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ABSTRACT 

This research investigated the relati onship of death 

anxiety and religiosity among s tudents at a r eligious 

college and at a non- religious university . Templer ' s Death 

Anxiety Scale measured the death anxiety levels of subjects 

from Free Will Baptist Bible College. These were compared 

to the levels of subjects in a general psychology course at 

Austin Peay State University . A religiosity questi onnaire 

was also given. Results showed the subjects from the 

religious college had significantly lower death anxiety 

lev els than those from the non- religious university . 

Also found was a negative correlation between the frequency 

of church attendance and level o f death anxiety. This study 

found a relati onship between death anxiety levels and 

religiosity . 
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CHAPTER 1 

Literature Review 

Death anxiety research has been focused in different 

directions. Some studies have investigated the relationship 

between death anxiety and occupations (e.g ., Eakes, 1985; 

Pratt, Hare & Wright , 1985 ) . Others have dealt with 

religion and how it affects levels of death anxiet y (e . g ., 

Templer & Dotson, 1970; Young & Daniels, 1981 ) . However , 

very little research has been done with a combination of 

these topics. The study to be conducted will investigate 

the effect of religiosity and occupation on death anxiet y 

levels . 

Occupation 

Several studies have investigated the relationship 

between death anxiety and occupations . Some studies have 

used workers or students in the medical field (e . g ., 

Eggerman & Dustin , 1985; Eakes, 1985 ) , while others chose 

subjects in non-medical occupations (e . g., 

Wright , 1985 ; Neimeyer & Neimeyer , 1984 ) . 

Pratt , Hare, & 

One study using medical students dealt with death 

of communicating with terminally ill 
anxiety and concerns 

by Field & Howells (1985 ) found that 77 
patients . This study 
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p e rce n t o f the students worried about this aspect of the ir 

job . Ninet y - eight third - year medi cal students were g iven an 

open- ended questionnaire to examine self- reported worry 

con cerning death . These students were in t hei r t h ird year 

o f s tudy , a time during which the authors p o inted out t ha t 

the students were beginning contact with patients and were 

expected to encounter death as a part of their work . 

Res u lts indicated that 98 percent o f the students did not 

wo rry about "being dead. " However, 8 6 perc ent expressed 

wo rr i es o f " dy ing yourse l f ." Mo s t of t he wo r r ies e xpress ed 

ab o u t death were linked t o wo r rie s a bou t physi c al pa i n and 

the l o ss of someone cl o se t o t h em . Sev ent y - seven percent 

were concerned about the aspect o f their j ob which require s 

communicating with d y ing patients . This was e ven after 

parti c ipating in a course about death and dy ing as a part o f 

their preclinical studies. 

In contrast, a stud y b y Eggerman & Dustin (198 5 ) f ound 

a much smaller percentage who admit ted to wo rr y a bout 

c ommunicating termina l il lnesses . It involv e d medica l 

We l l as f ami ly phys ic ians and phys ici an ' s student s as 

a ss i s t ants . While 93% o f respondents felt tha t patients 

l · 11ness 27 % of t h e physicians s hould be told of a terrnina l ' 
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and 33 % of the medical students admitted feeling 

uncomfort able about communicating this to the patient. 

Three indices were consi'dered · h · wit regard to the subJect ' s 

decision t o reveal a terminal diagnosis --a threat index, 

patient index, and death index . None of the differences 

between the three groups of medical workers with regard to 

these indices were statistically significant . Me asurement 

and sample problems plagued the study . The sample was 

disproportionate with 103 medical students, 8 physician ' s 

assistants and 15 physicians. A further complication was 

that the subjects may have answered the questions in 

socially desirable ways rather than being truly reflective. 

