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Pr o [es 3~ r Gildrie 

Ai.lgus t 15, 198G 

Second Earl of Dartmcuth'·s 

Political Care er 

I. Introdu c~ion and State~e~t of I ntent 

T::-i..is investigatio:i attem~ts to 2- nalyze the role ?layed 

by a pri~cipal Britis~ politica l l e a - er in develo~ing British 

policy during t he America n Revoluti::mary :.·1ar :;;er i od. Th.is 

research explores the care er of .Villiam Le g6 e , second Earl of 

Dartuiou th , ar_alyz..:.ng his wo rk fr o::n 1765 throu6h ::iid- J a nua. r y , 1775. 

During this pe r iod~ Dartoou th served a s ?res ide nt o f t he 3oard 

of Trade, retired to priY-3.t e life , ana. t !'len returned t o government 

service Secr e t ary o f St ~te f or th s Aie rican Colonies . 

It i s important t o ~oint out t n3 t ~~en ~~e ~ ~s ceen made 

J f t he corres~ onde:ice o f th 2 ~ar l c f Dart ~c u~~ in devel o~ ~ng 

t:.i s :- :: searc h . Bo th t :ie cf :'ici al =', nd unofiici 3.l _et: 0rs Da :-t-

mou th ~rote and r e c eive d during his politica l ca ~ee r have bee n 

e::.::.:i.:::ines: ·:;ith grea t c a.r 2 , ·:.-ith t :ie inte ::-:tio :'.1 c f gai::u.ng a clear e r 

t · · · · · '"' ns ··· - ~ e f- o c e, t. -_, 1_· .,.,_, . eve::, ts • ar l l"' !" C:, .,, . .., .; -·,h -f- ,..., s ·~-=-,c, ctJ.. v ., c: .. V - -..,, ...,, __ ._,, ...,,. ___ .. ~ "" --- _ .... .._ 



2 

S "'veral i:ife:::-en c es ~o ncerrdn- · t · ~, 
- ~ •~ 6 w~a inr_ue~ce Da rt~outh had in 

sha_vi.:10c- t i:. e ev e n ts that l_ ed to .._ , t· ,_ 
-- t.. n e ou brea..~ o f the conf2.i c t .. 

L.ord Dart::ciouth ' s policy toward ...\m erica ::a s ne'ier clearly stated ,. 

a nd us ually amb~ guous ly i~~lied . Altto ugh he be lieved in t h e 

su:pr er:1acy o: the British Parl:L.3.ment , he f e lt that this statement 

of :p o ·,,:er s ho uld be i I:!pli ed c,ut :iot c". cte d u:;crr u ::-..less for tie r:i.ost 

e :c9edi 2nt reaso ns . T}:--....is flexi ble and anbivalent :po lic y e n. c ouraged 

American l e 2,ders t:; oeli eve t hat Dart::iouth '!iCUl d a l ·Ha~,rs seek c·om.-

_E;:comse to assure his conciliatory po~icy ·:.-o uld be a success . 

Dart!:lou~h f ailed to c c m?rehend c ompl e tely t ~e e::ect tr.i s 

ar:bi guous r nondefini ti ve stat ement of ~o licy ·.voul d hE',Ve o n 

American states~ en. 

Da rtmouth underestimat e d t he ~o_ul ~r Cal onial s~p?or t given 

to ~hat h e considered t h e r adic a l i dea of unrestric t ed liberties 

for the Golo nies , al t hou ,;h :nany c -:J rrespo!!de n ts ·:;a r neci :.i n of t ne 

um. v ersal s up por t fo r res t ricte d 3ri tis h int erf e r enc e i.::i Colonial 

a ffairs . Da rt :.1 c ut h o.l sc :nsj uc. ge ci th e aci_i ty o f U :e Colo ni es 

,J - s +r ~,., __ ;;:. e-._ou s: '. _ t c o[ : e r su bs-c <'.l. ::: "'i a l t o ma rs~all an a r ~e ~ ! Orc e ~ - ~ -

D~rt .. cut h 

f.J.i le d ~o h0 ,:;d t !'le 3.dvice of his Co~ 3. n~e::- o f :ariti ::: '. . f orces in 

· _r e c~"' r d to ~he n e~d f e r a large Genera l Th oxas Ga ge, i n -

f o r ce of t r oop s 
irregulars . 

Ttis f ai lure 
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When Dart~outh finally gave the British co~cander orders 

to take overt action~ troo:p strength ·Nas insufficient to provide 

a fatal blow . Be cause of mili tary unpre:paredness, the British 

were not ready to i m:p lement t heir new line of strategy. Jartmout~ 

believed th.ai: the f a ction claCToring f o r radic2,l act:.c:n.. in Am.er-

ica ·::2,s restricted to a srr.all :ninority , a.n uno r~a nized :nob ,, 

that could be 'crought under contr ol ·:,i t h existing forces :p :::- esent 

in Ame:-ica.. Dartmouth refused to believe 11 t he better sort of 

people" ·!1ould. support armec. resista::;.ce against Bri.tairr. 3ecause 

0 f ~1is c onciliatory :policy and his s trorrg ·::ielie f Li.at _.,_;::,.erica 

c oul c. be a :9:9eas e d oy Parlia:::i.ent a ry anc. g ove:-nme:ital co ncessions , 

Dartnouth f ail ed to a ct in a deci s ive ma nner tha t ~o uld ~ave give~ 

3:-itish f o rces strength t o counter t h e strong o~positicn it ~as 

t o meet .. 

II . Dart~outh ' s Political Be[;in:lings 

"/.iillia::i L e c_;z e , 

i ti e s G f 

· 1 ' d e-1 ... h 3.nd the ti t le 
·,··i· 1 1_i· ~m hc,d inhe r i tea _ ar.:.c.e ._,_. a. "· o f t we~ty - fiv e , = 

~- -r.~~- ... her ac uir ed a~ educat i o n 
of Earl of Da rtnouth fr om 1~s gr~-- L~"· - , -

a t Oxfo r d , 
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s i ortly a f t er the cirt h or~ hi·s son. - 7 6 La. l 3 , Lac.~r L e·:,lsh2.1ll 

married a s e :::ond. ti:n.e ,. i~troducing young ·.1/illiaIIL in.to t:ri.e fa.mly 

o f Lord North and Gr ey . Young 'llilliam develor;ed an intimat e 

rela tionsni-;; ·:;i tn. the F>n+ i· re t-Torth _f-, m-i7" _, 'v✓-.. ·- • all _ _ --Y • -~ ne ~as es ? eci _y 

:::los e to ['.is ste:9fat ::.er , Lord North , a :-:d hi s step 'orot:ier,. Fred-

erick.. '.'iilliara a .:::d. Frederick 6re ·:: u:;i i n the Sa!.'!e house , ·attended 

college t o gether , a~d toured Europe to gether . ~h i.;_.s , Dartmouth ~ 

throu gh a :a~ily c o~nection , est a blis ned a l ife- l or.g relationship 

~ith Frederick North , ~ -O was l a ter tc ~ec o~a fi rst Lord o f the 

Da rt~outh ' s fa::d.ly co~ne ct ions i~troduced n.i~ to -everal 

pro:-.i::ient :;;oli ticians. ·,'/h en he to ~.- :.s s e . t in the House of 

Lor ds in 1 754 , one of hi s closest frie nds ·;;as t he Duke of 

lTe 111castle , a \'ihig party l ea ·er . ~e v,castle pl a yed. a n i:n~ortan t 

ro le in influencing D~rtmoutn during t he esrly part of r.is 

uoli ti c a l caree r . The two c or:- es:ponde- :::_ui te often , ctnd. Dart-

nouth grad--..i:-:.ll y r:ic v ec .:.nto t ' . e '.) _d D1,;...!..;:e ' s ::oli tic a _ 
. 1 2 c:.r::: e . 

n ouse of Lords qdte seriously , ie see~s~ :o fiave ::a ::..:ibi tio n 

1 ~01_- ~1,i c~l o :,..ice . ~e se _d m s:~ke i~ 
to gain a pa~ticu ~- ~ 

o " ., . . 3 .::.in g ..'... c? ... :-'t.C. . 
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Jartn:::uth ::leca::.e a part o f Lo:::-d Rockin.ghar.1 ' s }ihig Hinistry 

i.n July ,, 1765, only after muc:- urc1_· ng fro,.,, ' · 1 · f · d 
:! o ._. :r..J..s o c. _ri en ,. , the . 

Duke of Newcastle. Dartmouth t -' ' accep eu t :ie ~osition as President 

of th e co a r d o f Trade reluctan.tly. Ee ·.,;as a very p.dvat e in.di-

·-1.· " ual !=:_ ..... _.c., ,...J"i d 710'- ..,..e11.· h · ~ · , ~ 1 
" ~ -- , ~- ~- ... 1., - .s _ t:i e :... a ea or ra_i::a_cts ~ng nis freedom.. 

On J uly o, 1765, 2ocki r:g~a:i :1ad. :.,;ri t t en to Da::-t:::cutb. t:r e;-i ng hi!!r 

t o a ccept t te pr esi dancy o f t he Board of Tr a t e. Da r t ~out ~ 

res ::? onc:. ed v:ith a r equ as t fo r ti::i e to conside :::- t he invitation. 

It is evi c:. ent fr om t t is letter t hat ...,a r t :::io uth ha c:. .-ittle political 

2,mbi tion. He told. Rockingham L a t if be ;os.:.. ti :1 ce ed ec:. to be 

fi Led im!:le d.iately , he ough t t o co:1si der him as n?-ving refus ed in 

t ha t ::? a rticular l et t e r of r epl y. Afte r mu ch insi stanc e f rom 

Ne wc as tle, Dartmouth acc ep te d t he posi ti on on July 19, 1765.4 

The go ve rnr.i e nt a l experi ence ::e ciid ga.:.. n a: ring r.._:_s one-year 

t enur e on the 3o ard of Tr ade gr ea t y i:1fl enc ~c:. Dar t~outh ' s 

su bse~ue n t a c t i ons a s Se c:::-etar y of S t a te f or :.Cerica . Dar t ~ uth ' s 

t e::.u r s in of fic e as Sec:- e t a :·y o f S t a t e f c _ b e Col o:1i. es ca::ie at 

-in or c.·e ~ ~ ~ under s ta~d t ~e i~~ rta nt decis -~~eri c~n Col o:,.i es . - --

i ons he ~ade d~r i rr ; t : i s c r ~t ic a l _eri d ~e t ~ee :: - 772 and early 

~ t~ : ~oar d of Tr a de 

is r..s c es.sary . },. ::-.a -:/s i s or tr..i. 2 yea _ f s e r · ~ceca~ pr vi c e s c~e 
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i t i 3 ~ass ible to see if ttese i deas and a ttitude s cr,anged during 

hi.s y2ar i rr. office as First Lor d of Trade .. 
Finally ,. this analysis 

will :provide a 500d :pers:pecti ve of . .,,hat Yiev:s and attitudes Dart 

mouth -ooss es sed.. i r.L~edi at ely -o r; or to h-ic:: u d t , · - _ - - -~~ n er aKJ.ng of' his Office 

as Secr e t a ry of S tate. These i deas 5reat l y influenced the s trategy 

Eri tain undert ook durirra- t :-.,e i· ~-i +: -..L.· 3.l ""'_ ·na:-es - ' ~ - · , ._ - .., ::o 01 :n.e . .\me:-ican 

rebe l lion .. 

~evie ·;i or th e ccrresponder.c e t h.::.t ca'.:!le ac ro s s Da::-tnout:i.ts 

desk during t'.'.ce yea:- of h.:..s i:ii.ti a_ service s !'lo·.-1s t:r.e crucial 

is sue was the c ondition of existi ng 3ri tish tr:1c. e •:ri t: t:.e 

colonies . L e tt er a fter letter compla.:.ned that the 3rit.:..sh me r 

c hants 'Here in a stat e of ne a r ruin , and on.L y a COI?:?lete revers a l 

of p olicy c ould save British cor.une rce . 5 Other l etters e:n:phasized 

t he darkening relati o ns beb,e e n the A:ne rican :peo~_ e a n d tn e British 

6overnn e nt becaus e of t !:e le 6i s _ a tion enacted by · he Eri tish Par-

lianent , ? a r t icula rl y taxes e ::.acte d t .. :-ot:.e;-n t }.e Sta.::p Ac t . 

Dart~o·.:.tn ' s i deas co:.ce:-ni:r:.6 t ~.:. s c-_2. f'-:- 3. c:-.anue o f ~olicy 

h . i·t ~ecome s clear t ta t ~~ny i~~ortan t s~o nde nc e ad d ressed to im , ~ -- £ 

A:neric.::-,~s a ::id disru:p ting 3riti.:;r.. trac..e . 
7he ~arl of E~ntingdon , 

Dart::-. ou t:1 

A.ct . 
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2arl o f Ch e s t e r fi el d expressing his desire f or Dartmouth t o use the 

I • 6 fo rme r s p roxy in_ s upporting- St amp Act re ~eal. 

