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Ab1traet 

I prep••• te ub a 1tu41 er th• ■ff••••t tar repeal 

er the Preh1b1t1n A•••4•••t te the Ca1t1twt1n. Th• 

1t11t1 •111 1aclufe the r••• 1 re- th• tatla:r• •f Preh1b1t1n. 

The paper •111 g1• •1th a brief hilt«ry et h• &114 

o•■• • ••7 ef lite t a the 'O a1ted Statea. 
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Amend11ent. In ract, their work was a major contr1but1cm to 

that fact, and thh w111 be brought out 11'l the paper. 

With the people or the 1'l1ted States awakened to the 

fa c t t hat Proh1b 1t1on ha r Ue , the next step was to end lt. 

F1rs t, elections• re hel 1n 1 2 , an its oand1dates and 

pla tf or s a hOllf tha 1 • oul not be lOTt efare the goal 

or the w te •• • h h n • • to decide hClllf 
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To the Gradu ;1L e 1.o un (' i l : 

I am submitting herewith a Thesis written by Janet Tyler Winn 

entitled : "The oble Experi nt Ends : A Study of t he Repeal Movement 

of Prohibiti on . " I r co h it be accepted in par tial fulfillment 

of the requir nt for h d of er of with jor in 

His t ory . 
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While Prohib1t1on eee ed to help eome ram1liee, 1t d1d 

not affect all people. I t was hoped that Pr ohibition would 

corabat crime and drunlcenneei,. and oa se people to eave the 

money t ha t t hey wer thr 1n away o liquor . Indui,try 

cla1 ed alcohol wa s th 
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voted wet . 113 The &fflendment was therefore passed easily by 

both bod1ee or Congre11 and quickly rat1f1ed by the states. 

There were proble e w1t h the early stages or Proh1b1-

t ton that woul shOllf up lat r o oause the "Cry rar Bepeal. • 

PoT on th1n • th ye sp11 oth the Republ1oan Party 
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forc~~ hle . Th~ V 1~ e~ Act -nd o ~r ct8 wee intended tg 

provide entertsln e nfortun a el ' 
ll V pe l~ felt 

t hat these li C t v1 " e e ba!1 r 8 -.en eple 

b.Y the n1te s • C A • ult , ere wu, 
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to • • • 1t 1 en." 
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clauses were passed. The add1t1one 1ftcluded "dwell1ftgs 

where peeple cwld pessess liquor •1thwt rear er reprisals 

were defined as lnclu 1ftg os 1de,-eee . apartaents, hetela, 

.:r s1111lar places or a b ed n7 Aho, 1n 1v1dua ls •ere st111 
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11.anu ract r 

th b 11 1 h 

H s , •h1 

na 

r 

" h 

h 

han 

a lo oh o 

A c f 

• • 

1 h w 

• • 1 a 1. 

r ru 

• •• • up 

., 

• 

Uff 

• 
•• 

an • n • 
• 

• 

d1t1 .,,, 

1tate 

u 

ftt 

a: 

te 

passed 

• the 

t • 

·e"•t• 
la . 

a • nl 

11 

l 

r 

ln 



7 

the development or fuel, dye , and other lawful 1nduetT1es. nS 

The use of beverage alcohol was "restricted to the patients 

of dootors, 0011l1Un1oants at rel1gloua serv1oes, and ulcers 

of vinegar o 1der . "9 
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bey••d anyth1:ng we haTe eTer wltllle!!ed befer•, 11
10 The 

act al!• rerueed tr1al by j ury 1n seae oases. It oe•fil-

cated pereenal preperty , an 1 xtend d. he plllWer ef the 

jud i c iary, The ea•ot1ty •r he he If & ! )IITa d. by the aet 
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would at the very lea ■ t legalize light wines 
and beer and proteot 1nd1v1dual rights or 
privacy and properly rr the exoe111ve zeal 
of Proh1 b1 t 1 on ents. T,o fenent Drye, 
notably W 1111a11 Jennings Brya,n, he tnd1oated 
that the pro~oaed referendum would result 1n 
endorsement of the p e ■ nt act by an O"fer­
whel 1ng jor1ty, t h I en a 1ng a auoh 
■ore r1 arous nforo nt t n 1t had thus 
far obtain 1 
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Chapter III 

