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Abstract

I prepese te make a study ef the mevement fer repeal
of the Prehibitien Amendment te the Cemstitutiem, The
study will imclude the reasems fer the failure ef Prehibitiem,

The paper will begin with a brief histery ef hew and
why Prehibitiem became a way of 1life im the United States,
In erder te understand why Prehibitiem fimally failed,
one must mew the backgreund eof this thirteen year secial
experiment,

A large part eof the paper will discuss the erimimal
elements that grew due te Prehiditiem, Even theugh gang-
sters existed inm huge mumbders dbefere Prehidbitiem, their
activities expanded whem liquer decame illegal te make and
sell, Rumrummers, beetleggers, and meemshiners practiecally
ran the ceuntry., The gangsters even had many peliticians
in their back peckets, All ef this will be discussed,

An integral part eof the mevement te Repeal the Eighteenth
Amendment cencerned the varieus greups that banded tegether
te fight fer thelr cause, Lawyers had their erganizatiem,
hetel persemmel had theirs, and there were seme greups
made up strictly ef wemen, The majer greup ef the time
was the Asseciatien Against the Prehibitien Amendment,

Each ef these erganizatiems werked hard te influence the
peeple eof America amd the peliticans imte repealing the

Eighteenth Amendment and passing the Twenty-Pirst



Amendment, In fact, their work was a major contribution teo
that fact, and this will be brought out in the paper.

With the people of the United States awakened to the
fact that Prohibition had failed, the next step was to end it.
Pirst, elections were held in 1932, and its candidates and
platforms showed that it would not be long before the goal
of the Wets was achieved, Then, Congress had to decide how
to go about getting the law changed and a new amendment added
to the Constitution, When the method had been decided, the
next step was to have the states ratify the Twenty-first
Amendment . All of these things will be discussed to show how
America went from a nation of people who had to sneak drinks
to one of open, free-flowing alcohol.

Pinally, the results, celedbrations, and conclusions
concerning the end of Prohibition will be discussed. Many
people felt that the country was in no better shape without
Prohibition than it had been with it Crime was still rising,
more people were drinking, and to top it all, there was a
depression in America. At the same time, others celebrated
the Twenty-first Amendment with a banz, However it was wel-

comed; Prohibition-the Noble Experiment-was over,
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Chapter I

Hew Did It Happen?

In erder te understand why a majerity ef the Ameri-
can peeple wanted te repeal the Eighteenth Anendment, ene
must understand why Prehibitien happened at all, The
anendment had passed Cemgress Adurimg the uprush ef war
{dealism im December, 1917, when twe-thirds ef the matiem
were livimg umder lecal prehibitiem and the ether third
new severe war-time restrictiems em drinking, "The Pre-
hibitien mevement was the fruitiem of ten decades of temp-
erance axgitatiem; the pleas of church and wemen's ergami-
zatiens were stremgthened by cerrupt practices ef ligquer
interests, by the desire of seuthern whites te keep alcehel
frem Negrees, Ly autemedile risks, by German cemtrel eof
brevweries, and by the efficient pressure pelitics ef the
Anti-Saleen l‘uguo."l The amendment seemed te dDe rural
nid-west in cemcept, It teek me acceunt eof the fixed habits
of many urban dwellers, particularly ef receat immigrant

steck,

lJOIIl.tCO Nicels, Twemtieth Century Umited States
(New Yerk: D, Appletem-Century Cempany, 1943), p, 243,
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While Prohibition seemed to help some families, it did
not affect all people, It was hoped that Prohibition would
combat crime and drunkenness, and cause people to save the
money that they were throwing away on liquor, Industry
claimed alcohol was the cause for many accidents, unemployment,
and loss of work hours, Yet, a large proportion of the popu-
lation still flouted the law more or less openly., Expensive
drinking at speakeasies became highly fashionable, High
school aged youngsters proudly began carrying hip flasks
while others drank to show their contempt for the law,

The Wets argued that the Drys had taken advantage of
the nation in abdtnormal times-the war, The first aim of the
Drys was "to enshrine a liquor law in the Constitution where
they thought it would be unassailabdle, while their tactics
were put through a moderate amendment in any form and then
pass a severe law to anforce lt.'? Many people voted for the
amendment in order to escape the constant badgering of the
Anti-Saloon League, "Fear of the League was so great that,

according to the Washington Times, the Eighteenth Amendment

would not have been passed if a secret ballot had made it

impossible for the League to publish the names of those who

2
AJP Taylor, editor, Purnell's History of the
Twentieth Century (New York: Purnell, 19767, P. 1310,
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3 The amendment was therefore passed easily by

voted wet., "
both bodies of Congress and quickly ratified by the states.
There were problems with the early stages of Prohibi-
tion that would show up later to cause the "Cry for Repeal."
For one thing, the Drys had split both the Republican Party
and the Democratic Party down the middle. It became clear
that the parties were too divided on the 1ssue ever to be
able to enforce Prohibition wholeheartedly. Also, there
were flaws in the wording of the amendment, It forbade
the sale of liquor, but 1t 414 not forbid the purchase
of or drinking of liquor, People who had stocked their cellar
before Prohibition could serve drinks legally until the stock
ran out, The law 414 nothing to those who preferred to
drink out on the town since it laid down penalties only for
those who sold liquor-the bootleggers, Respectable citizens
could drink legally in i1llegal saloons and leave the pro-
prietor to face the consequences, This he rarely had to do
since the system of graft and corruption which linked
politics and crime provided excellent protection,
In order to get Prohibition through Congress, the

Prohibitionists pushed through a measure that was unen-

1
Ibid., p. 1310,
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forceable. The Voletead Act and other acts were intended te
provide entertajnment. Unfertunately, many peeple felt
that these acts violated the basic rights ziven peeple
by the United States Censtitutien. As a result, there was
little respect for it and the Eighteenth Amendmant came
to be regarded as a "wart en the nese ef the Censtitutien.”
Within the next thirtaen years peeple would begin werking

to strip the ceuntry ef the burden of the amendment,

L
Ivid., p. 1711,



Chapter II

Volstead Act-19019

The Volstead Act was sponsored by Representative
Andrew Volstead of Minnesota., The original bill was con-
sideradbly more severe than the amended aot of sixty-seven
sections, later supplemented by another six sections, which
evolved out of the debates on the measure in Congress, The
House Judiciary Committee "weakened the clauses of the bill
that dealt with search and seizure, with the soliciting of
orders for liquor, and with the report of arrests for
drunkenness by local ofﬂooro."5 House amendments partially
restored the search and seizure clauses, They also provided
for "severe penalties against the wrongful issue of search
warrants, and allowed the possession of liquor in private
homes and the sale of sacramental ilno."6 The amended Dbill
was passed in the House, 287-100,

The bill was then referred to a Senate Judiciary Sub-

committee and the Senate Judiciary Committes, Purther

5
Andrew Sinclair, Prohibition: The Era of Excess
(Boston: Little, Brown, ompany, s P ;

6
Ibia,



clauses were passed, The additiens included "dwellings
where peeple ceuld pessess liquer witheut fear ef reprisals
were defined as including residences, apartments, hetels,

or similar places ef nbode."7 Alse, individuals were still
allewed te stere and censume liquer and, in additien, te
manufacture light wine and cider at heme, The Senate passed
the bill witheut a rell call. It was then raturned te the
Heuse, which refused te accept the Senate's amendnments,

A cenferemce was set up between the Heuse and the
Senate te reach an agreement, At the cemference, the Senate
wen almest every one ef its previsiens, It succeeded in
striking eut the clause penalizing drunkards en pudblic
vehicles and legalizing the manufacturing ef beer befere
it was made inte near-beer, The Velstead Act alse previded
fer the enfercement of war-time prehibitien, Veedrew Wilsen
vetoed the final bill, but Cemgress everrede the vete,

The Velatead Act was alse inewn as the Natienal
Prehibitien Act, It was declared de: "An act te prehibdbit
intexicating beverages, and te regulate the manufacture,
preductien, use, and sale eof high-preef spirits fer ether
than beverage purpeses, and te ensure an ample supply ef

alcohol, and premete its use im scientific research and in

-

“1p14a.
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the development of fuel, dys, and other lawful industries."8

The use of beverage alcohol was "restricted to the patients
of doctors, communicants at religious services, and makers
of vinegar clder."9

The Commissioner of Internal Revenue was charged with
administering the enforcement of the act, There were two
categories of penalties for bootleggers, Por first offenders,
the fine was $1000 and six months in jaill. Second offenders
received five years in jail and a $10,000 fine. Places selling
liquor 1llegally were padlocked by the court for one year,
Personal property used for the transportation of liquor could
be seized and sold by pudblic auction to help defray costs of
enforcement, At the same time, the purchase of liquor did
not make the purchaser liable for prosecution,

Although the Prohibitionists had written Prohibition
into the fundamental law of America, that fundamental law
prevented them from enforcing it., The Volstead Act provided
them with a means of enforcement, But, the act also had some
faults., It seemed to deny Americans their heritage guaranteed
them by the Bill of Rights, Congressman Crago, of Pennsyl-
vania, said that "he feared that the law would breed a

discontent and disrespect for the law in these United States

8Pletcher Dobyns, The Amazing Story of Repeal (Chicago:
Willet,Clark, and Company, 19%0), p. 266,

981nola1r. Prohibition: The Era of Excess, p. 168,




beyend anything we have ever witnessed bofcro."lo The

act alse refused trial by jury im seme cases, It cemfis-
cated persenal preperty, and it sxtended the pewer ef the
Judiciary., The samctity ef the heme was invaded by the act
tee. The fallure eof the enfercement of the Velstead Act was
due te "administrative stupidity, pelitical graft, the
federal structure of the United States, an antiquated legal

system, and the flaws in the act 1taolf."ll

These causes
of fallure were evershadewed by one everriding censideratiem,
The Prehibitiem law ceuld net be adequately emferced in the
America eof the twenties, "It is deudbtful that natienal
Frehibitiem can ever be enferced, even under a dictatership,
since alcehelic drinks have been made in every civilized
seclety In hlntcry.”x?
Im 1933, Pranklin Delane Reesevalt felt that the time
was ripe fer a natienal referenium en the Velstead Act,
Instead eof taking the stand eof ene er the ether, he
made definite statements te beth, Imn his blegraphy ef
Reesevelt, Kenneth Davis defined Reesevelt's pesitien:

Te fervent Wets a referendunm weuld
result in medificatiens ef the act that

1osmclnr, Prohibitien: The Era ef Excess, p, 159,

12

11
Ivid., p. 182, Ibid., p. 183,



would at the very least legalize light wines
and beer and protect individual rights of
privacy and properly from the excessive zeal
of Prohibition agents, To fervent Drys,
notably William Jennings Bryan, he indicated
that the proposed referendum would result in
endorsement of the present act by an over-
whelming majority, thus encouraging a much

more rigorous gnforoonnt than it had thus
far obtained. !

Al Smith took a stand in favor of an immediate repeal or

modification of the Volstead Act to permit the sale of
beer and light wines,

13
Kenneth Davis, PDR: The Beckoning of Destiny (New York:
G, P, Putnam's Sons, 19?!’. P. 725.



Chapter III
Wickersham Commission and Report

The Wickersham Commission and its report played a
large role during Prohibition, The Commission was techni-
cally called the National Commission on Law Observance and
Enforcement, 1Its chairman was the former Attorney General
George W, Wickersham, The Commission was appointed by
President Herbert Hoover in 1929, "Despite its sloth and
evasiveness, the Wickersham Commission produced a mass of

absorbing information about law enforcement in America and dealt

18 2he Commission decided to:

the deathblow to Prohidbition. "
Go into the whole subject of enforce-

ment of the Eighteenth Amendment and the
National Prohibition Act; the present con-
dition as to observance and enforcement of
that act and its causes; whether and how
far the amendment in its present form 1is
enforoeable; whether it should be retained,
or repealed, or revised, and a oo‘gtruotlvo
program of improvement suggested.

The Wickersham Coamission "canvassed the country

14
Sinclair, Prohibition: The Era of Excess, p. 213,

15
Dobyns, The Amazing Story of Repeal, p. 352,
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fer facts bearing em the deplerable situatien engemdered
by the Prehibitienm A-endlont."16 Altheugh their cenclusienms
and recemnendatiens may have been theught hesitant and
centradictery, they d1d de a geed jeb in pryimz epem the
facts, A Prefesser McBain was meved te declare that their

repert was "the mest scientific and mem-partisan study that

we have or are likely te get at any near d-to."l7

The prelimimary findings of the Commissien wWere
released en January 13, 1930, The greup recemmended that
the Prehibitiem Bureau be tramsferred te the Department eof
Justice, It advised:

The cedification of Prehibitien laws
ever the last years amd the strengthening
of the padlecked previsiens of the Velstead
Act; the laws sheuld never have been se
cemplex eor se easily evaded. And werst of
all, the Commissien recemmended that casual
or slight vielatiens of the Prehidbitienm
laws sheuld be handled witheut trial by
Jury te !noo the cemgestion in federal
oourtc.l

Heever had great difficulty im staffing this greup
of peeple. The members had te be chesen frem the ranks of

the mederates, whe were mere cemcerned with the questiem of

16Joaoph Pellard, The Read te Repeal (New Yerk:
Brentane's, 1932), p. 181,

17
Ibi4,

18
Simelaty, Prehibitien: The Ere eof Tvecems, p, 369,
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good goevernment tham with the rights and wramgs ef the
Prohibitien preblem. Besides the chairman, there were

ten ether members ef the Wickersham Commissien, There was
a fermer Secretary ef War; a fermer state Chief Justice;

a Circult Judge; two District Judges; three practicing
lavyers; the Dean ef the Harvard Law Scheel; and the
President eof Radcliffe, The Cemmissiensrs heard evidence
for nineteen memths, and spent half a millien dellars,

A special cemmittee appeinted by the Wickershan
Cemmissien reperted im 1970 that welfare agencies in ferty-
one cities were greatly cemcermad with the effects ef Pre-
hibitien upen children, especially these whese fanilies
were enzaged im beetlegximg er 1llicit distilling. They
displayed a tendency teward vandalism, truamcy, drimking,
fear, and mere, A repert made by the same cemmittee stated:

The great nass of testimemy 15 te

the affect that the Prehiditien laws, as

they are enferced, are net regarded in the

same light as ether laws; the prevalling

attitude 18 ene of daflance, Tresentment, eor

merely imdifferemce.. . A vielatiem in itself

Aees met invelve a semse eof gullt; the emly

shame 18 in getting caught, and successful

vielatien is rather a matter of beasting.

