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ABSTRACT 

This thesis is a study of the factors promoting 

the economic development of Montgomery County between 

1800-1820. This was a period of rapid development in 

which the county evolved into a significant agricultural 

and marketing economy in which slave holding played 

a significant role. The thesis will contend that 

development was encouraged by the county's location 

at the confluence of the Red and Cumberland Rivers 

which provided an outlet for the products of the county 

as well as those of neighboring counties. The county's 

situation downstream from Nashville allowed it to 

benefit from the economic and political influences 

radiating from the capital. The nature of the major 

agricultural crops, tobacco and cotton, required a 

large labor suppl y . This labor requirement contributed 

to the development of the slave holding economy. 

The economic impact of Jefferson's Embargo of 1808 

and the subsequent War of 1812 will also be considered. 

ii 



ECONOMI C DEVELOPMENT OF MONTGOMERY COUNTY 

BETWEEN 18 00-1820 

A Thesis 

Presented to 

The Graduate Council of 

Austin Peay State University 

In Partial Fulfillment 

of the Requirements for the Degree 

Master of Arts 

by 

Ann Evans Alley 

May, 198 6 



To t he Gr aduate Council : 

I am submitting he rewith a Thesis wr itten by Ann 
Alley entitled "Economic Development of Montgomery County 
Between 1800 -1820." I recommend that it be accepted in 
partial fulfillment of the requirement for the degree 
of Maste r of Arts, with a major in History . 

dfutMN ~ 
(Major Professor) 

we have read this thesis 
and recommend its acceptance: 

~Q&:tu~ 
Second Committee Member 

Ac cepted for the 
Graduate Council: 

Dean of the Graduate School 

iv 



ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 

The author wishes to e xpress sincere 

appreciati on t o Dr . Howa r d 1vinn , Dr . Richard Gildrie , 

a nd Dr . Presto n Hubbard , Histo ry Depa rtme nt , Aus ti n 

Peay State ·niversit'_.· , : o r :.r.ei r aid , guidance , and 

time given du rin g the en tires u 1v . 

App r e iati o~ is e x t e ~·e· t o r . Haro d Moser 

and Lel n • Johnso .. o : ::2.s :'r::. :l e : o r t::e · r ene rosity 

in sh c1 rin Cl . 

r : o r he r 

ntir · ' . C O ' LJ. 

,\1 lL.:.O . ... : ' 0 a k 

d r1 g 

V 



TABLE OF CONTENTS 

Acknowledgements 

CHAPT ER 

I. From Subsistenc e t o Commerce .. 

II . Comme r cia l Agriculture and Early 
I ndustry . . . . 

III. Economic I mpac t of Wa r and Expansion 

Appendixe s 

1 . Popul a ti on Schedules 

2 . Distille r ies Taxed 

3 . Cot t on Gins Taxed . 

4 . Justices oft e Peace . 

5 . Tally of Flatboat . a ifes t s , 
1805 - 1807 . . . . . . . 

6 . We ste r n Dis tr ic t of Tenne ss ee 
Manufac t u r e r s , 1810 . 

Bi bliog r aphy . . . . . . 

vi 

V 

PAGE 

1 

38 

68 

95 

97 

101 

103 

104 

106 

108 



CHAPTER I 

FROM SUBSISTENCE TO COMMERCE 

By th e dawn of the nine te en th century , 

Montgomery County , Tennessee , wa s just emerging into 

the commerci a l - aoricultural economy of the ri ve ri ne 

southwest . No longer restricted by Indian dep redation s 

and the absence of a dependable outlet to marke t, 

the county ' s produce beqan t o flow freely down the 

Cumberland an ~ississip 1 Rivers to the market s at 

Na chez and w Orl eans , wh · l e im orted good s a rr ived 

from the ea s wi h s o e r equla ri y . The s ub sistence 

frontier ha move ur he r sou h and west . 

The co e rq e . ce n the commercial e conomy , 

howev e r , wa s r a th r na rr owl y based on a few st aples 

(cot on , or I an tob a cco ) a d largely depende nt 

on capita nele in 0 he area hrough a shville , 

already by 1 00 the domi .a tow on the Cumbe rland. 

The conc e tr a tion of o me rcial - agricultu re , land 

speculation , and rel ated economic matte rs encouraged 

a neglect of such social ac ivitie s a s the formation 

of schools and churches . Politics wa s s een largel y 

a s a matte r of st imula ti ng rather than regulatinq 

l 
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economic activity . Un l ike some of the older American 

settlements , laissez - faire economic expansion in 

Montgomery County d id not occur within an already 

es t ablished c omm unal o r de r ; rather , such expan sion 

created he society and its character . The r e sults 

were an early and thorouqh co mi ment to slave r y and 

stap l e aqri u lt u r e , a h iahly e velo ed l a nd market 

ancl cred i syst em , t. e ~ ~ n y o ne alec such social 

insti u i o ns a s hu r hes :1 ~ s hoc ls , an d a conten tious 

poli i s as _ · L n i:?ly o n rs o na li i e s and conf lictinq 

e c o no 1 o r es s r a '- hc r t :: .:i .. a :cv ove r - a r hi q 

r acli i o r.,1 l l :00 C 1 - c :: .. :. :n _~ .... . 

I :1 1 on ~'. o • I.. j C' :-7' !'" \' lC " :Ct V a y a t he we s ern 

en 0 .) r .:i y .) ! .· l ~ ..., :ro n t r . T nes s ee was 

e .; e re fron t ie r 

0 1 s ► h 
'-- · ' he privilege s 

of s a hoo · , y t o .. _ •,,; er. • \. a rs a as s e since 

1oses a osc _ h R n:r o ha 

o ha ( · rs - f Cl t. C S 

o ly five yea rs s · ~ e he a s 

the a r ea . 

om w 1 h hei r fami lies 

o Re· Ri,er , and 

, an i cursion into 

The a r o x a e y _ 0 5 , 6 00 i habitant s of the 

State o Te e ss ee ,.;er e ce. e r ed · two p rincipal 

are a s of s et tle e .t covering o .. l y about one thi r d 

of t he pres e nt imit s of he stat e . East Tenne ss ee , 
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the cente r o f the state 's po l i t ica l acti v ity , extended 

on l y to the Little Tenne ss ee River south o f the Holston . 

Sett l ements north of the ri v e r went 1ust we st of 

Knoxville , the capital of the newlv fo r med st a te . Th e 

s e ttl ement s on th e Cumberla nd in Mi dd le Tenne ss ee we re 

spr ead out al o nq a na rr ow s pa rs e l y s e t l e d area 

ext e nd i nq a l on e he Cumbe r an d Rive r f r o about present 

da y Ca r haqe o 1 a r k s •; i 11 e . E~ e ~ ~ thin he s e a r ea s 

th e r e we r e wi O un i ~ha b ~ e . a r ea s . The Ea s Tennes s ee 

a nd h C m e rl '"' s 

oh r y rr.o 

s ill 

n 

h 

Th o 
Te n 
Th 

c ,1r0 ,1s o . 

C . 

a xo 
O S O. 

n , Hi s 
Yo r . Ho a h .. 

. L S ~~ r e s e a a e f r om eac h 

s .. 

~ c " . : .1 . . 0 r r : o r \' o . h 

he 

1a s . The 

OS a 

Th s e wo 

a r o ss he 

0 

s o h 

5 0- 1800 

, 5 0 2 ; 
Boston : 

amer , ed . 
w York : 

: 8 3 ; 
ron ier , 

24) , p . 93 ; 
of a State 
p . 171. 
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The population of Montgomery County was 

increasing almost daily with the arrival of new 

immigrants from the east. The Federal Census of 1800, 

the first taken since Tennessee had become a state, 

showed the population of the county at 2,899, an increase 

of approximatel y 30 0 percent since 1791, taking into 

consideration the fact tha t about one -half of the 

territory and probabl y more than one - half of the 

population wa s cut off in 1796 t o form Robertson County. 

While the major po r tion of the inhabitants was confined 

to an area a l ong th e Cumberland and Re d Rivers within 

the bounds of the pr e sent day county , a great n umber 

of settlers was pushing further to the we st . Within 

three years the western po r tion of the county wou1d 

be sufficiently populated to 1ustify the creat ion 

of two new counti e s -- St e wart and Dickson . 2 

Over 28 percent of th e se frontiersmen were 

sl aves , a noticeably higher ratio than th e nationa l 

average of 17 percent and the state average of 13 

percent . Even within the Mero District where slave r y 

flourish ed , Mon t gome ry County showed a larger number 

2clarence Edwin Carter , ed ., The Territorial 
Papers of the United States, vol . 4 : The Te rritory 
South of the Ri ver Ohio , 1790 - 1796 (Washing ton: U.S. 
Government Printing Office , 1936) , p . 81 ; Robert 
Hays, "Schedule of the Whole Number of Persons in 
the District of Tennessee, 1800 ," East Tennessee 
Historica l Society 's Publication , 26 ( 1954) : 106; 
Wil li am s, Travels, p . 5 06 . 



o f slaves than any of her sister counties, with the 

exception of Davidson County. In 1791 the area had 

5 

a population of 1,387 people, including 154 slaves 

and forty-two "other free persons." Slaves amounted 

to only about 11 percent of the total population. 

During the next four years the population as a whole 

increased on l y 28 pe rcent , while the slave population 

showed an i ncrease of 158 percent, representing 20.5 

percent of t he total popu lation . The opening of 

navigation of the Mi ssissippi Rive r by Pinckney's 

Tr e aty with Spain in 1795 and statehood in 1796 gave 

an additiona l thrust to the development of a n economy 

which profited from sl ave l abo r . As a result , unable 

to compete in a slave ma rket , free blacks moved to 

o ther ar ea s where the presence of slave labor d i d 

not diminish th e need fo r their labor , o r whe re their 

presence gave ris e t o little or no fea r of insurrection 

from th e slave community . By 1800 no free b l a cks 

r emained in the county . 3 

It wa s a youthful community. We ll ove r 

one-half (55 . 5 percent ) of the inhabitants we re under 

the age of ten . There were only 536 men over the 

age of sixteen available to assume the civic 

3ca rt er , Territoria l Papers , p . 8 1; Ha ys, 
"Schedule , 1800 ," p . 106 . 



responsibi li ties o f t he county , and on l y eigh ty of 

these men we r e ove r the age of fort y-five . 4 

Onl y a small percentage of these inhabitants 

had lived in the county during the days of early 

settlement. Most had come into the area since 1795 

after the problems with the Indians had ceased and 

the Mississippi River had been opened for trade. 

6 

A few men like Haydon Wells and George Neville had 

come with their families before 1790 and had survived 

the hardships of the frontier. Wells had come south 

from Kaskaskia in 1779 and had joined James Robertson 

and his party along their overland journey to the 

Cum~erland. Neville and his family had come from 

South Carolina in 1784 and settled along Red River. 

Other early settlers like John Montgomery, for whom 

the county was named, had been killed by the 

Indians. The Seviers had come into the area early, 

but unable to cope with frontier life, took refuge 

in Nashville and returned after peace was assured. 

Other hardy souls, seeing the encroachment of 

4Hays , "Schedule, 1800," p . 106. Based on 
White statistics; the 1800 Census does not give ages 
for slaves. 



civ ilization , had move d f urther we st i n sea rch of 

a new fron t ie r. 5 

Trav el was only slightly better than when 

the first settlers came into the area. The river 

continued to be a major route from the east and the 

outlet for the county's growing surplus. Supplies 

7 

and settlers from the Philadelphia and Baltimore areas 

floated down the Ohio to the mouth of the Cumberland. 

Traffic from the Holston area came down the Tennessee 

River and up the Ohio River about twelve miles to 

the Cumberland. From there, now the site of Smithland, 

Kentucky, the travelers poled their way up the river 

to Palmyra, Clarksville, and Nashville.6 

Three main roads brought traffic from the 

eastern settlements into the Cumberland region but 

these had been heavily traveled without improvement. 

SHarriette Simpson Arnow, Flowering of the 
Cumberland (New York: The Macmillan Company, 1963), 
p. 87; Ursula Smith Beach, Along the Warioto or a 
History of Montgomery County, Tennessee (Nashville: 
McQuiddy Press, 1964), p. 83; Will T. Hale and Dixon 
L. Merritt, History of Tennessee and Tennesseans, 
8 Vols. (Chicago: The Lewis Publishing Company, 1913), 
1:207; Valentine Sevier to his brother, General John 
Sevier, Nashville, March 13, 1795, Draper Mss. 11 
DD 120, 122 (microfilmed, 1949), Tennessee State 
Library and Archives, Nashville, Tennessee; Irene 
M. Griffey, "Descendants of George Neville," p. 1, 
Clarksville, Tennessee. 

6Hamer, Tennessee, 1:388; Thomas Perkins 
Abernethy, From Frontier to Plantation in Tennessee 
(Chapel Hill: The University of North Carolina Press, 
1932), p. 200. 
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The northern r oute , opened by Daniel Boone in 177 5 , 

led from North Ca r o l ina , pas sing near t he p r e s ent 

site of Ki ng sport, Tennesse e , veering northwe stwa r d 

t hrough t he Cumb e rl and Ga p into present da y Ke ntucky . 

Nea r Da nville a b ranch turned southward connecting 

the Kentuck y transylv ania settlements with the 

Cumberland. It was along this road that James 

Rob e rtson in 1779 brought the first settlers from 

the Watauga region to the settlements along the 

Cumberland. A second branch of this road v eered 

southwest through Logan Courthouse (now Russellville) 

until it rea ched the state line. There it turned 

west, following a line ne ar the Kentucky-Tennessee 

border across Whippoorwill Creek and the Elk Fork 

of Red River. After crossing the West Fork of Red 

River, the road turned south to Clarksville.7 

The ne e d for a more d irect route caused the 

State o f North Carol i na to ord er the construction 

of a n ew road into the i nterior in 1785. The road 

ran from the lower end of the Clinch Mountains in 

present day Hawkins County to the settlements on the 

7Thomas Speed , The Wilderness Road 
(Louisville: John P. Morton and Co., 1886), p. 63; 
Abernethy , Frontier, p. 155; Paxon, American Frontier, 
p. 114; J. Russell, Map of the State of Kentucky with 
Adjoining Territories (London: H. D. Symons, 1794). 



Cumbe rl and . The t en f oo t wi de path ran through the 

pre s en t day counti e s of Ja cks on , Smith , Trou s da l e , 

a nd Sumner by Bled soe ' s Lick i n to Na shvi lle . Known 

as Ave ry ' s Tr a c e f o r Pete r Av e ry who laid out the 

r out e , th e r oad opened in Septembe r o r Octobe r of 

17 88 . A gua r d of soldie r s was fu r ni s hed to e scort 

families across the still hostile Indian t e rr i to r y . 8 

As i. miqra i o ir.c r e ased , i beca e eviden t 

th at this road was o s fficien to ca r ry the 

mul 1 e of waqo s n. o her raf~ · co ·ng i f r om 

9 

the e a s I 7 -l h e rr o r1 a e islature eeti ng 

in Kn o xv l e a ho r i z 0 : a r oa . fr o ou hwest 

Poi o .. 0 l o Bo k House ~ c1 r Ki. , s on o ashville . 

An 

l o ry , 

b .:1n a o n 

His ori 
Clark , 
vo ls . 
J . F 

E 

was a 0 o 0 .s ion by a 

h ' s r o ssf ra e e rs 

he 

h r oa : w s ~ a ye h f ollowi q 

e . o f · s 

7 

, k ow. as Wal on ' s Road 

e rican 
al t e r 

or h Ca rolina , 26 
05) , 24 : 913 ; Stan l e y 
h . . i chell , 

he ive rs i t y 
er , Te e ss ee , 
Histo r ica l Society 

Ar chive s , 
, "The Ec onomic 

e. nessee , " Ten e s s ee 
(Janua ry 922 l : 282 . 
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fo r Wil l iam Wa lto n , o n e of t h e Commissi o ne rs 

r esp o nsib l e for i ts construction , can b e see n today . 9 

Numerous paths , dating from the days of the 

bu f fa lo and the I ndian s s t ill criss- c r os s ed the a r ea . 

One b r a nch o f the old Saline Tra ce left the Cumberl and 

salt springs near Nashville and veered westward, 

entering Kentucky. A second branch proceeded north 

from Clarksville and entered Kentucky near Oak Grove. 

The two trails converged near present day Hopkinsville. 

Another trail beginning near Palmyra followed the 

ridge between the Cumberland River and the Little 

River through Cadiz, Kentucky, passing near the present 

site of Princeton, Kentucky. The road from Nashville .. 

to Clarksville that passed through the upper settlements 

along White's Creek probably followed another Indian 

trail.lo 

Agriculture dominated the economy of the 

developing county. Land was still plentiful and cheap. 

While about 50 percent or more of the land was still 

in the hands of speculators, good land could still 

9Hamer, Tennessee, 1:385-86; Gilbert Imlay, 
A Topographical Description of the Western Territory 
of North America, 3rd ed. (London: J. Debrett, 179 7) , 
p. 516; M'Elwee, "Old Road," pp. 351-52. 

lOwillard Rouse Jillson, Pioneer Kentucky 
(Frankfort: The State Journal Company, 1934), p. 59. 
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be purchased fo r $1 . 50 t o $5 . 00 pe r ac r e , dependinq 

on th e qua li ty of th e l a nd , th e number of improv e me n ts , 

a nd d istan c e s from t own. The most desira bl e l and 

l ay a long the c r eeks and rivers where timber and wate r 

were plentiful . Settlers , who could not afford to 

purchase the be tter l a nd , moved out into the back 

country. Others rented land on a sev en or e ight year 

l ea s e at e i ght to fiftee n bushels of corn or Ind i an 

wheat per acre. 