W1 okeraham C 1811on and. Report 

The W1ckershA C 1 s1on 1 1 report pla7ed a 

large role ur1n roh 1t1 n. h C _ 1 1 on •as teolmt-

cally called th a 1an• I.aw • .r ·a.nce and 

Enforce ent. It1 
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f,rr raote bearing n the deplft'a ble !1tuat1en enge dered 

by the Preh1b1t1ew Aae11d eat ,l 6 Al heu h their cenclu!1Hs 

and reoe11rH11da t1 ens uy have • n th ~ !1tant an 

ce11trad1ctory, th y 1 

raots. A Pr •fe Sff Mc 

repert ,us 11 th •• t ch• no a 

n ry1• • P • t he 
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good g.vern11eat tha• w 1th the rtghts and lf?'M\ge er the 

Preh1b1t1•• preblem. Best est e oha1ruR, there were 

tea ether members •f the W1oker ha C 1ae1n. There was 

a f •r er Secretary ef War: a fff er tat Ch1 r Ju.et 1oe: 

a C1rou1t Ju •1 •o D11tr o e : t • pTa t1o.1• 

lawyers: the D •• •f the . r•a.r La• s h•• ; • the 

Pr s1 11 •f Bad rr r ... eT1d aoe 

f "11'1 t •• ft h 
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The final report or the Wickershaa Conission was 

submitted 1n 19)1 after two Jears of 1tud7. It prc,yed a 

disappointment to the Dr7a. The report ta "s1gn1ficut 1n the 

emphasis •hioh 1t plaoed on the necesatt7 of putt.lng ~ 
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failure of' enfm-oeaent &fld the rea-ulta er 11qum- lawless­

ness, and WOTe wet prepag-anda tnto the state ents and 
24 

oonolus1ens." The o 1ttee hei,ed that by ush1~ th1s 

type •f propaganda, an7fll.e. who ha4 11•t re,&d the, rep.-t 

might th1nk 1 t f&Tffed r p a l, 

Cngress of' the · " t 4 

h1s eat•~ t• th 

1 th tr 
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Do 
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Grace R• t . 

Brother ublla ers. 1 
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The following is a reprint frOJft the text er the 

report of the Wickershaa C01'1111saten on how the C0.111'B1as1cmers 

st od e the 1asue •f Prohibition. 

P'1Te 11e11bers •f th V1'c keraha. c 

further tr 1al of present 11qu w.r re lat 1 •11, h, the report 

presented to CongTess: four of the k r v111 1on, and 

two are f or t r 1 ht r e pea 
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the Ba loon . 

The Cen111 1 1e eppee&d. t e the Pe4eral er State 

Gnernaenta , &8 auoh, g e tng 1.llt e the l i quor bu11ne11. 

The C 1111• h eppesed t e t>1• prep eeal or ••Uf'1-

oatten te pera1t tuft r aoture • n sa le• 11 ht wtnea •114 beer. 

The C h11en hel 

and th euppfft er p~ 11 

ent'eroeaent. 
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u11der the E1 hteenth A n4 ftt 11 ua• r oea l e, and that 

the UUtJld :nt s heuld be 1 l a t ely r ·eT 1aed, mat , r -eoeg91E1q 



that the process Gf the a■eBd11ent w111 require s .. e t1ae, 

th•7 ua1te 1n the reo ... endat1•a r.r the 1•~Tn-e■ent er 
the enferoement ageRo1ea, 

All the C 

reT11ed, 1t ahwld be 4e t• read ub tant1al t7 •• 

f ol l ow a , 
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Chapter I V 

Cr 1 e a.nd C .rr-upt 1 an 

Ga.ngsters and th or1 •• e;() a te •1 th the■ ••r• 

arw1td l g b fff th • • pt 1 • f h en t Allen ellt. 

But, with th a end. nt 1 d l l1qu • th tr 

Hat of or1a1n•l • ,,. t a. •t t.. 
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after midnight." Peter Oiegard , an author, stated that 

a prem1nent wet member er C9ngre11 once t eld him the 

pr1no1ple upon •h1oh the Wet e baaed the tr prepa das 

"Ever7t1 ea or1 
they ory Pr eh1b1t 1 
girl ff a bey 
Preh1b1t1on. B'Teryt1 
pol1t1o1an ls aoou 
they sore&J:1 Proh1b1 
they a.re gradua ly 
publ1e 1nd th 1 
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B'Yer·yt 1 e a 
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fff the law. "JO 

The Preh1b1t1e 1ets theught tha t the sa l e •f 11qu.r 

was a s.c1al or1ae. that the 4r1•k1■g er 11quff ••• a racial 

or1••• aad. that the ret . lte et 11quff ·••r• er1■ 1Ral aet1ns. 