Nursing home workers were s hown t o hav e job- related 

death anxiety. In a study by Eakes (1985 ) 159 nursing home 

workers, including 108 aides, 26 licensed practical nurses, 

14 diploma nurses, 7 associate's degree nurses, and 3 

baccalaureate nurses were participants. The Death Anxiety 

Scale (Templer, 1970 ) and the Facts on Aging Quiz (Palmo re, 

1977 ) were administered to investigate an y relationship 

betwee n deat h anxiet y and attitudes toward the elderly in 

nursing homes. 
A mean score of 7 . 9 on the DAS confirmed 

Of de ath anxiety among these workers . 
that existence 
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Results indicated that th 
ere was a significantly negative 

relationship between death · 
anxiety and attitudes t oward the 

elderly among the nursing home staff. 
Those who had high 

death anxiety expressed more negative attitudes toward the 

elderly . Perhaps those with lower death anxiety would be 

more effective workers in the field . 

Data fr om hospice workers indicated a correlation 

between death anxiet y and levels of their generalized 

anxiety . In a study by Amenta & Weiner (1981 ) of 60 

volunteers , 26 students and 14 paid staff levels of death 

anxiety were measured by the Death Anxiety Scale. There were 

compared with generalized anxiety as measured by the Sixteen 

Personality Factor Questionnaire (Cattell , Eber, & Tatsuoka , 

1970) . The researchers found the participants ' mean DAS 

score fell within the average range. Death anxiet y als o had 

a significant positive correlation with generalized anxiet y 

measure s (p < . 001 ) , as well as those of suspiciousness 

( 00 gul.lt proneness (p<.001 ) , and ergic tens ion p< • 1 ) I 

(p< . 001 ) It correlated negatively with ego strength 

(p< . 001 ) 

Ame nta (1984) conducted a study involving ho sp ice 

workers who were volunteers . 
It investigated the 
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relationship between death 
anxiety , purpose in life and 

durati o n as hospice volunteers. 
Subje c ts wer e hos p ice 

volunteer s who were given the Death Anxiety Scale and t he 

Crumbaugh & Maholick Purpose in Life test (1964 ) . In t h i s 

study , the a u t h or compared death anxiety levels of 1 8 

subj e c ts who had left the hospice volunteer program between 

4 and 1 1 months of being there with those of 24 subjects wh o 

h ad wo rked a year or more. The two groups differed 

s ignifi c antl y in mean scores on both purpose in life and 

death anxiety measures . Those who persisted in the program 

a v eraged moderate to low levels of death anxiety , meaning 

they had faced the reality of their own death . The author 

c oncluded that the volunteers with moderate to low levels of 

anxiet y t owards death worked well with the d y ing. 

The study of death anxiety and occupati on has not, 

howe ver, been limited to workers in the "medical " fie l d. 

and Wrl.ght (1985 ) used early childhood Prat t , Hare, 

educat o rs as the subjects of a death anxiet y study. In the 

study , a to tal of 96 teachers and early childhood educati on 

s d to demog raphic questi ons, 
st dents responded to the DA ' an 

rell· gi· ous aspects, personal experiences and 
including 

academic experiences wi th dea th · 
The survey revealed that 
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he more anxiou s t h 
eac e rs were c oncerning death , the more 

comfortable t he y were ind 1 ea ing with the t opic o f d e a th . 

This is oppo site o f what 
had been hypothesized. It is 

i n te resting to note that respondents with some academi c 

t raining in children's understandi'ng of death had 

significantl y higher scores on the DAS (p < . 05 ), indicating 

increased anxiety towards death , than those with no 

training. 

A few occupations which deal with death issues have 

been examined in a couple of studies. Rockwell (1981 ) 

compared anxiety levels toward death among psychiatrists , 

psychologists , suicidologi s t s, and funeral directors. 

