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ABSTRACT 

The purpose o r thi s ~tud, "as to co nduct a resea rch stud,· conce rni ng" riting across the 

curri culum and it s effec ts on studelll ac hi e, e111elll \ lany pre,·ious studi es noted that 

I V 

... -ducators \\ ho do 11 0 1 nor111all \' teach \\ riting in stru cti on in their cla sses are often 

:o.kep tica l o r the im plement ation of,Hiting acros th e curri culum programs in their 

~chool~ ( \ lill er. 199 1. Quinn & \\' ii son. 1997) Thi s research attempted 10 determine if 

the utiliza tio n of,, ri ting stra tegies in the soc ial s1Udies cl assroo m had an influence on the 

,, riting ac hi e, emelll of the student s Ol' th e 120 s1Udell1 s "'ho completed the post test. 59 

:--tudents panicipated in the stud,· . tudelll ·. score · in the co lll ro l group dimini shed 

:-li~,dlll, ,, hile scores in the trea 1111 e111 groups increased slightly Ho,, e, ·er. it ,, a. 

determined tha t \\ri ting across the curriculum. spec iticall~· in the eighth grade ocial 

,tudie, clas-; _ did 1101 imprm e a111011g these !'.- tudent s 
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Huckgrrmnd ol the J>roh/c111 

CH . ..\PTER I 

INTRODLCT IO 

I ligh school gradua tes aero the country ha,·e recemly ent ered college and the 

\\ Ork place ,,ithout the "riting kills necessa ry 10 compete in today·s society. ~!any are 

disillusioned as the,· enter co llege or the " ork force . Often even those students \\'ho 

recci, cd !:-uperior grades in high school struggle " hen the~· enter the \\'Ork place 

(Gehring. '.2 00 I) For those stud ent s " ho im111ediatel~· enter college. as many as 25° o mu t 

take re111edial courses accordi ng to \ 'iadero (.:~ 00 1) The realization of thi s lack of 

prepara ti on o f'ten causes the graduates to reflect upon the quality of their ele111ent ary. 

111iddle. and high school education \ Ian~· ha,·e a ked themseh'e \\'hy they \\'ere not 

adequate!,· prepared in the area of ,Hi ting: the~- ha,·e "ondered "hy these skill are 

lac kin g ( \ lan zo. I C)C)C) ) 

\ Ian,· educators studi ed the re earch for ans,, ers to thi s proble111 A.ccording to 

Smagori nsk~- ( I C)C) 5). the i111plc111entation of \\Ti ting acro -s the curriculum promoted 

higher order thinking skills beyond those closely a ociated "ith \\'riting The re earch 

indicated the use of ,Hi ting in , ·arious areas of the curriculum facilitated higher order 

thinking \\'riting aero s the curriculum recei, ·ed much att ention in the 1970 and 1980s 

a~ stude nt s " ·ere asked to e:-,pand their \\Titing out ide the typica l Engli sh clas l t 

c, oh l?d into other concep ts such as interdis iplinary ,,riting. ,, riting to learn, and conten t 

area \\riting (\t iller. 109 1) L"nlike the other approac hes. ,,riting across the curriculum 



e111phas ized the uoa l o r i111pr0\·i11 u ,, ritino skill s by praci·,c ·,11 ti · · t· I - :::, :::, . g 1e111 111 , ·anous areas o t 1e 

curriculu111 \\ .hik i111 erdi sc ipli11ar\' \\ riting. "riting to learn . and content area ,,riting 

cen aink irn-o h ed the prac ti ce of,Hitin g. the primary uoa l of these e!Ton s is to enhance 

lea rning. The rac t that ,,riting skill s impro,·ed as a result o r al! the programs \\'as a 

,,e lcome surpri se, acco rding to i\1iller ( 199 1) While each concept in\'oh·ed particular 

tec hni cal as pects. the goa l of each is to help student s apply language skills in all areas of 

the ir curricu lum ,, hil e increasing lea rning 

\\ 'hen studen ts are no t co mpleting their educati on,, ith adequate \\'riting skill 

educators should reassess their teaching methods (~l anzo. 1995) . .\ s in all area of core 

klllm lcJge. ,, rit ing must be prac ticed to maint ain and impro, ·e e,i sting knm, ledge. 

\\ 'ri ting n1 u t no longe r be addressed onh- in the Engli sh clas roo m. \\' riting instructi on 

rnu~t be e,pa nded across the curric ulum (Ol so n, 199-1 ) Irn prO\·ernent of\\'riting kill is 

., 

the respo nsibilit~· o r all member of the teac hing tea m ra ther than the so le respon ibility 

ur the Lngli sh teachers \\'ith all mem bers of the educa ti onal team integrating \\'riting int o 

their curric ulum areas. ed uca tors send a message to thei r student s that \\' riting is indeed 

i111portant F\ en one has a res ponsibil it~· for " ri ting instrll cti on 10 enab le all tudent to 

learn tu do it "ell ( Sheridan. 199 2) 

\ !any student s co mpleting high sc hool lack profi cient \\'riting skill s. As a result , 

mall\ must take remedial courses on the co ll ege le,·el in order to achi e, ·e proficiency. 

\\ 'hile these skills 3 re certa inly lac king in many high schools, the burden of the 

imple111entation or ,Hi ting begins in the middle school "here many· student posses poor 



"riting sl-: ill s and. con. equentl\ . . core belO\\ the proficient le\·el on the T-Cap Wri ting 

.·\ !--sessment 

By mal-:ing the app licati 11 or \\'riting in , ·arious areas or the curriculum. tudent 

tend to rnal-:e connection that lead to hi!2.her order thinl-:inu 1-:ill and oeneral academic ._ :::: :::: 

~ucce:,S Educators\\ ho understand the imponance or \\'riting aero the curriculum and 

its impac t on student achie,·ement may· be more willing 10 implement writing into their 

O \\ 11 classes 

3 

To ,, hat e:-; telll does the implementation or\\ riting aero the curriculum in the middle 

school classroom affe ct student s· \\ riting ab ilit~.') 

2 To ,, hat e'\telll does the 1~ve or\\ riting trat egies impleme111ed innuen e the writing 

ac hic, L'ment of the s1udents'1 

rhcrc ,, i 11 be no cli tk, enc es bet,, ecn the \\ ri Ii ng achieYe 111 en1 or st udent s \\ ho practice 

\,riting in the . ocial . tudie_ clas. room and tho e \,ho do not 

I ld111111 0 11 o( frrm s 

1. \\ 'riting_across the curricu lurl} is an approach to writing in truction that ex tend the 

·l ·1· · I · d • to\\ r·,te tc1 \ ar·,ous area or the curriculu m rcspons, )t 11y o t teac 1111g stu ems · 



-I 

.., Co nt ent \\ ritirn.! is the prac ti ce or · · · \\ nting 111 co nt ent area classroo ms fo r the purpose of 

t'un hering understanding o t'the subj ec t matter Although \,riting abili ty oft en impro\'es in 

these situati ons. it is not th e so le intent. 

3. Jou rn als are \\ ritt en reco rd s kept b,· students in , ·a ri ous subj ect areas. Content s mav 

, an based upon the requirement or the teacher. but journals may include essays, li sts, 

grn ph ic orga ni zers. or di alogue 

-I 1.earni n~ lo~s are no tebooks th at co nt ain e:-.: amples o r student\\ riting ranging from 

predic tio ns to perso nal thought s on a spec ilic academi c concept. \\'hile silllil ar to 

journals. lea rning logs rocu~ on subjec t- rel ated conce pt 

I /l ll lli///()/1 \ 

Thc1c \\ere mam· uni que charac teristics o rthi - stud\ . The rura l etting. ,,hile 

bt?nt?l icia l in that 111 an \ o r the sarne :-ubjec ts pani ci pated in th e pre and post test \\Ti ting 

a:,,:-.C:-.:,,melll!,. also lirni ted the pop ul atio n to that or predo rn inately Caucasian student s with 

a \ Cr\ :-.mall portion being . ..\frica n- . ..\rncrican ince the stu d~· ,, as limited to the teaching 

practice~ o r o ne male in:s truc tor. his indi\ ·id ual teachi ng tec hni ques and the tillle of day 

could al:-.o be con:sidcrecl li mitati ons 

This ~tud\' ill\ es tiga tcd curre 111 resea rch rega rding ,,r iting across the curriculum 

and integra ted particular \\ ri ting strategies imo the middl e school classroo m. tudent 

:-.core!, fro rn th e 2000 e\ enth Grade T-Cap \\' riting Assessment \, ere e:-.: amined to 

dett?rlllinc curre nt \\ ri tin g ab ilit,· and serYed a the pretes t. tudent s in the treatlllent 

grt1 up utili1-ed \,riting stra tegies in the social studies classroo m as pa rt of the e, i-1ing 



curricu lum . The student s then pro,·ided a ,, riting sample si milar in for mat to the prete t. 

.-\n al:-, sis or th e data pro, ided information concerning the effects of ,,-riting aero s the 

curri culum on ,,Ti ting achievement. Scores \.,·ere e:-;amined 10 determine if there was a 

difference in the pretest \\'riting scores and the postte t sco res . 
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CHAPTER 11 

RE \ ' IE\\ ' OF THE LITERAT RE 

f- or se,eral ,·ears st udies ha,e been conducted ,,hich address the effects or 

"riting across th e curriculu111 on studen t achie,·e111ent L' -· I b · I · · · smg t 1e as ,s 11at ,,nt111g ,s 

clu:,el, linked to learning. researchers ha, ·e stri, en to !ind stati tical e, idence that 

,uppon:, their h,·pothesis ( Da, is Rooze &. RL11111 "' I 199 1 ) Tl · - · 1- I 1· . · - '-- . - 11s re,·1e\\' o t 1e 1terature 

e, ,rn1 i11ed the effect or ,, riting across the curric ulu 111 0 11 middle school studen ts in grades 

ti, e throug h eight in the areas or science. 111athe111a ti cs. socia l studies. reading. 

techno log ica l studies. mu sic. and health education 

\\ 'hile ,,riting i111ple111 e11t atio11 ha:, occurred in , arious areas of the curriculum. 

1e,earche1:, no ted the presence or ,,riting deficiencies. panicularly in the area or sc ience. 