Cr1• a n ee oh.arged 

•f the ft.attn.a l .,.. .. 
ui:1ag ner t • thea 

trade. " 1 AO 1• • 
La■de1oe. " Pr • h1b 

a•d p .. e?' er • 
teleph e. t • 

ga. st r 
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The pref1ts •f Preh1bi t 1n wer e• • e"er■ws that a 

pattern deTelep ~ ffll' the • n factur e ud sale er 1111olt 

llquer. Fr•• 1920 te 192), ther·e • •• a hH t er sull 

beetleggers and rUJEru ••re o•pe,t 1 r.a the J)l' ef1ta er the 
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tra4e. Ollly the1e cr1■1aal g~• •n1 h ••r • a lreaty ffg&111zed 

1• the large cltlea, uoh a 

hep a • fll' ■ 11 

gang ware rleurt h rr . 
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The Ill1ne1s Cr iae SurTey et 1929 d i s onered t hat ohala 

Teters, oe l eniz d , aad or eek'e! e l eot 1•• beard , were re-
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oruited regularly rr the rann et .rg-a 1z:ed or1 e. "Qsly 

the uea v ete er th arn1,e<1 ■1441• ol a 11 e11 et Ch1oag e owlet 

uke eooae1 al fwra7e • f r •fff• ap 1fttt t h• eteraa l t ie-up 

betwee or1 • ..,,.4 p• l1t1o 11 u , whtoh ••• 
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the wealthy b•.tlegger ••d rao keteer wae the uer1caa 4rea■ 

oe■e true. The reoeat 1a1g:rant1 ha4 o et• Aaer1oa 1B 

pursuit •fa dreaa, and th••• aa 

by T1elat1~ certain law a • re the1r f\.r1t her Ma aa4 helpe.ra. 

These ••11 were the e1ghbffhe u • • "'T p-re1tlge 

ud p•er •f th1t Un 1 • l o 11 • T all pne t1 ~ ,tr 1e k-eJI 
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by bad publ1o1ty,nJ? Therefere, the 1nu~1ty er the 

gangsters f'r 

ganda oase. 

pr seouti gaTe the Weta a str ng prep•-

During Pr h1b1t1 • liq er fl r\shed . V~klng 
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A problea that the auther it 1e1 had oencern111g g&J\gsters 

a1id illegal liquor wa1 patrolling the berd.er and o•st1 1n 

order te keep s111Uggling rr beo in~ a huge operatim. The 

United. Statee-Canad1an bardor 181 , 9 ■1le l«n . !Ten an 
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criminal, so the s pea ke ay brought respectab111 ty to the 

saloon. "The heyday ot the apea keaey was during the twent1ee 

when 1t flour i shed l ike the hydra.: ohop off one of 1t1 heads 

and tw o grew 1n 1.ta place ."41 It offer nl ht -el.ub aota, 

liqu or, and 1nd1ffer nt to at hu 
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There were quite a few changes 1n appearance tra the 

old saloon to the new speakeasy, SW1ngtng doors were re­

placed by locked doors ecmta1n n a peephole. Carpets sr 

bare boards took the plao of t e ol •• ·uet floors. The 

e r' t 1 e7 , re 1ned 
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orr1oe buildings, 1n brownstone roo 1~ houses, 1n tene-

ments, 1n two-family dwell1n~a 1n the onx, etc."45 There 

was one on New Y<Jrk's East S1de •1th an exterior that ade 

1t leok like a syna c.gue, •hUe ether r e bled te.a rN111 

fir sort drink parlora. 
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might be seen. 

Speakeasies had b th good and not so geed oha.raoter­

istios. 01 the plus a1de, 1t di1oouraged the patranage ef 

down-and- ts. Also, 1t put an n.d te he saloon ou1t of 

treating to drink.I and or a11 .. 1n rlnk rs t• pour thetr 

own drinks. But, th potnt h ne t 1T 1de were as 

rear or federal ra1 
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and destroy the Proh1b1t1cm "F'rankenste1n." 49 All or this 

was sheer hyproorlsy, A la.rge number of the me ber1 of the 

aaseciati9n had thelr bootleg er a and they epenly and 

defiantly drank and ■ened beetleg liqu.r. "The1r real 

objeot1on to the bootle er an the 1pear.as7 ••a net that 

they were carrupt and la•le 1, but that t y old unta1ed 
50 

11quer." 