It is evident t hat those who calle d u-port Dartmout h for help 

i n re:p ealing t h e Gre n.vi l l e legislat i on. wer e gene r ally motivated. 

by ec onomi c factors.. Whe ther the. communi ca nt was a m.erchan.t~ a 

Br it i sh a ge~t~ or membe r oi Parliament, all bemoaned the misery 

a!'.ld r ui n b ei n g caus e d by t h e 2r itish tax measures. The r esolut ions 

passed by t he various Colonia l assembli es and t he c orre s ~onde nce 

bet·Neen. American a c tivist ge ne r ally made no direct :n.ention o! 

e c onomic c ons equences bein g wr ou gh t by the tax l egislation. The 

a r gume nt e xpres s e d most of ten ·,vas that t he Bri t is h Pa rliament had 

no ri ght t o t a x t h e Ame r ican people , a nd t~at t e se taxes were 

therefore a vi olati on a nd un.surpa ti on o f t he r i gh t s granted to 

Colo nis t s unde r t hei~ origina l c har ter s .
7 

Al t h ough Dartmouth was ·.vhol ehea rted.ly i n f avo r o f repeal , 

~i s reasons a pp ear to be o n:i. y motiva 'l:ed by e: ed.ie r:cy . A letter 

to Dartnou t h f r om Andrew S ymm.e r , a -.Vest I. .d.:.es t :-a cie expe rt , O !'.l 

Sept ember 21 , 1765, leave s little dou~t ~hat Dartm uth fel t the 

Br i t ish ? a r l i ament possess e ~ s~pre~ e - u~r.orit, over t: c Colo ni es . 

D t O th ' s 0-.vi:1.i on L .a t the tax 
Sy:nme r in his l e tter r e fe r s t o ar m u 

~ . 8 
simpl y cane at a ,1 ery i nop;ort une 1..1::ie . 

· ~ c cw~ - e~e re:? eal of the 
I n ord er t o secur e enough v o~es r or 

Sta:rr;i Act , Dartmo t:.t h ,.._,as more 

1-- • h stat ed Pitt ' s De c l a r ato .:- y Act , ·::i,ic .. 
ver 

. ~ ,.. eve r" Da .rtnc.1th 1 s . al- cas e s ~na1..S v • 
t:1.e Gc l c !1i es " t o l egi s late l!1 
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determinati on t o a ppr oach the A~erica ns in a conciliatory manner 

was by no means an indication tilat he had abandoned his belief in. 

1 . -I. y par iamen~~ sup~emacy . 

Dartmouth had not been hes,_·tant 1.· _- d · t ' h h d.. " co~ em!llng case w,o a 

reacted viclently to the Stamn_ Ac t .. -in o · · 1765 · ' ct c~ ooer, , ne na gene 

en recorc. adm.or..is r.d.ng t t os e who ha d betaved in a ri ot ous cranner . 

It i s evident fr om Dartmou t h 's corresponde ~ce that t n:..s vi c_~~t 

reacti on 'Has vie wed t o be mainly a r:unori t y phencr:ienon. Tl".e 

reiorts he read fron Governcr Sir aenry }.1o ore oi New York contain.,. 

ed the word •rmob ,' \ hinting tha t only a s:nall minori t y o f the 

pe o:ple were involved in the e:<t rer:ie out burst o f r esentment . Even. 

in Massach'..lsetts where t he grea t est violenc e ha occurred , t he 

acti on.::=; of vi ol er.ce was charac te r ..:.. zed as t:-"e ·.i - r k o f a n unorganized 

mob. 9 

Dart~outh had been as s ur ed by Ge nera 

cornma~der of 3ritish f 0rces i n or ti . .l.D eri ca , t ' at =ost ~eopl e 

10 
a cce~t t he Stamp Tax a ft e r ca l~ had been res tv r ed. would a .:::-t -

~outh had no reaso n t o be _i eve tha t t he ~a j r ity o f t _e A~eric an 

not ·be olaca ~ed by concili a t ry ~eas ~r es . :p e ople c oul d v 

Dar t nouth ' s 

t o"iard Br ..:.. t ain i s :-eEec te ci i n 'hi s view of the Acerican attitude • 

~ "- ' c ongra t _a t or y ?::essages he s t a te~ents a cknowl edging s oo e or ~ne 

r eceiv e1 f o r hi s servic es as F~=- s t 1 0rd 

hi s satisf&cti c ~ in s er vi n5 
C~l c nies , 

11 l ' meac::: ur es ::o ; e o~ e ~h o ~ursu ea - -
:: ::- o:note of t :i e 
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3ri tish empire .. " Dartm.ouJ..h ~ 1 .... 
~ re ~ that t he people of t he colonies 

and those l:i. vino"' in Great Br· t · h 
. i a.in s ared irr s~ar interests anci 

t herefore should have a .single head- ... "the King-in.-Parliam.ent.,1111 

After revie 01d.ng Dartmouth's year i n government,. it is eviden.t. 

that he v:as a nan who believed c onciliat or y overtures were needed 

to bring the colonies ':lack unc.er th e coi:r;:lete domi nance oi Britain. 

iie v:as gr eatly i nfluenced by the :-:iercaff"·i_e -~actions of his country, 

groups that s u ffere d most by the disturbances in America . Although 

he proved t o favor pacification in obtaining his goal , he was 

strongly against allowi ng violence to go uncontested .. 

Dartmouth resigned from. his positi on at the end of July,. 1766,, 

a fter failing t o re ceive a pr ocotion in ctockinghar:i 's government . 

Dartmouth c omme!lt ed that he had f ound hi 11 em_lo ent most agree

a bl e ." In a l et ter t o Denys De Berdt , Londo n agent f or the 

Massac~usetts Ge:::rer al Court , Dar t ~outh ref ected his vie•;j of the 

American Coloni e-s by sta ting that he -f'e l t t!la most oerica __ s 

possessed s ound princip_ es. He as ha_p o ave tee able to 

· t_~e i' deas of these _.eo; _e as _o · a assist i n pronoting - "hey 

a cc epted subj e c tio n to the s uprene a t . or i~ 

Dartmouth held no :poli tical office bet -_,·een 

::i • • • 12 
ur- tain . 

766 a :ic:. 1772 , 

caring f er hi s esta ~es and tendi ng occupying most of hi s tine vith 

to family pr oolems . 
. t stay re_at~ve y c_ose to He did , at firs , 

t ~ . l 0 1~ t h e Rockingha:2 i: e political ci:-c e 

taking 

t a llc.ng :;; c li t:i.cs tnis circle , a-

· ~ .:. i-, ~.,.. cl:. a. e could · ... he ~inist:- 'l 1 - "· e.L ---:::osi tion in " · · -
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regai n power.. Ho,:,ever , '.'Ihen his ste!)brother, Frederick North,. 

came t o :9ower as First Hinister in 1770, Dartmouth began_ to 

--ree-valuate his political inclinat i ons. Because o :f his :p ersonal 

relations hi p with Lord North ,. he r efused to take part i rr any

Ro ckingham meas ures . t ha t a t t empt ed to under cut t he No r th ~inistry .13 

In January, 1771, North ,. faced ·;,ith a po _itical crisis,. asked 

Dart mou th t o enter t he cabine t as Secr etary of State f or the 

s outhern Department. Dar tmouth re fuse d , but f or pers onal reasons 

r ather t han poli t ical obje ctions. Al tcough. t his =e·ect i on causeQ 

Da r tmouth 's step father t o react angr ily ~ orth acce~ted hi s s te p

brother' s r efusal in. an understanc..i!lg way. 

III. Dartmouth ' s Firs t Year as Se cretary of State 

Dartmouth f i nal l y ac cept ed t he posi t i on as Secre tary of Stat e 

for t he Colonies i n 1772 , as a per s onal favor t o his s tepbro ther , 

Lor d Nortn . North was again fa ced ·.~.:. th. a ?Oil t · cal crisis when 

· uncer fi r e fr m his his clos es t friend , Lor d Hill s bor ou n , ca.1:. e 

p li t i cal op~onents . Dartmouth , teopte t r eo n a pr i vate 

~r ging f r om relatives and many frienQS . 
citi ze n accented after muc ' - . 14 
0 1772 h ,,.'as f or:ia_ly s worn i n. n August 14, , e • 

-
'~ eri cans to tr.e ne •,;; 3r .:.. ... is · Cabinet 

The r eac t i on fr om t ne ~ 

· .. favo r a' _e . Fembe r ·,vas gener ally qui 1.e 
. ~" t~ ···ard th e .:.. . er :::.. can pec:;, l e . 

t o ·::i e concili ato:::--y a!'ld. s ·:::pa.tr:e"' .:.. c v .. 

tr-3. t tr;e Co l oni s ts 2:cpecteci. 
"i° t' . . &' -1,· '.~e c !'r es e r.de. ce 
- l 3 evi c:. em: .. r o!l -
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a change in policy with D t 'h 
- ar mou-c. as Third Sec:t:-e t ary. Thomas 

'Noolridge,, a North lun.erican l and 
- speculator> wrote to Dartmouth 

in. late N"ovember ,. I.772~ clai mino- tha t- t- he colom.· ~s 
-o v v -= were rejoicing: 

over his ap:pointment and exn_ ected greater · ·, d civi~ an religious 
liberty .. 15 

Dar tmouth "JJ.ay have been. .:::ble t- 0 i· ni· t· i· a+-e ~ · r· - ~ ~ a~ era 01 , aci_ica-

tion ·s.bich woul:i have negated the 1" rk f th ct · 1 c I · 1 . o .e ~o re ra _ca Joma 

pr opagandists had it not been f or several incidents ,;.rhich. complete

ly tied his hands fr o~ ipitiating any ·cve_i.ke poli cy. On June 

10 , 1772 , t ·.:;o months before Dartmo· th took off.:.ce , the 3ritish 

revenue cutter Gas uee was attacked and bu~~ed in t he naters of 

Rhode I sland. The event was rep ort ed fr om Bos t on by Governor 

Th omas Hutchinson on June 12~ in a l et t er t o the Earl of Hills 

borough . Hut chinson feared that if no action was taken~ other 

. . 16 people mi gh t be enc ouraged to act in. _J.J e manner . 

The report of t he Gas ee incident ~as for~ar~ed t the 

Attorney and Solicitor Gener a l i n _ate July i~ or de r t o obtain 

1 l · · t a-n ".'r orr;ate cc r ses of a cti n to ;,ursue ega _ opiru. ons as o ::i.- 1: .... 

· · .. · eher.ded On A 1
0c- llst 19 , a agJ.i.nst any offender •;;ho l!l..lgn,_ ::)8 a _:;:ir · • 

legal ol= inion Vias delivered back t o he Earl of Hi _lsborough . 

t h~t ~·-~e .:::t : a ck cor:.s t i t• ted a~ act o~ t r eas n It was det er'.:li nec -- ~ - - -

agai~st tte ~ing . f ·.·~nc- 1 s c ,_1 nsel tha t It was a_so t he o~i::lio.-: o o 

· d I 1 ' l? . ei t i: er i .. Lo:: :::. ::. O!' ;?_-i o e s a :1.Q . tie of f e::.ciers could be t ~~e ~ 

1772 , : . 8 ~itisn ~abinet On . .'...u bus t 20 , 

..... t~e ~as ~ee i~cident 
Co-~~ ~sion t o ~nves,.,i ga~ e establis~~e~t of a ~~ 



12 

in or der to discover the :per}_)etr at ors of the attack. King George 

approved t h e establishment of t ½e ao~m;ssi· on 
u ........... and directed that 

General Gage be notified to stand reaa·y to 
v assist the C'bmmiss-ion::-

should arry violence be used to obs truct i·t ~ · ·t 
v rrom- carrying out J. s 

directions .. Based on the Attorney General 's decision~ the King 

also directed that t he of fenders be arrested and returned directly 

t o England f or trial . Apparently Dartmou th did not attend the 

cabinet meeting of August 20~ :p ro bably because he had been sworn: 

in only a few days earlier . Dartmou'" h , a t nis estate in Sand·,vell,-

was advi3ed by his under secreta r y , J"ohn Po·.:1nall , that actions 

being taken_ by the minis try could have gr ave consequen es.. On 

August 29, Po wnall sent Dartmouth a lett er asking him to r e turn. 

to his office, stati ng t hat he fea red a pl ot was und e_ •uay to 

pledge th~ ~,.merican Secretary to coe rc i e measures against t he 

American Colonies. Po ·-.nall •ent on to repeat t at the ttorney 

General considered the crea ti on oft· e I nquir y C nr:ri.ssi on to be 

. 1 t. 18 
of far greater c ons e~uence than t .e Sta~p Act _egis a i on . 