I hi" deticienc, ha:, prn, en note,, onh :,- since research has ho" 11 cience teachers to be 

11H11e like!\ than teacher:, or am othe, con tent area to incorporate ,,rit ing in to the 

\.·ur, iculu111 ( \ ll)Orc. I l)l) -J) .-\ dditionall:,- . as these science student s progre . ed in the 

eJucational s:,- '>tern . their,, riting deficiencies \\ ere more e,·ident 

\ luore ( I 9() -l) a'>sened the" riting proble111s inherent in many profe ional 

:,cienti ,ts are the direct result orinadequacie. in K-12 educati onal areas. th e time ,,hen 

:,tucient:,, should ha,e ob tained the irnpon ant ,,riting skills Ho"e,·er, rather than learni ng 

to ,Hite \\ell . man:,- students act ualh' beg.an to dislike ,witing.. due to the perfunctory 

ta:, k:, as:,igncd in school For e,arnple. o nl:-,· a disturbing. 3° o of all,, riting a ig.11111e11ts 

6 



ui, en in hi! . .d1 school e, ·e11 e, ceeded 011e . - - · pa1 a~raph Tl 1· - 1ere ore. stu de nts 1101 0111\' fa iled to 

ka rn 1he skill s or effecti, e "riting. bu i the\' als r 1 . . 
. -0 a, ed to make 1he co 11 11ec11011 be1\\'ee 11 

1he "ri tin!.!. thev ,,ere asked to do in sch I d • • 
- - 00 an the \\ nttng thev ,, ould e,·entuallv apply 

in 1he ,, orkplace 

Based upon such information re earchers have c d h · · · 1ocuse t e1r at1e1111 011 on the 

L"nit ed Stat es educati ona l svstem . l\1uch attention has b I d d · - een p ace upon stu ent s 111 

middle sc hool since !.!.rades fi , ·e throu 0 h eioht ha, ·e been slio . b · f1 · I · - =- :=- ,, n to every 111 ue1111a 111 a 

s1ude 111 · s ,,-ri ting de, ·el op111en1 

I L'i//"/1//Jg / .o gs 

111 a longitudinal stud~- l'ocusing 0 11 fo unh and fifth grade tudents. Bri stor ( 1994) 

addre~sed the possib il it,· that retention o l'kn o,, ledue ,, a affec ted bv ,, ritino across the 
. ~ . ~ 

rnrricul u111 The stud,· e,a rn ined instructio n in 1,, 0 classes The control group recei\"ed 

1ead ing and sc ience instructi on separa te!~· In additi on. the e,perimental group recei ed 

, L·icnce ins tru cti on along ,,i th their reading instructio n The e, periment al group also 

u~ect ,, ri ting as a lea rning too l b~- keepi ng lea rning logs in ord er to all ow tudent s to 

rnaki: pred icti ons. reco rd obse r\'a tio ns and conclu ion du ring e,periment . record their 

1;1\·oritc ac ti , ·iti es. and state ,, hat they had lea rned du ring each Jes on Emphasi ' a 

gi, en to pa raphrasi ng materia l and appl~•ing science concepts to real life through their 

,Hit ing Crea ti, ·e ,, ri ting ,, as al o implement ed in the student · lea rning log 

7 
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J< ,•111/1 1 of / eur11111g l .og l11111le111 e11tu//o!I 

The qua mit ati , ·e result s or the stu d\' · 1 d d . . - inc u e a noted 1ncrea e 111 the \eye\ of 

student achie,·e111en1 "hen studen ts " ro te abo I l · . · . . u t 1e1r expenrnent 111 learrnng logs 

Rcle,a nc:· of the topics addressed in their \\ritino · d d · · -= lllcrease tu ent s understanding ot 

~ci entitic co ncepts as ,,ell as de, ·eloped their ,, riting skill s (Bristor. 199-l ) 

Quali tat i, e tindi ngs " ere , ery reYealing tude nt s in the experimental group 

1 eacted posi ti, eh· Their read ing and ,Hi ting abili t:· irnprO\·ed drasticall:· as the freq uency 

nt' bnth increa . ed Stud em co 111 111 enL related to the e\: periment al group practices 

ind icated that the:· ,,an ted to int egra te "ri ting into other area of the curricu lum becau e 

th e, t~lt it ,,as sirnph 111ore fun than the tradi tio nal method (Bri tor. 199-l ) 

/'r,·11 n1111g I n •ut11 1L'll / 1 

\\ 'hilc the utili za tion of learning log. in ,arious area of the curriculum increa ed 

achiL·, e1 11 cn1. the use o t' pre\\ri ting treatment also producl'd positi,e resul ts One . uch 

~tu d, il1\ nl, cd tilth grade studen ts in a southern school di trict The researcher 

c,,1111incd ,,riting in science cl asses of the random!:· selected . tudents in order to 

dc tc1111 int? ,, ha t t?lfrct pre \\ riti ng acti,·ities had on student" ri ting (Bradney. Ree,·e . . & 

1---: ai clskis . 1099 ) Thi? stude nt s ,, ere diYided in to lour group that included the 

readi ng pre-,,riting trea tmen t (r pt ) group. the readi ng onl y trea tmen t ( r1 ) group. the 

pre,Hi ting onk treatmen t (pt) group. and the compari on group After a read ing 

· f I d 11 s ,, ere asked to or0 anize ,, ha t the\' 
,b~1gn 111en1 ,, as co111pleted . the r1pt group o s u e, = -

· · · · I cl1 as ,, ebs ou tl ine lists. note . or 
1ead \\i th in 10 111111u1es us111g pre \\ n t1 ng too s u - -- · 



freC\\ n11ng The ~1ude111s \\ ere then oi,·en , 0 · 
- ::c- •' m111u1es to compo_e an e,po_itorY e say 

relatinv. 10 the readinv. A.tier then oroup \\as oi,en tlie d. · 1 d 
- - ::c- ::c- rea 1ng a s1gnme111 . 11e stu ent 

\\ ere asked to compose an e,po itor\' e sa\' \\'it11·111 ,1 0 111 ·111 ute Tl . . - s 1e pt group "a given 

20 111inu1es to organize their though ts by using pre \\ riting tools simi lar 10 the r/pt group. 

Then the,· " ere al o gi,·en 30 minutes to compose an e,po itory e say Finally_ the 

comparison group,, as instructed 10 use the information pre emed in cla 10 ,, rite an 

e,po::-itory essa,· "ithin 30 minute 

The cssa:·s of all ::-tudent panicipating in the tud: "ere e,amined The result 

led the researchers to se,·eral conclu ion In particular. the, noted signifi a111 

11 1111ro, e111ent present in students· essa:· ,, hen pre-\\ riting technique · "ere applied In 

add irion . the studcnrs "ho recei, ed the reading-pre,, riting technique out-performed all 

other :-.tudenrs in de, elopmcnt or ideas. ,, riring style. organization. mechanic . and 

o,crall comn1unicatiun It is imponant to note that these . tudents out-performed the 

9 

g, oup thar used onh- pre\\ riring prior 10 ,, riting their es ays These re ulL ·upported the 

Ilka rh at "riting and reading a, e indeed linked pnKe,::-e::-

One particular research stud:· inrnl,·ed 22 student in 1,,0 different e tion of a 

· I , · I · T' 1dal 199-i) The correlational tud,_· ::,e, enrh grade general science c as ( ., o et " . · 

L' \ amincd the use or essa:· ,,riting a_ a , ·alid assc · ment tool tudent in the tudy were 

· · · 1· d te t for each of l\\'O unit . The te t were g1, en an cs ·a:· ta . I-: and a criterion re erence 

· I tcd to the material occurred durinv. the interYal ad111ini:-.tercd 12 da:·s apart ln::-tn.1c11on re a -

. I . 1· I , re -rs \\3 conducred From rhe re_ult . her\\cen tests .-\ co rrel a11 on ana :·s1. o t 1e ~ - -
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researc hers 1·ound a signifi ca nt positi, e ca rrel · b . . . _ 
ati on et,, een the cnt enon ref erenced test 

:-cores and the length and number of concept · I d d · 
s inc u e 111 the studen ts· essay task 

These findin!! s indicated that ,, hen d 
- tu ent s wrote about a panicular concept . thev 

,, ere more likek to retain the kno,, ledoe o r the c d · • • · :::- oncept an exemplify thi s lea rning by 

appl\-ing their kno,,·led!..!.e These findin os funh er iiid·icat d · · I · t - =- e a pos1t1,·e co rre at1 on 1e1,,een 

the nu111 ber o f concept s student s wrote abo ut and thei r te I cores A the number of 

concepts increased . the more their test sco res increased 

It "rilt ' .\ .()\ 1 .-lf 'JJ/Ducl, in Scienct' u11d .\ fut/, 

. .\ related stud, · aLo util i1ed ju nior high tudent as subje t Rillera. Cleland . 

and /a111bo ( 199 :=; l co nsidered att itude and ,, riti ng ac hi e, ement in the areas of math and 

~cience as the:,, rela ted to the II e or a " ri ting program called the \\'rite No,, Approach 

1·he panici pant. ,,ere eighth grade studen ts in an urba n chool in Phoenix . they \\ere of 

di , er"e mul tic ul tural backgrou nds , i,t :,, percem or tho e studen t s1Udied recei ,·ed free 

nr I L'duced lunc hes 

T he \\' ri te '\' o ,, .-\ pp roach to learn ing used the beginning of each cla s peri od as a 

1i111e fo r ::- tud cn t" to share their ,,riting Stude nt s ,, ere aLo encouraged to re. po nd to the 

\\lllk or other. Teac hers pro,ided the all ott ed time onl y fo r the tudent s to share their 

"ork . they did not personal!,· edit or correct papers 

The resea rchers chose to u e " ith in-t eacher ra ndom assignment of etas e . u 111g a 

qua"i-c,perirnent al co nt ro l group de. ign T" o cience teacher \\ho each taught four 

I d I- I · I _e to er\'e a the trea tment groups c a, ..;cs daih ra ndorn h· ::-elec te t\\ O o t 1e1r ca . . 

l: ach tead1er· s remai ning t\\ o groups ser\ ed as the co nt rol group 
The re ult ing group of 
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~cience s1Ude111 s consisted of 1, 9 in the 1reatme d 
• · 111 group an 11 9 in the co nt rol group fo r 

a combined 101al number o r 2.58 pan ic ipam in 111 · · 
e sc ience po11 1on. Of these. there \\ ere 

1-11 males and I 17 fe males Li ke\, ise the mai l1 oro · d 
· "" up co111 a111e 1-1 0 in the trea tment 

group and 1.3 2 in the co nt ro l group Of the '27 2 to tal pa 11 ·1c·1pa 111 · I 
111 1 1e math ponion. 13 1 

\\ere ma le and 139 \, ere fe male 

The hypo thesis or the tud~- \, as stude111 using the \\' ri te :---; 0 \, Approach \\"Ould 

silo\, grea ter academic ac hi e,·ernen t and att itude imprO\·ement than tudents in the 

co ntrol group . :\ot only\\ ere ma th and science achie\'ement noted, bu t la nguage an 

scores\\ ere tracked also in order to determine if\\ riting in the \'ariou cont em areas had 

an effect on language scores . 