31 

In 1ts prao 1 a l rr , na 1 •l • 1 1t1• trana-

r rred two b11114'1"1 ollar a 7 ar 

le er•, or1 1nall, ar •ff 

111• al aot1•1t1e• • r 

we kl7. The r1 1n• l 

and pr1nt1n - l ant tw • 

oount rr 1 t ••z · an 

oapa w peok t o 

•Trupt nen, en a n 

r1n r peal •f h 

A " 1 p nue . 

In r 0 

ha er 

Bur au. 1 ~ p 

time , 1t was earrup 1n 

• .. , 

• • 
• • 

••• 

a l h tr 

, 00 , 000 .. \ 

• 

t• 

w a lth 

r htbH1. 

•n 

51 n1ted States, p. 244, Nlohols, Twentieth Centurz 



32 

jobs to tend to conoern1ng illegal l1quo:r. It had to 

11 guard more than 18 , 000 mi l es or nati onal boundaries, oheot 

11,000.000 doctors• pTesortpt 1• 1. obetruot the d1Tera1on or 

the 170,000 , 000 gall one or 1 4u 11 t rla l a loohol produoed: 
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of Proh1b1t1on. In the booklet, Cr1ae S1noe Repeal by 

Leonard V. Harrison, the author sa71 thats "The uneaoap-

:n 

able oenolu11e,, 11 that le 11tat1., under 1u1table regula­

t1on1 and contrel, contribute to a r uot1on •f or1 e, •h11• 

Proh1b1t1on OM\tr1but I to 1t 1nc a e. 
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gallons reta11 oost tetal coat 
per pllen 

sp1r1ts 200,000,000 tu .oo t 2 . 200 . ooo ,004 
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Chapter V 

Org:an1zat1ona Opp•■ ed. t• Proh1'b1t1 

The opponents er roh b1t1on 
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Both the Aller1ean Leg1an and the Amer1oan Federat101'l 

ef Labor a 1ded the wet oauee, The r.-r- er " objected to a 

oond1t1on endanger1n res p ot fff t he l a , r while t he latter 

cried, "N o beer, no • or lct " .._ el 

the Aller1oan Ped rat 1 

Co?1111tte 1 " ••• d pr 1T1 

r beer tends t pr 

Ther w r 

f ro th r .. ., th ra t ur t 

h1b1t 1en • 
un1 •• At 

t h r 0 or 
t h 

blunt h 

a.n r a 

n1 

u:p • 

••• h 

5 o l 

S1ncl 1 , 

er Lab or , 

th A 

1 

ol 

1o.n 

• 

t fJ ena t .e Jud.1o1ary 

wc,rkl.n of h11 la■■ 

n • en " 51 

• 



) 8 

to everybody 1n theory. n5 9 The lawlesenees , that was 

growing due to Proh1b1t1on , thre t ene to cause SS un-

employ ent and to shake the roots or s oo ty. "he sue 
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country. The c hange wa s du e 1nly to econo 1o propaganda 

of t he t1 e . 

Another group oppoa d to p oh 1b1t1on was the at1onal 

Association Opposed to Proh b 
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Assoo1at1an itself apprcned a prepesal for repeal, bJ a 

referendu vete er 1),779 t• 6,)4o.n 65 

Two years pr1or, 1n 192 , the Bar !saeo1att •f 

New Yerk "adopt d. a reaolutl 
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the s p1r1t and purpose or the Cons tituti on or t he United 
68 

states." They ba s ed. t heir oppos 1t1on to national Proh1-

bit1on essentially on le 1 oun s 

ment 1a 1neons1stent •1th the pl r 1t 

constitution of the nlt S 
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ev1table 1nte11perance. "
70 They prepeaed. t e at t ain th11 

end by "helping their fathers deo1eve the ~eple, elect 

t • err1oe en whe weuld take ders rr th 11quer 

interests a11d b1g bua1nea , a or th repeal er ent aroe-

ment statutes, ohan e th re lt n 1t1 • t • Preh1-
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they wanted passage by the states of l ws wh1ch would 

control the manufacture and le or 1ntox1ca t 1ng liquors 

along lines best su1ted to the proble s of e oh 1nd 1v1dual 

state. Th1rd, f'ede r l le 1 t o o pro t states who 
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may desire to re 1n r7 t wa ea ired. 
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people who furnished t hem • 1th auppl1e and others with 

whom they transacted business, their patrons , the pol1t1-

o1ans, and many other ele enta." 76 The:, &Ten rurn1ahed 
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011, Newoemb Carlt • President er Weeter,, Unl•; ud 

Charles H. Sabin, Pres1de"t r Guaranty Sat e Depes1t 

CoTlp&fty and oha1r n et the b•t-d er Int erl\&t l ena l Rubber 

Company. 
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Le•~e oaMe threugh the churches rre a all oefltr1'but.ra, 

three-quarters er the e7 g1Ten te the Asseo1a t1 en 

in 1929 oa11e fr• the peoket, ef r f'ty-three 11H.eta .1r•• · 
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This was aoc pl1shed thrwgh the influence or Al S•ith. 