Dartmouth , s respo nse t the a cti ons t- ' en · · the ca binet 

v:ere cau ti cus . He c e~tainly c uld not g~ve a~p coat~on t~ acts 

of mob violence , althou gh he was com_lete 

s o~e ninisters w~o a dv ocated the r eoo·a_ 

. 19 cr.art er . -

a airrst the i deas of 

f _tode I s_ar.d ' s 

• · . t l-0 S -~ 
0
=-n ,. ::-es~ ,_, nac: _o_ , ou - 1.. 

ha ..i no altern.::?. tive , e:~ ce :;- -Da rtr:: ou t h \.. 

c ::1::U S s::.. Cr: • 
::c . ~s t a s==u.red_y ·;;e _ gr..ed 

As ne r eviewed 



the papers concerning the affair , he must have r ead Governor 

Jose~h Nant on ts letter to the Ear l cf Hills borot..gh explaining 

13 

t he incident .. Want on ,- Governo_~ of Rhode Island , expr ess ed his 

desire, supported by his Council and House of Deputi es, to dis-

cover the :parties _responsible for such actions . ·l/antorr also 

stated that the ~ajority of the inhabitants of the pro ince con

demned the action. After studying the do cuments , Dartmouth most 

pr obably came to the conclusion that the affair was the · •ork of a 

small mob , an a ction sanctioned by fe w 01 the residents of the 

Colony. Dartmouth coul d not have missed the fact fr om the corre 

spondence that Li eutena t Dudingston , commander of ~he Gaspee , had 

made himself very obnoxious to many no~est shippers because of his 

. l 20 zeal for sear ching every seagoing vesse . he attack on 

Dudingston I s vessel seemed to .. ave been a _ er sonal attack mo re 

th~n an act of violence aimed at ~he British cro 1n. 

Dartmouth decided to follow the rec c endati of ti:e 

th ·t d h t o the s te s .ec e sary to Minis t ry ' s legal a on. Y, an e 

carry out the directions o: t he Co:nmission ' s :;: r oclanati o_, . In 

revi e·.•n.r.g the letters of instr ction 
artoo t h se~~ t o vario s 

;t ;s not ev.orthy that Dart:n i..:. , literally 
offic~als in A□ e rica , • • 

t th King had iss~e quoted tie instructi ons t ha .. e 
ir:s'"ea o~ taking 

his -:rn ~nte-:i !'-5 . 'Ihe :::1ost 
direct responsibility by stating 

O ~- ~'11e Co"',..,i ss~ n ·::a s tne • , · t uc -i ons v ...... coercive measure in t~e ins r " 

intention to t ri~ ~ a ny 

trial . 

.. t ,_;t . te ; n ► ic; let-cars t .. a 
\'IT- ..,._ - -
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·•iaS 11 F.:.is Haje s t y 1 s 11 int •-"- · · en1.i on to retuxn pers ons t o England fo r 

t r i al ... I s i t possibl e tha t Daxtmouth could se e t he pos sible 

conse quences of r emoval Of 7 peop _e to England f or pr osecuti on? 

He t old_ s everal f ri ends t hat no or ,.l er f · · f -. r on nis o fice would be· 

issued t o remov e people t o Zngl and t o s tand trial. He s t a t ed 

t~a t he felt i t was legal for t r ial to ~ · 
y 1.aJ-.e ~- a ce in the country 

~here the offens e ~as ~e r ~etrated. 21 

Th e Commission never was a ble t o es tabl ·sn a ca se a gainst 

anyo ne·, ther e f ore , no crisi s t ook place . The es taci-ishment of 

t ile Commis s i on , ho·,'!ev er , was used by the r adical eleoents in the 

colonies t o infl uenc e t~e r:io r e ~ode~ate · nto !' e .. e~-: ed ~r otes t . 

Cor respor.dence Dar tmouth rec ei ved durin.s t he l atter par t .of 

177 2 a nd ea rly 1773 expres sed t he concern of me!l ·;;ho viewed ·,\"i t h 

alarm th e emergence o f a new ;•1ave o revolu .. .:.ona r y t ought . The 

r adi cals o f Massac hus ett s used t e Ga s ~ee affair t o de el o the 

c0 m:;.ittee o f Corre spondence . This Committee conde~ne d the 

Comoissi on lo oking into t he Ga s nee i . cident . I n.i. .. i ating tne 

correspo nde nce conce r ning t r. e e f f ect t r.e Gas~ee i~ _t:iry □i ht 

h~ve ~as Thocras ~ooldri ·ge . ~e sta:e· t~at t~e mode ~a te peop_e 

o f the col onies qu esti oned t t e conse_uences f s ~ an inQui r y. 

0
. . t ci .. at t "e ,\.!:e r i ca ::. ne ·;s:pa~ers ·.ve'!'e 
t:ie r corres :;i ondc n s ·:1ar:i..e 1. · ·· -

I t ·:;as 

~? ete ince~endence • 

. d t ' t i;· re ···av to c::: un ter::ict t:-:ei ~ ne·:; s~iri t ·:1as 
s :..:. ggeste i~a -· .. ., 

c '!Ci ttee 
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Correspondence, and :people b were eing greatly influenced. by their 
?;:i 

pr opaganda .. --

IV. ?eti tions and Gri evances fro'.:!. the Col onies 

Dart~outh 'Nas fo rtunate t-,.at no on . .. d ·· - .e .vas arres t- e in. c onjunc-

tion with the Gasuee incide~t .. -ne neeced a ?eri~d of time fo r 

both sides to cool off. It a p:peared that he ~ight ge t this hia tus 

as the e~d of 1772 brought no ser i ous :;iro blens . A.:l e'rent in 

J anua~y 1773 , howeve r, greatly ~urt Dartnout~ •s cha. ces o f using 

this delay t o defea t the undertakings o~ the r adi ca_ leaders . 

Th omas E~tchinson , Govern r o f assachusett s, undert ok the 

responsibility of instructi~ ft h e Colony ' s Genera Cu.rt on the 

suprenac y of Parliarientary legisla tive a thori .. y over the colonies . 

Hu tchinson had previously expre ss ed his be ief to Dartmouth tha t 

the cause of much of t he conf ict oetwee t' e coloni es a~ England 

;1:as a " false o:pi:li on" t ha t the :pe o __ e o f t:.ie co oni e ;•re:-e no 

... ·.. f n' e;r ·,·,•n e;;;:--_· -::l a .. ure. and longe r subject t o any :1 ._n orl~'.i excep - • o ~ 

.. h · · ... a cts of the Parliat.! e nt of Gr e::. t :Sr::. t a i:1 were o l o~er ..... at. -c. .• e 

•
01

· ndi nr- u t c 'ni· nson was creat_y ciisturbe · over t·. e f ailure o f ng . o 

t t ~e au~hority or t: e 3~iti3. go vernme~t , 
t he col onis ts to sup:por ~ -

but c.e co~ceded that he .-::ie \'i l'.'.O :- e~edy 
t o a :levi.a t e t~e pr oo_ecr . 

. . f .,,.e _::-._tte;- -_., z. r': o f _772 , au.i:.'.:. o :· i ty f,ur in;; w ~ 

. . t o irritate t~ e~= _ea~e: s f ~ t~e r . 
gre a t r es tra~~t in trying not 
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fil.s sveech of J anuary 6 1773 · • - , , was a comple""e abandonme nt o f. hi s 

~revious res t raining policy. Perhaps Hutchinson felt t hat he 

could f orce his General Court to acknowledg e the o~erall supremacy 

of the British ParliameI!t and thereby 'gain a settle!llent • . Hutchin.

son' s speech pr oved t o be a very im~rudent action. He went into 

great detail explaini~g tis co~ervat ive i~ter ?r etati n of. t he 

rights t he colonists e~ j oyed aa granted by tte.:. r cnarters.23 

Hut chi!ls on ' s declara tion of Br itish supremacy was not ne·•, .. 

even t ho ugh i t was t he first time i t had been offic.:.al ly sta ted. 

in such a ma nner . One portion of his s peech , however , ·;ent far 

beyond a s tat eme nt of Parlia!:!enta:ry s pr eoac . ~utc · nso n 

de clared he coul d see "no l ine t hat can be ' r awn. bet .veen t he 

suprene aut hority of Parlia~ent and t he total i de_endence of 

t he colonies. 1124 By t his stat ement ,. H tchinso as i m lying 

t hat t he coLonis tsi ha d bee rr cl ai mi g ore t an ocal ontr ol of 

their gove r~.J!l ents; and ·.ver e , i f a ct , aimi at i de e dence . 

Dartmouth ' s hope f er a loo _er .:. 

~as quas hed. Dartmo u~h co~_ l ete_ · a r ee 

Dartmouth exclaimed t hat " the seat of 

o r es r aint on ot· si es 

e 'sorer .:.s r ather in 

t he head than in t he heart ! " 
He felt t :at s meti ~e i the ru t ure , 

·.1t en calm re:plac ed " !:assi on an 

25 
rni ~ht be a succ ess . 

r e . e , " " e n ad ar cent , 11 

: :rins n ' s c r r es_ onde_c e 
I t is evi de nt fro~ revi e~i ng R 

~ '-'. e :: as a c: us etts 
~t his addr ess 1.. 

v:ri tt an i~ediate_y a l er 
. ' ho· -· ts as to the ,:sdorn o f 

Ccuncil t hat he enter tai ne d sec onc t . ·· 
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'nis a c tions . On Janu 7 · 
ary ' he wrot e bo th Dartmouth and. Pownall 

stating the reasons for his ~ 
s1,ep. In both letters he expressed 

auprehensi on of: the c ons e ou , · 
_ _ e nces 111.s declarat i on might have. 

Hutchinson asked both Dartmouth and Pownall fo r comments 
0

~ 

1::hether they appr oved of his acti ons. 3utchins on. ended i n. a 

l amenting fa3 hi on by e;q:: ressing his 'no~_e ~ht h 1· ~ · " 1,. a .,e ·.i;ou u no 1. oe 

accused of fomenting a new displ.i. te . 26 

Dartaouth 's reacti on to Eutchi~s cn ' s i~prudent CTa~uever was 

swift. ·:lb.en h e received Hutchinson's letter o~Janua.ry 7 , Da=t

mouth i mmediately replied that h e questioned ~:ne w:.sdol:l of a 

perso na l e:qlanation of the colonial cons tituti n. Dartmouth 

::iust hav e rec eived more detail ed infor:iat.:..on in April beca se 

he \':rote Hutc I1.inson on April 10 r e coru:ien ing hat e a · id a ny 

f urt he r discussion c oncerning the Colonial charters . artm uth 

als o advised Hu tc hinson that it mi ht be ·.•lise t o c.issolve or 

27 proro gu e the General Cour t . 

Dartir.out h , s an.xi et y was caused 'y t::ie realiz.a io n o : his 

t t t ·,1,·n·i ch a ~a· ri t y o : the t c t al nis c occep tion oft. e e~ en c 

r:i::iitteci. t o t".e i-!ea o f Ge:1eral Cou:-t o f ! 'assachus e tts '.'las c 

limit ed Parliamentary authority • Dar tm out tac re i ously believed 

tha t only a small f r a cti on of ? eople ac cept e ti:e do trine of 

resista~ce t o P~rlia~entary sup re~ac y . 

· 1 • • - t ' ! ~ac rusetts Ge:1~ .::-a.1 c. ec_ara ti e ns or .. e 1·.as"' ·· 
d · 1-, C"'..lr t, ~e r ea_i ;:e ~ .. e 

nearly u:1a~.i~Jus 
• · -J· ,.., ve.i 

~ ~ he 5 e , - eas e .. - ~ ~ • s 'l:p ~o r 1. --·
1 

- -

t J.. - ···r "nc- ne :-:ac. been i.!'.l i:is 
7 - ~\.-, s J·us .,O,J ., V •• o •• - earn i n : L1 e next re·.,; :no:11.u 



assessfilent of the colonial at-'-;~ d 
1. _ 1,u es. 
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Dartmouth was next faced -_.ri th what action. he needed to take 

to two :peti ti ens drawn. up by the Massachusetts Assembly . One 

petition , d.ravm u p in July,, 1772~ called f or ::::-e:9ea_ of an. Ac.t of. 