The resulting science data indicated tha t student a · igned to the treatment group 

~cored better than the control group s1ude111s on open-ended questions 011 the ience te t 

I lo\\e,er. \,hile achie, emen t differences occurred on tes ts gi,·en after the 10-\\'eek 

implementation of "riting. there \,as no marked effect 011 attitude or on di trict language 

Re~ults or the math ponion pro,·ed to be more signiticant Result indicated a 

,1gni tican1 difference in attitude according to gender On a scale of one to t1,·e (lo\, to 

high). the mean rating or math atti tude for males \\a 313 The mean ra ting for female 

\,as 2 0 1 These tigures indicated tha t males tel1 more positi,·e about the implementation 

or\\riting in ma th lass than did the female 

d. · for the student who pan icipated in .-\dditionalh- the lan!.!.ua!.!.e an I tnct score . . .... --

the implementation of\\ riting in math cla ses e:d1ibi1ed a marked difference \,i rh the 

t1ca1111en1 group scoring a mean of9I 6 The control group cored a mean of -1 52 . 



These resul ts indica ted that there \\ere 11 ·
11 

·fi . 
0 

- 1::-111 1can1 changes 111 math achie,ement. 

hO\\ e, er. teachers noted the atti tudes or the nial d · 
e stu ems 1111 pro,·ed The scores on 

lan!.!uage an ~ dis tric t tes ts of all student s in the experi,,i I 
- ent a trea tmem group urpassed 

1hc scores 0 1· those in the con tro l group 

-\nothcr stud\" locu ing on eigh th grade student took place at The McCalli e 

. chool. a college prepara tor\' chool for boy in Cha tt anooga. Tenne see (Childers & 

I O\\ 1, . I 007 ) The - tud,· focu ed on imprtwing the eighth grade cience urricu lum by 

i111ple111cnting an entire , ·car or\\ ri ting ac ti, ·ities utilizing ponfolios to comple111en t 

t, pical ins truction t udent pon folios con i ted or required piece uch a a lett er and a 
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inurnal entr-· a~ \,ell as · tudent-cho en items including a fa, ·orite \\riting a ignmen t and 

ducu111cn tation or a creati, e ac ti, it,· 

13:· integrati ng \,riting into the . cience curriculum. the re earchcr noted the fac t 

that ,tudcnt~ took a 111orc acti, ·e role in their learning. a. scs. menL . and e,·alua tion_ 

\1L1dc111 int en ie\, s indicatc-d the:· \\ ere t nrly· im oh cd and excited about their learning 

\dditionall\·. ~ince students\\ rote about their learning. the re ear her. \\ er able to more 

accura tch· asses~ both teaching and learning. thu achie, ing the goal of their tudy 

d l.k I • to inteorate wri ting in to the \\ 'hile science teachers appeare more I e: =- -

tile Countr\_' haw al O no ted the benefi ts of curriculu 111 . social studies teacher. aero -



usi11g \\ riting to co rn plern em the curriculu m 

a::-sig11111e 11t s in soc ial studies cla ·es 

uc h . tudie::, e'\a rn ined the use ot' \Hi ting 

Researc hers \\ ho e:\ arnined a se, enth orad I · :::- e c ass e'\ penenced succe s \\ hen thev 

i111cura ted \\ riting int o the oc ial studies curricu lum \\ lie - d .· · - · - n stu :,. 111g a u111t on . ..\Inca 

1 ' _, 

Sw de nt \,·ere asked to \\ rit e per uasi,·e es ay ba ed upo · 1· · I d . n rn or111a11on re ate to recent 

:-- tuc.lies o r ...\fri ca \\' hil e the resea rcher ind ica ted o111e loo·, 1·,cal p obi · :::- r em concernmg 

the quali t~· o r\\ rit ing produced. it \\ as noted that student \\ ere able 10 relate \\ hat they 

had studied to th ei r,, riting ( 7\ y tra nd & Graft. 200 I) 

In a ::-i mil ar si tua ti o n in La,, re nce. Kansa. fi fth grade teachers im plemented 

\\liting int o their instruc tio n of a social studies unit on \\ .orld \\' ar II (\\' ya tt . 2001) Aft er 

the ::-tudent learned abo ut the issues related to the \,ar in Kial 1Udie and 1Udied 

\ arinus researc h techniqu e_ in English class. studen t · ,, ere in trodu ed to enior ci tizen 

in their cn rnmun ity ,, ho ,,ere \\ill ing to hare their e'\ periences duri ng \\'orld \\' ar 11 

Student s in t en ic,, ed the sen ior itizen using their technique en ountered in 

ngli,h class .-\ !ter documen ting their intenie,,s. student · ,, ere a_ked to focu _ and 

cnnc.luc t addi tional research on l ne a pec t br )Ught up during the int er-Yie \\ The 

culmina ting projec t ill\ o h ed ,, ri ting. re, isi ng. publ i hing. and pre enting the biograp hy 

of the ::-enior ci1i 1en the,· int en·ie,, ed The student al o pre en ted the addi tional 

information ga thered as a resu lt of the e'\ perience 

· · d d 11 incrca ed skill in the area of Teac he rs ill\ oked in the ac t I\ 11 y note Ill er 

spelling. grammar. punctuation. and att ention to detai l They amibut ed th i 
ucce to the 

tact tha t student s ,, ere ac ti\t.~ panicipant s in the learni ng proce -
ot only ,, ere they· 

. al · l1 l1ad to take rcspon ibili t:,.· for their lea rn ing 
111, oh ed in their learning. but the~ 
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(011sequen1l y. the student s Sa \, an au the ,t" - . 
1 rc rea on tor lea rning marl\' of historica l fac ts 

and t1gures as \\ el l as grammar and \\ ritino rul 1 = es\\ 1en they could produce a \Hitt en 

product that clear!~· touched the li\·es of others 

{ ·11!1::111g /l'nt111g 111 !111ad1sc1p/i11wy Umts 

. .\ se\·e111h grade social studie class in heboygan. \\'i consin. al O experienced 

::,,uccc::,,s \\ hen im oh-ing \\Ti ting in their classroom acti\·itie - (Nele en. 2000) The middle 

:school interdisciplinary team (composed of ocial tudie , language ans. science. and 

111a1h teacher~) embarked upon a project that in\'Oh'ed complete coopera tion acros the 

di~ciplines 

The result of thei r effons \\a a unit centered on the pre iden tial election of 1996 . 

The ::-.tudents studied the election proce . the)· al o learned to\\ rite effecti\'ely about the 

i::-.::,,ue~ Lll.paramount concern in the election . dditional \\riting acti\'itie \\ere (a) they 

\\lute and performed speeches and co111111ercials. (b) they created graph and (c) the)· 

c,,u11i11cd polling technique - utilized b)· the media 

The teac hers noted the remarkable determination and enthu ia m of their tudent s 

a::,, the, \\orkcd on the project Comment from teacher . student . parent and 

ad ministrators indicated student \,ere intrin ically 11101i,·a1ed and engaged in the 

ac ti\ ities 

I u11g11ugc .--1 rt., und Socwl .\111d1es ( 'o!luhorot1 01 , 

· h. t ·hen ocial tudies mith ( 2000 ) reponed hi findings concernrng ac re\'emen \\ 

d a Jivinu hi tory museum for eighth grade 
and l:i.nguage ans teachers collaborate to crea te = 

_ . b .· u h. , 10 life for the swdcnt 
,tudents The goal ol their \\Ork \, as to 1111= lSIOr\ 
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The teachers ill\·oh ed in the stud ,· c 11 b . _ . 
. o a orated 111 order to benet 11 their . tudent 

For e,amplc. the\' planned th ei r teachino units a d 
::::- - roun common themes Rather than 

rch·in u 0 11 their te,a book to determine the chro,,olo f I 1.- 11 h . - g>' o t 1e "' s. t e teacher work ed 

10ue1he r to de,·elop a co ll aborati,·e unit While the oc·,a1 1 ct · I ct · d · - · u 1es c as t cu e ts ues 

re lated to 3 pani cular time peri od. tudent used rele\'ant "ri ting topic in Engli h cla s. 

The English teacher foc used on" ri ting for an audience and the impon ance of 

dc1er111ining charac teristic of the audience to produce the be t po ible \\Ti t in!.!. tudent 

also learned i111 ponan t re ea rch kill as they i1we tigated to find addi ti onal info rmation 

cuncerning their topic The ocial tudie teacher then re, ·ie \\ ed the tudent s· \\ ri ting fo r 

historical accurac,· These ,, riting . " ·hich occurred o,·er the entire nine-,, eek unit. ,, ere 

co111piled for a 111useu m displa\' E,·alua tion played an in tegral pan in the proje t in that 

~tudcnts ,,ere asked to include true fac t a ,, ell a fau lt >· e"idence The tudent 

e,a,nincd eac h o ther ·s \\ Ork and determined ac urac>' b~· completing addi tional re ea rch 

tn, erit,· or dispro, e the clai m. 

13 0 th teacher. rcponed being sati.fied ,,ith the re. ult or the collaborati,·e project 

·1 l1L' Fnglish teacher en_jo,ed being able to gi,e student. authentic topic abou t ,,hicl, to 

1c-,carch and ,,ri te rather than simply mal...ing up topic tha t ,, ere ofno impo,1 ance to the 

- · · J d · ·ct 11 tha t occurred the vear after the qudcn t~ l he . oc1al stud1e~ teacher re ate an 1nc1 er . 