Pear eof punishment dees met act as a de-

terrant te manufacture 5¢r heme use eor %te
engage in the traffic,}

19
Herbert Asbury, The Great Illusiem: An Infermal

Histery ef Prehibitiem (New Yerk: Deubleday and Cempany,
1950), p. 164,
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The final report of the Wickersham Commission was
submitted in 1931 after two years of study, It proved a
disappointment to the Drys. The report is "significant in the
emphasis which it placed on the necessity of putting any
constitutional change to be made before the people themselves
for adoption or roJoctlon."zo The evident effect of the
report was "to damage the dry cause by showing that even a
dry group of moderate conservatives, after a careful study
of Prohibition, had to admit it was not Iorklng.'21 The
report also showed that "Prohibition had a bad start partly
because of inferior personnel and crgnalzltlcn.'zz The
National Prohibition Act, according to the report, came into
existence "at the time best suited for their adoption and at
the worst time for their onfcrconout.'23

On March 21, two months after the submission of the
report, the Voluntary Committee of Lawyers issued a solemn
statement in regard to the report, It "praised the
Commission for its exhaustive study of the facts, garbled

from the report the stromgest statements in regard to

20
Pollard, The Road to Repeal, p, 182,

21
Thomas Coffey, The Long Thirst (New York: W,6 W,

Horton and Company, 1975), p. 279.

22"Hhore the Wickersham Report Leaves Prohibitiom,”
Literary Digest, January 31, 1931, p. 7.

stinclnlr. Prohibition: The Era of Excess, p. 189,
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failure of enfercement and the results ef liquer lawless-
ness, and wove Wet prepaganda into the statements and
ccnolusiOHS."zu The committee heped that by using this
type ef propaganda, anyene who had net read the repert
might think it favered repeal,

President Heover submitted the repert te the
Cengress of the United States em Jamuary 20, 1932. 1In

his message te them, Heever said:

"The Comaissien by a large majority
does net faver the Repeal eof the Eighteenth
Amendment as a methed ef cure fer the
inherent abuses ef the liquer traffic, I
an in accerd with this view, 1 see ser-
feus ebjections to, and therefere must
noet be understeed as recemmending the
Commissien's proepesed revisiem eof the
Eighteenth Amendment which is suggested
by them fer pessible cemsideration at
some future time if the centinued effert 25
at enfercement sheuld net preve sucocessful "

In their jeimt statement, the Commissiemers saild:

"Hereimbefere we have given eur
reasens for the cenclusiem that Repeal
of the Eighteenth Amendment is net ad-
visable. We are cenvinced that it would
be a step backward, that it would neot
conserve the achieved bemefits of Natiemal
Prohibitien, and that it weuld be likely te
lead to conditions quite n! bad as these
we are seeking to escape.” 6

2“Dobyns. Amazing Stery of Repeal, p. 92,

2
5Grace Reot, Wemen and Repeal (New Yoerk: Harper and
Brother Publishers, 13787, p. 51,

26
Debyns, Amazing Story of Repeal, p. 91.
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The following is a reprint from the text of the

report of the Wickersham Commission on hew the Commissioners

steod on the i1ssue of Prohibitien.

Five members ef the Wickersham Cemmissien favered
further trial eof present liquer regulatiems, in the report
presented te Congress; four of them seek revision, and
two are for outright repeal,

The members' decisions were:

George Wickersham, New Yerk: further trial.

William Grubb, Birmingham, Alabama: further trial,

Judge William Kemyon, Pert Dodge, Iowa: further trial,

Judge Kenneth Mackintosh, Seattle: further trial,

U, S, District Judge Paul MoCermick, Les Angeles:
further trial,

Miss Ada Comsteck, Cambridge: revisien,

Henry Andersen, Richmend, Virgzinia: revisien,

Prank Leesch, Chicage: revisiom,

Rescoe Peound, Cambridge: revisiom,

Newton Baker, Cleveland: repeal,

Mente Lemann, New Orleams: repeal.

Commissiener Andersen recemmended sale of liquer by
a National Cerperatien under gevermment regulatien, which
was endersed by Commissioners Leesch, Mackintesh, and Pound,
and also by Commissioners Kenyem and MeCermick on the

conditien that future trial shews enfercement of Censtitu-

tional Prehibitien a failure,

A reprint of the Comnission's cenclusiens from the

report text fellews and states that:
The Commissien 18 eppesed te repeal of the Eighteenth

Amendment .,

The Commissien is eppesed to the resteration of
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the saleon,

The Commission is eppesed to the Pederal er State
Gevernments, as such, geing inte the liquer business,

The Cemmissiem 1s eppesed te the prepesal of medifi-
catien te permit manufacture and sale ef light wines and beer,

The Commissien helds that the coeperation eof the States
and the suppert ef public epinien are essential for law

enfercement

The Cemmissien believes that, while there has been
imprevement since the enactment eof new enfercement laws in
1927, there 1s yet ne adequate ebservance eor emfercement,
the present erganizatiem is inadequate, and that enfercement
could be impreved by certain changes in the laws, additiems
te the persennel, and remeval eof certain irritants, the
latter including the limitatiems en medical prescriptiemns
of alcohol and the ommissien of a maximum alcehelic content
fer heme-made fruit-juloes,

Seme of the Commissien are net cemvinced that Pre-
hibitien under the Eighteenth Amendment is unenferceable,
and believe that a further trial sheuld be made with the
help of the recommended imprevements, and that if after such
trial effective enforcement 1s net secured there sheuld be
a revisien eof the amendment, Others of the Cemmissioen are
cenvinced that it has been dememstrated that Prehibitien
under the Eighteenth Amendment 1s unenferceable, and that

the amendment sheuld be immediately revised, but, recegmizing
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that the precess of the amendment will require seme time,
they unite in the recemmendatiems fer the imprevement of
the enfercement agencies,

All the Commissien agree that if the amendment is
revised, 1t sheuld be made te read sudstantially as
follows:

Sectien 1, The Cengress shall have pewer to regulate
er to prohibit the manufacture, traffic im er transperta-
tien eof intexicating liquers within, the impertatiem
thereef inte, and the expertatiem thereef frem the United
States and all territery subject te the jurisdictiem

thereef fer beverage purpeses,
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"I make my momey by supplying a pudlie
demand, If I break the law, my custemers, whe
number hundreds ef the best peeple in Chalcage,
are as guilty as I am, The emly difference
between us is that I sell and they dbuy.
Everybedy calls me a racketeer, I call myself
a business man, When I sell liquer, it's
boetlegxing. When my patrems serve it on a
silver tray on Lake Shere Drive, it's

hespitality.”

-Al Capene



Chapter 1V

Crime and Cerruptien

Gangsters and the crimes asseciated with them were
areund leng before the adeptien ef the Eighteenth Amendment .
But, with the amendment they mdded 1llegal liquer te their
1ist of criminal activities and made much meney off ef it.
The criminals teek advantage of the vielations of the Pre-
hibitien law just as they did ef ether ferms ef vice and
lawlessness, "Beotleggers exist net because there are laws
taxing or prehibiting the liquer traffie; they exist because
there are peeple wWho are so develd eof a sense of secial
respensibility and respect fer law that they will gratify
their greed regardless ef the 1--.'27

The Association Against the Prehibitien Amendment
felt that in erder te eliminate the speakeasy and the beot-
legger, "it weuld have been necessary te repeal all Pre-
hibitien laws, abolish liquer taxes and licenses, remove
restrictions against the sale ef liquer to children and the

establishment of saloons in the neighberheod, and remove

restrictions against the sale ef liquor en Sunday and

2
?D°byna. The Amazing Stery of Repeal, p. 51.
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28
after midnight.n Peter Odegard, an auther, stated that

a preminent wet member ef Cengress once teld him the
principle upon which the Wets based their prepaganda:
"Everytime a orime 1s committed,
they cry Prehibitien. Everytime a
girl er a bey goes wreng, they sheut
Prehibition, Everytime a peliceman or
peliticlan 1is accused eof cerruptiem,
they scream Prohibitien. As a result,
they are gradually building up in the
public mind the impression that Pre-

hibitien 18 a major cause eof all the
sins eof seclety."29

It was the Asseciation Against the Prehibitien
Amendment that inspired prepaganda and caused it to be bdread-
cast on a national scale, William Randeolph Hearst was
an effective broadcaster of this prepaganda in his news-
paper. The Assoclation was determined te make the peeple
believe that political cerruptien, gangsters, racketeers,
gang warfare and orimes eof vielence were the result
of Prehibitian. Aneother plece eof propaganda used by the
Association was that "Repeal would destrey beetleg profits
which were used te cerrupt pelitics and fer the possessien
of which criminals were fighting, that it would convert
bootleggers, rumrunners, hijackers, gangsters, and racke-
teers inte lawful and peaceful liquer dealers, end the
cerruption and crimes, establish erder and restore respect

281p1a., p. s2. 291p14., p. 369.
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fer the law,"30

The Prehibitienists theught that the sale eof liquer
was a seclal crime, that the drinking ef liquer was a racial
orime, amd that the results ef liquer were oriminal actiems,
Crimes emce charged against liquer were mew charged agaimst
the Prehibitienists, "whe were accused ef causing the rise
of the natiemal syndicates ef oreeks and wurder gamgs dy
making ever te them all the prefits ef the 1llexal liquer
trado.“31 Accerding te the fameus criminelegist, Jehm
Landesce, "Prehibitiem had emerneusly imcreased the persemmel
and pewer ef ergamized crl-o."z With the ceming of the
telepheme, the machine gun, and the autemedbile, lecal
gangsters ceuld extend their cemtrel ever cities and states,
The enly thing else that they meeded was a steady inceme,
and this inceme was previded by matienal Prehiditiem., Im the
early days eof the Velstead Act, gangsters were merely fremts
fer erdinary busimessmen whe ewned the breweries and dis-
tilleries. "They previded pretectien and emsured delivery
of liquer, while the businessmen had the necessary pelitical

3

influence te prevent imterference.”

301pi1a., p. 370.

1
’ Sinclair, Prehibitiem: The Era ef Excess, p. 221,

32Ib1d, 33Ib1d.
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pattern develeped fer the manufacture amd sale of illicit
liquer. Frem 1920 te 1923, there was a hest of small
beetleggers and rumrunmers cempeting fer the prefits ef the
trade, Omly these criminal gangs which were already erganized
in the large cities, such as the Unieme Siciliane, could
keep an enermeuns "slice ef eake" fer themselves. Big city
gang wars fleurished frem 1924 te 1929, The few respectable
brewers and distillers fled fer their lives. By 1929, een-
ventiems of majer racketeers were meeting at Atlamtie City,
each with his defined territery, im which he held memepe-
listio pewer, The malm mewbers ef the New Yerk delegation
were Prank Cestelle, Prankie Yale, Larry Pay, Duteh Sehultz,
and Ownwy Madden., Maxie Heff was the head ef the Phila-
delphia erganizatien. The Detriet greup was knewn as the
Purple Gang, while Cincimnati and St, Leuls were rum by
members of the eld Remus med, Selly Velssman headed the
Kansas City delegatiem, Of ceurse, Chicage was run by Al
Capeme, The enly geed result ef erganized gangdem was that
the menace of the unattached heedlum had almest disappeared.
Organized crime werked its way inte incredible pewer
acress the nmatiem threugh pelitics and business. The
peliticlans weuld prevent the pelice frem preceeding against
gamblers, racketeers, and beetleggers im return fer large

campaign centributiens and blecks ef vetes em electien day.
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The Illinels Crime Survey ef 1929 discevered that chain

veters, celenized, and creeked electien beards were re-

crulted regularly frem the ranks ef erganized crime. "Omly
the mass vete of the areused middle classes ef Chicage ceuld
make eccasienal ferays ef referm against the etermal tie-up
between orime and pelitics amnd ligquer, which was bad befere

Empleyers
hired gangsters te pretect machines, and te assault and

and after, and at its werst during, Prehibitiem. "

wurder uniem erganizers and armed strikers. Later, laber
uniens hired gangsters te attack scabs and feremen, and
dynamite mills and facteries, Perhaps "the mest flagraamt
cennectien of big business and the Prehibitien gangsters was
threugh Harry Bemnett's 'Perd Service Department',6 the largest
)5

private army im America. " Over 8,000 men with prisen
sentences were empleyed there, Threugheut the twemties and
thirties, the Perd plants remained eutside the laber uniems,
while strikers and erganizers were killed, beaten wp, and
threatemed by the "Perd Service Men". This alliance between
the bigxest eof busimessmen and the underverld gave immumnity
te xangsters frem presecutiem fer their beetlegging and
{mmunity te businessmen in their defiance of laber uniems,

In the eyes of the Itallam er the Slavic cemmumity,

4
) Ibid., p. 224,
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the wealthy beetlegger amd racketeer was the American dream
ceme true. The recemt immigrants had ceme te America in
pursuit ef a dream, and these amemg them whe made fertunes
by vielating certain laws were their first herees and helpers,
These men Were the neighberheed successes. "The prestige
and pewer of the Unieme Siciliane gave all peverty-stricken
Sicilians a hepe in the future and a certain natiemal pride
against an America which disoriminated aginast thol.'36
The chief seurces ef beetleg liquer in all majer cities
were feund in the tenements, in the Little Italys and Little
Behemias eof the slums, The tenement dwellers were erganized
by the gangsters inte an armny eof alky ceekers and beeze-
TURROTS ,

Tewards the end eof Prehibitien, the gangsters were
net presecuted as wmuch as they had been., Seclety wanted
liquer and knew they ceuld ebtain it frem the gangsters,
Respectable people were, therefere, centent te let the
criminals slay their ewn, "In the belief in reugh justice
rather than the retten emfercement ef the law, in the d1slike
of Inferming on men who were fulfilling a public service

in the eyes of mest city dwellers, the Prehidbitien racke-

teers flourished uncheoked, umtil they began te be dammed

36
Ivid., p. 226.
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by bad publiecity n>’ Therefere, the immunity ef the
gangsters from presecutien gave the Wets a streng prepa-
ganda ocase.

