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ABSTRACT

The Cottage Grove Baptist Church, organized in
1850, is today a vital, functioning congregation of
Baptist Christians. Located in the small community
of Cottage Grove, Henry County, Tennessee, this church
currently boasts a membership in excess of three-
hundred persons, a full-time pastor, and an ever-
expanding ministry.

The early history of this church, 1850-1908, can
be divided into basically five periods., These periods
generally coincide with the ministries of the various
pastors of the church during these first fifty-eight
years of its life,

Beginning with the founding of the church in 1850,
the first period continues until 1858, This is the
period of beginning of origination and is the time of
the ministry of the first pastor, James L. Morton.

D. M, Fleming and F, M, Felts were the pastors of
the church during the second period. This is the period
of continuation and it runs from 1858 to 1866.

The third general period encompasses the ministry
of but one man, J, W, Bell, Bell's ministry began in
1866 and continued until 1885, This was the period of

stabilization,



iii

The year 1885 marked the beginning of the fourth
general period in the life of the Cottage Grove Church,
The men who served the church as pastors during this
period were: W.B, Jones, J.H. Petitt, A.J, Bussell, and
Asa Cox. This was the period of stagnation and it con-
tinued until 1896,

The fifth and final period of the early history of
the church was the period of revitalization. Beginning
in 1896 and continuing until 1908, this period saw the
church under the ministry of the following pastors:
Fleetwood Ball, T.J. Perry, and C.H., Bell. Ball's min-
istry both began and ended the period as he served the
church as pastor upon two separate occasions,

During these first fifty-eight years of the life
of the Cottage Grove Baptist Church there can be seen
the birth, growth, stagnation and renewal of a young
Christian fellowship. This was indeed a significant

era in the total life of this church.
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CHAPTER I
ORIGINATIONs 1850-1858

The special time period to be considered in this
chapter is the period of beginning. It is the period
of the ministry of Elder James L. Morton. It beginsin
1850 with the founding of the church and continues
through the first eight years of the life of the church.
These were years of strategic importance in the history
of this church and will therefore be given special
attention,

On August 3, 1850, a group of thirteen Baptist
Christians met in the small village of Cottage Grove,
Henry County, Tennessee, The purpose of this meeting
was the organization of a Baptist Church. This group
was composed of ten lay persons and three ordained
ministers., The ten lay persons, Moses Todd, Penelope
Todd, Harvey Collier, John H. Olive, Oscar S. Stevenson,
Sarah Stevenson, Candace Powel, Jonathan Stevenson,
Nancy Stevenson, and Robert A, Wade, composed the original
membership of the new congregation. The three ordained
ministers were James L. Morton, William Alexander, and

D.M, Fleming., They composed the organizing presbytery



These thirteen persons covenanted together to consti-
tute the United Baptist Church of Christ at Cottage Grove.1
They then formalized the birth of the new fellowship with
the following statement:

We, a Presbytery, called and received by

the Brethren near Cottage Grove, have this day

met and examined the letters handed in by the

Brethren, and also examined the said Brethren

upon Doctrine, Covenant, and Rules of Decorum,

and have proceeded to constitute them into a

United Baptist Church of Jesus Christ; given

under our hands this the third day of August,
1850,

This document was then signed by the moderator, James L.

Morton, the clerk, William Alexander, and Davie M, Fleming.z
The new fellowship further proceeded to organize with

the unanimous choice of a pastor, Elder James L. Morton,

the selection of two deacons, Moses Todd and Harvey Collier,

and the choice of a clerk, Robert A, Wade.3

In September,
1850, the church elected Harvey Collier as treasurer., It was

also at this meeting that the church held an ordination

1Business conference August 3, 1850, Minutes of the
United Baptist Church. Record Book for 1850-1871, Records
on deposit at the Cottage Grove Bank, Cottage Grove, Tenn-
essee, Hereafter referred to as MUBC, 1850-1871.

2Business conference August 3, 1850, MUBC, 1850-1871.
See Appendix I for Doctrine, Covenant, and Rules of Decorum.

3Business conference August 3, 1850, MUBC, 1850-1871.



service during which both Moses Todd and Harvey Collier
were ordained as deacons. The presbytery which officiated
at this service was composed of Elders J.T. Edwards, E.H.
Hearn, and James L., Morton.4

Thus, after the first two months of its life, the
church had completed its initial organization. Simplicity
appears to be the watchword in the beginning. The organ-
ization was composed of a pastor, two deacons, a clerk,

a treasurer, and the original membership.

The church chose as its time of meeting the first
Saturday and Sunday in each month. On Saturday, a business
conference and preaching service was held, and on Sunday
there was the usual worship service in the morning.

Other special services were the communion services that
they agreed to hold in April, June and September of each
year.S Also, a major meeting for the church each year was
the "protracted” or revival meeting. This was held in the
late summer or early fall and generally featured a guest
speaker or "evangelist.” The protracted meetings had a
specific starting date but did not include a definite date

for closing. This meeting usually ended when the church

4
Business conference of September, 1850, MUBC, 1850-1871.

SBusiness conferences of August and September, 1850,
MUBC, 1850-1871.



felt that enough good had been accomplished or when it
became obvious that nothing was being accomplished.6
Although people joined the church at the regular services,
the protracted meetings provided the church with its most
important period of evangelistic outreach. Evidence of
this can be seen in the membership records from the period.7
Certainly one of the major concems of the church in
this beginning period was the question of a meeting place.
Having at first no place to gather for worship, they were
able to solve the problem by making arrangements with the

8 This

local Masonic Lodge for the use o f its building.
solution was an excellent one at first for neither the
church nor the lodge was active enough to have use for
the building each week. However, even if there was no
initial conflict in the scheduling of meetings, the church
soon discovered that it was outgrowing the borrowed building.
The answer to this problem was one of two things; they
would have to either build a separate, larger building, or

enlarge the borrowed one, The final decision reflects the

financial condition of the church in its infant days.

6Business conference of July, 1852, MUBC, 1850-1871,

"Membership records, 1850-1871. MUBC, 1850-1871. Note
Appendix II,

8statement by Mrs. Reba Nichols, personal interview,
July 29, 1970, Hereafter referred to as statement by Nichols,



of five men consisting of J.A. Highfill, H.W. Collier,
David Lowery, Thomas Crutchfield, and William Johnson,
"...to confer with the Lodge and know if they will grant
permission to the church to enlarge the meeting place."9
In December of that year the committee had begun its
work and submitted to the church a plan for enlargement,
but the church delayed action upon the plan.lo

It was one full year later before any further action
was taken relative to the proposed enlargement, At this
time another committee consisting of Dr. E.P. Bates, Levi
Killebrew, and J.A, Highfill was asked again to confer with
the lodge about the enlargement. Whether the further delay
was on the part of the church or the lodge is not known.
However, the enlargement was begun and the above named
committee was asked to oversee the construction;u'This new
portion of the meeting house was to be an addition of some
twenty-four feet to one room of the existing structure.
It was to be started once the building committee had raised

the necessary subscriptions.12

9Business conference of November, 1853, MUBC, 1850-1871.

loBusiness conference of December, 1853, MUBC, 1850-1871,

llgusiness conference of November, 1854, MUBC, 1850-1871,

12Business conference of January, 1855, MUBC, 1850-1871,



In August, 1855, the subscription was called in,
This suggests that the construction of the new addition
to the meeting house was well on the way to completion,

At this time too, J.L. Barton and Thomas Crutchfield

were added to the building committee.13

In 1856, another problem or potential problem relative
to the meeting house developed. This appears to have been
a problem regarding a conflict of meeting times and other use
of the lodge building. Either to settle the difficulty or
to head off a problem an agreement was drawn up between
the church and the lodge, Moses Todd was placed in charge
of obtaining the following agreement in behalf of the church:

Article of Agreement made and entered into
between Marshall Lodge No. 109, of Free and Accepted
Masons, of the one part and Moses Todd, of the other
part. Witnesseth that Marshall Lodge has this day
donated to said Todd, the lower part of the house,
to be used as a meeting house, said Todd, on his
part is to run a petition[?ic] across the west end
of the lower room, so as to cut off all communication
between the Lodge room and the Church, Said Todd has
permission to finish off lower part of the Lodge, as
he may think proper. It is further agreed by said
Todd, that the meetings of the Church are never to
conflict with those of the Lodge, and if any difficulty
hereafter should arise between the Lodge and the Church,
the Lodge has the right to close the Church doors, pro-
vided the difficulty cannot be adjusted without such
alternatives. The Lodge at all times shall hold the
right of ownership, when its privileges and rights
are intruded upon.... 14

13Business conferences August and September, 1855,
MUBC, 1850-1871.

4 L3
Business conference of April, 1856, MUBC, 1850-1871,



This agreement was read and approved by the church and
the church agreed to obligate itself ".,.to carry out
its stipulations."ls

After having provided for the construction of this
enlargement, it was necessary for the church to then
provide for other essential matters relative to the new
portion of the building., The treasurer was appointed to
get the lights for the building, and a committee was
appointed to oversee the sinking of a baptismal pool.16
In November, 1856, the committee on the baptismal pool
reported that Dr. E.T. Bates had been paid five dollars
",..for sinking the pool..." and J.W, Todd received three
dollars for the plank.17

Thus, the young church provided for its physical needs
during the beginning period of 1850-1871. With these needed
provisions too came the establishment of definite policies
as to the use of the church building. In January, 1856, the
church barred "...the holding of exhibitions, shows and poli-
tical speakings..." in the church house. This did not, as

one might think, indicate a feeling of selfishness on the

15Bus:'mess conference of June, 1856, MUBC, 1850-1871.

16Business conference of August, 1856, MUBC, 1850-1871,

17Business conference of November, 1856, MUBC, 1850-1871.



part of the church, Rather, it indicates a deep conviction
about the nature of the church itself and the sacredness

of those things connected with the service of God. Actually,
the church was willing to allow the use of the building for
other types of activities. An example of this is seen in
the fact that in August, 1857, the church ".,.agreed to

allow Sister Perkins priviledge I;ic} of teaching school in

the Church."18

Another major area of concern for the church during
the period, 1850-1871, was the transaction of the business
affairs of the church, The regular business conference was
held every first Saturday afternoon in the month. In order
to provide a taste of what the transaction of church business
was like, a characteristic business session is recorded
below:

On Saturday before the 1st Lord's day in September,
after Sermon by Elder Morton, the Church sat in confer-
ence and did the following business (viz), 1st The Mod-
erator inquired after the peace and fellowship of the
Church, 2nd Invited visiting Brethren to seats,
3rd Opened a door for the reception of members, when
Sisters Charity Powel and Elizabeth Collier presented
letters of recommendation and were received into full
fellowship, 4th References called for by motion the
ordination of our deacons is postponed until the Sat-~
urday before the 5th Lord's day in September., The Church
letter was handed in and read by Bro. Morton, and was
received by the Church, 5th On Motion and second we
proceed to appoint a Treasurer, when Bro. Harvey Collier
was chosen to that office, 6th We agree to celebrate the

18Business conference of August, 1857, MUBC, 1850-1871.



Lord's Supper on the 5th Lord's day in September

and we agree to invite all those who have joined

us by Baptism since our constitution to receive

the hand of fellowship. The Church was then dis-

missed in order,

R.A. Wade, Clerk 19

One of the primary matters of concern in the church
regarding business was the question of finances. It is
suggested from the conferences from 1850 to 1858 that it
was not the custom of the church to take up an offering
in the reqular services. On several occasions, special
note is made of the fact that an offering or collection
wvas taken. In May, 1853, the clerk recorded that the
church ",..agreed to take up a collection for the support
of the church...." This indicates that the taking of a
collection was not in the usual order of the services.zo
In the matter of church finances one of the most frequent
discussions surrounded the question of the pastor's salary.
The salary for the pastor was generally raised by subscrip-
tion., In March, 1853, for example, James Highfill was given
the following instructions:

...to apply, immediately to every member of the
Church, both male and female, and ascertain by their
subscriptions and contributions, what they are will-

ing to give for the support of our Pastor for the
current year,... 21

19Business conference of September, 1850, MUBC, 1850-1871.

20Business conference of May, 1853, MUBC, 1850-1871.

21Business conference of March, 1853, MUBC, 1850-1871,



Relative to the handling of the funds of the church,
it was the established policy that "...all money for the
church and pastor shall pass through the treasury and be
reported to the church annually."22 The problem of raising
funds for the support of the church and pastor was placed
before the church in 1854, It was then agreed to place
the treasurer in charge of obtaining a subscription annually

from the membership.23

The major portion of the subscription
was for the support of the pastor; however, the amount that
was pledged to the pastor was small. In March, 1854, the
subscription for the pastor was sixty-one dollars., Of this
amount, only forty-six dollars of this had been collected
up to that date.24 In 1855, the actual subscription is
not known, but by August of that year only about thirty-
eight dollars had been collected. $
There is no evidence during this period to indicate
that the pastor sometimes never received all of even the
small amount subscribed to him, but it is not unlikely.
If such were the case, however, Pastor Morton did not appear
to have reacted to it for his services to the church do not

seem impaired by discouragement or resentment,

2zBusiness conference of September, 1852, MUBC, 1850-1871.

23Business conference of December, 1854, MUBC, 1850-1871,

24Business conference of August, 1854, MUBC, 1850-1871,

szusiness conference of August, 1855, MUBC, 1850-1871,



Another highly significant portion of the history
of the Cottage Grove Church during the period, 1850-1858,
is the matter of church membership. The total membership
of the young fellowship grew rather rapidly during Pastor
Morton's ministry., Additions to the church were generally
in one of the three following forms: profession of per-
sonal faith in Christ and baptism, presentation of a letter
of recommendation from another Baptist Church, or a verbal
statement as to the fact of previous Christian experience
and baptism. In regard to the admission to church member-
ship it was ruled in 1852 that:

No person shall be received into the fellow-
ship of this church by any other than a unanimous
vote of the members present but a majority of vote
shall govern in the transaction of all other busi-
ness, 26

This stipulation as to the necessity of a unanimous vote
by the church before membership in the church was granted
indicates the importance laid on membership in the body.
Church membership growth during this period was rela-
tively fast, Beginning with the original ten members in
1850, the church saw the addition of eighteen others that

same year., In the following years the church continued

to receive new members as is seen in the following figures:

26Busi.ness conference of September, 1852, MUBC, 1850-1871,



1851, 1; 1852, 10; 1853, 5; 1854, 7; 1855, 8; 1856,1;
and 1857, 0.27 Among those who united with the church
during this period was the pastor and his wife, Eliza
Morton. They joined on the basis of a letter of recom-
mendation from another church.2S

The question of the membership of the church has
another side to it, however, for between 1850 and 1858
there were those who ceased to be members. Of particular
interest are those with whom the church itself severed
relations. In November, 1850, for example, a committee
of Moses Todd, R.A. Wade, and Oscar Stevenson was requested
to "...see Bro. Alexander Wade and inquire into certain
reports in circulation derogatory to his Christian char-

acter...."29

Wade had been a charter member of the church,
but when the committee met with him ",,.he acknowledged
that he had no religion and he wished the church to erase
his name from the records."” Upon receiving this report,

the church withdrew fellowship from him.30

27Membership records, 1850-1871, MUBC, 1850-1871. Note
Appendix II,

28guginess conference of July, 1855, MUBC, 1850-1871.

29gusiness conference of November, 1850, MUBC, 1850-
1871.