· I I d ' 'e,, tuden t inquired on the fir t dav of chool abou t the pro_1ect ,, a. imp emen e 1' · 

· · ·· ct h roJ·e t the\' did la t vea r ·· Word had mu eum pro_1ec t and e,pre. sed a de ,re to o t at P . · 

. • · th I occurred and it had cen ai nl 
apparcntl~· 1ra , ·cled quic kly abou t the ac tl\·111 e a · 

. . · bou t the upcomi nu vear 
generated much e,ci1e111en1 and an11c1pa 11 on a - · 
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fl 'r11111g 111 . \ lut/J ( ·;u,.,e, 

The recent push b\' the :\ational Council of Teachers ol':\ lath (:\CT:\ IJ for 

teachers to integrate\\ riting into their curriculum ca d 
1 

. 
use teac 1er across the natron to 

~carch for\\ a~·s to successfu l!\' include\\ ritino in a ub·ect 
1 1 

, 
· ::::, J area t 1a1 ias 1or years been 

,,i1hout it (\ la\ \\ell , '.WOO) In fact in the pat math 311 ct En 1·s1 I b · d - g 1 1 1a\·e een ,·re,, e a 

I\\ O differe nt \\ Orlds. one of numbers and one of words (Kolstad, Briggs. & Whalen , 

19%) 1 lcme\·er. since \Hiting in\'ol\-e rnan~· of the same thought processe utilized in 

111a1he111a1ics. it stands to reason that the t,, o should be combined Research in the area 

concerning \,riting in math clas indicated students under tood mathematical concepts 

bet ter \\hen the,· \\fOte abou t them In addition. the}· e,perienced less math an,ietv. and 

their attitudes IO\\ard math imprO\·ed \\hen they' \\ere a ked to \\'rite about mathematical 

concepts ( 1--:. olstad. Briggs. & \\'halen. I 996. \ Ii lier. I 99 I. \'orn ood & aner. 199-1 ; 

()uinn & \\ .ilson. 1997 ) The re. earcher pointed ou t th at tuden t "ho" rote about their 

math problems. regardless oh,hether or not the~· ,,ere able to ol\'e thee problem. 

e11g,1geci in higher order thinking as a result 

\\"hen laced\\ ith the idea of integrating\\ 1iting into their mathematic 

· d I I · ·d· 1° the effon hO\\ e,·er. ,, hen it cur nculum. man,· teac hers suppone t 1e t 1eo1> gut 11 =- · 

· · h I , · t ractice in their cla sroom . many came to ac tual!\' 1mple111ent1ng t et 1eo1> 111 o P · 

remained re5-ista111 According to a . urYey of elementa1>'- middle. 311d high school 

. , . d \ \'"I 11 ( 1997). many teachers referred to 
mathematics teachers conduc ted b~ Qu111n an 1 0 · 

. tance to integrating,, riting into their clas e . For time as a factor intluencing their re 1 -

. . . 1 uoh \\'ithout adding any other curricu lar 
C\arnplc. the,· felt their class time,, as ltrrnted er O = 

. _ . . d b , the amount of time it \\ ould take to 
responsibili ties In addition. the,· \,ere 1n11n1tdate ~ 
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grade th e " riting or all th eir student s on a reo ul . 
==- ar basis as \\ ell as the chall enge of 

deali ng\\ ith stude111 s \\ ho laded pro li cie l · · . .. 
n \\ nt111g ab il1t1 e \\'hil e the\' be lie, ed in the 

irn pon ance o r includin !.! "ritin!.! in the math _· 
1 - - cu n icu um and e, en pointed out that" ritino 

::-

in ma th classes helped stude111 s so lidi!,· mathe · 
1 · matica concepts. they \\ ere still not 

co 111 fo n ab le implementing \\Titin!.! in their classes d 
1 

• -
- ue to t 1e lime fac tor Although fac tors 

regardi ng time and,, riting deficienci es hindered som I h c · • e eac er 1rom 1mplement1ng 

\\ ri ting in their classes. it hould be noted that man~· other teacher decided 10 take the 

risk and int roduced "riting int o their cl a rooms 

·,111:,.: ./()!m1u/.1 111 .\ fu t/, ( ' /ussn 

The merging o r mathematics and \\ ri ting came as no urprise 10 researcher who 

e, amined pic toria l jou rn al ,, riting. ,, ri ting in math cla s that in\'Oked pictu re . ·ymbols. 

numbers. and manipulati, ·e_ to bette r unde u and mathematical concept Thi 

111ul 1imodal. i111 erac1i, c approac h to ma1he111a1i - increased ,·i ual imagery. , ·erbalization. 

,111d co1111cc tio ns 10 perso nal e:-:peri ence . in turn. the e, perience engaged the tudent s in 

their learning ( ti, . 199-1 ) 1ude111 s \\ho pose ed a t~·pe ofo" ner hip of the learn ing 

:1l~u e,pcrienced highe r le, els or 111a1he111 a1i ca l confidence and be1ter retent io n of 

mathema tical concept. 

1i, ( 19 9-l ) no ted the impon ance or stu de nt ,, riti ng and teacher re ponse He 

· • · 11 d ob er\'a ti on that happened in noted the d1 f1crence bet,, een the typ1 ca ecture an 

. . 1 · I e 1ted J·ournal writing into the 1rad111ona l math cla ses and the clas ·es I ia t 1111 p em 1 -

. b · · 1 ,,·as ea ier for teacher to not ice 
curriculu m \\ 'hen student s ,, ro te their o er\'a llon · 1 

d 
. 1-0n Thu lea rni n!.! in the math la roo m 

mi ·conceptions or maste~ re late to 1nstruc 1 · -



becarne more ofa dialo!.!ue bet,\een tl,e d - Stu ent and ti h ,e teac er rather th an _tri cth· a 

nwnolo!.!ue of the teacher,, ho stn., ""led I d 1 - :::::::: o rea I 1e bod\' Ian d , . . guage an lac ,al e,prcssions 
ot' the ~tudents 

The, isualization and , ·erbalization proce c- d · 
es 1ou n 111 cla · rooms \.\ here journal 

\\ ritin!.! \\ as present plawd an imponant role in the de,·elop 1 1 f' 1.·11 · b I I - · I 1en O Si-I _ lrl Ol 1 mat 1 

and \\ ritin!.! The , ·isualization of mathematical concept on·er a ··b ·d b I - n ge e1,, een 11e 

concrete and abstrac t thinking·· of tudents ( ti, . 199-1) The pre ence of, ·erbalization 

helped ~tudent 10 restate\\ hat the:, had learned. therefore. tudent e,perien ed more 

,m oh l'd learning. 

'\om nod and Carter ( 199-1) also reponed the _ucce __ es of impleme111ing journal 

\\li ting. into mathematic~ The data from the stud:· indi1.:a1ed e,·eral beneficial LLe of 

inu111al ~ in the math cla. s including a. pan of the initial et. a a re,·ie\\ing 1001. a · a pre-

ll',t ing. tool 10 a_ sess current kno" ledge before in tructi on. or a a tool to identify the 

lll'l'd lt)r remedi al instruction Researchers noted the impon ance 01· 1he _tudent taking 

m, ner..,hip or thei r _journals and ~ug.gested student s create co, ers for their jou rnal The 

O\\ 11e1 ~hip o f I heir journals encouraged rcsponsibilit:· and helped 10 engage the tu dent 

111 thl' ac1i, ities 

Like,\ ise. \ 1iller ( I qq I) offered ugge tion for making the implementation of 

· · · · 1. hi • The paradi om shift in mathematic ha _ \\11t111g. 11110 the math curriculum \\ Ori- moot > :::: 

- J · rioh1and\,ron°and10,,ardan Lk111a11d ed a 1110, l'ment a" a:· from the emp ias,_ on :::: :::: 

· _ · . I . d Con equentl\'. \\ riting used a a dialogue 
l'111pha~, ~ 011 the concl'pt ua I proce~se. 1 tn o 'e - · 
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bet \, ee 11 student s and teac her or as a channel r d 
' or Stu ent s \\ ho \\ Ould not normal! \' a k 

questi ons to be able to \\ ri te their question pro\·ed 
ucce sfu l in ma ny ca es 

/11h'gm11011 of ll'nti11g w ,d l 'i:c!uw/ogy 

\\ 'hile technology \\ a origina lly \' ie\\.ed a a \\ ay 10 pri nt or pub Ii h student 

\\ ri ting. Peck and Dorrico tt ( 199..J ) poi nt ed ou t that thi s , ·iew ha changed 
1ng 

technology as an integral pan of the \\ riting proce enhanced the quali ty a \\ ell a the 

qua ntit\' o f \Hi ting and think ing the tuden t practiced The au thor reponed benefi ial 

re~ul b associa ted "ith using\\ ord proce sing program to facilita te " riting Th e 

be nefit s included a dra tic reduction in the fear or \\riting \,hen a comput er ,, a u ed . 

Like\, i e. due to studen t perceptions that ,, riting on the compu ter i more temporary than 

1, riti ng 1, ith pen and paper. th e:, 1, ere mor likeh to take ris k · related to both 

g1 an1111a tica l usage and crcati,·e 1, riting tudent rcponed a greater ea e in the ac tua l job 

0 1· ke~ boa rding compared to hand 1, ri ting Final I~·. perhap the 111 0 t impon ant a. pec t or 

llllL'gra ting tcchnolog~· and "ri ting reponed by Pe k and De rri cott ( 199-l ) docu ment 

gc11cra ted from a comput er ga ,·c stud ents a grea ter feeling or acco mpli hment than tho e 

p1 0Juced trad itional!~ 

I eclu10/ogy u., u ( ·011111111111cu11m 1 I oo! 

\\ 'ep11er, 13 almont and Thurlo,, (2000) di cussed the imponance or u ing 

- · · Tl · oint ed to , ·ariou re earch regarding tec hno log~· a. a too l tor,, n t, ng de, ·elopment iey P 

. . - . . . ' , F xam le wri ter made re\\er mechanical the 1111eg rat1on o t ,, nt1ng 1, 1th technolo!,.) ore. P · 

_ . iti on Like,, i e, teacher ,,ho utilized error~ 1, hen I he,· u ed a comput er tor their com po 
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a ,arie1 ,· of sofi,,are in their classrooms r d 1 - . . . . epone I 1e pre ence of more au thentic \\1'1t1ng 

01111or1unities for their s1uden ts The presence ot'botl11 . d · 1 • ft e"1 an ,·1sua s 111 so ,, are 

l)roura rn s 1ha1 required ,, ritinv. led 10 oreater crea 11·,.1·t,· ·11 t d · · - - =- . I s u em \\Tltlllg. 