Templer ' s Death Anxiety Sca le was u s ed . The authors 

predicted that psychiatrists would have the highest level of 

death anxiety du e to their higher rate of s uicide . However , 

results did not support the prediction . Results indicated 

that psychologists had the highest level, f o llowed by 

suicidologists , then psychiatrists, and finally funeral 

d irecto rs . It is important to note , however, that the sample 

as a whol e did not score high on the DAS . 
Their scores 

ranged fr om 4 _43 to 5 . 95 , a s compared t o a normal range of 

4 . 50 to 7.00 on a 15 point s cale . 
The author even went s o 
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far a s to sa y that the low level of death anxiet y among 

funeral directors may reflect "occupational self-select i on " 

(p . 981 ) . 

Suicide interventionists 
' in a study by Neimeyer and 

Neime yer (1984 ) , were also shown to have significantl y l ower 

death anxiety scores than the control group . These results 

indicate that occupational choice may be related to anxiet y 

towards death . In this study 10 9 suicide interventionists 

were used as subjects to examine their death anxiet y leve l s . 

The Death Anxiet y Scale was used , as we ll as t he Sui c i de 

Intervention Response Invent o r y (Ne i me yer & Di amond , 1983 ) 

which measured the respondent's competence in choo sing an 

appropriate therapeutic response in dealing with the 

suic idal individual. Result s indicate t hat the 

interventionists scored significant ly lower on death anxiet y 

than did the control group . The two measures of death 

Counsell· ng ski ll d i d not show a co rre l ation. anxi e ty and 

Reliaion 

Var ious aspects of rel i gion ha ve be en studi ed in 

relat i on to death anxiet y . These i nclude age a nd re ligi on, 

. t nd religious affiliation. 
r e l i gious commitme n , a 

There also 

. rnbining religious aspects with 
have been a few studies co 
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occupational choice and death 
anxiety levels . 

Studies involving dea t h anxi· et y and re ligi on have 

res ulted in contradictory conclusi ons (e . g . , Templer & 

Dots on, 19 70 ; Templer , 1972 ; Tho rs on , 199 1 ) . Temple r and 

Dot s on (1970 ) indica t ed tha t t here was no s igni f icant 

relati onship be tween re ligios ity and death anx.:. e ty . The y 

attributed this lac k o f s igni f icance t o t he assump t i on t hat 

reli g i on has li ttle impact on t he ifestyles of the 213 

co llege students that pa rticipa ted in the st dy. In a 

f ol low- up s tudy , Templer (1972 ) s rveyed er_ re igiously 

i nvol ved pe r s ons . In contras o he co _e e - age s dens , 

Templer found a s ignificant rela ionsh · p be weens rong 

religious conv i ct i ons and lower death a xiety . 

However , o t her age re ated s dies showed a cendency 

f or age variable signi ficanc e . For i .s tance , horson (1991 ) 

fo und t hat sub j ect s over the age of ch · rty e d to have 

. . f . t l (p< 01 ) lower deat h anx.:.et y signi ican y • - scores wit higher 

relig i osity s co res . The data a s o shoe greacer agnitude 

of va ri ance by age than by ge nder . 

a . · p_:_wowa~sk .:. ( 983 ) 
A s t udy by Ri chardson , Ber a' 

d . t the Thors on appears to contra ic 
99 ) s t · dy . _hey f ound 

h a tionship be t ween re i g i osit y 
that the strength oft e re 
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a n d concern s ab out death declines 
with age. However, the 

instrument used in this study was not an anxiety measure, 

but ra ther the Thematic 
Apperception Test. While 

non-religious subjects perceive more death in the TAT 

p i c t u res, the only significant associati·on was among young 

adults. Even then only 16 percent of non-religious young 

adults mentioned death, and 5 percent f 1 · · o re igious young 

adults perceived death themes . 

Wagner and Lorion (1984 ) surveyed 122 elderly persons 

in order to study variables of death anxiety as they relate 

to the elderly . The 60 to 89 year old subjects were given 

the DAS, along with 7 other measures. Results indicated 

that religion, in terms of Protestant denomination and 

frequency of attending religious functions had a significant 

correlation with death anxiety. Those who had a low 

frequency of attendance at religious services also had 

higher death anxiety. The authors concluded that 

religiosity can be a predictor of death anxiety among 

certain subsamples of elderly persons . 

to age, One's beliefs can effect how In addition 

d th Religiosity can be defined 
a nxious a person is about ea · 

Of One 's religious commitment " (Young & 
as " the strength 
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Daniels , 1981 ) . This commi t ment . f is o ten measured b y the 

frequency o f attendance at 1 .. re igious functi ons (Wagner & 

Lo r ion, 1984 ) . 