30pyginess conference of December, 1850, MUBC, 1850-
1871.



In September, 1853, the church sent a committee to
see about the reports that Martha H. Cox had joined another
denomination. The next month the church received the com-
mittee's report that she had indeed joined another denom-
ination and upon the receipt of this report, fellowship
was withdrawn from her.3l

In July, 1854, a committee was sent to see F.G. Austin
"...to ascertain the reason of his not attending church...."
The committee reported to the church that Austin ",..gave
them no satisfaction whatever."” Fellowship was then with-
drawn from him for non-attendance.32

Other cases in which church discipline seemed likely
were also recorded during the period. Moses Austin was
questioned by the church for certain activities to which
",..he acknowledged that he had played cards twice for
past time, being persuaded into it not thinking that any
evil would grow out of it...." Upon receiving this report,

33 Thus, the member-

the church took no action against him,
ship of the church both grew and decreased. In either case,
however, the primary question was the purity and integrity

of the body as a whole,

31Business conferences of September and November,

32Business conference of July and August, 1854,
MUBC, 1850-1871.

33Business<conference of August, 1853, MUBC, 1850-1871,



Before concluding the consideration of this period
of beginning, some attention must be devoted to the young
church's interest in Christian work outside its own com-
munity, In the same month in which the church itgelf
was organized, application was made by the church for
admission into the Western District Association of Baptist
Churches, With this application was sent two men, Moses
Todd and Oscar S, Stevenson, to represent the church,
They carried not only the letter of application but also
a gift of one dollar and fifty cents to be placed in the
mission fund of the association.3? From this point on,
the church was active in the affairs of this association,
sending both messengers and money each year to the annual
associational meeting.35
In 1851 the church approved the plans of the association
to employ an associational missionary "...to labor in the
bounds of our Association the next year."” They further

agreed ",..to aid in sustaining a mature preacher among

the indians.~ 36 [sié_\

34pysiness conference of August, 1850, MUBC, 1850-1871,

35MUBC, 1850-1871. See Appendix III for listing of
associational messengers and mission gifts,

36gusiness conference of December, 1851, MUBC, 1850-
1871,



Thus, the Cottage Grove Baptist Church completed
the first few years of what was to be a long ministry,
The close of this beginning period was marked by the
resignation of James L. Morton as pastor of the church
in January, 1858, Upon presenting this resignation,
Morton stated that ",..the church was at liberty to

choose another pastor."37

37Business conference of January, 1858, MUBC, 1850-1871.



CHAPTER II
CONTINUATION: 1858-1866

The second major period to be considered in the life
of the Cottage Grove Baptist Church can be termed the
period of continuation. This period extends from 1858 to
1866 and encompasses the ministries of the second and
third pastors of the church, D. M, Fleming's pastoral
care of the church ran from February, 1858 to December,
1860, Felt's ministry reached from January, 1861 to
January, 1866, In an effort to maintain the continuity
of the period, no effort will be made to distinguish
between the ministries of the two pastors during the
period, except to comment upon the ministries of each
man as it may seem appropriate, Despite the fact that
this general period includes the Civil War era there is
no record whatsoever to indicate that the struggle between
the north and the south directly affected the activities
of the church,

Upon the resignation of James Morton from his position
as pastor of the church it was ",..resolved to go into the
election of a Pastor which resulted in the choice of D. M.

Fleming," He was elected to the position in February, 1858,

16



and was notified of his election by Oscar S. Stevenson
and Levi Killebrew.1 The record indicates that Fleming
assumed his position the following month, 2

In January, 1859, Fleming was elected as pastor
again and his election was both unanimous and "...with-
out regard to time, indefinitely...."3 However, his
ministry with the church was rather brief for in December,
1860 he ",..called the church together and resigned his
Pastoral care of the Cottage Grove Baptist Church and

stated that the church was now at liberty to call another

Pastor. 4

F.M, Felts was elected pastor in January, 1861, and
was informed of this by Moses Todd and James A, Highfill
who composed ",.,.a committee to inform him of his election
by the church for a pastor, and that we pay him seventy-

five dollars a year for his services."> His ministry with

lBusiness conference of February, 1858, MUBC, 1850-1871.
2Business conference of March, 1858, MUBC, 1850-1871.

3Business conference of January, 1859, MUBC, 1850-1871,

4pusiness conference of December, 1858, MUBC, 1850-1871,

SBusiness conference of January, 1861. MUBC, 1850-1871.



the church was to last for five years and upon his
resignation the church quickly elected another pastor
to replace him.6

The period, 1858-1866, may be termed the period
of continuation on the basis that during this period
additional leadership was chosen. In February, 1859, the
church selected two additional deacons in the persons
of J, Wade Barton and J.W., Todd. This was at the sug-
gestion of Moses Todd, another deacon.7 It was also
decided that the ordination service would be held in
April of that year and that Brother Felts and Brother
Alexander were to be asked to assist in the service.8
This ordination was held on Sunday morning of the first
Sunday in April, 1859, and Brothers James L., Morton and
Isaac Coker were also invited to assist.9

The importance of the deacons in the life of the
church is rather difficult to discern. Their primary
influence was perhaps felt more as a result of their
individual participation in the church than as a result

of any group action, However, this is not to say that

6Business conference of January, 1866. MUBC, 1850-1871,
7Business conference of February, 1859, MUBC, 1850-1871,
8Business conference of March, 1859, MUBC, 1850-1871,

9Business conference of April, 1859, MUBC, 1850-1871,



they were not recognized as being a rather special group
within the church, 1In 1859, for example, it was ",,,.resolved
by motion and second that the Deacons be and are hereby ap-
pointed a committee on arrangement, during the Protracted
meeting...."lo Another indication of their possible impor-
tance may be seen in the fact that they frequently held
positions of significance in the church outside of the
office of deacons Most of the early clerks and treasurers
of the church were also deacons in the church,l!

During the period in question, 1858-1866, the services
of the church continued to be basically the same as in the
previous period. The only really noticeable change is the
fact that in 1861 the church agreed to begin its preaching
service on both Saturday and Sunday mornings at eleven
instead of twelve o'clock.12 Despite the fact that no
other significant changes took place in the services,
there were some new or previously unmentioned matters
regarding the services that came to light in this period,
The first of these is that in March, 1859, the church

resolved to continue ".,.prayer meeting once a week."13

1OBusiness conference of November, 1859, MUBC, 1850-1871.

1lyuBc, 1850-1871.
12Business conference of March, 1861, MUBC, 1850-1871,

13Business conference of March, 1859, MUBC, 1850-1871.



Another was the fact that women apparently were allowed

to participate in the public worship services, In 1864,
for example, Sister Todd is recorded to have led in public
prayer during a Saturday service.14

The church also seems to have continued its previous
practice of having protracted meetings in the summer or
fall. These meetings also continued to be the major event
in the outreach of the church.

The business of the church during this period was not
markedly different from the previous period. The basic order
of the business conference indicated no real difference in
either conduct or procedure, The conference still featured
a sermon by the pastor, an invitation to visiting Christians
to join the services, an opportunity to allow persons to join
the church, and the reading of the minutes of the previous
conference.15

Matters of finance were still a primary consideration,
but there did not seem to be as much actual business concern-
ing this matter as before, A prime matter of business which
came before the church in 1869 was a motion to build a new
church building. The proposed building was to measure thirty-

four feet by fifty feet., To deal with the necessary matters

\

l4pyginess conference of March, 1864. MUBC, 1850-1871,

15gusiness conference of April, 1861. MUBC, 1850-1871.



of arrangement, a committee of Moses Todd, J. Wade Barton,
J.W. Todd, and James A. Highfill was appointed. This com-
mittee was to "...draw up subscriptions and present them
to the church and the citizens of the community...."l6

This plan, however, was aborted the next month when the

church voted to ".,.dispense with building a new church

house at this time."17

Another matter of rather significant church business
related to a church member named S.D. Scott. In 1865 Scott
was granted a license from the church "...to exercise in

18

public the capacity of preaching when he saw fit."” After

Scott had been granted this license he preached in the ser-
vices at Cottage Grove on several occasions.19

The membership of the church also continued to grow
during the period, 1850-1866. The numerical growth of the
church is indicated in the following figures: 1858, 11;
1859, 5; 1860, 2; 1861-1862, no figures, 1863, 2; 1864, 2;

and 1865, 8, Of course this growth was not undeterred by

1GBusiness conference of July, 1859, MUBC, 1850-1871.
17Business conference of August, 1859, MUBC, 1850-1871.

1BBusiness conference of April, 1865, MUBC, 1850-1871.

195.siness conference of May, 1865. MUBC, 1850-1871.



the fact that the membership of the church also suffered
some losses during the period.20

Those losses that involved the withdrawal of church
fellowship should be particularly noted, In November, 1860,
fellowship was withdrawn from Mrs. Arminta Caviness, 2!
No reason is indicated for her exclusion. Another case
which resulted in the exclusion of a member was that of
Josephine Riggs. She had been guilty of dancing. A cém—
mittee of sisters Jones and Stevenson was sent to see her
about the reports. Upon further consideration, the church
added the ladies' husbands to the committee, In December,
1860, this committee reported to the church that the charges
were true and that ",,,she wished her name erased from the
church book...."22

Another person of significance who left the fellowship
of the church during this period was S. D, Scott., As noted
previously, Scott had been licensed by the church to preach.
During this period some question arose concerning his conduct
but no church action was taken against him as he moved his

membership to a Baptist Church in Mobile, A1abama.23

20Membership records, 1850-1871, MUBC, 1850-1871.
Note Appendix II.

2lgusiness conference of November, 1860, MUBC, 1850-1871,
22pyginess conference of December, 1860, MUBC, 1850-1871.
23puginess conference of July, 1864, MUBC, 1850-1871,



The final area of concern relative to the history
of the Cottage Grove Church in this period is the matter
of the church's ministry through the Baptist Association.
During these years, as during the years of the beginning,
the church continued to send messengers and money to the
annual associational unotinga.24 The church also was asked
to extend its council and influence *,..to assist in
settling a difficulty...” at the Bethelem Baptist Church.
This wvas one of the churches in the association. The
Committee which wvas sent from Cottage Grove was composed
of Oscar S, Stevenson and J. Wade Barton.zs

From 1858 to 1866 the Cottage Grove Church simply
continued as it had previously. With the exception of
the two different pastors who served during this period
there vas little real difference from the period 1850-
1858

24\ync, 1850-1871. See Appendix III for listing of
associational messengers and mission gifts.

zsnnuinn-c conference of May, 1859. MUBC, 1850-1871.



CHAPTER III
STABILIZATIONs 1866-1885

The third major period to be considered begins in
January, 1866 and continues to March, 1885. This is the
longest single period and it involves the years during
vhich but one man was pastor, That man was J. W. Bell.
Bell served the church for the entire length of the period
and led in the stabilization of the church, This stabi-
lization period insured that the church would maintain
the progress which it had already achieved.

J. W, Bell became pastor of the Cottage Grove Church
in January, 1866. His election to the position of pastor
was unanimous,1 He was present in the services of the
church the next month after his election to begin what was
perhaps one of the most important ministries the church
was to know for many years. It appears that Bell was elected
that first year on an annual call basis, but his services
seemed to be so satisfactory that when time came to elect
a pastor again, he was elected "...without regard to time."
This of course meant that he was to be pastor without having

to face the question of election every year.

lgusiness conference of January, 1866, MUBC, 1850-1871,

2gusiness conference of January, 1867, MUBC, 1850-1871.
24



Bell's personal leadership ability is attested to
by his prominence in the Baptist Association., He was
clerk for the association from 1859 to 1864, then again
from 1867 to 1873, and finally again from 1876 to 1881.3
He was also pastor of two other churches in Henry County
during part of the period in which he was pastor at Cottage
Grove. 1In 1877, for example, he was pastor at the North
Fork and the Palmersville Baptist Churches as well as at
Cottage Grove Baptist Church.4

His ability is also indicated by the fact that during
his ministry at Cottage Grove he wrote several essays that
he read at the associational ministers and deacons' meetings,
The Cottage Grove Church requested that the association publish
his essayes. How many such essayes there were is not known, but
the following are the titles of two of them: "On the Impor-

tance of Man,"6 and "An Efficient Ministry."7 The church

3Historica1 Table., Minutes of the Western District
Association of Churches. Micro-filmed copy of Records from
1877-1956. Held by the Baptist Association, Paris, Tennessee,
The minutes hereafter referred to as MWDA, 1877-1956.

431 nual meeting, 1877. MWDA, 1877-1956.
5Business conference of August, 1868. MUBC, 1850-1871.
®Business conference of August, 1868, MUBC, 1850-1871.

78usi £ Auqust, 1875. Minutes of the
Business conference O lef 3
United Baptist Church. Record Book for 1872-1879, Hereafter

referred to as MUBC, 1872-1879.



also called upon the association to publish one of Bell's
sermons entitled, "The Progress of the Baptists.” This
sermon had been preached by Bell at the request of the
church, and he had done what must have been considered
such an outstanding job of speaking to the subject that
the church wished to have the message printed.8 With
the church receiving leadership then, from such an out-
standing pastor for an extended period of time there
can be little doubt that the church was indeed strengthened
and stabilized during the period.

0ddly enough, Bell and his wife, Elizabeth, did not
themselves join the church until two years after he had
become pastor., However, in December, 1870, they presented
a letter from the Tumbling Creek Baptist Church and were
received into the membership at Cottage Grove.9 Despite
the quality of his leadership, the question of his salary
was as much a problem as it had been for previous pastors.
It appears that his salary was based upon such subscriptions
as could be raised from among the membership.lo Though no

exact figures are available, it is likely that the amount

8Business conference of June 1878, MUBC, 1872-1879.

9Business conference of December, 1870, MUBC, 1850-1871.

10 i f January, 1881, Minutes of the
Business conference O ¥s
United Baptist Church. Record Book for 1879-1904, Hereafter

referred to as MUBC, 1879-1904.



of his salary was not much different from that of
previous pastors,

Another indication of Bell's leadership as pastor
is the fact that under his ministry, the church elected
an assistant pastor. This was in 1868. The man elected
to fill this postion was William Jones. The wording of
the motion which was made to elect an assistant pastor
indicates the subordinate position that Jones held. The
motion stated that "...Elder William Jones, be, and is
hereby chosen as assistant Pastor to Brother Bell...."11
These arrangements appear to have been satisfactory to
both Bell and Jones for there is no evidence of any
difficulty between the two men. The reason for this may
well have been that Jones' position was clearly subordinate
to Bell's.,

The only indication that Elder Bell may have been
the object of doubt or suspicion while pastor at Cottage
Grove was an incident which occured in 1883. In that year
a committee of J. Wade Barton, B.D. Bowden, and E.M. Jones
was created "...to draft a resolution concerning the reports

against J. W, Bell."12 The following is the body of that

resolutions

llgusiness conference of April, 1868. MUBC, 1850-1871.

2Business conference of September, 1883, MUBC, 1879-

1904,



_— wgereas, there is a report in circulation that
. :’: - W. Bell has departed from the rule of pro-
priety of dealing fairly and honestly with his fellow-

men, in the case of buildin i
: g the Dresden [8ic¢] Church
house, as published by Elder R. Ross; [— qJ

Therefore be it resolved by the Baptist Church
at Cottage Ggove..that we endorse his, J. W. Bell,
word and action with us, as an honest and truthful

man, and a man of fidelity, as he has been our Pastor
for 18 years, 13

Whether there was any truth in the case against him or not
is unknown, But one thing is sure; the people of Cottage
Grove did not believe him guilty in the least.