The in1egra1ion of'' riting im o the technology cu rriculum was panicularly 

encouraging for 1'ichols. \\' ood. and Rickel man (200 I) Compu1ers in the clas room 

tl1 ~1crcd purposeful com municati on and implementa1ion of ,,Titing. a ,,ell a pro"ided 

11101i,·a1ion b:-,· reducing the boredom general\~· a ociated ,, ith \\Tiling By using 

collaborati,·e "riting ac1i , ·i1ie . . teacher in 1he 1echnology cla e met the need of more 

-,1uden1s . tudents ,,ho . truggled \\'ilh the 1ypical \\'riting. a ignment \\ ere gi,·en a ne\\ 

chance 10 refine and impro,·e their kill by u ing. technology The u e of ompu1er to 

enwurage s1ude111s to" rite prm·ided for purpo eful communication in 1he te hnology 

cl ass 

lf'rtllll_l; Ill .\/11\/C ( 'fll\\ 

Fiflh and si,th grade student ,,ere the loCLI. of a re earch . tudy conducted by 

l'l l1 ,,e1s (2000 ) The studen t studied mu ical \\Ork . and their compo er The cont rol 

· · · · I · · , I lo\\e\er 1he e" perimental group 
g1oup -,1111pl:-,· lts1encd 10 the music ,,1t 1out \\rtt111g · 

. . . 
1 

.
1 1. _ · Pt the mu ical election They \\e,-c 

produced "rnten descnp11on . " 11 e 1 1en1n=- o 

. . . . another person O 1ha1 per on could 
11 i-,1ruc1cd 10 make no tes de cnb1ng the mu ic to 

. . > . d cri iion. a ta k tha1 required Ii ternng. 
1ccog1117e the music based on the ,, n tt en e P 

1hi11king. and ,,riting 
. , a red to detern1ine "hat role "ri1 ing 

The results on 1he liste111ng IC t '' ere con p 

.. - . The researchers noted ho,, I he tudenl 
abou1 music pla:-, ed in re1en1ion ol intormauon 
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,, ri tin_!! seemed to enhance the n1u - 1c curriculum F 
or e,ample. student descripti ons 

included terms di scussed in th eir music class 
1 

.. 
· n additi on. the resea rchers noted the 

e,ce ll ent use of metaphor in the desc rip1·0 Tl 1 ns. , e resea rcher assen ed that music is 

indt>t>d an e.\: ce ll e111 ,, ay to i111 eurate ,, ri tino · 
1 

. 
- .:, 1111 0 11e curri culum as it not only pro\'ided a 

-pringboa rd fo r ,,riting, but it also enhanced the · I I · . . 
mu ica ea rn111g obJ eCll\'es 

Routrnan ( 199-1 ) ugue ted other,,. , f · · • • . 
- a) so inco rporating language 111struc11on into 

the mus ic class . E.\:a111ple noted included ha\'ino stude t , · · -.:, n ,, nt e sum manes ot the 

ins truc ti onal materi al in the form of a ono and sei1 ·1no tude ,t . · · · 
.:, =i 1 ,, nt ing to music as an 

oppor1 unity to di scuss rhyth111 . By combining \\'riting and mu ic. the teacher addre sed 

,·arious lea rning styles and engaged the lea rner 

/111egm11011 of ll'ri1111g u11cl Heu/th /11stm c.: 1io11 

Jenkins ( 199 1) suggested the in tegratio n of,, riting into hea lth education by using 

limerick a .. icebrea kers .. o r int roductory ac ti\·iti es in the hea lth cla room fapress i\'e 

,, ri ting helped tude nts use hi gher ord er thinki ng kill and e\'en look beyond the obviou 

to l1 nd a more sop hi sti cated ,, ay of, ·ie,,ing the i ue The re ea rcher·s e.\:perience 

indica ted ,, riting. espec ia l!>· limerick ,, riting. was a panicul arly helpful tra tegy fo r 

~t udents \\ ho ,, ere usuall \' not crea ti,·e in the typical hea lth class . 



CHAPTER Ill 

rvl ETHODOLOGY A D PROCED RES 

The purpo e of thi tudy was to determ· th er f · · · · me e e11ects o 1mplement1ng writing 

acros the curriculum in the eighth grade ocial studie cla on tudent writing 

ac hie,·ement The school Y tem from which the tudent were elected for the tudy wa 

loca ted in a rural school di trict consisting of five chools including one high chool. one 

K- 12 school. one K-8 school , one K-3 school , and one junior high school (grade 4 

th rough 8) Permission "a obtained from the u tin Peay tate Uni\'ersity Office of 

Grant · and ponsored Program , the In titutional Re,·ie, Board and College of Graduate 

tudics ( ee . ..\ppendi.\ A- I) Like\\·i e, pennis ion to conduct the tudy \\"a al o 

ob tained from the appropria te ystem ad mini trat ors . ( ee ppendi.\ A- I) 

The school in \\"hich the tud y ,,a conducted served an area \\'here 9°10 of the 

population \\ as belo,\ po,·eny le,·el according to the 1999 . Censu . Additionally, 

according 10 information collected from the chool y tem. 49°0 of the chool population 

recci, ed free/ reduced lunche during the 1000-100 I chool year. Likewise, the . chool 

populati on included 90 . 7° o auca ian, 7. 7°10 Black. 1.2% Hi panic, and 0-3~0 · ian 

students . 

. . -
1 

t dy , ere cha en from the ample 
The tudents selected to part1c1pate 111 t ,e u 

d 
.. d 

1
. ed chedulino provided hetero!..!.eneously 

group of 120 eighth grade tudent s. In 1,·1 ua 12 = -

. d I tino 'i3 minute . The tudent \\'ere 
grouped homerooms ,\ith each cla s peno a = -



di\ ·ided int o 11\ e sec ti on for soc ial studies classe . The 
tudent s \\ ho panicipated in the 

st ud\· b\· practicing the in-class,, riting trateQ.ie d 
1 

. . . 

. ~ an comp et111g the postte t \\Tiling 

assessment \\'ere cho en ba ed on pa rem al con ent and pe. 
1 

.
11

. . . 
rsona w1 111gness to pan1c1pate 

in th e swdv Students ,,·ho had permi sion from their pare 
1 

· - -
1 - n to pantc1pate 111 t 1e tudy 

"ere asked 10 complete student a ent forms ( ee ppendix -2) Lelters were ent 

home \\ith students to inform parents of the purpo e of the study a well a to explain the 

format of the stud,· and ho\\· the information gathered would be utilized . The let1er 

requested formal consent from the parent for the child. panicipation in the tudy. 

includi ng confidential acce to the tudents· 200 1 T-Cap Writing A es ment score and 

the result o f the po 11e I to be conducted at chool. ( ee Appendix -3) wdents who 

retu rned the parental con ent form recei,·ed a bonu point added to their home\\'ork 

a, erage in soc ial studie . regardless or the deci ion to panicipate in the study. 

I he Jireh'SI 

. wdent scores from the 200 1 T-Cap Writing r\ e ment \\'ere examined to 

de termine a pretest score core "ere ba ed upon the Tenne ee Writing A e sment 

. coring Rubri c. 

6-0ut standing - High degree or proficiency 

='- tro ng - Clear proficiency \\'ith minor error 

...\-Competent -
Proticienc \\'ith errors in mechanics or u age 

3-Lirnited - d Of proficiency but clearly flawed ome egree • 

Limited proficiency \\'ith seriou error 

I -Deficient - d tal deficiencie . incoherent. or unde\·eloped 
fun amen 



-

The postt e t \\ riting prompt was el ect d . 
e to assess the stude111 s current writino 

.::, 

abi lit\' based upon the tare appro\'ed rubric Th . . . 
· e prompt \\ as designed by the re ea rcher 

1o dup lica te the fo rmat and diffi cult v level of the ,oo i TC .. 
- - - ap Wntmg A sessment. 

pec ial att ention \,·as gi,·en to con truct the prompt · · . 
111 a manner similar 10 the ample 

prompts pro , ·ided by the Tennes ee tate Depanment of Ed 
1
· (S , d. 

8 uca 10 11 . ee .-.ppen rx ) 

I httu ( ·u/lL'ctim , 

.--\ II eighth g rade student s ,, ere a sembled and gi\'en information regarding rhe 

re ·earc h stud:-,· Each stude nt recei,·ed I\\ O copies of the in formation (a per a nal copy and 

a research co p:-,· mark ed \\'ith -- :-, ·es .. or .. no .. fo r parti cipati on in the resea rch study) . 

T" o " eeks fo li o" ing the initi al meeting, the researcher mer \\'ith al l eighth grade 

student s .--\II student s \\'ere gi,·en a student a ent fo rm: ho" e,·er, only tho e rudent 

"hose paren ts agreed to allo" them 10 pa rti cipa te and "ho per anal ly " ished to 

participate in the stu d:-, · \\ ere asked to sign the as ent fo rm All a ent fo rms. \\'hether 

completed or not. " ere co ll ected in o rd er 10 assu re confi denti ality fo r student s \\'ho cha e 

not to pa rti cipate 

Student s " ere ass igned 10 a control group or an experiment al group ba ed upon 

their cla ·s sched ul e. Stud ent in the control group did not complete addit ional ,,-ri ring 

assi!.!n ment s durin u the stud y tudent s ass igned to the experiment al groups practiced 
~ ~ . 

. . . . . I d. to their social studie classes rra tegres "nt1ng u. 111g the stra tegies rmp emenre 111 



inc lu ded lea rnin!.! IO!.!S. !.!raphic orua 11 ·rzers 
1 - - - ::- - suc i as K-\\ ' L . - chans and \,·ebbi ng. and daily 

questions . 

1-\t the end of the six \\ eeks period 11 . 
1 1 · a erg 111 grade students, regard less of 

1,·hether the:-,· chose to participate in the stud,· b . h .-
1 

. 
-' :-, a, rng I 1e1r scores reponed. ,, ere 

ad mini stered the post test The papers of the participants in the study were as igned 

numbers to ensure student confidenti ality 

.--\ !.!roup of teacher cho en bv the researcher was tra· d 1 · - . rne o sco re expository 

25 

essa\'s using the state of Tennes ee guidelines Anchor paper provided by the Tennes ee 

State Department of Education a \\'ell as the state rubric \\ ere utili zed in the trainino 
=-· 

Teachers e,·aluated and discu sed sample anchor papers \\'ritten by seventh grade 

studen t from , ·arious areas of the state. Explanati ons \\·ere discussed for the a signed 

scores pro,·id ed by the state department Teachers initially examined posttest e says of 

those sllldents \\·ho chose not to ha, ·e their scores reported in the study. Thi enabled the 

team to, ie \\ essa :-,·s \\Tit ten on the post test \\'riting prompt. The practice scoring 

continued until all teachers agreed upon the assigned scores for ten of the ample paper . 

The teachers then scored thee says of those students " ·ho participated in the 

~tud,· \\' hile there" ere three teachers present in addi ti on to the re earcher, on ly t\\'O 

· d J - 1·ed to read an es av onlv if the ot her teac her read each essay The thrr teac 1e1 " a as" - . 