It was easy to find land to lease. Speculators, 

some holding several thousand acres, were eager to 
• 

attract tenants, as their presence induced others 

to settle on nearby land . The renter would clear 

and enclose about eight or nine acres, build a cabin, 

and provide his famil y with an adequate frontier 

lifestyle. In some cases this lease would increase 

the value of the land owner's property some 30 percent 

after the second year. This property would later 

be purchased by a new immigrant willing to pay the 

price for the convenience of having his land already 

cleared and a cabin built. Some large land owners 

allowed newcomers to settle rent free in return for 

clearing and improv ing the land. Many who began by 

renti ng land were able in time to purchas e land of 

the ir own. Yet there was a large group of land l e ss 



y ome n in th e county. About 37 percent of the men 

be tween the age s of t we nty - one and fifty owned no 

l and at a11 .l l 

Crops were limited main l y t o the production 

12 

of corn , t obac c o , cotton, and a littl e whea t. The 

liv estock was unimproved and ill cared for. The lu s h 

c a nebreaks, which in the early days provided cattle 

with both food and shelter from the harsh winters, 

were by now disappearing. Hogs and cattle ran loose 

on the open range foraging what pasture they could 

find. Registered marks of assorted crops, bits, forks, 

squares, and holes proved ownership.12 

During the early years of the settlement 

production was sufficient to meet only the needs of 

the local community. By 1800 more land had been cleared 

and production had increased. Now enough was raised 

to supply the local market, as well as create a surplus. 

llursula s. Beach and Ann E. Alley, eds., 
1798 Property Tax List and 1820 Census of Montgomery 
County, Tennessee (Clarksville: 1969), passim; Hamer, 
Tennessee 1:183-14; Reuben Gold Thwaites, ed., Travels 
West of the Alleghanies (Cleveland: The Arthur H. 
Clark Company, 1904), p. 279. 

12Arnow, Flowering, pp. 214, 226; Henry Adams, 
The United States in 1800 (Ithaca: Cornell University 
Press, 1955), pp. 12-13; Montgomery County, Tennessee, 
Court of Pleas and Quarter Sessions, Minutes 1:32, 
33, 38, 40, 48, 54, 67, 70, 75; Williams, Travels, 
p. 516; Abernethy, Frontier, p. 150. 
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Some of the la r ger l and owne r s a nd some of the mo r e 

ad ven t u r o us yo u t h float ed t heir prod uce to the ma rket 

at New Or l eans , but mo st of t he crop s wer e sold or 

bartered to the l oca l me rchants for needed impo r ts 

o r s e r v ices. Edwin Gibson advertised that he wo uld 

accept "first proof brandy and whiskey, salt, fur, 

iron, bacon, young heifers and sheep if delivered 

at my house within the season" in exchange for his 

horse service. The merchant shipped the produce to 

New Orleans where both the cargo and flatboat were 

sold. The crews returned home overland along the 

Natchez Trace. The merchant often traveled by ship 

from New Orleans to Philadelphia or Baltimore where 

he replenished the stock for his store.13 

The tools of the Montgomery County farmer 

were crude and clumsy. Mechanized farming equipment 

such as the threshing machine and plow of more modern 

design had been developed, but they were not to be 

found on the frontier. The sickle and flail had been 

unchanged since Biblical times. The hoe, a necessary 

13Abernethy, Frontier, p. 151; Paschall, Old 
Times (Nashville: For the author, 1869), p. 279; -
Thomas P. Abernathy, "The Early Development of Commerce 
and Banking in Tennessee," Mississippi Valley Historical 
Review, 14 (December 1927) :311, 316; Tennessee Gazette 
(Nashville), February 25, 1800; Hugh McClure to his 
wife, Susan, 10 May 1806, Drane Papers, Tennessee 
State Library and Archives, Nashville, Tennessee. 
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t ool for a ll f arm e rs , was of a simpl e design whi c h 

c o ul d be made in a l o c a l bl a cksmith ' s shop . Exce pt 

a mo ng the most progressive farmers , drainage, 

f e rtilization , and rotation of crops were not practi ced . 

They had never seemed ne c e ssary t o the ave r age farmer . 

The l a nd wa s rich and plentiful. When the land d i d 

we ar out, there was always more land on the next 

frontier. 14 

According to one traveler, few v arieties of 

vegetables were found in the area. Some, he commented, 

had not been introduced, and others did not thrive 

very well.ls Peas, beans, pumpkins, cymlins (white 

scalloped or pattypan squash), and watermelons were 

· often planted in the corn hills for easy cultivation. 

Cabbage, as well as Irish and sweet potatoes, were 

grown. Orchards supplied fruit for the table as well 

as the base for brandy. Joseph Mccorkle, who died 

in 1803, probably had the first nursery in Montgomery 

County. Listed among his other assets were ninety-five 

14Harriette Simpson Arnow, "The Pioneer Farmer 
and His Crops in the Cumberland Region," Tennessee 
Historical Quarterly, 19 (December 1960):292; Adams, 
The United States, p. 12; James Ross, Life and Times 
of Elder Reuben Ross (1882; reprint ed., Nashville: 
Alley and Beach, 1977), p. 181. 

lSwilliams, Travels, p. 516. 



appl e tr e es which were purchased in 1806 by Victor 

Harris for $15.66.16 

1 5 

One of the more progressive farmers, Morgan 

Brown, experimented with methods of planting Irish 

potatoes. Part of his crop was planted cut and part 

whole. Some potatoes were placed cut side up, and 

some cut side down. Even the seed bed was varied. 

Part was planted in a trench filled with fodder, while 

the rest was planted with cotton seed as a mulch. 

The trenches were then covered with an eight inch 

ridge of dirt. Unfortunately, young William Little 

Brown failed to record the results of the experiment. 17 

Although the bountiful supply of game found 

by the first settlers had, by 1800, been driven west 

by the encroaching civilization, the well watered 

valley of the Cumberland and Red Rivers continued 

to furnish some food free for the taking. The streams 

were stocked with fish. Wild turkey, partridges, 

squirrel, and other small game, although at times 

more difficult to locate, were still available. Nuts, 

wild grapes, persimmons, plums, and wild greens 

16Arnow, Flowering, pp. 238, 262; Abernethy, 
Frontier, p. 151; Ross, Life and Times, p. 178; 
Montgomery County, Tennessee, Wills and Records, A:301. 

17william Little Brown, Diary, March 18, 1806, 
Robertson Topp Papers, (microfilm ed.), Tennessee 
State Library and Archives, Nashville, Tennessee. 
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supplied additiona l food for the hou s e ho l d . Suqar 

maples furn i s hed one o f t h e few luxuries f o r the 

pionee r d i e t. Its s a p, boiled in large k e ttl e s, 

produced sugar for coffee, cakes, and other delicacies. 

Bees, attracted to hives near the house, produced 

honey for the table as well as for sweetening. Native 

herbs provided the medicinal needs of the sick.18 

The climate was well suited for farming, but 

often the rain did not fall at the right time. One 

observer commented that the country had too much water 

in the spring and winter and not enough in the summer 

and fall. And the fall of 1800 was no exception. 

The area was extremely dry. By October the county 

was in dire need of rain. The large creeks were low, 

causing many of the water mills to cease grinding. 

The horse mill, a familiar sight in the earlier days, 

had to be relied upon once again to grind the available 

corn and wheat. In August of the previous year (1799) 

a wind and rain storm had caused a great deal of damage 

to crops around Clarksville. When such adverse 

conditions caused crop failure, provisions were scarce 

and prices were higher than usual. Then there was 

l8Ibid., January 15, 1805, January 16, 1805, 
January 24, 1805, February 9, 1805, February 20, 1805; 
Abernethy, Frontier, pp. 149-50; Morse, Geography, 
p. 637; Ross, Life and Times, p. 182; Wills and Records, 
A:183, 188. 
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a lway s the fear that the spring swell would not come 

in time, threatening the first leg of the triangular 

trade route to restock supplies from the east.19 

While some items of clothing were brought 

in from the east, most of the c lothing worn by the 

inhabitants was still homespun. The earliest settlers 

had from necessity and conven ience adopted the dress 

of the Indian. Mocca si ns , l eggings, and fringed hunting 

shirts we r e made of available skins. Cloth was woven, 

cut, and sewn a t home. Shirts, pants, and even the 

socks and shoes were homemade.20 

However, evi d ence of grandeu r wa s seen in 

the county . Jo s eph Conrad ' s estate sale listed among 

assorted items of clothing , a pair of silk stockings 

which sold for $3.95 and a silk handkerchief for 

twenty-five cents. His silver spurs went at auction 

for $9. 00 . John Hill's inventory listed three fine 

shirts, two pair silk hose, one pair "ca ssimere" 

overalls, and one velvet overalls . 21 

19williams, Travels, p. 310 ; Valentine Sevier 
to Gen era l John Sevier, Clark s vi ll e , September 12, 
1799 , Draper Papers 11 DD 144; Andrew Jackson to Col. 
Francis Freston, April 25 , 1804 , Sotheby's Auction 
Catalog (New York : 31 October 1984) , Item #119. 

20Abernethy , Frontier , p. 148; Ross, Life 
and Times, pp . 185 - 86 . 

2lwi lls and Records A:3, 223. 
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By 1800 three major towns had deve loped along 

the Cumberland and Re d Ri vers --Clarksville , Port Ro ya l, 

a nd Palmyra . Established by the North Caro lina 

Le gisl a t u r e in 1785 , Cl a rks v ill e had by 1796 become 

a thri v i ng r ive r town o f about t hirty dwe llings , a 

c ourthouse , and a j a il . The fo ll owing ye a r the size 

of th e t own wa s en l arged by a dd ing f i fty - s ix new town 

lots . 22 I n Jun e 1797 Ma rt in Dick e n s on , pa ss ing 

through t he t own o n h i s way t o Na s hv il l e wi th a l oad 

o f iro n f r om Virgin i a , de scri bed the town as 

a ve ry t r if ling place . . They da nce 
nightly in this place whi c h i s mo r e t ha n 
migh t b expec e fro the s carc it y of 
provisions . . wher e e people g i ve a 
dollar per bushel for mea l and 1/ 6 pe r 
poun d fo r bare ( s·c ) aeon , they oug ht 
not o dance a all . 23 

Pa l myr , the second town i n Mon tqome r y Coun t y , 

was establishe in 1796 on he sou h ban k of the 

Cumber l and Rive r o n both si e s of Dea s o n ' s Creek . 

It was at t hat time the lowes se t lemen t on the 

Cumbe r land River . The tow n was laid ou t by Dr . Mo r gan 

Br ow n , who had jus t come with a g r oup f r om the Cheraw 

Di str ic t of South Ca r olina . Pr obab l y d ue to the 

22c1a rk , N . C. Sta t e Re c o r d s , 24 : 780 - 81 ; 
Unit ed Sta t e s Ga za t ee r ( Ph ilade l ph ia : S . & R. Bai l ey , 
179 5 ) , p . 64 ; Tenne ss ee Ac ts , 179 7 , Chapter XXI I . 

23 Ma rtin Dickenson , J our nal , p . 47 , Ten ne ssee 
State Li br a ry and Arc h i ve s , Nashv ille , Tenne ss e e . 
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influence of Dr. Br own, Pa l my r a wa s within a year 

of its e s tablishme nt de si gnated a Port of Entry , the 

f irst one in the west. All vessels, both foreign 

and domestic, coming up the river from Spanish-held 

New Orleans and Natchez were required to stop for 

an inspection. Any cargo not produced in the United 

States was subject to a duty. Dr. Brown was appointed 

collector. No doubt due to the small amount of 

business done by the Cumberland port, and perhaps 

encouraged by the inability of Dr. Brown to keep his 

accounts straight, the port was moved to Fort Massac 

on the Ohio in 1802.24 

In 1797 the Tennessee Legislature established 

the third town, Port Royal, at the confluence of Sulphur 

Fork Creek and Red River in the northeastern part 

of the county. The area, situated only a few miles 

upstream from the abandoned Renfroe settlement, had 

been settled in 1782 by two groups from the Spartanburg 

area of South Carolina under the leadership of William 

24Tennessee Acts, 1796, Chapter XXIV; Edythe 
Rucker Whitley, "Dr. Morgan Brown,'' The Montgomery 
County Genealogical Journal, 8 (December 1978) :33; 
United States Accounting Office, Records Relating 
to Palmyra, Port of Entry (microfilm ed.), Tennessee 
State Library and Archives, Nashville, Tennessee; 
Beach, Warioto, p. 68. Whitley incorrectly places 
Fort Massac at Cincinnati. According to contemporary 
maps, the fort was situated across the Ohio and 
downstream from Smithland, Kentucky. Modern maps 
designate the area as Fort Massac State Park. 
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and Robert Prince . As the influx of immigrants 

i n cre as ed , othe rs settled in the same area, constituti ng 

the earliest growth development in Montgomery County. 

It was near here that the first court met in 1789 

following the creation of Tennessee County.25 

While Montgomery County was growing and maturing, 

the houses of 1800 had not as yet reached the luxurious 

status of those left behind in the east. The one 

room and loft construction of the pioneer period was 

still in use. Measuring about twelve by sixteen feet, 

the houses were made of logs about one to two feet 

in diameter dressed down to about six inches, giving 

both the interior and exterior walls a flat surface. 

The space between the walls was chinked with clay 

and wood chips. 

The earlier floors of packed dirt had been 

replaced in some homes by puncheon floors made of 

split logs. Rock chimneys, usually constructed of 

the available limestone, replaced the stick and mud 

chimneys of earlier days. Windows had replaced the 

loopholes. A simple pitched roof was covered with 

hand split shingles held in place by weighted poles. 

As the family grew in number and their financial 

25Beach, Warioto, pp. 22-23; Tennessee Acts, 
1797, Chapter XX; Albert V. Goodpasture, "The Beginnings 
of Montgomery County," The American Historical Magazine, 
8 (July 1903):201. 



20 

and Robert Prince . As the inf l ux of immigrants 

increased , others sett l ed in the s ame area , c ons tituting 
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25Beach, Warioto, pp. 22-23; Tennessee Acts, 
1797, Chapter XX; Albert V. Goodpasture, "The Beginnings 
of Montgomery County," The American Historical Magazine, 
8 (Jul y 19 03) :2 01. 
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situation i mp rov e d , a large r home was built some si x 

to twe l ve f e et away from the first. The space between 

the two cabins was then roofed over and the dogtrot 

or breezeway construction appeared. In later years 

a porch was often added, either one or two stories 

in height. When sawmills came into use, the cabins 

were clapboarded. Many of these early pioneer homes 

eventually became the nucleus of more pretentious 

homes in Montgomery County.26 

While life on the frontier had been hard, 

time was still found for the more cultural pursuits. 

There were, as yet, no public schools to give the 

children even the most basic education. Private schools 

were established as soon as the families were financially 

able. Several families combined their funds to hire 

a teacher to educate their children, both boys and 

girls, in at least the basics of reading, writing, 

and arithmetic. William Little Brown and his cousins 

were more fortunate than the average Montgomery 

County student. His father secured the services of 

a Scotchman, Mr. Macklerath, who lived with the 

family. In a building set aside for a school, the 

boys and girls alike were taught "ancient language," 

26Abernethy, Frontier, pp. 146-48; Beach, 
Warioto, pp. 50-51; Phelan, History, pp. 24-25; 
Montgomery County, Tennessee, Deeds B:178. 
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history , ma th e matics , and the sciences . 27 

Fo r adva nced educati o n the stude nt wa s sent 

to a s c hoo l in a mo r e u r ban a r ea o r s e nt to study 

und er the tuto r age of a p r ofe ss iona l in the stude n t ' s 

cho s en f i e l d . Young William Br own had hoped to study 

law unde r Judge John Ove rton in Na shv ille . I n fact , 

hi s f a the r had at one point agreed to p e rmit h im to 

go . Howe ve r, a few da y s later the famil y decide d 

t o send young William to study with Major Howell Tatum, 

a former judge of the Superior Court of Law and Equity. 

Finally, after discussing the matter with Tatum, they 

were adv ised to keep their son at home for two more 

years. Later, William was sent to Kentucky to study 

in the home of Joseph H. Hawkins. His tuition was 

one hundred dollars a year for board and another 

hundred for "books and attention (to be) paid when 

studies are completed. 11 28 

Even the orphans left to the supervision of 

the Court were given sufficient education to insure 

their ability to earn a living. Six-year-old Patrick 

27Thwaites, Travels, p. 250; Williams, 
Travels, p. 517; Brown, Diary, January 22, February 12, 
February 18, 1805; Elizabeth L. Vance Topp, 
Reminiscenses, vol. 1, p. 123, Robertson Topp Papers. 
See Ross, Life and Times, pp. 192-96 for description 
of school life. 

28Brown, Diary , January 1 3 , 1805;· January 22, 
180 5; Ho l t , "Economic Be ginn i ngs", 8 :67 . 
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Mu rp hy , after the dea th of his father, was bound t o 

Hugh Mc Cl u r e , a Clarksv ille merchant, to be taught 

the "my ste r y of a merchant . " McClure, in return for 

Pa trick's labor, was required to t e ach Patrick to 

read and write and instruct him in arithmetic "as 

far as the rule of practice." McClur e would also 

be required to s uppl y his wa r d with fo od, clothing, 

lod g i ng and "wash ing . " At the age of t wenty -one, 

Patrick woul d be g i ven new cl othe s a nd one hund red 

dollars in cash or a hors e a nd s add le. He would then 

be e d ucate d suffi c ie n tl y to make h i s way in the world.29 

Pa tri ck ' s sister Marqaret wa s bound out to 

Th omas Kee f e to learn the art of beinq a s eamstre ss. 

Ke ef e wa s t o teach her to rea d and wr ite , and at the 

age of eigh teen her education would b~ comp lete . 

She wo ul d b e qive n a new "suit of c l o t he s." Wh i le 

her r eward at t he end of her term of servitude was 

not a s l ucrative a s that of her brother , she was as 

p r epared to face life as the ave r age woman i n the 

coun ty during that period . JO 

Whil e edu c a t ion wa s avai l ab l e , t h e n umber 

o f b ooks i n the county was s omewhat l i mi ted . Most 

of the b ooks f o und i n t he inven t o ries we re of a more 

29wi lls a nd Re c o r d s A: 30 . 