Nel son and Cat 11 
n re (198 0) found that those who 

identify themselves as having strong religious beliefs have 

been s hown to have lower d h eat anxiety . In addition , church 

attendance seems to have an even stronger effect on death 

anxiety than belief . The authors measured religious beliefs 

"according to components of orthodoxy and perceived 

experience common in Christianity" (p.150 ) . This study found 

that subjects with strong religious beliefs had 

significantly lower anxiety towards death . The authors 

divided death anxiety into four separate dimensions. These 

included death avoidance , death fear, death denial, and 

reluctance . More than one - thousand subjects were randomly 

selected to complete a survey on their church attendance, 

devot ionalism, religious experience, and orthodoxy . The two 

most substantial measures were church attendance and 

devotionalism, while orthodoxy and religious experience were 

l east meaningful. However , religious practice , which Nelson 

by church attendance, seems to have 
and Cantrell measure 

a P
erson's level of death anxiet y than 

more of an effect on 



11 

does belief. 
The authors conclude from that their findings 

the mode ratel y religi h 
ous ave higher levels of death anxie ty 

than do either the highly 1· · 
re igious or non- religious . The 

researchers fou nd a c · 1 · urvi i near re l ationship in that death 

anxiety increased with heightened religiosity only to a 

point, and then decreased . 

Downey (1984 ) found contrasting results . Her study was 

done with a sample of middle - aged males to compare 

religiosity, as defined by a " total religiosity score " based 

on a composite scale, with death anxiety, mea sured by 

Boyar ' s Fear of Death Scale (McDonald, 1976 ) . No 

significant relationship could be found in death anxiet y 

with regard to religious preference . 

Religious affiliation has also been studied with regard 

to death anxiety . Young & Daniels (1980 ) found that 

religious systems which all ow its followers to achieve a 

"born-again" status , as defined in the biblical sense, may 

help the believer to be less anxious about death due to the 

f ft d t h "Born-again" fact that they are assured of lie a er ea · 

to have lower levels of fear 
Christians have been shown 

concerning their deaths . 
Young & Daniels (1981 ) found that 

· t ' al affiliations tend 
more liberal denomina ion 

subjects with 



to have greater fears concern1.·ng 
death, perhaps due t o 

higher uncertainty about life after death than those in 

conservative denominations. 

12 

Religions which stress the existence of an afterlife 

have been shown to affect death anxiety. 
Afterlife beliefs 

are seen as a better predictor of low death anxiety than 

some religious practices (Thorson, 1991 ) . People who 

believe in an afterlife have less death anxiety, death 

depression, and death distress (Alvarado, Templer, Bres ler , 

& Thomas-Dobson, 1995 ) . However, it also showed that people 

who believe that the possibilit y o f life after death is t h e 

most important aspect of religion have higher levels of 

death depression and distress. 

In an earlier study b y Templer and Ruff (1975 ) , they 

concluded that some religions may even contribute to higher 

death anxiet y . A religion, such as Catholicism, offers less 

l ' f This is due to it s individual assurance of eternal 1. e. 

Of the torments of hell, which await those who die teachings 

outside of the Church. such was the case in their study of 

who felt the most important aspect of psychiatric patients 

offers the possibility of an afterlife; religion was that it 

. 1 ls of death anxiety than those 
they experienced h1.gher eve 
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who felt this was less i'm portant. 

Religious occ · 
upations have been overlooked when 

studying death anxiety. Wh' 
ile some of the studies have 

included religion as ad 
emographic (e.g., Eggerman & Dustin, 

19 85 , and Eakes, 1985 ) 1 · 
re igion has not been the primary 

focus. 