During Prehibitiem, ligquer fleurished., Werking
men switched frem beer te hard and bad liquer, and resented
the fact that they were forced te de se. Saloens were
destreyed in erder te preserve the home, but families saw
little of the ex-saleen custemers, They were busy in their
cellars making heme-brew, Many peeple whe had been ab-
stainers fer fear eof the rewdy saleen became drinkers
within the sociable and respectadble heme, By 1930, the
amount spent en beetleg liquer was between feur and five
billien dollars a year, Actually, ne meney was being
saved en liquer due te Prohibitien., "The chief functiem
of the beetlegger was to supply epirits te the censumer,
while the jeb ef the head ef the drinking heme was teo
make wine er bnr."38 During Prehibitien, accerding te
phamplets eof the time, many new terms fer drunkeness
arose. Seme ef these were: blind, canned, stinke, zezzled,
screeched, ple-eyed, ewled, ceck-eyed, piffed, squiffy,
plokled, ossified, shickered, spifflicated, and wapsed dewn.

37Ib1d . p- 22“'

38
Ibia., p. 237.
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A preblem that the autherities had cencerning gangsters
and 1llegal liquer was patrelling the berder and ceasts in
order to keep smuggling from beceming a huge eperation. The
United States-Canadian berder is 3,986 miles leng. Even an
army woeuld have difficulty pelicing it. Liquer flewed inte
the United States by land and sea so freely that the supply
always exceeded the demand, "Boetleggers enly bought what
they had te buy in the everland trade, er frem the bdoats
plying the Lake Erle perts, er frem the sleds that ran the

3% the Rum Rew fletilla

stuff when the waterways freze ever."
"plied almost at will between New Yerk and such peints as
Nassau (The Isle ef Rum) and St, Plerre er Miquelon (The
Isle of Champagne) and ether perts eof capply.'“o

Meenshining was anether 1llegal eperatien that gave
the Prehibitien Bureau treudble. Neemshimers fleurished
in the mest unlikely places, An abandened church in Tewa
had a $50,000 rig in its sub-cellar., A Virginia farmer
sliced his dugeut right inte the green hills, An Omaha
st1l]l trailed out a barn threugh a sixty-five feot cemcrete
tunnel. A Mississippl man had a huge manure pile ever his
underground still,

As Prohibition breught respectability te the

39?:11 Sann, The Lawless Decade (New Yerk: Crewn, 1957),

4
oIbid.
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criminal, 8o the speakeasy brought respectability to the
galoon. "The heyday of the speakeasy was during the twenties
when 1t flourished 1ike the hydra; chop off one of its heads
and two grew in its pluee."M It offered night-club acts,

liquor, and indifferent food at huge prices. In 1929,

the Police Commissioner of New York City estimated that there
were 32,000 speakeasies in the metropolis.

Maurice Campbell, federal Prohibition administrator,

categorized the varieties of speakeasies in 1930, He stated
that:

"Pirst we have the night clud and
extravagant private clubs patronized by
visitors bent on seeing night life or
what they think is the gay New York way
of 1ife., Next in order is the bar
patronized by the businessman, Often
he thinks it is clever to 4drink his
coocktall in deflance of the law, Then
we have the bohemian place in the cellar
or the garret, supposedly patronized by
artists or people who would like to De.
After them there 18 a great gap in the
social order of the speakeasy, K New
York's working people are not part of
this 1llegal trade. Pinally, there 1s
the criminal gathering of the lowest
order. In these places it is possible
to buy any kind of drink, occasionally
geniune but“rnonlly diluted or
poisonous . "

415, clair, Prohibition: The Era of Excess, p. 236,

42
James Horan, The Desperate Years (New York: Crown
Publishers, 1962), p. 1%,
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There were quite a few changes in appearance freom the

old saloon to the new Speakeasy. Swinging doors were re-

placed by locked doors containing a peephole, Carpets or
bare boards took the place of the old sawdust floors. The
mirror behind the bar, the barkeeper's third eye, remained
in place. Drink prices went up from two to ten times, depending
on supplies and law enforcement. "The quality of spirits
in the expensive speakeasies reached the pre-Velstead

level after the first two years of adulterate? hell."b3
Beer, however, declined in quality and wine even more

so., Introduction by someone who had been there before

was usually required, Each new patron must have his name
registered and then he would be issued a card of admittance
to be presented on the next visit, The devious neans
employed to protect the entrances te speakeasies proebably
added to the general mystique of the place, "Bells had to
be rung in a special way, a sliding panel behind an iremn
grill would open to reveal a cautieus face examining the
arrivals, and the preper werds such as "Joe sent me' would
open the portala."uu The speakeasy could be found "in the

basement of fashionable Manhattan mansiems, in penthouses

of f Park Avenue, in Greemwich Village cellars, in Wall Street

4
3Slnolnr, Prohibitien: The Era of Excess, p. 231,

ubSnnn. The Lawless Decade, P. 191.
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office buildings, in brownstene rooming houses, in tene-

ments, in two-family dwellings in the Bronx, etc."5 There
was one on New York's East Side with an exterier that made
it leok like a synagogue, while ethers resembled tea reens
or soft drink parlors,

Cests of running a speakeasy in New York were esti-
mated at $1370 a menth. This included $400 of protection
money te law enfercement agencies, such as the Prohibitien
Bureau, the Pelice Department, and the district attorneys,
The lewly cop collected anether $40 each time that beer was
delivered. A Dblacimall system ef anonymeus complaints might
net the police additional inceme. When the depression
arrived, the speakeasy ceuld noet survive such cests,

All types of women went te the speakeasy when public
drinking became so fashienable, "For women, liquer became
a flag of thelr new rreodu."b6 The women had become bored
and sought entertainment in the risky security of the clubs,
They became decidely welcome fixtures in the speakeasies,

In the fancier speakeasy, ene might find wemen with their
escorts, beth dressed in evening olethes. At the less

socially accepted places, women in the flesh-for-sale trade

45114,

L6
Sinclair, Prohibitiem: The Era of Excess, p. 233.
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might be seen,

Speakeasies had beth good and mot se geed character-
istics. On the plus side, it discouraged the patrenage of
down-and-euts. Alse, it put an end te the saloen custem of
treating te drinks and of allewing drinkers te pour their
own drinks. But, the points on the negative side were as
strong. Preprieters complained that they always lived in
fear of federal raids, eof hold-ups, and of padlocking,
Speakeasy owners and their families were estracized. Beet-
leggers began to deliver to the hemes of wealthy patrons
taking away the business of the speakeasy. A visit to the
speakeasy became a sign of emancipation. "Perhaps the
worse was that publioc drunkenness was made a virtue sig-
nifying manliness and liberty against a tyrannical gevernment,

The propaganda of the Asseciation Against the
Prohibitien Amendment on the subject of the speakeasy and
the bootlegger was false and misleading, It was said that
"they were the preduct of Prehibition; that they were
establishing a relgn of corruption and lawlessness which
was debauching our politics, destroying respect for all law
and subverting our 1nlt1tut1¢n-.'°a The organization plously

called upen the people te repeal the Eighteenth Amendment

471p1a.

neDobyna. The Amazing Stery ef Repeal, p. 50.
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and destroy the Prohibitien "Prnnkonatein."ug K30 abl e

was sheer hyprocrisy, , large number of the members of the

association had their bootleggers and they epenly and
defiantly drank and served beetleg liquer. "Their real
objection to the bootlegger and the speakeasy was net that
they were corrupt and lawless, but that they sold untaxed
liqucr."so

In its practical effects, natienal Prehibitien trans-
ferred two billien dollars a year frem the hands ef boet-
leggers, criminals, er werse, GCangsters frem all their
1l1legal activities were thought te be sarning $45,000,000
weekly. The criminals ran great distilleriess, breweries,
and printing-plants twenty-feur heurs a day turning eut
counterfeit beeze and labels., Easy prefits filled the
ocapacieus peckets of boetleggers, speakeasy eperators, and
cerrupt gevernment agents, "Their excesses would help te
bring repeal ef the measures em whioch their sudden wealth
depondod."51

In returning to one of the main preblems ef Prehibitiem,

that ef enforcement, ene wust mentien the Prehibitien

Bureau, This groeup d1d seme goed, but like wuch of the

time, it was corrupt in many ways tee, The Bureau had many

0
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1
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jobs to tend to concerning 1llegal liquor, It had to

"guard more than 18,000 miles of national boundaries, check
11,000,000 doctors' prescriptions, obstruct the diversion of
the 170,000,000 gallons of industrial alcohol produced
yearly, and search out and destroy commercial stills with-
out number and prevent home brewing in 22,000,000 hono..'sz
But even as the Bureau was enforcing Prohibitiom laws,

many of the agents were ocorrupt, During the decade 1920-
1930, of the 17,816 persons who worked for the Bureau,

1,587 were dismissed for criminal causes. Their offenses
included concealment of criminal records, extortion, illegal
disposal of liquor, embezzlement, theft, immorality, failure
to file tax returns, intoxicatiom, and many other crimes,
Assistant United States Attorney Willebrandt found, within
the first months of her appointment, that "droves of agents
were as devold of honesty and integrity as the bootlegging
fraternity...no more to be trusted with a commisssion to
enforce the laws of the United States and to carry a gun
than the notorious bandit Jesse J-oc.'” How could the
average citizen be expected to uphold the Prohibition laws,
if the very people who were supposed to enforce them

were corrupt themselves? This would be a downfall of

52John Kobler, Ardent Spirits (New York: G. P. Putnanm's
Sons, 1973), p. 272.

Sjlbid.
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of Prohibition. 1In the booklet, Crime Since Repeal by

Leonard V. Harrison, the author says that: "The unescap-
able conclusien is that legalizatien under suitable regula-
tions and centrel, contributes to a reduction of crime, while

u
Prohibitien contributes to its incro.se."s

5“Dobylu. The Amazing Story of Repeal, p. 427,




Typical Consumption ef Bootleg Liquer in a Year

proef gzallens

distilled spirits from cane sugar 45,900,000
distilled spirits from cane er beet sugar 10,000,000
distilled spirits from grains 4,000,000
diverted industrial alcehel 9,929,218
smuggled spirits 3,552,500
tetal spirits 73,386,718
wines frem grapes and raisins 118,320,300
smuggled wines 155,900
total wine 118,476,200

malt liquers (home-brew) 683,032,000
malt liquers smuggled 1,444 800
tetal malt liquers 684 676,800

All Beverage Liquers

spirits 73,386,718
Wine 118,476,200
beer 684 476,800

876,339,718

total possible preduction



spirits
wine

beer

gallons
S ——
200,000,000
110,000,000
790,000,000

retail cost

Per gallen

$11.00
2.30
.50

total cost

$2,200,000,004
253,000,000
359,000,000

$2,848,000,000
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Chapter V

Organizatiens Opposed to Prohibitien

The oppenents ef Prohibition began from the mement
the law came into effect, The very fallure te gain full

compliance with the law led to d1si1lusienment among a

number of its supperters and te energetic attacks from
others, Prohibition was attaoked by the varieus greups
in the name of individual freedem, and drinking was
referred to as striking a blow for liberty. The Wets, as
anti-Prohibitionists were referred teo, contended that the
Elghteenth Amendment could not be enforced and therefere
should be removed from the Cemstitutien,

Roy Haynes, the Prohibitien Commissioner, reported
the meeting ef an anti-prehibition cengress in Brussels in
the mid-1920's, It was attended by representatives from
Belgium, Canada, Spain, Pinland, Prance, England, Denmark,
Italy, Norway, Sweden, and Switzerland K There, "a werld
fight against Prohibitien was planned, with the United
States as the center of the wet Ollvﬂisﬂ.'ss By 1926, all

nations except the United States had loosensd eor dropped

their dry laws,

5531nol.1r. Prohibitien: The Era of Excess, p. 334,
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Both the American Legion and the American Pederation
of Laber alded the wet cause, The fermer "objected to a

condition endangering respect fer the law," while the latter

oried, "No beer, no werki" Samuel Gempers, President of

the American Pederatien ef Laber, told the Senate Judiclary
Committee: "., K .depriving the American workingman of his glass
of beer tends to premete industrial unrest and discontent .’
There were many reasons why labor leaders changed
from the dry side to the wet side. One ef these reasons
was the fallure eof the labor uniens in the 1920's, Pre-
hibitien had caused a slight decline in membership in the
unions, At the same time, Prohibition "had strengthened
the forces of corruptien among empleyers and union leaders,
had made the winning of strikes mere 4ifficult, and had
blunted the edges of the class 'nr.'sa The lador leaders
began fearing the competition eof gangsters' and empleyers'
unions, They also used Prohibition as a means of whipping
up class hatred, They "peinted eut truthfully that Prohibitien

was a rich man's law in fact, evem if it applied equally

beoblor. Ardent Spirits, p. 336,

57
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8
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to everybody in theory."59 The lawlessness, that was

growing due to Prohibition, threatened to cause mass un-

employment and to shake the roots of sociaty, "The same

employers who had supported the Eighteenth Amendment a

decade earlier to benefit themselves and their workers now
advocated repeal to protect themselves from their -orkoro.‘6°
They felt possibly that legzal beer would relieve some of

the social tensions and lessen class hatred,

There were other reasons for the labor leaders to
change over to the side of repeal, Prohibition seemed to
have lost them more than it had gained them. "The increased
consumer market promised by Prohibition had not materialized,
and in fact, the profits of the liquor trade had been
turned from the poockets of brewers and 4istillers to the
pockets of the criminals, who were making a nulsance of
themselves by trying to muscle into legitimate 1nduotry.'61
At the same time, "the deficiency in government revenue
from the liquor tax had been made up by & tax om the in-
comes of the wealthy and of oarpor-tlon..'62 The switch-

over of both employers and workers from the side of the Drys

to the side of the Wets p‘rnllolod the switchover of the

59 60
Ibid. Ibid., p. 48,
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country. The change was due mainly to economic propaganda
of the time,