30 rbid., A:1 20 . 
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serious nature , relating primarily to law, religion, 

or education . Geographies , spelling books , dictionarie s, 

and arithmetic books dominated the li braries . Bible s, 

testaments , and sermon s we r e a ls o popu l a r . The estate 

of Robert Edmond s on included two Ac ts of th e Assembly 

and th e Cons ti t ution . In an attempt to b r ing mo re 

books in to the stat e , legisla ion was pas s ed in 180 9 

a ll owing any perso n t o sel book s Ten essee withou t 

a xes . 3 t a king out a lice se or ay ~ .y 

Pe r ha s or.e of he a r es li raries he 

county belonq 0 ·,<i. a Brown . He was a 

avid r ead r . J\ n l . ,_. ..., o r o: ~-.. l S · oo ks 'r h s e 

in as hvill l 0 l .. ;; : e : s .· Pf'. t_ e .. ·o u es . 

His sel io 0 00 s r .:i .. , ., • r o e a 0 al a e rial 

t o ic 10 
..., 
.) 

The 7 Co . s ti.; :. o :: 0 . r' . ss e w s r e or e 

scri y Tho s rs c r. as lft.h e s e rf ect 

an d mos r i a o. s .) .. or.s t·o s ." 33 

l 
. ..., 205 ; T :1esse C s , . - I - , I - I 

1809 , Ch r 

3 Brow I .ua y 05 . 

33J . G. enne ssee 

l y 

harles o : 
L. Laska , " A 
17 2- 1 7 _," 
John Tro woo 
The oluntee 

. 6 S ; ewi s 
H·sto ry of Tenne ss e e 

· ew 6 ( _ 9 6 ) : 5 8 2- 8 3 ; -~~-----:---:----,--=---=--F o s e r , Ten e ss ee : 

Th e S . J . Cl 
Alth ough thi 
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Under the new constitution , the right to vote was 

given to a ll free men twenty- one years of age , 

including free blacks . Wi th no property or re l igious 

qualifications attached to this priv i lege , and 

requiring a residen c y of on l y six months, it would 

seem a most democratic situation . Yet , in reality , 

the yeomen of Montgomery Co unty ha d l itt le vo ice in 

the electi on of their c oun t y off ici a ls . Their votes 

were cast only for the gove r no r , members of the General 

Assembly, and f o r U. S . Cong r e ssmen . 34 

Montgome r y Cou nt y gove r nme nt was cont r olled 

at the l o c a l l evel by the col o nial s y s tem o f militia 

compani e s . The coun y was ivided i nto e i ght militia 

compani e s c omposed of all men e ween the ag es of 

twe nty- o ne a nd forty - five . While the ili tiamen elec t ed 

their c ap t a ins , suba l ter s , and noncomm issione d office rs , 

that wa s t he l imit of their par icipa ion in local 

politics . Th e Gene r al Assembly appo i n t ed two Justice s 

of th e Peace for each militia compa y , e xc e pt the 

company which i ncl uded Cla r k sville . As th e county 

seat, it was all owed thr ee Ju s t i ce s. Th e se Justice s 

served for a t e r m of good behav i o r . 35 

34Tenne ss ee Co nsti tu t ion ( 1 796 ) , Article III , 
Section 1 . 

35Ibid . , Articl e VII , Section l ; Article V, 
Secti on 12. See Appendix 4 for list of Justices in 1806 . 
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The seventeen Justi c es of Mont gome r y County 

formed t he Co un t y Cour t . The y appoi n t e d the she r iff , 

co r oner, truste e, a nd suf fi cie nt constables for the 

c oun t y , a ll o f whom held office for two years. The 

Register and Ranger, also appointed by the Justices, 

held office d uring good behavior. The Court issued 

licenses to keep tav erns and to operate ferries, and 

made other appointments such as Patrollers and Tobacco 

Inspe ctors. It was the Court that set the tax rate 

for the county, within the range allowed by law. 

Either directly or indirectly the Justices, through 

the County Court, d irected or controlled local 

gov ernment. 36 

Seeds of the Presbyterian, Baptist, and 

Methodist denomina tions were all planted in Montgomery 

County by 1800. Brought across the mountains by the 

Scotch Irish settlers from Penns y lvania, Maryland, 

Virginia, and the Carolinas, the Presbyterian Church 

was f irmly established in Te nnessee b y the time of 

statehood. Twenty-sev en churches, mostly in the eastern 

part of the state, stretched from East Tennessee to 

the settlements along the Cumberland. Thomas Craighead 

had arrived in Nashville in 1785 and about the same 

time William McGee began preaching in the Gallatin 

36Ibid ., Article VI, Section l; Minutes 1:36, 
7 0 , 83 , 126, 1 39 . 



area . 37 Wh i l e c r ed it f o r he e stab l ishme nt of s ome 

of h e ea rli e st schoo l s i n t h e a r ea mu s t be g ive n 

t o th e Pr e sbyt e rians , their educated ministers , 

accord ing to a contemporary Methodist , lacked the 

missionary zeal that appea l ed to the backwood sme n 

27 

of the fr onti e r . John Carr of Sumne r Co unty des c ribed 

Cra i ghead as " . . . a man of lea r ning . His a dd r e ss 

wa s beautiful; but his preachin g was lifeless and 

without power--a dull formal af f air." William McGee, 

Carr continued, " . .. was a good man, but he preached 

to a cold, dead people with few exceptions. 11 38 

The churches along the Cumberland were under 

the jurisdiction of the Transylvania Presbytery which 

included a portion of Kentucky . There were evidently 

no ministers available in the immediate area of 

Montgomery County, for in October 1801 Mr. James 

McGready was appointed to supply one sabbath in the 

neighborhood of Clarksville.39 By 1803 at least 

37Herman A. Norton, Religion in Tennessee 
1777-1945 (Knoxville: The University of Tennessee 
Press, 1981), pp. 8-9. 

38John Carr, Early Times in Middle Tennessee 
(Nashville: E. Stevenson and F. A. Owen, 1857; reprint 
e d ., Nashville: The Parthenon Press, 1958), p. 34. 

39The Rev. James Smith, History of the Christian 
Church from its Origin to the Present Time (Nashville: 
Cumb e rland Pre sbyterian Office, 1835)·, p. 594; William 
Wa rren Sweet, Religion on the American Frontier 17 83 -
1840 , vol. 2: The Presbyterians (Chicago: Unive rsity 
o f Chicago Pre ss, 1 936 ) , pp. 1 29, 1 87. 
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t hr ee c ongregations were establ is hed wi t hin the county. 

Co l onel Henry Cl ark rep r e s e nt ed the uni t ed congrega t ions 

of Sp r ing Cree k, McAd ow, and Clarksville at the firs t 

mee ting of the Cumberland Presbytery in April of that 

yea r . A petition was presented from the three churches 

requesting ministers be supplied, and also asking 

for the administration of the Lord's Supper. By October 

James Berry certified that these churches were strong 

enough to support a full time minister.40 

Historians contend that the failure of the 

Presbyterian church to develop on the frontier with 

the same force as her sister denominations was due 

to the conflicts within the church. Among the issues 

in dispute were the auestions of revivals and ministerial 

education. The disagreement led eventually to the 

establishment of an Independent Cumberland Presbyterian 

Church. In 1806 the strife-torn Cumberland Presbytery 

was dissolved and the area re-annexed to the Transylvania 

Presbytery. Insurgent members of the church, opposing 

an educated ministry and favoring highly emotional 

revivals, formed themselves into a Council and continued 

the work. After attempts at reconciliation failed, 

Samuel McAdow, Finis Ewing, and Samuel King in 1810 

40sweet, Presbyterians, pp. 284, 286. 
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formed the Cumber l and Pre s byt erian Church . 41 

The first Baptist chu r ch i n Mi dd l e Te nne s see 

was constitut ed in 1 78 6 on the Sulphur Fork of Red 

Ri ve r b y John Grammer, who serv e d as the pastor for 

o n l y a short time before leaving the area. The 

congregation was soon dissolved, probably due to Indian 

hostilities. No record has been found to identify 

the members of this congregation.42 

In the summer of 1791, with the assistance 

of Elder Ambrose Dudley and John Taylor from Kentucky, 

a second Baptist church was constituted near the mouth 
• 

of Sulphur Fork of Red Ri ver. Later known as Red 

River Baptist Church, the new church was "alone in 

the wilderness." There was no other Baptist Church 

within one hundred miles until 1794 when a second 

Baptist church was formed at White's Creek about six 

miles north of Nashville. The following year, in 

1795, Joseph Dorris brought his church from North 

41Ibid., pp. 282-8 3 ; B. W. McDonnald , History 
of the Cumberland Presbyterian Church (Na shville: 
Board of Publication of the Cumberland Presbyterian 
Church, 1888), pp. 20-81. 

42David Benedict, A General History of the 
Baptist Denomination in America and Other Parts of 
the World (Boston: Lincoln and Edmonds for the Author, 
1813), pp. 218-19; Norton, Religion, p. 10; J. H. 
Grime, History of Middle Tennessee Baptist (Nashville: 
Baptist and Reflector, 1902), p. 6. 
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Carolina to the head of Sulphur Fork (now in 

Roberts o n County ) .43 

At the first meeting the congregation of the 

Red River Church unanimously chose "our Beloved Brother 

Richard Thomas" and gave him a written license to 

"exercise his gift and preach." Little is known about 

Thomas; however, the typical Baptist minister of the 

early frontier came from the ranks of his congregation 

and his community. He was a farmer who worked during 

the week and preached on Sunday. As he understood 

the habits and manners of his fellow members, he was 

an effective preacher. He wa s u s ually without much 

education. Howe ve r, this d i d no t s e e m to bother either 

the man or his aud ience . Hi s manne r o f deli v ery was 

more extempora neous th a n f r om a written text. Sermon 

material came mor e fr om expe ri en c e than from formal 

education. As with many youn g men f rom frontier families, 

he had little opportunity to a cquir e an education; 

the Baptists o f e a rli e r t ime s had a d e e p prejudice 

against educated and s a l a ri ed preache rs. This 

43 11 Minutes of Red Ri v er Baptist Church," 
July 25, 1791, W.P.A. t ypescript, Tennessee State 
Library and Archives, Nashv ille , Te nnessee; William 
Warren Sweet, Religion on the American Frontier, 
vol. 1: The Baptist, 1 78 3- 1830 (New York: Henry Holt 
and Company, 19 31), pp. 22, 28 ; Bened ict, History, 
pp. 219-20; Norton, Religion, p. 1 0 . 
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suspicious attitude toward educated c l ergy grew from 

their association with the Church of Eng l and in Vi rg i nia 

where the Baptists were taxed to support what they 

consi dered an "irreligious and vicious" clergy . 44 

The preacher wa s "ra ised up " in the local 

church . When the "brother" felt he had been called 

to preach , he ma de it known t o the church . If, after 

hearing a trial sermon , the church app r oved of his 

"gift, " he wa s l icensed to preach in a smal l 

t e rritor y--us ua l ly the local church . After fur ther 

tri a l he was app r oved to preach within the associat ion . 

Howe ver , if on further trial his "gif " did not imp rove 

with the additional e x e r ie e , he was en coura~ed 

to end his preaching . 45 

Like Brother Gramme r before him , ·Thomas remained 

as pastor for only a few months . On ovembe r 26 , 

1791 , only four months after the fou d ing of the church , 

he requ e sted and was issued letters of d ismissal from 

th e church. No mentio is fo d of him in the minu tes 

of the church until January 25 , 794 , when Brother 

R. Thomas was chosen moderator of the meeting . 46 

44 11 Red River Minutes ," July 27 , 1791 ; Norton , 
Religions, p. 12; Sweet , The Baptis t , p . 36 . 

45sweet , The Baptist , p . 39 . 

46 11 Red River Minutes , " November 26 , 1791; 
January 25 , 1794 . 
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The membership met at the homes of members 

until 1793 when a church building was built near 

Prince's Spring near the present site of Port Royal. 

The church continued to meet at Prince's Meeting House 

until about 1802 when the congregation moved to Fort's 

Meeting House at the head of Tollinson's Spring in 

Robertson County. The church later moved into Adams 

Station (now Adams) where it remains active almost 

two hundred years after it was constituted.47 

Methodist ministry arrived in the Cumberland 

and Red River settlements about the same time as the 

Baptist. There were sufficient numbers of Methodist 

and potential Methodist among the settlers by 1796 

for ministers to be assigned to the Kentucky circuit, 

which included at that time the area now encompassed 

in northern Middle Tennessee. Rev. James Haw was 

appointed Elder, while Rev. Benjamin Ogden served 

as the circuit preacher. The Methodist minister, 

armed with a Bible, a hymn book, and a copy of 

John Wesley's sermons, was assigned to a route or 

circuit along which he preached. This system of 

circuit riders serving a series of classes or small 

congregations proved effective for the scattered 

47rrene Morrison Griffey, "Minutes of Red 
River Baptist Church," The Montgomery County 
Genealogical Journal 9 (September 1979) :5. 
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backwoods ga th e ring . In spite of the large territory 

and small population , the pastors were a bl e to r eport 

at the end of the first year ninety white members 

on their c i rcuit.4 8 

With the increasing population the Kentucky 

circuit was divided in 1787, thus creating the Cumberland 

Circuit which included the settlements north of the 

Cumberland River from newly established Clarksville 

to beyond present day Gallatin, as well as Logan, 

Warren, and Simpson Counties in Kentucky. Haw and 

Ogden were retained as elder and pastor. By the end 

of the second year there were fifty-nine white members 

and four colored members within the Cumberland area.49 

By 1791 there were within the bounds of Montgomery 

County at least four, and perhaps more, Methodist 

classes or congregations. Rev. Barnabas McHenry, 

who traveled the Cumberland Circuit, later recalled 

the congregations in Clarksville, at Prince's Chapel 

near the mouth of Red River and "one in between." 

48cullen T. Carter, History of the Tennessee 
Conference (Nashville: The Parthenon Press, 1948), 
p. 26; John B. McFerrin, History of Methodism in 
Tennessee, 3 vols. (Nashville: Publishing House of 
the M. E. Church South, 1888) 1:26, 36, 37. 

49carter, History, p. 27; McFerrin, 
Methodism, 1: 3 7. 
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In addi tion he r emembered "one or two preaching places " 

up Sulphur Fork Creek.SO 

As the frontier advanced s o did Me t hodism . 

By 1797 a church wa s e s tab l i shed i n t he southe r n part 

of the coun t y in what is now Stewa rt County . The 

McKend r e e Methodist Church located near present day 

Cumberl and City began as McKendree Camp Ground and 

retained that identity until about 1812. When a new 

building was built the name was changed to McKendree 

Church. Tradition states the circuit riders who served 

the church were so busy they usually got to McKendree 

on a weekday.51 

According to Peter Cartwright, a Methodist 

minister from Logan County, Kentucky, 

The Methodist in that day dressed plain; 
attended their meetings faithfully, 
especially preaching, and class meetings; 
they wore no jewelry, no ruffles; they 
would frequently walk three or four 
miles to class meetings and home again, 
on Sunday; they would go thirty or 
forty miles to their quarterly meetings, 
and think it a glorious privilege to 
meet their presiding elder, and the rest 
of the preachers .... Parents did not 
allow their children to go to balls or 
plays; they did not send them to dancing
schools; they generally fasted once a 

SOMcFerrin, Methodism, pp. 79-80. 

Slcullen T. Carter, ed., History of Methodist 
Churches and Institutions in Tennessee, 1787-1956 
(Nashville: The P~rthenon Press, 1956), p. 20. 



we ek, and almost universally on the 
Fri day before each quarterly meeting . 52 

35 

In spite of the early efforts of t he three 

denominations, an a tt i t ud e of i n d ifferenc e d omina t ed 

the religious li f e of the population. Many f amili e s 

had b r ought the Bible with them to their new home 

but their purpose in coming to the Cumberland region 

was not religiously motivated. Warfare and the 

struggle to survive in the wilderness had, from 

necessity, taken a dominant place in their lives. 

Even with the easing of the Indian problems, their 

attitude toward religion did not change. Church 

membership had not grown proportionally with the great 

influx of new settlers. In fact, it had shown a 

downward trend through 1798. The baser element of 

society, often fugitives from justice seeking 

anonymity, congregated in the frontier settlements. 

Their drunken rowdiness and disrespect for religion 

or cultural pursuits only added to the demoralizing 

influences.SJ 

52peter Cartwright, Autobiography (1856; 
reprint ed., Nashville: Abingdon Press, 1956), p. 61. 

53Rev. Arthur Howard Noll, History of 
the Church in the Diocese of Tennessee (New York: 
James Pott and Co., 1900), pp. 23-25; Norton, Religion, 
pp. 16, 18; Hale and Merritt, A History 1:22; Rev. 
Robert Davidson, History of the Presbyterian Church 
in the State of Kentucky (New York: Robert Carter, 
1847), pp. 99-100. 



The situat i on wa s so bad t hat Bi s hop As bury 

wr ot e i n 1797 , 

Lorenzo 

I am of opi n ion it is as hard , or 
ha r der , fo r the pe ople of th e west 
to gain r e l igion a s an y othe r . When 
I cons ide r whe r e t he y c ame f r om , 
where they are , and how they a r e 
c a ll ed to go fu r the r , their being 
un s e t tled , with so many objects to take 
t heir attention , with good health and 
good ai r to enjoy , and when I reflec t 
tha t not one in a hundred came here to 
get r eligion , but rather to get plenty 
of good lan d , I think it will be well 
if s ome or many do not eventua lly lose 
their souls . 54 

Dow , a col o r fu . e 0 -is minis e r , was not 

36 

quite a s chari ab l e his s a e. r. of the situation . 

Tenn esse was , ac c o r 1n 0 ow , a II s i k of i iquity , 

a Black Pit of irrel· ious . II 5 -

But th si a io. ~ou ~o a ways re ai 

so bleak . Th e r a .; e of re · \" a · s was in 8 0 0 

beginnin 0 SW e h or. r, . w ch rches would 

be formed , m mb rshi wo 1 1 erase , social reforms 

woul b e ac e o r e e 

of the state . 