As the representative er Ta 
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Assoc1at1en felt the law shculd be destreyed b7 -i,en 

and oestant v1olat1en er 1t. 1'r . Valter a. Buok , anether 
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. 49 

themselves fff repeal, and the7 aooepted and bTNdoa1t 

the prepaganda fff the ergan1~a t1en ju1t a1 theJ accepted 

and u1ed 1ts aeine7. 

By the end •t 19J1t th: .&•·•ect·atUm repvte-d that the 
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influence was "cast on the a1de of the cr1 1nal 11quor 

dealers, the underworld, T& n:, pol1t1oe, tax 1nTat1on, 

and publ1o deoept 1 on." 9l There oa_ru,ot b.e the el ighte1t 
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have become cocktail parties ... where fashion points, woaen 

follow •.. these 1ns1d1ous and atn1ater ladles at the bar are 

too s1n1ster a fact to deny ... they are apread1n,g a fatal 

poison." 
93 
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enrollment centers were epened , Repeal was the theme er 

rad 10 talk.a, pre a a art 1olea. and adTert tae ent1 po:eted. en 

110 billboards. Speeohea were br·oadoaet lwd1peanr1. 

The Ant1-Saloen League at te pt t e 
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1n st. Paul 1noreaaed 1t ■ eabeTah1p by 12,000. In P1tt■-

'burgh, 1• just fwr days, eaber ■ h1p 1noreaaed by- 11,294. 
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A new .-rga1"l1zat1en waa beguft 1ft ,c.,t•n• •tth 1500 ••• •••ber1. 
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Chapter VI 

Th Pa1lure •'f Pt-•hlb1tle 
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in a pell •f 1,747,6)0 pe•~l•. Eighty -one p~r cent et' the 

people sh•ed atreng 1ent1aent1 &gatnat Prehlbttl en. 

The Dry■ all felt that Prehlbltlen wa1 n.t a t'allure 

e'fen th.ugh the Jlne■ent waa gr•t11g etrtn r te oh&n«e the 

law. Dr. Leu1 ■ Henry Saith, Pre114er,t .r Wa1hlngttl\ Lee 

Un1Ter11ty, oalled the law "the l 

,tep fff'Ward 1n the upl1t' 

any o1T111z d natl-,,. 9 

C 11s19'\er, ta1d "th 

death• rrn aloehel. OQ 

hwa ' 
and ut jUT 

Orr• ■pent ye r 

t1an •• • uoo,11, 

"The Dr1• r t •h 
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T h W 
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nery h • and t 

n11 

p111 

t h \ 

n 

er 
., 

" 
he " 

l 1\ 

• 

99sann. Th LA•l•■• 

lOOib1d. 

t 

,, • p . 

It a.n t ett'eotlTe 

race •~er ta n by 

• • 
0 t 

• a: • •-
• 1 

. he 

• 1 1-

u. 
01 

t 

••t Jha4, 

101 I The Ir• .r &-so••·· p. 244. S1nol.&1r, !PT!,!!•h~1~b~1~tJ1.!!,W~~::..::.------



befere. Cr1~e st111 pre•ailed. The beetleggers ha4 beo ... 

m1111na1res. Pe•~le were ■ till bu1ia« illegal 11quff 1n 

def 1&1'lOe •f the law. Kn.f ffoe nt er the a enda nt and the 

velstead Aot beoa •l.a•■ t 1•~• 1ble. 

There ••re three MUI fa,0t.:r-1 th lped. pu1h the 

■ne11ent rrr repeal. The nrat ••• • ae• aotal att1tu4e. 