Parliament establishing a ~evenue for ~aym.ent oi the Governor 's 

salary , ·:1hich re!IloYed t he 6ol '.J !lia!.. ..\sse~ol yi-s co nt r oL of t he 

executive . In March , 1773 ► t he Massachusetts iicus e ~assed a 

s econd petition calling f or re peal of ~eas ures t hat instituted 

the paynent of judges' salary by t : e Crown. In oveober , 1772• 

Dartmouth had persua ded Benjar:tin Franklin , agent fro m Massac husetts ~ 

to ·,•ii thhold the first petition in ho:;i e t ha t te:::ipers mi6ht cool off 

on both si des. Franklin agreed t o withho _d aft er Dar tmo ut h ' s 

assurance that the pe tition wo u d be uti:::ia-'-ely submitted. 
28 

When Franklin deli•1ered the s econd .:-et..:.ti ~, ·r awn. on March 

6, he also resubmitted the older r edr ess . ar t mc -'- h r ea _ized the 

· 1 •,"as i· n 1-avor o f even cr eater resistance Massac husetts As semo Y no ~ 0 

t N h Seei· ..,c o fu ~the r r ea ~n to e a:J , than in the p~s oveo~er . Jo 

D t · · a cce-r'+- ed co t :i. eti t i ons fr or:i :ra~ lin at the en ar r:: cu~ n __ .... 
f lay, 

... . t t '"' t,· .; .., - 29 
177., · d +- 0 :-, .1.- es ent "nec:1 o .-e ~--o • .J , a nd pr ol!lJ. s e .... ::1 

Da rtmouth was not sur prise d at the King ' s re :;i y . 
Geo r ge III 

h ays ~ase~ t o r ev~ew a . y 
decl ared t hat , ~tile _ e was a_ - - -

rievance 

submitt ed by his s ujjec ts , 

t c :' 8C.ll C e 

tne aut :-.ori ty CJ f Parlia~w nt 
' . ~ ,.., 7 0 ,.,·; 0 s-ov er c-r: e ..., .., _ ·'-'- -

~~e Ki n cc~cluced 
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by stating_ that h e was un.willi:::1£ t o ·oe l ~e"e 
--~ ~ • t hat t he doc t rines set 

f orth in t h e )etition ren_resenteA t ' 
•...._ ne fait h ful maj ority o f the. · 

residents of Massac husetts.30 

If the King was uncomrinced.. 0 f' an v 
- -v s t ro ng suppor t t he peopl e 

right give th e Massac husetts As sem.oly' s a s s ert i on:. o f undenia bl e 

ri ghts gr a n t ed by ch a rter, Dar tr:i.outh wa s cer tainly •;;a r ned by 

corres:;iondents that· t hos e i deas v1ere oegin!ling t o nave r:io :::- e t han. 

just faint support. Jose yh :.:i-a l ·d in '-i..::.J ,. 1773
1 

a dtis e d Dartmouth 

tha t !llailY Colonie s had Cammi tte es o f Cor r espondenc e -,.;nich were 

qui ckl y ':rinning m.any p e opl e t ci t he i dea of li:dted Br..:.tis h Supremacy . 

Again i:i Jun.e, Ward wa r n e d Dartmcutn. tha e ents ·vere t aki. ng place 

in America t ha t c ould qui ckly lea d t o a d ee arat i on o f in~e_endence. 

Another c orrespo nde nt, t h e Rev er e nd illia~ Gord n, advis e d Dar t 

::nouth o f the s uccessful workings o f the Cammi tt e es f orres_ onde nce 

in s everal Co l onies. Go r don r elat ed ho v Hutc . · nson ' s s::: eech con

cer~ung P a rli a me n t I s aut hori ty ha· ca s e d gr ea t " c..is st " ~ong 

..,.1 
the :;ie op l e • .J 

I J 1773 , Dar t mout h t r i ed t c add a co~ci ..:. a t e :::- , note t o n une , 

t he King ' s ha r sh re :p l y b~ i ns tru c t i ng Fi tc hi ns o::i ·!".at ·ne Ki ng 

01
~ J· u c.ges ' b'-· t. e Pro i .c e ·;;i:en " - e r:ianently 

woul d a llow p ayme n t J 

competent sal a ri e s 11 ,;;e r e e s t ablis~ed . 

for t h e 
J. ' Governo r' s sala r y ·cy ; ayme :1. t t o ., ne 

L. i· -:: c.•; d. n:::-t co~cessi o n eve~ · b1c-..i;;r. - ~ 

:;:ro ..:.!le e i f ..:.t 

..: .,... e e a 
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The anbiguity o~ D t th ' - ar rn.ou s :policy, which was t o be prevalent 

during the rest of his tenure in 01~.1...~1.·ce , was :::lainly shown in his 

correspollctenc e i~ late June to Thonas Cushing , Speaker of the 

Massacnusetts House.. Dart;nouth claimed that he v1rote t he letter 

t o ex:press privat ely :,-is thanks f or tne fassac:._usetts .,;_
9

ser::bly ' s 

congr a tulati ons on the ap~ointment . 2owever , Dar~woutt took time 

to eXc)_ ress his dissat...:.sfacti on ·1;itr.. ... ,, 1.· • d 'oy 1.. •• e :E=r nC - !Les ex_ resse 