One po ular his or1 

Tenness ee in 18 00 looke' 

54williams , Travels , 

e r el · ious co sciousness 

o sere hat Middle 

305 . 

55Norton , Rel a·on , _ 8 . See Ross , Life 
and Times , Chapter XXV , "Lorenzo Dow , " pp . 248 - 256 . 



. l i k e a d r e am of democracy come 
true--no h a tre d, religious or o therwise, 
nobody hung ry, nobody wanti ng a job, 
c heap land and high wages that made for 
a flui d society, few symptoms of social 
decay, or taking Michaux ' s word, the 
Cumberlander lived 'happy and in 
plenty. •56 

3 7 

Montgomery County had emerged from the subsistence 

status of a frontier economy and was entering a phase 

of basic industrialization . 

56Arnow, Flowering, p. 11 0 . 



CHAPTER II 

COMMERCIAL AGRICULTURE AND EARLY INDUSTRY 

By 1810 Montgomery County had mov ed from a 

simple commercial agricultural economy into an economy 

supported in part b y the prod uction of finished goods 

for market. Fed with capital fr om New Orleans and 

Nashville and encouraged b y th e turbul e nt political 

climate in Europe, the i ndustrialization of the county 

progress ed rapid l y . Co r n , c o tton , and to some extent 

tobacco, ha d reached a l evel of p r oducti on far abov e 

that of subsist e nc e . Mi lls, d ri v en by un limited water 

power, produced me a l and fl o ur fo r marke t, while home 

industri e s p roce ss ed hams, bacon , l a r d , t a llow, and 

soap, as well as ya r d s of c o t ton c l o t h . South of 

the Cumberland , furn ace s and fo r ge s t u r n e d out bar 

iron and c a sti ng s fo r t he New Orl ean s ma rk e t. The 

variety of related busin e ss e s wh i ch s p r a ng up in support 

and the influx of n ew s e ttl e rs i n t o the area, contributed 

even further to the increa si ng we a lth of the county. 

The prosperit y of th e c oun t y continued at 

a great pace when the f a rmers began to produce more 

38 
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than was needed for loca l consumption. With t h e s a l e 

of their surplus , the Montgomery County farmers obtained 

the means of acquiring a higher standard of living . 

They not only could expand and upgrade their farming 

operation, but they also could afford to purchase 

the services of others. As a result, non-agricultural 

occupations began to flourish within the county. 

An academy was established and teachers were hired 

to educate the children beyond a basic education; 

doctors, lawyers, and printers came to the county 

to practice their trade. Soon masons and skilled 

carpenters were in demand as log construction gave 

way to more pretentious buildings. 

The increased need for a means of transportation 

of produce to market caused the restless young yeoman 

to give up farming for the adventurous life of a boatman. 

Increased transportation, in turn, gave rise to the 

need for inns along the trade routes. 1 As a result 

of the increased buying power of the community, a 

variety of businesses were opened offering a wide 

assortment of goods and services to the local market. 

Consequently, there began to emerge a merchant class, 

lpernand Braudel, The Wheels of Commerce: 
Civilization and Commerce, 15th-18th Century, trans. 
Sion Reynolds (New York: Harper and Row, 1982), 
p. 349. 
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not on l y fina ncially successful, but carry ing a great 

dea l o f politica l clout. 

In 181 0 Montgomery County had a population 

o f 8,015, an i n crea se of 1 76.7 percent since 1 8 00. 

As thre e new counti e s--Dick son, Stewart, and Humphre y s-

were created from the western p o rti on of Mont gomer y 

within thes e t en y e a rs, th e rate o f i n c rea se a ppears 

more d y n amic. Of the s e i nhabitants 32 . 8 per c e nt were 

slaves, c ompa r ed t o a r a ti o of 28 . 3 pe r cent i n 1 800 . 

While the whit e popul a t ion had i ncreased 176 . 7 pe rcent 

d uring th e de c ade , the s lave population increa s ed 

220 . 2 pe rcent . 2 

The presence of a large slave population within 

the c o unty was due primarily to the cultivation of 

t wo crops-- cotton and tobacco --qoth requiring a g r eat 

dea l o f l abor . The early settlers had come from 

Vi r g ini a , North Carolina , and South Carolina . They 

had g rown t h ese crops in their former homes and had 

bro ugh t t heir farming practices with them . At fir s t 

toba cco was grown in small patches for domestic u s e . 

Howeve r, as more land was cleared and the Mi ssissi ppi 

Ri ve r opened for trade , the production of tobacco 

increa s ed . 

2J. B. Ki l lebrew , I nt r oduction to t h e Reso u rces 
of Tenne ss ee (Nas hvi l le : Tave l, Ea stman a nd Howell, 
187 4 ), p. 40 6; Hays, "S che dule ," p . 106 . See Appendi x 1 
for popul a ti o n schedule s . 
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North Carolina had seen early the possibilities 

f o r the crop in this area. In 1789 the Legislature of 

that state established Clarksville as an inspection 

point for tobacco. The first inspection point in the 

Cumberland Settlements had been established four years 

earlier at Nashville. Designed to "encourage commerce, 

promote industry and be ad v antageous to tobacco planters 

and others in the county," the act provi d e d that warehouses 

be built for the reception a nd storag e of tobacco. All 

tobacco brought to the warehouse for export was examined 

to determine that it was "so u nd , well cond itioned , 

merchantable, a nd fr ee o f t r ash " a nd th a t it was properly 

packed in casks or ho g shead s wi thi n t h e sizes prescribed . 
by law. The t o bacco was a ls o s to r ed i n th e warehouse 

for "safekeep i ng" unt i l i t c ou l d be shipped to New 

Orleans. Two inspe cto rs we r e appoi n t ed t o oversee 

the process. By 17 99 a s e c ond in s pection point had 

been established at Port Roya l and by 1 80 6 a third 

point was esta blished i n Pa l my r a . Mo ntgome ry County 

was on the way to b e comi ng the home o f the 

internationall y famous Cl a rks v ille Tobacco. 3 

3Lewis Cecil Gr ay , His t ory of Agriculture 
in the Southern United Sta tes to 1 8 6 0 , 2 vols. 
(Washington: The Carneg ie I nst i tute of Wa shington, 
1933), 2:754-55; Beach, Wa rioto, p. 117; Goodpasture, 
"Beginnings," p. 198; Clark, N. C. State Records, 
24:770-77; Ibid . 2 5: 44 -45; Te nnessee Acts, 1799, 
Chapter LXV; Minutes 1: 1 26. 
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The product i on of co t ton , l ik e tobacco , b e ga n 

with the fi r s t settlers a nd was r a is ed in small pa tches 

fo r dome s t ic use . With the inventi on o f the cotton 

g in by Eli Whitney in 1 793 , the p r oducti on of c ot t o n 

on a commerc i a l basis became fe a sible. Deseeding 

the upl a nd cotton qrown in Middle Tennessee had 

p rev i o usl y required one day of laborious hand work 

t o clean about a pound of cotton. Years later, James 

Ross told his children how, 

At night, during the winter months, after 
a large fire had been made and the hearth 
s~ept, your grandmother would put a little 
parcel of this cotton down before it for 
each one of us to pick before going to 
bed. In each one of these was enough 
to keep us busy an hour or so. It was 
placed thus before the fire, because when 
heated, the seeds could be taken out much 
more easily. After grumbling a good 
deal about the size of our respective piles, 
and getting her to take some from one and 
put it on another to equalize them, we 
went to work, plying our fingers nimbly 
till our tasks were done.4 

By 1802 cotton had become one of the main 

crops along the Cumberland. F. A. Michaux observed 

that the inhabitants devoted most of their efforts 

to the crop, raising only a little more corn and tobacco 

than they needed for their own use. He optimistically 

reported that a man raising cotton alone could 

cultiv ate eight or nine acres, but would need assistance 

4Ross, Life and Times, p. 183. 
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at harvest time. A family of four or five, he 

estimated, could cultivate four acres easily, in addition 

to the grain needed for their substance. With the 

projection of a moderate cotton harvest of three hundred 

and fifty pounds per acre, a total harvest of fourteen 

hundred pounds could be expected. According to his 

calculations, at a conservative price of 18¢ per pound, 

the crop would yield a lucrative profit of $212 after 

deducting $40 expenses. Th e same number of acres 

planted in Indian wheat or corn wou l d yie ld, he 

contended, less than one-fourth that amount .5 

With the financial success of the cotton market 

came an expansion of service s an d related industries. 

The need for equipment , the d evelopment of a competitive 

market, and a convenient tr a nsportation system brought 

about a new class of men who no longer depended entirely 

on an agricultural economy for their livelihood. 

In 1803 the Tennessee Legislature purcha sed 

the patent for the cotton gin from Eli Whitney and 

Phineas Miller and agreed to collect a tax of 37 1/2¢ 

for each saw for four years . Payment was to be made 

annually to the two men . Following the purchase of 

the patent, gins began to spri ng up in the county. 

SThwaite, Trave ls, pp. 277 - 78 . 
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The County Court was authorized to issue licenses 

fo r the erection of the gins and presses with a bond 

o f $5,000 required by the owner to guarantee that 

only first quality cotton was packed. Previously, 

the Legislature had required a bond of only $1,000. 

In October 1802, Henry Rugland and Benjamin Weakley 

posted bonds for the erection of the first gins in 

Montgomery County. By 18 04 five gins were in operation. 

In the spring of 1805 about two hundred bales of cotton, 

along with fifty yards of manufactured cotton, were 

shipped from Montgomery County to New Orl eans.6 

The cotton industry continued to expand . 

Taking advantage of the need for a local source of 

cotton machinery, Robert Atkins advertised in April 

1806, that he 

. has erected a shop for cotton 
machinery in the county of Montgomery 
near Clarksville--He wishes to inform 
his customers that he expects to do 
business preferable to any that has 
been heretofore; his customers may 

6Tennessee Acts, 1803, Chapter XXIII ; Wills 
and Records, A:163; Ten nessee , Secretary of State, 
"List of Cotton Gins for the Years 1804, 1805, 1806, 
1807," Record Group 30, Tennessee State Library and 
Archives, Nashville, Tennessee; United States Records 
of the Bureau of Customs, Port of New Orleans, Cargo 
Manifests for Flatboats and Barges, 1805-1807 (private 
microfilm, ed.) Leland R. Johnson, Nashville, Tennessee; 
"Flatboats in the Mississippi" ( typescript, 1940), 
Louisiana State Universtiy, Baton Rouge, Louisiana, 
passim. See Appendix 3 for list of cotton gin owners; 
Appendix 5 for summary of shipments from Montgomery 
County for 1805-1807. 
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be s uppli ed by giv ing s hort notice , 
at three do ll a rs pe r s aw, a ll i n 
complete orde r for picking , as he 
in te nd s carrying on the busi ne ss 
ve r y extensively. 7 

By 1807 the number o f gin s i n t he county had increased 

to fourteen and 819 bale s of c otton were export ed 

from th e wharve s o f Montgome r y County . Cotton wa s 

by th i s t i me a n import a nt e xport of the county . 8 

Ve ry f ew produc e rs of cotton shipped thei r 

own crop to ma r ket ; only a wealthy plate r could afford 

to wait seve r a l months fo r his mo e y . . os cotton 

was s o l d to a local merchan who wa s of e n he gin 

operator , war e house ow e r , s ho. kee e r , o r e ven the 

commercial boatman . Th e l a e r r ece e hi s cash 

immed iat e ly or mor e o e n 

Sometime s th e cro was c o s ine 

i eeded s upp lies . 

o a o i ssion 

merchant who paid he 

expected selling ric e 

an e r a ou o .e - ha lf of he 

ew Or e s . -J hen sold , 

t he commission me rcha n wo u UC 11 charges and 

return th e proceeds o e a e r . 

By 18 05 and o o ea r 1e r , , c Clure and 

7rmparti al Re posito ry 
(Nas hvi l le) , Satur 

8Te nn e ss ee , Se creta r y of Sta e , "List of 
Co t to n Gin s " ; Cargo Manifes ts , 1 0 5- 807 , pa s sim ; 
"Fla t boat s," passim . 

9Abernethy , "Commerce ad Banking , " pp . 316 - 17 ; 
Thwait e s , Travel s, p . 252 . 
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Elde r, local merchants, were shipping cotton and candles 

to Fenner and Henderson in New Orleans . In February 

1806, McClure left Clarksville with a shipment 

c ontaining seventy-seven bales of cotton and one 

hogshead of tobacco desti ned for New Orleans . Three 

men accompani ed him on the trip : Thomas H. Onea l, 

Master of th e flatboa t Polly Price , and John Keatler 

and Thomas Mccarrell , han d s . They a rr ived i n Na tchez 

on March 26 and wer e gi ve n pe r missi o t o proc eed to 

New Orl ean s . Th ey r ea ched the ir de s t ina t ion o n 

April 5 , after a two mo nt h ourney . 10 

When his bu sin e ss wa s s e l ed McCl r e le ft ew 

Orleans a boa r d a sh ip bo n o r Ph · 1ade l . hi a wi t h $800 

in speci e and th e an t ic i pa i o n o s e ring a r em ium 

of 2 1 / 2 perce nt . Af er a we n y- o e da y r ip , he 

wrot e h i s wi fe on a y 20 ha he wa s be inq o 

" l ay off our good s . II He l a e 0 ea ·e he e xt 

wee k for hom e 1n th e c om any of ~ r . Ea sti a n , r . 

An de rs o n fr om a shv · 11 e a r . A. :~: . Tr r om Ga lla tin , 

who wer e also in Phil adel hia o . busi e ss . The trip 

across th e mount a ins 0 Pit s bu r h , own he Ohio and 

up th e Cumberland wo ul d be a l on ha r one . He d id 

not anticipate arri v ing home ti l s o e time in July . 11 

l 0cargo Manife sts, 180 5- 07 . 

llHugh McClure to Susan , hi s wife , May 10 , 
1806 , Philadelphia . Dr ane Pa per s. 
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Efforts we re made to offer the farmers of 

the area alternati ves to the New Orleans market. 

Some cotton was sent overland to Kentucky to supply 

the families there the material needed to manufacture 

items for their domestic needs.12 Some shipments 

were poled up the Ohio to Pittsburgh where the cotton 

was sent to the back country of Penns ylvania. Isaac 

Moore advertised in March 1811 that he "will freight 

cotton &c to Pittsburgh from this place [Nashville] 

at $4 per hundred and qive a credit of six months 

after articles are del i ve r ed at Pittsburqh. 11 13 

Peter Hubbard , a resi de nt of Montqome r y County 

and agent for General James Winche ster , wr ote the 

qeneral in October of 18 06, 

Please writ e to me by the first mai l 
what you wi ll qive for cotton that I 
may know what t o allow for that I 
purchas e . I am well informed that 
McClure & Elder in Clarksvi lle are 
qiving $18 only for bailed cotton , 
but if you can qive more I wil l al l ow 
more for what is due me . 14 

Winchester replied he would pay the cash price in 

Nashville. A competitive local market had developed. 

12Thwaites, Travels, p. 252 . 

13oemocratic Cla ri on and Tennessee Gazette, 
(Nashville), March 1, 1811. 

14peter Hubbard to James Winche ster, Montqomery 
County, October 19, 1806~ James Winc~e ster Papers, 
Tennessee Historical Society Collecti on , Tennessee 
State Library and Archives. 



Corn, the staple crop of the frontier 

settlements, was in short supply for the first few 

years. Barely enough was raised to meet the needs 
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of the local market. Howeve r, as settlements developed 

and more land was cl eared, enough corn wa s raised 

to supply not only the need s of th e l oca l population, 

but the needs of the large number of new s ett lers 

moving daily into the area . Each family had a patch 

of corn which p r ovided food for both the family and 

the live stock. Before mills were e stabli shed the 

dried cor n wa s ground by hand o r by a hor s e d ri ven 

mill. 

bread. 

The crushed qrain was used to make mush or 

The qreen ears were boiled or r oas t ed . The 

fodder or leaves were striped from the stalk , dried , 

and ti ed in bundles as rouqhaqe for cat tle . Dried 

corn was sold in sma ll amounts to travelers for horse 

food . Money was in short suppl y and often co rn served 

as a medium of exchange . On one occasion a bu shel 

of corn was paid to a shoemaker for s ewi nq a pair 

of sho e s.1 5 Later on wheat and other grains , scarce 

in the ea rl y settlements, began to be produced in 

si gn ifican t amounts. 

15Holt, "Economic Beqinnings ," 8 (Ap ril 1824): 
24-25; Brown, Diary, Februar y 6 , 1805 ; Abernethy , 
Frontier, pp. 15 0- 151 . 
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Soon mills began to spring up along the creeks 

and rivers where the power wa s sufficient to turn 

the mill. Strategi call y s pa c ed abou t the county , 

these mills offered an oppo rtunity fo r the owners 

to extend their financial opportu ities , as we ll as 

contributing to the s e lf- e ffici e nc y o f the rapidly 

increa sing population . Th e cony ' s a s ye t nexploited 

resource of water powe r was ~o r e han s : f · cier. t o 

r epl ace the mortar and ho r se~ill o : he ea r ie r day s . 

Water mills woul o t onl y offe r h loca a rk e 

th e c onv e ni e nc e of eas i ly ro n . 0 

the exc e ss r od uc i o 0 rc:ii:: ro 

f l our woul d pr ov i e a c:i rk 

1805 Putof f a n Bar horn u s 3 

a , as ,... a nd 1 00 ba rr e l s of co r 

of bacon , o rk , an 1 ' "r o .:i r . 