Preh1b1 t 1-, a44ed. a ■ p1o er • t e t 1 t • 4.r ~••.Laia 

peeple •ere 1n the 1ea.ro 

oh.anged and dr tn kt ••• 

n- beoauae the7 r l 

d•. Vet prero&n11cia 

t 1 ■el h&4 0~111-.·wr\ol 

The e1trea11 er 

al • h•l pr ebl 
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57 
g.vern.ment ■pending aaaeo1ated •1th enraroe enter the 

Pr•h1b1t1en law I repeal PT eh1b1t1• an4 the Pe4eral gnern­

aerit owld out 1 ta erpe111e1. "lO) TMre had. bee a huge l • •• 

1n the federal reTenue oau1..t when th• llghteenth 4Mll4Mnt 

ended 11quff and 1t1 taxe1. 

the 1920'• by a h1gh 1no 

h1.1 tu had te be -4• up 1n 

1Jlo et tha 

wealthy ••• 1r the tu •er r11tn-ed, h• • alth, •eulct a&Te• 

•• e of the 111111 th 7 • • ap,ti, 

1nYelt 1t •1 el • • 

ap1n. "R•~•l ••• n• r•P'I'•• 
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unempl9711ent rel1et, n106 

By the end er 19)0 , r 1•e p• a•thle a lterut1Yee t e t he 

existing situa tion had been Jn'OJ)Med . Ck,e et the•• a lteT­

na t1Tes wa1 the •1ll l n~ o pltanoe •1th the l aw· "' t~ part 

ef en1111gh peeple te reduoe t preb le , r • n.taN>e t t e 

unageable t er •. A r eal1 atto e'ttn- t t • enrtro• t he laJr 111 

alternat 1Ye. Al •• tht r t 

•• r o, 

t ••• a I O• . 

,&v.!11u i, 4 1ft t f t • la• 

• lta1NU1tttYt 
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to asl!lure the friends of Proh1blt1on that repeal need net 

neeel!l1ar1ly mean either the return or the aaloar, to &n,1 

part of the United State, err t~• lo I or federal as111tuoe 

to thoae state, •h1oh •hhed. to pro 1 1t tnto:r1oatln.g 

beverag•s ent1rel1." 10 Th Vet la er that the 

beat and proba ly th only 

pl1ah 1t 1n 19)). 

flood a.nd would ata.r 

h 1 

understand 1ta sour •~ 

1t• low had r aoh 

11 t n a r 

1 e a w 1 
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Reokefeller was net rea l l y •~ ant1-PTeh1b1t1an11t1. Be and 

h1! rather had pa1d N1111at11 t•ard t he piall~ •f tn• 

Eighteenth A■end11ent. He felt la t e r , theu h , t ha.t, Pr•h1b1-

t1en had ta1led . Re he l1 e..-e4 t ha t rln k1 

1norea1ed, and the •P••k•••1 ft • t -,1, 

,alen, but 1t repl•oed 1 t ••t • t • I 

Respeot r.-r th law · 4 

epenly d 11re1peote4 1t. 
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Many of t he d 1et1ngu1ahed supporters of repeal were 

as fanatical as the Drys, ()ie or these was Dr. ichola1 "· 

Butler, President or Colu b1a n1Yers1 7. e c pared the 

o lblt1on Volstead Act •1t h t he 

with s lavery. Dr. t l 

I sha ll o ey th I •"a 
st a tute book; but , 11 
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Un1ted Statee to pretect each state rres 
interference and 1nTas1en by 1ts ne1~hbffs, 
a"d that 1n ne part er the Rited sate ■ 
shall there be a return er the sale., 
syste •1th 1t ■ 1neT1table pel1t1oal and 
social cen-upt1er, an 1 n1z ln-
terrerence •1th oth r ■ ta rl an 
statesu,uh1p 1 bl er w r'{ 
a selut1en a"d 1 rr 
Dwight W. ff'T- ff 
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115 that 1t n9'f nersh.adow1 the •h•le pel1t1oal sky." 

The peeple next needed te elect • Wet Ctm,;ren wh• •.uld 

see t• 1 t that the Et hteenth A. en · nt •• l epealed. 

115 
Fabian PTankl ", e 0,W& • 

Fe-ru11, May, 19 1, l>. 
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The L1tera.r7 Digest Proh1b1t1• Polll 

The f1rst auther1tathe reYelat1.• ., h etre th •1 ant1-
Pr eh1b1t1on aent1 ent ln t n1t at •u &ttar-4 bf 

• nat 1 on-• 1d p•ll tat n 7 t 1 1 2. 