C ti , teachers ro tated sco rin" in order t 1, o teachers did not agree on the score onsequen )- =-

d d d d core sheet to mai nt ain to pro, ·ide numerous breaks. Scores \\·ere recor e on a co e 

studems· pri,·ac\ . (See .--\p pe ndi:--: C) 
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Swtnticu l l'u,cccl11re., 

Essa,· scores assessed b\' the ra tino tea m of· 
1 

• 
· · -=- teac 1ers were exa rn111ed. The number 

or aureei nu score - ,,·as co mpared to the total nu 111 ber of d · d 
- - e says score 1n or er to 

de termi ne int er- ra ter reli abi lit\·. 

The scores ob tained on the 200 1 T-Cap Writ ing Assessment ,, ere compared to the 

scores 0 11 the postt est admini stered by the resea rcher . The postt est scores ,vere separated 

according to the cont ro l group and individual treatment groups Differences in mean 

scores,, ere noted to determine ,, hat effec t_ if any. the im plement ati on of each \\'riting 

~trateg,· had on ,,ri ting ac hi e\·ement. 

In addi tio n. student scores \\'ere e:-.:a mined to determine to \\'hat extent gender and 

race had on the resul ts The mean score for ma le pa rti cipan ts ,, as compared to the mea n 

~cnre for remale pan icipa nL in the cont rol group and trea tment group in order to 

determine if there \\'ere an\' siv.nifi can t di fference in score based upo n gender. co res 

d · I t e had 011 tudent s · cores in each "ere also e-..: arnined to et ermine to ,,. ia t e-..: ten rac 

group 
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CHAPT ER I\ . 

DATAA DRESU LTS 

I )enwgruphics 

O l'the 120 student \\'ho co mpleted ti - · · ,e P0stte I. :,9 pat11c1pated in the study 

includ ing 28 (-t 7°o ) fe male_ 3 I (53 % ) males 'i (80 ) A c:· A • -
- • 0 1ncan- .'"'mencan student s. and :,4 

(92° o) Caucasian student s. 

or the co nt ro l group class or 29 student _ 13 tudent s parti cipated in the study 

includ ing 9 (69°0) males and -t (3 1° 'o) females Th ree student s (23°0) \\'ere identifi ed a 

:-\ fr ican-Ameri ca n. 

01· the 23 stu dent in the Treatment Group A that utili zed K-W-L chat1 to 

prac tice \\ riting in their oc ial studies class, 12 student s pat1i cipated in the tudy 

inc ludi ng 3 (25°0) male and 9 (7 5°',.o) fe male . All tudent s in thi class were identified 

as Caucasian. 

or the 2-t stude nt s in the Trea tment Group B that practi ced \\'ri ting by using 

\,ebb ing in social studies clas _ I I student s pa t1i ci pated in the study incl uding 7 (640,o) 

male and -t (36oo) fe males. One tudent ( .09%) in thi s clas was classified as frican-

.-i. merica n. 

Of the 20 students in the Treatment Group C that utilized learning logs to 

· · · I d d f IO students who participated in the 
compl1111 ent their social studi es lessons inc u e 0 

• · . uall , di vided according to gender 
tud\· The student s in thi s par1 1cular group ,, ere eq ) -



,, it h 5 ( 50° o) males and 5 ( 500.0) females. 
One student ( I oo ) · l . 

o 111 t 1e class \\'as ide ntifi ed 
as . .\ frica n-...\ 111 eri can 

Of the 2-1 student in the Trea tment Gr D I . . 
oup 1131 implemented a daily question. 

13 swde nt s pa rti cipated in the stud v includin" 7 ('i-10 . 
· "' - 0 ) males and 6 (-1 6~ o) females All 

swdent s in thi s group were class ifi ed as Cau casian 

!11tl'r-m1a N. c: liuh1/i1_1 

Essa~· scores e, aluated by the rating tea m of teachers \\'e re examined. An inter

ra ter reliab ilit y coefli cient " a ca lcul ated to be .86. 

< itDll/1 .\cures 

\ lean scores ,, ere ca lcula ted in , ·arious ,, ays The co nt rol group· s score \\'ere 
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calculated . All of the trea tment groups \\ere combined to determine the mean core fo r 

all treatme nt s. Then eac h trea tment group \\'a exa mined indi , ·idua lly to determine to 

,, hat e\ ten t the implemen tati on of each stra teg~· affec ted" riting achie, ·ement 

( ·rl/l /W/ ( itDII/ J 

\ lea n scores fo r bo th the pretest and postt e t ,, ere calcula ted fo r the co nt ro l 

gro up The 200 l T-Cap Writing As es ment ser,ed a the pretest: the mean score of 4.2 

Tl re on the po tt est fo r the cont rol \\ as calcula ted fo r the cont ro l group 1e mea n sco 

I dd
. . t st and po tte 1 mean scores we re also calcul ated group \\'3 3 8. n a 1t1on. pre e 

d · I cont rol orou p recei,·ed a\'era!..(ed 4.0 
accord ing to gende r and race \ tale stu ent s 111 tie = -

f 1 'i Po tt est scores. ho,,·e\'er. 
I - I d cored an a,·eraoe o -t . - . on t 1e pretest "hi le fern a e stu ent s s = 
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did 1101 differ a much Tl ie mean score fi b or oth n1al d r . . e an iemale student 
It ,s 1111 erestin !.! to note ti . . son the po tt est 

- ie s1g111fi ca nt diff . 
- . . erence in pretest and po tt e I mean 

lor Caucasian and Afri ca n- me · nca n student in the control o . ::,roup Caucasian student s 

n:::cei,·ed the mean core of-I , h - on t e prete t and -I O on the - . . . postt est. However, the 

. ..\lnca n-Amenca n student s recei\'ed 1 t ,e mean score of -I 0 · on the pretest and 3.0 on the 

pos11est 

Juhle -I- I JJre test UII(/ JJoslln t i\l" £tll (' · ~ • )COr l!s 

-
G1011µ l;il e 

I 

i\ la le I Fern ;ile Female Ca 11 a ian Cauca ian Afri an- Afri an Total 

Pre te t I Po tte t I Pret t Po ll est Pr te t Po tt e t Americ rn Americ rn Pretest 

I 
I 

I I 
Pr t t Po tt e t 

C0ntrol ..j () ~ - ~ ..j :'i I :; X -1 _1 -I _() -i .0 13.0 
I 

-i .2 

.-\ ..j 7 ..j.., ..j ..j I -i X l -l :'i -i .X I ----- ---- ..j :'i 

f3 ..j ~ ..j _(, 
·' X 

..j -~ l .u I .u :; () -i .O -i . 1 

I I I I 

C ..j () I -i -i I ..j -i I ..j ..j 1-1 2 \ n .HJ -i .O -i .2 

D -i .) I -i o ..j 7 1n I _. 2 I n ----- ----- -i .-i 

-

I l"t 'u//11 c111 ( ;um;1, 

Trea1rne nt Group A util ized K-\\'-L Chart in the ocia l studi e cla s. Prete t and 

posuest means " ere al o ca lc ulated for thi s cla accordi ng to totals and gender. 

l lm,e,er, race \\a not con idered a facto r in thi s cla becau e all participant were 

classi ti ed a Cauca ian , The pretest mean score for thi group was -I 5; the po 11 e t mean 

~core,, as -I 8. \\ 'hen core \\ ere con idered acco rding to gender, male tudent 

achie\·ed identical mea n core of -t 7 on both the prete t and the postt e t Female 

Iuden ts. ho\\ e, ·er. achie, ·ed a mean core of -4.-1 on the prete t and -I on 1he po tt est 

Tota 

Postt 

_, _x 

I 
-i X 

.u 

-i-i 

-i .2 
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Treatment Group 8 used \\'ebb ino 1 . 
:::- o compliment their social studi es curricu lum 

The pretest 111ea11 score for thi s group \\'as ·l 1 : the pos11es1 mean score \\'as -l 5. When 

scores ,, ere exa mined accord ino 10 !.!,ender 
1 - =- ~ , ma e stude111 had a pretest mean sco re of -l .3, 

and female student s had a mea n score of 3 8 p . 
. . o tt e t cores improved for both groups 

The male student s ea rn ed a postte t mean score of 4 6 1 
c 

- - I 1e 1emales earned a po 11 e t mean 

score of-U . The Cauca ian student s in the clas rec · , d 
e1, e a pretest mean core of -l .2 and 

a posrt est mean score of --l .S. The frican-Arnerican studen t in the class earned a pretest 

~core ot"3 .0 and a postte t score of 4.0. 

Treatment Group C wrote in lea rning logs a pan of their ocial rudi es 

i11s1ruc1ion . The pretest mea n core for these studen t \\'a -l .2: the posrt e I mean ,,·a -l .-l . 

\\" hen the score ,, ere exa mined according 10 gender. the pretest mean for male student s 

"as -I U ,, hil e their post test core was --l .--l . Like\\'i e, female tudem earned a mean 

score of-I -1 : ho\\ e,·er. the po .. tt est score for female tuden ts remained unchanged at -l .-l . 

