folk of the region roundabout,

Thus did this loyal Southerner entitle his appeal for

law and order The K. K. K., a name synonymous with the

Southern movement to restore legal rights to the disfranchised
Confederates,

A decade later, Judge leer looked back upon the
sacrifice and loyalties required by the War Between the States,
end from his pen there came that tribute to the young
Tennessee martyr, Sam Davis. The Scout reveals those traits
of heroism and loyalty exemplified in that young patriot
whose dying words are not to be forgotten: "Do you think
that I would betray a trust reposed in me? I would die a
thousand times first."S

In the foreword to this volume Judge Tyler states:

I have of ten thought if some skillful writer would
weave into a story a few of the many stirring incldents of
our great Civil War, it would not only prove Interesting
reading to those of the present day, but would go far toward
enlightening them as to the real issue in the conteste o o

Nearly a half century has passed awaye. o o Together

5. Ibid., DPe Se

6. C. W. Tyler, The Scout, Pe %gié Nashville:
_Pblishing House M. E. Church, south, 1912.
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the whites and blacks of t |
salvation. The latter, wi?g ?Z&tgxare ons 5 out Kheizaows

them. They t1ll in freedom the soEngland slave dealirs.seld
til%eghinwgiggage, thus bearing mute evidence to the fact

:ﬁathe days of gi:sig . tge South were not hard taskmasters
friends since. s 8nd have been their best and truest

Judge Tyler again wrote a regional novel, this one

vased upon facts in a period well remembered by many of his
readers. His talents for writing had increased; the cadence
of his work had so improved as to be almost as rhythmic as

verse. To one who has seen Middle Temnessee in autumn, the

scene is indelible,

The autumn time in Middle Tennessee. The woods are
green, and red, and golden-hued. The leaves, when stirred
by the light breeze, forsake their hold on the boughs and
flutter toward the earth. In a sudden gust they come in
great showers that cloud the air, and whirl and play fan=
tastlc tricks as they are borne along. The creeks are low
and clear, and ripple over pebbly bottoms toward the larger
watercourses. The meadows are brown and sere, for the breath
of the frost has touched them. The stillness 1s unbroken
save by the whirr of the partridge as she wings her rapid
flight, or the bark of the squirrel from a hickory-nut tree
in some nearby wood. The sky 1s clear, but a thin smoky
vell envelopes the earth and dims the vision, so that distant
objects are seen as through a glass darkly. The enchanted
season of Indisn summer is at hand. The yellow sunlight
sheds a flood of excellent glory over all thingg and through
a dreamy haze the good God smiles on the world.

His daughter, Mrs. Emily Tyler Balley, holds fond

recollections of her father:

aid to me, "I am not leaving

My preclous father ORCe smy dear, but I have glven

you rich in this world's goods,

—

Te Ibido, Pe 12.
8. Ibld., De 15e
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books + « o He used to
the minds of men. Ready to ta.la?cdt:agéu"izm:;l?egimghﬁse e

Latin and Greek '
speak French and German, e6k as most people
information. o o 9 He wag a walking encyclopedia of

Near the turn of the century when the struggle be=-

tween the romantic ang realistic forces foung champions in
all parts of this land, there appeared two women writers in
Montgomery County,

3¢ The first of these was Martha MeCulloch-Williams
whose formal schooling endured one day, her first and last,
for her aversion to the noise and confusion led her to be
taught at home by her sister Mary who had been educated at
Miss Mary Ward's school, White Hall, at Ringgold. She
became a writer at an early age; her removal to New York in
1887 and her marriage to Thomas McCulloch Williams resulted
in her choice of the hyphenated name to distinguish her from
another writer with a name similar to her own. Her novels

Field Farings, Two of a Trade, Milre, and Next to the Ground

appeared between 1892 and 190l. A number of serials were
published after this time. She was a personal friend of

Dorothy Dix, another writer from Montgomery County.10

Emily Tyler Bailey to Ursula Lee

9. Letter from Mrs. {1ection of Ursula Lee Smith.

Smith, Letter in the personal co

Fpences E. Polk to Ursula Lee

10, Letter from Mrse. sula Lee Smithe

Smith, Letter in collection of Ur



The s &
écond writer of this periog was of inter-

i
national limportance, fop the marriage of Hallie Erminie Rives

to Post Wheeler, the United States diplomat, allowed her to

spend many years abroad, Hep deep understanding of the local

conditions and problems, her Sympathetic interpretation of

these cultural concepts won fop her awards from nations

where women had received little recognition of their literary
end political contributions,

Her work 1s characterized by keen insight and vivid
1magination.11 The 1ist of her novels 1s quite long; these
have their settings In the various countries where her
husband served as United States consul. Such nations as
Japan, Greece, and others were so impressed by her sympathetic
presentation of thelr racial and cultural problems that they
honored hér with special awards.

S5¢ The name of Evelyn Scott (nee Elsie Dunn) is
acclaimed in literary circles, for she is well known for her
outstanding work in the novel. A well-educated woman with a
background on three continents, she has expressed deflance
rather than the usual nostalgia of the Southern-born woman.

Of her sbsence from the United States and 1ts effect

upon her work and attitudes she has stated:

editor, Library of Southern

11, ILucian Lemar Knight, The Martin & HOyt COe,

ta:
%igx“tuﬁ'ﬁ, Vol. 15, ps 371le Atlanta



During twent

y=four e ]
have sggﬁt some five Years {naigé‘ufhg.wzofe 1nd1937, "t
after S experlence, that expatriation do P t°°n°1ud°:
sense exlste Such abge oes not, in any

nees, though the
regional enthusiasms, make gpg recognizz ?gg'grzgigdgore
’

not less, American, There 1g h
perspective, a loss in contenémegZ?v?r: Y%&g the gain in

Her earlier .
novels, The Narrow House and Narcissus,

were published prior to herp autoblography, Escapade, of
which Oscar Cargill says:

Escapade 1s full of the deflance of the 'twent
bold in 1ts refusal to count the cost, but frank zgnréis’

twenties 13

Of Escapade, Millett states: ", . , all the armop
of reticence has been stripped off, and we get the painfully
naked and quivering experience of an overwrought and self-
lacerating personality,."l4

Millett further states:l®

The naturalism of Evelyn Scott has an emphatically,
not to say a personally sub?ective quality. Her earlier
novels -- The Narrow House (1921) and Narcissus (1922) ==
Specialized in sensitive reactions to the physically un-

Pleasant , and this habit of relentless, almost morbid
pSyCholoéical notation, is not without its iInfluence in her

American Authors,
12, Fred B. Millett, Contemporary
b« 570, ﬁew York: Harcourt, Brace, and Company, 1943.

13, Oscar Cargill, Intellectual America, p. 723.
New York: The Macmillan Company, 1941.

14, Millett, ODe cite, Do 179.
15. Ibido, Pe 33e
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more objective work in the hi
storical
or ilzhfelei SXC‘E{;Sion Into post-vic toriazo‘;g%i '{hii\gave (1929),
Ereatac ZDOL -1ese Slain (1934), a e in

Whereas The Wave is q novel of the South and of the
effects of the war upon the rank and file of the people

touched by the conflict, 1t does not follow the usual pattern

of a novel with a sustaineg plot; it is composed of approxi-

mately sixty separate narratives brought together with the

war as the central and common factor.

Breathe upon These Slain 1s the English scene and

femily 1life in retrospect, for it was only after Evelyn Scote

had married John Metcalfe, eminent English author, that she
made her home in England,

Other novels, short stories, Juveniles, and poems
have made the name of Evelyn Scott well known in literary
circles. However, in Clarksville she 1s perhaps best known
and most caustically criticized for her second autobiography;
Background in Tennessee. She had returned to this city for
a brief visit; accompanied by her son, she had met with
social rebuffs and unwarranted criticlsm. Perhaps in
retaliation she felt impelled to be brutally frank in her

memoirs of her youth for there is bitterness and irony in

her recollections of the actual persons and episodes described.

Millett has this to say of this controversial book:

ted
thern civilization is refrac

&1 nest and adversity-sharpened

1t 1s the casting of a harsh white

Here, the old
through a relentlessly ho
tempe rement,, and the resu
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1ight on a mode of 1ire |
moonlight .16 usually suffused with deceptive stage

6. However, ip direct contrast to thisg harsh 1ight

upon the Southern scene we rind the mist gng moonlight in

the work of Anng Mabry Barr, who writes under the name of

Garraway Renfrew. Hep nbvels of social problems in the

Roaring Twenties and the Thirsty Thirties are very well
written: the introductions are g bit laborious, but the
characterizations and asctions are quite natural, the settings
appropriate to the suspenseful actlon. There is a tolerance
and a sympathetic understanding of the problems of wayward
youth who grow to maturity through personal sacrifice and I
suffering. My 01d Field has its setting in this county and
in adjoining Kentucky; Vivid Knight is of the Gulf Coast

region, the deep South with its traditions and standards of
conduct and compensations.

7o William Thomas Person, graduate of Southwestern
following World War I, has written several novels and
juveniles of the South and its people in rural sections of

Mississippl and Arkansase

Of No Land is Free (1946), a novel of rural Arkensas,
kndres Parke states, "A diverting little tale full of actlon
and color. . . Mre Pefson tells it all in a comfortable,

easy style -- creating out of intimate lknowledge a background

——

16, Ibide., De 179
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and atmosphere that come glowingly alive,"L?