Much of the work which has been done involving 

occupation as it relates to death anxiety has used workers 

in the medical field as subjects. Death anxiety seems to 

have an impact on how they deal with patients . A study by 

Eggerman and Dustin (1985 ) dealt s pecifically with the 

concern of communication with terminally ill patients, but 

included religion in the demographics. The study examined 

religion in a limited sense finding that Catholics were 

significantly (p=.03) more likely to have a low score on the 

Death Index than Protestants. On this scale, the low score 

indicates that Catholics are more likely to make an 

association between the terminall y ill patient and their own 

death than are Protestants . 

In a few other occupational studies, religi on was 

included as a factor. 
In a study among nursing home workers 

f t of religion did not have a 
by Eakes (1985) the ac or 
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significant correlation between death anxiety and attitudes 

toward the elderly patients. In Pratt, Hare and Wright's 

(1985 ) study of early childhood educators, personal religion 

was not shown to effect their levels of death anxiet y . 

Although several studies have been conducted dealing 

with death anxiety, few have linked the aspect o f religion 

with occupational choice. The purpo s e of this study was to 

investigate a possible relationship between religiosit y and 

death anxiety among college age students . 

Hypothesis 

It was hypothesized that: 

1. The students at a religious college had 

lowe r DAS sco res than the students from a significantly 

non-religious university. 

. correlation between church 2. There was a negat ive 

attendance and level of death anxiety . 



CHAPTER 2 

Method 

Subjects 

A total of one hundred and ni'ne subjects participated 

in the study. Sixt · 
y-six students (38 males and 28 females ) 

from Free Will B aptist Bible College (FWBBC ) in Nashville, 

Tennessee and forty-three (17 males and 26 females ) students 

from psychology classes at Austin Peay State University 

(APSU ) participated. The FWBBC students al l had a Bibl e 

major of 40 hours which was a requirement f o r graduation. 

In this way, they were all expected t o have occupations 

which will be ministerial in na t ure. These students were 

asked as a part of the admissi ons polic y whether o r not t hey 

had been "born-again" and were only admitted if t he y 

answered in the affirmative. "Bor n- aga i n " was de fi ned i n 

the biblical sense of having a persona l re l at ions hip wi th 

God (Young & Daniels, 1980 ) . Rel i gi ous commitment among t he 

Only encouraged, i t is required as a part o f students is not 

the curriculum. The students are required t o participate in 

experiences in the communit y . weekly ministry 

I nstruments 

. (DAS· Templer, 19 70) was used 
The Death Anxiety Scale , 
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in the study. It is a 15-item true/false questionnaire (s e e 

Appendix A) which has frequently been used to study death 

anxiety. Each question wa s given a score of 1 for an answer 

which corresponded with tho s e of high death anxiety . The 

higher the score , the greater the anxiety . Norms for the 

DAS vary from scores of 4.5 to 7.0 with a mean score of 7 . 25 

for young adults . It has a reliability of . 76 using the 

Kuder-Richardson formula coefficient of internal 

consistency . The test-retest corre l ation is .83. Validity 

of the DAS with a similar scale, the Fear o f Death Scale, i s 

good at . 74 (Fischer & Corcoran, 1994 ) . 

A modified version of Templer's religiosity 

questionnaire (see Appendix B) was used. Question 3 had 

been altered in that it was broken d own into smaller t i me 

segments . This was done in order t o acquire a more detailed 

view of the subjects ' time commitments to their religion. 