the As3eCTbly during t he first of the year . Ee once again state~ 

hi s theory of Parliamentary Supre~ac y. artmou'-h , ilo· ,·ever, 

believed there ·:1a~ a great dif fer ence oe tv,een theore'-i cal dee.Lara-

tion of po~er and the exercise o f i'- . a rtmouth stat ec t ' at he 

wis:1ed Pa rliament would suspend t he exercis e oft.is powe r until 

such time as it pro ved to be necessary . 33 

Da rtmouth ' s concili atory overt res ere nega'-ec by t~o more 

ne·;1 crises . The first crisis ·as a res to: t e pub~ishi of 

letters written in the late 1760 ' s by tr,e:1 G ve_ nor F ancis 

t G .., · '-chins n, a . · Secreta Y .... nernard , LieutenaJ - -over~or u v 

etter :ta~ :-c ec t oe t. e ~ s t 
OU.-:e r t o ·T:".O~c:t s \'/':: ::, te_y • mhe 

~~~a -~ n~ a~a· nrovoked the greatest a~ 
~o.,.J. o~ 'o ·· ... 

,i:-r-·ce 
Eutchinson to ihat e _y , a f oroer 0 -~-

Hu t c~ins 8 n r eferre d t 

in tie -renv: e 

nee 

furthe r r estr ~i~t o f 
d - o se c ·:-e 3r:tish _i 'ce r t:r , , ::..:1 e r er 

r:1:-.e _ett ers , 
Be n 

de e:. ::re 

O!:L"'.li t t ee crres? ndence 
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sa\'i a chance t o discredit i~n_· ort a~t Coloru'al . officials,. t he letters 

were forwarded to Massachusetts General Court to be read be fore 

that body . Franklin. had entreated Speak.er Thomas Cushing,. to whoIJL 

he f orwarded t he letters , not to s how t he material to anyone excep t 

-oeo_nle t he f or~er s :p ecified . Cusnu· n~ b uld · · t • -c ,- -Oi'1ever, co' not ::-esis 

using t he co~res~ ondence t o a ttack the Gov ernor . 34 

The letters -.ver e read t o t he Council during t..e ear l y :;iart or· 

June , 1773 .. Hutchins on ·ilrote to Dartmoub on J une 26, i n.forming 

him of the ~ood of t he Court concer :U.ng the l et t er s .. fiu tchi nson, 

disclaicing any guilt of ·.vr ong doing , c onceded tha t ::is s ef· 1 l ness 

as Gover~or ha d been lesse ned becau e of t~e dis co tent preci?itated 

by t he dis closures. rtutc hi~s on war ne a r t~cut' that t~e ss embly 

had vot ed t o pe t i tion the King co~cer:U.ng the possibi li Y f 

re~oving t he 6 overnor and l ie t e az:t - o er o::- .
35 

Hutchi nson ,i-7a s grea tly dist r essed oy these at tac s wr_i ch he 

t ook pers ona l ly . He ha d bee n un e r r eat cliffi u_ '- ·· s · . ce he had 

ass um ed the gover norshi!J . Eutcirinscn c osed his _ett er by reques t 

· D t ,., to ino_uire of ti.e Ki ng a eave ing a :- ::1 0 1.: ... . 

t ~ 36 Dar tm u'-h wo 1 of nine t o t ·;;elve c on .. s . 

aosence f or a ~er i d 

e a ·le t e th~s 

.. - . a:is t re :;: _a e E t ch-
re Quest at a later tioe t o carry cu1., . is~ 

ins on. 

The 
~ u- a ~e~"t · cn t o t~e King on ' y L. r ew ~ ~ v-Has s a chuset ts Ass e~o 

J une 23 , and 
.. et '- e r t o 

1 · \';r e 1., e a - v cays ate r 
art::cu t: . • Bot h 

o f : :..c::.al : ~:- :::·.: :- ::: : .: e::.y =.:. s::.ead.i . 8 

~-- ra~ec ~u t cni n.s on 
T~e Asser: --v 
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ar.d Olive r a s t he chi e f ~nstigat ors 
of a ? l an to disrup t and 

i n~errupt t ne harmony "...etween Amer1.· ca 
and 2.ngland. Th t· · · -9 pe l.1:J.OtI. 

called f or the irnmedia t.e removal 
O 

~ G 
L o•rernor Hutchinson and 

Lieutenant- Governor 01· iver , citinc the 1 -~ 
o _ e-c~ers as proof or a 

cons yira cy to cause dishar~ony. T 
he lett er to Dartmouth ·»as :irore 

conple ~e ~ li3 tin.g var i ous grievances h 
t at tic. e Assembly felt need-

ed r edress . The letter t o Dartmou t~ i nti~at ed tha t t he Assembly 

was ·.villing to lay t he blame of bad fe eL.ngs entirely on the 

f ormer and present o f ficials of Massachusetts. tli e letter con

cluded by stating tha t good ui_l cou_d be rest red "if things 

were brou ght to t he general sta t e in ~hich they st o· at the 

conclusion of the late ·,ar . • • • 
11 37 

Both t h e _peti ti ou a nd lett er were sen to Franklin , ·.vho f or 

warded both documents under the cov er of a l et~ er t o Dar t mo uth. 

Franklin ' s letter to Dartmou th resta ed briefly t~e es~res of 

the As s embly. Franklin also state his belie f tha~ all t · e dis-

orders ru. gh t be ende d by a !avor a b_ e rec e L on f t .e peLti n. 

t o t !: e King. Fra :r.klin fe lt t hat tr.e r esent:::ie r.t agai!'l t Gr ea 

Britain ha d been greatly abate d by t'.'l e ·:. s c ve r j· s- t :.e ii .. ch-

i ns on letters ·.vti ch implicated Col onial of fic i a_s i wr ngdoi ng . 

t h;s r.e tit i on is no t alt og et t er c ear. Dartmouth 's reac t i on t o ~ : 

Certai nly this petiti on o f fe re d Dar t~ th a c~a~ce t c i~ti ate 

as C'.:; :J.C~lia to r y and acti on t hat wo ul d be viewed by America 

conte:::ip t t oy;ar ::i s .Eiu t c!li:is on 
. . cna-- e~ge to tne oe cause o -- ti..7-. S 
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Massachusetts Assembly . mh .,_ h D t 
"e ~ er ar mouth seriously considered 

sacrifi.cing Hut chinson. is not· easily dis concernable.. ReVie,'l o:C 

Dartmouth 's corres~ondence durirrg the summer anQ early fall.. or 

1773 do es rev:eal that tnere ·.1as at least s ome consideration. o:C. 

recalling Hutchinson.. Dartmcuth ·,ras ?r obab y first in.for.:i.eQ 

about the 'Nhately affair in a letter frocr 2everend Gordon. sent 

fron A.!!leri ca i!l !!lid-June. Gordon ~nfo r~ed Dart~outh about the 

nublic disgust because of t he ~evelation oft· e letters , inforning 

Dartnouth of t h e i~pending call fo r removal . Gor do n even 

suggested a replacement for liutchins on. 38 

John Pownall wrote Dartrnouth in early A gust sug esting that 

Hut chi n.s e n se recalled i::i or der to e:' ai!L to ::r.e the on-

di tion of :us go verr.l!len~ . • L .,_ Po·,"nal, wrot e Da rtmouth t v·ice in m.id-

August , both times di scussing ii tchin on ' s recal • I a l etter 

d ar t o th abo ta conversat ion he dated August 12:. Povmall tol 

had wi th Lor d North in .. ,h.ich it wa de ernined 

t I t i s n_ roba o e that ii t ins on at hl s ovm reques • 

re all Sutch-

ns ::i ' s letter 

. ~ of June 25 , r equesting leave of a bse:ice , .. a ~ r~ vec. an been 

d N tn. f or ~c ti on. forwa!"ded to Lor o_ ~ 
If Da!" t!!lo t:: : a se:::-i ·s y 

1 ~ 0 tc~:is , he ~ro · a l y consicered involunta r y remova 0 ~ -

r ead E tchi~s n ' s r e abandoned t ~at notion wh e~ he 
e t fo r leave . 

. ·::r ote -:o Eut ch:.:iso::i On August 17~ 1773 , Dartnoutc 

l eave , bu t ex~ressi~g his opinic ~ 

_ .,.. , 39 ;arti cula r! y ne c ess~- ! • 

~art~ou t h was i n th e c ..., antry 

his :::- e t;.ir~ · .• as not 

him 
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the Hassaclms et ts :petition. and 
letter 'Hi th Franklin.' s letter- of" 

August 2l. Dartmouth proru.sed ... 
~o SUbmit tee :9etiti on to the King• 

and remarked that he hoped that "all con.._ •. 
, 1.en 1,lons would_ be replaced 

by a stat e of understanding and trust .. " 
T!le :pe tition would have 

to be held ~ however. until the King •·s Cou!lcillors assembled irr 

The Hassachusetts _ue ti ti on ,. ~as no ~ ; re s ented t o the Privy 

Council until J anuary 11, 1774. A Colll!littee cf the Privy Council 

had taken the peti ti ori under advisement and was !)repared to sub-

mit it to the entir e Council in late Decen~er . ::ie C. ristmas 

holi days delayed action on the matter un il oid- J anuary . By t:1at 

time the entire Council v,as r eady to hear t· e :; eti ti on. I t had 

oec ome c ommon kno·.'fledge tha t Franklin. , the c .'.ln formally entering 

the pe tition , had ? layed a caj or ro_e in obt ai:ring the letters 

upon vrhi c. t he grievances were :las ed . nstea o f r ev·e~i_g the 

petiti on in regard to i t3 factual merit , the So_i ci or General 

emb2,rked on a speech su..".1Darizi n0 a decac.e o : '.iassachu.:etts P ::-~ 

vince , s history . '.l'!'l e Solicitor t:--. e:::. turne · i".is atte :1t · en on 

t. ,.. " r- "'he 
Fra.r .. ~li::i.., l a':J eJ..ing '. .i!J as little :io::- e -- ~ ::i a "r--'-e - • 

· k Fr :i!r.lin '" as r eceived ·,1..:.th gr ea t 
Solicitor 's ~ersona l attac on 

/J. 
deli gh t by t :.e !Jajori ty o f tr.e Counc:..L ors • . -

'"': e Co ·n _ ::'..::irs , 

int e:-:t on believing tha t t he pu- Lcati n o f t::e ·,{_ate y _etters 

of i:11 .... d:::. so le :::,ur :;:ose 

!ll :c C.s little 

itself . ~ 1u n~n.u·-~ous vote , oy a -'-'--

t~ e ~as-achusetts C::i unci l , 

the council 
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rejected the petition. 42 

Dar tm.outh ,. knowing that Irutchins on had been:. given. :;: erm.issi.on. 

for voluntary recall , apparently felt that t he rejection of the 

petition did no t completely destroy chances fo r ap~easing the 

colonies.. Ee ·.1;as able t o state once again. ill s bel ief .:..n p9.rlia

~entary Supre~acy , a ~d at t he sa=e tine entertain no~e teat tempers 

·:ioul c. cool ·1:hen Hutchinson returned to Zngland on voluntary l eave., 

:His policy of 'delay , in hope of a cooling off pe r iod , was nev er 

successful . Because he failed to win ap:: r oval for any grieva:::ices 

subr:iitted by the Colonists , his str tegy of de clared but do rmant 

supre□acy of Parlia!llent must have be en gr eatly !:listr sted by 

Colonial l eaciers . 

v. Colonial Resist a ce to Britis ea 

During t he l atter part of _773 , Dart~o t' s_ent ~u ~ of his 

ti~e at his country estates . Her.ad bee there ··;~en Fra:-.k i:i had 

P.i s 

preo ccupa Lon vii th his 
· i n 

, matter c. of gover n.oer.tal lep .s-a 
c.u ti es in t :1.e ~ 

ei sure , o =s caused." t neglec t · · s 

ad. to th e 

43 
Eas t I ndi a Company . L 

..J or ... h Is mea i3i - intr . cec! -
or1..o. • -

1773, ~as l ooked upon by tte 5rit.:..st 
t as sr _rict _y a r ev nue 

3. bi. ::! e - ~ 

an · !lpor ta:i.t 

bill . 
.:.. . c ... -,., ·•·a::; r. 

Cons equent-Y, Dar v '.'."- v •• .• 
~ :-ecc:.c:..l:..a-

r:atts r ·;;a s to 

:ivr. . 44 
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The intended pur~os e of the ~ 
-ea Act o f l773 was to grant 

relief t o the n.ear- ba:'.lkrupt East -
- lndia Company,. whi ch had seven-

t een million pounds o f. unsold. tea r ott . . . 
. ing in. 2. ts war ehouses. 

Brita in saw the chance to help th -
e t ailing company oy letting it 

ex-port tea directly to its own agents · 
- i rr America instead of 

thr ou gh English merchants to American me rchants as before . H.a ,,,_ 

r by n.,..ovidin~ th :;, "" I d" · eve , - ... o e ..;.ias i.. n 2.a Company ~::e ;ower to appoint its 

own agent s , the Ane rican mercian t s ·:,ere eli!!li:1a'" ed from a yroc es_s 

1.. n whic h t hey had ll1. therto Dr ofited.45 T' t t ne '.!l.OS eX?edien :neans 

of aiding t he failing Tea Company ·.vculd > o f course , have been: to 

re pea l t h e tea ta:< , which had survived tt e repeal of t '. e mowns hend 

Dut ies, left as a symbo l of Parliament ' s righ t t o tax. Pernaps 

Dart!!louth , had he been c los e to t he s ituat i on , 11o ul d have used his 

strategy o f "expedient but dormant" r i e t t o tax a s a means of 

repea ling t h e tea tax as well. He never had t he opportunity i n 

this situation. 

The first a ctual resi s t a nce t t he pr o?os ed Eas t I ~di a I onopoly 

ca!'!le fr om merchants in Philadelphia ·,•il: O had pre vi o sly ~ rc ha s ed 

large quantities of Dutch t e a . Res uti o ;er e t r o ced in 

t hat city claiming tna t t h e Act wa s a n att a c. on n.e " liberti es o f 

A::ne ric a ." 

to t r y t o 

resign. 