8. TWo more great writers now Joined the pattern of

independence 1llustrated by Evelyn Scott, In the 1930's
»

novels by Carollne Gordon and Allen Tate attracted attention,
for these authors achieved mature stature.
Vivienne Koch has explained the delayed recognition

of the excellence of Caroline Gordon's work in this manner:

She has not accommodated the austerities of her
method to that cultivation of violence and oddity for its
ovn sake, whether in subject-matter or style, « « « while
there 1s nostalgla and backward glancing in her early novels
of the old South, she sternly reminds herself in the title
of one of them that "None shall look back,."1l8

Of her several novels much has been written. Caroline
Gordon states: "The region around Clarksville, which in-
cludes a part ofAKentucky, is the scene of my first four
novels."19

@he first novel Penhally illustrates the naturalistic
method she was to employ in her work of the next yearse.
Tnis book, £illed with the nostalgia for a lost grandeur of

the ante-bellum days, uses stories of the past and memories

to reveal the depth and distance and traglc destiny of the scene.

17. Andrea Parke Iin New York Times (January 12, 1947),
p. 26.

18. Vivienne Koch, "The Conservatism of Caroline
f [ ]

5 Louils D
Gordon ," Southern Renascence, Pe 525.1t§$gz:? gge ouis Do
Rubin:,JP., and nobert De Jacobs. Ba 5

Hopkins Press, 1953e |

’ J. Kunitz and Howard Haycraft, T\gzntiigzz.
Centuryliﬁthiggnlgy 551. New York: The Ho W. Wilson GO, |
—— . a
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Her second nov
el, Aleck Maury, Sportsmen, is almost

piographical, for this 1s tpe life of her father, her close
£

companion. Miss Koch writes of tne "made-upness of the
1
world of sport," but one must become aware of the actuality

of the scenes and the events described. There is no

artificiallty; these places and people existed in reality.

They are fact rather than fiction. It becomes quite inter-

esting to discover a critic who discloses and interprets
symbolism in the true facts as revealed by thls daughter who
so understood her father as to make of his life a sustained

and interesting book of "fiction."

Her third novel, None Shall Look Back, a Civil War

novel in which CGeneral Nathan Bedford Forrest is the dominant
figure, is a serious novel in the sense that "the level is
carefully historical with a good deal of social exposition
worked in."20

| The fourth novel of the Tennessee-Kentucky scene 1s

The Garden of Adonis. Here the time has become quite modern,

set in the midst of the depression. Here we find further
evidence of her carefully traced genealogy of more than a
century and a half of the families in northern Tennessee and
southern Kentuckye. These families are factual, and are

recognizable in the transparent fictional names.

20, KOCh, OPe cite, Do 329,
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Green Centuries, a historical study
of the Kentucky settleprs 1in the Indlan count
Ty,

Her other novels,

and The
en on the Por
Women on the Porch, a mogern study of the necessity of

settling one's roots in an area ir one 1s to reach fulfill-
ment , are oddly alike though far apart in time

Of further interest to the people of this community
is The Strange Children,

which has a local setting with
local folk taking part. But the critic, Miss Koch, states:

Caroline Gordon's fiction is now square
realm of the novel of manne rs, the great gradi%zogno;he
Flaubert and James, and like theirs her social comedy is
complicated and, in the end, dominated by the perilous like-
ness 1t bears to tragedye « « o It is a novel of ideas amd |
in it she establishes that this is her proper domaine o o21

It 1s in this criticism by Koch that we find

e « o the first work in which Caroline Gordon
exchanges the frame of reference of a vanished hierarchy
of caste and grace, represented by the 0ld South, for the
universe of order provided by the more durable scheme of
Catholicism and its idea of grace. . « o Alienation means
no longer merely to be cast out from a soclal class or a
local soclety, but a removal from God to whom we have
become strange children.22

9. The marriage of Caroline Gordon to Allen Tate
brought him into thls community, where they entertained
other authors and where they spent much time in writing.

- Allen Tate, the versatile author, 1s acclaimed by

Millett:

21, Ibid., pe 333
22, TIbid., pe 337



blograp
the critical powers cle .
nis range of literary activities g he creative; . . . But
plasticity argue well for his distn

letters, 1if not Primarily as a poet .23

Millett also states of Tates

' He feels that the si
gnificant values of
purposes of literature are the polnts at whlch indivigsas
emotlonal &nd instinctive experience are met and worked

upon by the force of reason in t
traditions.24 ime, as revealed in

Wade Donahoe has stated:

His only novel, The Fathers, 1is constructed
around
the mysterious conduct OF onme of the principal characters
who cannot either contain himself in a real tradition or
submit to plcturesque imitations of the surface of tradition.2°

With reference to his one novel, Tate has reported:

I have been asked many times why I became a writer.
I simply could not put my mind on anything else. As far
back as I can remember I was wondering why the people and
families I knew -- my own famlly in particular -- had got
to be what they were, and what their experience had been.
This problem, greatly extended, continues to absorb my study
and speculation, and is the substance of my novel, The
Fathers .26

10. The latest writer of distinction, Robert Penn

Warren, lived a few miles from Clarksville and attended the

23, Millett, op. cit., Pe 147.

24. Ipid., p. 609,

"
"p1len Tate And The Idea of Culture,
Edited by Louis D. Rubln, Jr.,
The Johns Hopkins Press,

S 25, Wade Donahoels‘8

Southern Renascenceé, DPe .

igd Robert D. Jacobé. Baltimore:
03,

26. Kunitz and Haycraft, ORe cite, Do 1386,
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local high school. Hig earliest writing was done for the

nigh school journal, and lster he contributed to the

Fugitive and Agrarian movements while gt Vanderbilt

0
Southernfl§€:r§i§yr§§31:gaizgtggs idengified LS v
recent de
Wwarren is probably the most versatile: he ggdezéthbeiziPenn
novellst, short-story writer, and draﬁ P s critiec,

o writer _doing si atist. + . o Probably
gearned. 7 g significant work in this generation is more

As a novelist, Warren has dealt
problems of the twentieth-century civ11§2i?§§;%y.w{t% -

Basically, hls theme 1s the Problem of Evil. Warren's

characters are constantly violating th
of thelr natures. « . ,25 g the original innocence

Actually all of Warren's moderns seem to be doomede « e
primarily because they are "disassociated." Those
characters who are able to preserve a measure of integrity
have mores rooted in an earlier and alien tradition, a
simpler tradition in the sense that its way of 1life
possessed form and meaning. « . « In the broad sense of the
term, the tradition which all these characters represent 1s
agrarian.29

Robert Penn Warren has uncovered the historical
sources of American violence and made them avallable for
literary purposes, all four of his novels taking off from
violent episodes in history that are used to illumine
modern meanings .

The residents of Montgomery County and adjoining

o7. Richmond Croome Beatty, Floyd C. Watkins, and
Thomas Daniel Young, The Literature of the South, p. 630.
Chicago: Scott, Foresman and company, L1952e

28 Ibido, Pe 6300

29, Ibid., pe 631e

30, Charles R. Anderson, nyiolence And Order Inzgge
Novels 0f Robert Penn Warren," Southern gegasgzgggg De .
Edited by Louis D. Rubin, Jr., and Robgg3 . "
Baltimores The Johns Hopkins Press, 1 .



114 |

éven after fifty years,
bit of

feel a shame and recrimination for the events of the

"tobacco war'

counties In Tennessee ang Kent ucky
2

which Warren uses as the setting for
Rider, his first novel,

Night
The background of this historical

episode 1s almost documentary; nemes ang places have been

changed, yet are ldentifiabile by those residents of the

grea. The 1ldea that justice obtained through violence is

justifiable becomes an obsession; those who are seeking their

own protectlon and rights become fanatical in depriving
others of these same rights. The confusion of velues and
the inevitable loss of dignity of man are evident in this
novel of human limitations.,

The second novel, At Heaven's Gate, 1s based on the

actual career of Luke Lea, Tennessean, whose ruthless
business methods and political corruption resulted in criminal
prosecution for his part in a multi-million-dollar fallure

in 1929,
The third novel, All the King's Men, follows 1n some

detail the career of Huey Long, and becomes Warren's fullest
achievement in tragedy. Herein we find that essential

evil is internal, and order cannot be imposed mechanically

from the outside.
The fourth novel, World Enough and Time, returns to

Kentucky for a tragedy which occurred more than a century

8g0. Here Warren "adopts melodrama as his subject matter and
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gllegory as hils vehicle, but shoulders them both off onto

the 'diary' kept by his hero, "3l

Much has been written by critics concerning the
symbollism and philosophy to be found in Warren's work. Much

has been sald of the skills which he possessed and utilized

in his expression of ideas. Morton Dauwen Zabel writes of

his
« « + exacting craftsmanship and reall
y critical
sense of a local ideal. . . [with]emphasis on his conflicts
of spirit, « « « a writer who more and more shows himself,

in both his verse and prose, one of the most serious and
gifted intelligences of his generation.32

Perhaps this region has reached its zenith in its
nat ive novelists and those whose lives were touched for so
few years by training or residence within the communitye.
Some of the early works are now out of print and may be
found only in old libraries and out-of-the-way shops; the
later works are of national importance.

Many creative years lie ahead for the four great
writers: the two women, native and reared in the area, and

the two men whose llves touched Montgomery County for such

a brief while.

21, TIbid., Ps 219

32, Kunitz and Haycraft, OR. cite, Do 14770
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B. The Short Story

Introduction:

The short story in America has had a

distinct role in literature. Not only were the rules of the

short story standardized by Poe, but his influence was felt

in theory and practice. Befope the last quarter of the nine

teenth century critics were not aware that the short story

was a distinct literary form with laws and principles of its

OWn.e

The short story in contemporary literature is marked
by 1ts general excellence and occasional distinction., M™The
standardized American short story is the very creditable and
dependable product of a highly organized industry."3 The
Americen magazine Industry provides the medium for publi-
catlon of this type of literature with its concentration,
intensity, and Impact upon the emotions and intellect of
the reader. The American public whose reading habits are
affected by the momentum of living demand concentrated action
and emotion.