Th e f a ll owin g yea r 0 r \, s 

Pe rmiss io 0 e 

the coun y co u r , a es n 

clout of th e mill o w r s . I. 0 

owners we re Jus ice s 0 h 0 ' r ' 

in modern time s \ 0 e o. s ere 

inter e sts . In 7 6 , th e s a e yea r 

16cargo anifests , 180 5- 0 . 
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Justi ce by the Leqislature, Morgan Brown was authorized 

to establish a floating mill on either side of the 

Cumberland River at Palmyra. An acre on each side 

of the river was condemned for the mill. By June 

1797 the mill was in operation. Althouqh there were 

other mills of this type in operation alonq the river, 

one traveler considered it a "very great curiossity 

(sic)." The mill was 

built on two flat bottom boats 
& was movable on the water and the 
space between the 2 boats there was a 
large wheel like the flutter wheel of 
a saw mill which the current of the 
water it floated upon turned and from 
that they made the work which they say 
will grind 100 bushels in 24 hours 
when the river is in qood ord er.17 

Also appointed to the court in 1796, Hayden 

Wells established a mill on McAdoo Creek, Joseph 

Woolfolk had a mill on Sulphur Fork of Red River at 

Port Royal, and Charles Stewart established a mill 

on West Fork Creek in the northern part of the county. 

Appointed Justice in 1799 Stewart had also represented 

Montgomery County in the House in the 1801-1803 session 

of the General Assembly. Durinq the same term, his 

half brother, Duncan Stewart, represented the county 

in the Senate. Charles McGehee operated a mill in 

17A. w. Putnam, History of Middle Tennessee 
(1856; reprint ed. Knoxville: The University of 
Tennessee Press, 1971), p. 304; Dickenson, Journal, 
p. 46. 
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r 0 r 10 o h P o un v o n h P r o arl fr om 

~t 1 1 'T"'I \,' ' · 1 t- ,..._ h r 1' r 1' a n ( ) 
" ~ o un Y Cou r house , wh ile John 

Fe well Vauo han ' s mill was south of th e Cumberland 

Riv r o n Bud d ' s Cr ee k . 18 

With he erection of mills a nd d ams a l onq 

he s reams of t he county , t her e beqa n t o a ris e a 

conflict be twe en t h o s e who wanted the ri ve rs a nd cree k s 

dammed and t hos e who wanted the r o ute s left open to 

na v iga t ion . The manufa c turinq i nt e r e s t s we r e in dire c t 

oppo s i t ion to tho s e who prof i ted from the transportation 

of produce down r ive r to market. 

Ea ch s ide p e t it ioned the Leg i slature for the 

ri ght to have the ri ve r clear or the right to erect 

d a ms along the ri v er. In 1796 a law was passed by 

the Gene ral Assembly keeping open the navigation of 

the We st Fork of Re d River within Montgomery County. 

In Oc tobe r 18 0 3 a petition was sent to the General 

As semb l y requesting the law be repealed as the stream, 

they contende d , was not naviqable exce pt in flood 

staqe . The petitioners suggested several "merchant 

mills" bui lt on the stream would be of mor e value 

to the pub l i c. The first siqnature, in John Hancock 

18Gene r al John Sev i e r, Commission Book, 
1 796 - 18 0 1 (Nashvil l e : Tenne ssee Hi s t or i c a l Comm ission , 
1 957 ) , pp . 33 , 34 ; Minu t es 1:14, 41 , 58 , 77; Robert 
M. McBr i de a nd Dan M. Ro b i son , .Bi og r a phical Directo ry 
o f t he Te nne ssee Ge ne ral Assembly , 2 vols . (Nashvill e : 
Tennessee State Libra ry and Ar chives and the Te nness ee 
Historica l Commission , 19 75-1979), 1 : 6 98 . 
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styl e , wa s t hat of Cha rl e s Stewart, who a few years 

la t e r e stab l i shed a mill on that stream. The mill 

l a t e r wa s the site of Peacher's Mill. Again in 1812, 

with fl o ur much in demand because of the war with 

England, the General Assembly was petitioned regarding 

building of mills on Sulphur Fork of Red River. Mills, 

they contended, could supply manufactured goods, especially 

flour, thus preventing wheat from being injured by 

insects, and at the same time avoiding the necessity 

of having to purchase flour from Kentucky, Pennsylvania, 

Ohio, and Virginia. J. Woolfolk, who had the mill 

at Port Royal, signed first with a large, bold signature. 

By 1821 the issue was again brought to the attention 

of the legislature by a group who wanted the streams 

opened for navigation. However, the legislature declared 

their petition for the removal of the dams was 

"unreasonable. 11 19 

With the increased production of corn, there 

also came an increase in the production of hogs and 

whiskey. Both had been present in the county since 

the time of the early settlement. With a sufficient 

supply of corn and cheaper salt, pork became more 

plentiful. The improved corn-fed product brought 

19Tennessee Acts, Chapter XXIII, 1796; Tennessee 
Legislative Petitions, 22-1-1803; 3-1-1812; 41-1819; 
204-1821. 



53 

a higher price at market . The hogs raised in the 

frontier settlement had been left to fee d on cane 

shoots which grew on the open range . While this 

provided a suf ficient di e t t o s stai n life , the hogs 

did not fatten . Whil e s ome l i ve hog s we r e s h ipped 

south to mark e t , most we r e s ol d as ba c o , ha s , o r 

pr e served in ba rr e l s as sal e o r ic kl ed o r k . a r d 

also appea r ed o n th e ca r o . Loca l y , hoas ofte n be came 

a substit ute fo r a s il s ca r ce u r r e . y . heo e r · k 
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roads "to " it , "by " it and " from " ·t . The two stills 

were owned by Joseph and Jame s Patto~ , and had a 

capacity of 207 qallons an d eiaht y q a o ns respectively . 

Tradition ha s it th a t o:n::c 1"":1 i -- v be came 

up s e t , a s t h e i r h u s b a r< s s e :-: :. ~ :, e ~ r : ,, ·: s , .:i s ··" e 

as th e ir n i qh s 

a nd de bc::1 u h . " 

in d iqn a i o r. II 
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mi dst o f win t e r. William Little Brown, son of Dr. 

Morgan Brown of Palmyra, recorded in his diary, "Papa 

h ad got midling groggy this day with some brandy he 

bought from Palmyra." A few days later he noted his 

father was again "very groggy & Deason & Squire Wells 

with him & also Mama. 11 22 

Other responsible citizens found the alcoholic 

product to their liking. Many otherwise respectable 

citizens were called before the church to answer for 

excessive drinking. Brother Cordery was accused by 

the Red River Church of being drunk and "danced for 

a half pint of whiskey." He was, however, exonerated 

and received back into the fellowship of the church.23 

According to one source, a man would on his 

arrival in Clarksville, purchase a bottle of whiskey 

or brandy in a desired size ranging from one half 

pint to a quart. After taking a drink, he would place 

his bottle on a shelf provided for that purpose. 

During the day, as he became thirsty, he would return, 

sometimes with a friend, and help himself to a drink. 

If the supply ran out, the bottle would be refilled. 24 

22Brown, Diary, January 18, 1805; January 
24, 1805. 

23"Red River Minutes," May 17, 1800. 

24Ross, Life and Times, p. 262. 
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Tavern licenses were issued by the County 

Court for ind i v i duals t o sell liquor and keep "house s 

of entertainment" or "ordinari e s" i n t he ir home s. 

These were the mot e ls of the pe r iod , p r ov i d ing food , 

d rink , and s he l te r for both an and beast and e ve ntually 

bec omin g th e h ub of comme r cial ac ivi y . In 1790 

Samue l Stout wa s issued a license to keep an ordina r y 

a t hi s dwelling house in Cla rks ville . He ga e bond 

fo r five hun d r ed pounds an swor e ha h " s all not 

suffer or permi a y un w~ul a 

sabbeth suffer any rso 0 l 

than is ecessary ." 5 
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~nd c a s iron , and whiskey . B 
utter , eggs , dried fruits , 

chick e n , d u c ks , guineas , and turkeys were also shipped 

s o uth t o New Orleans to feed h tat city's growing 

population . After 1800 cotton and tobacco were a dded 

to the cargo . 26 

The steamboat did not come to the Cumberland 

until 18 19. Before then river traffic both up and 

down the rivers was carried on flatboats, barges, 

or keel boats. Goods from the east came from 

Philadelphia to Pittsburgh by wagon. From Pittsburgh 

they were floated down the Ohio River and up the 

Cumberland to Palmyra and Clarksville. Produce and 

passengers going south came down the Red River from 

as far north as Logan County, Kentucky, down the 

Cumberland to the Ohio and down the Mississippi to 

Natchez and New Orleans. Barges and keel boats brought 

goods up the river to the Cumberland area. 

The barge Clem Hall with Samuel Beaty, Master, 

arrived in Natchez on March 5, 1806, loaded with 

seventeen bales of cotton, two hogsheads of tobacco, 

lard, fifty-three barrels of pork, seven barrels of 

beef, 2600 pounds of deerskin, one barrel of tallow, 

seven boxes of candles, three barrels of flour, and 

26Abernethy, Frontier, p. 200; Harriet Park~ 
Miller , The Bell witch of Middle Tennessee (Clarksville: 

1930 · t d Nashville: Charles Elder, 1972), , reprin e . 
p . 29. 
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thr ee package s peltry being shi' pped by John Baker , 

Jr . f r om Port Royal to New Orleans . He nry Ba ke r 

accompanied Beaty as a hand . o n Apr i l 22 , the barge 

left New Orleans loaded with logwood, · rum, wine s, 

sugar , and other imp o rts for Baker a t Port Ro yal. 

A small order wa s consigned to King, Carson, and King 

in Na shvi lle .2 7 

The flatboats were built during the summer 

and f all and moored along the riv er bank waiting the 

winter and spring rises in the river. The boats, 

as the name implies, had a flat bottom and were rectangle 

in shape, much like a raft. Any person with the 

available lumber and a reasonable knowledge of carpentry 

could manufacture a flatboat. The hulls were constructed 

along the river banks, hull side up. After the planks 

were joined together, caulking was forced into the 

seams between the planks to prevent leaking. A tool, 

similar to a chisel, with a groove instead of an edge, 

was used to force the caulking into the seams. Once 

the caulking was completed, the boat was ready for 

turning right side up. 28 

Because of the weight several men were needed 

to invert the hull. The men would line up on one 

27cargo Manifests, 1805-07. 

2 8Leland R. Johnson to Ha rold Moser, Nashville, 
November 1 1 , 19 83. copy in personal files of Ann Alley. 
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s ide, gr a sp t he upper edge , a nd lif t i t as hi gh above 

their he ads as possibl e , and t hrow that si de away 

from them , in hopes the boa t woul d l and hu ll side 

down i n the wa t e r. I f the boat l and e d hu ll s i de up , 

the men wou l d have to wade o r swim in and tr y to flip 

the boa t with t hei r we i qht . I f th i s was unsu cc e ssful , 

the wa t er woul d th e n be ba iled o , so e ti e s a log 

a nd t edious job . Once the hull was s ucces sfull y laun ch ed , 

s i de s we r e c onstr uc t ed ad . e a r ea r oofe: o e 

pr o t ection for trave l e r s 

Wh e n t he r ise 1 

a oods u r · na he ·or ey . 
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29 Aberne thy , Fron 1 '. th p 29 · R. s . Cotte rill , . 80 M' ller Bel l l1c ,. , 

Times , p . 2 ; 1 ' ee H·storical. a ga z ine , 
"The Na tchez Tra c e , " _'.!T~e:.::n~n2:e~s~s~~~~..:::..:~=-=--=---......,_ __ _ 
7 (April 1 921 ) : 28 . 
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length with a narrow d eck extendi' ng on · every side. 

A cab i n wa s built inside the deck. If the cabin ran 

the full length of the boat, the boat was referred 

to as a barge.30 An d · Th a in e Democratic Clarion 

and Nashville Gazette, December 21, 1810, stated that 

the barge Lark was "in complete order, having elegant 

accomodations for passengers." Interested parties 

were belatedly assured the craft would "positivel y 

sail between the 15th and 20th of December ." 

The period from 1803 to 1812 was a period 

of general European conflict. The need for American 

produce to fill the void left by the absence of European 

goods created a dramatic rise in the American market . 

The American shippers began to service markets that 

had previously been closed to them. During the year s 

before 1808 when Jefferson imposed his controversial 

embargo, the United States became the most important 

neutral carrier, especially of foodstuffs. Responding 

to the situation, the economy of Montgomery County 

rose to new heights. Between 1805 and 1807 McClure 

and Elder, Reynolds and McFarland, King and Poston, 

and Putoff and Bartholomue, merchants, as well as 

an assorted number of citizens, were shipping cotton, 

tobacco, castings, beef, candles, potatoes, soap, 

30Abernethy, Frontier, p. 199. 
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corn meal , lard, bacon , deerskins, venison, hams, 

staves , corn , horse s, pork, chickens, butter, and 

peltry from the Clarksville landings. At Palmyra 

. in 1807 Peter Hubbard was shipping a large number 

of staves. The same year, Bradley, King and Bradley 

shipped peltry, cotton, pork, and lard from that port. 

John Baker was shipping yearly from Port Royal, while 

James Carr of that same community was taking flour 

from Pittsburgh to New Orleans.31 

During the period of early development in 

Montgomery County banks were non-existent. Trade 

was comparatively small and money was scarce. Merchants 

would buy on credit from Eastern suppliers, sell on 

credit to local customers, and settle the accounts 

when the local crops matured. Payment was often made 

in cotton or tobacco. On September 26, 1806, Isaac 

Martin gave the following note for a debt: 

fifteen months After date I Isack 
Ma(r)ten of the county of 
Montgomery promas to pea unto _Josheay 
Wekle of the said county the Just 
an fool som of one hundred and teen 
dollars to be paid in cotton ~t cash 
price for value received ... (signed) 
Isack Marten. 32 

Most business was conducted by trade and barter. 

31 h A Bailey A Diplomatic History of 
Tomas • ' l ' ff NJ . le l0th ed. ( Englewood C i s, : 

the American Peop ' 16 _17 . Cargo Manifests, 
Prentice-Hall, 1970), PP· 1 ' . 
1805-1807, passim; "Flatboats," passim. 

32orane Papers. 
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John Stewart offering for sale 40 0 acres on the West 

Fork of Red River , advertised he would accept not 

only cash , but slaves , horses , hogs , beef cattle , 

tobacco , and cotton in payment . James Williams , a 

tanner , in Cl arksvill e , urged his customers to pay 

their accounts as his credi tors were pushing him for 

his debts . Williams offe r ed to accept "hi des of any 

description " as payment with he f o llowino amounts 

being allowed on credit : 

Large Byden -- d r y per 0 d l0 C, oree n SC 
Kip Ski n -- dry 2C , r een 6c 
Calf Skin -- dry 12 / 2c , r ee 6 / 4C 
Hog and dog skin fr o 25 0 ,sc 
Deer and sh e e p ski s fr o 25C 0 s oc 33 

Immigrants coming into the ar ea ound 1 nece ss a ry 

to purchase corn and meat . a e o ay ca sh , 

s e s . they traded their labor o r he nee e 

As th e popula ion i . er e s e, a 

the production of surplus prod ce r ose . 

ew ado ene , 

ese o . i ons , 

coupl ed with th e expansion o f r a e r a he fi rs 

decade of th e ninet eenth c e n r y , r ou h 0 

need for banking facilities . Dr a f s a d Bil ls 0 

t sf e r er e i s fr o Exchan ge were being used to ra 

he 

to a o he r . one section of the country I 1 0 the 

d the s a e ' s first Tennessee Legislature charte r e 

The Leqisla ure believed bank , the Nashvill e Bank. 

States Herald (Clarks · 11e ) , 33united 
August 11 , 181 0 . 
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th e ba nk would encourage improvements in agriculture 

and manufacturing and aid the State government by 

enabling it to borrow against the fun d s due it. The 

State took no stock in the bank. The caoital was 

set at $200,000, which was d i v i ded i nt o sha r e s of 

$50 each. 34 It would, howe ver, be t he nex t de ca de 

before a bank would ope n i n Mon t gomery County . Until 

that time local busine ss was dependent on the Nashvi ll e 

institution for banking s ervi ces . 

Montgomery Co unty i s divided into tw o part s 

by the Cumberland Rive r. The l and on the south side 

of the Cumberland is good timber l and with deposits 

o f iron o r e . Be ca u s e of these natu r al resources this 

section devel op ed t he ea r li est forqes an furna c e s . 

Whil e the re wa s s ome i r on production in the western 

portion o f th e county just nor h of the rive r , 

northern si d e of t he river was predomin a tely 

agricultural l and . 35 

the 

34 8 Tennes s ee 1 : 23 0 ; H. \ . Crew , Histo ry 
ame r, -=--=~:---:-- 1 · h. Huse of 

of Nashvill e , Te nn. (Na s hville : Pub is ing 0 

the Methodist Ep iscopal C~urch , S~u th , 18 ;~~~
9

_
50

_ 
PP 260-61· Hal e a nd Me rr itt , A History , . f t k 
Haie and M~rritt i ncorre c tly s et the amount o soc 
at $400,0 00. 

353 B Kill e brew, Montgome r y County : Its 
. . . l · It s Topography and Geology ; 

Agriculture and Mine r a ' . blene s s ( clarksvi lle : 
Its Healthfulness a nd Des i r a

5 7 . Good s peed , Hi s to r y , 
Ingram and Doak, 1 ~7o) , PP · 122 _23 ; Goodpa s tu r e , 
p. 750; Beach, Warioto, PP · 
"Beginnings," p. 193. 

• 
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When Abraham Steiner and Frede rick c. De 

Schwein i tz, Mo ravian missionaries, made their report 

following their 1799 trip through the Cumberland area, 

they mentioned that "a great furnace" was being built 

at Palmyra and was almost complete. This wa s no 

doubt Morgan Brown's first fur nace . In January 1804 , 

an agreement was d rawn up between Morgan Brown and 

Clement McDaniel to build a second furnace near Morgan 's 

mill on Yellow Cree k. The Furnace was to ope rat e 

under the firm name of Brown and McDaniel . The agreement 

was for seven years . However, the two men ended the 

relationship with a court s uit . The furnace wa s evidently 

completed as the 1810 manufacturers ' report list s 

two iron furnaces in production. 36 

By 181 0 the women of ontgomery County were 

producing 125,540 yards of cotton cl oth and 20 , 00 0 

Anthony yards of blend s on their 567 househol d looms . 