Bell's ministry at Cottage Grove ended in 1885, He
tendered his resignation and refused the offer of the

church to re-elect him.14

In May, 1885, the church voted
Bell a recommendation for having served them so well and
faithfully as pastor.15

During the general period in question, 1866-1885,
the Cottage Grove Church was further stabilized by the
choice of additional deacons, and the establishment of
a policy as to the choice of the men for this important

position. In August, 1871, the church resolved to elect

two deacons.16 In the next conference, I, L. Wrinkle

13Business conference of September, 1883, MUBC, 1879-
1904,

14Business conferences of January and February, 1885,
MUBC, 1879-1904.

5Business conference of May, 1885, MUBC, 1879-1904,

16Business conference of August, 1871. MUBC, 1850-1871.



and J. M. Todd were chosen and the decision was made to
ordain them at the next protracted meeting. This meeting
was held during the same montnh and the ordaining presbytery

was composed of J. W, Felts, J. W. Bell, Moses Todd, and

J. Wade Barton.l7

Up until this time, the church seemed to have had
no definite policies relative to the particular qualifi-
cations for those men chosen to fill the office of deacon.
However, in answer to a question which seemed to have
arisen at this point, the church passed the following
resolutions

Resolved by motion and second that we do not

require nor think it scriptural that a brother's

yige be a member with him in the Church as a qual-

1fication to elect him deacon. 18

It seems obvious from the wording of this resolution
what the issue was, but what is even more obvious and
perhaps more important is that the source of authority
for church policy is indicated. That source of authority
was the scriptures,

Some years later in the period other deacons were

chosen, In January, 1880, the church agreed to the choice

of D, J. Bowden and I, L. Alexander as deacons. Alexander

l7Business conference of September 1871, MUBC, 1850-1871.
18g,siness conference of December, 1871, MUBC, 1850-1871.

19Business conference of January, 1880, MUBC, 1879-1904,



had apparently already been ordained as a deacon for

the church agreed to simply recognize him as a deacon.19

Bowden, however, had to be ordained by the ehubchi His

ordination was conducted in April, 1880. The ordaining
presbytery consisted of the pastor, J. W. Bell, the
assistant pastor, William Jones, and deacons I. L Alexander,
I. M, Wrinkle, and J. wade Barton.zo The leadership of

the church thus grew, and the church itself was becoming
more stable and was attaining a more firm foundation in

the community,

From 1866 to 1885, the services of the church continued
basically the same as before., The Saturday meeting, however,
was changed from eleven in the morning to two in the after-
noon.21' This time change was continued until 1871 at which
time the services were set back to the previous eleven

o'clock hour.22 In 1869 it was decided that the church

should hold its communion services every other month.23
This would mean that instead of having communion three
times a year, it would now be held six times a year.

on some occasions, the church did not have its regular

services, In August, 1874, the church agreed "... to attend

20gysiness conference of April, 1880, MUBC, 1879-1904,

21Business conference of September, 1867. MUBC, 1850~
1871,

22 = of November, 1871. MUBC, 1850-1871.

Business conferen

23Business conference of June, 1869, MUBC, 1850-1871.



vith the Methodist Brethren today and tomorrow,"24

On sOome occasions there were no services held at all

One record indicated that *...in chnbelustiih bt N

non-attendance of the members there was no meeting." 23
These kind of situations were not commonplace, however,
and it was most unusual for the regular services not
to be held,

Also continued during the period was the practice
of having the annual protracted meeting., The preacher
who was asked to help during these meetings was agreed
upon by the church but the pastor and the other church
officers were responsible for setting the time for the
meeting.26 These protracted meetings were generally
held as before, in the summer or early fall, Sometimes
they were postponed for some reason, but if the post-
ponement was an extended period of time, the meeting
for that year might simply be forgotten altogether.27
These revival or protracted meetings were still the

28
time of the primary evangelistic thrust for the year.

24Business conference of August, 1874. MUBC, 1872-1879.

25guginess conference of November, 1884, MUBC, 1879-
1904,

26pusiness conference of July, 1871, MUBC, 1850-1871.

27 s conference of August, 1884, MUBC, 1879-1904.

Busines

28 ds. 1850-1904, MUBC, 1850-1871.
Membership recorads .
MUBC, 1832-1879.pMUBC, 1879-1904, Note Appendix II.



In this period, 1866-1885, the Cottage Grove Church
experienced further stabilization by the addition of a

Sunday School to the organization of the church, Early in

the period the church "...agreed to consider the propriety

of a Sunday School..,, »29

The initial study of the Sunday
School idea, however, resulted in the decision to postpone

a final decision about it unti1l 1ater.3o In 1872, a year
having past since the initial consideration of the Sunday
School, the church appointed a committee of Barton, Jones,
and Todd to present a plan for a Sunday School for the
church.31 This committee made the following report:

We, the committee appointed on Sabbath School...,
do make the following report:

1st We recommend a Sabbath School,

2nd Said Sabbath School to open and close
with prayer,

3rd We recommend the following books to be
used: The Bible and Testament, Dayton's Question
Book, the Common School Dictionary as a reference
book, the first and second Readers and the Spelling
Book, [8ic]

4th And that the students shall not be classed
contrary to their or their parents wishes.

5th For the school to commence promptly at
8 o'clock.

6th We recommend that Elder J. W. Bell be
elected Superintendant, and that the Superintendant

ngusiness conference of May, 1871, MUBC, 1850-1871,

3°Business conference of June, 1871. MUBC, 1850-1871.

3lBusiness conference of March, 1872. MUBC, 1872-1879,



nominate suitable teachers for the different

Classes, which nominati :
by the Church, ons shall be ratified

7th And that the teachers of the class

in the Scriptures and D
ayton's book shall be
members of our order, [sic]

After these resolutions were presented to the church,
it was agreed to meet the next morning to organize the
school.32 Thus was begun an altogether new phase of the
church's work. With the beginning of the Sunday School
there was the conscious effort to educate the membership
through teaching as well as through preaching. In the
next several weeks, the teachers and other necessary
leaders were chosen, J. L. Bell became the teacher of
the Bible class and Sister Y, C. Todd became the teacher

in the class in Dayton's Question Book .33 In 1873 the

position of assistant superintendant was created and the,

superintendant was given the authority to appoint whom-

ever he saw fit.34
It can be seen then, that the period, 1866-1885, was

a time of continued stabilization of the total life of

the church. From the increased regularity of the communion

services to the creation of a totally new phase of the work,

3zBusiness conference of April, 1872, MUBC, 1872-1879,

33gusiness conferences of May and June, 1872, MUBC,
1872-1879,

34Business conference of April, 1873, MUBC, 1872-1879,



the ultimate result was to strengthen and stabilize
the total church ministry,

The business side of the church's life during this
period also strongly reflects the stabilization which
wvas taking place in the church. June, 1871, saw the
church appoint a committee to suggest specific policies
governing the order of the business conferences. This
committee responded the next month by suggesting the

following "Rules for Conference"

Cogference shall be opened by Prayer,
1st Invite visiting Brethren and Sisters to seats
with us,

2nd Give an opportunity for the reception of members,

3rd Read and adopt the minutes of the last meeting.

4th Call for Reference or References if any should

exist, 35

5th Call for new business,

The adoption of this form for the conduction of the
monthly business conference was a step toward a more complete
organization of the church and indicates an awareness on the
part of the leadership of the importance of correctness and
propriety of procedures, This in turn indicates that they
considered the conducting of church affairs important enough
to have order and method.

As had previously been the case, one of the more signifi-

cant matters of concern in church business was the matter of

1850-1871.



church finances., 1In most instances the question of money

arose 1n regard to the Payment of the salaries of the

pastor, sexton, or some other person to whom the church

might pay for services rendered, Many times the necessary

funds were raised by canvassing the membership of the church
and securing a promise or pledge from each member as to
the amount they would give to meet a specific need. This,
however, was not always successful for sometimes the members
would not live up to the pledges which they had made,

In 1868, for example, the treasurer was still trying
to raise funds that had been promised previously but had
not been paid, He reported to the church that "...he had
made diligent application to the subscribers, whose names
are on the old subscriptions...,” but that he could collect
nothing pledged prior to 1867, As a result of the treasurer's
report as to his lack of success in collecting these old
subscriptions, it was resolved "that all subscriptions
prior to the year 1867 be dispensed with or destroyed...."36

Because of the unsatisfactory performance of the sub-

scription system, a suggestion was made to attempt to finance

the church program by a different method., A committee of

J. W. Bell, J. Wade Barton, J. M. Todd, and D. J. Bowden

was appointed to make a report to the church as to “,..the

36gusiness conference of February, 1868, MUBC, 1850-

1871,



propriety or the impropriety of a per capita tax for
the purpose of defraying the church expense...."37 The
committee returned itg report which said that ",..they
considered such a tax inexpedient and unscriptural,”
The church then accepted their report unanimously.38
Thus, there was no solution to the problem of financing
the church's program., However, there is seen in this
event further evidence of the trend toward stabilization.
The church was searching for the best way to do its work
and this search indicated interest and concern.

In June, 1868, a matter of business was brought to
the floor of the church which is indicative of the spirit
of permanency with which the church had become infected.
That issue was the matter of building a new church building,
After the initial discussion, a committee of J. Wade Barton,
Moses Todd, and Elder William Jones was selected to draft
a plan for the new structure and to determine the probable
cost.39 This committee reported to the next conference
and its report was approved. The church then resolved

to build a frame building and to write subscriptions to

L] 40
raise the needed funds for constructlion. It was further

37Business conference of February, 1880, MUBC, 1879-1904,

48 conference of March, 1880, MUBC, 1879-1904,

Business

39 conference of June, 1868, MUBC, 1850-1871,

Business

" conference of July, 1868, MUBC, 1850-1871,

Business



obtained a Dr. Bates. However, after a St

the deed, it was discovered that the document and all

records of it were lost, 641 As a consequence of this
plans vere delayed until arrangements for 1and could be
made. In the meantime the church organized a building
committee and authorized it to employ a workman when
sufficient funds were raised,4?
In February, 1869, the building committee reported
that seven-hundred dollars had been raised and upon
receipt of this report the church dismissed the committee.
Another committee composed of Moses Todd, I, L. Wrinkle,
wWilliam Jones, J, M, Todd and J, Wade Barton was organized.43
The problem of where to build the structure was finally
solved by the donation of land to the church by the lodge.
The church agreed to accept the land and laid its plans
for immediate construction of its new church building.44
In the following months the building committee was

45
enlarged by the additon of W, L. Woolverton and J., W. Bell,

41p,5iness conference of August, 1868, MUBC, 1850-1871.

42 iness conference of September, 1868, MUBC, 1850-
1871,

43 conference of February, 1869. MUBC, 1850-1871,

Business

- conference of March, 1869. MUEBC, 1850-1871.

Business

45pusiness conference of May, 1869. MUBC, 1850-1871.



March, 1871, found the new building completed and the

church ready to occupy the structure. Upon entering

the new house of worship, the church passed the foMowing

resolution of gratitude;

Whereas circumstances have found us without

a house to worship in of our own during the last

16 months, our thanks are hereby due and tendered

to the Methodist Brethren of this town for kindly

ten@ering us the use of their house of worship

during the pendency of building ours., 46

The total cost of the structure is unknown, but the
debt remaining on the building in 1874 was about one-
hundred dollars. This amount was owed to the building
committee which had apparently personally backed the finan-
cial obligation involved in construction.47 In 1876 the
amount of this debt had not been decreased much and the
debt was still some seventy-two dollars and sixty cents.48

The new building, probably more than any other single
thing, indicated the nature of this general period. This
building served as a concrete symbol of the stability
which the church was beginning to enjoy. With this
building came a new community awareness of the church

and a new realization of the vitality of the young Baptist

fellowship.

= conference of March, 1871, MUBC, 1850-1871.
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After the new stucture was completed it was the

site of various community meetings including singing

49
schools, ~ lodge aCti"ities.so and even preaching services

conducted by men other than the pastor.! This indicates
that the church was well on its way to becoming a community
institution,

Another item of business relative to the new building
vas the equipment or fixtures for the structure. A ma jor
piece of such equipment which was considered needful by
some was a musical instrument, 1In 1879, in answer to this
need, an unidentified person offered to donate an organ
to the church.sz The church, however, was somewhat reluctant
to accept the offer, There seemed to be some feeling against
the use of the instrument in the church services. Consequently,

the stipulation was made that the organ could be used only for

" 5
the Sunday School meeting. e

4gBusiness conference of August, 1876, MUBC, 1872-1879,
5°Business conference of July, 1878. MUBC, 1872-1879.
Slgusiness conference of February, 1882, MUBC, 1879-

1904,

52gusiness conference of July, 1879, MUBC, 1872-1879.

53Business conference of September, 1879. MUBC, 1879-

1904,



During the general period, 1866-1885, church member-

ship also went through a time of stabilization. For the

first time in its history, the church formulated an

official method of dealing with the dismissal of those

of its membership who wished to unite with other churches,
In 1871 a form letter was drawn up and approved for use
in the granting of letters of recommendation., Below is

the wording of this letter:

We, the United Baptist Church, worshiping at
Cottage Grove, Henry County, Tennessee, under the
watchcare of Elder J. W, Bell,..certify that Brother
(sister) is a member with us in good and
regular standing and at his request is hereby dis-
missed from us.... 54

In some cases the stabilization of the membership

3 There were some rather

took the form of purificatinn.s
outstanding cases in which the church found it necessary
to vote to withdraw fellowship. In some instances the
reason for exclusion was not dramatic. In many instances
a member may have simply joined a church of another denom-
ination and exclusion was merely a matter of course.56
Other cases involved more complicated matters. In 1868,

for example Sister Sara Wilson was found guilty of dancing.

54pusiness conference of July, 1871. MUBC, 1850-1871.

SSNote the membership records in Appendix II for the
members dismissed during the period and the reasons for

their dismissal.

56gusiness conference of July, 1868, MUBC, 1850-1871,
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The church voted Unanimously to exclude her for conduct
unbecoming a Christian,3’

Probably the most outstanding case involving the
exclusion of a member during this period was the case of
S. D. Scott. In January, 1870, the church organized a
committee of Brethren Bell, Barton, and Jones to investi-
gate reports adverseto Scott's Christian character.58
The committee reported in November of that year that the
reports concerning Scott were true and the church then
proceeded to withdraw fellowship from him, >°
really made this case so dramatic was the fact that Scott
had previously been licensed by the church to preach.
This license amounted to a stamp of approval from the
church, To exclude a person with such church approval was
doubtless a matter of real concern to the fellowship.

In 1871 Scott was restored to the fellowship of
the church, but he was asked to return his license,

This readmission to the membership was probably to make
it possible for the church to clear the roll of his name

60
by granting a letter for him to another church,

57Business conference of December, 1868, MUBC, 1850-1871.
seBusiness conference of January, 1870, MUBC, 1850-1871.
59gusiness conference of November, 1870, MUBC, 1850-1871.

6oBusiness conference of September, 1871, MUBC, 1850-1871.