"The aim of the short story writer has been to achleve
distinction either within the limits of the establlshed form
or outside the oppressive conventions of subject matter and

techﬂique.“54 Those authors who write for economic reasons

33, Fred B. Millett, ops cite, Pe 85

. Ibido, Pe 85.
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o those who write
for experimentation fing publishers in éxceptional literary

publications.,

conform to the demands of & Paylng publie
b4

Several anthologies of short stories have appeared

annually for many years; many of these 11lustrate the

process of standardization md its consequent sterility of

producte Such anthologies were published for sale to the

undiscriminating public, and names of popular authors aided |

this sale.

It 1s to Whit Burnett and his wife, Martha Foley,
that credit should be given for recognition of the experi-
mental writers. Edward J. O'Brien, editor and anthologist,
fought for recognition of experimentation in fiction,

In recent years the more discriminating public has
made possible profitable publication of magazines and other
media; the experimental writer does not rely upon his writing

for his economic existence, it may be his avocatlon.

Local Writers
The authors of short stories are In the main those
who also wrote novels. Perhaps, in a sense, the tales or

novellas of Re. W. Thomas, have no relation to Poe's concepts

of the short story. They are neither brief nor concise,

they have many characters, much time elapses, there 1s no

single theme or emotion involved; in fact, these tales pub=-

lished in 1860 have little in common with the well-restricte%



short story. 118,

l. Judge C.
ge Co W. Tyler published one book of short

stories, Tales of the South. These stories of the old South

ere sympathetlc and nostalgle in tone. This book has long

been out of print.
2. Martha McCulloch-Williams » one of the most widely
read writers of her time, was known for her short stories

and serlals as well as for the novels. Who's Who (1916-1917)

states:

Has also written and had published since 1892 \
serlals and over 200 short stories, notably "Pianner ;:;::a%‘
"An Eyelash Finish," "Sarsaparilla," "aA Backslider," "A Red

Fox," and "In Jackson's Purchase" (prize story in McClure's
competition).

This 1little lady, born in Montgomery County in 1848,
had moved to New York in 1887 and apparently had encountered
no difficulty in locating publishers for her work. Many of
her storlies dealt with the South which she portrayed with

sympathetic understandinge
3+ Dorothy Dix (Elizabeth Meriwether Gilmer) was a

personal friend of Martha McCulloch-Williams although there
was some difference in their ages. This friendshlp was

cemented during the years that the two were in the East, and

continued until the death of the latter in 1934. Doroethy

Dix was known for ner work on the staff of the New Orleans

e Hearst
Picamgge and the New York Amerlcan, and later with th

Syndicate, However, she found time for writing some short
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Q

ne of the best known volumes of social

satire 1s Fables of the Elite
— —

gtories and satlre,

a collection of brief and
pointed stories.

4, Hallle Erminie Rives is acclaimed for her many
short stories. One of these, "In the Wake of War," was
- ]

published in Short Story Classics (American). Of her was
sald:

Miss Rives (born in Christian Co
2, 1876) has disciplined herself more aﬁggﬁsggnggﬁyﬂoﬁy
of the popular novelists in that training school of style
short story writinge. The book of hers which first attract’:ed
general attentlon, A Furnace of Earth, was in form and spirif
a short story. Its very title is suggestive of the process
of refinement that 1t underwent in the manuscript: 1t was
rewritten seven times. "In the Wake of War," a Southern
story, has been selected for the present-series by the
guthor herself as representative of her recent work in brief
fiction.35 :

One must read this story to sense the useless tragedy
of conflict and the bodies broken by men Who live to regret
the action justified in the day of battle. Few men see the
victim of their hate as did Brent Maxwell, the former Union
soldier, and few have the opportunity to atone for their

actions and to obtain absolution for their soulse

5, Another local author whose work is difficult to

obtain for much of it is out of print is Evelyn Scott (Elsie

Dunn)., Her collection of short storles, Ideals, 8 Book of

Farce and Comedy, Wes published in 1927. Apparently there

atten, editor, Short Story Classics

35, William P B. F. Gollier & son, 1909e

(5“11‘1_“9_), p. 1679, New York:
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little ti
was me for short stories in the life of this author
0

who had twelve books Published in the decade
2
6e

1925-1935,

Caroli
ne Gordon Published g collection of sixteen

short stories which had Previously appeared in America or

England. Of these, "014q Reg" i1 considered one of the best

short atories by any contemporary Southerner. Vivienne

i "
Koch considers this "a ygefy] Place to look into the more

mature hablts of her art as it explores the humours of

nostalgia .6

Caroline Gordon is not creating her characters snd
setting. Her close association with her father gave her a
masculine concept of values, and her observance of the
values of hils 1ife gave her the material for these blographi=-
cal sketches in which Aleck Maury is the name borne by her
father,

Local setting is so accurate in all of her stories
that one can follow the characters as they move about the
community. She writes equally well of the mountains around
Monteagle. Yet, these are not local color stories In the

truest sense. Her powers of observatlion and retention of

detail are challenging and remarkable.

#The Conservatism of Caroline
hpc 328. Edited by Louis Do
Baltimore:s The Johns

36, Vivienne Koch,
Gordon," Southern Renascence,
Ruben, Jr., and Robert D. Jacobse

Hopking Press, 1953.
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Perhaps to the local resldent, "The Last Day in the

eld" is of greate
Fi st interest. Tt was of this definitely

local scene that Richard Sullivan said:

In that sound and ex
tne Fleld" (centering on oig aloor Story, "The Last Day in

already famillar to early readeSCK Maury, a gentleman

rs of Caroli
gets the very radiation of the physical eir%g Sggdgﬁg o

timate goodness of g
iﬁs surface ¢37 pair of men who walk hunting across

Of the entire book this critic, Richard Sullivan,

gstatest

The major characters move within subtle, inclusive
webs of family and community relationships, always in an
atmosphere of beautifully realized natural detail. Yet
despite the author's evident sensitivity to nature and the
frequent loveliness with which she treats 1t, there 1s
never a suggestion of any selfconscious planting of figures

against a sultable lush backdrop.>58

7. Robert Penn Warren chooses Tennessee for the
setting of many of his short stories. Perhaps this is
because of the proximity of his home to the Tennessee line,
and because of certain connotations to the words Tennessee
and Kentucky when used to refer to the ilgnorant, long-
suffering, poverty-ridden individual commonly found in both

states. The Kentucklan of much literature is the man of the

hill country; the Tennesseen In 1iterature is often from

the rural farm area such as may be found in Montgomery Countye

tg review in the New York Times

l1livan
37. Richard Su l045), pe 26

Literary Section (October 7,

28, Ibide, De 26¢



Warren has haqg e
One collection of short stories

d wit
printed With the title aptly chosen. 0f Gircus in the Attlc

has been sald:

Surely and delib
Its tone 1s one of quieigggely’ he creates atmosphere.

tnick, alf 1s still, oreews are oo° (208 heavy, dust is

end lowe The mood is one of
all the same, life is worth

gglsh, voices are slow
sober disillusionment, but,

whille, for there are d
and honore. The reader is always impressed with thggegggse

of continuity. Some of the stories have sudden violent

endings, but these, too, are only episodes in the continuity

of 1life. Most of th
5 eyels € stories are 1like bits chipped out of

Again, of this collection has been said:

The varlety of the stories and the range of characters
are proof of the strong inventive imagination. . . The
stories have a kind of delayed-action effect; they are
written with a skill that first of all effaces itself, and
the ironic detachment of the prose belies the intensity
of the subjects.40

8+ An early schoolmate of Warren, Thomas D. Mabry,
1s the Clarksvillian who has most recently recelived dis-
tinction in the short story field. In 1949 one of his
short stories was chosen by Martha Foley for inclusion in
her published collection of the best stories of the years

Thomas Mabry received the 1954 0. Henry Prize for

the short story, "The Indian Feather," originally printed

in the Sewanee Reviewe

Of this award the editors stateds

39, Christian Science Monitor (January 30, 1948), pPe 14e

40, New Republic (January 26, 1948), pe 118.
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man
longer, more verbose ang moreydi?gggeftz;éeihzzelggggéng

that explosive capacity of
characterizes the beStyshor%e:zgitic excitement which

¢ §
inpression OTfered by Thonas Nabry's'Vhne.fusian Sossias
lies h*ssuzii? Sénse of complexity and compression. The
guthor ha zed most of the techniques available to th
modern writer in order e to the

to con
dimensional plece of work. . ?tfuct a thick-textured and

Mr. Mabry's careful attentio

n to naturalistic f
creates a vislbly sensuous world, the propertiessofcwhig;
are perceived through the nerve ends. The town, the river
the countryside are more than backdrops for an action; ;

they are the physical factors which help to co t
the problems of the story's people. . .P.41 constitute

Finally, the author has not hesitated to exploit
language to the fullest extent, when justified by the
emotional intensity of situation. It is for this rich
texture of style, incident, and created character, growing
out of the most carefully observed physical environment
end culminating in a complex awareness, thgt the editors
chose "The Indian Feather" as the outstanding short story
of the year.42

9, Danforth Ross, young local writer now winning
recognition for his discerning work in the short story,
1s well represented by "The Cloud" which appeared in the

Sewanee Review of 1953. Thls {ntensely realistic story

discloses the heartbreak and frustration of an aging farmer
in a decaying agrarian civilization. The once strong and

successful individual, now resentful of the strength of one

Negro field-hand and paffled by the incompetence of another,

artsford Martin, co-editors,

41. Paul Engle and H New York: Doubleday Companys

Prize Stories, 1954, Pe 12¢
ID.C.’ 1954.

42. Ibid.’ p. 1'5.
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of fended at the Placidity of his wife and antagonized by the

independence of his son, helpless in the face of the storms
of nature and of self, dies as the battle rages within his
physical being.

On the basis of this creditable story, Mr. Ross has
recelved awards which will enable him to continue his writing;
of the novel upon which he 1s working at this time.