t I~_ ... tl-\ e city 
d t ~ a c t a~ a e n s ~-Committees were f orme V 

the ex-_ .. ec ted. tea sL.::,ments to 
force t h e c onsi gnees o f 

rl Te·· y :ck all : ol o·:ied the _ead er -
Bcsto n , Charl est on , a n... .. ,. 

c ons i gnees ' resi g :r:a: .:. 0 :1s 
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- In. Boston. the Cammi ttees 
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resorted to violence in. order to 
persuade the consignee s to resign. 

An attack in mid- November· did 
not produce the desired results~ as tn' . : e consigne~s still refused 
to resign.. 7/hen Governor Hut,..h; ns ~ 

~ - on. rerused to allow t~e tea s~.ip 
Dartmouth to leave the harbor (B ) 

os ton before its c~stoCTs duty 

was paid,. several men dressed as Mohawk I 
ndiar,_s , s _..:..?ped silently 

into the harbor , boarded the Dartmouth ~ --=-=.:.!:, and e~ptied ~he tea chests 

l. nto tne water . T 1"0 o ... n' r ' · · ' ~ e s~~ps nad joined Dar t~outh ~ a~d they 

wer e emptied also. All told, 342 chests bei.ng thrown into the bay 

on t he night of Dece~ber 16. 47 

The Committee of Correspondence sent word o the o · er 

coloriies the next day rela ting ho,; t e tea had een destr oyed with

out har~ing any person or personal pr op e ty . It · s ·;;orth noting 

actions taken by the other C lonies . At Charles ... n , Sout. Carolina, 

the consigne es of the tea "/e:-e fo rc ed to res..:.. gn ... hei r cor:utissions. 

Wte!'l no one appeared t o accept the car,...o , C s t O?:l :fi ..:..a.1.s seized 

it sc:bse~ tted . '8 
the tea a nd s t ored it in -,,;.,reho se \'1:iere e:c -Y r 

At Fiiladelphia sormittees tad a _so ~een es t ~_i te ... o re-

vent t he l anciing of the tea. 11 Co!'!I.I!littee f or arr ing ar: Feather-

ing 11 also established ir. case t he ea v1a s f orc2. - ut ashore . 

tea snips 

to re s i g~ obliged . 

V l .. or.~, ... J-... ne ~ea 
177 :. 3y tr.is 
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time the governmen-;; had d · , 
ec_ c.ed not _to interfere ·;;:i.th the committee 

a?pointed to reject tea . The tea s'ni· _..., s r .. , · 
v e ~urnec. ~o England 

witho u t any violent incident.49 

Each :?Ort had demonstrated ff 
e ective and cetermined opposi t i on 

t::i t h e Tea Act · .:...1 though no violent action ':.Tas ta.ken e:zcept in 

3cst ::i n , it '>'!as a p:parent tha t there ·.'ras an or e:a!'...iz ed , ccncerted effort , 

su:p:?crt ed by ccr1.siderable nunbers o : -peqile :.n eac:1 cf tte ·co_oni es, 

t o resist It .:.s a _so apparent t~a-'- ;utchlns cn pr cbably 

coul d have a voided a v.:.ole:-i.t c cnfr onta~i ::::n ':Jy is s ing a :;ier::ut f or 

the tea ship to lea ve ·,vit hout bein_ 11 e:itered .. ,50 O!lce a ain Sutc::i

i:i.scn ' s decisi c n ~o : orce a sh w dc· m created a nother vi l ent s it

uati on ·1
1i!:tic h n egated. a ny chance f r c o 1.:.n:- ~= tec:-ers on ·:,o t n side s 

o f th e Atlantic . Had h e us e d so e c ~ on sense , avoi ~inG the con

front a ti on, the oppositi on ·,•,o ul have :i t ad a nifying _ oint n. 

~hich t c plead their case . 

It is ne cessary at this point to :-erie ·.': '-he corr es:;ion enc e 

f Varl.. us "olonial. i nhabi t a .. ts in .::- e .a .::- d to Dartnouth received r o~ ~ 

the se~ti~ents of th e pe o_le c o ce_nins '"te _ea A t , ~he :.!lba i t a :1.t ' 

m t , a :i~ t~ ei.::- cbs er a:~ ns reacti or....s to t he Eo3tJn ea _-r 

t~e oppos i ti on's s u y~ort . It is ne cessa- t r e ": t ~ o fi ~al. 

and ? riva~e c crre s ; ndence :n 

::iout:i h::.d en ·;;hie!: t c ':Jase :ii~ 

...... ..- ::, - . ,.., .,. ;,,. e·:; Y::: .::-l: ' s 
s tarte J tis lett e ~ by s tating -~ - ~ - - - - - · 

Tyr on sta ted that t ~e ;e opl e feareci 

8 "' , -· e 

:-yon 

in::. .:..: i t a ::c.ts 
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America ' s liberties or a ren 7 ewa_ of at te~pts to collect the tea 
tax .. Tryo~ stated he was not 

certain ·.~·hat the Act _c; coi rl , ~ · .....,__ ror ne 
had not received a copy of it f 

:::- cm. the C.o1-onial office.. Tryon. 

clcsed by saying he f elt certain. t .~.~t 
- ?eople ~ould op;ose t he 

l anding and selling of the tea but •.~.e 
·,'iOUld. try to maintain peace .. 

Governor Tryo n. had in no '.'Tay charac~e!'J.. zed .. ,., ·ae ,. - ::rpJosi :ion. as 11 a 

mob resistar:ce .. 11 --Rathe r ::i.e kne ·:, it · b !'1 
~o e ::i.a.u.e Tp c i nerchants 

and arti s ans oppcs ed t c res tricti.:15 liberties . fa· er- Genera_ 

Haldiman ,. a c ting C0!'.1Illander of 3ri t::.sh f or-ces in AJ::e ::-ica, ·.vrote 

Dartmouth also in early Nov ember . 2e state~ s ome o:p;cs iti n. ~as 

:pcssi':)le to t he te a Act , but failed to c~aract er.:..z e t he 

On November 4, Governor Hutchinson ·:r o'-e Dartoouth infor!:li.ng 

hir.i. of i::1 :fo rma tion he had rec eived .regarding Colonial cor.:res-po.n-

dance in oppositi on to importing o f East I d · a Tea . fi t i::.inson re

l a ted tte bullying of t he consi nees and c· aracterize ~t e committee 

• • I , A t . ., 52 earrying out the opposition as a I oo c ion . 

Governo r Tryon vrr ote Dart:iouth a ga :.n on De e::.c e:::- 1 , stati:i 

.. ~th ' · _re ce_ived informa t ~cn that t ~e tea was s~bje t t ~:ia . e :1ac. an 

,-l t ' -_ .. i· ni o r:. : f '- :-.e ..., . i g!!ees of Tr yc n re_ate • e -

t hei~ i~~blility t o carry out t ~ei:::- d 
t re e:.ve t·.e tea . _ryon. 

· t r oub_ e ir: l a :: · !15 t· e tea , 
closed by stating t hat te ex~ectec no 

although tr.e 

the C.Ue,:J 
him 

::u-:c :-.inson ·-.11r ::: te 

o f c:~ a-:tack on sorae of 
If :iutcr.inson v,as 
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convinc ed that only a certain "bad ::: ort.11 o:,' 
~ - - ~ec?le strongly op~osed 

the Tea Ac t , his closing lines to Dar t mou~n' beli' ed 
- - t hat conclusion. 

Since the t hreatenings of. t h e 
c onsignees ~ad :proved ineffe.ctual,. 

a to~n me eting was called for '-h 29th. '-• e of Novenbe~ to decide o~ a 

new c ourse of action . 

Hutcninson. described t he t?ak.e u" "r.' +-_·,, e , - _, ., a ssec:oly,. · rhich was 
al ,. . ~ 1 

a ge.'."0 er ~ee l-lng 0 1 ?80~ e f r om cou:it:-y aLci tc·Hn, a s one of "varied 

ass ort:ner:t . _" nutct i.!ls O::!. admitted. t o Da::- ':::io '::1 tiat :::10t oru.y t::e 

lower class of :pe ople attended in great nunbe r s ::mt a _so ::!l.a:n.y gentle

men of the comm.unit y 'Here pres ent . Eutchins n ' s _etter to Dartmouth 

on the 15th day of De c ember em:phas.:.zed tl:.e s trengt :. o "" t:.e opposi:- •· 

ti.on. riu tcr-i1S on :-elated that nearly one half .,. t:ie t o·.rns of t he 

pr ovince had elected committees to aid 3cs~ on in nrev e t.:. g the 

· · f t ' t 55 lanaing o De ea. 

Gov ernor J ohn We nt~ort h o f ew sh.:._ e •:,Tote a rtm u h on 

t , res ado te · in F :- tsr:1out· agains t Dece~ber 17, rel~ti~b ~e meas 

imp ortati on of t ea . ' h did o - harac'-er.:. e tne stre th We nt ~o r t n ... 

d · ,l 1 t i... ·as i!!l_ o si e o :-re ·e r. of t te oprcsition , but 1~ re a e " 
the 

peo~ l e fr o~ ~ass in6 the □easures . 
56 

0 D . 2 ,. 1 · eu tenant- Gov er!lo r ·,-,'il E __ ",T ., e fr 1:1 

n ecemo er ~ , -
t1: s ~ar Y of t:-.e e-·e:its ·.r::-.::. h to ·-

C~arl eston gi vi ng Da r toou · a 

· of tea s" ... .:i:;:;s c . yl a ce afte r t ~e arriv a_ · · 
ece:: e 2 . 

· ee s bei n c:-
D . ~ ~ ~- c ~~s i c:- n ~ a::- t~outh react o~ .,,!~ ~- 0 

co:::...-::is s i c ns . 
_ ..... -1.4- . 

-~ .. :r " that no tea ~- . -

nee a.;ai n 

be 
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· General !:ialdil'!l an wr o.._e D . - ~ •ar~mouth 
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agai~ on Dec eober 28 , stating 
t hat the mercantil e inte-est · ~ . 

J- in .11.oerica oppos ed iopor ting tea by 
the East I ndia Com..nany because ~D ~ 

- · u .1. J.ear O f a CTonc~ol y . Haldiman 

stated that a spirit of inde?endence was 
growing , and the governo=s 

~ould ~~obably choose to return the tea 58 - to Zngl and .. 

On J a nuary 5 ,. 1774 , .ifald~an •,•1rote D art~ou: h ne e a 6ai.n . 

c c ~firmed ?revi ous be _ief t 'na+ 
~ Piiladelpnia -.·icu_ c:. reject 

t he tea . Se relat ed ho ,N the COtl!llittee in Fhilade_:p hia hac. fo r ced 

the re t u7n of the tea ships to Sng_and on Dec eCT ber 26 . Haldima~ 

conclude s by telling Dar t mouth t na t the --iolence carri ed out in 

Bost on met ~ith t he general di sa_proval of most eop le . He re

l a ted how a c or::uni t tee in Massachus e t ts ha' f r ed to pro est t ' e 

violence and call for the paymen o f the e t r ye tea . lial i an.. 

stated t ha t he stili f elt t hat th e ~erchan~ i e i~teres ~o 1 still 

influence peopl e against t he us e of any im?orte tea . 59 

After reviewing t his callee in of rr·cia c rres p ence , 

several pcint s can be stated co c erni .:.r. ... r ~a :io. ar 

about the A~e ric ~n c ol oni es . Fi rst , e · e :- rt t ·. ;:-_:_ :-. · e t ea 

was de s tined ha d reacted negative _M • ✓ ~ olenc e ~as t~r ea t ened in 

each . 
• · y c-ov erI'..:'.:; enta_ a i.;. thori ties Only b y tac t or l a c~ of a c~i n - o 

was open r ebelli on ~re v e~ted . 
Sec cn, Y, ·.-;- he re t !':1; 6 ·e r .:.i ent di 

~ob viole nce occ~~red . t~~e a s t a ~c in Bos t on , ~ 

fi 1"::: 7 -I V -·~-- - ... ' 

;i t 

t C·est :-uc: i n , o f ,,-i cle~ 

And 



to pay f or t he dama£ed · · "' tea . 'l'hus .. , 
• ' l,r. e aroc-i,m~nt' t :-.a 'c nl ~- y ; , • o y t!'.e mob 

e:e::::ient was op~osed t t hi - - ~ ~o ~ ; s Pa.xi iamen.. . .. 
- 1,,axy Ac 1,, was called into 

question •. 

In Dartmouth 's u ~~-
nor~icial correspondence, the information 

tte Secretary nad tor 1 
ep y on is ~ade even clearer. ~o sep~ Ward 

wrote Dartmouth fr o□ ~o · 
~ st on on November 27 1773 r 1 t· ,- - ,_ e a ing tte 

serious probl e:-:is in A.::ierica . TT 

ne rec onnended a s~eedy reconciliation: 

i~ or der to ~revent f cr eign powers from tal--~ng advantage 

d . t t. 60 ba si ua ,ion .. 
f t .e 

On December 11, Reverend ~illi~ Gorco~. ote Darn uth from. 

New York 5i vi!lg the l a tter his feeli ngs ab ut berica I s mo d. 

Reverend Gordon summarized t. e di sgus'" : c e ~e ric an merc ~ants 

re garding the tea. dis most interesti g ~ellarks a.~e at the end 

of his letter.. He made t wo points that Dartmouth □ig: t ,:e_ · ave 

pondered over later that year . First, G r don •,arned t . a t if any 

colony was dealt with separately , the r e:nai der 1ould make its 

suffering "a col1I!lo n cause . " Sec one. , or e n, r.i t · ng ney ha hidde n 

t~eir nilitary strength fr o~ gcve r~e a_ o~ fic ·aJ.s , a ~se tat 

t~ e A~ericans coul ~ oppose any 3ri t i r.: r es _et ac 

ec eo· e.:::- 22 , 7 3, r GCl ?hil -J os eph Reed wrote Dartoout ' on 

~c elphia stating the ho~e t hat the Re ·enue ct \':ould be re. ea1ed 

· ... t i· ,.. ,. .. be rest re • 1n or ""e r t~a ~eace ::i o·· ,,_ 
~ee· wr ote a a~n en De- · 

acc ount o f tr.e re· e c'"i o n 
ceriber ?.7 , gi vi:ig Dartmouth an 

f t!c. e tea .. 

of tne .:::- esist"' .ce as bei~.; :iade .i p 
Reed c~a~acte ri zed the nature 

Reed. 
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as a necessa r y a ction.62 
Although the unoffici· a1 

information: was 
not as plentiful as th e OT~· . 

. _.1.J.cial , it did give Dartmouth various 
opinions on: whi c.h to bas e h · 

. is Official. strategy .. 
Dartmouth's response to thi 

~ ·s correspondence 

On J anuary 8 , 1774 , he ·:;rote :Iutcninson. after having received the 

letters :!:.rou~h November 15 ,. 1-773 _ 