.-\ 11 c\a111i11a ti o 11 o r scores accord ing to race resu lt ed in a prere t mean score of -l .2 and a 

p0!--llest mean of--l .3 for Cauca ian 1uden1 The African-American tudent in rhi 

trca1111e11t group ea rned a pretest score of--l 2 and a po rtest core of -l .--l 

Trea t111 ent Group D responded in ,,-ri ring 10 a daily que ti on posted by the 

· · Tl t t ean score for thi 0 roup wa 111:-,1ructor as pan or the social studies le on 1e pre es 111 = 

. • ,-, \Vhen core were e\ami ned according 10 -I -1. ho,,·e,·er. the postt e t mean score ,,a ➔ - - -

re was -l ? and their po tt est mean core wa 
gender. the male student · prete t mean sco - -

-1 0 Like,, ise. the female student . scores on the pretest a\'eraged -1 . 7: their po tt e r 

fi 1 · group because all stud e111 ,,·ho 
mean ,, a_ --l 3. Race "as not considered a fac tor or 111 

· - . ·ct ·fi d as Caucasian . pan1c1pa1ed 111 the stud~- " ere 1 ent1 1e 
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\\ .hen the trea tment groups \\·ere con idered a a whole. the mean pretest core 

. d't•'r rnined to be -l 3. the po tt est sco re \\ a calculated a -l -l . When di sauureuated ,, a~ I: ~ -- -

_ ·d·111 o to u.ender. male student s in the treatment group received a mean score of -l .2 
acLOI = -

I e !
)retest and -l .-l on the postt est. Likewi e. female tudent s in the treatment group 

Oil t l -

· ·ed a mean score o f-l .-4 on the pretest and 4 5 on the po ttest. 
rec et\ 



CHAPTER\' 

S L' \ I \ I..\ RY CO'.': CL . IO:--,; S 
. · · A\JD RECOi\'l\'IENDATIONS 

Thi stud,· ,, as conducted to determine to \\'hat e:,,:terit ti · I · f . . 1e 11np ementat1on o 

"riting strategies int o the eighth grade classroom affected \\'riting achie\'ement A 

posnest si milar to the pretest. the 200 I T-Cap \\'riting Asses rnem . \\a designed to 

a~sess the" riting achie,ement of eighth grade student This po ttest pro,·ided the 

rc~earche r "ith a " riting sample imilar in nature 10 the sample scored by the tale 

Depan 111 en t of Educati on during the pre,·ious chool year Postte t scores " ·ere compared 

to pretest sco res to determine if the utilization of \\riting strategies in the ocial tudie 

cla.;;sroom had an influ ence on the" riting achie,·ement of the student s 

( ·0 11c/11.,1m1s 

ed to determine the e:,,:tent to "hich implementing wrr11ng Thi s ques ti on \\ as po 

ffi d student · ,,-ritinu abilitie While 
stra tegies into the middle school cla sroom a ecte -

of those tudents in the 
there ,,a a slight difference ( 6-4) bet\\'een the poSlteSI core 

·1 a determined that 
Colllpared to tllose students in the control group. , ,,· treatment group 

There fo re. ,,-riting across the 
there,, as no ignificant difference in the score · 
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curri culum. _pec ifi ca ll y in the eiv.hth orad . 
- ::, e soc ial studies clas . . 

S, did 11 0 1 1111pro,·e \\'ritinu 
ac liic,e 11 1ent among these student s. ::, 

Resea rch qu esti on t,, o e:-; amined the infl 
1 

. 
uence eac 1 panicul ar writino strate"v 

:::, :;:; 

appeared to ha,·e on stud ent \\Titing achi evement WI ·1 · · • . 
· 11 e ll is import ant to consider that 

there \\as 0 11I \' a sli ght difference (0 .6) between the score f I d s o t 1e stu ent who 

l1anicipated in the trea tment v.roups and the control uroup th · 
1 

· h - ::, . e co res w111111 t e 

i11di , idua l trea trnent groups \\ ere note\\·orthy For e:-;ample, student s who \\ ere in 

Trea tmen t group C. "ho irnpl emented Learning Logs into the soc ial studie cla . 

recei , ed the hi ghest mea n score on the postt e t writing asse ment. While fe male 

students· mea n sco res remained the sa me at --1 .--l ; male student s, Caucasian student s. and 

.-\1-rican-. .\rnerican student s· mean scores increa ed . Lik e\\·ise. implementi ng writ ing 

across the cu rri culum see rn ed to be least effecti,·e fo r Treatment Group D, the tudent s 

"ho respo nded to a Dail:, Questi on. Within thi s treatment group each demographic 

ca tego r\' or stude nt s dec reased their mean score from the pretest to the postt est " ·ith the 

l'\cepti on or Caucasia n stude nt s " ·ho increased only slightly(. l ). 

. . . 1 • d t t d there \\·ould be no difference in The hypo the 1s 1m·est1 gated fo rt 11 s stu "! s a e 

I . . . · . · · 0 in the social studi es cl as room 1 ie "nt 1ng ac h1 e, ·e111en1 of student s who practice" nlln::, 

I 
. . ted ba ed upon e:-;aminati on of the data 

and those who do not. Thi hypot 1es1s 1s accep 

collected in the eighth grade soc ial studie classes 



As a result o r the da ta coll ected in thi s fi eld study. the fo llo\\'ing 

- 1111enda ti ons " ere proposed : rt'con 

1t is recommended that the study be conducted o,·er a longer period of time in 

order to accurately measure student ' writing abilitie 

-, It is reco mmended that the study be implemented ,,·ith a larger ample group 

10 include student s from more di Yer e populati ons. 
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Appendi, A- I 

Letters of Appro,·al of Research ·tudy 



10 vembe r 2, 2001 

Susan Irons 
clo Ann Harris 
Education Dep t. 
APSU Box 4545 

Austi_n ~eay State University 
I nst1tut1onal Review Board 

RE: Your appl ication dated Sep tember 20, 2001 regarding study number 02-011: The 
Effect of Implementing Wri ing St rategies in o Conten Areas (Austin Peay State 
University) 

Dear f.~s . Irons : 

Thank you for your response to requests from a prior review of your application for the 
new study lis ed abo e. 

Congratula ions 1 Th is is to confirm th at your application is no N fully approved . The 
pro ocol is appro ed th rough one calendar year . The consent form submi led\ ith your 
applica tion is appro ed . You must obtain signed\ ritten consent from all subjects. 
Th is appro al is subject to APSU Policies and Procedures go erning human subjects 
research . You may van to re ie · this po licy which can be ie ed on the APSU 
·1ebsi ea : ·: 'J2.apsu.edu 1 ._, •; · /compu ter/ policy/2002.htm 

You are granted permiss ion to conduc your study as most recently described effective 
immedia ely. The s udy is subject to continuing revie v on or before October 22 , 2002, 
unless closed before that date. Enclosed please find the forms for report ing a closed 
s udy and for requ es ing appro al of continuance. 

Please no e Iha any chang es to the s udy as appro ed must be promp ly reported and 
approved. Some changes may be appro ed by exped i ed re ie'; others require fu ll 
boa rd re 1ie . If you ha ,e any ques ion s a all do no hesi ate to con act Lou Beas ley 
(221-6380; fax 221-7595; email: beasleyl @apsu.edu) or any member of the APIRB. 

Again, thank you for your cooperat ion ith the APIRB and the human research rev ie 
process. Bes wishes for a successful study! 

Since rely, 

·/' I /J 
'X _c !( ½1 l · /_J:_ r:_ (_(//1 

Dr. Lou . Beas ley ~ 
Chair, Austin Peay lnst i u ional Re 1ie ·; Board 



October 4, 200 l 

i\1r. Jimmy Long 
Hump hreys Cou nt y Board of Education 
\\' averl y, Tennessee 37 185 

Dea r 1r. Long, 

75 College St. South 
McEwen, Tennessee 3 7 Jo I 

I a~1 currently working toward my Edu cati on Specialist degree at Aust in Peay State 
Un1vers1t y. As a part of my program of study, I am currently enroll ed in Education 
6050 Seminar on Research. I am required to design and conduct a research study. 

\ 1y proposed stud y invo h·es examining the effects of implementino writi no ac ross 
the curricul um into the st11 

g rade social studi es classroom on stu de~ts ' wri~ing 
achievement 1att Herbert has agreed to assis t me in my research by all owi ng me 
to use student s in his soc ial studi es classes for my research Likewise, Mr. Reid has 
ap proved the pro posed project. 

To summarize the study, selec ted classe will utilize wri ting stra tegics in additi on to 
their regular soci al studie curricu lum Other classes will not uti lize the stra tegies. 
Students will then take a posttest wri ting assessment to measure thei r writ ing 
abilities. These papers will be scored using the state rubric . The postt est scores will 
then be compared to pretest scores to detern1ine what difference, if any, the 
implementat io n of writing strategies into the social studies classroom made on 
wri ting achic,·ement 

As part of my research study, parental consent and student consent will be ob tained. 
Only those student whose pa rent s approve their participa ti on and who are 
persona lly ,,i lling to participate wi ll be considered in the stu dy I would like to use 
the f ebruary '.WOO i h grade scores from the T-Cap Wri ting Ase sment as the 
pretest score in my tudy . lndi,·idual student names or identifying fac tors will not 
be utilized as only summary information \\ ill be report ed in order to protect student 
confiden tiality. 

Pica e consider my request to conduct my research study as described You may 
con tact me at school or at home at (93 I) 582-3930 if you need addi tional 
info rmati on conce rn ing the study. I am looking forwa rd to your response. Thank 
you fo r taking the time to consider my reque t 

ince rely, 

u an Parn el l Iro ns 
cc 1' 1 r. Reid 

:--1r . Curt is 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ...... 
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----



Assent Fo rm fo r 8th G _ d S 1 a e tudents 

You are being asked to panicipate in a res h d 
oka \ for ) 'O U to take pan in the study but we ne dearc Siu Y-_ ~our parent h:we said it was 

- . . . , e :, our pem11s s1o n o g h d Tl. . 
design ed to fi nd out 1f pra ct ,ctnQ writing in the social t d. l O a ea 11s study 1s 
better writers. - s u ,es c as room helps students become 

Your score on th e 7th Grade T-Cap \\' ri in Asse· ·11 b 
I · S ssmen w, e u ed to detennine how 

well you current y \\T1te . ome of 1r. Herbert ' s social studies cl -11 . . . . 
f -:-,.,,( H b , . asses \~1 practice \\TIiing in 

cl2ss Some o , ·tr. er ert s classes will not be practicing writing At tl· d f l . k . ,. . . 1e en o t 1e s,x wee ' S 
you will be asked to t~l'i:e a posttest This ~ost es will be similar to the T-Cap \Vritina. ' 
Assessment you taok_ tn the 7th grade . This pos test wil l be scored like the 7th Grade-test ; 
l? wever, your tes wil l not be sent elsewh~re to be cored. A team of tea •her from your school 
wil l evalua te your papers. The teachers w1 ll NOT kn ow who wrote the papers because all names 
will be rem oved before the papers are scored. 

Your participati on will he lp re searchers knov,' if wri ting in classes other than English will 
hel p students become better writers The summary results of th is study wi ll be used to help 
te2chers at yo r school decide if writing should be taught in thei r clas es. 