Other young writers who may contribute to the litera- f
ture of the future are at present being recognized in the
Tower, an anthology published annually by the English
department at Austin Peay State College. Much significant
work is found in this collectlon of the best student

composition in prose and verse forms.
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Ce Drama

Introductions

The €arly residents of Mont gomery
County were not puritanical in their concepts of the drama

and of entertalnment on the stage.

The old register of the National Hotel, located at

the south end of the public .square, bore the signature of

Joe Jefferson when he played here in The Lady of Lyons,

of Sol Kussell who appeared here in Poor Relations, of Mary

Anderson Who made an appearance in Clarksville when she |
played out of Louisville, of "Buffalo Bil1l" Cody, and of
Jenny Lind when she sang before an appreciative audience
in April, 1851.%3

Transportation by stage from Louisville to Nashville

’4

may have prompted the inclusion of this city as a favorable-
spot for an interested audience. The river route for

troupes from Nashville to St. Louis also brought productions

to the city.

Althou there has been no house built for Theat-
rical Entertafﬁments, yet, they are conducted by an en;;r-
prising manager, in a comfortable and spacious hall. e
best talent in that line is often offered, and thegr
acting highly appreciated and applauded by those who

patronize such amusementse.
1iterary and sclentific subjects,

1ghest order of talent known
: ? gﬁdiences and eager listeners,

Public lectures O%h
are frequently given by
in the Union, to crowed [sic

43, Gene Juneau Morrow, Historical Notes. Glarkss

Ville: Leaf-Chronicle, 1934.




necessitated a meeting Place in the early days of the city

Wells Fowler, a shrewd, eéccentric bachelor and jeweler of

the decade 1836'1846: built two houses on the south side of

Frenklin Street mid-way between Firgst and Second Streets.45
Here in the auditorium known as Fowler's Hall the local folk
enjoyed an evening of entertainment on January 29, 1858,
presented by Herman Melville, author of Moby Dick. His
lecture on architecture drew g large audience, despite the

cold weather,

Local Thespians and Entertainers

The organization of a Thespian Socliety in Clarksville,
perhaps the earliest cultural club in the area, is all the
more amazing when one notes: "The white population of
Clarksville in the year 1826, was 215, consisting of 40
families, of which there were 65 unmarried men, 8 unmarried
women, 55 children."45

Yet, as earlj as 1825, there was an organization

which gave cooperative assistance to a similar organization

In Nashville.

————

44, Titus, ODe cit ey Do 155.

45, Ibid., Pe 155 " 11ams' Clarks
Willlams arks-
W. R, Brin “rSt’1;?1a5§§¥i§%file: T. O, Faxon, IB59.

46,
-¥ille Directory, 1859-60, P
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ro y 0 they came forwapg wi 3
t .

ELE15%y Save"oro BALELeS 50 ae 11 puns i s areke
Soclety & O Denefit performances, in o oL
Thesplans from Clarksvill ’ ne of which the

® took part, ang t
turning over the recelpts to the man;gers o?etg:cizéggr;f

was made a public cep
) A emony. Nashville Republican (August 6,

The Thespian Society and 1tg successors, the Jeffer-
sonian and Lyceum Clubs, provideq local talent for lectures

and other forms of recreation and entertainment, The young

ladies of the Clarksville Female Academy, incorporated in
1842, enjoyed the opportunities presented by the Erwin
Literary Socilety; the young men at Stewart College organized
the Clay Club in May, 1858, Thus adults and youth particie
pated In these cultural pursuits.

Members of the Southwestern Presbyterian University
faculty were popular lecturers and entertainers,

e « o but perhaps the most popular of the enter-
talners was Dr. Joseph Wilson, Professor of Theology, whose o
fame was widespread as "an eloquent and captivating speaker.”
He was always greeted by a crowded house." His audience
was particularly impressed by his "superb" lecture on
"Courage" given for the benefit of the University gymna-
sium in October, 1886. "His intermingling of wit and wis-
dom, jest and judgment, pleasantry and pathos, evincgg ko
master's hand, as well as the most elaborate prepara onid
The fine gift of oratory possessed by Woodrow Wilson wou

Soclety, East Publications,
East %ennessee Historical

47, Tennessee Historical

No. 18 (19467, p. 99. FKnoxville:
Soclety, 1948,



geem to have been inheriteq to 128

11lustrious father, the ppor Some extent from his
sﬁ:Yoig Olessor of Theology at the Univer-
The
citizens enjoyed attendance gt these ever popular

lectures and at such stage shows as Were presented by

traveling professional troupes. As these professional

presentatlons Wwere infrequent, amateur dramatics played a

part in the community 1lirfe, However, few plays were pre=-

served for posterity.

In manuseript there is a "local farce" from the pen

of Dr. Daniel F. Wright, physician in Clarksville during the
Wer between the States and thereafter. "The Jayhawkers s OT
The Terrors of the Dover Road" 1s placed in a local setting,
and it deals with the terrors of the community during the

war years when the town was occupied by the Federal troops.49
The problems which arose over passage through the military
lines which outlined the city and difficultles with the
guerrillas are handled with a light touch, making this a
three-sct farce. There is no evidence that 1t was actually
produced.,

Public demand necessitated improved facilities for

Producing amateur and professional performances. Elder's

Southwestern at Memphis,

48, Wsaller Raymond Cooper, TR

DP. 81-82. Richmond: John Knox Press,

Wright, "The Jayhawkers, OF The

49. Dro Da.n-iel Fo e manuscript in the collection

Terrors of the Dover Road."
°f Ursule Lee Smiths
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opera House, on the coppep of Franklin Stpeet and the Publie

Square, Was remodeled extensively in 1sgy In addition t
e o

four prosenium boxes there were seats for eight hundred

sonse. The man "
per ager ", , , contracts with all visiting

frpes; STKISEESImG g Specialty companies who visit

the city, and is very particular about the class of artists

whom he contracts with."50 yng1) tne fipe 1n 1914, which

resulted iIn the completé destruction of this building, it
was the center of cultural entertainment in the city.

After more than a decade there was formed the
organization, The Clarksville Little Theater, which produced
four or five popular plays each year from 1927 through 1935,
when it was the victim of the depression and inclement
weather In its first venture as a summer tent-theater.

Its greatest heights were reached in 1934 when this
organization inspired and initiated the Clarksville Sesqui-

centennial Celebration.

The sesquicentennial of ‘the founding of Clarksville,
Montgomery County, was celebrated June tenth to thirteenth.

A giant parade, an historical pageant, and visits to
places of histérical jnterest in the town and vicinity

were features of the celebratione5l

Members of the Little Theater wrote, produced, and

50. Titus, OE. Cito, Pe 5810

Society, East Publications,
51. Tennessee Historloss ;B2 2cds Smrgiorical

NO. 7, Pe 167. EOXVille:
Soclety, 1936,
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Ihrough the Mist of the Years,
which was presented witp the assistanc

directed the historical drams
’

€ of 565 local persons

portraying actual individua.ls of the pPast and present in

Montgomery County, Thig Production on an enormous out-of-

door stage was presented in g three-hour performance with

» and lighting and
amplifiers of the most modern types.

especlally designed stage settings

This elghteen-episode
drama was from the pen of the Rev. Arthur E, Whittle, rector

of the Trinity Episcopal Church,

Other members of the local theater group who have
written plays for local presentation Include Mrs. Leigh
Buckley, Mrs. M. L. Shelby, and Mr, John M. Mason.

A local teacher in the elementary schools, Mrs.
Florence Stevenson, has had several juvenile plays published |

in The Instructor.

In a community with a historic past, it is natural
that outstanding events be commemorated with a pageant. In
1954 two events were thus recognized. The pageant depicting
the heritage and history of Austin Peay State College on

its twenty-fifth anniversary was written by George C. Grise

of the English department. Local citizens, Mrs, William

Deniel, Jr., and Mrs. Fletcher Childs, collaborated in

Writing and directing the pageant representing one hundred

of
years of service to the commnity by the Northern Bank

Ten-nessee, the oldest bank in Tennesseee
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Many school plays and entertainments are the product
of combined efforts of students and teachers in the
commnitye From these experiences talent is recognized and
with further training reflects credit upon the community as
goll as the Individuals concerned.



D. Folklore

Introduction:

A community of tpe size and antiquity

of NMontgomery County should be replete with folk tales and

local lore. However, such ideas are usually expressed in

oral form and undergo transitions thereby. But, as rationali-

zatlon and logic attack the accuracy of such tales, as
]

realism inhibibs romenticism, as scoffing attacks the

credulity of the words of the teller-of-tales, there comes

the time when these stories are no longer recounted.,

Authors
l, The single well known folk story of Montgomery and
Robertson Counties, the account of the Bell Witch, was first
compiled by M. V. Ingram of Clarksville in 1894, An
Authentlicated History of the Famous Bell Witch professed to

record events of historical fact, sustalned by personal
documents and eye-witness accounts of incontrovertible

evidenceo

The author only assumes to compile data, formally
presenting the history of this greatest of all mysteries,
just as the matter is furnished to hand, wrltten by
Williams Bell, a member of the family some fifty-six yea.gs
ago, together with the corroborative testimony ofdmen agit .|
women of irreproachable character and unquestioned veracitye

——

and Peter Kyle McCarter,
52, Arthur Palmer Hudson e by

he Jo can Folk-Lore

D, lglﬁlfriZé .ggﬁm%——;%b? B. A. Botkin, & Trgasurxl%%‘imerican
Folklore 696 New York: Crown Publishers, .
\“-—’ p' L]
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8 The Bell Witch of Middle
essee draws n
Tennessee upon similar sources and tells much of the

2. Harriett Parks Millert

legend in that region,"53

The influence of these two books and a third, The

Bell Witeh, by Dr. Charles Bailey Bell in 1934, has been

widespreads Although Dr. C. B, Bell was not a resident of
Montgomery County his version is interesting as it corrobo-
rates the accounts of the other writers,

It 1s also of interest to note the influence of this
strange account on the world of music. Composer Charles F.
Bryan of McMinnville received a Guggenheim fellowship award
for achievements in symphonic arrangements in the Bell Witch
Cantatae This secular folk cantata for soloist, chorus, and
orchestra had its world premiere in Carnegie Hall on April
14, 1947,54

The story of the Bell Witch is also the theme of "The

Hag of Red River" by James R. Aswell,.5®

53, Ibid., De 696

54, East Tennesseé Historical Soclety, No. 20, Pe
1lennes3cs

125, Knoxville: 1948.