The return, we,r t 
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Comparing the last Proh1b1t1en poll •1th the off1o1al 

vote cm repeal 1n th1rty-n1n• atat-■ , we rind the foll•tng1 

D15eat Poll orttclal 

Wet 3,166,454 (74.5 ) 1 , • 7 (11.57%) 

Dry 1,079,744 (not a•a1la l} 

As one loon at th polh • ·• l 

D15e1t perscm.a•l f•1l to 

except f «r eor ta ... 

b 11ty of th pell 

the raurth poll. 

ar l. .• 

t 

, 2 ,l 1 ( • A. ) 

- Ll .:!!17 
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Th1rd Report or Literary D1«eat Pr oh1b1t1 Poll-1929 

Par 1' f'or state Enforoe od.1float1c:m B•P!•l Total 
cal1f orn1a 24 ,1 50 2 t t 2 7 'l 

c cmneot 1out 2.2 1 , 210 

01etrlot or 
Colu b1a •· 

eff 1a 10 

Ill1n •1 o. 2 o, 
n 1an.a '1 , ?7 • -· ? 

Kan · • ?. 

1 hl an 

,nnn eta 1 • 
1, . r1 

ra 

•• 1 

• 0, k 0 

k ,. •· 

• 
nn ylY 1• 1 • 

f .. S eu h Dake a .. 

.. 1n •n •· • 1' 

W1s ns1n 
,~. 

l , 244 ,4 j 21 , 
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Pwrth Repfft of the L1terarr 01 Hit Pr eh1b1t1Wl P•ll -1930 

Per Ferr State E'nfero 1., B peal T•ta l 
Alabaaa 2 ,.? .1 
Arkansas 7 l ' ? 1 t • 20 
Cal1f.-rn1a 

I 7 .. 
C.nneot1out fo ,. 

Dela•ar 1. 2 

D1atr1ot •r 
Cel ab1a 2. 0 

0 ·• 

eff • 
Il 1n•1• 

Iftd. l•n• • 

I•• 
• 

n u 2 

1 · . • t 2 

.. n 

a r . lan o. • 12 
.. 

f 0 
A81ta hue tt .s 

1.111 1oh1 " • 
2 . 7 0 1 1nnee•ta 2 I 

1Hsa1ts1pp1 t. 1 2 ,%1 

JH1sour1 26 ,1 21 .11 • 1 J,476 



Nebraska 

New Hampshire 

Ne• Jersey 

Ne• York 

North Carol1na 

North Dakota 

Ohl e 

Okl•h 

e • 

nn111Tan1a 

I l ,an 

th Car elt 

8 0\i h · ket a 

nn 1 

•• 
t 

1n1a 

• 1thtn · ta, 

tr . 1. 1• 

Vl 1n 

11 t551 

3,160 

21,023 

57,484 

6 , 2 

) , 05 

1.10 

• ? 

, 510 
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J5,7 J 5 ,, ) 115,679 
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Third L1 terar D1 eat P•l 1-C 1 tee 

C1ty En faro R 2!~1 
Asbury Pa rk 0 2 5 
Camden l 1 

ar Rap1ds ? 

Clnctnna t L ·• 2 

Cl l and 

Colu bu . 2?2 .. 

. . 
'1 •· 

l 

0 Wa 

nw • C 

. .. . . 
n • 

n • 0 

1 , 

no c ln 

1nn a pel1s .o • 1 

t • r 
l • l s L 19 0 
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st. Paul 1, 9 9 2 , 995 4,270 
Topeka 1, 0 4JO 4) 2 
Trent on 

7 l 1 , 5 J 
Wichita 52 )9 



Results er the Thlrd Pell 
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sixth Report of the Literary 01 eat Proh1b1t1on Poll-Maroh. 1932. 

state 

Alabama 

Arizona 

Arkansas 

c 11forn1 

C 0 

p 

• 

0 

la. a 

a:r 1 

aa a hu!l e 

1ch1ga.n 

4 , 57 

. 50 

, 070 

22 , l 

• 0 

0 

s . ? 

l • 

2 , 

l • 2 

al of 
nt . otal 

11 , 720 

,220 

, 0)4 

15.S . 