Procedure 

(see Appendi x C) we r e given 
Informed consent forms 

first to inform subjects of study particulars. 
A set of 

Wh
ich included a form to gather demographic 

questionnaires 

. ( ee Appendix D) , the Templer 
information on each subJect s 

religiosity questionnaire were 
Death Anxiety Scale, a nd a 



then administered to each subject. The subjects were 

debriefed after their participation. 
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CHAPTER 3 

Result s 

Tabl e 1 s hows the r esult s o f analysis for group 

compari s ons with regard to DAS scores. The ea average for 

DAS s core s o f subjects at FWBBC was . . 955 w· th a standard 

deviation of 2 . 247 . The APS s b j ect s s core · a ea of 

7 . 140 with a standard de via ion o f 3 . 00 5 . i epe en 

measures t-test revealed ha t e di ~ere ces be wee t e 

means were signifi cant (l = 8 I < 0 . 00 ) . 

Tab l e 1 

Group Comp ar i sons of Sco res on ;he .As 

College / University s 

FWB BC 4 . 55 0 . 00 

APSU 3 3 . 05 0 . 0 

he Pe ars on orre a:.:. n a .a .:.. • s:s ·..ras se : o . a .:.. yze 

the relat i o s hip bet ee _r e . ·e :1 J : c:: re~ : :e r. ·a .ce r. 

s co res on the AS (see _ab.:. e : . 

correlation between the wO f C 
< 0 . 0 l . 

o e atte ds c r e ' t e h more frequent y This shows that t e 
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l ower one's death anxiety 

level and vi·ce versa. 

Table 2 

Correlation Coefficients 
and DAS Scores of Frequency of Church Attendance 

Frequency of Church At tendance 

DAS Scores r = -0.314 

p < 0.01 

N = 109 

Not hypothesized but f ound s ignificant in analys is were 

several other aspects. For i ns t ance , DAS scores correlated 

negatively with three variab l es: the strength of one ' s 

attachment to one's belief system (x = - 0 . 274 , Q < 0 . 01 ) , 

the strength of one's convictions (X = - 0 . 212 , Q < 0 . 01 ) , 

and one's belief in the afterlife (X = - 0 . 362 , Q < 0 . 01 ) . 

I n addition, the frequency of church att endance was r e l ated 

to belief in the afterlife (X = 0 . 559 , Q < 0 . 01 ) . Frequency 

of church attendance was a l so re l a ted to s t rength of 

conviction (X = 0.575, Q < 0.01 ) · 



CHAPTER 4 

Discussion 

It was hypothesized th t .. 
a students at a religious 

college (FWBBC) would have significantly lower DAS scores 

than students from a non-religious university (APSU ) . 

Results supported this hypothesis. The students fr om the 

re l igious college had significantly lower death anxiety than 

those from the non-religious university. A study by Templer 

and Dotson (1970 ) used college students as subjects, but 

found no relationship between religiosit y and death anxiety. 

The authors attributed this lack of significance to religion 

having little impact on the lifestyles of these students. 

The key difference in this study was the dominance of 

religion in the subjects at the religious college. Since 

religion is an important part of the lives of students at 

i·t i· s a factor in determining one's level of FWBBC, perhaps 

death anxiety. The fact that tho se subjects preparing for 

ministries at a religious institution had lower death 

f 1 understanding to the impact anxiety brings more meaning u 

of religion on dea th anxiet y . 

· ted a negative The second hypothesis investiga 

correlation between 
h attendance and death frequency of churc 
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anxiet y . This also was s upported. The more frequentl y 

sub j e ct s attended religious funct ions, the lower the ir death 

anxiety and vice versa . Thi s supported the findings of 

Nelson and Cant r ell (198 0) who indi cated tha t c hur ch 

attendance was related to t h e lev e l s o f dea th anxie t y . 

Churc h attendance appears to h a v e a n impa ct on deat h anxie ty 

lev els, not l i mi t ed t o t ho s e a t t h e r e l igi ous c ol lege. Th is 

ev i denc e suppo r t s t h e idea t h a t re igion may corre ate how a 

pers on deals with dea th issues . 