" God
am " Hag of Red River,
. R. Aswell, "The d
Bless tﬁg Degilespp. 136-149 Edited by J;?;: ?;e::weig4o.
Chapel H111: Tﬁe University of North Caro ’
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CHAPTER TV
VERSE

What 1s Poetry? Wordsworth says 1t 1s "the breath |

and finer spirit of all knowledge." Coleridge states
E ]

"Prose 1s words in their best order; poetry, the best words |
in the best order." Edith Siebel records, "Good poetry is

neither vague nor sentimental; bag poetry is both." Her

pelief that sentimentality destroys poetry substantiates E
her belief that some poetry lacks the quality of reality. i
Scores of definitions have been given for poetry, verse,

and prose. There is no better way to analyze one than to

compare it to the others,

e ¢ o In prose, words are used as signs of other
things, 1ts criterion being the truth or falsity of the ‘
reference; while, in poetry, words are a part of what they |
signify, its criterion being the beauty or the banality of |
the associatione

by the tale they carry onward, the character they bring f
to 1ife; thereafter we may appreciate the language, the \
form, which could rise to our attention at the moment only |
as distractions; every structure of poetry 1s simultaneously |
meaning and form; we must grasp both together as one, to
hold it at all. Prose can be summarized, explalned; the

only explanation of a poem is the poem,2

i
|
A1l structures of prose hold first by the thought, w
|

1, Joseph T. Shipley, The Quest for Literature, ‘
P, 247, New York: Richard Re Smith, Inc., 1931.

2. Iblde, De 251
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1t may have the form, the
rhyme, and the rhythm, but 1t mey lack the beauty
2

Mach verse is not poetry;
3

the

emotion, and the personal Yot universal elements. Robert

craves has stated, "Verse makes a flat pattern on the paper |
»

poetry stands out in relier "3

In true poetry the subject-matter is not the
particular story which the poet desires to tell, he is

concerned with the poem itself, its form, its language.

One may recognize that the passing of time, the passing of
all things, 1s the theme of every poem. In poetry the past
is past, lrrevocable, gone; the future lies ahead and we

are drewn into 1t with the sense of eternal movement exem=-
plified In man's unquenchable hope and faith in the rhythmic;
cycles of life, the undulating waves and tides which sweep |

endlessly around, about, and within him.




A. Person
al, Narrative, and Contemplative Verse

Introduction:

When one analyzes the poetry or verse

written Oy the people of Montgomery County, one notes that

mch of 1t 1s of a form admireq by and meaningful to their

family end friends. Yet little of this verse would truly

be called poetry. Much of the work has fallen within the

field of the narrative and the personal verse; very few of

these writers have laved their souls in contemplation.

The great poet not only has something to say, but he
is able to say 1t; he has had varied experiences, real and
vicarious, and he 1s able to reveal in a subtle manner the
spirit of his ldea through his skilful choice of words. He
may not be understood by all his readers; he cannot explain
his meaning; it 1s there for those who are able to reach

the plane upon which the meaning lies.

Poets
1. In point of time, one might refer first to the
work of Father Abram Ryan during the years in which he was

serving the local Catholic Church, and, as was true of all

the early priests of that church when in service in Clarks-

ville, was boarding in the home of the Conroy family on the

corner of Sixth Street and Commerce Street. It was here,

In the upper story of the log house, that he wrote the

1]
Imortel 1ines of "The Conquered Banner.v

137 |
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Ing of nis oW grief reflected the South's

proken hearts:

For thou

gh con
Love the quered

But, oh! wilgl

Mrs. Hanna P, Conroy in a review of the life of

Father Ryan stateds

When the direful news of Lee's
Clarksville, his hopes were blasted anzuiigng§§r§e§§h§§e
South's success was changed to despalr at her fallure. .
he could not overcome the depressing influence of the
humiliating thought of his 1deal of a man and a soldier,

Lee, having to capiltulate to Grant,.®
Mrs. Conroy further states:

The muse of Father Ryan's poetic genius inspired
him with a pathos almost akin to melancholy, and I have
often sald that he could not have written a poem for the
South had her armies been victorious which would have
touched hearts with such lasting vibrations as have the
elegiac sentiments of "The Conquered Banner."®

Correspondence between members of the Conroy family
end Father Ryan is a prized possession of MNr. John Conroy

- of this citye.
2, Among the young ladies of the community who before

the twentieth century found recognition of her talents was

" conquered Banner," Library
g= Bimky OpEdR s Ryan’SQT.heAtlagta: The Martin and

of Southern Literature, De 46
Hoyt Go., 1907.

5, Mrs. Hanna P. CONroy, #ppom One Who Knew Him."
Nashville Americen (June 26, 1910)e

6. Ibide |



Miss Bettie Garlang, Miss Bettie 139 |
2

88 she was known to
phundreds of students wne Were privileged to sit in her
classroom at the Clarksvilie High School, was able to hold
the attentlon of all ag ghe made history ang people come
alive in her own charming and Inimitable manner. She had
the abllity to use analogous material In her speech and in

her poetry. Her poems were published in Harper's, Munsey's
]

Scribner's, Ihe Century, and other discriminating publi-

cationse

Two of her sonnets, "O Time" and "Unfulfilled" were
included in The American Poetry Antholo » compiled by

Howard Farlie.! Selections from these poems were very
approprlately included in the memorial editorial following
her death in June, 1930:

e ¢ o One of the characteristics of sublime souls
like hers 1s that they are never satisfied with their
achievements. They always feel that they could have
wrought better. This feeling found expression in her
poems -- for instance in the poem entitled "0 Timel" she
said:

And thou "Imperial Time," wilt thou not deal
From thy full store some unfilled warp to me
Agein -- and if thou wilt, relenting I

Will promise thee, the years to come shall not
Be lost but safely woven into what

Shall be Life's better work, and not In vain
I'11 take the fallen shuttle up againe « o o

And again in "Unfulfilled."”

June 27, 1930).

7. The Nashville Bannel (
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For harvest inco
A sense of losg ?£13£Z£ IThere comes within

hoped ¢
Of fallure life's faip reckoging gow%ﬁifill. . 8

Perhgps there is a universal element in these lines,
for 1t may be that as each of us nears the end of the way
we may look back and consider what might have been changed

if we could retrace our way and use our time, talents
’

and lives In a different pattern.

3+ The name of Mary Enola Rudolph (the late Mrs. R.
S. Rudolph) has appeared in many of the poetry digests
and anthologles of the years after 1933. Her work was

frequently found in the local newspaper, some of it being

repeated by request upon the observance of significant

occasionse.

"Transformation” appeared in three anthologles in

1939,9

8. The Clarksville Leaf-Chronicle (June 27, 1930).

" The Paebar
ola Rudolph, "Transformation,” -hS :
éntholozi o?aggrgg, p. 156, ﬁew York: Columbia Book Pub
IIshing Co., 1939,
Poets of 1939, pe. 113.

9a., Outstanding Contemporaly =
New York: ri_—_——gterary Puplisnhers, 1959; and
Anthology of Verse, Vol. III,

ob. The World's Fallf ARers=Sg o5 71959,

De 366, New York: The Bxposit
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TranSmeation

The sword of Sie

fried 1
No one could meng f 1t break,

nd, reweldin self
In crucial test, émerged tosmake
A perfect whole

» NewW, complete,
Why tinker thep with’fragments'when
Our bungling Work can not defeat
The Sureness of

4. Perhaps the least known yet paradoxically the

most frequently read woman poet of old Glarksville was

Mrss Se Eo Wo Pitt. This statement is true if one con-
slders that she alone of the lesser women poets had a

volume of poetry published. This small volume, Poems

Dear to the Heart, can better be termed verse; it is factual,
1t discloses facts rather than reveals a subtle meaning

or impression. These poems are of a period in Clarksville:
of persons, places, and things familiar to the folk of that
time, the early twentieth century. For Information these
verses may be read; for inspiration, they lack the essential
elements of imagination and personal submergence within a
universal concepte

To pead the 1list of titles will reveal the circum=-

famil
scribed 1ife of Mrs. Pitt:s her interest in her Y,

communitye.
her church, her nelghborhood, end her

The widow of a former Clarksville lawy
daughter, Pattle

er, she spent

small -

r
Mich time in the company éfiﬁiﬂw
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Together they enjoyeq tpe natural beauty of the "

city on
the seven hills,"

Their walks brompted many verses such
ast

The Cumberlang

Who hath not viewed the Cumberland
As she slowly winds along ’
Through rugged cliffs ang meadows green
Past the Seven-hllled city of song.

Who hath not viewed the
Stretching out, broad and long,

Stopped in her Sweep by a kiss from the s ‘
And by the Cumberland rolling on.l0 “

landscape

5 Perhaps the foreword to a collection of poems

by Elizabeth Donelson Dabney will express as its title

indicates, "A Poet's Prayer":

When stirred to great depths, What limitations
can curb inspiration from Thee?

May these little poems be as the widow's cruse
of 01l laid upon Thy altar with an ever-flowing,
insistent fountain for its source.