Another case of exclusion which likely had some

overtones of controversy was that of H, H. Barton., Barton

vas excluded on a variety of charges including drinking,

svearing, and dancing, Any one of these offences would

have been sufficient for his exclusion, It is therefore

quite likely that the vote against him was l.manimous.61
Perhaps in this case as in few others, can be seen the value
of church discipline. Barton, after learning of his
exclusion, acknowledged his wrong, expressed his sorrow,
and was forgiven by the church.62

The church not only exercised discipline after the
fact in its attempt to maintain church purity, it also
practiced preventive discipline, or deterrent discipline,
In 1880 the church "...passed a resolution regarding it
a disorder for any member...to play cards for amusement
or otherwise."%3 Three years later ",,.the Church unani-
mously expressed an opinion that it was wrong to risk a

vages at shooting."64 By these means, the church was trying

to insure the morality and decency of its membership.

61lp,siness conference of January, 1879. MUEC, 1872-1879.

62 ce of April, 1879, MUBC, 1872-1879,
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645,siness conference of February, 1883. MUBC, 1879-1904.



T
he period, 1866-1885, was also a time during which

the Cottage Grove Church further extendeg and established

its ministry outside of its own community, The church

vas annually represented at the Baptist Associational

meetings and the delegates from the church took an active

part in the gatheringsﬁs

66
J. Wade Barton, a prominent member

The pastor was also highly active
in the organization,

and deacon of Cottage Grove Church was a significant
member of the Associational Education Committee. Barton
wvas instrumental in the drafting of the following associ-

ational resolution:

The Committee on Education reported as follows:
That we consider ignorance among the ministry a great
embarrassment to the progress of the Baptist cause in
the country, that we consider the want of an education
the principal cause of all the jealousy and discord
among the ministry, We also believe that the supersti-
tious notions with regard to conversion which has
caused so much prejudice against altar experiences
are due, in a great measure, to the want of a well-
informed ministry. We, therefore, suggest that this
body make an effort to send, each year, one or more
of our worthy young ministers to some one of our denom-

inational schools. 67
It was during this period too that for the first time

in the history of the church there vas a representative

sent to the Tennessee Baptist Convention. The person chosen

65Note Appendix III for listing of associational delegates.
66annual meeting, 1877. MWDA, 1877-1956.
1877-1956.

67Annua1 meeting, 1877, MWDA,



to represent the church wag J. Wade -

Barton,

The outreach ministry of the church was even

further extended while Bell was pastor of the Cottage

Grove Church. 1In 1867 William Jones, Bell's assistant

in the pastoral care of the church was granted the
privilege of "...using the church house every third
Sunday for the express purpose of preaching to the
colored population of the vicinity."69 This indicates
the church had an honest and real desire to have
a ministry among people who were likely receiving
little if any spiritual care or religious training,

The next year, 1868, the Cottage Grove church
extended its outreach still further when it extended
an arm of the church to Palmersville, a small community
located near Cottage Grove. The purpose of this was to
aid in the establishment of a new church in that com-
munity. Upon the organization of the new church, however,
the Cottage Grove Church withdrew its influence. These
events then are concrete physical manifestations of the

increasing strength and stability of the Cottage Grove

70
Church from 1866 to 1885.

68 ence of September, 1872. MUBC, 1872-
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CHAPTER IV
STAGNATION; 1885-1896

The period to be discussed in this section begins

in 1885 and continues to 1896. This is a short interim

period during which the church had a total of four pastors.
In many ways it was a period of stagnation. It is not so
much a time of decline and loss as one of listlessness
and lack of direction and achievement,

In March, 1885, the church found itself pastorless
and proceeded to choose a man to fill the vacancy. The
vote for pastor was divided among four men: W. B, Jones,
A, T, Bussell, J, H, Hardwick, and J, W, Bell., The result-
ing vote was in favor of W. B, Jones who received ten of
the seventeen votes cast. The vote was then made unanimous
and Jones was chosen pastor.l The next month, Jones notified
the church that he would accept the position but stipulated
that he would accept it only until the Baptist Association
met in the fa11.2 No reason was indicated as to why he
placed this condition upon his acceptance.

Jones was true to his word, and in September, 1885,

the church wvas again pastorless for the coming year and

lpusiness conference of March, 1885, MUBC, 1879-1904,

2nusiness conference of April, 1885. MUEC, 1879-1904,

45



another election for pastor vas held, On Tuesday, September

15, 1885, "a meeting wag held for the purpose

of electing a
pastor for one year beginning January 1st, 1886." This meet.

ing resulted in the unanimous election of J. H. Petitt as

pastor. The church then voted him a salary of one-hundred

and fifty dollars for the year.3 Petitt's tenure as pastor

vas just one year, however, and in September of 1886 the
church agreed ".,,to go into the election of Pastor for
1887." Petitt's name was again placed in nomination and
was unanimously chosen to serve for 1887.4 He refused to
accept the position, however, and in December, 1877, still
another election for pastor was held. This time Elder A, T,
Bussell was elected.5

There is no information available to indicate the
reason why the church went through such a succession of
pastors during this time. It is likely that the short
tenures of service by these men was by mutual agreement
between themselves and the church. Possibly this shortness
of tenure was indicative of the spirit of directionlessness

which is seen in other areas of the church life at this time,

35usiness conference of September, 1885, MUBC, 1879-1904,
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Bussell's ministry vas as short as hag been the

revious pastors® i
p p 8' and in December, 1888, the church was

once again involved in the election of a pastor. This

time the church chose Elder W. J. Beale.® However. the
° »

next month, the church received a letter from Beale which

indicated that he would not accept its offer. Upon the
reading of this letter, the church set about to elect another
person to the position. The man chosen was Elder Asa Cox.’
Cox's services as pastor were to be continued somewhat

longer than the other pastors of this period. In November,
1889, Cox was elected as pastor for the next year. In October
of the next year he was chosen again, and finally in September,
1891, he was elected pastor ",..without regard to time."8

It was further agreed that "...when either party become
dissatisfied it shall give the other party 60 days notice

so as to give ample time for further arrangements....”g

Despite the agreement that this election was to be

vithout regard to time, or indefinitely, Cox was voted on

o

Business conference of December, 1888, MUBC, 1879-1904.

nce of January, 1889, MUBC, 1879-1904.
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as pastor in 1894 and again in 1895,10 In 1896 another

slection vas hmxa 4o determine the pastor for the next

year. This time Cox wag defeated and elected to replace

him was Elder Fleetwood Ball. Upon learning the results

of the vote, Cox tried to present his resignation but the

church rejected it for the moment,1l 1¢ appears that the
church wished him to complete that year's service as pastor,
It seems likely that there may have been some strong feel-
ings surrounding this entire matter; however, nothing in
the records, except Cox's attempt to resign, directly
indicates this,

Of all the men who served the church as pastor during
this period, Cox seems to have been the most outstanding.
During his ministry at Cottage Grove he remained a member
of the Bird's Creek Baptist Church but was active in the
Baptist Association in behalf of the Cottage Growve Church.12
He repeatedly served the association as its highest elective

; 13
officer, the moderator of the association,”~ While pastor at

Cottage Grove, Cox also served as pastor of other Baptist

1oBusiness conferences of November, 1894 and October,
1895, MUBC, 1879-1904.

1lp,siness conference of October, 1896. MUBC, 1879-1904,

12, a1 meeting, 1889. MWDA, 1877-1956.

- s, 1889, 1890, 1894, 1895. MWDA, 1877-

Annual meeting
1956,



Churches in Henry County, 1 1890, for example, he was

pastor at North Fork Baptist Church and Point Pleasant
Baptist Church as well ag Cottage Grove,l4

During the Years, 1885-1896, the church elected

and ordained additional deacons., 1In March, 1888, three

men were chosen to become deacons. These included W, M.

Coffman, Authur Alexander and Lynn Bowden.l5 The ordination
service was one year later, Asa Cox, the pastor, led the
examination of the candidates, a Brother Hearn gave the
lecture or charge, and A, T, Bussell assisted. Deacon

J. Wade Barton was clerk of the ordaining presbytery.16

In 1891 the church voted to elect still two more

deacons in the persons of R. W, Phillips and A. L. Wrinkle.17

The presbytery gathered for this ordination included Asa Cox

A, T, Bussell, J. B, Swanner, J, Wade Barton, and W. M.

Coffman.18 L. C. Alexander was elected as a deacon of

9

the church in 1896.1 Thus, the church was adding to the

14, a1 meeting, 1890, MWDA, 1877-1956.

15Business conference of March, 1888. MUBC, 1879-1904.

16Business conference of March, 1889, MUBC, 1879-1904,

17Business conference of June, 1891, MUBC, 1879-1904.
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ist of . .
1 persons set aside to give spiritual and practical

leadership to the congregat ion

During this general period too there were changes in

the leadership of other areas of the church's life., Sister

Minnie Dumas was elected as the new church organist in May,
1896.20 The next month, J, M. Todd was elected church
clerk replacing J, Wade Barton who had held this office
for over thirty-five years.21 Previously, in 1887, Lynn
Bowden resigned his position as church treasurer and I, M,
Wrinkle was elected.22 In the fall of that same year,
Wrinkle resigned the position and William Coffman was

elected.23

Finally, in 1891, Coffman resigned and L. C.
Alexander was chosen to replace him.24 These frequent,
almost repeated, changes in leadership of both pastors
and church officers, suggest the sort of directionless
atmosphere which seemed to prevail throughout the entire

period,

The services of the church remained basically unchanged

from earlier periods between 1885 and 1896. The Saturday and

20 conference of May, 1896, MUBC, 1879-1904,
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23 of September, 1887, MUBC, 1879-
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Sunday services at the first of eacn month continued to

the busi
be S8iness conference ang worship service respectively,

The time for meeting was likewise unaltered, 2> Efforts to

change the meeting time were frequent but vain, 26 However,

in 1892 it was agreed that the church conference on Saturday

vas to be held at two o'clock in the afternoon instead of at

the traditional time in the morning., This was to be for

only six months out of the year, however.27 The next year
this was made an annual change whereby the church met at
two in the afternoon *"...from April to October inc].usive."28
All of this change from one time of day to another resulted
in a rather humorous event in 1895, The following record
by the church clerk relates the story:
.« .through mistake Brother Spaulding and several
of the members met at 11 O*'clock instead of 2 0'clock
and had services., Brother D. T. Spaulding giving a
short discourse and etc. and postponed conference.
till some time in the future. Then in the evening, I

and others met and learned what had been done, went
home without further ceremony. 29 [sic]

The communion services were also the object of change

from 1885 to 1896, The regular time for the services was

szusiness conference of July, 1888, MUBC, 1879-1904,

26Business conferneces of September, 1888 and July,
1889, MUBC, 1879-1904.

27Business conference of February, 1892. MUBC, 1879-1904,

283usiness conference of April, 1893, MUBC, 1879-1904,

ngusiness conference of October, 1895, MUBC, 1879-
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changed from every other month to every third month,

This meant that instead of six times a year, the com-

munion would be held four times.3? 1n 1888, R. D. Bowden

and his vife were made a committee on preparation to

prepare the elements of the service.3} L. C. Alexander
had replaced Bowden and his wife by 1894, and in that
same year, Alexander himself was replaced by R. W. Phillips.32
The annual protracted meetings continued to be an
important part of the services of the church. The pastor
was placed in charge of organizing the meetings and getting
an evangelist.33 But during this time of stagnation, the
protracted meetings lost much of their former vitality.
The 1888 meeting, for example, was discontinued, thus indi-

34 15, 1892, the meeting vas

cating that it did not go well.
postponed altogether.35 There had been times in previous

periods when the meetings were postponed but this was not

3°Business conference of June, 1893, MUBC, 1879-1904,

3lBusiness conference of January, 1888, MUBC, 1879-1904,

323usiness conference of January, 1894, MUBC, 1879-1904.

33Business conference of August, 1885, MUBC, 1879-1904,

345,5iness conference of August, 1888. MUEC, 1879-1904,

35Businesa conference of July, 1892, MUBC, 1879-1904.



a common practice before the period, 1885-1896. Despite

f
the fact that the protracted meetings were often not held

during this period, many of those that were held from

1885 to 1896 were highly successful insofar as adidisioss
to the church were concerned,>°

The business side of church life during this period
also suggests something of the stagnation which prevailed
in other areas of church life, Little really significant
business was transacted in this period, Most financial
matters related to the salary for the pastor or the payment
of some other person who had rendered service to the church.
Raising funds was still a rather pressing problem, In July,
1886, it was decided that:

...the Treasurer together with the members present
be requested to see all the members who have not paid
anything and try and get them to pay their part of
sald expenses,...

The result of this fund raising drive was an astounding

: 37
seven dollars and twenty-five cents.

Another primary matter of pusiness which occured during

the period was the frequent repairs that were necessary on

the church building. In June, 1887, "...R. H. Todd and

J. Wade Barton was fficj appointed to repair the Church

: i ndix II for the
36yote the membership records in Apper x I for

additions to the church during the period in

7Business conference of July, 1886. MUBC, 1879-1904.



house by placing rods across same."38 This sort of repair

vork indicates that the walls of the building may have

been pulling apart, Further evidence can be seen of the

condition of the building by the fact that in August of
that year "R, H. Todd was given contract to recover the
Church house, we as a Church agree to pay him one-hundred
dollars to do the work...."39

Despite the apparent rundown condition of the church
building, the church still retained a rather selective
attitude toward what the building might be used for.
In 1886, the church refused to rescind a previous ruling
vhich prohibited exhitions, shows, and political speakings

in the church house.4°

Other groups of religious and social
bent, however, were allowed use of the building.4l In 1891,
the local literary society was allowed the use of the build-
ing.42 The following year the Masonic Lodge was allowed to
use the building for the purpose of installing its officers.

where matters of public interest were concerned, the church

38g,ciness conference of June, 1887, MUBC, 1879-1904.

32 of August, 1887. MUBC, 1879-1904,
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41Business conference of February, 1887. MUBC, 1879-1904.

42Business conference of October, 1891, MUBC, 1879-1904,

43Business conference of October, 1892, MUEC, 1879-1904,



vaived some of the Prohibitions to the use of the church

for certain purposes. In 1894, it was agreed:;

. ...to'suSpend t
which prohibits political s

However, along with this flexibility in some areas of the

use of the building, there was also some rigidness concerning

the use of the building for other purposes. In 1894, the
church refused to allow the Christian and Holiness Brethren
the use of the church house.45

The general stagnation of this period is also reflected
in matters relative to the membership of the church, Some
of this stagnation is seen in the policies that
lished relative to the reception of members from other faiths.
In 1895, the church voted to reject ".,.from this day on the
Baptism of the so called Primitive Baptist denomination."46
This policy tended to exclude persons who might have other-
vise joined the church but likely would not if they were
requested to be rebaptized before admission to the church.

The relative liberalness of the church toward members

guilty of offenses is perhaps additional evidence of a change

44Business conference of August, 1894, MUBC, 1879-1904.

45Business conference of October, 1894, MUBC, 1879-1904.

46puginess conference of October, 1895, MUBC, 1879-1904.



in attitud
in @ on the part of the church concerning discipline,

Examples of this change “i attitude are numerous. A member

d Wi
name 1llie Wrinkle, for eéxample, was charged with dancing,

an offense which Previously would have warranted exclusion,

but recelved no discipline. Wrinkle did request that the

church forgive him but he made no promise that the act would
not be repeated.47 Another member named W. P, Erwin was
proven guilty of drinking and upon making a statement of

his guilt received forgiveness. L. Jones received forgiveness
from the church for striking Brother Olive in what Jones
described as a situation of self-defense.4® W. M. Coffman,

a deacon in the church, was found guilty of drinking to excess
and was approached by a committee of investigation.49 After
the committee made its report to the church, Coffman was
excluded by a vote of sixteen to one. He was later restored,
however, by virtue of his admission of guilt.so Later, he

wvas again charged with the same offense and upon his con-
fession was again forgiven?l Each of these cases indicate

a new leniency which must be understood as a lessening of

the original convictions as to what a church member should

be and do.