Future re s earch cou ld foe s on so e of he componen s 

o f this study i n mo r e detai , such as one ' s attachment to 

f t Ano t h e r avenue to exp o r e is a one ' s bel ie s y s em. 

c omparison of de a th a nxie ty eves among ifferent religious 

belie f s . Increa s ed know l e dge in this area may enab ea 

f h r e igion affects many areas of deeper u nde rs tandi n g O ow 

· · s of dea h. one ' s life , includin g view 
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Appendix A 

Templer ' s Death Anxiety Scale 

DIRECTIONS : Please indicate your age and sex, and then 
answer the 15 questions . If a statement is true or most y 

true as applied to you , circle "T" . If a sta tement is fa se 
or mostly false as applied to you , circle "F". 

AGE ____ _ MALE FEMALE 

1 I am very much afraid to die. 
.l . 

thought o f death seldom enters my id. 
2 . The 

3 . It doesn ' t make me nervo s wen peop e 

about death. 

4 . I dread to think about hav ng to ha ea 

operation . 

5 . I am no t at all afrai t o die . 

6 . I am not particularly afraid of ge i g 

cance r. 

7 . 
The thought of death ne ver bo[hers 

8 . I am often di s tressed by 

so rapidly . 

e way 

· a pa1· nf l dea h . 
9 . I fear dying 

e . 

a k 

ea[ :::o b:...es e 

T 

10 . The sub j ect of l~fe af~er 

greatly . 
· a hear[ a ack. 

T 

1 . I am rea ly scared 0 ~ hav_ng 
ife rea V s . 

12 . I often think about how s hort 

F 

F 

F 

F 

F 

F 

F 

,.. F 

F 
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13 . I shudder when I hear people talking about a T F 
world War III. 

The sight of a dead body is horrifying to me. T 
14 , 

1 feel that the future holds nothing for me to 
1s. T fear. 

F 

F 



1. 

2. 

What is 

Appendix B 

Religiosity Questions 

your religious belief system? 

Catholic 
Jewish 
Protestant 
Non- believer 
Other 

How strong is your attachment to the belief 
checked above? syS

t
em 

Strong 
Moderate 
Weak 

29 

3 . How frequently do you attend an organized service or 
church group of s ome sort? 

Rarely or never 
Once a year 
Several times / yr . 
At least 1/mo . 
At least 1/ wk . 
Twice / wk . 
Three or more / wk . 

4 . Are you presently of the same religious aff iliation in 
which you were brought up as a child? 

Yes 
No 

5 . Do you believe i n a life after death? 
Yes 
No 
Uncertain 

6 t Of religion the fact t hat 
. Is the most important aspec 

it of fers the possibility of a life after dea
th

? 
Ye s 
No 



7 . 

8. 
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Do you believe tha t the Bible should be interpreted 
l ite r ally ? 

Yes 
No 

How is the strength of your religious conviction when 
compared to those of others ? 

Strong 
About t he Same 
Weak 
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Appendix C 

INFORMED CONSENT STATEMENT 

The purpo se o f this study is t o investigate various 

aspect o f death anxiety among college students. Your 

responses will be strictly confidential. Demographi c 

information will be used for the purpose of analysis only , 

and will not identify you in any way to the investigator. 

Your participation is on a voluntary basis, and you are free 

to terminate your participation at any time. 

Thank you for your cooperation. 

STATEMENT OF CONSENT 

I agree to participate in the present study being conducted 
under the supervision of a faculty member in Austin Peay 
State University ' s Psychology Department . I have been 
informed, verbally and /o r in writing , of procedures to be 
followed and any risks involved. I realize that I am 
participating voluntarily , and am at liberty to terminate my 
participation at any time. 

Name (please print ) 

Signature 

Date 



Appendix D 

Demographic Informati on 

Pleas e complete or check (/) the f ollowing : 

Sex: M ( F ( 

Age : 

Class : Freshman Sophomore 

Senior ( Other ( 

Race : Asian or Pacific Islander 

African American 

Hispanic 

White ( 

American Indian 

Other 

College Major : 
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Junior ( 
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