- Dartmo t h co::u;zetded iiutchi::ison 

is ~crth noting. 

on his temperate c onduct a!ld relate d his hope t. a t no °:Jad con-

s equences would cc.cur. He clo ' b · • sea Y s~at.:..g that he !l.ilitary 

could be use d only in cases of actua_ re be __ i c . 63 

VT. Dartmouth ' s Res~cnse to Colonia iole ce 

Dart~ou th in all pr coability ~ec eived word abo t t~e Bost on 

Tea ?arty on the 21st or the 22~d of Janu2 0 J ary 21 , he 

received a ~emorandum from the chair!:la. o~ t he East I dia ompany 

expl~ining t ha t tea had been estr ed at Bos n on e 16th of 

51. · h ..i Decenoer . ~ Within the next fe ~ days he rec e_ e o er ~ e~ _a ~a 

f I C ..i ... ,,., ~ ... ~.,_- ce 0 .1.·· Ac.:i.:. r a : ·· ror:: t '.1 e Zast ndia om:pa:iy a :-:~ ... .. e 

t he Oy en r esistence to _a ·.:.ng t· e tea . 

Da.:-t:ciou th • s reacti n to t r..:..s ne :s r::1 ' s a cha."'lge - polic~· of 

:1is Colonial Of.:ice . No lo nger c t i~e · ea __ tte' r cr ooling 

of te~?e rs . Acti on oust :e t2-~e n to 
..:.a s t . t.:cti n 

w~er e tea ha d been int ~od ~ced . 
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written Dartmouth admi ttino- , . 
- o m.s astonishment that no '.,o rd of the 

uro':Jlems o f tea had come f r onr t ' . 
• ne a cting governo r of Pennsylvania. 
Dart:nouth ·:1ro te De:;mty Gover nor .Tohn 

Penn on Febr u~ry 5 rel ~,.i n-
- - ,. -"- 6 

his disnay at the rebellious actions 
taken by t ~e inhabitants in 

reJ·ecting the landin 0~ of tea ~t Dh"l 
-:.. - i adelfhl.a .. artmouth closed by 

stating his 

,. . 65 a.c :..l ons . 

surprise a t nothing being done · o check these violent 

:Cy the end o: Janua.:- y , Dart,., 0 ·,':: !" ·,·ias .,, •so 
w .... -- '-'--'- surely a1:ra:e 

of tne rebell ious acts carried out by the i::i..~aoitants of Charl eston 

against t h e l a ndi~g of the tea .. 

Dartmouth ' s course of action , t her efo re , · ·a ~d.te c_ear . Ee 

felt t ha t in order to s ecure tie de?endence o: t~e Col nies u~o n 

Engl a nd , coercive measures '.'.'Ould hav e t o 'e aken. a rtmouth 

oelieve d that rec oncilia ti on no·:i de pe~ded pon Lll<'sland ' s ability 

to force the e :J l oni e s t o s •bmi t . Dar tl!l t:. obviousl r ea.Lized 

that several CJloni es had been gui t of rebe ~o s a c tio , the 

extreme in Boston being t he v-o rst . I t a:;;_ea r s th t artmo t ' s 

idea -~:as to make an exa::iple of Boston to i:::i 1 ence t· e " bet t e r 

so rt,11 of }Jeople t o r e!)ud.ia .. e tl: e Anerica!! racica s . 

D.1rtmc u tri ' s a ction r,as s·,vi. f: • 

. . . . . .. rv ' s "t ,. orney a nd S a r:ier:io t o t::e •. ::.m s l, -1 ."I. " 

r -e!:,.era - arizin 

t he affairs of Bos t o~ a~d 
~:-.e a ti on a;:i '.ln t -

a~y Col ony exce;t 
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hoved to i::::i.pl er:i ent the coer c"i Ye )"1 , .. h . 
. - - ~eas~r es 1.. r ougr. t~e Ministry i t self. 
His le t t er to t he Attorney Gene~~ i und 

7
. 

--- er_i nes the i dea t hat he 
hoped t hat arresting and convictin

0
p- O .i..,.. th 

, e r adicals siould prove 
Engl and's conv"iction that t he Color-ies -~ubmi· t +o u... ~ w de:s,endence. 

Dar t ::rou tn hoped to k eep t he coerc ive acti· on · .. . · · · u ni t 
·.n . ~.:u.n -c_-:. e ~1 s ry,, 

thus :9 os sibl y l ..:..r:ii t ::.. !!g t:ie se ,1eri:y of suc h actio-. <: . ··· -; .. . .,.....,. to 
- ,::-~ - -•c 

J ohn Thor t on on Febr uar y 12 , Dar t:ncu;: __ expr ess ed - s :i e_i ef that 

no prese nt r elie f could be gr ar.ted to t~e ? eO?lc ~f ~as sachus etts 

becaus e o f tte mob a c t i ons . ~estat ed t h.at he e. _ecteci Fa ::- _iament 

woul d neve r repeal t he · tea duty 1nti_ a c:i..an
0

e o f Cv n act ·:,as di s 

pl ayed . Dartmouth expr e Rs ed his : el..:.. e f tt~t tr. e d •ty ru ~nt have 

been f or th e 3os ton Tea Par t y. Dar t:i.o b conc l;.ic.ed ·-:; ✓- s t atine; 

67 t ha t he still hoped to see r e~eal t aJt e place . 

· '" hi F b y 5 t e · n ~::1 to be Dartt:1ou t h wr ot e Hu ..,c nso e rua r , - -

r eady to r ec eiv e mea sures t o be carried o t to se cure he .rl.epen..-

dency of 'fass ac huse tt s. ne a l so not ..:.. fi ed Generru. Ealci:!lan· o be 

d t ~ ~ ~ se cur e t~e de_ e~ er. e of tne r eady to :- e c ei v e or ers ~ -e- ~ 

I ,, · 1':r:.e " ccul C 8 , , ,. , r _:_ :lg _ Col onies . 0 Dart :::i c uth ' s nc~e tna t .. .. e 

,. t ,.h e Secretar subru.tted l'i; s r epor 1.. o '---
'ii~ e the 

act s ca ~r~ sd out i n 3osto :! e:-e co:1si e:-cc. 

pe r :p e t r atc rs 
II _. ,,_ e 

0 1~ "s ai c. t r easo~ , -·· guilty 

·::0 1..: l d not :-e c or.i.1:: e nci . t t i: e acc used t na 

t!':e 



36 

in ordinary course o f ju~ti . 
~ ce in Al:ierica.69 

· During those ~-rirst few days 
of February~ the Cabinet met 

daily to consi der what actions ~o 
... tak.e. B · d es1. es t he arrest of 

radical leaders, it vras suggested 
that t he government in Boston 

be aoved to a.~other location less 
likely to oe ~nfl uenced oy-

rebellious activity. 'Nh en ne ws ca1:1e to t- ·_,,_9 t:t 
v <:..abinet tiat t he 

A.:n.erican leaders ·.vould not have ·Narra!lt s isst.:.ed against t hem, 

ot her measures had to be considered. 

VII. British Coercive feasures 

The C~binet dec ided t hat if t he eaciers co 1 ~ot be_ nis~ed , 

the only alternat ive was t o ~unis. t r.e entire ;a r t . he Cabinet 

meeting held t he 19th of Feor uar y r edu ce bo recor:me!ld tions. 

Firs t, t he Boston Port w uld be c osed n t he sea t o g vernment 

removed until t he :people gave dt:e res _ect t o ~m_ eri ai a thority. 

Secondly, the cons ti tuti cn of Mass ac~ s etts 7f 
70 d be a tere . 

The Cabinet als o decided t o su ' mit t tese meas :-es in ;:i, e "'or:n o f 

- · 11 .,. p · -en... ·,·,·· t· . . t: i s cie c · sion t: e · ni s try ~l - 3 to both Ho uses o~ ar _ ia;r: .1.. . v v 

· ~ f th o r c1.·on an also r elin_ i~ .ed ~ts increased t he intens: ... y o_ e c e · 

cont r ol. The King 's Hinis try intr cuced t ::e 3os t c ? ort 3ill into 

Co!:!!:l ons Or! }.1ar cn ll!., 1774 . 
T: e fil _l recei ve ~aior~ty 8t es frc~ 

. , . ~· •'";n--'s ass e::: t , ar c~ 28 , - 74 . 
octh ,mus es c?. nc. ·:iaS ;;:i.. v en 1., .'.1e I-..:. o 
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Parliament conc er ~1 ng Bost on. H 
7 

t 
· e a_er ed iialdi~an t o be ready to 

~ove tro ops t o 3oston to a id Hutchinson. ,_·n 
~ . carrying out t he ?re-

posed Acts f or closing t he Bosto1i.Port and renoving i ts go~ernment 

t o another :p l a ce.. I n hi s 7 ettel" t rr. ... · 
- - ... • - - o r:.U ., cni nson, Dartmouth eX?lained 

t!le ·crown.._' s lack. of s ole autnori ty t;:, ca rry out t he i n.tended :punish-

Da .... +,,., ou.J.. -,.. , s s ... _ .... e,.. t ' .... ' ·d 
r.ient . .,_ '-W. \.. . ... 1, ,;_ '- 1.,. ca\, ne cons 1. e:::- ed t hi s un f ortunate ,. 

~r obaoly underlying his feelings -'-ha t t ~e ~~:us~.riect co li not oe 

con.trolled. Ee did , n owev er, r elate t o :iu'-c :1.ins on his oelief t hat 

th e Port's ri ghts YlOUl d be ·res tored u:pon re :p ara t i cn '-o the East 

I ndi a Com:pany f or t he dest r oyed t ea . Dar t :noutl: _-_,. n ·:,a hinted 

t o .nutchinso n t hat · t he lat t e r ·1To u d .. a t be arry:ing 

.,. .,..., n c·l~nct ?l SUres ~O r Lo a • 

The n e -:rs of t h e , os on .i.:ea 3..r ., .. a E t m p .... y ~ d crea,.e as _r ~n England. 

Grea t rese nt ment • t o"tard the colonies ._.,a s ::!.a ni est ed _n bo th pr i vat e 

a~: ? Uol ic d e bate . t he oe~ ca li ng fo r coerc~ n ~a Aoong 

d .,. Br ~tis . f orc es i_ A=eri ca , o Thonas Gage , co~an er o .,_ 

E~gl and s i~c e June , 1773 . Ga ge t a lked ·o Ki I -r 
0 -e r e 

. -'~ ., • · ,.,ess t :i :- et;.: r r. t o A.::e:-i Feor uo. r y 4, :p ledgi ng hi .:, re ...... u .. 
.., ... ...... ... 

ca:-ry 0 11 t. a:..y . su~ sho· d coerc ive me a · , · t. e' · · e r ec_ ~r e ' • 

General. 

n. 

-a e 

r ela t ed t o 
. s ·::o _c. oe , t f " r r eg_i:: e:-1 .• . · · ,.... 'o eli e f tna .., !\.l ilg !lJ..:, ti1e 

.. '"' "" di .s turba ~c e si.: f fi ci e r.. t to :;:i reven ., a .. .1 

Ge or f e III 

r e'.:lar ks th2..t J::e ·::rote 

i de::.s 

I n revi e·.•;:i ~g t h e 

t..e 

Ga 

.:.t i s net 
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clear who 

the Acts. 

suggested that Ga~e 'oe + 
0 senv Dack.-'- h -1..0 -'U.lerica to e!lforce 

T~e Cabinet ~eeting of 
February 19~ does rela te t he 

intentiorr to send a strong ~erson • 
to Boston to ensure success of 

the- pro::pos ed Acts. 

J ohn Pownall' s hand. 73 

The :ninutes of this CTee-'-1..i·n~ 
o. ·ue:-e recorded.. in: 

I n.. revi e·:d.ng tie corresu_ onde_nce 
0

-:-
- J ohn Powz:a __ of the :pre-

Hutchinson I s recall. I n. !\.t1!"."!, .... 177-. o ... s " ,- ) , Po wnall ,. as ~r e iously 

noted , had urged DartmouL. to reca _ Eutc:u~son. ·,,:: en fiu tchinson. 

aske d fa.:- v oluntary leave , Po ,ma __ had ~res e · a :-t~ou· n and N rth 

to grant his request. I n October, 1773 , Pownal · ac written 

Li eutenant Governor Oliver , seekin inforc.ati n he ::u.5 t p_ y 

as to v:hen Hutchinson woul d a c t on his re i s ·· r ~nted _eave .. 

Dartmouth also wrot e t o H tchins on in mid- October , r ably a t 

Po wnall ' s urginE;, tellinb tne Governor t .at the :p rese t time ro-

ld b · ti □ e t e .·ercise . is vo_unta;-y !'ecal l . It bably ~au ea gooa - . 

· · d .... · on .. o a"'"'O . ... Ga.;e t~e.:-e:cr e , c.i d !'l.ot appear s i: .'"le r ecorru:ien ~ 1.. _ 1.. !'!' - ... , 

col!!e fr o□ Dar tmou t h , but fr m unce:- s ecret J · ·i:nal • T .e 

C0C}1!:and of British fo ::-c e s and als 
to assu::e the ~ost o : G ernor 

of '-lass2. chus et ts . T;ri s r eco!ll.:l e:id ~ t.:. 0 

~arc h 31, and was quic~ly •iVe ~ 

Dart~ :~ t~ =ust have s =jra c ed 
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~ith Gage , a nan well ~es~ected. . 
- l~ America for his services in the 

eolonies f or ~eve · 
o n~een Years , would surely be looked 

Uyon. as a 
conciliatory appointment . 

Gage, with :us !!!.an,, years 
-v of e:<?erience 

in !!lilitary leadership , 
coul~ be counted on also to influence the 

better sort of ~eople to reject the ideas 
of L.e rad.i cals , there-

[ore , enc oura€ing the retur~ of 
peace a:::d 6ood feeli:ie;s ~et,.een. 

Zngland and the Coloni es . G · 1 aae sa2._ed frc~ ?ly:no t~ on. April 16~ 

and arrived in... Boston Harbor on. May lJ~ .. 
ne carried ?Ii th him tl:e 

ct f or cl osing t he Port of ooston ·.•1hi :i ·.1as .. 0 :ie :put in.to effect. 

on June 1 . 

Dartmouth for -;:arded specific instructi t Gage on .pril 9, 

seven cays before the Generals "led. ese instr ctions are tre-

:::iendously important because they were the bas.:.s on \7hich Gage was 

to :;_Jlan his entire Go"i onial policy for more Lan ten m. nths . he 

General was i:::istructed to enlist t11e sup_ or of va:-_o s Pr .:.ncial 

leaders in executing t he Act . Dartcouth e:~ressed .. : e - ~Pe of the 

K · t· 1 · o c _ ..J _ ...,_ ::-ese ... :.. " e_f - .. he carry-in6 t hat no op~OSl lO~ ~OU c r ~ --

i~€ out of the Act. 

Gage was to use his troo ps . Dar t::rnu ... ::. ·.':as :: re s?eci:.:.c , l:o -n ever , 

~hen he went further anci stated t ba t t he King ' s !:m r:c. to 

avoid if at all ~ossiole , any 

induce ••• s~b~~ssi on . • 

t~e sab~! ssion ~as to be 

. . 

II 
• • 

se of : r o s . a r t:: 

" to :;i. t:.iet t i e ...ir:ci. s : Le :;;e _le , 

a:.: c. 
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instruct ed Gag e to remove t h e t 