Another group opposed to Prohibition was the National
Association Opposed to Prohibition. This organization of
anti-Prohibitionists was subsidized by hotel and real
estate Iinterests, It chose the daisy as its emblem of
protest, "reminding members that Chaucer called it 'the

eye of the dny,'"63

The brewers and distillers made 1deal opponemts for
the champions of Prohibition, They could be described as
"interested parties to this dispute, primarily concerned
with the preservation of their own profltl.'6“

Many Bar Associations across the United States
played active roles in working towards repeal of the
Elghteenth Amendment. In 1930, six different assoclations
took stands against Prohibition., They were the Boston Bar
Association, the New Jersey State Bar Association, the
Detriot Bar Association, the St, Louls Bar Assoclatiom, the
San Prancisco Bar Association, and the Bar Association of

Portland, Oregon, That same year, "the American Bar

63xob1er, Ardent Spirits, p. 336,

&4
Charles Merz, The Decade (Seattle: University of
Washington, 1931), p. 213.
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Assoclatien 1tself approved a prepesal fer repeal, by a
referendum vete eof 13,779 te 6,3&0.n65

Two years prier, in 1928, the Bar Asseciation of
New Yerk "adepted a resolutien agsserting 1t te be 'the
sense of this asseciation that the Eighteenth Amendment,
the Volstead Act, and all erders and regulatiens fer the
enferoement thereef sheuld be repealed and the subject ef

Prehibitien be remitted te the sele regulatien of the

several atntoo."66

A mevement for repeal was initiated in 1927 ameng
the Bar Assoclations of the ceuntry by a greup eof lawyers
in New Yerk City whe incerperated themselves as the Velumtary
Committee of Lawyers, At first the greup was limited
in membership te lawyers frem New Yerk City, [ater
the Veluntary Committee "expanded to include eminemt

barristers in all parts of the ocuntry.‘67

Its eriginal
objeotive was the passage of repeal reselutioms by the
nation's Bar Asseciatiens. The name "Veluntary Committee”
was "intended to cenvey the impression that the organization
resulted from the voluntary and spontaneeus actiom of

disinterested citizens whose purpose ¥was to preserve

66
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the spirit and Purpose of the

stutea."68

Constitution of the United
They based their opposition to national Prohi-
bition essentlally on legal grounds: "The Elghteenth Amend-

ment 18 inconsistent with the spirit and purpose of the

Constitution of the United States and in derogation of
the liberties of the citizens and rights of the states as
guaranteed by the first ten amendments thoreto.'69

The lawyers 414 not become fanatic about repeal
until their rich clients became concerned about rises in
income tax. They wanted to reduce the income taxes of their
clients, Of course, the lawyers wanted to please the men from
whom they could expect big fees.

Another major organization concerned with repeal was
the Crusaders, Its members were young men, and the founders
were young millionaires whose sense of social responsi-
bility was perhaps not overvhelming. They were the sons
of the munition manufacturers and Wall Street magnates who
were financing and carrying on the work of the Assoola-
tion Against the Prohibition Amendment. Their object was
"to help their fathars get rid of their income and corpora-

tion taxes by bringing back the liquer traffic with all the

681b1d.
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vitable intempera 70
o perance ' They prepesed te attain this

end by "helping their fathers decieve the peeple, elect
te office men Whe weuld take erders frem the liquer
interests and Dig business, secure the repeal ef enferce-
ment statutes, change the resulting cenditiens te Prehi-
bitien, and work fer the repeal ef the Eighteenth Amend-
nent."71 They adepted as their mette, "Jein the Crusaders
and substitute real temperance fer Prehibitien lntolpornnoo.'72
They pretended te be fer temperance in erder te get peeple
te listen te them, Altheugh they had ne pepular fellewing
and represented enly a orewd ef yeung millienaires, they
were able, "by virtue ef the unlimited publicity given
them by the wet press, te sxert a pewerful imfluence as they
appeared in pelitical cenventiems, in oity ceuncils, in
state legislatures, and in the natienal Ccngrnoo.'73 The
Crusaders believed that the centrel ef liquer sheuld be
vested in the state rather tham in the natienal gevernment,
The platferm ef the Crusaders was based en feur main
previsiens. Pirst, they wanted repeal ef the present em-

fercement acts, the Velstead Aot and the Jemes Law, Next,

70
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they wanted passage by the states of laws which would

control the manufacture and sale of intoxicating liquors
along 1lines best suited to the problems of each individual
state. Third, federal legislation to protect states who

may desire to remain dry from liquer importation was desired.
Lastly, they wanted "the repeal of the Eighteenth Amendment
which any plan of Prohibition reform makes essential so

that no future Congress may nullify these notl.'7u The
Crusaders were also unalterably opposed to the saloon.

The organizers and members of the American Hotel
Association, another anti-Prohibition group, were not
concerned in the slightest degree with the pudlic welfare;
they were interested solely in cash, Actually, they should
have called their organization the American Saloon-Keepers'
Association, if they had wanted to be truthful., They
announced that their purpose was "to induce men to spend
for liquor the money that they should use to purchase the
necessities and comforts of life for thelr fanilies "75
They were also quite enthusiastic for the wet program of the
Assoclation Against the Prohibition Anmendment, The organi-
zation exerted a powerful influence in the repeal campaign,
There were units in every part of the country, and therefore

they were able to "put pressure upon their employees, the

b 75
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people who furnished them with supplies and others with

whom they transacted business, their patrons, the politi-

clans, and many other elements n’® They even furnished

headquarters for the various wet organizations, Dry organi-

zations wWere put under severe restrictions, and upon various

pretexts they were often denied the use of rooms in the
hotels as headquarters.

In 1918, Captain VWilliam H, Stayton founded the
Assoclation Against the Prohibition Amendment (AAPA) with
financial ald from the brewers and distillers. "As set forth
in 1ts charter, its two primary aims were: to prevent the
country from going on a bone-dry basis, and to make the
Eighteenth Amendment forever lnoporatlvo.'77 A few years
later, the DuPont brothers, Plerre Samuel, Irenee, and
Lammont, assumed leadership of the organization, At full
strength, the Association's directors totaled 227, nearly
every one a titan of industry, commerce, or politics, Some
of the distinguished diredtors were John Raskodb, Vice-
President of E. I. DuPont de Nemours Company and chairman of
the Democratic National Committee; Elihu Root, corporatiom
lanyer, Secratary of War, Secratary of State, and Republican

Party policy advisor; Herbert L. Prah, Standard

76
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011; Newoemb Carlten, President ef Western Unien; and

Charles H. Sabin, President of Guaranty Safe Depesit
Company and chairman ef the beard ef Internatienal Rubber
Company .

The Asseciatien Against the Prehibitien Amendment
"medeled 1its tactics en these ef the Anti-Saleen League,
backing wet candidates fer effice, pressuring newspapers
and magazines threugh their advertising departments and
vilifying the Lesague's lndor-n."7ﬂ An Authers and Artists
Cemmittes, censtituting the Asseciatien's prepaganda arm,
enlisted almest 600 members. The members included: humerist
Irvin S, Cebbd; playwright Channing Pelleok: jeurnalist
Wallace Irwin; and writer Owen Jelmsen., The cemmnittee
preduced tens ef phamplets, beeks, and carteens "abscribdbing
to Prehibitien practically every evil that afflicted man-
kind such as disease, insanity, peverty, unempleyment, and
orllo."79

The Drys were quick te peint eut, theugh, that there
was ene significant difference between the Asseciatien
Against the Prehibitien Amendment and the Anti-Saleen

League. While nine-tenths ef the meney denated te the

781!:16.. p. 338,

79
Ibidg
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League oame threugh the churches frem small centributers,

three-quarters ef the meney given te the Asseciatien

in 1929 came frem the peckets eof fifty-three millienaires.

The Asseclatien was definitely backed by the very wealthy,
who heped fer relief frem cerperatien and inceme taxes if
taxes en liquer ence again breught in weney te the United
States Treasury. "It was unfertunate that the genuine
interest eof these men in persenal liderty and repeal ceuld
be censtrued as an interest im the financial benmefits which
repeal night bring te thou.'ao Captain Stayten testified
that "a limit eof ene-twemtieth ef the tetal budget ef the
Asseciation was allewed te be given by liquer interests;
the rest was denated by ether kinds ef bno:noconon.'ﬂl
In 1926, the Asseciatien jeined hands with the
Nederatien League, the Ameriocan Pederatien ef Laber, and
the Censtitutienal Liberty Lesague ef Massachusetts in

"presenting evidence te Cengress in an attempt te preve

that the law had net been and ceuld net be sucocessfully

onforood."az

An eutstanding schievement ef the Asseciatien was its

capture ef the natienal machinery of the Demecratic Party,

80
Sinclair, Prehibitien: The Era ef Excess, P. 338,

1
Ivid., p. 339.

azlorz. The Dry Doo:l;o. p. 213.




This was accemplished threugh the influence of Al Smith.
As the representative of Tammany Hall, Smith was a rabid
wet and a staunch supperter ef the Asseciatien's pregranm.
When he Was neminated for president, he appeinted as
chairman ef the Democratic national cemmittee, Jehn J.
Raskeb, ene of the mest pewerful and influential members
of the erganizatien, Raskeb had twe qualifications fer
his new pesition: "he wanted te rid the ceuntry of the
damnable afflictien of Prehibitien, and he ceuld epen the
meney bags and secure the suppert of the millienaires
connected with the orgtnlzatlcn.'83 Smith alsoe appeinted
Jeseph Shouse as the chairman ef the Demecratic natienal
executive committee after the electien, Rasked and Sheuse
devoted the next four years te the werk ef wresting the
Democratic Party frem the centrel ef men like Bryan, Glass,
Hull, Sheppard, and ethers, and turning it ever to the
Tammany erganizatiens of New Yerk and other eities which
were determined that the Eighteenth Amendment should Dbe
repealed .

Pablan Franklin, a member ef the beard ef directers,
sald that "if the law was ever repealed it weuld be because
it had beceme odious te the peeple, and that they will net

sl
ebey a law which they de net respect.” Therefere, the

8
3Dobyn-. The Amazing St of Repeal, p. 15.

Bulbid .
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Assoclatlion felt the law sheuld be destreyed by epen

and censtant violatien ef i1t. Mr. walter H. Buck, anether

member of the beard ef directers, gave an exact statement

of its purpese and methed:

"I hepe, very much, therefers, that
the Asseciatien Against the Prehibitien
Amendment will keep its face set steadily
in ene directien and that is the Repeal
of the Eighteenth Amendment. The practical
way te de this is te erganize fer the
fight this fall in such selected districts
where We sheuld be able te put in a Wet
in the place ef a Dry member ef Cengress.
Ultimately, we sheuld be able te cut eff
all apprepriatiens te the Prehibitien
unit ef the Pederal gevernment, and seener
or later by such means we will bde in a
pesitien te get rid ef the Eighteenth
Amendment, And I believe that the way I
indicated is the enly way."

The peliticians came te realize the pewer eof the
Asseciatien Against the Proehidbitien Amendment. They
learned "that by the simple device ef beceming wet, they
ceuld ebtain the suppert ef pewerful financial interests,
of the machine and ef the press, and alse the meney with

which te cenduct their campaisn and get eut the vete,
while their dry eppenents weuld be damned by silence er

by vlllflontlcn.“86 Therefere, mest politiclans anneunced

851b1a., p. 33.

86
Tbid., p. 69.
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themselves fer repeal, and they accepted and breadcast

the prepaganda fer the erganizatien Just as they accepted
and used its meney,

By the end ef 1931, the Asseciatisn reperted that the
idea of submitting repeal of the Eighteenth Amendment te
special cenventiens in the several states had caught the
imaginatien ef peliticlans in many parts ef the ceuntry,
"That plan ef precedure may be said new te have achieved
pretty general recegnitien and acceptance ameng party
1..40?.."87 The Asseciatien teek the credit fer the passing

of the Twenty-first Amendment in its entirety., It had

gained its victery "by bringing te bear every preper

88

influence en Congress. " The erganizatien was called "the

savier eof the private drink cm!utlm.'”

Yot, "what-
ever the Asseciatien's metives and metheds, it undeniadly
reflected a grewing di1sillusienment with the Neble Experi-
ment ameng peeople of all classes, as numereus referenduns
1ndlcatod."9° At the same time, it 1s ene of the tragedles

of our histery that the entire welight eof the erganizatien's

87
Ibid,, p, b5,

Besmolnr. Prehibitien: The Era ef Excess, p, 393.

aglbld .