You are not req uired to participate in the tudy If you decide not to panicipate. your 
scores from the 7th Grade T-Cap Writing Assessmen will not be included in the study. You wi ll, 
r.o we\·er. s ill be re.quired to comple te all assignment given by your teacher 

If \ 'OU choose no to parti ipate, you will not be purushed or penaliLed in any way. In 
fac t, only it e researcher \\ill know who is not panicipating Your classroom teacher will not 

know if you are a participant. . . 
If you have any ci uest ions, please ask me now . Ifrou th ink ofa quesuon later, you may 

a k me between clas es . You m.1y al o ha,·e your pare nts contact me at school r--t onday thro_ugh 
Frida\· at (93 l ) 296-4514 if they !~ave any questions I will get ba k o them ~s soon as possible 

- incerely, 

Su an P. Irons 

. . . h ud_v a. it ha~ been de c~ibcd to 
\\'hen : o sig:1 bel ow. you agree to parncpate tn e 

\'OU 

(Prin t Your Name) 
(Your ignature) 

(Today's Dae·, 
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Parent al Con em Form 



Co nse nt of p _ • - . 
ar t1 c1pa t1 on in a R 

r\ ust in Peav St ~t u· . _ese~ rch Study 
• · e 111\ crs ,t y 

,·our child is being asked to participate· 
i . · I . r . in a researc h stud . Th. . . 

O,· ide you \\ 1t 1 1111 ormat1 on about thi s t d ) · 1s form 1s tnt ended to 11r . s u y you ma k I 
bout this study, or you may call the Offi ce of G Y as t 1e researcher li sted below 

;i · p S . . rant s and S d 
1~ J 7 Aust in eay tate Un1,·ers1tv Clar1·s .- 11 TN ponsore Research Box 

-,. ' · J, i--. \! e l 370-t4 (9~ ' . 
' "ti ons abou t the rights of resea rcl1 part· • ' , -' 1) 221 -788 I with ~uc- 1c1pants 

I. p 11 q )OSC o f til e S tudy 

The purpose of th e current stud" is to fi d . . . 
J in ou t 1f pract · · · 

crudic" classroom helps students become better . ictng \\rtt1ng 111 the social , · writers_ 

2. p,·occdures to be Us ed 

Student scores from the i" Grade T-Ca p \\' ·t" A . 
. II d ri ing ssessment wil l be exam· n d t dctcrr111 ne ho\,· \, ·e stu ents currently write . Students ,-11 b ·. 1 e ? 

h d I S \\ 1 e grouped accord1110 to their 
current class sc e u e. ome of Mr Herbert's classes w·ill · . . . => , . practice wnt1no 111 class 
\ ome of i\1r Herben s classes will not practice writino A tt ·i1 b=> · · 
_ _ • . • => pos est w1 e grven at the 
end ot th e six \\·eeks . Tl11S posttest will be similar to th e T-Ca \\' ·1· A . . 1h . . P n 111g ssessment you r 
child too k Ill the 7 grade Tl11S posttest will be scored like t11e 71h G d h . . ra e test; owever 
th 1s tes t \,ill not be se~t some\,·here el_se _to be sco red . A team of teachers from Waverly 
Junior High School mil score your child s paper. The teachers will NOT know who 
11rotc the pJpers because all names will be removed before the papers are scored. 
Post te st srn res \\ ill be ~om pared to th e i" grade scores to find ou t if practi cing writing in 
sociJI stud ies has an ef1ect on your child's writing abi lit y. 

3. Rega rdin g Benefit s a nd Ri sks 

Potenti al benefits for your child include increased writing abilities for those 
s::1dc11ts \'. ho recei,·e the in structi on that includes \\Titing practice . In additi on, you r 
cii::d ·s pa rt ic ipation \\·ill help teache rs at Waverly Jun ior High School decide if\\'riting 
~

1:ould be taught in their classes There are no more than minimal ri sks to the students. 

\ \"IJ:it wil l h :1 pp c11 to th e in fo rm:1ti on coll ec ted? 

The researcher \\' ill examine stud ents ' pretest scores; each stu dent \,·ill be 
icc::-it ificct by a number rather than by name to assure con fid entiality. Like,~'ise, names 
1',iil be rcrn ~,·ed from the pretest, and studen ts' writing samples will b~ assig_ned a 
n nibe r. Results " ·ill not be repo rt ed usi ng students' names. Informa_uon \\I ll only ~e 

· · · r · ,- II be examined to determ111e repoiled 111 summary forma t. This su mm ary 1n1 ormat1 on \\I · . . . 
, I . . . 1 l t dent wntin o ach ievement. 1· iat e0ects practicing ,,Ti ting in social studies c ass ias on s u => 



Please r_ea ~ the stat_e~cnts _bclo~r. They describe your right s and responsibilities, as 
your child 1s a part1c1pant in this research project 

I . I agree to all ow my child to participate in the present study conducted by Susan p 
Iro ns from the Educa tion Department at Austin Peay State University. I 
und erstand that my child will be asked to produce a posttest \Vriting sample for 
writing anal ysis . 

2 I have been in fo rmed and my child will be informed in writing of the procedures 
to be foll ov,'ed and about any risks that may be involved . I have also been told of 
any benefits that may result from my participation. Mrs . Irons has offered to 
answer any further inquiries that I may have regarding the research, and she can 
be contac ted by phone fo nday through Friday at (931) 296-4514 . 

3. I understand that my child may choose to not have his/her test scores used for 
analysi s at an y time withou t penalt y or prej udice. I also understand that any data 
obtai ned from my ch ild will be \\·ithdrawn from the study and destroyed if I 
wit hdraw. 

4 1 realize that by agree ing and signing this for m, I will ingly give consent fo r my 
child to participate in the current study. l also ack.nov-: ledge that I have been 
gi\·en a copy of this fonn to keep for my records . 

Yes, my child can participate in the study. 

i ·o, my ch ild cann ot p:u1icipat c in the study. 

·ame (Please Pri nt) Date 

Signature 
Child 's Name (Please Prin t) 





Eighth Grade \Yriting Prompt 
Expos itory 

RE.-\D T HI S TOPIC CAR EI· LLL Y BEFORE YOL BEG I:\ \\'RITl:\G. 

Most people dream of, isiting a specia l place . Thi place may be nearby of 
fa r 3\Yay. 

Before you beg in to \\ rite , think abo ut a place you dream of , ·i iting and ,rhy 
~-ou \\ uuld like to go there. 

No" explain in an cs . ay \\ hy thi s is one place you ,,·otild like to , ·isit. 
Suµport ~-our ideas \\ ith detai ls. 

You m<.1y u.- c thi _· sp;1cc ror µrc\\riti11~ 11 0 1c.-. I IO\\e\-cr. onh· th lined pages 
()f , l)Ur ;111~\\ er \\ ill be ~Cl)rcJ . 

. ()TI(' [: I {CI 11 C 111 b ' r l ha l ~ l) U ii a\ e ;1 l i In j i Ill i l Of 3 _- 111 j 11 LI l - LJ . C I h ' 
~p:1cc hcl \)\ \ for 1wtc~ nnh·. 





posttest Rating Control Group 

I 

:: , Race, & Gende Rater # 1 : Rater # 2 Rater # 3 
Posttest Pretest 

Score Score 

35 o!__!T 

I 36 Bl-

I 
___ 2j_ - 2 2 3 

,, 7 BF 3 3 3 
5 I ( -

13s.:- -
2 2 _ 1' 3 1 -

7 39 __ 3 3 3 
I 

31 
·o v i 31 3 3 

I 

,.: VF 4 4 4 5 
t 

I 
"'12 M 5 5 4 5 5 

~ 3 /F 4 3 4 4 4 

I 
!' l:3'·1 ·1 4 4 4 

' 

·5 '• F 4 4 4 4 

' 
l6 '/1- 6 6 6 5 

1. 7 ' " s s 5 5 
I • , ~ • I 

.\<; \' , '· 4 4 4 4 • 

~ (,.: ):'')714 .; ! S3S·l6 ! 5 

i 
3 6 ·I ? 



posttest Rating Treatment Group B (Webbing) 

- Rater # 1 ! Rater # 2 i Rater # 3 :;, Race, & Gender 
Posttest Pretest 

I Score I Score 
~ 

~ -- 5 5 i 5 1 4 1 

I 
61 

I 

61 14.WM 61 I 5 
I 

5 15 .WM 5 5 4 
:.c---- I I 

4 1 16.WM 4 ! 41 I 
I 5 

!7.WM 4 5 5 5 4 

4! I 

I 

1~ WF - -
4 4 4 ! 

12._B~ _ -
4 4 4 3 

i 
I 

4 l 
20.WM 4 1 4 4 - --

-~ OMIT t 
-- - - - -

' n w, ,; 4 4 4 1 
-- - - - - -- - --

J ' ,.,~i 4 4 4 4 - .) 

i 
12 4 \Ii ·1 - , .; 4 4 4 ' 

--

- - ·-- - -~45454545 4 .09090909 

I 

- 4 .5 --~ 
- . - -

I 



posttest Rating Treatment Group C (Learning Logs) 

Rater #1 , Rater # 2 , 
Posttest I Pretest 

R ,e & Gende 
Rater # 3 I I 

~ a I 
I ! I Score Score 

~, 
5 \ 5 1 

I 

5 1 4 

:S Bf 
5 \ 

I 

5 5 4 ' 

~ 4 4 ' 4 1 4 
!7 •,M 

41 4 1 4 5 
1'.V F I 

4 4 I 4 1 4 

=~ 1; ·\ 
I 4 1 41 4 1 4 

hJ ~ --,:.;;:.:.:.---
4 3 4 4 5 , 

.. \' ,,: -~------ -· 
i 5 1 

t 

5 : 5 4 • 

~- -

-~ 
4 4 4 4 

I 

:~.\',i•' 
5 i 4 1 5 5 , 4 

TOTAL = TOTAL= 

44 / 10= 42/ 10= 

4 .4 4.2 , 



posttest Rating Treatment Group D (Daily Question) 

,...-
Rater # 1 i Rater # 2 ! Rater # 3 

Posttest 
i 

Pretest 
#, Race, & Gender Score 5<:ore 

-
I 

I 

49.WM 
3 1 3 1 3 4 

iO.WM 3 1 I 3 1 3 5 l 
I I I I l 

51.WM 4 4 1 I 4 1 4 I 

52.WF 3 1 3 1 
I 

3 1 I 4 
I I 4 1 4 1 53.WF 4 5 
I I 

I 
I 

54 .WF _ 6 : 6 1 5 6 1 5 . 

55.WM 3 3 3 4 . 

i 
5 I 

I 
4 ' 56 .WF 4 : 4 4 

-
I 

5 ! 57 WF 4 4 5 4 --

5 ! s ' 
1 

55.WM 5 1 4 1 - -- --- - -

5 9 . V✓ r-1 5 5 5 4 . - -- - . 
SO.WM 5 5 5 4 - - - ---

G .\I F 5 5 5 5 - - ----
! 

4.15384615 4.38461538 - - . 
4.3 4.4 , - - ---- -

i . -
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