May they be olive branches gathered by little
white doves, indicating that God remembers his own
and provides in time of trouble. Let each one mean
a little help on the highway of L%fe, paying toll
required of each traveler on Life's highway.

ing vision. On
Stir and fill me with a compell

thy altar of conquest I lay it, praying that the .
loaf and tiny fish at my disposal may feed the mu

titude.

lo. lps. G. L. Pitt, Poems Dear to the Heart, pe 25
;, Clarksvi]_]._e: W: P, Titus, 1903'7 ~ N || —



Mach of “
her Poetry has been organized into a type-
written booklet:

3 this wag done by her son who was lost in

the early days of World Wap 11,11 Other of her work has

appeared in newspapers ang anthologies, Some of her poems

deal with the early history of Middle Tennessee and its

pioneer settlers, such as:

THE PIONEERS

When young Rachel Stokely |
Became the young wirfe |
Of John Donelson, |
His companion for life,

She bore him g family

Of sons and of daughters

And reared them with courage

By Chesapeake waters.

But John was ambitious

To 1ift the frontiers,

And won a land grant

For the service of years.

So the good boat "Adventure"
Was gulded with oars

Down the Holston and Cumberland
To Tennessee shoress

The women and children

Each learned how to row

And pulled with thelr comrades
When courage was low.

Once every day

They would halt for supplies
And trap a fine turkey

Before it got wise.

Or a great antlered buck,
Quencﬁing thirst at the river,

elson Dabney,"compiled
11, "Poems by ElIzabet 2000 6,11 r0rmia, 1941,

by Edmn Hamilton Fi ,
Iz E‘he piiszig 2?2?:2%10n of Mrs. Elizabeth Dabney Hadley

1 ——— - ——
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144 |
Hears the crack |
of a rif
And sinks with g quiver.le
One day when flerce hunger
Assailed the frontiers,
Swan of white Plumage
Silently appears, .

The same trusted rifle
de woodlands resound
And the wralth of the albatross
Lay on the ground,
Though the gnawings of hunger
Were stilled for a time
Their souls were obsessed
By the mariner's rhyme.,

And misfortunes stalking

All hours of the night ‘
Made them wary of shadows |
And keener of sight,

On a bluff of the Cumberland

Where Nashville now stands,

These brave-hearted pilgrims

Selected their lands.

They built a block house,
Rough hammered and rude,

While the wilderness furnished
Her quota of food.

The Redman resented

The coming of strangers

And greatly augmented

Their manifold dangers.

But the Cherokee natlon

Was no match for the wgites,
Who soon were possesse

Of the land as their rights.
They mapped the design

0f a flourishing town

Where God is forgthen

B oung and by olde.
Tgeyheart has grown weary

was so bold;
agizyoggeWaiting for angels to sing,

nquer
"There are new worlg; tg cong
Where love 1s the king.
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6+ Anothe I
T of the less well known poets whose works

appeared In anthologies wag Hugh Elzie Martin, iron molder
2
Clarksvi
in a ville foundry, Many of his poems were published
in the local newspapers., Ope of his better lmown poems
2

n
"Footprints,” 1s composed of three stanzas, the first of

which 1is

FOOTPRINTS

I stand on the verge of Etern

Look back on the fgotprints o%t%ime-
Before me the world in confusion, ’
Nothing to constrain or confine,
Nothing more than a wasted desert --
The suffering of humankind --

The rise and fall of the nations

As they rise and fall in time.l2

7« An architectural oddity of Clarksville, now the
office of the Department of Electricity, was at one time
the postoffice. Its Chinese design recalls to mind that
its designer, Captain David Murphey, also wrote verse.
Commemorating his days in a prison in China, when he was
befriended by a Chinese girl, he has left these lines:

FATE
Two shall be born long leagues apart,

Distant as palm and pine;
Wide areas cross each, pure in heart,

eet without designe
%23emmatch at sight, thelir joy 1s great,

And Cupid smiles, but it is Fate.

wpootprints,"” The Spirit of

e

12, Hugh Elzie Martin, 307. New York: The

the Fres, edited by Ruth Lawrence, Pe

~ ven Press, 1944. 7 - R —



/

146

Two shall pe p
orn on t
fh"emacl stand Sads wy°alie” *HUer
ro ’
And 01085 W strong, the other fair,

iﬁgecggigligzzﬁg; ;ng ggidzé they mate

DS, but it is Fate.l ’
Perhaps this 1s typical of the work of the novice

in the late nineteenth century; much of this type verse

did not reach the printer éxcept through the local news-

papers

8¢ A small volume of poetry entitled Lenora and

__ VNashville: Smith and Lamer, 199

other Poemsl? came from the pen of Walter Drane Martin,
grandson of the eminent Gustavus A. Henry. This book of
sentimental verse has local attachment to friends of the
author.

9+ Will T. Hale, lawyer, journalist, and historian, |
was also interested in the writing of verse which has
evidence of nostalgia in its lines which are frequently

quoted. His small books of poetry, Showers and Sunshine,

The Backward Trall, and An Autumn Lane, are indicative of

the verse which was popular in the parlors of the turn of

the century. The title poem, "An Autumn Lene," 1s Intro-

duced with these lines:

13. David Murphey, "pate," in the private collection
. a

of Judge and Mrs. Dancey Forte

Other Poems.
Martin, Lenora and e
14, Walter Drane 959,77 ” PR
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vaguely are outlined
t to the dreamertsg pensive view;

Far off and gars are those that 1ie behind,

im in re |
I lolter, therefore, collection's blue,

That leads to vheol In the autumn lane

ths come back ,in
As all the past is with the present blent.l5 e

The twentleth century with its emancipated women
found a vocal group whose prolific outbursts varied from
the expression of one's deep and intimate thoughts to the
universal truths which lay within and around one. Local
clubs, prompted by the organization of Chautauqua study
groups, were formed for discussion and for self-expressiog.

Being multiple in their interests, these clubs
became more dlsciplined and restrictive In their expression.
From the Magazine Club, the Art Study Club, the Students
Club, their interests more and more circumscribed, was i
born the Clarksville Writer's League, organized in 1933. |
However, at the next meeting the name was changed to The
Pen Woman's Circle. This organization presented an

opportunity for its members to share their expression and

criticism. Stories and poems were read; the et

- ter
expanded from the original group of twenty-three char

members

——

I
tum Lane. Nashville: “
15, Will T. Hale, An AUHVR = 1899+

— —_—— e
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. cation of boems by these authors has been

1imited in most cases to newspaper columns, In many local
¢ oca.

contests the work of Mrs, Mary Enola Rudolph was winner
»

with that of Mrs. Jennie

Larkin Horg consistently placing
geconde

ll.-12+ The two very small printed booklets of

16
verse~ from the pen of Mrs, H. M. Lupton bear witness to

her zeal and Interest., The work of Mrs. M. H. Gholson

reflected her intimate acquaintance with Greek mythological
figures, thelr characters and symbolism. ‘

Great is the contrast between the writing of these
novices and the three modern poets whose lives have been
touched by thelr days and years in Montgomery Couﬂty. The
works of Allen Tate, Robert Penn Warren, and Evelyn Scott
are to be found in many volumes of poetry.

These three have done much in the modern style. It
1s true that some have felt that the modern poet is
endowed with technical competence but writes with calculated 1‘

“
complexity. He is no longer the historian, the patriot, |

the priest, or the prophet; he writes for the few, not the

- eaks
masses; he writes for his peers, not the public; he sp

& language learned from mach education, but without

elucidation. ,1

16. Mrs. H. M. Iupton, Pro raﬁﬁignga%kc}i sorPs;xsses
§I- In Pl.‘ivate collection ‘?,E,Mfsj_, in nie Tariin TO0
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The poet
p of 0ld wag the companion of youth and age;
b

the poet of the present limits nisg acquaintance., Howev
° er,

not all the lines from the Peén of the modern writers are

aifficalt to interpret; there are poignant and meaningful |

poems from the hand of egch of these moderns

13e Allen Tate ig berhaps best lmown for his "0de

to the Confederate Dead," of which he writes in the Preface |

to Selected Poems:

"Ode to the Confederate Dead" |
1926, has now been finished in Novembgggggsé? Dicgiggr |
repeatedly asked other poets to help me with this poem
which I felt was beyond my powers. In 1931 Mr. Robert’
Penn Warren contributed one line, in my opinion its best.
The poem 1s stlll not what I should like it to be, yet
for the first time I see in it no blemish of detail that
I myself can hope to removes « « »

I am frequently asked how I can bring myself to
violate the original experience that must have informed f
some poem, by revising it at a later time when my ex- \
perience must be different. My only answer is that, as
a poet, my concern is with the experience_that I hope l
the reader will have in reading the poem.l7

Some have attributed the inspiration of this poem to

the Cemetery at Fort Donelson; that is unlikely, for Tate

had not resided in this area as early as 1926, and further-
more there are few Confederate dead who are endowed with

lettered headstones. The opening lines would indicate a

Confederate burial place, perhaps in Virginia: I

York:
17, Allen Tate, Selected Poems, DP. ix. New Xor

Charles Seribnert!s Sons, 1937 4 I |
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| D. 609, New York: Harcourt,

ODE e
T0 THE CONFEDERATE DEAD18

Row after row with strict impunity

The headstone

S yleld theinr ‘
The wind whirps without rec?iTzzt:gthe ok
J

The final lines &re polgnant witnh meanings

Tate has been quoted from g

nggosium in 1932:

Poetry does not dis
pense with tradition:
the deficiencles of g tradition, « . o The pgférizoiﬁgﬁes

tions for great poetry, given a great talent
are two:
the thoroughness of the poet's discipline 1n’a greago

objective system of "truths," and his lack of e ks
ness of such a discipline."l9 onscious

Because of his poetic philosophy, his imagery and
poetic oppositions he has been described as a "metaphysical®
poet.