90yebler, Ardent Spirits, p. 33%.
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influence was "cast on the gide of the criminal liquor
dealers, the underworld, Tammany politics, tax invasion,
and public deception."9l There cannot be the slightest
doubt that "it was their seven years' campaign that brought
about the conditions which made it possible for President
Roosevelt and his political allies to give Prohibition its
final and fatal thrult."gz

Mrs. Pauline Sabin, President of the Women's
National Republican Cludb, in 1929, announced her resignatiom
from the National Republican Committee in order to promote
modified liquor laws, She rallied twenty-four sister

dissenters, and on May 28, in Chicago, they launched the
Women's Organization for Natiomal Prohibition Reform (WONPR),
Chapters were established in forty-three states and the
District of Columbia. Within a year 100,000 women had joined,
and by 1932, the membership had passed the 1,000,000 mark,
The "Sabine Women"” as they evitably came to be called
414 not flinch from a glass of wine or even an oocasional
martini. When entertaining, some served thelr guests from
portable home bars, an innovation that appalled the journa-

list, Miss Ida Minerva Tarbell, who wrote " . .tea parties

91Dobym. The Amazing Stery of Repeal, p. 17,

921b1d .
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have become cocktall parties,.,where fashion points, women

follow,..these insidious and ginister ladies at the bar are

too sinister a fact to deny,

. ..they are spreading a fatal

poison." As they fought along with the Association Against
the Prohibition Amendment, gradually winning support among
local, state, and federal politicians, the attacks grew

harsher. According to the American Independent, a publicatiom

of an organization of the Kentucky Drys, "you cannot find
two dozen Women in the state who openly advocate the repeal
of the Eighteenth Amendment, who is not either a drunkard, or
whose home life 18 not immoral, or who dces not expect to get
in the liquor business when and if it is again lognlltod.'9~
The chairman of the National Prohibition Committee, David
[Laigh Colvin, described them as "Bacochantian maidens, parching
for wine-wet who, like the drunkards whom their progras will
produce, would take the pennies off the eyes of the dead
for the sake of legalizing boou.'9s

Prom May 16 to 21, 1932, the WONPR observed Repeal Veek,
It was a week set aside to be given over to an intensive
publicity campaign and a drive for members and funds, The

Missouri branch carried out a successful campaign. Ten

9
3Kobler. Ardent Spirits, p. 343.
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enrollment centers were epenmed. Repeal was the theme ef

redio talks, press articles, and advertisements posted en

110 billbeards. Speeches were broadcast on leudspeakers.

The Anti-Saloen League attempted te get the pelice te stop
the women. The WONPR quickly had a series of huge signs
painted, which, when shewn in succession, stated their
messages beldly teo the peeple, A Pennsylvania organizatien
cenducted a tour of buses with amplifying equipment to ocarry
speakers through the seutheastern ceunties eof the state,.

In Jacksonville, Plorida, Repeal Veek was celebrated with

the opening of a headquarters shep, a membership drive,
displays of numereus pesters, selling ef autemedbile plates,
and distributien of literature frem sidewalk beeths., There
was also a Repeal Parade and a Repeal Luncheen., The luncheen
was open to the public and all county candidates of State
Legislature effices were invited to speak. All the candidates
with a single exceptien declared himself in faver eof repeal,
The single exceptien falled te win in the electiem. Repeal
Week in North Carelina was marked by "a declaratiem in faver
of Repeal by a pepular and influential evangelist, whe
subsequentially rendered great assistance in the educatienal
work of the anti-Prehibitien tcou.'% The membership

drives in ether areas preved successful tee, The erganization

6
¢ Reot, Women and Bepeal, p. 108.
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in St. Paul increased its membership by 12,000, In Pitts-

burgh, im Just feur days, membership inmcreased by 11,294,

A new erganizatien was begum in Mentana with 1500 mew members,
The United Repeal Ceuncil was established prier te

the Demecratic and the Republican cenventiens in Chicage.

The "five majer erganizatiens fighting fer the repeal eof the

Eighteenth Amendment had decided te attend the cenventiens

as & unit."9? They were the Asseciatiem Against the Prehi-

bitien Amendment, the Veluntary Cemmittee eof Lawyers, the

Hetel's Mem's Asseciatien, the Crusaders, and the Wemen's

Organizatien fer Natiemal Prehibitiem Referm,

5
’ Ibid,, p, 77.



Chapter VI
The Pallure eof Prehibitien

By the middle eof the 1920's, many felt that Prehibitiem
had eutlived its usefulness, Nany eof the natien's news-

papers had impertant influemces im the develepment ef
oppesitien te Prehibitien, Day-by-day they ran articles
shewing the 111 effects ef the dry cause especially in the
larger ocities. Many churches in these cities urged the beycett
of these newspapers., The Literary Digest ran a series of
epinien pells in erder te determine the sentiment eof the
Ameriocans en the Prehibitiem issue, It distributed ballets
acress the ceuntry in beth urdban and rural districts., "Bach
ballot asked fer an expressien eof epinien (1) in faver eof

the existing law, (2) in faver eof its medificatien te per-

mit light wines and beer, er (J) in faver of cemplete
ropml."qR Samples eof these pells are lecated at the end of
this chapter. The pells preved in faver of medification er
repeal more than remaining with the existing law. This pleased

the Wets, while the Drys called them nisleading. The News-

paper Enterprise Asseciatien alse held an epinioen pell.

Newspapers (326 ef them) in ferty-seven states participated

8
PMerz, The Dry Decade, p. 22%.
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in a pell ef 1,747 630 Peeple., Eighty-ene per cent ef the

people showed streng sentiments against Prehibitien

The Drys all felt that Prehibitien was net a failure

even theugh the mevement was Erewing strenger te change the

law, Dr. Leuils Henry Smith, President eof Washingten and Lee

University, called the law "the lengest and mest effective
step ferward in the uplift ef the human race ever taken by
any civilized natien."”’ Rey A. Haymes, an early Prehibditiem
Cemmissiener, said "the law cut Arink arrests in half, out
deaths frem aloehel, cut the pepulatien ef prisens and alms-

houses, and cut juvenile delinquency o-ndonbly.'wo

The
Drys spent years cempiling statistics te preve that Prehidbi-
tien was a success, but ethers allegedly preved them wremg.
"The Drys felt Prehibitien was the will of the majerity, while
the Wets felt it was an attack en individual "“‘-..101

The Wets felt that the cenditions had beceme Werse
under Prehibitien., They olaimed that mere yeung men and
women drank under Prehibitiem, and that there were mere
speakeasies new than there had ever been saleens. Alse,
statistios shewed that liquer had feund its way inte almest

every heme and that werkers were still drinking as they had

998mn. The Lawless Decade, p. 92.

1c)olbm .

0181:101;11-, Prehibitien: The Era of Excess, p. 244,
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The beetleggers had becene

Peeple were sti1] buying 1llegal liquer in
defiance eof the law, Enfercement

befere, Crime stil) Prevailed

millienaires,

of the amendment and the
Velstead Act became almest impessible

There were three main facters that helped push the
mevement fer repeal. The first was a mew secial attitude,
Prohibitien added a spice of sin te the habit ef drinking,
Peeple were in the search fer pleasure, Life styles had
changed and drinking was inoluded. Nest peeple drank epenly
new because they felt the law was an attack em their free-
dem, Wet prepaganda erganizatiens became mere active. The
times had changed,

The extremism ef the Drys was anether facter. The
Drys ne lenger felt that Prehibitien was just a cure fer the
alcehel preblem, it became a cure-all fer seclety, They
seen started making unrealistioc claims oemcerning the laws,

A third facter which deemed Prehibitien was the enset
of the Depressien, "Prehibitiem was acoused ef feur majer
sconomic orimes which led te the Great Doprouln."l Ir
the breweries and distilleries that were destreyed under
Prohibitiem were restered, a millien men weuld be put back

to werk. The farmers weuld benefit if the supply ef grain

te the breweries were begun again, "The large amount o

102
Inia., p. 371.
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government spending asseciated with enfercement of the

Prehibitien law; repeal Prehibitien and the Pederal gevern-

ment ceuld cut its expenses." %’ phere had i i .

in the federal revenue caused whem the Eighteenth Amendment
ended liquer and its taxes. This tax had te be made up in
the 1920's by a high inceme tax en the inceme of the
wealthy se, 1f the tax were restered, the wealthy weuld save
sene of the meney they were spending en taxes and be able te
invest it wisely. The wheels ef industry weuld begin turning
again, "Repeal was new representéd as a way ef fighting the
olulp."w“
Bernard Baruch alse gave three reasens why Prehibitien
sheuld be repealed., PFirst, he stated that it enceuraged
disrespect fer the law, Crime and drinking fleurished,
Prohibitien increased taxatiem, "The average taxpayer finally
realized that he had been paying the bdills, while the beet-
legger had been cellecting the revenues which eught te ge
te the ‘.v.rmnt,'los Lastly, Prehidbitien transferred
evils such as drinking inte the heme., Everyeme felt "that

meney spent en enfercement weuld be mere husanly applied te

ok
Tayler, Purnell's Histery ef the 20th, Century,
P. 1312,

10
5Alh'od E. Smith, "On the Way te Repeal ™ New

Qutleek, August, 1933, p. 10.
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unempleyment relier nl06

By t
v the end of 1930, five pPessible alternatives te the

existing situation had been Propesed., One of these alter-
natives was the willing cempliance with the law en the part

of enough peeple te reduce the preblem ef enfercement te
manageable terms. A realistic effert te enferce the law in
the face of whatever eppesitien it enceuntered was a secend
alternative. Alse, there could de nullificatien of the law

by deliberate failure to enferce it. Anether alternative

was an effert te medify the law by seme change in the Velstead
Act., The last alternative was the repsal ef the law and
resteratien of the preblem te the states.

The deoclisive facters at the end ef 1970 were the
"widespread disregard ef the law, indifference in the state
legislatures, and unwillingness en the part ef the federal
government to accept the entire durden ef cnrcroomt.'m?
The law was ebeyed where it was liked, Where it was net,
there was nething te enferce it except the same familiar
sequence ef ultimatums with me ferce behind thea, Nest
lecal enforcement agencies felt Prohibitien was a farce se

they did not enforce the law wheleheartedly. "It 1is signi-

ficant that most plans fer repeal prepesed at the time seught

6
10 Kobler, Ardent Spirits, p. 350,

'%7uerz, The Dry Decade, p. 282.
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to assure the friends of Prohibition that repeal need met

necessarily mean either the return of the saloon to any
part of the United States or the loss of federal assistamce

to those states which wished to prohibit intoxicating

108
beverages entirely " The Wet leaders believed that the

best and probably the enly chance for repeal was to accom-

plish it in 1933, "The tide of wet propaganda was at its
flood and would start to ebb when the people began to
understand its source and chum:tor."m9 The Depression
had reached its lowest point, In their distress, the people
listened eagerly to confident promises that repeal would
give a me¥ impetus to business and relief from taxatien,
Many great Americans spoke out about the fallure of
Prohibition. On June 6, 1932, John D, Rockefeller, Jr,
announced that he favored repeal of the Eighteenth Amendment.
He announced his stand just a few days before the 1932
national conventions, His purpose of making the announce-
ment at that time was self-evident, "He hoped that Pro-
hibition would now be taken out of partisan politics, and

110
he hoped both parties would adopt repeal planks.*®

R
108144, p. 298.

0
! 9Dobyns. The Amazing Story of Repeal, p. 168,

110
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&n anti-Prehibitienists. He and
his father had paiq milliens teward the

Reckefeller was net really

passage of the

Eighteenth Amendment He felt later, theugh, that Prehibi-

tien had falled. He beliaved that drinking had gemerally

increased, and the Speakeasy net enly had replaced the
saleen, but it replaced it twereld and semetimes threefeld,
Respect fer the law had greatly lessened and many peeple
epenly disrespected it. Crime had alse increased,

Reosevelt alse realized all of this. He went en te
say that, "It 1s net expected that the repeal of the Eighteenth
Amendment will in itself end all these evils and restere
public respect fer law; I believe, hewaver, that its repeal
is a prerequisite te the attainment eof that 30!1."11

Al Smith was anether fameus man whe speke eut in
faver of ending Prehibitien. He said that "he had always
felt that a dry party ceuld met survive in this ceuntry,
especially when the fanaticism whioch helped put the Eighteenth
Amendment en the beeks finally roeodcd.'lxz He alse felt
that these whe had the ceurage ef their cenvictiens had in

the end preved te be the real victers,

111John Reckefeller, Jr., "The Pallure of Prehidbitien,"

Review of Reviews, July, 1932, p. 42.

12A1frod Smith, "On the Way te Repeal,” New Outleek,
August, 1933, p. 9.
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Many of the distinguished supporters of repeal were

as fanatical as the Drys. oOne of these was Dr. Nicholas M.

Butler, President of Columbia University., He compared the
Volstead Act with the Pugitive Slave Law, and Prohibition
with slavery. Dr. Butler stated that, "like Abrahan Lincoln,
I shall obey thess laws so long as they remain on the
statute book; but, 1like Abraham Lincoln, I shall not rest
until they are repollod.'113 The other fanatical supporter
was Corey Ford, He agreed that the extreme Wets should urge
every free-thinking American to 4rink until the Drys had to
give up their fight, PFord believed that the Eighteenth
Anendment should be repealed, and that the pudlic should
disobey 1t completely in order to accomplish that goal,

Mr. Hoover would not discourage the opinion that
Congress should refer the question in some form= to the
states for a fresh decision by the people, FHe felt that the
Eighteenth Amendment should have been the final solution of
the evils of the liquor traffic, but he inew it had falled
and the law was being disrespected, This was his recommenda-

tion concerning the lssue:

"It 18 my conviction that the nature
of this change, and one upon which all
reasonable people can find common ground ,
is that each state shall be given the
right to deal with the problem as it
may determine, but subject to absolute
guaranties in the Constitution of the

113Sinclmlr. Prohibition: The Era of Excess, p. 369,
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Interference an pretect each state frem

d invasien by it
and that in ne part ef the 5n1t:dn§t::2:r..
shall there be g return ef the saleen
system with its inevitable pelitical and
soclal cerruptien and its erganized in-
terference with ether states, American

statesmanship 1s capable eof w
erkin
a selutien and making it offootlvof'rgg

Dwight W, Merrew evernight became the mest interesting
pelitical figure in the natien, and the leader eof the
pelitical side of the mevement te repeal the Prohibitiem
anmendment . He felt Prohibitien was a governmental predlem,
net a moral 1ssue., In states where there is coeperation
between the peeple and the officials, Prehibitien succeeds,
At the same time, Prehibitien dees not succeed in states
where the peeple will net help the Pederal agents FHe 414
net believe that an amendment te the Volstead Act weuld
accomplish anything., Therefere, Mr.  Nerrew was a staunch
supperter of repeal,

The stage had been set, MNany peeple imew now that the
Prohibitien experiment had failed.  There was only ene thing
left te de; met the law changed. “Frem a cleud no digger
than a man's hand, the sentiment fer Repeal, the agitatien

for Repeal, the expectatien of Repeal, has grewn 5o bix

u | J
At Albert Shaw, "The Progress of the Werld,” Review

of Reviews, September, 1932, p. 16.
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115
that 1t new evershadows the whele pelitical sky."
The peeple next needed te elect a Wet Cengress whe weuld

see te it that the Eighteenth Amendment weuld be repealed.