47 of March, 1885, MUBC, 1879-1904,
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The outreach of the church was practically non-

existent from 1885 to 1896, This istrue with the exception

of one matter in which the church participated, and the

regular annual associational meeting, In 1885, the

church sent a committee of B, D, Bowden, I, L., Alexander,
George Janes, and J, Wade Barton to the Oak Hill community
",..to assist in constituting a Ch.urch."52 The Cottage
Grove Church also continued to send men and money to the
annual Baptist Associational meeting. However, beyond these
two things, the church seldom reached outside of its own
small community.

It seems obvious that in practically all areas of
church life during this period the most comnoﬁ character-
istic was stagnation, This stagnation may have been caused
by many factors; but probably none was more influential than
the church had lost that fire and coqvictio;»which was SO

much a part of its life in the beginning.

szBusiness conference of May, 1885, MUBC, 1879-1904,



CHAPTER vV
REVITALIZATION; 1898-1908

The final period to be considered in the life

of the Cottage Grove Baptist Church is the period from

1896 to 1908, This is primarily a time of revitalization

in the life of the church. It is a period of renewal from

the stagnation which had set in from previous periods.
This final period encompasses the ministries of three
different men but covers four different ministries.

In October, 1896, the church agreed to elect a pastor
for the following year. This election resulted in the
choice of Elder Fleetwood Ball and the defeat of the
current pastor, Asa Cox.l With this election also came
the beginning of an entirely new era in the church,

October, 1897, saw the election of Ball again as pastor.2

Then again in 1898 he was asked to continue in this position.3
The same was true in 1899.4 These elections continued year

after year until October, 1905, at which time Ball resigned

lgusiness conference of October, 1896. MUBC, 1879-1904.

2pusiness conference of October, 1897, MUBC, 1879-1904.

3 1898, MUBC, 1879-1904.
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And. ene=hundred apd fifty dollars, This money was raised

by subscription as previousiy,®
Upon the receipt of Ball's resignation in 1905, the

church elected a committee of R, A, Coley, H. W. Brisendine,

J. E. Janes, L., A. Simpson, and C. W. Crutchfield to find
another pastor.'7 This is one of the first times that the
church delegated this reponsibility to a committee. The
practice of appointing such a pulpit committe by the Cottage
Grove Church orignated at this time.

In January, 1906, another pulpit committee was appointed.
This new committee was composed of Will Roan, L. A. Simpson
Joe Janes, G, W, Janes, and J. R, Harding. In that same
month, Rev, T. J. Petty was presented to the church and
was elected as pastor for that year.8 By August of that

year, however, another committee consisting of Crutchfield,

Janes, and Harding was appointed to "...see after a Pastor

SBusiness conference of October, 1905. Minutes of ::e
United Baptist Church. Record Book for 1904-1920. Hereafter

referred to as MUBC, 1904-1920.

6Business conference of October, 1904, MUBC, 1879-1904.

7Business conference of October, 1905. MUBC, 1904-1920,
8 1906. MUBC, 1904-1920.
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for another year,~9 i
b4 The committee reported to the church

in October and Fleetwood Ba1j was elected ",,.by a large

but the next month Ball sent word to the church
that he would not accept the position.lo

majority,

Consequently, it

was necessary to choose another pastor. The man chosen

was C. H. Bell. No information is available as to why
Elder Perry did not serve the church the entire year for
which he had been elected, but whatever the reason may
have been the church nevertheless voted to give him a
full year's salary.ll

C. H. Bell served the church just one year and in
December, 1907, he resigned and a committee of Joe Janes,
L. A, Simpson, and C. W, Crutchfield was appointed to
serve as the pulpit committee.l2 The next month the church
was presented with two men to consider for pastor., The
vote was twenty-seven for Fleetwood Ball and four for
W. S. Castleberry. A motion to elect Ball unanimously

was defeated and Ball was elected pastor by a vote of

twventy-eight to three.13 Ball's salary was raised in the

9 ence of August, 1908, MUBC, 1904-1920.
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fall of that year to two-hundred dollars a year. 4 Ball's
second ministry at Cottage Grove Church reaches beyond
the limits of this period, but it is nevertheless the time

vhich most completely symbolizes the revitalization of the

church during the whole period. This second ministry

ultimately extended through the year 1909 at which time
Ball was replaced in the position of pastor by G. T, Mayo.ls
Ball, like other outstanding pastors at Cottage Grove,
served as pastor of other churches in Henry County while
he was pastor at the Cottage Grove Church. Between 1897 and
1902, he served the following churchs: Friendship Baptist
Church, Oak Hill Baptist Church, Bethany Baptist Church,
and Cottage Grove Baptist Church, 1©
During this period, 1896-1908, Cottage Grove Church
underwent changes among the other leadership as well as
the pastor. In 1897, H. W. Brisendine was elected as a
deacon.17 Three years later, Brother Harding was received
as a deacon.la J. B. Lamb and Edward Dumas were elected

deacons in August of 1902,1%nd still other men were chosen

ldgyginess conference of October, 1908, MUBC, 1904-1920,

15gusiness conference of October, 1909. MUBC, 1904-1920.

16, ua1 meetings, 1897-1902. MDA, 1877-1956.

17g,siness conference Of May, 1897. MUBC, 1879-1904.

18Business conference of September, 1900, MUBC, 1879-
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to serve the church ag deacons in 1908 20

The position of church Clerk was also the object of

change during this periodq, M. B. Alexander was replaced

as clerk by E. C, Brisendine in 1898, %! Sidney Austin, who

later replaced Brisendine, was himself succeeded by C. W.

Crutchfield in 1900, %2 Crutchfield resigned the position
later, and L. A, Simpson was elected to fill the resulting
vacancy.23 Simpson continued as clerk until May, 1908, at
which time George Janes was elected to the position.24
The same sort of flux and change was evident in
relation to the position of church treasurer, In November,
1895, L., C, Alexander resigned the job and R, W, Phillips

25 Henry Brisendine came to

was elected to fill the post.
the position in 1900, but in 1901, he resigned to become
a member of the Associational Executive Board as a repre-

sentative from Cottage Grove Church. Chosen to replace

20 conference of October, 1908, MUBC, 1904-1920.
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Brisendine wa :
s C, W, Crutchfield who was also church clerk.z6

Crutchfield was reelected to the Position in 1904, but was

replaced by J. R. Harding in 1907.27 The next year, Harding

resigned as treasurer and asked for a letter of dismissal

from the church, Succeeding him in the position was a

man named Yancy Morris.28

Still another area of Cchange in the church during this
period in the history of the church was the Sunday School. M. E.
Woolridge was elected as Sunday School Superintendent in 1897,
Chosen as his assistant was G. W, Janes, Woolridge was re-
elected to this same position the next year, but E, C,

29

Brisendine replaced Janes as his assistant.“ Emma Jones

was elected in 1898 as the secretary and treasurer of the

30 G. W. Janes, however, replaced Woolridge

33

Sunday School,
as superintendant for the Sunday School in 1899. Later in
the period an entirely new slate of Sunday School officers

was chosen., Will Roan became the new superintendant and

26pusiness conferences of October, 1900, and January,
1901, MUBC, 1879-1904.

27Business conferences of January, 1904, and January,
1907. MUBC, 1879-1904.

28gusiness conference of January,
rence of January, 1897, MUBC, 1879-1904.

1908, MUBC, 1904-1920,
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J. R. Harding was chosen ag his assistant. Dollie
crutchfield became treasurer 32
In all of these cases, the changes may be viewed

as the church reaching for new vitality. Of course
’

the church may not have been aware in the least that

this was the case, but the results that came from

these changes indicate that the trend toward new life

was beginning. These evidences will be considered below.
The characteristics of revitalization can be seen

in the worship services of the church from 1896 to 1908,

Later in the period, in 1904, the church discussed having

services two Sundays a month., It was necessary, however,

to check with the Methodist Church in the community to

arrange with them for the Cottage Grove Baptist Church

to have the first and third Sundays of each month, 33

Church action was taken on this in December of the same

year and it was agreed to have services on the first

and third Sundays.34 However, this change represented

a striving for new life in the church by only some of

the membership for a month later, the decision to have

3zBusiness conference of January, 1906, MUBC, 1904-1920.

33 1904, MUBC, 1879-1904,

conference of October,
pecember, 1904, MUBC, 1879-1920.,
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two services a month wag rescinded, The decision was

instead made that “.,,Bro. Ba11 wiyy only preach at

this Church as he always has,

month...."35

the 1st Sunday in each

The annual protracted meetings during this period
also indicate something of the new life for which the

church was reaching, These meetings again became the

major services for evangelistic outreach and the results
of these meetings during the period indicate that they
were unusually successful, This was particularly true
of the meetings in 1889, 1891, 1895, and 1908, As a
result of the 1908 meeting, for example, there were
some seventy-three additions to the church of which
sixty-eight were by baptism.36 This period, then, was
obviously a time of real revival insofar as actual
numerical growth was concerned.

The communion services also indicate the renewal

of interest in the church from 1896 to 1908, The services

became more numerous and the membership of the church took

more interest in their observance. In 1902, the previous 37
practice of having communion six times a year was resumed.

879-1904,
35Business conference of January, 1905, MUBC, 1

iti i riod.
36Note Appendix II for additions during the pe
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the preparations for the service,38 and in 1906, M
» Mrs, J,
wade Barton presented the
Church with *,,.a ha
coe ndsome

39
supper set.,..." E
p ach of these events or changes relative

to the communion servicesg are suggestive of the renewal

which was taking place in the church

Special services which occured during the period,
1896-1908, also indicate the growth and revival of the
church. Of particular interest are those services that
related to the licensing and ordaining of members of the
church who expressed a desire to enter the ministry.

In 1899, the church voted to license M, E. Woolridge
to preach, The following is the wording of that license:

To whom it may concern: Whereas we have found
in our midst and fellowship our beloved Brother M. E,.
Woolridge, who feels that God has called him to the
work of the Gospel ministry, therefore,

Be it resolved, that the Missionary Baptist
Church worshiping at Cottage Grove, Tennessee, 1n
conference, after due deliberation do hereby author-
ize our Brother, M. E. Woolridge, to preach the
Gospel and hereby request and encourage him to
exercise his gifts wherever God 1n His providence
may cast his lot, and we do most cordially commend
him to the Baptist brotherhood wherever he may go

as a pious and exemplary member., 40

38 ce of August, 1897. MUBC, 1879-1904.
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Woolridge i
ge began hig actual ministry in the fall of

t same
tha Year when the Cottage Grove Church requested

him "...to give his assistance to the Pastor and Church

ing th i
during the protracted services which are to follow," 41

The month following this protracted meeting, the church

voted to ordain W001ridge.42 This suggests that he had

demonstrated that he had rather outstanding ability as

a minister for the usual practice was that a man was not
ordained until after some church had called him as pastor,
However, there is no indication in this period that he
ever served a church as pastor., Woolridge's ordination
took place in November 1899. Below is the wording of

the credentials granted him by the church:

The Baptist Church of Christ at Cottage Grove,
Henry County, Tennessee with the aid and counsel of
Elder Asa Cox, Martin Ball, J, J. Herterson, J. E.
Blevins, W. C. Green, and our Pastor as a Presbytery
to all whom it may concern greetings:

Our much esteemed brother, M. E. Woolridge,
being a member of this Church and a man of good
moral and Christian character anq having gliven
evidence satisfactory to us of his call of God
to the work of the Christian ministry, also belng
found sound in the faith of the Gospel and having
considerable knowledge of Divine things, we here
this day solemnly and in the favor of God, set him
apart to that work by prayer and 1ay1ng.ondof thgmi )
hands of this Presbytery. He is authorizec to a7uin
ister the ordinances and to perform all the o

41, i ess conference of September, 1899. MUBC, 1875-

1904,
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ed office of a mini
g:rggszgggﬁléhggdeg dg reiommend him tgtgil
S od, in His providence, ma
cast his 19t a8 a good and worthy Baptist': Mi?l-
igte:ngtzzlzghzhat the blessing of God may attend
m a 8 burden ma 1 i
el Y be carried with abound

Later in the period, the Church granted a license to
preach to a member named Husiy Penticost.44 The gERhting
of a license to preach to these two men and the ordination
of Woolridge certainly suggest the renewed vitality in the
life of the church between 1896 and 1908,

The business conducted by the church from 1896 to
1908 also suggests the presence of a renewed spirit during the
general period. In 1904, a committee was appointed to look
into the possibility of trading the old church organ for a
new one, This committee consisted of Coley, Brisendine,
Harding, and Crutchfie1d,4? Though it is not known if the
trade was completed, the very fact that it was considered
indicates the progressiveness of the thinking of some in
the church at this time.

Another item of business which had not appeared pre-

d was the question of pur-
46

chasing insurance on the church building.

viously which was now considere
In August, 1901,

= ce of October, 1899. MUBC, 1879-1904,

Business conferen

908, MUBC, 1904-1920,
4Business conference of November, 1 :

«1920,
rence of February, 1904, MUBC, 1904-192

45
Business confe
879-1904,
e of January, 1901, MUBC, 1
46Business conferenc



the church agreed to purchase this insurance and th
en

proceeded to raise the necessary funds,4’

A major item of businesg which was common to a1l
periods was again present between 1896 and 1908, This

was the matter of the finances of the church, In 1897
g ’

the church was still trying to raise money which was
owed to Elder Asa Cox for his previous services as pastor.48
Two years later the issue was still unsettled so G. W.
Janes and L. C, Alexander were appoined to see Cox
about "...the amount due him by the church."49 It was not
until 1907, however, that the debt to Cox was finally
paid. In settlement of the debt, the former pastor
accepted seven dollars and fifty cents and some things
of value donated to him by George and Joe Janes.so

The problem of a salary for the current pastors
during the period was also a vital issue. Generally the
church elected a committee to settle on 2a salary and to
raise the necessary funds.sl Few figures are available

relative to the salary for the pastors but there is no

reason to believe that it was much different from the past

\lgust' 1901. WBC, 1879-19040

47Business conference of A

48gusiness conference of June,
1899, MUBC, 1879-1904,

49gusiness conference of April,

conference of February,

S0pusiness
ce of September and October, 1902,

51Business conferen
MUBC, 1879-1904.



problem of raising fungg for current expenses for just

operating a program anq maintaining a building, However
9 ’

in this period of revitalization there was an attempt

to solve the problem. In 1906, a committes of Harding,

Brisendine, Coley, Janes, ang Dumas recommended an

"...apportionment plan for getting up church expenses,">>

For special financial needs, separate finance committees

were set up to raise funds, In 1906, Sisters Ludie Dowdy,
May Coley, and Ludy Harding were appointed as a finance

committee for raising money to pay the expenses of the

protracted meeting for that year.53 Later that same year,

"a collection was taken far the burial expenses of Sister

54

Bettie Pettie." A finance committee to raise and collect

a subscription for payment for a new church building was

organized in 1908.55

The church building itself was a major item of
business from 1896 to 1908, In the first two-thirds of

the period it was necessary for the church to have a

considerable amount of repair work done on the building.

1906, MUBC, 1904-1920.