14, Robert Penn Warren, contemporary and assoclate
of Allen Tate, may have been influenced more than Tate
by the locale of Montgomery County, for his home lay in
the adjoining Todd County, Kentucky, and he attended high
school in Clarksville. His 1life parallels that of Tate in

some respects, such as their contributions to the Fugitive,

their being awarded prizes and fellowships, i S

180 Ibido’ ppo 21"25. =
temporary American Authors,
o T g B C%?ace and Company, 1943, ‘
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Warre
n, In the Note to a volume of poetryzo published

in 1943, dlvides the poems into two sections, the Recent

and the Early. Of the latter he states, "The Early poems

pelong to the previous decade, some of them going back into

1"
student days. Although he 1is evlidently referring to the

student days ab Vanderbilt, one may believe that his youth

provided the impressions revealed in "Kentucky Mountain

Farm™ which 1is made up of six parts. "Part IV, The
Cardinal® demonstrates his concern for the contrasts in
nature:

THE CARDINAL

Cardinal, lover of shade. . .

Rock and gold 1s the land in the pulsing noon.

Lover of cedar, lover of shade. «

Blue 1s the shadow of cedar on grey limestone,

Where the lizard, devout as an lkon,

Is carved on the stone, throat pulsing on
lichene « « 021

It has been sald of Warren that he avolds the

obscurity of Tate and the 1cy indirection of Ransom.

e« o o his verse transmits with ingratiating direct-

ional

ness the rich warm southern earth and its reg

characters. Complexity and indirectlon are presenzéhbgg
they are kept vital by Warren's unbroken contact W e

fecund earth.2%

rt Penn Warren:
20, Robert Penn Warren, %222—_ Tarcourt, Brace and

ork:
Selected Poems, 1923-1943. New
Company, 1942.

21, Ibide., pPe 8le
22, MNillett, gg;;g;gif_E;,

147.
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E 3
velyn Scott ig the pen name of Elsie |

Dunn
formerly of Clarksvilie, ,

Her two volumes of poetry in the
: ,
recipitationg and The Winter Alone.,

Her pe
personal philosophy regarding the material and

modern manner are

its sources 1s somewhat 1ike that expressead by Allen Tate
Evelyn Scott stateg:

e o o L think the

1stic" in its sources (w material of a vital art is "preal-

hatever the individu
tation) and in all significant creative exprgisi§§e§§§§§

is some reflection from the creator!

: s own times,

"inspiration" 1s a quality of personality, angsallBigt
‘ &tterance == even In the name of the majority -- is

conditioned™ in a very individual sense. The logical

representation of pure machine culture w
formal and characterless. ould be at once

The creative expression is demonstrated in her
lines:24

SHE DIES
(To my mother, Maude Thomas Dunne [sic]-- 1940)

Stunned looks of patience have recast this face:
The brow is stern, serene, augustly high,
Remolding, from exhausted commonplace,

The setting for the visionary eye

That dimly and aloofly scans this race

Tt loves no more (these lips forebear to liel)
These fever-breathing nostrils scent the grace,
The air, the cold nobility of sky.

of the years still mounts until
gﬁistﬁizgii mouth 1Z hers who drinks her fill,
At last; and drains a goblet of pure snow:
The glance acknowledging th? end too 2102,
Unfathomable, like the moon's cleir stare,
Making her pillow terrible and falr.

23, Millett, op. clte, Pe 570,
ngpe Dies," The Saturday Review,

24, Evelyn Scott, ,
— (January 29, 1949), po 200 ——————
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The death o 4
f her mother ang the interment in Clark

ville marked the climax of pep Interest in g seemingly
unsympathetlc city, Howeyep

> 88 the years have passed she
has indicated her attachment for this town if not for its
2

people, through correspondence with a young friend, Robert
]

Bradley. Her personal letters to nim indicate the changes

which the years have brought to this Individual in whom

warmth and cold are so intermingled as to have created a |

. person who has challenged conventions yet has likewise *

sought shelter within them.

By what then shall we judge verse or poetry?
Hamilton Wright Mabie declares:

e« o« o 1f 1t glves language to the experiences and
emotions which are universal; if it confirms high aims
and strengthens honorable ambitions; if it interprets life |
nobly and brings into lonely homes the thoughts that have
stirred the world; if it touches hard condlitions and ‘
arduous work with the light of the imagination, it will
fulfill the purgose. e o Of beauty and joy and
Strengtho e o @ S

! Treasury,

t Mabie, Young Folks

Vol X125£ i;?iltﬁgww§é§§: The ﬁniversity Society Ince,
* s Do o

| 1909, 7 -
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B, Musica) Lyrics

Intro :
duction: Lyrics ape vVerses which are

accompanied by meloqy Createqd by man

vocal measures,

The plain bPeople in a1l lands sang the music that

rose from their heartg and gave color through tone to their

lives. Songs and chants of home, of love, of social

fellowship, of religion, and of country reveal the heart
of a people more clearly than do their rules and laws,

The songs of the people of the Cumberland were
brought by the early settlers. Based upon the old English
ballads of their forebears, they were intoned at appropriate
times and occasions. We read of these unusual melodies

and tones:

The airs to which folk poems are sung are tradition- |
ally nonharmonic and constitute a flexible melodic
accompaniment, remarkably well-suited to the poetry. Folk
tunes recognize no alleglance to the modern tempered or
chromatic scale of tones, nor do they necessarily maintain
their original meter throughout. Many of the melodies
Which are st111l sung in the South are nelther major nor
harmonic minor in tonality, but modal like medieval
écclesiastical music.26

Floyd C. Watkins, and
of the South, pe 618
v. 1952

26. Richmond Croom Beatty,

Thomas Daniel Young, The Literature
hicago: Scott, Foresmgqmigégg?%gg?ggj
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tobacco factory,
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A slight ]
ght effect may be found of the Cherokee Indi

an
who had intermsrried with the Negrs
s

dui T & 88 In the spirituals

e

recor Y Rolang H&Yes, an offspring of such a marriage
®

Nogro spirituals offered hope and solace, while chants
?

inspirited the laboring family in the flelds or in the

Handlers or heavy burdens toileg in
rhythm to their work-chanteys as had done the English
sailor before them,

In more recent years the songs of love, of loneliness
and Joy, have become popular. New mediums of reaching the
public have made possible the ready market for the popular

songs of varying types written by a number of Tennesseans.

Writers and Collectors
1. Perhaps the earliest collection of songs published

in Clarksville was War Songs of the South as sung by the

Forbes Bivouac Memorial Club and sold for the benefit of a
Confederate Monument at Clarksville. There are no original
songs in the booklet of twenty-eight pages, but all were

popular "songs that warmed and stirred the hearts of the

) n27
Southern people in the time of the great civil war.

2, George W. Boswell has collected folk songs

throughout Tennessee and in 1950 he published a group of

27. War Songs of the South,egé)iii. Clarksville:
Brandon and Barksdale '('Eirfail.885;lr’ i ioe 29SS L



156 |
these Songs With musicel arrengements by Cherles F. B
' es . T'yan e

This booklet "Tennessee
Folk Songs" was for use in the

Tennessee publlic schools. Boswell 1s also auth £
or o

1"
Instructional Handbook in Music," an aid in sight-readin
= g

of religious music when no instrument i haRd

3o One of the great Negro tenors of all times, Roland
Hayes, gave hls first concert in Clarksville where he worked
in a tobacco factory to supplement his tuition fees at Fiske.
His recently published book, My Songs -- Afro-Americean
Religlous Folk Songs Arranged and Interpreted by the Author,

reveals his pride in the songs of his ancestors as they have

been adapted by the American Negro.
The story of his life 1s one of struggle against

unrecognized odds, of dedicatlion to his music, of successful

interpretation of the songs of all time 28

Hayes has statead:

The Negro has hls God-glven music to bring to the
sum total of good in the world. His future lies In the
recognition of his neritage, the preservation of the songs
of his fathers. My purpose is the creation of beauty and
the encouragement of my race to create the beauty in 1ts
power., I have my head uncovered before my purpose ab all

times; I never approach 1t without earnestnesss

! d her Son Roland
08, MacKinley Helm, Angel Mo_ &y','"ig"é"’ Roland

Hayes, Boston: Little, Brown and Comp

t Biography, 1942,
ck, editor, Curren graphy
Pe 353 zgﬁewm§§i§? B%;e ﬁ. W. Wilson Companys, 1942
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Clark |
SVille was the birthplace or Clarence

Cameron
White, the noted Negro violinist ang composer |

b e o It was he |
o became note
for nis many compositions for the violin |
est
and orchestra and the composition of many Negro spirituals

including Bandannsa Sketches, From the Cotton Fields, and

Cabin Memories.50

Of him Maud Cuney-Hare stated, "White sought

possibilities in the Negro folk music as a source of art |

 forms and particularly for the violin and piano and for

voice."91

Of White's vision and purpose Cuney-Hare reports:

Although handicapped by the artist's usual lack of
means, White has courageously worked toward his goal and
has never for a moment swerved from the high ideals of a
true musiclian. He 1s an outstanding example of the con=-
sistent growth of a composer who mastered his technic so
as not to be restricted to a verbatim interpretation of
Negro melodies. His use of the themes has proved the J
stylistic adaptability of the same and hls compositions
show a universal unity based upon a diverse racial ex=- |
pression.32 f

5. Bryan Dority, gifted young composer and recipient
of numerous musical awards, composed the muslc and lyrics
for the Alma Mater of the Clarksville High School whlle

there as a student. Since that time he has studied in

30, Who's Who in AmeI‘ica, 1952-1955, Pe 2587« |

Chicago: A. N. MarquiE—Company, 1953 |

gro Masicians and Their Music,
Neiated Publishers, InCe, 1936

31, Maud Cuney-Hare,
Pe 330, Washington: The AsSs0C

32, Ibide, De 333
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America and in Europe , 81; —