115

Pablan Pranklin, "The Onward March ef Repeal,”
Perum, May, 1931, p. 307,
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The Literary Digest Prohibitien Polls

The first autheritative revelatien ef the strength ef anti-

Prehibition sentiment in the United States was afforded by

s nation-wide pell taken by the Literary Digest im 1922,

The returns were:

for enfercement - 306,255 (38.46%)
fer modificatien - 325,549 (&0 . 88K)
for repeal - 164,453 (20,66%)

Drys refused te accept the accuracy ef this wet strength,
for in these early Prohibitien days it was almost heretical
to bring the liquer issue into the epen, That the Digest
poll was a true reflectien ef public sentinment, hewever, was
further revealed in a secend pell in 1930, the results ef

whioch were:

for enferocement - 1,866 098 (30.,86K)
for medification - 1,399,316 (29.11%)
for repeal - 1,963,052 (b0.43%)

A third pell in 1932, pesing the wet and dry questien mere
directly apparently revealed decisively the anti-Prohibitien
feeling and foretold autheritatively the overvhelmingly dry
defeat of 1933. The results were:

for continuance - 1,236,660 (26.,49%)

for !'OpO.l - 30“310877 (73.51‘)
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Comparing the last Prohibitien poll with the official

vote on repeal in thirty-nine states, we find the follewing:

Digest Pell Official
Wet 3016601‘5“ (7“.57‘) 1“.663.5‘37 (73-5”)
Dry 1,079,744 (net available) 5,269,131 ( N, A, )

As one looks at the peolls ome will see that the Literary
Digest personnel failed to survey the Seuthern States
except fer Georgila, This tends to discredit the rella-
bility of the pells and their conclusiens, Beginning with
the fourth poll, theugh, all states were surveyed,K They

are much mere reliable than the first three in this respect,



66

Third Repert of Literary Digest Prehibitien Pell-1929

State
California
Connectiocut

District of
Columbia

Geergia
Illinels
Indiana

Towa

Kansas
Michigan
Minnesota
Missouri
Nebraska

New Jersey
New York
Nerth Daketa
Ohie
Pennsylvania
Seuth Daketa
Washingten

Wisconsin

Por

Enforcement

24,150
2,29

1,342
4,061
30,721
19,779
17,812
17,957
1R,7207
17,661
18,950
8,812
15,365
42,800
2,289
34,990
31,585
2,664
7.92R
9,002

333,978

Peor Por

Hodification Repeal
27,086 2R, 742
5,343 7,57
1,636 2,608
3. 21 3,503
40,318 59,381
16,664 14,608
12,298 11,449
6,823 &,900
20,302 27,677
17,530 21,89
15,601 28,368
5,880 5.26)
26,811 43,376
A8, 59 139,912
2,008 2,196
16,172 36,671
38,534 64,505
2,015 1,678
2.728 6,718
11,273 _16,357
383,117 527,388

Total

79.978
14,208

5,694
10,885
130,380
49,051
41,559
29,680
66,686
57,087
58,915
19,955
A5,550
271,310
5,893
108,633
130,626
6,353
22,376

36,632
1,244 483



Pourth Repert of the

State
Alabanma
Arkansas
Califernia
Cenneoticut
Delaware

Distrioct ef
Celumbia

Plerida
Geergia
I1linels
Indiana
Towa
Kansas
Kentuoky
Leuisiana
Maine

Maryland

Massachusetts

Michigan
Ninneseta
Mississippi

Missouri

Per

Enfercement

2,797
3,447
34,672
9,091
1,288

2,560
1,900
4,884

40,619

23,79

26,971

21,270
6,598

916
4,116
5,693

19,55

24,969

23,425
1,651

26,193

Per

Medificatien

1,678
1,726
38,169
15,739
867

2,998
1,826
3,.R85
52,22%
17,736
17,790
8,119
5,526
1,319
2,589
5,632
16,72}
27,782
23,506
1,022
21,119

Fer

Repeal
1,713

1,749
41,451
25,558

2,180

&,M6
2,59R8
b,24¢
78 ,R92
18,096
17,036
6,000
8,170
2,37
4,035
10,999
30,688
38,370
29,710
1,540
36,164
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Literary Digest Prehibitien Pell-1930

Tetal
6,188
6,920

114,292

50,388
8,335

10,394
6,282
13,014
171,736
59,623
59,797
35,389
20,29
5,612
10,740
21,124
67,005
91,111
76,681
5,213
83,876



Nebraska

New Hampshire
New Jersey

New York

North Carelina
North Dakota
Ohle

Oklahoma
Qregen
Pennsylvania
Rhede Island
Seuth Carelina
Seuth Daketa
Tennessee
Texas

Vermont
Virginia
Washingten
West Virginia

Wiscensin

11,551
3,160
21,023
57,484
6,628
3,056
41,702
6,687
8,510
55,484
1,968
1,885
3.815
4,853
7,848
1,959
4,859
11,517
b, o2

11,161

553,337

8,058 7,314
2,279 2,386
35,793 58,863
116,453 186,867
4,195 3,444
2,681 2,975
42,826 44,949
3,535 3,166
7.263 5.920
58,079 106,521
2,582 5,116
1,210 1,348
2,971 2,839
2,860 2,260
8,236 3,90
1,680 1,876
& 408 7.837
11,270 10,277
b,255 b, 165
16,290 21,209
598,252

26,923
7,825
115,679
360,804
14,267
8,712
129,477
13,388
21,693
220,084
9,666
6,443
9.225
9,55
15,988
5.27)
16,700
33,064
13,382

86,660

AA,751 2,000,000
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City
Asbury Park
Camden
Cedar Rapids
Cincinnati
Cleveland
Columbus
Davenport
Des Molnes
Dayton
Evansville

Fort Wayne

Greenwich, Cenn,

Indianapolis

Kansas City,
Kansas

Kansas City,
Misseour!

Linceln
¥inneapelis
Montclair

St. Leuls

Third Literary Digest Pell-Cities

Enforcement

208
681
547
1,813
3,363
2,272
378
1,776
1,360
336
537
A9
1,51R

503

3,615
1,249
5,025

358
3,560

Medification

243
784
706
5,076
6,062
3,083
776
1,163
1,791
L25%
975
1 M4

1,2

299

2,251
La?
5,815
LR7

R,308

1,519
298
7.119
712
17,813
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st. Paul 1,989
Topeka 1,086
Trenten 5834
wichita RR9

2,995
430
791
529

4,270
432
1,583
339
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Results of the Third pell

Prom 1922 te 1930

In every state, the S¥ing of opinien has been teward
the repeal of the Eighteenth Armendment ,

That swing was least in Kansas and greatest in Kew
Jersey and New Yerk,

The prepertioen desiring seme change, either medificatien
or repeal, has risen from 62 per cenmt, eight years ago,

te 72 per cent new,

There 18 a clese relatien between the prepertien of the
balleters whe desire repeal and the prepertien ef the

pepulatien whe live in citles,

If these figures represent net enly the persens balleting
or the states in which they live, but the whele ceuntry,
then a centinuation ef the same rate of change fer abeut

four years more would result in fully half ef the pepu-

lation being in faver of repealing the Eighteenth

Amendment .



3ixth Report of the Literary

state
Alabama
Arizona
Arkansas
California
Colorado
Connecticut
Delaware

District of
Columbia

Plorida
Georgla
Idaho
Illinols
Indiana
Towa
Kansas
Kentucky
Louisiana
Maine

Maryland

Massachusetts

Michigan

For Continuation

of 18th, Amendment
4,857

250
6,070
22,411
5,203
8,642
1,592

1,966
3,385
11,660
708
38,446
51,176
18,241
22,277
11,406
1,974
5,314
11,679
32,699
20,913

For the Repeal of

18th, Amendment
6,863

796
6,611
69,6877
8,1R2
46,875
k312

6,930

9,866
20,745

1,68)
171,687
108,540
30,084
19,681
24,886

R, 82k
10,906
39,355
123,139
72,929

72

Digest Prohibition Poll-March, 1932,

Total
11,720
1,046
12,481
91,888
13,385
55,517
5,904

R,896
13,251
32,805

2,481

210,133
159,716
48,325
41,758
36,292
10,798
16,220
51,034
155,838
93,842



Minnesota
Mississippl
Missourl
Montana
Nebraska
Nevada

New Hampshire
New Jersey
New Mexico
New York
North Carolina
North Dakota
Ohio

Oklahoma
Oregon
Pennsylvania
Rhode Island
South Carolina
South Dakota
Tennessee
Texas

Utah

Vermont
Virginia

Washington

12,582
3,498
16,391
692
9,429
36

T AN
26,530
478
67,399
25,589
1,802
85,106
12,306
b,628
112,818
2,559
3.158
2,167
12,176
18,292
663
3,253
20,820
6,195

39,715
5,522
42,217
2,698
15,405
237
9,334
156,850
1,229
388,641
26,082
5,060
222,012
18,955
9,978
340,298
13,567
5,702
4,380
13,567
28,105
1,478
7.650
37,826
14,606

73
52,297
9,020
58,608
3,390
24 834
273
13,798
183,380
1,707
k56,080
51,671
6,862
307,118
27,261
14,606
852,716
16,094
8,860
6,587
25,783
46,397
2,181
10,903
58,246
20,799



West Virginia
Wisconsin
wyoming

state Unknown

12,270
8,937
564
7.814

763,175

74

22,M9 34,989
b, 974 53,911
1,998 2,562
8,519 16,333
2,276,861 3,040,036
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75

Continuance Repeal Tetal
o B 76,432 273,956 350,388
G 10,477 26,79 15,671
New Hampshire 6,620 14,629 21,149
Verment 4,937 11,329 16,266
Massachusetts 39,184 163,950 183,17
Rhede Island 3,471 1R,395 21,826
Cennectliout 11,IM) 60,959 72,342
Middle Atlantic 240,192 995,725 1,235,917
New York 76,922 L26 604 503,616
New Jarsey 29,953 176,804 206,759
Pennsylvania 133,317 9%, 225 527,582
East Nerth Central 2R6,758 901,349 1,188,107
Ohie 106,367 280,196 386,563
Indiana 66,126 180,100 206,226
Iilinets 53,768 228,973 282,720
Michigan 20,702 110,528 131,230
Wiscensin 39,815 161,553 181,368
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Wwest North Central

183,814 377,535 561,349
Minnesota 41,875 101,69 133,169
Tea 32,4R0 57,876 90,354
Hisnsurl 43,890 106,519 150,409
Nerth Daketa 6,810 21,205 28,015
3euth Daketa 7,110 15,159 22,269
Nebraska 19,790 33,222 §3,012
Kansas bz ,259 81,862 A%, 121
Seuth Atlantie 161,687 267,108 4OR, 78R
Delaware 2,642 6,625 A, 867
Maryland 16 1R b6, 966 61,282
District eof
Celumbia 4,009 10,509 13,518
Virginia 27,721 87,617 75,338
West Virginia 23,662 ba 761 6H,803
Nerth Carolina 3¢ 029 32,38 64,790
South Carelina 12,2M2 18,361 30,683
Geergla 14,038 25,479 39,517
Florida 11,782 b 6018 86,390
East South Central R2,063 118,527 200,590
Kentucky 26,183 53,662 79,805
Tennessee 27,879 10 30es01



Alabana 16,394

20,838 36,832

s ELERARL 12,047 15,305 27,352
West Seuth Central 96,18% 154,019 250,204
S 14,817 16,202 31,019
ml.llnl 7.510 33.2% b°.796
Oklahoma 25,026 30,0064 55,030
Texas 4R, A32 72,927 123,359
Meuntain 36,088 8,093 121,111
Montana 4,959 19,995 24 A5k
Idahoe 5,319 10,710 16,023
Vyoming 1,82 6,820 R,262
Celeorade 14,7720 22 ,R8? 37.757
New Mexice 1,547 8, 7M1 6,368
Arizona 2,552 ?.027 9.579
Utah 4,650 10,21 16,931
Nevada 3195 2,952 3,387
Pacific 77,452 262,163 319,615

Washingten 15,358 48,973 668,331



Oregon
Califernia
State Unknewn

Pinal Totals

11,846
50.6““

16,063
1,236,660

26,271 37,717
166,919 217,567
16,645 32,508
3,831,877 4,668,537
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Chapter VII
Elections

In the Presidential Election of 1924, the Prohibition
Amendment had not come under intensive consideration, but
both parties had pledged themselves to its enforcement. The
Democratic candidate, however, in 1928, repudiated his party's
dry platform. He opposed Prohibition, and the Elighteenth
Amendment became a powerful issue in that campaisn. Unfortu-
nately, Al Smith lost decisively. During the 1928 election,
it became evident that the Republiocan Party was for Prohidition,
while the Democrats leaned to the growing wet cause, This
meant then, that the Democratic victories in the 1930 Con-
greasional elections was identified as one favoring the wet
cause, especially the election of Dwight Morrow who became
the leading proponent of the repeal movement,

In 1930, the state party conventions put the writing
on the wall for the Drys, Twenty-ome state platforas in four-
teen states demanded outright repeal of the Elghteenth Amend-
ment., A repeal plank was adopted by the Democrats in all

fourteen states, but only in seven by the Republicans,

As of March, 1932, an article in the New York Vorld

Telegram stated that if the popular revolt against Prohibition

be
continued at its present speed, "one ®more election might
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enough te create in Cengress the twe-thirds necessary te

submit te the peepls a new amendment cencerning Prohibitien .116

Before and during the pelitical cenventiens in Chicage in
June, 1932, the grewth ef pudlic hestility te the Eighteenth
Amendment was simplying amazing. The strensth ef the Drys was
cellapsing. When the cenventiens were abeut te cenvene, the
Veluntary Cemnmittee adepted a reselutien demanding that
"President Heever and all Demecratic candidates fer the
presidency declare themselves in faver ef the repeal of the
Eighteenth Amendment 117

The race was betwesn Herbert Heever and Pranklin D,
Reesevelt, HReesevelt declared himself fer repeal in his
acceptance speech, as d41d Hoever. Yet, Heever's turnadbeut
almest cest him all ef his dry suppert, The Drys termed him
a deserter, and the Wets ocalled him an unreliable cenvert,
The Wats, therefere, backed Heesevelt whe had premised them
the mest. Beth parties adepted wet planks in their platferms,
"the Demecrats extremely wet with their amazing advecacy ef
eut-and-eut repeal, the Republicans mildly wet with their

recemmendations ef seme retentien ef federal centrel te

116
"The Wet-Dry victery in Cengress,” Literary Digest,
March 26, 1932, p. 8.