9J . · 2 



7J 
Mtnnes ota 12,582 39 , 715 52,297 
M1ss1ss1pp1 3 ,49 5,522 9,020 
Missouri 16 , J 1 2 ,217 5 ,60 
Montana 92 2 , , 90 

ebrask.a • 2 15 , 40 24 , J4 
evada 2n 
• Ha psh1r 

• J rs y 2 • 0 0 

• x1c 

• y le 

h Car l n• • l 

h a ota 0 

1 

• 
l 

s h • 0 

s h ,, 

,, 

• 

• 1 

0 

1r n • 0 

•sh n • 1 5 • 20 , 9 
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west V1rg1n1a 12,270 22, 719 34,989 

w1scons1n , 937 44. 74 5), 911 

Wyoming 5 1 • 2,562 

s tate Unknown 7 . 1 ,51 1 ,J 3 

7 J . 175 • 0 ' J 



15 

Literary D1ge ■ t'1 Plnal Preh1b1t1 Pel 1-Apr 11, 1 J2 

Ccmtlnuan R p al 

ew E'n lanc1 7 . 

• n 10 , 
• 1 

w H.a h r 
• I. .1 

Ver cm 
1• . , • hu ' l 

Rh .. 
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1o 
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1ch1 an 0 11 0 , 52 ,2 0 
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W 1soens 1n J , 



west North Central 

Minnesota 

I•• 
11 s8our1 

N.rth Da kot a 

.uth D.a ko • 
br a ka 

Kan • • 

h At a.n 

D 

• 
.. 

Cao & 

• t s 

en uo 

enneesee 

1 ) , 814 

J t,47S 
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0 

0 
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.. 
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Alabama 

J1118s las 1pp1 

west Seiuth Centr l 

Arkansas 

Leu18 tan• 

Okla h 

x• 

wn aln 

t ana 

a ho 

yo 

• 
:x 0 

Ar a 

• rte 

ae 1n t 

16 , ) 94 

12,047 

, l l • 01 

1 , . 20 

0 

2 , 0 

.• o 

2 
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27. 52 

, 01 
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oregon 11,446 2 ,2 1 7,717 

Caltf.rn1a 50 . 4 1 • 1 21 
' 

s tate Un kn own 1 s J2 ,SO 
final Totals 1, 2 • 60 1 • .s 



In 

Amend ent 

both 

p oc t 

r 

• 
w 

h 

A 

1nu 

the Pre 

ha not 

0 

0 

1 nt 

Chapter VI 

leotlone 

1 



AO 

enough te create 1n Cemgress the twe-th1rds neoessary t• 

sub111t to the pe•1>le • new a •·nd ent e111oen,1n_g Pr eh1b1t1e," 116 
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81 
safeguard the 1nterests sf dry states and t e preTent the 

return er the sale9n,nll 
Beth parties alee 1nd1oated by 

unan1meue vete1 the1r e~1n1 that th pe e~l• er the ferty-

e1ght states ahw.1 pa • . u,... ,.,,i,.mw,,nt "'· e ff up the 

qu est1en er Preh1b1t 
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er repeal of state Preh1b1t1., l••• an enfffoe■ent aota 

wen by an everwhela1ngly P•ll lar Tete. n 120 

120 
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senate. Meanwhile, a Senate 9tlbo ittee headed by Blaine 

ef Wiscens1n was oenaidering a repeal re1elut1.,, and 1t ••• 

this which was finally 1ub 1tt 

beth the friend.a er Preh1 1t1 

It was he nq 1en 

h repeal or a ny law 
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senate Joint Resolution 211 was 1ntroduoed -, Senator Blaine 

or Wisconsin on Dece b r 6 , 1932. It propo e su 1tttng 

the question or rep~al or th 

vent1ons 1n the s t 8, 
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wae concerned with the power or Con ess to prOTide, by law, 

rar the election of elegates o th conventions in the state•. 

senator Robinson ex1>reee d the opln1 , " ven 1t the 

power of Congress w re 0 e • t of I to 

exercise it •o l d. r aul 1 ra 1r l n • 
ber or • 2 •• h n lar e nu 

seed. by 0 or 5 1 • 
a■ nd nt in 1 r 

h w r 
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and North Dakota being the exoept~en,) prn1d1ng r.r aot1-, 
87 

upen the prepe■ ed amend ent. Dur1 t t I year, 0111-
ventlena were held 1n th1r y- 1 h ■ ta 91, an all e1c pt 
.ne, swth Carel1na, rat1r1 th •n n I.n vth 
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There. the vote stood 24 to 3 . and tn the Indiana con-

vent 1on a der1n1 te atte -pt wae e by the op-i, ente or 

repeal to elect the1r slate or orrto:t o pr • t OTel' the 

conventlcn. "Indiana. 
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as h• t• handle the preoese. In their laws prn1d1~ f'ff' 

the cenTent 1ena, ne leas than twent7-en s t ate• holu4ed a 

sect1en stating that. "1f c 
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