» achleving much recognition for his

composition of cheamper music, quartets for stringed instru- “

ments, Cycles of songs, and overtures and operas
L]

At the age of ten he composed his first operetta,

The Gingerbread Boy, which was presented at the White's
Chapel School by his fellow students.33 |

6. Perhaps best lmown for his lyrics and musical
compositions in recent years is Francis Crailg, who |

characterizes hls music I

as on the "smooth and pleasing" side, partly
attributable to the instrumental makeup of the band which
he maintains more or less constant -- four saxophones,
three brasses (two trumpets and a trombone) and three |
rhythms (piano, string bass and drum).34

Cralg resided in Clarksville where his father was &
Methodist minister. After moving to Nashville Cralg |
became well lmown for "Red Rose," "Near You," "Tennessee I

Tango," and meny other songse

7. Beasley Smith, a resident of Clarksville during
his boyhood, 1is credited with a number of lyrics and compo-= q
sitions. Among these are the ever-popular "The 0ld Master “
Painter," "That Lucky 0ld Sun," and "A Man and & Mountain." j‘

8. A writer of modern folksongs, several of which

have a relationship to the white spiritual, is Roy Acuff.

ther, Mrs. W. F. Dority to I

2 e
Ursula iﬁ; S,Iﬁﬁﬁer gg?e?i?ﬂmconection of Ursula Lee Smithe

f
34, Pamphlet from Francis Cralg in collection ©
. e

R
- ——eee—
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In recent years he has acquireg property in Montgomery

county where he spends part of his time. Among his personal
favorites are his compositions "The Great Speckled Bird,"
mrhe Webash Cannon Ball," "Pins and Needles," and "Low and l
Lonelye"

These composers and collectors have been joined by
many singers of all types of music who have contributed to
tne cultural growth of the community. Pleasure has been
prought to many through music in the schools and churches,
and in the homes through the radio and recordings.



' the development of the literary history of the community

CHAPTER v
CONCLUSTONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

The purpose of thig Study has been to locate and to
analyze the llterary production of the residents of Mont

[

gomery County, Tennessee, an effort was made to evaluate |
|

\

l

their work in the light' of the influence of their residence
in this area and to determine the quality of service
rendered to their fellowmen through their literary achieve-

mentse

Through the use of the historical method of research,

has been demonstrated. |

The purpose of this chapter is to convey to the i;
reader those pertinent conclusions and recommendations
resulting from this study. This chapter is organized in l
the following manner: A. Values of the Study; B. Uses of 11
the Materials for Further Research; C. Uses of the Materlals \!

in Teaching; and D. Review of Research. I
|

A. Values of the Study

Research into local materials has not attracted the |

the
student in the South as it has in other sections of |

nation., The people themselves have erected certain !‘

become
barriers, which, fortunately in recent years, have

180



of thelr research capabiliti
in this part of the country
souls,"

€S, as one college president

says, "to save t ,
and to give vitality to their teachingid o i o uaY

Corment 1s frequently made conce |
contribution of the South ig superior t;?égg Egeoggggwgzggg |
of the natlon. Such remark usually carries with it the
implied feeling that the region has given in larger measure
than 1t has recelved 1n return., While it is true that the |
splendld achievement of these Southern-born affords |
additional prestige to the region of their nativity, it is |
felt that thils factor is but a meager return for the ime ‘
poverishment which the process has occasioned in the l
quickening forces in the 1life of the South.?2

The value of this study will ultimately be determinedi

by the effect that it has upon its readers.
From this study it is believed that the following

advantages may accrue: f
l. An appreciation for the recorded facts of the

past end present, for teachers and students will be made

aware of the accurate and authentic records now available.

1. Wilson Gee, Research Barriers in the South, P 1.

New York:; The Century Company,

|
Y S

2 Ibide, Pe 2. .



3. Awareness of these flgures of national literary

and hdstorical imPOrtance, which will foster g pride in the

reflectlion of these figures upon their environment.
B. TUses of the Materials
for Further Research
It 1s belleved that the findings of this study will
motivate and ald further research:
l, Through use ags a survey of contribution to educa-
tion, religion, literature, and history of the community.
2e Through use of the sources of data.
C. TUses of the Materials
in Teaching
The material of a literary history is applicable to
both the Social Studies departments and the Literature
departments of the schools of the community. In the 1light
of certaln objectives of these two departments it 1is
suggested that this literary history may be used as source
material for instructional purposesSe
1, In the Social Studies

ae. Objectives:

(1) To develop an appreciation of our soclal

heritage so as to learm to recognlze

these valueSe



(2) SO ——

which have shaped our environment.

(3) To esteem the contributions of the men of
the past to today's cultural status,

(4) To use better and more-varieg local re=- ”
Source materials ang techniques., |

(5)

To broaden the scope of social studies |

through use of materials drawn from the
literary fields, G

(6) To learn the technlque of finding, orga-
nizing, and evaluating materials in |
making use of the sclentific approach to |
historical truth. |

be Technlics:

(1) Group projects: U

(a) Making surveys of correlated materialéb
‘ |
(b) Making reports: Panel; Group.

(¢c) Preparation of programs: Assembly;

Class; Clube. |

(d) Dramatization of historic events.
(e) Field trips to places of intereste

(f) Guest speakers on local resourcese

(2) Individual projects:

+ Brief
(a) Writing: Essays; Biographles; |

I
‘

Historless R St S

— ‘
J
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b) Reading: Listed works of authors;

Biographical data,

(c) Listening: Additional history snd

- other factual data.

2« In Literature

2+ Objectives:

(1)

(2)

(3)

(4)

(5)

(6)

(7)

To enrich our lives by reviewing some of
the experiences of our predecessors,

To effect vicarious participation in the
intellectual growth of our ancestors,

To observe man's contribution to his
fellowman in service and in pleasure. I
To recognize our heritage of works of
literature.

To cultivate aesthetic, intellectual,

and critical interests. ;
To use leisure time well through activities
which are socially useful and individually
satisfyinge.

To promote growth in the abllity to think
retionally, to express thoughts clearly,

end to listen with understanding.

b. Technics:

(1)

GI'OuP projectS:

(a) —r o

Making surveys of correlated materiali-




(2)

(b)
(e)

(a)
(e)
(f)

s 185
Making reportss Panel; Group,

P
Teparation of brograms: Assembly;

Class; Club,

Dramatization of historic events,

Fleld trips to Places of interest.

Guest speakers on local resources.

Individual pProjectss

(a)

(b)

(c)

Interviews with suthors

Writing:

Essays: factual and critical. |
Blographies,
Dramatizations.,
Reading:

Study of types of literature; use of I
examples.

Lives of authors.

Additional works of authors.

Study of comments by competent critlcs.
Proper use of Biblliography.

Use of library to locate materials.

Independent research into additional

authOI’S .

Listening:
Oral reading of all types of litera-

ture.

Programs DY local resource people.



‘to statistical studies, and somewhat more reliance is being

e 166 ||
(a) Speech:
Delivery of orations,

Re-enactment of debates, |

Presentation of dramatic sketches.,

D. Review of Research

Soclal-studies research has been conducted since 1916 |

when the term, social studies, came into being. Such ﬂ

research has evolved into that of the present period, which

is sald to Dbe

« + o characterized by increased attention to the
goclal setting, by efforts to build new curriculums which f
are more reflective of society and of the functional needs
of students, and by attempts to measure and evaluate out=-
comes beyond the informational.

|
e o o perhaps somewhat less faith is being attached |
[
placed upon judgments of value.d |

Few strictly controlled studies have been made in the |

field of literature, as "the greater part of the published
articles on the teaching of literature are statements of |
opinion or reports of partially controlled experimentation."%
The reason for this lack of factual information 1s |
"The desired outcomes of literature do not i
nd

falrly obvious.

lend themselves to quantitative measurement

Encyclopedia of Educational Re- |

3. Walter S. MOnT 0 G e Nacmillan Co., 1950

Search, p. 1215. New Yorks

4, Ibide, De 397

5. Ibide R —
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" . :
Instruction ip English"

reports
that the aims of literature are (1) vicarious es
exp

erience,
(2) standards for future reading, (3) mowledge of literary

tyes, (4) character and 1deals, ana (s) enjoymentsS Tt 15 |
U S

easlly recognized that objective Investigations can seldom
1

be concerned with these intangible qualities |
In view of the limiteqd research into local resource |

materials the recent announcement of two current studies

is highly pleasinge. Of interest to Montgomery Countians

will be the completion of dissertations for the Ph., D, ‘
degree by Prof. Paul Hyatt and Prof. Robert Welker, respec-
tivelye

Prof. Paul Hyatt, instructor in History and Sociology |
at Austin Peay State College, will write a history of the

ILeaf-Chronicle as his dissertation in completing work on his |

Ph. D, degree at George Peabody College in Nashville. h
|
Prof. Robert Welker, former resident of Clarksville

and at present instructor in English at Vanderbilt I
University, has chosen a study of three notable authors of

the area for his dissertation in completion of his work for

the Ph. D. degree at Vanderbllt University in Nashville.

His ultimate aim is to relate to the reglonal background the“

#Tpstruction in English," U. S.

6. Dora V. Smith, No. 17. Encyclopedla
0ffice of Education, Bulleti? lgz.New York: The Macmillan |

9f Educational Research, Pe 3

0‘, 19500 e
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grt and philosophy of the three authors, Caroline Gordon, |
Robert Penn Warren, and Evelyn Scott,

The completion of these studies is anticipated with

great interest, for they will be contributions to a communitii

awakening to 1ts heritage and cultural resources. |

|

It is concluded that this study, "A Literary History |

|

- I
| of Montgomery County, Tennessee," offers tangible information
' for use in the schools of Montgomery County, and that it |

opens the way for additional research in soclal studies,

' 1iterature, and other areas of interest.
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