117
Debyns, The Amazing Stery of Repeal, p. %,
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safeguard the interests of dry states and te prevent the

f th 118
return o e saleen. " Beth parties alse indicated by

unanimeus vetes their epinien that "the peeple ef the ferty-

eight states sheuld pass judgement ence mere S S

questien ef Prehibitien nl19

The cause ef repeal wen beyend anyene's wildest
dreans. Franklin Reesevelt's party had increased its Cen-
gressienal majerities te 59-37 in the Semate and 312-123
in the Heuse. It new leeked as If Prehiditien was deemed,

A breakdewn eof seme of the states' electiens shewed that
Massachusetts elected ten Wet Senaters and feurteen Vet
Representatives eut eof fifteen, Pemnaylvania elected twenty-
five Wet Cengressmen te enly nine Dry emes, Seven Drys in
Tl1lineis lest their seats fer re-electien, Nebrasia elected
a Wet Cengressman in the driest Cengressiemal distriot,
Oregon returned a ene hundred per cent repeal representatiem
te the Heuse. In Califernia, enly three distriots 414 net
elect Wets. "Net enly was the party supperting sutright
repeal swept inte office by & huge plurality, but every refer-
endum en the questien ef repeal ef the Eighteenth Amendment

118
Pellard, The Read te Repeal, p. 19%.

119A1bert Shaw, "The Pregress of the Werld " Review

of Reviews, September, 1932, Pp. 17.



or repeal of state Prehibitiem laws and enfercement acts

wen by an everwhelmingly pepular voto."lzo

120
Reet, Wemen and Repeal, p, 117,
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Chapter VIII

The Big Step-Repeal

After the electiens were ever, there was nly ene
main thing te de. The questien ef repeal needed te be
answered. Public epiniem had beceme tee streng te be ignered
by Cengress and President Reesevelt,

When the lame-duck Cengress met, the Demecratic
House leadership under Vice-President-elect Garner insisted
on having a repeal reselutien breught up en the epening day.
Indignant Wets pretested that this was a snap vete intended
te shelve the questien fer the remainder of the sessien,

The Drys ebjected te the immediate vete fer ether reasens,
Representative Tarver ef Geergia, declared that "yeu knew

If you den't do 1t new yeu wem't de 1t at lll."u They 414
net de it then, but 272 Representatives veted fer repeal and
1bb veted mgainst it. A ohange ef six vetes weuld have put
it ever,

On December 21, 1932, the Wats wen thelir first victery
The Heuse passed a bill lesalizing
The dill dled in the

in Cengress since 1917,

3.2 per cent beer by a majerity ef 65.

121
"Hew the Wets Wen," Current Histery, Deceaber,
1933, p. 277.
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senate, Meanwhile, a Senate subcemnittee headed by Blain
.

of Wiscensin was censidering a repeal reselutien, and it was

this which was finally submitted te the states.

There was ene peint with respect te repeal en which
beth the friends ef Prehibitien and the eppenents ceuld agree,
It was the unquestiened right ef every American te werk fer
the repeal of any law ef which he disappreved. In 1928,
Geverner Alfred E, Smith had ceme up with a prepesed plan
for repeal., It was based "en the Canadian System eof sale
by & public agency in these states in which a majerity ef
the electerate appreved such a pelicy by referendus voto.'lzz
Dwight Merrew alse submitted a plan fer repeal, His plan was
fer a new amendment which weuld "restere te the states the
pewer teo determine their pelioy teward the liquer traffile,
but simultaneeusly vest in the federal gevernment pewar te
give all pessible pretectien and assistance te these states
that desire coemplete Prehibitien against invasien frem
states that de not.'121

The preposal by Cengress that the questien ef the

repeal eof the Eighteenth Amendment should de submitted te

conventions in the states, instead eof te state lexislatures,

marked an impertant innevatiem in American gevernment,

122
Merz, The Dry Decade, p. 298.

123
Ibia., p. 299.
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senate Joint Resolution 211 was introduced by Senator Blaine

of Wisconsin on December 6, 1932, 1t proposed submitting

the question of repeal of the Eighteenth Amendment to con-

ventions in the states. The resolution was amended by the

Committee on the Judiclary to provide for the submission of
the proposal of repeal to legislatures of the states, instead
of to conventions, The amending of the resolution surprised
many people for the good and for the bad.

In explanation of the amendment of the proposal,
Senator Blaine stated that at the moment there were over forty
state legislatures in session, If the joint resolution should
be acted upon by the current session of Congress, it could go
to the state legislatures immediately for action, It was
obvious the Senator asserted, ratification would be deferred
about four years or more if the convention method should de
agreed upon as the method. FHe also emphasized the fact that
the convention method would be an expensive ome, involving
large campalgn expenses, as well as the cost of election of
delezates and the holding of the conventiom, Time and
expense could be saved by submitting the question to the state
legislatures,

Despite the opinion of the committee and Blaine's
argument in support of it, Semator Robinson of Ariamsas offered

an amendment to the resolutiom to change the method of rati-

fication from the state legislatures to conventions in the

states., In the debate which followed, much of the discussion
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was concerned With the power of Congress to provide, by law
. ’

for the election of delegates to the conventions in the states.

genator Robinson expressed the opinion that, "even if the
power of Congress were conceded, any attempt of Congress to

exercise it would result in the defeat of ratification in a

124
large number of states. " The Robinson amendment was then

passed by & vote of 45 yeas to 15 nays, and the proposed
amendment in its final form by 63 to 23,

There were only forty minutes of debate in the House
on the method of ratification, It was stated that each state
must set up its own procedure, although there might de
forty-eight types of machinery. The joint resolution passed
by a vote of 289 to 121; fifteen votes more than the needed
two-thirds majority was obtained. In a breakiown of the
vote, 109 Republicans, 179 Democrats, and 1 Parmer-labor
Party member voted in favor of the resolution, Voting
against it were 89 Republicans and 32 Democrats,

On Pebtruary 20, 1933, the resolution was delivered to
the Secretary of State, Hemry L. Stimson, The next day he
sent certified coples of it to the respective governors of
the forty-eight states. During 1933, laws were passed in

forty-three states (Georgia, Kansas, Louisiana, Mississippl,

Zuherett Brown, Ratification of the Twenty-Pirst

Anendment to the Constitution oT_the URY ..: 0), p. 5.
onvention Hecordas s ‘ d ' .
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exceptiens) Previding fer actien
upen the prepesed anendment , During that same year, ¢

. on-

ventiens were held in thirty-eight

and Noerth Dakota being tpe

states, and all except

ene, Seuth Carelina, ratified the Amendment. In Nerth
Carelina, the electerate veted fer cenventien hologltol
but alse veted against helding a cenventien Nentana

Nebraska, Oklahema, and Seuth Carelina made previsiens fer

the selectien of cenventien delegates in 1934, but Nentana
alene elected delegates and held a cenventien in that year,
Ratificatien ef the amendment was cempleted em December Se
1933, and a certificate teo that effect, as required by law,
was signed at 6:37 P N, by Acting Secretary ef State,
¥William Phillips,

The lack ef deliberatien in the cenventiens fellewed
as a matter eof ceurse frem the nature ef the slectiens at
which delegates were chesen, As a rule, the cheloce of the
veters was between delegates pledged fer or against repeal,
altheugh in seme states previsioen was made fer unpledged
delegates. The delegates favering repeal were evervhelaingly
in the majority. "In enly six ef the thirty-elght states
which ratified the Twenty-first Amendment were vetes registered
in the cenventiens against repeal, and in five eof these the
vote was almest nexlibible: Oregen, 5: Nentana ’; Washingtem,

4; New Jersey, 2; and Michigan, L,lZS Indiana was the exceptien.

—

12
Srbad,
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There, the vote stood 246 ¢, 83, and 1n the Indiana con

vention a definite attempt was made by the oppoments of

repeal to elect their glate of officlers to preside over the

convention., "Indiana, more than any other state, adhered

to the 1dea of a deliberate convention, although even in

Indiana the law required from each delegate a pledge that he

would, 1f elected, vote in aoccordance with the declaration
made in his petition of cmdldney.'lzé‘ At the other extreme
was Arizona where the law provided for the election of
delegates to the convention, The law there also required a
delegate to carry his pledge to vote for or against the
ratification or he would be guilty of a misdemeancr and his
vote would not be considered,

The sessions of the conventions were relatively drief,
New Hampshire required only seventeen minutes for her action
on repeal, for instance, Xo state used over one day for their
session, The longest part of the convention seemed to be the
lengthy roll calls in some states. Speeches ranged from
very brief spans to quite lengthy ones, mainly about the
history of the repeal movement.

As previously stated, no unifora msethod for the rati-

states. Many of the state legislatures were still confused

126
Ibia,
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as hew te handle the precess., 1n their laws previding fer

the cenventiens, ne less than tWenty-ene states inmcluded a

sectien stating that, nye Cengress sheuld prescribe the

manner in which the cenventiens sheuld be censtituted, the

previsiens ef the state act sheuld be ineperative and

of ficers of the state were autherized and directed te act in

ebedience te the act ef Cengress with the same ferce and effect
as if acting under a State sututo.'127 The states se pre-

viding were Arizena, Califernia, Cennectiout, Delaware,
Plerida, Idahe, Indiana, ITewa, Maryland, Mentana, Nevada,
Ohie, Pennsylvania, Rhede Tsland, Seuth Daketa, Tennessee,
Texas, Utah, Verment, Washingten, and VWyeming.

Of the states which passed laws previding fer ratifying
conventiens, sixteen made previsiens by general laws fer
any amendment which might be prepesed in the future, These
states were Arizena, Delaware, Plerida, Idahe, Indiana, Tewa,
Missouri, Mentana, New Mexice, Ohle, Seuth Daketa, Texas,
Utah, Verment, Washingten, and ¥Wyeaing. The laws of the
remaining twenty-ssven were of a special nature and related
enly te the amendment at hand,

There was censiderable difference ef epinien as te
whether the delegates te the cenventliens should be elected

by the veters ef the states at large, er by districts, or by

a combinatien of the twe metheds, The fellewing twenty-five

127
Ibid., p. S15.
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at large for thelir delegates: Arizena, Califer-
nia, Celorade, Delaware,

states veted

Plerida, Idahe, I1lineis, Iewa,
Kentucky, Minneseta, Missouri, New Hampshire, New Mexice
. .

New York, Ohle, Oklahoma, Pennsylvania, Rhede Island, Seuth

Carolina, Tennessee, Utah, Veraent, Virginia, West Virginia,

and Wiscensin. Arkansas, Indiana, Maine, Massachusetts,
Michigan, Mentana, Nebraska, Nevada, Nerth Carelina, Oregen,
Seuth Daketa, Texas, Washingtem, and ¥yeming chese their
delegates by distriots, Only feur states cembined the
metheds, They Were Alabama, Cemnecticut, Maryland, and New
Jersey.

The metheds eof neminating delegates to the cenventiens
also showed wide variatiens. The neminatiens were made by
petitiens in Alabama, Arkansas, Arizema, Califernia, Cennecti-
cut, Delaware, Plerida, Idahe, Illineis, Indiana, Kentucky,
Maine, Minneseta, Mentana, New Jersey, New Mexice, New Yerk,
Nerth Carelina, Ohie, Pennsylvania, Rhede Island, Seuth
Daketa, Tennessee, Utah, and Wiscemsin, In Celerade, the
neminatien was made by the goeverner. Nass cenventiems eof
qualified electors elected delesgates in Iewa, Nisseur!,
Nevada, Texas, and Wyeaing, In Maryland, Massachusetts,

Michigan, New Hampshire, Seuth Carelina, Verment, Virzinia,

and West Virginia, the delegates were chesen by neminating

committees, boards, and caucuses. A primary electien was

held in Nebraska,
In the actien ef these cenventiens Was written
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another chapter in the history of the Comstitution "The

people accomplished the purpose for which they were called

and truly reglistered the will of the American people on a

great national 1ssue .'128

Their actions will serve as a

guide to future action in similar cases.
Even the most sanguine Wets were astounded by the
speed with which the states acted on the Twenty-first Amend-
ment. Ey early December, 1933, thirty-five states had rati-
fied the amendment, This was one short of the needed three-
fourths, The Utah convention took its time, though it had
a mandate to ratify since November, Utah wanted to make
sure it would be the deciding thirty-sixth state. "No other
state shall take away this glory from Utah,® proclaimed the
President of the Utah League for Prohidbition Repeal., Pinally,
"on December 5 at 5:32 P.M,, Washington time, delegate S, 6 R,
Thurman, having satisfled himself that the thirty-fifth state
(Pennsylvania) had ratified, cast the last ballot for Uuh."zq
At seven o'clock, thirteen years, ten months, and
eightesn days after the Noble Experiment began, President
Roosevelt signed the proclamation ending 1t. Prohibition was
over and the ocountry could now celebratel The long, hard

struggle to Wet down the Drys had been sucoessful .

1ZRIbid.. p. 8.