Vanleer's forge was producing one hundred tons of 

f tanneri es processed five hundred iron products , our 

36williams, Travels, p . 517 ; cD~nie~ vs Brown , 
Fl·nal k f the United States Circuit Court 

Record Boo O 
162 _167 Records 

for West Tenness ee , 1808 - 1839 , PP · . f.
1

' d ) 
. . t . t Courts (micro 1 me . , 

of United States Dis ric d A h·ves Nashville , 
Tennessee State Librar~ annd ~~t~hew ' St . Clai r Cl a rk , 
Tennessee; _Walter Lowri e a Class III, Finance , 
eds., American State Paper s , Seaton 1832) , 2 : 800 - 01 . 
5 vols . (Washington: Gales a nd ' 
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hides, and seventee n d ' t'l 

is 1 leries produced 34,020 

gal l ons o f liquor. Clarksville, the county seat, 

could boa st of an academy; at least two medical doctors, 

Dr. Maxwell Sharp and Dr. R. F. Sl aughter; a tanyard; 

a newspaper office whose office also served as a book 

and stationary shop; several taverns; and at least 

three general stores. Advertisements in the local 

paper indicated a stock of d r y goods, hardware, 

groceries, wines, bar iron, shot, gu n powder, whiskey, 

and new cotton gins. The town was growing. Owen 

Reilly announced that he had ope ned a new sto re on 

Water Street with a shipment ''j ust r e c e i ved fr om 

Philadelphia." He had in stoc k Dr y and Fan c y Good s, 

·Hard & Queenswear, Iron and Tinwea r, a choi c e a ssortme nt 

of groceries and a well chosen coll ec t ion of books.37 

The development o f Montgome r y Cou nt y t oward 

a more settled community occurred whi l e the Ame ric a n 

shipping industry experienced prob l ems wi th Enq l and . 

England was at war with France a nd wa s dete r mined 

to stop the reshipment of French good s f rom t he United 

States. Furthermore, American ships were boarded 

and her seamen pressed into British serv ice. The 

37 · State Papers, Fina nce, 2: 800 - 01; 
American . -:--=---st 11 1810 

United States Herald (Clarksville ) , Augu ' · 
See Appendix 6. 
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c1t1z~ns of Te nn ss e 
we r e f illed with ind igna ti o n 

he Br i t i sh and th · · e i r v iolati on of American 

r iqhts o n th e s e a s . The newspapers of Nashvill e reco r d 

t he de t a ils o f a public meeting he l d in that cit y 

r e sulting f rom the "Che sapeake " inc ident. 38 

President Thomas J ef ferson, in an atte mp t 

to avoid war and yet gain respe ct for American shi pping , 

imposed an economic embargo proh i biting commerce betwe e n 

American and foreign nations. The embargo had a dual 

effect on the economy of Montgomery County. The ban 

o n exports affected the producer who could no longer 

sell h is surplus commodities. The merchants were 

als o affected. Few ships were bringing in imports 

without being guaranteed a load for the return trip. 

Money became exceedingly scarce, and soon debtors 

were being pressed with no funds with which to pay. 

Consequently, farm prices fell. Cotton which had 

sold for twenty-six to forty-four cents in the 1790s 

sold for fifteen to nineteen cents. 39 

on Julys, 1808, seventy-eight men from the 

area around Port Royal petitioned Governor John Sevier 

for relief. They sought a stay law against the sale 

The 
4th 

38 ee 1·217-19· John A. Garraty, 
Hamer, . Tenness . , r. of th~ United States, 

Ame r i c a n Nation: A Hi stodyR 197 9) pp. 160 61. 
ed . (New York: Harper an ow, , . 

39Hamer, Te nnessee, l:2 l 8 -
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of their property during the emba r go . The states 

of Virginia, Maryland , and Georgia , they said , had 

already passed such a l aw . 

The effects of the embargo are felt 
~erhaps as severely in this state as 
i n an~ other; and the proportion of 
s ~verity is increased by the 
ci rcumstances of the general credits 
wh i c h have been extended to the great 
mas~ of community by vendors of import ed 
articles . The stagnation of tr ade 
while it pre - ?- to the i nfl ux of 
Specie rais e s its val ue hen c e the oni e d 
and the credi t o r class of c ommu ni ty have 
great and undue adva nt age of t he d~b t or 
class . 40 

The ir relief was gra t ed . St r a ge a s it may 

seem , it was these ve r y s ame ha r d sh i_ s im_ o s ed on 

the commercia l and pl a nt ing cl a ss a o e r he oun tr y 

that c aused the grea t mi g r a ti o t o ~on o e ry Cou n y 

between 1800 and 1810 . any fa i l ie s lo s hei r a 

in the eas t and came we s t o s ar o e r aqai 4 

Th e Embargo had sl owed he 1 s r ia a d 

agricultural developme nt of th e cou y . Howe e r , 

land speculation contin ued t o ee a e .., 1 he 

r apidl y increa s ing popul a ti on . 0 un i l th e nit e 

States had been drawn into t he war d i i g Eur o e , 

would the economy of the coun t y aqa i 

growth pattern . 

r ea c a s ubsta nti a l 

40 J hn Sevier Pape rs , Tenne ss ee State 
Governor o 

Lib r ary and Archi ves , Nashville , Te nn e ss ee . 

41Aberneth y , Front ier , p . 22 4 . 



CHAP TER III 

ECONOMIC IMPAC T OF WAR AND EXPANSION 

The second de cade of the nineteenth century 

was a period of wa r, inflati on, and r ecession. It 

was a lso a period of p rospe rity--a period of economic 

growth and deve lopment not only for Montgomery County 

but for the e ntire state. By 1812 the economy of 

the count y was still below the level it had reached 

in 1807. However, fed by the influx of military funds 

f r om the war effort, the county had by the end of 

t he war r eached a level of relative prosperity, only 

t o be thrust into a recession before the decade had 

ende d . Yet, in spite of the county's economic 

di f f iculties, the population showed a significant 

i ncrease; tobacco and cotton remained "king'' as prices 

rose sharply; the steamboat came up the Cumberland 

River; and a resident of Montgomery County became 

governor for the full three terms allowed by law. 

During the early nineteenth century the · 

politics of Montgomery County, as the politics of 

the state , were based largely on sectionalism and 

68 
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: ,, ; s, ;~.1;; • : r-s r .1 h f' r hc1n on na iona l 

pa r y a f fili a ti ons . 
F~s · ~0 nnrssPP ha rl onsis en tl 

Y con r oll ed the qovernor ' s 

How ver , by 1809 Mi dd l e Tennessee had grown 

s u f ' i e ntly in populat i on to overcome the eas t ern 

block and e l e ct a gove rnor from this section . 

In 180 9 two candida tes were on the ballot 

as succes sor to John Sevier--William Cocke of East 

Tenne ss ee and Willie Blount of Mo ntgomery County . 

Blount , the half bro the r of Territorial Governor William 

Blount , had served f r om 1791 to 1796 as his brother's 

private s e cretary . He had been elected by the 

Legislature a s a J ud ge of t he Superior Court but had 

res igned the same yea r. He had serv ed as a truste e 

of Blount College in Knoxville, Cumoerland College 

in Nashvil l e , and Rural Academy in Clarksville. In 

1807 he had been el e cted to the General Assembly to 

r epresent Montgomery and Stewart Counties. Born in 

Be r tie County, North Carolina, in about 1767, he had 

been edu ca ted in King's College, later Columbia 

University in New York, and the College of New Jersey, 

later Princeton University. He moved to Tennessee 

1790 and settled in the eastern part County in a bout 

of what is now Montgomery County to practice law and 

fa r m. . . 1809 and reel e ct i on in 1811 His electi on 1n 
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and 1813 thrust him in t o th .. 

e po s i t ion of Tenness ee ' s 

wa rt ime Governor du ring the 
second conflict with 

England and the war a gainst the Creek Indians. No 

re t ur ns a re avai l ab le for the Mont gomery County vote 

of 1811 , but i n 1809 Blount received over 87 percent 

of the total vote. 

of their 831 votes.l 

In 1813 the county gave him all 

His prime interests for the state were the 

extinguishing of Indian titles in Tennessee, improvement 

of communication and transportation for the state, 

and the development of the state's economy. "Attention 

. to these things," he told the Legislature in 

1811, "are (more) important to the future growth of 

our infant state than time devoted to the idle whimsies 

of foreign relations. "2 

It was during the second term of Blount's 

administration that the second war with England 

lAllen Johnson, ed., Dictionary of American 
Biography, 20 vols. (New York: Charles Scribner's 
Sons, 1943), 2:391; Robert H. White, ed., Messages 
of the Governors of Tennessee, 1796-1821, 7 vols. 
(Nashville: The Tennessee Historical Commission, 
1952), 1:274; Elizabeth H. Peeler, "The Policies 
of Willie Blount as Governor of Tennessee, 1809-1815," 
Tennessee Historical Quarterly, 1 (December 1942): 
309-10; Anne H. Hopkins and William_Lyon~, Tennessee 
Votes, 1799-1976 (Knoxville: The University o~ 
Tennessee, 1978), pp. 9-11; Tally, Gubernatorial _ 
Election, 1813, Tennessee State Library and Archives. 

2white, Messages, 1:347. 
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became a rea l i t y . Both politically and economically 

it was a popular war with the people of Tennessee 

and Montgomery County. The treatment of the American 

seamen, the low prices received for their exports, 

and the Indian hostilities, all were attributed to 

the British. The people were expansionist and saw 

the war as a chance to annex both Cana da and Flori da. 

The United States Herald carried an article announcing 

that West Florida wanted to "shake off their European 

allegiance and join the United States, or establish 

a free government." Reflecti ng the anticipation of 

the majority of the rea de rs, the ed itor ad ded , "The 

event is important to us--a free commerce on the Mobi le 

&c. may be expected. We wi s h them all the success 

they can merit. 11 3 A copy of a proposed constitution 

for West Florida was carri ed in the s ame issue . 

When word was received that war had been 

Blount delivered 1 , 50 0 troops at declared, Governor 

Wa r Department to help fight the the request of the 

British. Under the command of Andrew Jackson , 1 , 400 

and 760 mounted rifl emen assembled in infantry 

n The Frontier in the Formative 
3Reginald Horsma k· Holt, Rinehart and Winston, 

Years, 1783-1815 _(N~w Yor Wa lker, Jr ., "Martial Sons: 
1970) p 160· William A. f 1812 "Tennessee , . , . for the War o , 
Tennessee Enthusiasm ( 1961)·20 26 - 27 ; Hamer, 

l 20 June · ' · 11 ) Historical Quarter Y, . d St tes Herald (C larksv1 e , 
Tennessee, 1:217, 219 ; ~U~n~i~t~e~_..:::..:::.::a-=------
August 11, 1810. 



Nashville . 
On January 7 181 3 J 

, , ackson broke camp 
sending the infantry i n thirteen boats down the 
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Cumberland , Ohio, and Mississippi Rivers to Natchez. 

The cava lry troops, under the leadership of General 

John Cof f ee, marched overland. Included in Coffee's 

brigade was a company of Volunteer Cavalry consisting 

of thirty-one young men from the Montgomery County 

area under the command of Captain Michael Molton.4 

The first boats, with Jackson aboard, arrived 

in Clarksville on January 13 about six o'clock in 

the evening. One hundred and sixty barrels of flour 

were to be purchased for the troops. When the draft 

was presented at the merchant's house, Jackson was 

informed that only sixty barrels were available. 

Hearing that there was flour concealed in the 

neighborhood and not being able to purchase it, Jackson 

"sent out the bayonet'' to bring it in. The first 

day's search produced enough to supply the first 

regiment.5 

On the morning of Friday, January 15, Jackson 

left Clarksville, leaving behind Colonel Thomas H. 

21 22 Moore and Foster, 4Hamer, Tennessee, 1: 2 - ; 
Volunteer, 1:338; i s w·11 and Records, M:281. 

. and Tennessee Gazette, 
5Nashville Clarion0 _ Moser, Sharon MacPherson, 

February 16, 1813; Harol~e Papers of Andrew Jackson, 
Charles F. Bryan, Jr., T . rsity of Tennessee 
2 vols. (Knoxville: The Unive 
Press, 1984), 2:357-58. 
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Benton to "procure" the rest of the flour needed. 

Before the rest of the boat s arrived , Benton again 

"sent out the bayonet" procuring an additional seventy 

barrels of flou r . The price for flour sold in the 

area was five and a half or six dollars per barrel; 

but to cover the losses of the peopl e in "being 

unexpectedly deprived of property which they had been 

out the expense of preparing for a di stant ma rk et ," 

Hugh McClure and John H. Poston, l ocal merchant s, 

set the price at eight dollars.6 

The event did not go un o ice 
1·i lia B. 

Lewis, Assistant Dep ut y Qua r e r mas er , res on in 

to criticism against the quart e r mas ers ease of 

the late arrival of boats a the ou h of he Hare h , 

declared that , whil e in Cla rk sville , Coo el Be 

was 

· g hi'mself by es ressi . amus1n 
the citiz ens with un ecessar 
impressment . • · for no O her 
purpose, it would seem , han o _ 
into operat ion tha t ve~y ef ec le 
& favorit e weapon of his , he 

h o ake bayonet' . . . and t en , . . 
ample compens ation to the c1 ize ;oror 
having wrested from the prod ce 

. t h allows them foreign marke '. e 
7 extravagant prices. 

. and Ten essee Gaze te , 

on 

6Nashville Clarion ck s o 
Mo ser , McPhers on , Bryan , _ a _ _ _ February 16, 1813; 

Papers , 2:358 . 

. d Ten ne ss ee Gazette , 
?Nashville Clar1?n an h ' Febr ua r y 24 , 1813 . February 23 , 1813; Nashville w ig, 



About a month after Jackson and his troops 

arrived in Natchez, the Secretary of War, John 

Armstrong, ordered General Jackson to discharge all 

his men and to deliver the supplies he had i n his 

possession to General Wilkerson, Comm a nder of the 
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Seventh District. If Jackson had c omp li ed with t his 

order, many of the 15 0 sick me n under his command 

would have died. Othe rs, wi tho ut th e f und s needed 

to return home, woul d have bee n fo r ced toe l ist in 

the regular army unde r Wilk e rs o n . Ja cks on r ef s ed 

to leave a single ma n . He wa s de t e r mine o hold 

his men in the voluntee r s e r vice of Te essee un il 

th e y could r ea c h home . He a r r · ve hoe ~i h is me 

on April 22 afte r a 46 0 mile ma r ch in wen y- fi e 

days. He immed i a t ely r eport ed to Presi et. adison , 

who approved , re i mbu r sing J ac ks on for ex e ses 1 cur r e 

personally in r e t u r ning th e me o heir homes . Howeve r , 

the war was not as ye t over fo r he yo 

8 Tennessee and Mon t gomery Coun Y· 

e of 

visi e the Tecumseh, Chief o f th e Shawnee , 

Creek Nation in Al abama a nd i nc ited a y of he India s 

Vo l u t eer , : 33 - 39 ; The 
8Moore a nd Fo St er , 5 18 3 · o s e r 

· ) June , · ' Weekly Register ( Ba ltimo r e ' ' 
2

. 361 
Ja c ks on Pa pe rs , · · MacPherson, and Br ya n, 
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t o war . On August 3 0 , 1813, the Creeks under the 

leadership of William Weatherford, or Red Eagle as 

the Indians called him, attacked Fort Mims, a stockade 

fort in southern Alabama. The fort was taken and 

about 250 were killed , including men, women, and children 

gathered there for protection. Estimate s of the number 

of survivors vary from none to about forty. When 

the news reached Tennessee, the people fea r ed t he 

Indians might begin attacks in this state . Governor 

Blount was urged to send an army against the Creeks. 

The Legislature approved the o r ganization of an army 

of 3,500 men and gave the Governor authorization to 

borrow $300,000 to - finance. the army . 9 

In spite of wounds rece ived only a short time 

before in a fight with Thomas H. Benton an d his brother 

Jesse, Andrew Jackson assumed command of the army . 

After a series of victori e s against th e I nd i ans, the 

chance of an Indian invasion into Tenne ssee ended. 

However, Jackson was now faced with a problem caus ed 

to t he end of the enlistment period by confusion as 

for some of his men. Jackson needed a new army . 

h state, a new force of True to the name given t e 

1 Struggl e for the Gulf 
9Frank Lawrence o;sa~~ ' the Battle of New 

Borderlands: The Creek _Wa · iie· Univer sity Presses 
Orleans, 1812-1815 (Gaine=~~- H~mer, Tennessee, 1:223; 
of Florida, 1981), PP· 38 '

1
. 34 0 343 . Hamer 

v lunteer, · ' M' Moore and Foster, 0 f the attack o n Fort 1ms 
erroneously gives the date 0 

as August 13. 
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voluntee rs began to arrive, including a company of 

Mounted Volunteers under the leadership of Captain 

George W. L. Marr of Clarksville. Forty men had 

enlisted under Marr on December 20 , 1813 , and served 

until February 8, 1814.10 

Volunteers continued to joi n J a cks on a nd by 

March 1814, 5,000 men were ready f o r action at Hor se s hoe 

Bend. Two more compa nies arri ved f r om ont qome r y 

County under the commands o f Captain Abr a ham All e n 

and Captain Edward Neblett. The me n we r e mu s te r ed 

in at Fayetteville, Tenne ss ee , on Janua r y 18 , 1814 , 
• 

and serve d until Ma y 10 . At l ea s t two of he 29 

men who we nt t o fight with Ja cks on die in he service 

of their countr y--Edmun d Riv e rs , a waqon mas er , ad 

Jacob Melton. Several o f t he men were re or ed sick 

due to the hard sh i ps of th e wi nte r arch ad ar Y 

life. 11 

Jackson's victo r y a t Hor s eshoe Be en e 

He r e t ur ned hoe ad was the war with the Creeks. 

given a commission a s a Major Ge ne r al the nited 

1 . 226 _27 ; , oo r e and Foste r , 
lOHamer, Tenn e ssee , · R ll s Co l one l 

353· W r of 1812 us ter o ' . Volunteer, 1:343- , a t Li br ary and Arc hive s , 
N. T. Perkins, Tenn e ss ee St a e 
Nashville, Tennessee . 