= conference of February,

ce of August, 1906, MUBC, 1904-1920.

Business

53Business conferen
04-1920,
54pysiness conference of November, 1906, MUBC, 1904-192

SSBusiness conference of March, 1908. MUBC, 1904-1920,



This was a frequent matte . ,
56 I of business in the monthly

The condition of the church building
was such a problem that in 1907 a committee of Joe

conferences,

Janes, L. A. Simpson, R, a, Coley, Edward Dumas, and

J. R. Harding was appointeq to determine the actual

condition of the house before further repairs were

57
authorized.”’ This committee made its report to the

church in September of that year and was dismis .ed.se

As a result of this committee's report, "... a vote

was taken to decide which we would do, repair the old
house or build a new one, the ma jority favored building."
J. R, Harding, J. E. Janes and G, W, Janes alone with
Sisters Janes and Crutchfield were appointed ",..a com-
mittee to draw plans and estimates on a new building."sg
In the following months this committee saw the addition
of new members and the replacement of older ones. Rufe
Lamb, for example, replaced J. R, Harding on this com-

mittee in 1908, 60

In February, 1908, the building comnmittee was given
the authority to get the new building underway by contracting

565usiness conferences of March, April, and May, 1904.

MUBC, 1904-1920.

57Business conference of July,
ptember, 1907, MUBC, 1904-1920,

1907, MUBC, 1904-1920,

583usiness conference of Se
59Busi.ness conference of October, 1907, MUBC, 1904-1920.

60 1908, MUBC, 1904-1920,

Business conference of January,



for the needed workmen ang materials, 5! Three month
. s

jater, the committee contracted for brick for the
structure from a local citizen for a total of eight

hundred and twenty dollars.®? In june, 1908, the o1

church building was sold for one-hundred and eighty-

two dollars and fifty cents. The same month "...the

contract for the new building was let for the sum of
two-thousand” dollars.63 At the same conference in

vhich this business was transacted, the church instructed
the clerk "...to secure the use of the school building
for use while our house is being constructed.““

It seems obvious from this discussion of church
business from this period that in the business affairs
of the church as in the other areas of its life there
is evidence of revitalization. The last year of this
period, 1908, the church saw the completion of the new
building and the beginning of a new and more vital era
in the 1ife of the church.

Matters relative to the membership of the church

also indicate a revival of the earlier strength and

6lBusiness conference of FebruarY. 1908. MUBC’ 1904-19200

-1920,
6213\181'.mass conference of May, 1908, MUBC, 1904-1
904-1920.
63Business conference of June, 1908, MUBC, 1
ce of September, 1908, MUBC, 1904-

64Bus iness conferen
1920,



conviction of moral Standarqgs, In 1897, the hurch
’ churc
appointed a committee of g « Wade Barton
1

H. W. Brisendine, and L, ¢,

. 65
problem in the community, ° The following quotation

reveals both the problem and the policy:

The committee on making and selling whi
made their report and was discharged, Sgidhc:::.{ttee
presented a resolution to the church for her con-
sideration, by motion and second said resolution
was adopted by the Church:

it resolved, that we, the Baptist Church
at Grove, Tennessee will not receive or
keep in the fellowship of the Church any person
or persons who may be engaged to work in manufac-
turing for sale, or in the sale of intoxicating
liquor as a beverage., 66

Church discipline became even more a part of church
affairs during this period also. In 1897, Jeff Phillips
was excluded from church fellowship for "...disobeying
moral law, declaring non-fellowship with the Church and

67
disobeying Christian 1laws...." ' The next year R, W,

68
Phillips was excluded for non-fellowship. J. M. Lowry

was the object of church discipline for leaving his family.

conference of October, 1897. MUEC, 1879-1904,

of November, 1897. MUBC, 1879-1904.

5 ]
Business

6
Business conference
879-1904,
67 i of October, 1897. MUBC, 1
Business conference oo
685us1i of June, 1898, MUBC, )
Business conference

6gBusiness conference of July,



Fellowship was withdrawn from Gertrude Driver on an

immoral conduct char e
ge in 1900,V 1n 1902, J, R, Harding

and W. M., Coffman were subjects of church discipline as

a result of their being at odds with each other, 't
W. A. Loyd was excluded in.1904 for unchristian conduct,’?
In 1907, James Dumas was excluded on the same charge.73
All of these cases mentioned here seem to be saying
one thing; there was a renewed desire for an honorable
church membership during the period, 1896-1908, Here
then is further evidence of the renewed vitality of the
Cottage Grove Church in this period.
The ministry of Cottage Grove Church outside of its
own community continued much like that of previous periods.
Messangers were sent annually to the associational meetings,

and small amounts of money were sent to aid in financing

74

the associational missions program, = Some special efforts

were made during the period to increase the church's gifts
to missions. In 1906, Sudie Dowdy, May Coley and Dollie

Crutchfield along with Mona Blake were appointed a committee

7oBusiness conference of October, 1900, MUBC, 1879-1904,

71Business conference of April, 1902, MUBC, 1879-1904.

72 1904, MUBC, 1879-1904.

conference of January,
ce of January, 1907, MUBC, 1904-1920,

Business

73Business conferen

Tayote Appendix IIT for listin
gifts to the associatlion.

g of messengers and



to taxe up additional funds for missions, > In the fall

of the same year Bettie Speight, Kate Barber, and H., W.
Brisendine were appointed as a committee to collect still

other mission funds.76 Thus, in its mission concern, the

church was reaching out for new life and greater service,

906, MUBC 1904-1920,
758usiness conference of February, 1 i

904-1920,
per, 1906, MUBC, 1
76pysiness conference Gf " Septemtss



APPENDIX 1"
(Part 1)

"ARTICLES of FAITH"

1st Of the Scriptures,

divin::yh:;igggegheagglzsaible :as written by men

» er

Heavenly instrgctions. that gt h:thgge:S:ritgf
author, salvation for its end, and truth without
any mixture of error for its matter; that it
reveals the Principles by which God will judge us,
and therefore is, and shall remain to the end of
the world, the true center of Christian union,

and the supreme standard by which all human conduct
and opinions should be tried,

2nd Of the true God,

That there is one, and only one true and 1living
God, whose name is Jehovah, the Maker and Supreme
Ruler of Heaven and earth; inexpressibly glorious in
holiness; worthy of all possible honor, confidence
and love; revealed under the personal and relative
distinctions of the Father, the Son, and the Holy
Spirit, equal in every divine perfection, and
executing distinct and harmonious offices in the
great work of redemption.

3rd Of the Fall of Man,

t man was created in a state of holiness,
underTE;e law of his Maker; but by voluntary trans-
gression, fell from that holy and happy sta:e in
consequence of which, all mankind are nov s nneizg .
not by constraint, but choice being by nature utterly

o dix I is divided into three pa:ts. Part 1
is the eﬁg:?cles of Fglth," Part 2 1: ngorgzufcghese
Covenant" and Part 3 18 the "Rules O b % ¥

i re presented with the exact worc-ng
matzztztio: as they appear in the Minutes of the
pun

Church even when guch is crude or questionable.
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Satan : ‘
Yo &nSZf ?ﬁsthzézdgwn sinful passions, and there-
defense or excuse mnation to eternal ruin without

4th Of the way of Salvation,

That the salvation i
thrzugh thi.Mediatoral oggi:;
OOk upon him our nature, yet without sin
law by his personal obedience, and made aéogzgg::dfg?e
our sins by his dgath; being risen from the dead he
1s now enthroned in heaven; and uniting in his wonder-
ful person the tenderest sympathies with divine per-
fections, is ever qualified to be a suitable, compass-
ionate and in all-sufficient Savior.

nners is wholly of grace;
8 of the Son of God who

5th Of Justification,

That the great Gospel blessing which Christ of
his fulness bestows on such as believe in Him is
Justification; that Justification consists in the
pardon of sin, and the promise of eternal life on
principles of righteousness, that it is bestowed
not in consideration of any works of righteousness
which we have done, but solely through His own
redemption and righteousness; that it brings us
into a state of most blessed peace and favor with
God, and secures every other blessing needful for

time and eternity.

6th Of the Freeness of Salvation,

essings of salvation are mgde free
to algh;; :gz ggspelxgthat it is the immediate duty
of all to accept them by a cordial and obed;ent i
faith, and that nothing prevents the salvation g .
the greatest ginner on earth, except his own ;g :n ary
refusal to submit to the Lord Jesus Chrx:t, :de;nation
refusal will subject him to an aggravated co .

7th Of Grace and Regeneration,

t be regenerated
. r to be saved, we mus 1 -
Egazg;?n?riﬁat regeneration consists in giving a
or bo

holy disposition to the mind and is affected in a manner
oly dis
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above our comprehensi
i On or calculation
gf gganOIZoSE;:lt’ So as to secure ourbzoizﬁtgg;er
. :os i S :
formed in the holy fpe1, and its proper evidence is

glory of God, ruit which we bring forth to the

8th Of God's Purpose of Grace,

That election is the gracious purpose of God,

according to which he regenerates, sanctifies, and
saves sinners; that being perfectly consistent with
the free agency of man, it comprehends all the means
in connection with the end; that it is a most glorious
display of God's sovereign goodness, being infinitely
wise,.holy and unchangeable; that it utterly excludes
boasting and promotes humility, prayer, praise, trust
@n God, and active imitation of his free mercy; that
1t encourages the use of means in the highest degree;
that it ascertained by its effects in all who believe
the Gospel, is the foundation of Christian assurance,
and that to ascertain it with regard to ourselves,
damands and deserves our utmost diligence.

9th Of the Preservance of Saints,

That such only are real believers as endure unto
the end; that their persever@ng attachment to Christ
is the grand mark which distlngulshes them from super-
ficial professors, that a special Providence watches
over their welfare; and they are kept by the Power of
God through Ffaith unto salvation.

10th Of Harmony of the Law and Gospel,

God is the eternal andiunqha:ge—
i hat it is jus
his moral government; t

abée rué? gﬁd that the inabillty which the Scriptures
e gg: to fallen men to fulfill its precepts, ar;sez
:::i;el from their love of sin; to del;yezoihiz uﬁg
which znd to restore them through a Msn;agreat s

i ed obedience to the holy law, 18 S nackad
i <o Gospel and of the means oi gragﬁurCh
3§t§h§he estaﬁlishment of the visible .

That the Law of
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11th Of a Gospel Church,

of bar;:?tz:eg ‘;:%ble Church of Christ is a congregation
faith and fell “évers, associated by covenant in the

nances of ChrigZShip of the Gospel observing the ordi-
the gifts, rights governed by his laws, and exercising
his word; th gMie, and privileges invested in them by
3 that its only proper offices are Bishops or

Pastors, and Deacons, whose i
: qualifications, clai
;;xiuguties are defined in the Epistle to T:!Lmot;ymzr'ld

12th Of Baptism and the Lord's Supper,

. That Christian Baptism is the immersion of a
believer in water, in the name of the Father, Son,
and Holy Spirit, to show forth in a solemn and
beautiful emblem, our faith in a crucified, buried
and risen Savior, with its purifying power, that it
is a prerequisite to the privileges of a Church relation,
and to the Lord's Supper in which the members of the
Church, by the use of bread and wine, are to commemorate
together the dying love of Christ; preceded always by
solemn self-examination,

13th Of the Christian Sabbath,

That the first day of the week is the Lord's Day
or Christian Sabbath, and it is to be kept sacred to
religious purposes, by abstaining from all secular
labor and recreations; by the devout observance of "
all the means of grace, both private and pu‘onc,t;n
by preparation for the rest which remaineth for the

people of God.

14th Of Civil Government,

; ivi intment
nment is of divine appoilr ’
uman t
for the interests i gooioo;ge;rg;el; for 2?\:;3;::51}(.
and that magistrates are hings opposed to the

t in t
honored, and obeyed, e"geh,‘_fist, who is the only Lord

rd Jesus : f the
xilth:fch‘::c?.:nce. and the Prince of Kings o

earth.

That civil gover
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15th Of the Righteous ang the Wicked,

16th Of the World to Come,

That the end of this world is approaching; that
at the Last Day Christ will descend from Heaven, and
raise the dead from the grave to final retribution;
that a solemn separation will then take place; that
the wicked will be adjudged to endless punishment,
and the righteous to endless joy; and that this
judgment will fix forever the final state of man
in heaven or hell, on principles of righteousness.

(Part 2)
“CHURCH COVENANT"

1 Divine
Having been, as we trust, brought by .
Grace to ex?\brace'the Lord Jesus Christ, and to give
up ourselves wvholly to hims We do now solemnly and
joyfully covenant with each other, to wall; u:oggthe;
i in brotherly love to his glory as o
Il.grgimwzntherefore, in his strength, engage th;t we
Will’exercise a mutuai cais‘;ua‘so;\e::zr:ﬁog:e bgdy -
romote the g
gggggii;ntl?mgwledge, holin::g an:pg::ﬁoixtl ;.gltzieend
- t co .
thii w: nc;‘gg St'?ggtpetgfggcure and promGgs :l;gsihgbjects,
b 2 " ship of )
i d the public wor B o
gid‘i';gc‘elzhgi his house; and hold constant COm®

. i heerfully
eins that we will ¢C
with each other ther for the support of the
operty tor, e
contribute of °:ran§: g? the faithful mln}:tr{oggt
poor and mainte us; that we will not omit C
the gospel amongd nor allow of the too

{qi me -
and family Rellg;°2h:tg?gat' duty of religiously

common negleCt |
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training up of our children and those under our care
vith a view to the service of Christ and the enjoy- ’
ment of Heaven; that we will walk circums |

pectly with
the world, that we may win their souls; rememberin

g

that God hath not given us the spirit of fear, but
of power and of love and of a sound mind; that we
are thg light of the world, the salt of the earth--
as a city set upon a hill which cannot be hid, That
we will frequently exhort, and if need be, admonish
each other in love, according to Matthew chapter
eighteen 1n the spirit of meekness, considering our-
selves lest we be tempted also. As is in our Baptism
we were buried with Christ and raised again to walk
in newness of life, there is on us a special obligation
henceforth to walk with him, And may the God of peace,
who brought again from the dead, our Lord Jesus Christ,
that great shepherd of the sheep, through the blood of
the everlasting covenant, make us perfect in every good
word and work to do his will; working in us that which
is well pleasing in his sight through Jesus Christ our
Lord, to whom be glory forever and ever. Amen.

(Part 3)
wRULES of DECORUM"

. ' '
Artlc;: ;gree to meet in conference once 1ln every

month, or more often if necessary.

Articlliemgéerator shall be chosen by the sufferage

od order and
who shall observe do
:chp;:.ggnc;ﬂlergli’ons before he takes the vote of the

iberty of speech
[ . He shall have 11 meth
s tgeﬁember, put he shall qot Z::ecasting
:g ag{ugzgebe tied then he shall give
e

vote,

. ht before the Church by
All Lusiness brought i ; ’
: n ithdrawn
' ttended,to py the Cchurch, unless with
shall be a

by the mover.
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Article 4

his s:g{ Pa:;sog wishing to speak shall rise from
Sius we. G s:n:l‘:?; the moderator; and if two
vhich shall speak first. Aud no wompes ipocoide

. And no membe i
speaking shall cast reflection on any ;e:hs;;e
9

but shall strictly adhere to the subject at hand,

Article 5:

. It shall be the duty of all me

their seats in conferencz and bear l:b:;:ttgfft%\t
expenses Oof the Church; and if any male member
shall absent himself from two church meetings in
sucession, it shall be his duty at the third meet-
ing to state his reasons for so doing; and if he
miss three meetings, the Church shall appoint
some two or three Brethren to visit him and cite
him to the next meeting in course, and if he fail
to appear and give satisfaction to the Church, he
shall be dealt with as for other offences.