129l(obler-. Ardent Spirits, p. 353.
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Votes by the States Ending Prohibition

State Yosn

Ro Absent
Alabama 103 0 13
Arizona 14 0 0
Arkansas 75 0 0
California 22 0 0
Colorado 15 0 0
Connecticut 50 0 R
Delawars 17 0 0
Florida 6) 0 B
Georgia no provision for ratification
Idaho 21 0 0
I1linois 50 0 0
Indlana 264 m 0
Towa 90 0 9
Kansas fails to provide for ratification
Kentucky 19 0 0
Louisiana fails to provide for ratification
Maine 72 0 8
Maryland 24 0 0
Massachusetts 45 0 .
Michigan 99 1 0
Minnesota 21 0 v

tification
Mississippl fails to provide for ra



Missourl 6R

0 0
Montana Ls N 0
Nebraska nothing availabdble
Nevada 39 0 1
New Hampshire 9 0 1
New Jersey 202 2 22
New Mexico 3 0 0
New York 150 0 0
North Carolina nothing availabdle
North Dakota falls to provide for ratification
Ohio 52 0 0
Oklahoma nothing avalladle
Oregon 110 b 1
Pennsylvania 15 0 0
Rhode Island n 0 0
South Carolina b1 0 S
South Dakota nothing avaliable
Tennessee 58 0
Texas 25 0 é
Utah 18 0 )
Vermont 14 0 v
Virginia 30 0 .
¥ashington R . :
West Virginia 20 " °
Wisconsin 15 . °
Wyoming 64 - .

2074 99 o




Chapter IX
Besults of Repeal

The Noble Experiment was finally over. Liquor and beer
once again flowed legally across the United States. Great
personal credit should go to President Roosevelt for his
part in the adoption of the Twemty-first Amendment. "He
had insisted that Congress carry out, without equivocatien,
the spirit and letter of the party platform plank, and sub-
sequently through the Postmaster General and other personal
representatives, he had placed in back of Repeal the full
foroe of the prestige and influence of the national admin-
utntlm."no

There were a few bad results of repeal, While some
quarter of a million people got jobs, equal amounts of
bootleggers lost theirs, thus unemployment was at a stalemate,
Repeal 414 not help the farmers wuch either. Only crops of
barley, rye, and hops had an tnoreased sale. The farmers had
hoped that there would be more prosperity for them. Repeal
also hurt those farmers who had made a profitable sideline ocut

of moonshining. The Wets had accused Prohidbition of costing

13oAlﬁ-ed Smith, "A Happy New Year,® New Outlook,
January, 1934, p. 10.



95

hundreds of millions of dollars to enforce over the years
.

but the cost of enforcement of the liquor laws in the

United States after the passage of the Twenty-firet Ameniment

was hardly less than it haa been before, since the volume of
bootlegging was still at large. A further d1sappointment

was suffered by the wealthy backers of the Wets, who had

thought that their taxes would be lowered after repeal,

It 414 not happen,

The Depression was not overcome by repeal. It became
more secure, During the years imnediately following repeal,
approximately two and a half billion dollars were spent for
liquer, Money needed for necessities was spent instead in
saloons, night clubs, and brothels, This depressed every
kind of legitimate business and industry, "It brought no
relief to the farmers and the rallroads, the real-estate
markets remained depressed, foreclosures increased in number,
the budget remained unbalanced, and taxes continued to unr."”

The victory of the liquor interests, the underworld,
and the unscrupulous elements of big business, produced the
precise results that had been foreseen by all responsible
people who had not been deceived and blinded by the wet
propaganda. Ports were thrown open to the liquor manufacturers
of the world. Brewerles, distilleries, and winerles sprung

up. Saloons began filling up the country. A ban on liquor

131Dobyml. The Amazing Story of Repeal, p. 378.




advertising was removed, and all methods of high-powered B

salesmanship were employed to induce people to buy liquor

and reports showed that at least
thirty per cent of the pPeople in saloons

More females were drinking,

and night oclubs were

Crime continued at its same
pace, "The chief dangers which faced

under twenty-one years of age,

the people as the result
of repeal were over-regulation and over-taxation by bdoth

Pederal and State authorities »12?

Experience soon demonstrated the fact that the entire
repeal propaganda had been nothing but falsehoods. The Vets
had not been interested in true temperance, law.and -order,
personal liberty, and the Constitution, but in liquor pro-
fits and revenue, Repeal 414 not lessen the use of hard
liquor, decrease drunkenness and orime, do away with boot-
legging, help unemployment, restore prosperity to the farmer,
or stop the Depression, The saloon was allowed to return
even though people had been promised that it would net,
¥illions of sincere men and women who had voted for repeal
in the hope that it would bring relief from intoleradle
l1lquor conditions, realized that they had been decelved,

Many prominent people gave their views om the merit
or non-merit of repeal after it had been in effect a few

Years, Dr. Harry E, Posdick, in a seraon preached in May,

1936, saild:

132 .
Smith, "A Happy New Year," p. 9.
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"The Repeal of Prohibition 414 not
solve our pProblems, It simply plunged

us back to the statys uo ante, plunged
us once more into the info!onble situ-
ation which our fathers faced two genera-

tions ago when they rose up in -
tion against the liquor trcfﬂo%ﬁﬁm

In October, 1936, in the Zion's Herald, Bdgar Blake, Bishop
from Detriot said:

"Never have we witnessed such
drunkenness and debauchery on our
streets and in public places as we
are witnessing today., Never have our
homes been 8o ruthlessly invaded.

Never has our American :mnhooa fallen

80 low as since Repeal.

The director of the Pederal Bureau of Prisons said in his
report that the rellef expected from the repeal had not
materialized, He also stated that crime had increased
everywhere, and that a major problem to be dealt with now
was the increasing drunkenness in women,

At the same time that some people were eagerly condemning
the repeal of Prohibition, others were celebrating the
momentous ocomsion quite happily. At the Anheuser-Busch
Brewery in St. Louils, it was like a Hollywood premlere,
"Ploodlights played upon the beer sheds as the first barrels
were trundled forth, and 30,000 beer lovers surged toward

ks
the company trucks that formed a motorcade twenty bloec

133Dobym. The Amazing Story of Repeal, p. 195.

134
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advertised plickles that came in an eleven-ounce beer mug,
one could buy the pickles and get the mug free, or buy the
mugs and get the pickles thrown in as a bonus, Microphones
were established in bars and over the radio people could
hear corks popping, cocktail shakers rattling, and drunken
shouts and singing from New York to San Prancisco. Saloons
were opened, women were admitted, and barmaids and hostesses
were installed,

The moment repeal was accomplished, many of the groups
that had fought hard for it decided that their tasks had
been accomplished, The WONPR, the Voluntary Committee of
lavyers, and the Crusaders disbanded, closed their offices,
and disappeared from the scene.

Perhaps Gilbert Seldes summed up Prohibition and 1ts
eventual repeal best:

"It was strange that the American

people gave up the right to drink when

they could most afford to Arink, and

clamored for its restoration when they

414 not even have i?z price of a bottle
of good Burgundy.”

135Kc.»blor. Ardent Spirits, p. 352,

13()Slr\clalr. Prohibition: The Era of Excess, P. oL




Chapter X

Conclusion

On January 29, 1919, the Eighteenth Amendment caused
the people of America to have to change their way of 1ife.

No longer could people buy, sell, or make liquer for persomal
use, For a few years, most people abided by the new Prohi-
bition laws, but after the mid-twenties things began to
change. Illegal liquor flowed freely, orimes rose, Arunken-
ness inoreased, and much more., Many organizations developed
to try to bring about the repeal of the amendment., They felt
that many social and family problems could be lessened If
there was no more Prohibition, After much fighting and trying
to convince the politicians that Prohibition was wrong, the
needed thirty-six states ratified a new amendment, the
Twenty-first, and Prohibition was over,

Whether the end of Prohibition was what was needed to
help the country can be dlsputed, Statistics showed that corime,
unemployment, and drunkenness 414 not decrease as much as
people were led to belleve it would, Organized crime grew
dramatically during the Prohibition Era. The gangsters had
wormed their way into all facets of 1ife, but they were

especially involved in manufacturing, smuggling, and selling

could not live without it., BEven
to their

11lagnl liquor to people who
¥ith the emd of Prohibitiom, the gangsters held om
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powerful empires ana kept themselves involved in many

businesses such as saloons, gambling, and prostitutie

Most people frelt that the end of Prohibition would

bring them more individual freedom as the B111 of Rights had

guaranteed them. They wanted to be adble to walk to nearby

saloons and have a drink without fear of reprisal, or they
wanted to be able to buy a bottle or two and have a 4rink at
home., Perhaps mostly, they desired cheap and potabdble liquor,
As long as Prohibition was in offect, the 4drinker was at the
mercy of the bootlegger as to the prices he paid for the
liquor., If he wanted the 4drink bad enough, he would pay
almost any price. With the end of Prohibitiom, prices would
definitely be more reasonabdle.

Times had been hard om the people., So many people
were out of work, and then the Depression hit the ceuntry
with full force. Many people hoped that by repealing Prohi-
bition, the country might be better off economically. They
had hoped that more jobs would be created through the liquor
industry. Unfortunately, while many people got jobs, many
more such as bootleggers and moonshiners lost theirs, But,
the Depression had caused people to hope that any change would
be better than the way things had been,

Perhaps part of the movement for repeal was sheer

hyprocrisy, such as some repeal organizations' desire to

have liquor in moderation, This caused the advocates of

"responsible drinking" te stop their educational programs



101

and go out of business once repeal had been safely secured.
There Were so many factors for the repealing of it.

In 1919, 8o many people were very much in favor of Prohibi-

tion, but just a few years later, a great majority wanted

to get rid of 1t, They felt the end of Prohibition would

be the best thing for the country, but ethers still 414 not

agree. No one may ever know whether the repeal hurt or

helped the country, Since the Depression was in full sving,

one cannot be sure. The only sure thing was that onoce again

liquor was legal .,
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Elghteenth Amendment - January 29, 1919

After one year from the ratification of this

108

article the manufacture, sale, or transporta-

tion of intoxicating liquors within, the
importation thereof from the United States
and all territory subject to the juris-
diction thereof for beverage purposes is
hereby prohibited.

The Congress and the several States shall
have conourrent power to enforce this

article by appropriate legislation,

This article shall be inoperative unless it
shall have been ratified as an amendment to
the Constitution by the legislatures of the
several States, as provided in the Constitu-
tion, within seven years from the date of

the submission hereof to the States by the

Congress,
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Twenty-first Amendment-December 5, 1933

The eighteenth article of amendment to the

Constitution of the United States is heredy
repealed

The transportation or importation into any
State, Territory, or possession of the
United States for delivery or use there-

in of intoxicating liquors, in violation of
the laws thereof, 1s hereby prohibited,

This article shall be inoperative unless it
shall have been ratified as an amendmsent to

the Constitution by conventions in the

several States, as provided in the Constitutiom,
within seven years from the date of the subd-

mission hereof to the States by the Congress,
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Chronology

August 1, 1917 - Senate votes Eighteenth Amendment, £5.20
pecember 17, 1917 - House votes the amendment, 287.100

1918 - Assoolation Against the Prohibitien Amendment (AAPA)

founded .
January 16, 1919 - Nebraska becomes the thirty-sixth state
to ratify the amendment,
January 29, 1919 - Eighteenth Amendment to the Censtitutien
proclaimed to become effective Janmuary 16, 1920,
July 22, 1919 - House passes National Prohidbition Act,
September &4, 1919 - Senate passes Volstead Act,
January 16, 1920 - Prohibition Amendment effective,
June 7, 1920 - Supreme Court upholds Volstead Act,
November 6, 1928 - Mr. Hoover elected President.
May 20, 1929 - Wickershanm Commission appointed,
May 2R, 1929 - Women's Organization for Natiomal Prohibition
Reform (WONPR) 1s founded in Chlcago.
January 13, 1930 - Pirst report of Wickersham Commission fssued,
November 4, 1930 - Elections increase Repeal strength in
House by 70; in Senate by %,
January 7, 1931 - Second report of Wickersham Comamission 1ssued,
March 14, 1932 - House defeats, by vote of 228 to 169, Beck-

Linthicum Resolution to take a vote on submission to
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states of an amendment to the Constitution Permitty
ng

those states which so desire to set up contrel of
liquor traffic,

way 16 to 21, 1931 - WONPR observes Repeal Week,

July 16, 1932 - Senate, by a vote of 37 te 21, takes up con-
sideration of Glass Amendment to Eighteenth Anendment,
directed against return of the saloen and protecting
dry states,

November 8, 1932 - Mr., Roosevelt is elected President. All
referenda on question of Repeal of Eighteenth Amend-
ment or Repeal of State Prohibdbition laws and Enforcement
Acts are won by Repeal,

December 5, 1932 - House fails by narrow margin of 271 to 144
to pass the Garner Repeal Resolutiom,

Pebruary 17, 1933 - Blaine Repeal Reselution providing for
vote by State Conventions on Twenty-first Amendment te
repeal Eighteenth Amendment passed by Senate, 55-28,

Pebruary 20, 1933 - Blaine Reselution passed by House, 289-121,

April 10, 1933 - Michigan holds first conventiom in United
States for ratification of Twenty-first Amendment.

December 5, 1933 - Conventions in Pennsylvania, Ohio, and Utah
ratify the Twenty-first Amendment, Thirty-six states

having ratified, the Eighteenth Amendment {s automati-

cally repealed,



	000
	000_i
	000_ii
	000_iii
	000_iv
	000_v
	000_vi
	000_vii
	001
	002
	003
	004
	005
	006
	007
	008
	009
	010
	011
	012
	013
	014
	015
	016
	017
	018
	019
	020
	021
	022
	023
	024
	025
	026
	027
	028
	029
	030
	031
	032
	033
	034
	035
	036
	037
	038
	039
	040
	041
	042
	043
	044
	045
	046
	047
	048
	049
	050
	051
	052
	053
	054
	055
	056
	057
	058
	059
	060
	061
	062
	063
	064
	065
	066
	067
	068
	069
	070
	071
	072
	073
	074
	075
	076
	077
	078
	079
	080
	081
	082
	083
	084
	085
	086
	087
	088
	089
	090
	091
	092
	093
	094
	095
	096
	097
	098
	099
	100
	101
	102
	103
	104
	105
	106
	107
	108
	109
	110
	111