11 d Foste r Volunt ee r ' : 353- 58 ; 
Moore an ' f l812 uste r Ro lls , 1· 226-27· Wa r o Harner, Tennessee, . · '

0
f 181 2 Muste r Rol ls, 

Colonel Robert Napier; War 
1 Th mas Johnso n . Brigadier Genera 0 



States Army . 77 
However , as the wa r ~i th England 

progressed , r umo rs began t o sur:ace conce roing a la rqe 

expedition being sent by the Br ~ i sh t o 

Jackson urged Govero o r B ouct t o sec :•!~ a ~ri a e 
a:-< e . e1.,.. Orlean s . 

of vo lunteers . 

men assemble d a 

he eade r sh~ 

so' 

a 11 .,,,,. c) s 

Ed:n nrisnn . 0 . 

r, 

;,; i 1 

0 C. 

or. 

C:1 o l l , 

-, 
l ll. (: -

OJ r d C 

r , H.:i 
0 el 

risma 
hurch 

t1 

h () .. 

) ' ,l :; ( ! .., ... ... . 

,1 h ,1 s 

s 

:. 

:- , 

l . •. . .. 

,l .. 

e rr.:.;; ar.c 

,... .. : "" ('I 

"' .. 

. ' , 

... 
• • ! I 

: : 1r ~_"' "" ; 

M _;~ •~ !" ? :: .Ci, 
?,- :-:c;,, Il :. r r , ., . 

. ~=- :., ~ ' . c; 
• :-,"':::-:,'"' ss, • 
. ,,. .. :--: : .,,, ~ : : : .. 1 ~ 

55(', .::- · .1 ··-
-:' ... :-. :: ., s s ...... ; 3 . 

·..; :- • f"') :- : .1 :: : 



Men fr om Mon tgomery Cou nt y ev i den l y jo i~e d ~he r o 
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boats unti l the y r eached the· d . . 
ir estination.16 

Thu s ~n less than one month from 
t he t7me of embarkation at 
Na shvi~le, with a little fleet of 
near f7fty sail, was a voyage of 
1339 miles performed by the 
unequalled ardour of a youthful 
cf~mrndandber; _seconded by those who were 

7re Y his zeal, and was landed 
without the occ~rrence of a single 
unfortunate accident on its passage.17 

Blount's third term as governor expired in 

1815. Five men appeared on the ballot to replace 

79 

him. (1) Jesse Wharton, a Republican from the Nashville 

District, was serving in the United States Senate 

as a replacement for George M. Campbell who had resigned 

to become Secretary of the Treasury in Madison's Cabinet. 

Wharton resigned his seat shortly before the 

gubernatorial election. (2) Robert C. Foster was 

at the time of the 1815 election serving as Speaker 

of the House of Representatives, representing Davidson 

County. Foster, in later years became a member of 

the Whig party. (3) Robert Weakley had been an early 

pioneer to Davidson County. He served in Congress 

from 1809-1811 and had served in both the Senate and 

House of the Tennessee Legislature. (4) Thomas Johnson, 

a resident of Robertson County and father of Clarksville 

16Moore and Foster, Volunteer, 1:364. 

17priestly, Journal, p. 47. 
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attorney, Cave Johnson , had come early to the Cumbe rl and 

settlements . He represent ed Tenn e ss ee Co n y as a 
member of the First Constit u iona Conve:-1 on . He 
had r ep r esented Robertson Co y he e r. e r 
Assemb ly , and had served a s a o "": e r : ~ r :. :--: : :: e 
Creek War . ( 5 ) Joseph C i i ha cc. : o :-: a i.,; ;; s 

County before 179 0 . I 0 7 . e : a : s n r ·: n : 1 s 

of the Senate . He an o ne e h s r. : i. :'\ C .. \ ' a O . : 

a month be fore he elec o , - ... r: .. , .... - ... .. .. . . "- . 

fo rm, t hat it wa s h ~1 : : II 

of his many f e ll ow Cl z 

"sticking u his ow arr. ... o .. s.s •" 

the genuin e r nc1 1 s 0 r 

Wh n h 0 e s \, 

had support ed he r e h o 

Thomas Johnson , vi h 4 2 ·o s . 

Weakl e y 203 vo es ; Ro Fos r , : C ·: c s ; a:". ~ - s s 

Wha rt on , 40 o es . 

won the sou ht- e r s 

votes from Montgome ry 

18Moore an d Fo s 
Tennessee, 1 : 229 ; 1csri e 
Bioqraphical Directo r~ ' 
Hale and Merritt , A His r ' - · -

19Tally Sheet , G be r .a 
Tennessee State Libra r y a r 
Tennessee. 

r 

15 . , 

0 . 
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Of the f our men on the ballot that year for 

t he United State s Congress, t 
wo were from Montgomery 

Count y . J ames B. Reynolds, an I · h 
ris man, had settled 

in Clarksville about 1804 where he practiced law. 

He was an incorporator of the Rural Academy in 1806, 

and a trustee of Mount Pleasant Academy in 1811. 

A Republican, he served in the Senate of the 9th 

General Assembly in 1811-1813 representing Montgomery, 

Dickson, Hickman, Humphreys, Robertson, and Stewart 

Counties. Although he was elected to Congress in 

this election, he failed to carry his home county. 

He received only 341 votes, less than one-third of 

the votes cast. George W. L. Marr, also of Montgomery 

County, received an overwhelming majority with 670 

votes, almost two-thirds of the total vote. His 

popularity as an officer in the late conflict against 

the Creek Indians had thrust him into political office. 

T k t gl·ven to Peter Booker, who had o en suppor was 

County in the Senate during the represented Maury 

1813-1815, with six votes; 10th General Assembly, 

and James Holland with nine votes. 20 

that followed the war were boom The years 

as well as for the entire years for Montgomery County, 

Election, 1815; McBride 
20Tally 6th DiS t rict 497 616 , . . tory, 1:60-61, , · and Robison, Biographical Direc 
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state . Inflation was rampant. The cost of the war 

itself had done much to add to the condi tion. The 

influx of money paid to the Tennessee volunteers for 

military services and the mone y received from the 

purchase of supplies to support the mi l itary operations 

brought a surge in the economy of the county and state 

reaching a level not s een since 18 07 . A Nashville 

paper noted in Decembe r, 1812 

.. the de tachment destin ed f or ew 
Orleans . . wil l nece ss a ril y be 
encamped for s eve ral da ys previou sl y t o 
their departure . They will need a qr ea t 
many article s for t heir conven i e nc e 
during the descent of t he r ive r and 
supplies must be lai d in befo r e they 
start. An upward of sixty t hou s a d 
dollars will be paid i ha nd to t he 
volunteers, (it w)ill be ha r d if t hey oo 
off with their pockets f ul l of mo ey and 
suffering fo r the (tor n) -- le s of _which 
our farmers possess ( i n q r eat) 
redundancy--dried fruits , cabbaqe s, 
potatoes, chickens, ~urkies , b te r , 
vinegar , will meet w1t~

1
a r eady sale . 

Farmers to the Market! 

Cotton prices were at their highes 

to a shortage of the commodity i n En q l and . 

le e l due 

By 1817 

Un heard of price of thirty - f ou r 
it was selling at an 

cents. d all - ti e hiqh of over 
Tobacco had reache an 

The demand for la nd 
eighteen cents per pound. 

newcomers flocked to the 
increased. Thousands of 

. Clarion and Tennes see 
21Nashville Democratic 

Gazette, December 1, 1812 · 
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a r ea in hopes of tak i ng advantag e of the high cot t on 

market . With the increased demand f or la nd cam e 

inc r ea s ed p r ices. 
La nd val ue s r os e r apid l y . Much 

of the land was purc has ed on credit with he e xpec at·o 

of the tr e nd conti nuing . Me rc han s e x_a. de: a s r a e 

increased and s oo n fo un d t hem s elves hea ily i ~ ·eb 

The a bundance of pa pe r money beir.a · ss ··ec1 \' st a : 

ba nks onl y ad de d t o the i fl a or. . 

I n 1811 wh en the cha r er o: t. 

s t a t es Ba nk e xpir ed , Co gress r : us 

th e bank . Many in th e s a e r h 

adva nt a g e s of a "s oun a 

hoped t o r eap t he lar e 0 

t o come f r om a s uccess f 

e 

Acc or d in g ly , th e bank 0 

cha r t e r ed by th e Le is 

ban k wa s located in Kno x 

in Cl a rksvi l l e , Columbia , 0 s o r o . 

s t ock was not t o e xcee S4 00 , 000 ,,,n s 

$50 ea ch . Th e bank wa s er e 0 e 

when $25 , 000 i n gol d a sil e r a r. 

r s 

' 0 

the s ubscribe rs . The bank be a . o era i o .. o " 

L. I h i t e as Pres 1 , 1812 with Hugh 
... ... .. 

s 

P [ 

r 

Fronti e r , p . 
22Abernethy , ;·~ t~o~r)v~ o~f-_!:..'..::..:~--~ 

l ·. 231,· Gra y , Hls Tenne ssee , 
697 , 76 5. 

~ 

!. c ;. 

:'1 

h 

r 
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cons ervative l eade rs hip of Whi t e , thi s ba nk wa s able 

to conti nue r edeeming i ts note s 
1
· n • 

speci e at time s 
whe n other banks had t o r e s or t to 

1
·n 

payment bi lls 

and notes. By 181 7 Tenne ss ee had c ha r tered a s many 

a s fif t een banks of iss ue . The O al paper issue 

of the s e banks amo unt ed to Sl0 , 000 , 000 -- o er S3000 

f or each r e s i de nt of t he State o Ten essee !2 3 

The Wee kly Chronicle of A r 1 

notice tha t Jame s El der , Joh H. Pos o , a 

1 . Brown ha d been autho r i zed o s e 00 0 s: a r es o: 

cap ita l stock at $50 per share or e ose o 

estab lish i ng a branch ba k Cars e . ooKs 

we r e to be ope ned at he co r hous o 

1818 , f o r th e s ale . 

No r e c o r ds ha e bee o 

offi c e rs or the financ · a1 co 

a t Clarksvill e , with the exce 0 

0 

of 

of 

e July 12 , 1819 , iss ue of ~T~o:..:.:..:.:...._::....:_ __ 

0 e 

/ I 

e h 

c: 

e 

0 e 

.. esse stockholde rs o f t he Branch Ba 

at Clarksville t ha t an in s al 

capi t al sto c k woul d bed e 0 

e 0 S5 e share 

s oe C. Rice 

si gned a s cash ier . 

. 2 2 4 ; Ha er , 
2 ] Abernethy ' Fron t~ e rs' Hl~ ory , - . 2 58 ; 

Tenne ssee 1 : 230 , 45 l ; Pha a ' 9 . oore ad Fos er , . 
Tenne ssee' Acts, 1811 , Chapte~ h ' "Co erce a d Ba .k i g , " 
Vo l un teer , l: 451- 45 2 ; Abe r ne y , 
p . 312 . 



Wi th more money in c i rc lati o .. , ca e 
ore 

inflation , and with more infla 
on , ca . . e . o r e 

speculation. 
Land was pu r chas ed or. c r e · it at h ' h 

prices with the an t i c ipation :·.a: :'."'. e •..: :•·• ::- : s _ :.. ::- a 

wou l d contin ue . Acr o s s 

ou t with th e e xpe c a i o~ o 

deve l opm e 7 

s r ing Cr e k o n 

o r nea r " he Sr · ~ :- r ss ? c a : s . 

•..J e r e ;,; i 11 i a Tr. 

!\ f ew 0 hs a e r !. h • .. C . 

1 so r. .. O ' ' . . n ! 

i so , r h , 

cl s 0 L ar s 1 o . 

R ss 1 vill C 

- ' 
Wl . ·:" C ' 

h r has s . _ 4 

n h 

h 5 0 0 5 h 

h OU h 0 R r o s ~ r :-

n h 1 sh e 0 

e ss e Bl ck 0 Bro --:-. , 

ow e 0 e - e h h ea 

H ye s , Pa k H. r ' a:-: ~a r es 
r1 

24Tenne ss ee A 5 ' 

Chronicle (Cla rks i le ) , ~ 

' - 1-, 
- I 

' ., - . 
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One-twelfth each. The larg th 1 

es oder was Amos Edward s 
With one -si xth interest. o A · 1 

n pr1 24 , 1819 , at least 

thirty-five lots i n the new town were auct i oned t o 

twenty purcha sers. By J ul y , 1820 , t he town wa s 

incorporated with Amos Edwards, Anthon y Butl er, George 

Brown, John C. McLemor e , a nd Fr ederick w. Huling as 

commiss i one rs. McLemo r e was a l and s peculato r f r om 

Dav id son County . Huling , an atto r ney from ~on gomery 

count y , had s e r ved a s s o l icitor fo r the county from 

1816-1 817, a nd had been appointed a Jus ice of he 

Peac e in 181 7 . He was on e of the incor ora ors of 

th e Red Ri ve r Bri dge Company which la e ob 

a t oll b r idge near Smi th ' s Ferry across Re R. er . 

He l a t e r s e r ved as one of the ' firs alder e o 

Clark s vi ll e . 25 

I n June 181 a our , 9 f th town e\.., York , •as 

l oca t ed be t ween th e co nfluence of B Goe Cr ee 

a nd Suga r Creek , tribu ta r ie s of he C berl 0 

the north si de of th e r ive r . · d s "af o r in Adver 1se a 

t wo or t hr ee miles u a de lightful view 

new town was to have lo s se river" the 

for a c hu rc h and an acade y . especially 

ad dow he 

as ·a e 

Los were 

rksville ) , 1a r ch 22 , 
25weekly Chroni cl e (~l a 1016 , 1018 , 1019 , 1020 , 

1819 ,· Deeds I: 984 , 10l 3 ' l Ol ' . 32 33 ; Tenne ss ee 
71 De ed s K. ' . 1037, 1038, 1 042 , 10 ; •a a nd Robiso n , 
87 Mc Br 1 e ·Acts, 1820, Chapter ; l:

3
87 . 

Biographical Directory , 



87 

to be auctioned on August 9 and 10 with the contracts 

let on the last day of the sale for t he construction 

of the church and the academy--of bri' ck. Commissi oners 

were Henry H. Bryan, Robert Se arc y , William Cl ements, 

Jesse Fentress, and Louis c . Tay l or. 26 

The towns of Jon e s vill e and Gibs on bur gh a r e 

only memories. Th e ir f ai l ur e a s c omme rc ial ve nt ur e s 

was probably d ue in pa r t t o t he ir l oc a ion o n a sma ll 

waterwa y, too f a r upstr eam fr om th e d eve loping area 

along the Cumberl and and Red Rive r s ne a r Clarks ill e , 

and th e financial difficult ies hat be f e ll ma ny 

speculators of t ha t pe riod . Whi l e Cu be rl a d 

prospered a nd r e main s today as a ar of he i Y 

of Cl a rks v ill e , t he New Yo rk ve n ur e s ol o Ya few 

lots. The onl y evi denc e of his at e e de e l o e nt 

is a road lead ing t o th e a r ea ow k OW a s York Road . 

In 1819 the boom e nded . Th e r c e of co on 

fell as rapi d ly as it had r i s en . La d a ue s decli ed , 

pro UCl g 

Fa r e rs ad 

and Montgomer y Coun t y , like o the r cot 0 

sections found itself in a depre ss ion . 

merchants alike were r ende r ed insolven t . Du r ing 1818 

debts we r e heard i n t he co un t y 113 cases concerning 

26Town Gazette a nd Fa r me r s Regi s ter 182 1. 
July 5, 1819; Tenness ee Ac ts, 

(Clarksville), 
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court--an i ncr ease of about so 

percent over the 

pr eceeding year. This was only a . 
portion of those 

who shared the same fate. 
During 1819 there were 

slightly fewer cases of debt before the court, but 

there were still over one hundred attempts to collect 

unpaid debts.27 

On May 24, 1819, the Tennessee Weekly Chronicle 

observed that 

The distressing effects of the Banking 
system has certainly at no period of the 
American government been so deeply felt 
as the present. The majority of the 
people do not understand the principle 
on which these institutions are conducted 
either from theory or by practice; but all 
classes now feel their dread consequence 
to such a degree as makes them almost the 
sole topic of converse in every circle of 
society. They find that all must suffer, 
if not directly in an indirect way. In 
Clarksville, the oppression is not so 
severely felt; the people here have 
nothing to fear from their own paper, nor 
do we believe that such wily tricks are 
practised by the bank in this_place as 
are common in others. The failures of 
individuals at Nashville are many and 
caught in the banking snare, no mercy is 
shown them; their property must become a 
sacrifice to the interest of the bank 
perhaps at less than half its value. 

1 the economic situation caused However, by Ju Y 

one observer to comment 

ble Wo rds of the scriptures The memora . 
are applicable to the present times. 

225· Harner, 27Abernathy, Frontier, P· ' 
7 8 9 passim. 

Tennessee, 1:231-32; MinuteS, ' ' ' 
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We have speculated sod . . 
that the countr . eep in banking 
· t Y is nearly shaken to 
is centre . We have sown th . d . e win· and 
we a re now reaping the whirlwind.28 

The news paper observed that "Di' st h • 
resses ave risen to 

so high a pitch as to turn politics of the day almost 

wholly on that subject ... " and predicted that at 

the next session of the Legislature" ... a suspension 

of the collection of debts by execution will be the 

first subject agitated. 11 29 

The "endorsement law" passed by the legislature 

was meant to give relief to the debtor class. However, 

the law seemed to serve the interest of the merchant 

against their Eastern creditors. The law prov ided that 

the execution of any judgment could not be made until 

two years after the issuance of a judgment, unless 

the plaintiff would agree to accept the depreciated 

notes of the newly created Nashville or State Bank. 