Article 61

No members shall arraign another before the
Church for any grievance without first taking
gospel steps.

Article 73
We agree to keep up the Brotherhood, and not

speak nor act anything unbecoming each other as
Christians.

Article 83 '
No person shall speak more than twice on any

subject without leave from the moderator.

Artlcrlis z?\;le members shall leave his seat during

Church conference without permission by the moderator.

Articjit tgéll pbe the duty of all members Exi'e!s:nt
at any Church meeting to vote on all 2§2smger-
before the Church, wheret cailigo o:a;ydesire de
ator or any other m mbe -4

obtain t:z mind of the whole Churc
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Article 11:

accordingly. offending shall be dealt with
Artic%e 12s

O person shall be :
ship of thi received into the fellow-

8 Church by any other than unani
imous
vote of the members present; but a majority of

voters shall govern in the transacti
other business. action of all

Article 13:

Any person breaking through these rules shall
be called to order by the moderator.

Article 14:

These rules may be altered or amended at any
time when such alternation or amendment shall be
desired by a majority of members present at any
regular (stated) Church meeting.

Article 15 _

Our reqular (stated) Church meetings shall
be held on gge first Lord's Day in each month
and Saturday before; and we agree to celebrate
the Lord's Supper on the first Lord's Day in
April and June and September.
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APPENDIX 11"

MEMBERSHIP RECORDS

(Additi(leso-lgoe)
n
1850s August------ Moses gozé-L (Losses)

Penelope Todd-L
Harvey W. collier-L
John H, Olive-L
Oscar s, Stephenson-L
Sarah Stephenson-L
Candace Powel-L
Jonathan Stephenson-L
Nancy Stephenson-L
Robert A, wade-L
Leron Olive-B
Leondias Olive-B
Erasmus D. Collier-B
Isabella Hartsfield-B
Samuel D, Mann-B
Manalcus B, Todd-B
James A, Highfill-B
Rutha L. W, Highfill-B
John B, Todd-B
Martha H, Hartsfield-B
Thomas Highfill-B
Alexander Wade-B
Jane Coley-B

Mariah Coley-B
Charity Powel-L
Elizabeth Collier-L

eptember---Ann Freeman-B
=EE Rufus Todd-B

Alexander Wade-EX

1851y June-=-==---
~John H, Olive-L

i es to the membership
*The material in Appendix II relat

. is Appendix
d, 1850-1908, This
activities for the tot2’ Egg;gs'in the membership. The

P ¢ 1 and e was Bapti_sm
:ggws bo:h :‘gdgt;ggsL indicate thetai‘?,g;;mrv;me abl},ol;'eviatlons
or EZXinlgf REcommeﬁdatiOn res%;feither Letter of Recom-

was
L and Ex indicate the 10:2pective1y.
mendation or Exclusion I
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1852: January-----_ Ellen Tharpe-p
Acrissa Edwards-B
June-=——eeo______
R Leroy Olive-y,
------ Hester Ann Todd-B
gigah Highfili-B
1zabeth D, Thar
D pe-B
Sarah J, Freeman-B
Moses S, Austin-B
Mann Stephenson-?
September----Frederic Austin-B
1853: February----- William S. . Shaw-L
Francis A, Shaw-L
August-===-== Sarah E. Shaw-B
Mary E. Todd-B
Margia Clapp-B
1854;  February---------e-emmmmm- SR Moses S, Austin-L
T S — Frederic Austin- Ex

Heturah Killebrew-L
Katherine E, Kelso-L
Joseph Jones-L
Elizabeth A, Jones-L
Nancy M. Powell-B
Caroline Coley-B

September----Amanda Austin-B

Leonidas Olive- L

1855: February

May--------- -Joseph Shaw-L
Sarah Shaw-L
Arminta Caveness-L

--------- Frotilla Bates-L

June James L. Morton-L
Elize Morton-L

July===--==== -J. Wade Barton-B

Magones-L

September----Thomas J. Robert A, Wade- L
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18551 October-«--- s e
(cont.) o TTTTTTTTTTS Hampton Highfill-L
Sarah Highfill-L
18561 February-=-——eecmme oo .
--------- William S, Shaw-L
Francis A, Shaw-L
May==--cc e e
---------- H ° W . COll ier-L
Erasmus Collier-L
Elizabeth Collier-L
August-=====- Harriet Veach-L
October===-c-cececaccaaaax ———————— Margia Clapp-L
185731 Aprilee--cccccmccmmcm e e Thomas L. Magones-L
November=-—c-eemmeccccaceccamea—== -James L. Morton-L
Eliza Morton-
Harriot Veach-L
Martha Hartsfield-Ex
18583  April--------Elizabeth- Hutcherson-L
J‘ny- -------- M ary Hall—L
November --=--- D.H, Highfill-L

sarah Highfill-L
J .M., Todd-B

S ) D ] SCOtt.-B

E. H. Todd-B
Lewis Graham-B
Minerva Mann-B

c. T. Graham-B
Bathsheba Graham-B

Katherine Kelso-L

1859; March=-=-=---~ -

April-——---—-Elizabeth Jordan-L

-B
--------- Geneva Stephenson
g J.J.Ce Stephenson-B

Josephine Riggs-B
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18601 December

- —— -
-
b L
-~ - ——

March=--eeaao_____ -
------------ Frotilla Bates-
Sarah J, Freeman- L
Mann D, Stephenson-L
JUne ==L
---------- <John W, Todd-L
Hester Ann Todd-L
November

. =Armi 0.
Yevine C. Todd-L minta Caviness-Ex

Mary E. Watson-L
1861-16623s NO RECORDS ON MEMBERSHIP

18633 April--------"Jane", a servant of Sister Todd-L
June--=-=weea W. T. Jones-examination
1864‘ July -------- -R.P. Olive-L
J ° S ° SCOtt-L
mcemr ————— - G - D D - - - - D.HQ Highfill- L
Sarah Highfill-L

18653 February----- K.C. Rose-L
Arrena Rose-L

May--=====-== W.L. Woolverton-L

o Manaleus B, Todd-L
August---==-==-s====-s=s==o-osooos Mary E. Todd-l
October===--- S. S, Watson-L
November----- Martha Coble-examination

Miss C. B. Wilson-B
Leonda Jones-B
Louisa Rose-B

tt-B
18661 July=---==—=" Genetta Sco

- Ann Rose-B
August----- ﬂ:?gﬁa ann Woolverton-B
-B
Mary Tharpe
Mary N. Tharpe-B

s G. RiChie-L

ma :
Tho st

Mary J. Ri



18671

18683
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Januarye---._ I, M, Wrinkje-L,
Clementine Wrinkle-],
« L, Wrinkle_L

April----o___ William Jones-L
Sealy Joneg-L
Nathaniel Jones-L,
0. S. Stephenson-L
Sarah Stephenson-L
Geneva stephenson-L
John C, Stephenson-L
James Jones- Ex
JUY = __
uly Tame Gw;;;:; --------- Mary Hali-L
August------—Jessie Burton-r,
Mary F. Wrinkle-B
Mariam E, Todd-B
Almidia Todd-B
Julia A, Todd-B
Sarah Ann Todd-B
May---==—ce-- -James Halcomb-L
Margaret Halcomb-L
Sarah Halcomb-L
Mary Halcomb-L
JUly==-mmmm e e e e e e e e S.S. Watson- Ex
September----~—--ceemccmc e —— e ~James A. Highfili-L
E.B, Jeffry-B at Palmersville
Laura Kilgore-B at Palmersville
A, C. Brann-B at Palmersville
J.C. Jones-L
Elizabeth Jones- L
E.B, Jeffry-L
A.C, Brann-L
Laura Kilgove-L
Elizabeth
Hutchenson-L
______________ Nancy Powell-L
Nobember---========~

.............. Amanda Austin-L
December--=-==-"""""" Cora Wilson- Ex



18691

18703

18711
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January--===ee-a_.. e c————— Sister Speight-L
February==—eeemmee o ___ Sister Jordan- Ex
JUNe === e e cm e e Sister Coble-L

August-==-—-a e ————————————— ~Levi Killebrew-L

September----W,L, Wrinkle-B

Bro, Richie and
wife-L
Nathaniel Jones- L
Mrs., S. D, Mann-statement

November-=--- i

-------- K.C. Rose-L
December-------- R e A e e S e e e Arrena Rose=- Ex
Louisa Rose- Ex
Sarah E, Rose- Ex
AWQUSt=—ecceermprecraf-—aeraenes=s Nancy A. Rose- Ex
November =----= Ssarah E. Woolverton-B

Lucy A. Wrinkle-B
Sa Do SCOtt- Ex

December-—-=- Elder J. W. Bell-L
Elizabeth Bell-L
R, W. Murrell-L
Dililah E, Johnson-B

------------------- S. Da scott'L .
sk Martha A, Hasting-L
Charity Powell-L
------------- W. Lo WOOlvertOn—L
e T Sarah Woolverton-L
May===-====""" A, H. Barton-B
June---===--" George Gresham=L
...... ~—---==Sarah Halcomb-L
August--===="""" e

Scott-restored to fellowshlp

september----S¢ De
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1873

1874
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April=—eeecaa S. M, Sparks-L
Johnson Sparks-L
May===ce-=ua
ay Susan A. Crutchfield-B
Jung-==-===x Mary A. Gresham-B
Sarah A, Gresham-B
July-======= D. A, Sparks-L
W. AQ Bell-L
JUly=recccecaccncaac———
D e Ll DD L L DL Ll Ann Humpherys-p,
August------ S. D. Mann-L
Walter Johnson-B
February-------==--=s=-=c--cc--e- Lucy A, Wrinkle-L
July-======-=J, L, Bell-L

Francis J. Bell-L

September---R. D. Bowden-B
B, D. Bowden-B
Mary Bowden-L
Eliza B, Bowden-L
Julia Ann Bowden-L
Lutitia Crowder-L
D. J. Bowden-B
R, L. Jones-B
susan F. Bowden-B
c., A, wWard-L
0. H. Barton-B
John Gresham-L

HOVRbaE mmms == e ===
------------- -Jane, a servant-L
May----=--""""" ——————
“er"’"’M . B . Al exander“L
GRpES sister A. J. Alexander-L

Joseph Janes-L
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18761 February---.._.______
-------- “===--0. H. Barton- E
March=--eeeeo_________ x
------------ Lewis Graham- Ex
C. P, Graham- Ex
May ------- -——————

Margia Clapp- Ex

R. W, Murrell- L,

18773 NO RECORDS

18783 July===—ceeao Rebecca Jones-L

August—-eea- -J. R, Smith-B

September—=-eeeemmm e C. W, Crutchfield-Ex
1879 March====-w- -John Jones-L

Euphrates Jones-L
Semantha Jones-L

APri)—emmmm e mn s ————mmeome ? Coley- Ex
J.L, Bell
and wife-L
July --------- . Co Alemder"L

Catherine Alexander-L

September----Arthur Alexander-L
Lule Alexander-L
sudie Alexander-L
Alice Alexander-B

mbe - i d-rebaptized
December -----Julia Tod : John Todd- Ex

18801 April-------- :

W, L. Jones-L

1881 February

-Lule Coley-L
Bettie A, Palmer-L

—————— -
——— —— -
-
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1881l July -------- Hitt'
(cont.) '€ Alexander-p
August-----ee______
Fannie Street-],
Pardie Wrinkie-L
September---Elder W, B, Jones ang wife-L
D, W. Jones-L
Lavinia F., Shelton-L
Ema Fo DeanS-L
Lynn Bowden-B
E'. D- Owen-B
Sidney Olive-B
Eugene Todd-B
Ivan.Alexander-B
Lonnie Crutchfield-B
Eo M. Janes"‘B
A, E, Janes-B
October----- W. W, Smith-B
Bro. and Sister
Brown-L
November-------=-=-o- -——- Minnie Lane-L
December=-—=-==-ecmcemc e cme—ee— Sister Petty-Ex
Bro, Bond and
and wife-L
18823 January---=-------=--es=-=--=—--= -J., R, McRee-L
------------------------- William Jones-L
March=---= Celia Jones-L
August------- N. C. Hill-B

Mollie Williams-B
A, W, Bowden-B

J. Q. Bowden-B

J. Moses Todd-B
Cc. L. Davidson-B
W. W. Wrinkle-B

-N. Jones-L
Rebecca Jones-L
S. R. Jones-L
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18831 February

E.W.mes-Ex
Lonn@e Crutchfield-Ex
Russia P, Olive- L
E%la Olive- L

Sldney Olive- L

March=-—eeeeao o ______
-------- C. F. Davidson-Ex
Aprilesceeemeo o _______
---------- Laura Todd- L
Eugene Todd-gx
Ma ------------------ - -
) A i DL LT H.H, Alexander
and wife-L
Martha Ann Bell-L
June---=-== Ann Wrinkle-B
December-==-=-mrem e -James Scott
. and wife-L
Queenie Davis-L A, M, Alexander-L
18843 Aprilececcec o e Emma Fonville-L
Novemmr ————————————————————————— H.H. Barton'L
S. C. Todd-L
wWilliam Jones-L :
Celia Jones-L
DeCEmbEr === —=mmmmmmm == =mmm———== W.L. Wrinkle-L

Mary Wrinkle-L
W.B. Jones-L
D.W,.Jones-L
L.H. Shelton-L
Joseph Janes-L
M.E. Janes-L

Annie Alexander-L
Sister Coley-L

18853 January

M. B. Alexander-L

reprean . W, Bell, wife,
gon and daughter-L
------------- -J, Moses Todd-L
March=--========"""7
------------ Bro. Janes
May-=-=-="""""TT T and wife-L

Bro. Smith
and wife-L



18861

18873

18883

1889
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MarChe=-ecemaaa _____
--------- William Jo

and wife-I?es

0.T. Barton-L

Susan Barton- L

D.A, Wilson-p,
May--===cw-- A.M, Alexander-L
November—ewecamaao oo _

"""""" D.J, Bowden, wife

and sons-L

J.M, Todd and
December-=-eecaccaaao

PSS Y.P,

F.H, Petitt-L Todd- L
February-----=---eceecceacccccaaa— Anna C ? -L
March=-===--ececccecamrccccccccnm e Queenie Johnson-L
September--=-==-e--ses-cecoccoa-o -J,W. Wrinkle,

wilfe and daughter-L

G.W, Janes and

wife-L

November~----A.T, Bussell-L
Ella Bussell-L
Lula Dumas-B
Lula Erwin~B

December ----Charles Bomar-B

April-----=- sallie Alexander-L
May----=-=-= Mary A. Shankle-L
January--------="-""""""TTTTTTTTTT