The debtor class, however, did not even have the notes 

of the Tennessee banks with which to make payrnent. 30 

The situation was, however, temporary . By 1820 

the county was leaving frontier status and beginning to 

28Town Gazette and Farmers Register (Clarksville), 
July 5, 1819. 

29 rbid. 

30Tennessee Acts, 1819, Chapter 15; Phelan, 
History, p. 261; Harner, Tennessee 1:232. 
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show sign s of urbanization. 

The county had, by then, 

grown in populati on to 12,219, · 1 inc uding 4,869 slaves--

an inc r e a se of over 50 percent since the previous 

count in 1810. Of the 1 217 h , ouseholds enumerated 

i n the census, 641 or about 53 percent held slaves. 

Of the households holding slaves about 56 percent 

held five or less slaves; about 19.5 percent held 

six to ten slaves; 17.5 percent held eleven to twenty 

slaves; 5 percent held twenty-one to thirty slaves; 

while only 2 percent of the slave holders held more 

than thirty slaves. The county was no longer entirely 

dependent upon an agricultural economy. Three hundred 

and fourteen citizens of the county were employed 

in manufacturing, while forty-four were engaged in 

some form of cornrnerce. 31 

The steamboat, previously confined to the 

Ohio and Mississippi, now came up the Cumberland to 

·11 h rtening the month-long Clarksville and Nashvi e, so 

trip from New Orleans. With other improvements, the 

more accessible to outlying areas, county became 

· of goods and the favoring both the importation 

f the Produce of the area. exportation o 
A new post 

bui.lt connecting Trenton, Kentucky, road was being 

1798/1820, passim. 3laeach and Alley, 
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with Cla rksville and Port Royal; and a road was being 

opened through the Chickasaw Nation to he s outhwe st . 

In anticipation of the i ncrea s ed ri ver traffic , both 

up and down the ri ve r , Nace F . Tr ice ar. T. ~ - Atkinso 

built a new warehous e one - hal : . il e e o w :he . o h of 

Red River . Built above heh ' he s ~ a rk , he ne w 

facility offered a "s a f e de o s · f o r a :-:_.· s 

descending or a sce e r ::. : r " ·..: s : :--. e o :-: •: .. i e :'. 

of l oading the boa " i r c 

Cla rk svill e , r e s o r.: .:. .. ~c t. . - - : s c : 

pop ul ation , o e n W S 0 

oc ob r , 18 19 , we 

firms o "ve n co s . " :-,,, o 

John War e and 0 1 ha a \I , . .. ... 

additi o n to h s a 

had a ak e ho s ow .. 0 , 

vari e y of br s a s . 

a wa t c h a nd sil e rs 

the public s u r e , 

chairs , as well as 01 0 s 

guilding . Wool an . e o , 

both ladies ' and e l e 's 

32Folmsbee , Corlew , ~ 
i e ( Tennessee~ eekly Chro 

181 9 ; May 3 , 18 l g · 
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/: . 

33orane Papers; Shew e 
entertainment. 
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at the shop of John R. Collins next to Lockert and 

Smith's tavern. Richard Bridgewater wa s also making 

hats at his shop four and a half miles above Clarksville 
on Red River.34 

Business wa s good and more help was needed 

in the shops. Fowler needed one or two journey silve rsmi ths; 

the Town Gazette and Farmers Register needed two young 

boys to learn "the art and mechanical ope r a ti on of 

printing"; Alex Martin wa nted a good blacksmith to 

take charge of a shop having two fires ; John G. Cross 

and John McGowan a dve rtis ed for a younq man "aqe 13 
• 

to 16 of moral and st eady habi s " o l ea r 
he tailoring 

business; and John H. Scruggs needed wo or hree 

apprentices to l ea r n the brick makin a 
laying 

busine ss. 35 

Th e county was maturi q ad beqinninq o find 

time for cultural a ctivities . ' OU 

which opened in 1811, was still ed 

Pl ea sa 

ca in 

Aca demy , 

he you h 

of the county. At Syl van Aca emy on d S r g Creek , he 

exhibitions for thee tertainment students were providing 

of their friends. John D. Tyler was opening his 

d Fa r me rs Regist e r 34Town Gazette an t 16 1819 · 
J l 5 1819 · Augus , ' (Clarksville), u Y ' , l (C l ark s ville) , May Tennessee Weekly Chronic e 

The 
~ 1819 . 

35 Gaze tte and Farmer s Register _ 
Town 1819; August 2 , 1819 , (Clarksville), July 5 , October 25, 

1819. 



93 
s chool on Spr ing Creek . He advertised that he could 

. . accomodate 6 or 8 students wi t h boa r d a t $35 

per session , each boarder furnishi ng his own bed , 

bedding , and candles . "
36 

Olive r Go ds it ' s "She 

stoops to Conquer " wa s pr esented bv he 

Thespian Society to r aise funds fo r a ci r c latin 
a rks 

library. Port Royal had also o r a .ize· a ~r.es_ in 
. 37 Soci e t y . 

e 

The war tr a ns fo r.ne · '.\as;;•: i __ e _ :':-:e s a .. e ::e s 

we r e also fe lt in ~o nt go e r :_: o . t:· · c~ ::: t o r 2 3 , 

1819 , l egis l ati o n wa s passe 

o f Clarksville . he 1 

become o f a ge . The r o 

informed the people of ~ 

r ecen tl y opened t o he s o 

as land availa b l e 1n Il l 

Kaskaskia . The e elo e 

37
Town Gazette 

(Cl a rksville) , Jul y 5 , 
Clarksville Gazette , 

38
Town Gazette a 

(Clarksville) , Jul y 18 • 
March 29 , 1819 . 
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Out of the war, the boom, and the 
panic , there emerged a new order of 
things . Tennessee had ceased to be 

94 

a frontier and had come to be an 
agr i cultural commonwealth. The old 
conditions continued to exist in the 
back country , but trade was occupying 
the attention of the rising towns , 
and steamboats and stage coaches we re 
taking the place of keel boats and 
pack horses. This economic 
trans formation brought political 
changes in its wake and out of so evil 
a thing as the ~anic there flowered a 
new democracy . 3 

39 Frontier , P · 226 · 
Abe rnethy , 



APPENDIX l 

POPULAT I O~ SCHE DCL cS 

A. Tennessee Count\· , 

The Te rrito r v So th o : ;:_ :--. e R _·:e r G :-. ~ o 

Fr ee Free 
White Males White al e s 

21 and UD Cn er 2_ 

235 3 80 

The Terri o r-.· 

Fr ee 
White Mal e s 

16 a nd up 

380 

lcarte r , Territo r ·a 

95 

:r e 
/ \ - --

·,•i !"'. :. : e ,... :. t"'. r 
: e :-:-.a : cs : r e"' 

s- . "' .. -

Pa e s , .. . 8 - / 

:'o : _, ... 

: s ~ : ' ] -

s :'o a 

3 

' .... . 

• I -t 
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C . Montgome r y Countv , Ten 

essee 

Free White Males 

Under 10 years f o age 

Of 10 and under 16 

Of 1 6 and under 26 

Of 26 and under 45 

Of 45 and upward 

Fr ee Whit e Females 

Unde r 10 years o : a 

Of 10 and under 6 

Of 16 and n er 2 

Of 26 an u er 45 

Of 45 an u wa r 

A 1 othe r Free Pe rs o 5 

laves 

Tot 

2 Ha ys , " c e e n 
I • 

Putnam , Histo 
All three s ou 
Putnam and Kille 
given in The Wee 8 , 02 1 giv_e_n __ --=-~~---,_ __ 

4 All e v and Beach, 

• I 

27 

1 - . 
., -

. - ., 

0 

s. : 

H~story , p . 65 4 ; Killebre\ ~~~e_s_o_~
Killebrew and Putnam gi et e ~o 

- , 3 ,.... 

S , 2: 
( s .:. -- ) 

1820 4 

, 365 

63 

5 

3 

' : 5: 

r::- : _, __ 2 
:-' . ~ 6 . 

I 2 - • 
re '.< ·o ·,,: 

, : s r a t ~e r t~ ~ ~e 

- I 2 



APPENDIX 2 

DISTILLERIES TAXEDl 

A. Tennessee C ounty 

For year beginning July l, 
1796. 17 95 and ending June 30, 

James Patton 
Benjamin McNees 
Martin Grooder 
Philip Parchment 
Joseph Crockett 
Samuel McMurry 
Andrew Irwin 
Thomas Johnson 
Francis Prince 
Francis Prince 
William Fort 
Philip Hornbarger 
Joseph Patton 
William Brown 

No. 
Stills 

1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 

Capacity 
(gallons) 

207 
51 

118 
74 
78 
44 
90 

131 
90 
44 

263 
55 
80 
97 

1John Overton, Distillery Book. The spelling 
of the surnames were left as Overton wrote them. The 
first names, often abbreviated on the original list, 
have been spelled out. The figures for 1801-1802 
are incomplete as the tax on distilleries had been 
repealed. 

97 



B. Montgome ry County, Tennessee 98 

For year beginning July 1, 1796 and ending June 
1797. 30, 

James Patton 
Martin Grider 
Francis Prince 
Francis Prince 
Philip Hornbarger 
Philip Parchment 
Samuel McMurrey 
Joseph Patton 
John Crockett 

No. 
Stills 

1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 

Capacity 
(gallons) 

207 
118 

90 
44 

120 
74 
44 
80 
78 

C. Montgomery County, Tennessee 

For year beginning July 1, 1797 and ending June 30, 
1798. 

James Patton 
George Bell 
James Patton 
Philip Hornbager 
James Patton 

No. 
Stills 

1 
1 
0 (sic) 
1 
1 

Capacity 
(gallons) 

80 
44 
80 

114 

D. Montgomery County, Tennessee 

For year beginning July 1, 1798 and ending June 30, 

1799. 

James Patton 
Nicholas Conrad 

No. 
Stills 

2 
1 

Capacity 
(gallons) 

60 



E. 
Mo ntgomery County , Tennessee 99 

Fo r yea r beginning July l , 1799 and 
800 . ending June 30, 

1s t half of year No. Capaci t y 
Sti lls (ga l l ons ) 

James Patton 2 
Headon Wells 1 
Robert Wells 1 82 

2nd half of year 

James Patton 2 
Headon Wells 1 
Robert Well s 1 82 
Benjamin Thomas 1 114 
John Shelby 2 100 
Josep h Wray 1 65 
Cha r les Stewart 1 50 
Duncan Ste wart 1 73 

F . Montgomery County , Te nnessee 

For year beginning July 1, 1800 and ending June 30, 
1 801. 

1st half of year 
e nd i ng December 31 

James Patton 
He a don We l ls 
Robert Wells 
Fr a nces Pr i nce 
Benjamin Thomas 
John Shelby 
Joseph Wr ay 
Charles Stewart 
Duncan Stewart 
Game Brison 
David Patterson 

No. 
Stills 

2 
1 
1 
2 
1 
2 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 

Capacity 
(gallons) 

60 

50 

120 



~:1d half o year 

Headon Wells 
John Shelby 
Joseph Wray 
Charles Stewart 
Duncan St ewart 
James Fo r d 
Benjamin Woofo r d 
Be njamin Woofo r d 

No . 
Sti ll s 

2 
2 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 

100 

Capacity 
(gal lons ) 

1 42 
100 

6 5 
130 

73 
90 
37 
37 

G. Montgomery County, Tennessee 

For ye ar beginning July 1, 1801 and ending June 30, 
1802 . 

Dav id Jones 
James Yates 
Michael Sweetman 
Headon Wells 
Robert Wells 
Francis Prince 
Ben j amin Thomas 
John Shelby 
Joseph Wray 
Charles Stewart 
Duncan Stewart 
Will iam Griffin 
J ames Ford 

No. 
Stills 

2 
1 
1 
2 
1 
2 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 

Capacity 
(gallons) 

54 
50 

267 



APPENDIX 3 

COTTON GINS TAXEDl 

1804 

Amos Bird 
Ebenezer Frost 
Jones Kendrick 
James Moore and Morgan Brown 
Benjamin Weakley and 

David Weakley 

1805 

Amos Bird 
Ebenezer Frost 
Jones Kendirck 
James Moore and Morgan 
Benjamin Weakley and 

David Weakley 
Whitfield and Keathley 
Burrell M. Williamson 
John Baker 

1806 

Amos Bird 
Ebenezer Frosts 
William Ross 
Whitfield and Keathley 
John Baker 
Thomas Simmons 
Prince and Shelby 
Josiah G. Duke 

Brown 

Burre-11 M. Williamson 
Benjamin and David Weakley 

No. 
Gins 

1 
1 
1 
1 
1 

1 
1 
1 
1 
1 

1 
1 
1 

1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 

1 Record Group 30. 
Secretary of St ate, 

No. 
Saws 

60 
60 
37 
50 
50 

60 
60 
40 
50 
49 

51 
60 
60 

60 
60 
35 
51 
50 
50 
50 
51 
60 
49 

• 



Amos Bird 
Ebenezer Frost 
Burrell M. Williamson 
Thomas Simmons 
John Mccarrell 
William Mitchell 
Charles Stewart 
Whitfield and Keathley 
Joseph Woolfolk 
John Baker 
Josiah G. Duke 
Benjamin and David Weakley 
William Ross 
John Shelby 

TOTAL 

No. 
Gins -

1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 

102-
No. 

Saws 

60 
60 
60 
so 
so 
so 
60 
51 
so 
so 
so 
49 
35 
40 

1,918 



APP END IX 4 

JUST I CES OF THE PEACE 

Montgomery County , Tennessee 

Br i ttain Bayless 
J o hn Blai r 
Willie Blount 
Morgan Brown 
James Fentress 
Samuel Gattis 
Jame s Huling 
Jame s Lockert 

athaniel McG r aw 

June 1805 

103 

Robert Prince 
Joseph Robertson 
Henry Small 
Thomas Smith 
James Stewart 
Shadrick Tribble 
Haydon Wells 
Joseph Woolfork 



APPENDIX 5 

TALLY OF FLATBOAT MANIFESTS , 1805-18071 

Shipme nts from Montgomery County to Natchez 

and New Orleans 

Product 1805 1806 

Potatoes Bushels 40 

Tobacco Bales 1 
Hogsheads 8 

Kegs 1 

Cotton Bales 200 145 

County Cotton Mfg'ed. Yards 50 

Hogs (live) 
Bacon wt. 3000 1500 

Bacon hams 20 

Pork 
Barrels 110 57 

Lard 
Barrels 12 11 

Kegs 2 41 

Beef 
Barrels 123 13 

Butter 
Kegs 1 

Soal (sic) Leather Sides 

Corn 
Bushels 300 500 

Corn meal 
Barrels 100 3 

Flour 
Barrels 

3 
408 60+ 

Venison Hams 10 
Beaver and Otter 140 
Coon Skins 55 
Bear skins 
Deer skins 

Bundles 1 
Wt. 1000 2600 

Skins 
60 

Bales 
Skins 500 

4 
Peltry Packages 

wt. 

Raccoon, Fox , etc. Skins 

"Flatboats". 

1807 

31+2 

819++ 

190++ 

39 4+ 

15 

10 
5 

500+++ 

500 
9 

21 
4360 

250 

1cargo Manifest; 

shipment with 
no amount designated . 

2 + indicates a 

10 4 
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product 1805 1806 1807 

Tallow Barrels 8 1 
candles Boxes 7 7 
soap Barrels 5 
Planks 13 ,000 
staves 41,000 40,600+++ 
castings Pounds 2 , 500 
Lime Bushels 150 
oats Bushels 250 
chickens + 
Horses 3 6++++ 
Gunpowder Pounds 1 , 025 
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APPENDIX 6 

WESTE RN DISTRI CT OF TENNESSEE-MANUFACTURERS, 

Bl e nded Woolltn 
u,d un - Clouu, 
name.d in fa.mi . 

Clotlu k Lu, kc. 
StuffL 

Cotton a.nd \\"ool 
Spun 1n )l il ~ 

Loom,. fulun,- Hill._ 
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'l', Jont;omt.ry, 
M aurr, 
Uvcnun, 
HulM:ru.o n. 
lC.. uthcrlunJ , 
~ um ne r, 
::,m1 lh , 
::itcwart, 
\\"il ><>n, 
,Vill u.maon , 
\\"i11lt, 
, Y a.rTc.n, 

1 
/\m 

,6,)80 
16l , t 88 
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36 , 'lH 
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WESTERN DISTR I CT OF TENNESSEE-MANUFACTURERS , 18 1 0 (Cont i nued ) 

Taanc:rica. D iatillcn- Gl.u,l,a-Salt&. Coppcna. Rop41Wallr.a. Gwa P order Kill&. .llrti clu qf a doubtful nalurc, or .llp foJ. 
l uraJ. 

~ j ~ j ! l[ Saltpetre ~•ea. a.d Oc:.hrL 
aouWTtU. 0 0 ... ... .., .., .., 

I :i .!! t i .! i .5 i 
. .: -- :i .;j :i .;j .5 Ii ~ -=-~ A .. .. A .. .. J; 

~ 
.D A ~ ~ g i ~ & = , , 

~ § ~ 6 " ~ " § i ~ i 
~ 
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- -- - - - --- -- - ----1 ---

B tdfonl , . 2 !!00 800 II 4,080 2,040 
DaviJsoo , . 6 1, 63 1 8,6H-,ln 132 8'.345 42,17'.lt'.'. . . . 2 7, 500 l,'710 
Dick,oo, . 2 1 ,010 J , OJO JI 9 , 6H 4 ,B~ J 
1-'ran ldio , . 8 12, 497 " 2,562 1,.28 1 
Gi le., . J 12!1 500 I 600 JOO 
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Hurnphric1, . 'l 50 'l.5 
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1l 
60 
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