——==James parker-L
BRC-EERY Luerita parker-L

Dora Meadows-L

F.H., Petitt-L

sarah A, Gresham-L
E.D. Bowden-L

A, M. Alexander-L
sallie Alexander-L
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18891  August----- Sallje Parker-p,
(cont.) Sara Meadows-1
ew Foster-B
Ida E, Shankje-p
May Crawford-g
Sallie Todd-B
Mittie 0'Danjej-p
Myra Lee Bussel1-B
Mary Ann Busgsey}.-p
Cora s, Bussel1-B
Ella Jones-B
E. H., Todd-restoreqd
Nellie McEhhan-B
Mildred Hunt-B
D. B. Emmerson-L
J. N. Shankle-B
wo To MCRee-B
J. E. Erwin-B
C. T. Greer-B
Martha Greer-B
Nancy E. Emmerson-B
September-—-=—emm o W. W, Wrinkle-L
December---Louisa E, Barton-B
----------------------- Thomas Highfill-,
10501 A== Mana B, Todd-B
mbeY ==--eecccrccccccccccc e - -J, N, Shankle-L
s S Mary A, Shankle-L
Melinda Shankle- L
Ida E. Shankle-L
......... E. P. Alexander-L
o i Ludie Janes-L
. T W. J. Shankle-L
P. H! Bomar-L
------ Sallie Bowden=L
MAPCHmm =S S. W. Barton-L

Alexander Barton-L



18911

1892
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) T ———— A, T, Bussell-

Ella Bussell-
Lee Myra Bussell- L
Mary Ann Bussell-L

Dona Sparks-B NALK B SEASLl= T

Doxy Sparks-B

Pentona Hunt-B

M. B, Alexander-[,

Martha E, Foster-B

Eliza Erwin-B

W. M, Coffman-restored

J. P, Phillips-B

T. S. Johnson-B

September--Tillman Johnson-L

Nancy A, Davis- L

October----=ccceo—e. e <J., J. Yates-1L
Nellie McEffan- £x

January=--=-=cccmm cm e Minnie Bowden-L
February--=-==—cecacaccacmccacaaa- Bro. Foster- Ex
----------------------------- Lynn Bowden- L
Mareh Alice Bowden-L
---------------------------- Mary E. Todd-L
i Mary Todd-L
Maude B. Todd -L
----------------- . C. Hil1-L
June-=-=—==-===-=< '
................ Bettie J. Speight-L
August---------===

Roma R, Puryear-B
H. W. Sears-B
Nancy J. Hopkins-B
Mattie W. Crowder-B
Cammie Y. Todd-B

------------- E. H, Todd-L
October--=====""""""" Sallie Todd-L
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18933 February---Mauge Todd-L

August-=---- George W, Jones-L
Susan F. Jones-L
Lorie L, Jones-L
Yerena C, Todd-L

October----Mary E, Todd-L

18943 January----Ellen Todd-L

Marche=—ceaa e

------------ -J .J. Yates- Ex
June--=====a W. H. McFadden-L
August-=--- Mattie L. Jones-B

Grizzy A Brisendine-B

October----L, M, McFadden-B

18951 February===-=ccssrmcrcca—snsceecex H. Johnson- L

March ----------------------------- H. D. Byars- Ex
Lieuella Parker-B

May--===-- —Julia Crutchfield-B
Julia C. Bowden-L

Thomas Doran-L
Anna Doran-L

Mary Todd-L

Abby Todd-L )
Ellen Todd-rebaptized
Mattin Erwin-B
Minnie Dumas-B
Emma E. Jones-B
Betty Speight-L
Ada Petty-B

Betty A. Bruce-B
Lilly Ridgeway-B

---------------- Lula May Erwin-L
Bro. Parker-Ex
parker's wife

and daughter-L
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S apESssaata Anna Moore-L
August=———o
ugust Roma Capplinger-p
Sister
December Tyler-L

=Joe Erwin- L,
W. F. McFadden- L

18973 March

October--———-ecaemaao__
"""""""" ~Jeff Phillips-
December—--—ccecmma o o e &
---------- Ada Petty-.L
18983 February----=-—c-cececa--
---------- Anna Moore- L
April--==-=—ccece——a--
Prlil-==—meme e e e e Ellan Todd- L
June--==--=-e-mmeecee——o i
---------- R. W. Phillips- Ex
J\ny——-————-———- --------------- -J. M. LO\n'Y- Ex
September----=-===-====—--—c-—-=--== Kate Smith-L
NovemMr ————————————————————————— -Cather ine
Alexander-L
1899s  Aprile---=mm-—m=mm=mmm=-o====oooo Tommie Cates-L
Moses Todd- L
May=———mmmmmm—mmmmmmm—n—e=m===os W. P. Erwin-L

October----Cather ine Alexander-L
Maud Todd- L

Mary Todd- L

currie Lee- L

———-—-————-———-———————-————

Eliza Erwin-L
Mattie Erwin- L

1900:  February

sallie Parker-L

- ———— - - - - - - - -
—— - - - = - - - - -— - -
- -

August----- willie Highfill-B
= Lutie Harding-B
Julia coley-B
Nattie Wwilliams-B

da coley-L .
:rs. F. A williams-L
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O ctober----M,
lg?cont . L. Camp.L

Gertrude Driver-gx

19013  March------ Effie Olive-L
19023 January= - - == - s e — e — e m— - ———— Melinda Strick-L
March--—=-- Carlton Owen-L
May---=-=-s--sssssssoss-essooo-oo- Sister Porter-L
O T o e o e e e s e Ethel Harding- L
Lucy Harding- L
Lutie Harding- L
Ooctober--==--=-e-em———eeeces—o——=- Connie Todd-L
December --=-—====-=-—====--==s=-===== Bro. McGhee-'L
19033 July-====-= W, C. Cathey-L

Leona Cathey-L

Leona Cathey- L

----------------- Dora Bevil- Ex
R January---"TTTTTo W. A, LOYd-" Ex

------------- Mollie Olive- L
wary--------"""""" .
o i Harriet W. Speight-Ex

George Cote-L

------- A. H. Barton-L
agpmmm eSS Miriam Barton-L
ay william Barton- L

-Mr. and Mrs.
stacker ward-L

- - -
-
-
- -
--———-—.—-
—— -

June
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( ) A, H. Barton- gy
Tansil Jones- Ex
Thomas McGhee-gx
Horace sears- L

December—=—eeeeo oo
--------- =J. D, Phillips- L
19061 July---==-=ceccaaa-
-------------- ~James Williams-Ex
September---Anna Moore-L
1907 January---——=-= e e T e T -James Dumas- E
- EX
November —=—ecccaccm e Sudie Loyd- Ex

Pearl Kirk- L

1908: January---=-==-=-ssee-e-ccec---e- -J. R. Harding- L
J. A, Highfil
wilfe-L 4 4 g
February==-===-==--cecccecc-cnca=-- Anna Moore- [,
April--=--- Mollie Parker-L

August-----John Alexander-B
Eva Compton-B
C. F. Lee-B
Charley Barber-B
Fred Ridgeway-B
J. P, McClure-B
Foster Smith=-B
Chester Coley-B
D, D. Dumas Jr.=-B
D. G. Shankle-B
c. C. crutchfield-B
C. A, McQuirter-B
P. F. Clarry-B
J. F. Webb-B
sallie A. Well-B
Cledis Ccole-B
odel Bell-B
Eulie Taylor-B



19083 August---——-7J,
(cont_) M.

(cont.)
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C. Paschall-B

A. Bedwell-B

Mrs. Ima Shankle-B

Frank Olive-B

Mrs. Frank Olive-B

H. H. Miligan-B

Mrs. H. H. Miligan-B

A. G. Taylor-B

D, B. Dowdy-B

Mrs. D. B. Dowdy-B

B. E. Walton-B

J. H. Dowdy-B

Liss Moore-B

Oce Stewart-B

William Nickles-B

JaCk Moore_B

Elbert Rawls-B

Edward Chatman-B

Ora Stewart-B

Pearl Moore-B

Nettie Whitlock-B

Willie Freeman-B

Lou Z. Penticost-B

Ruby Lamkins-B

Mrs. Jessie Olive-B

Yancy Morris-B

Mrs. Yancy Morris-B

Celia Blake-B

Mary Barber-B

Alma Hayes-B

Hester Loyde-B

Dalla Brown-B

Vera Farris-B

Maude Spicer-B

Mamie Cate-B

Era Miligan-B

Mrs. Jammie Hayes-B

Howard Penticost-B

Asa Emmer son-B

Mrs. Dollie Hawks-B

o. T. Lee-B

Herman Milliken-B

Ssallie Pennington-B

Ruby Roberts-B

Je. To Nickols-B

Mrs. J. T. Nickols-B
ar Nickols-B

ey essie Taylor-L

. J ;
ﬁi:, Alileen Wiggins-L
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1908| Awt ----- Mrs. B' Eo walton‘L
(cont.) (cont.) Mrs, Jimmie Hays-L
Era Puryear-L

September--Tate Ring-L

Will Roan-L

December---Era Milken-L
Allen Morgan-L
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APPENDIX 1I1*

ASSOCIATIONAL RECORDS
(Delegates)

1850s Moses Todd, Oscar S, Steph (Gifts)
. e
(Harvey Collier, Alt,)p nson $ 1,50
1851t Moses Todd, Oscar S. Ste hens
. on
(Harvey Collier, Alt.)p ' 2,00
1852: Moses Todd, Harvey Collier 2.00
(Oscar S. Stephenson, alt.) :
1853s Moses Todd, Harvey Collier 1.00
(Oscar s, Stephenson, Alt,) :
18541 Harvey Collier, Oscar S. Stephenson 1.50
(Moses Todd, Alt,)
1855: Moses Todd, Oscar S. Stephenson ?
(Rev, James L, Morton, Alt.)
1856:+ Rev, James L, Morton, Oscar S. Stephenson 1,950
(Moses Todd, Alt.)
1857: Revy, J L. Morton, Moses Todd 1.50
Yievgmﬁfllebrew,Ale.y
1858: Oscar S. Stephenson, J. Wade Barton 1.50
(J. W. Todd, Alt.)
.50
1859: J. W, Todd, J. C. Jones 1.5
(Oscar S. Stephenson, Alt.)
1.50
18603 Moses Todd, J. Wade Barton )
(Oscar S. Stephenson, Alt.
1.50

1861: J. Wade Barton, Moses Todd
(Levi Killebrew, Alt.)

: nd the
*This appendix includes the IISth:fcgetggtﬁzsw:stern
annual gifts from the Cottage Gr°ve8§0 to 1908, The abbrevi-
District Baptist Association from 1delegate.
ation Alt. indicates the Alternate
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18623 Moses Todd, J. A, Highfi

(Joseph Jones, Alt?) 111 $ 1.50
18633 Moses Todd, J, wad

(Joseph t-'rones' Aftl??rton 1.50
18643 Moses Todd, J. Wade Bart

(Joseph Jones, ait.) o 2.00
865:¢ Moses Todd, J. Wade
o (S. D. Scott) b e 2,00
18663 J. Wade Barton, Moses Todd ?

(Elder S. D, Scott, Alt.)
1867: William Jones, Moses Todd, J. Wade Bart

(J. J. Gwinn, a1t,) ’ arton e
186831 Elder William Jones, J., J. Gwinn, J, W. Todd ?

(S. D. Scott., Alt,)
1869: Moses Todd, J. M. Todd, I. M. Wrinkle 2.00

?

1870s W. L. Woolverton, James M. Todd, I. M. Wrinkle ?
(Elder William Jones, Alt.)

18713 J. W. Bell, William Jones, Bro. Gwinn 2.00
(J. M., Todd, Alt,)
18723 J. W. Bell, J. Wade Barton, Moses Todd 2.50
(William Jones, Alt.)
1873: J. W. Bell, William Jones, J. wade Barton 3.00
(J. M. Wrinkle, Alt.)
1874: J. W, Bell, J. L. Bell, J. Wade Barton ?
(William Jones, Alt.)
(¢
1875; J. W, Bell, J. Wade Barton, B. D. Bowden
(D. J. Bowden, Alt.)
den ?
(D, J. Bowden, Alt.)
4,00
1877 J. W, Bell, J. Wade Barton, J. W, Todd
T
Bowden ?

D, O
1878s J, w. Bell, J. M. Todd, D-
B° D. Bowden, Alt.)



1879

188013

1881

18821

1883:

1884:

1885

18863

1887

18883

18893

1890,

1891

1892

1893,

1894;

1895,

1896,

(Appendix IIT cont,)

J. W, Bell’ D g
. ° Bo

J- w. Bell’ B. D.

(I. J. AlexanderBOWden’ J. M. Todd

» Alt,)

J. wo Bell D' J
3 B heuRand aBRTgen 9. . Tode

Jo W. kll’ w. B. JOn
(D, J. Bowdenp Mto?s’ J. M. Todd

J. W, Bell, W,
(7. Wade'Bartgﬁ,Jgggf’ I. J. Alexander

J. W, Bell. B, D,. Bowden, J
(E. R. Owen, Alt.) e S B

B. D, Bowden, J, M, Todd, W, M do man
(I. M., Wrinkle, Alt.) ) £

J. M, Todd, B. D. Bowden, W, M., Doffman
(E. D, Owen, Alt.) ’

No informatimn available

W. M., Coffman, J. Wade Barton, B. D. Bowden
(A, J. Bussell, Alt,)

Lynn Bowden, L. C. Alexander, W. M, Coffman
(E. D. Alexander, Alt.)

J. Wade Barton, L. C. Alexander, Lynn Bowden
(W. M, Coffman, Alt.)

L. C. Alexander, A. L. Wrinkle, G. T. Green
(R. W. Phillips, Alt.)

A, L. Wrinkle, L. C. Wrinkle, J. D. Phillips

(R. W, Phillips, Alt.)

J. Wade Barton, L. Cc. Alexander, A.
W. Phillips, Alt.)

L. C. Alexander, R. W. Phi;lips, J.
(H, W. Sears, Alt.

L. C. Alexander, R. W. Phillips, J.
(A, L. Wrinkle, Alt.)

H. We. Brisendine,

Alt.)

E. Erwin
E. Erwin

Ed Dumas
Le Co Alexander,
(Robert PhilllpSs,

105

3.00

3.00

3.00

2.50

2,00

2,00

2,00

2,00

2,00

2,00

L. Wrinkle 2.00

2.00

1.75

2,00



18974

18981

1899

19003

1901

1902:s

1903:

1904;

1905;

1906

1907;

19083

H.
L.

L.
H.

E,

W.
c.

c.
W.

C.

(Appendix III cont, )

Brisendine,
Alexander (

Alexander,
Brisendine

Brisendine,

D. B, Emmerson
Sidney Austin, a1¢,)

Sidney Austin,
(D. B. Emmerson, Ait,)

M. E. Woolridge

Witt Coley (George w, Jones, Alt,

Harding, Brisendine, Jones
(Crutchfield, ait.)

Harding, Brisendine, Dumas
(Crutchfield, Alt.)

Joe Janes, Ed Dumas, Bruce Lamb
(Sam Brisendine, Alt,)

R. A. Coley, J. E, Janes, Ed Dumas
?

Joe Janes, Witt Coley, W. E., Bowden
(Jim Dumas, Alt,)

L, A, Simpson, R, A, Coley, Dick Bruce
(D, P, Byars, Alt.)

M. L, Camp, G, W, Jones Will Strother
(L, A, Simpson, Alt.)

R, A, Coley, L. A, Simpson, W. E. Barber
(Rufe Lamb, Alt,)

J. E. Janes, D. D, Dumas, Chester M. Dirle
(Rufe Lamb, Alt.)

106

1,75

1.50

1,50

2,00

2.00

2,00

2.00
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Held on deposit at the Cottage Grove Bank and
Trust Company, Cottage Grove, Tennessee.

Minutes of the Cottage Grove Baptist Church, 1904-1920,
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