s ea of government f=om 3oston. to 

Salem. 

Next, Dartmouth turned to t h e means · 
of punishing t he leaders 

accused of leading the people in t h e cri· rn ~, n~. 
- ~ -- a ct s commi t ted at 

Boston. Dartmouth related tae failure o f t ·.e 
- ;-tinis try to establish 

the legal ~asis to arrest and r eturn t o England fo r t r.:.. a1 tho se 

accused of wrong doing.. The G.e !:.eral ·:;as ins tr c t d. tc seek 

.: ri:iiz:al prosecutions in any case he fel ... i ndi ct.:ier:... •:as p r baole. 

If, however, it appeared t o the Genera.L. t ·.at a onviction would. 

be i::ipossi ble, it ;.'1ould be bett er t o avoid pr osecui:i n. Final ly, 

Dar tmouth told Gage that t he .:..ns t ructions .:..n no ·,'la.:J set asi de the 

powers of t h e Massachu s etts Council. Ga ge as , · o·.'Je e r , to re ""use 

to sea t in Council t hose tat might be electec int· e ne xt elec t i on 

rho had op enly opposed t he e nforce~ent or - la d ' s laws . 76 art-

mouth closed by e xhorting Gage to obtain the fee ng o f t_e 

"principal" members of the Cc lony in orde r .. o e er:iine v: at acti ns 

t l·ve t.ei ~ s· ~_ or: . t r1e Ge ne r a l mi gh t take o rec e - -

· .... · t c:e · e r a These i ns tru c t i c ns p o_n ~ - _s i .. .:.. Jn.s eel by ~rt -

mou tn in d t. 0 , "' e r i ca ') Colon . .:..al :?olic:,; • r esar .'1.'-U - - • 

~too th 

~ i t .,_ .1.~our ~r1.·t_; s h r o. ~inents in Bosten wo ie_ t aa t .., - ~ 
e a ufL cient 

::iun'be r t.o nrevail up on th e in::.ab:. t-:nts 
Ii any 

: r oubl e did occur, Dart~outr. 
::: s - 'l' 

Se c ond , 
·oeliev e t::e 

J es :pi te 
te ha c rec eivec fro□ !::l.aTIY 
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correspondents, ne refused to believe ... , t 
1.na • ... h e maj_ori ty of :princi_pal 

people in the Cc-loni.es ·.,ould sup:9ort the radi--al 

to submit to Parliamentary la,,1.. T' · · 
~ ideas of refusing 

· m.ra,. Dartmouth believeQ that 

~ f the radica l leaders coulQ oe arres+-ed. 
_ v and pr osecuted~ the 

O"'"'_ ..... _.os i tion would oe dealt a hea,,·y 'o_
O

,., _ T. · 
u- " - ~ls feeling underlined 

',·~;s 1-, e1 1.· e f that t he O""' .,..,oc:1· t' ion 1~ t · · 
' Jo .., - - Y ~ ~ - • ac J..on. ·;:as _ndeed s::la.11 , -.·ii tl: only 

a :ew radical 1 ead.ers keeping the move!'.lent a i ve . Fourth,. Dart-

:::outh believed there was a distinction. oe b:een Pa r ..:..~ent• s ri ght 

t o legislate and t he e x ercise of that rig.t . Dartm u h felt t : at 

the Ccilonies vrere motivated mostly by ecor: i:ri.c fact ors . He could 

not underst a nd or oelieve tha t a constitu t i on i ssue a no, 

become a gro wing ~roblen . Finally , artnouth bel · e ed t a t 

coercive measures ·.vere needed t o ov erthr o '" r.. e r a ca _ ea ers > 

restore respect for order, and give t he ood e e e nt s o f e 

u:i lonies "encourage:::ient" or " inc entive" t o s eak e oercion. 

need no t end reconciliati on but in fact :ii 
. .. enc r a ~e it . 

Dartmoutn also wrote iiu t c hi!l.S c n n .:.. _ r i 

of Gage ' s a ppoint~ent. 
. r e ~- a t Eu tc nins n wa s :.n.- ~r m s er -

'nad +-he c o:ip_lete a _~r ov -for:iance in o ffice v 

o f t . e Ki g . a rt -

. t t . •as O D.i. te ?:1_ o r ~outh r el a ted that Gage's appoin ~e 
a n tha t 

be r A_i r_c tated a t a l a te r :iutchinson ·;10uld - .., 
cia t e . 77 It i 3 r t h 

O.Lrfi' cia - lett er ; r obac no:.in6 t~at t his -
oe _i e s t!: e ru e fee lir:gs 

v f Dar t::ou t h , 

:-i:.s t enure as 
·:: J t h h e 
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could a t tri bute in form.ula ~ing hi 
" , .s Colonial strat egy to official. 

correspondence from. the Roya, Gov 
- - ~ - ernors, he must have struggled 

Over De :9-uty Governor John p , 
enn s e xn_ lanat· 1· o ..... 0 _~, • · ...... m.s act i ons during-

~he rejec t i on: of t h e tea. P~nn rela ted that ·n e - -= ·.vas '..lna·:,are o f. t he 
act i ons o f those ~ho res i s t ed ' h 

~- e _anding of tie t ea unt il a~ter 

t·he tea sni p moved fr om ~_ort tort ... ~ 
- e urn 1,0 .:..::i.gla :: .. - :f t ~ s ias 

ir:1.poss i'ol e. for Dartmout h t o be_..:. eve, Penn. ' s ~u::- t: e.:- co:nment !lust 

have s ha1:en. t:i e S ecretary. Penn c onfessed t o oe- i e7e ti::a the 

importa ti on of tea wa s a priva t e mat te r , oei:1 ca rri ec:. out by a 

nri va t e c ort!)any in whi c h the or i tish g::iv er:iment ca no c rrcern . 78 

If t he Briti s h Mi nis t r y t a d en e t he coerci e e ..:. s _ tio~ 

·1,i. t h t:ie Bo s to n. Port Bill , · r epa r a t i on f or t he tea :night have been. 

ext r a c"- ed from Bo s ton. As alrea dy _oi nt ec ou t , t .ere ha d een a 

gene r a l f eeling among t h e moder a t e ele_ents t hat "-he tea s hould 

be pai d fo r. d P ' ent d.i n ... ·.;ai t liowe v er, t he ;,[.inistrv a ::1 r __ 

to see what e ffect t he Po r t Bil wc u_ r ce . 

.. as 3ed t '--.r e e t:.e.:::- nea ~ r es I n s·.·ri f t s uccessi on , Pa r l i a;ne:h 

• c- ,.,_- - f :•:as~a c .u et t • 
d · ~ · -~ ; ~•_r __ ; ~~ : ~e e~ :1.re u t tat ~ere ai~a a ~ - ~~~ - u 

T .. e f i r s t o f the s e me a sur es wa s t he ' a s sac i1 
t 

N:.i c!:. al t a re d t he c h .3.rt er o f 'as a i: e t ts . fo r 

· t .1.. i., 8 me=ber s 
Ki ng t o he n c e f or t h a?:?0 1 n 1, •• 

. b·· - e s e_ b_ ' · d , c.n.o_ e n J ~ - • na ~revious ly oee~ 

c: f f:. c::.als . 



43 

• I • • 
Golony n_ i cK 1:n.em. 'T1} e la,...t .,_ f .,_. 

-· ~ pari., o 1.,nis Act also f orbade nore 

than one to ,.m :ieeting a year for t h e e olony . 79 

The second Act, the Admi nistration of Justice Act , allowed. a 

person to be sent to Z~gland. for triai if it ras bel~eved t hat an. 

unprejudi ce-.d one c:otila not 'o'e- obtained i::1 A:::ierica. T.he third. _Ll,ct 

•:ias -ch e ,;;;_.1a rtering Act ,. whi ch enabled. Gage to c_ ·arter : "" s t roo_ s 

. tJ.. s. t i·lassacnuse 1.,s T-1.ese t r-ree Acts r eceived RoyaJ.. ass e nt 

in late May , and were f o r".'rarde d to Gage .:.n ea r _y Ju:ie . Gage 

~ecei ve d t h e~ on Aucust ,,. 80 
o . 

Dartmout h e X?ected the Acts t o have o .'..e?l.::?.ti:::1 e : fect 

upo n t he moderat es . hi s belief was base hi · o tn· a· po s no 1. 

· t · "las co:np o :-::: ed of only a '1ra· ble ~act i on" o f ::ien . the oppos i ion , ~ 

The Ministry's st r a t ei:;y '.':as therefor e 

wait to se e -.·:hat effect it would pr od'\.lc e . 

place , ~ ~ i t ccu.!.. onl 

On Hay 4 , Genera l ?.al dir:.a d ·.'l r ote art o t· :::- e a · n C 

the Ac t s tia t Ca r ~1.· e d out o - ~·.e .:.nna:.:.: ::its o •:1ere - r n 

r e j e ctinG J.. ' l,.tl e tea. 0!:J.e shi - was b arc.e a :-: -< er ca 1as er-

sua ded t o r e turn to En°l a ~d. Ha_ i!!!.a:.d ha t a nothe:::- sc.:. •s 

tea !:le t the s a ::i. e tea .:. n B s o~ , ~he fa t e as the 
e 

t · t y v,as cue being that the qua n 1. 
sma ~er . :- ·~ re e 

of Ne~ York ins?ire~ no 
- •t· :i ::inis t a c t i on by ·r.e ~ :::- i -

" _ : e:::-enc e 

i " US a 

-:i:e:::-e: :::- e 

.::. :-. s e t ts -_..-a 'cein 

Gi ving s ubs t ance 

~ade a n e :.rn.::rpl e . 

t o ti.e 

•. ,·:: ·::-o:::-l-: · e_ie 1ed 
oanj· !=e - e :.:: 

on 
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-'-hat 3oston would ackno~led~o '- . o~ 

and. r ·e e•st,aolish harmony . 
bad oehavior , pay f or the tea , 

On .Ju:::ie l , "aldi d 
n :nan ':;rote even. more 

.Jptimistically by stating his belief .. h-t , 
1 

• 

.... a. oy !:la..nng an. e:ca!I!.ple of 
Boston ·uould c.:rns e the l oyal people to s:pe ::1_~ theL :ninds .. 

On lfay 
.;1_, Governor ·.1/illiam. Fra!l!.-..,i· n ~ N · 
/ ~ 01 ew .Jersey ~r ote Dartnouth . 

Fr :.1.nkli:n e:rp:-ess ed. ::is celi e f 

degree , the g e~eral feeli:::ig ·::as tha ... t:iey ·.rnu_ c. ::1 t 
3

up:;:ort a call 

for ncn.- importa tion and e:q;orta ti n ag::- ee:ien-'- . ep ty ove!'nor 

John. Penn , o n May 31 , 1:1ro te the Secretary .:..nfor:!i - hi :!! ~ t · e non

import c:, ti o n and exporta ti on suggestion , ~tati , ho ·:·ever , t, at no 

t . . ... 2 a cti J n had ~een. ta~en o appr ove 1 ... . 

From Massachusetts in late Hay can.e ·:o r :ro!!l. E t ccinson . He 

sta t ed that there were many . eop_ e read to e: . ress ei r u ort 

fo r the Crown , a nd t hat ·•;!le n troo_ s a rri ed t e· do s o . 

Offici a l wo r d froc k f 0 ~ 11· e ter.a t -overn r e·u Yo r cane r ... v olden 

• J Col d en related t!lat t~e _n ear_y un e . 

excit e t~e ~eo~l e ove r 

little success . Col den ::- e_at e c bis :e:i ef 

i!:l ortati n ~culd ~e~er agr e e t o non-

the i r op~os itio n to inte~na_ 

of.::..c::.d 

r· e to 

.:. :,i t i .tl 

ut 
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ad o:;::-t ed by Parliame nt woul c. never succoed . , 
- , e.n a. WCJ Ulu ul t inately 

caus e t he d.o '-'nlf a.11. o i Britain .. 
From Phi ladelphia, on. .May 30 ,. Ca!Ile 

Reed advised Dar tmout h t ha t tt e Coloni es 
word f rom Jose ph Reed~ 

.. ,,ould never allo,:; Bos t on t o s tru:;:
0
c:-_1 e 1 · t 

~ a one agains Par l i amentary 

supr er:!l.a cy • Reed a c.vis ed the Secre t ary of t he actions o"" t he 

maj or:.. t y o f C--l l cnies i rr ·,oicing thei r i ntende d su:;por ~ to 3oston 

unt il the Acts were :::- epea2. ed. On J une 10 , =teed wrote agaJ.:i .:.n fo r:n

ing Dartmouth tha t a plan ha d been pr opos ed : o ho _d a 
0

ener al 

Congr~ss of all t he Colo nies to e~act resolves .:. rr opp si t i on t 

Parli ame!l tary cl ai m of taxat i on. Many ,.. e:::- e favorin a drawing 

up of a Bill of Righ ts. Reed al s o rela ted .., ans t o un ert a.~e '!1ays 

84 to relieve th e pr obl eres o f Bos t on . 

Ocvi ously , Dartmout n chos e t o _ this conf'denc e i n the 

report s submitted 'Jy hi s o ffi cial corre s_ o::ide!: s • Ei s 1-etter s 

to Gage J un e 3, s endi~g t he r:nal t hree as sactus et:s Acts , t a ted 

l d _u: et t: e Spiri to : op_osition the Secretar y 's be l i ef t nat Gage co 

oy ••• "pr ude~ce on t ne • y fi r~~ess a d r esol ne hand , a!lc. 

on t he ot her •• • 

of fi ci al cc~r es~ondent 

'c Da r t~o t~ ' Ga ge ec~e 

t .~.e _ast s~x oo~t ~s ·uring 

t· heav i_y on •age t English Hinistr y was coun J.. Ilg 

i o_o rta~t 

er.ac t a c.al!ge 

Tne King arr~ t ~s ~ ini t er i n Ne\'/ :t;ngl a :::id C) l onies . 
fe _ t t a t 

::ove~ent . 

r O ,..; e :1 ts o f ..., a - -

on 
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Ee pr oba:oly felt confident . t· 
• win that conj ecture as 

he l anded. on. 
MaY 17, and ·1-ras treated with 

a militarv rec t. 
u ep i on and banquet. 

The calmness of Boston. could have 
also have caused hii ~ m. l.O :possess 

some perplexing thoughts .. ~ 
uurely he wondered ' ·,rnere the "rabble 

mob" was -that ·Nas t hreatening la," 
anQ 0rder. Also per plexing mus t 

have been the presence of s 1 amue Ada.ms , J ohn Hancock , 3enjamin 

Churc~, and all the other leaders of t ' e f a c t i· c~ a~ ~l,h e 
¥ - _ banQ.uet 

hel d in hi3 86 h::inor .. 

VIII. Gag e and Enforcement of - he_ t s 

Gage wr ote Dartmouth fir s t on May 19 that the Ac for c_osing 

t he Port was a lready known . mhe General stated t at :aoston had 

sent wo r d to ea ch Colony asking t he:i t o s t all i rt and e art 

until t he Ac t was r epealed . Gage told a rtm uh o t i is~·c l y 

that h e had information that Boston ' s r e _ues ha rece ·ved lit le 

enc ouragemer-t . On May 31, Gage wr o e art out h f r o t on, 

1 ' · 1 he has met ·."i th no res s a· ce t o _ !=Os .'..ng ~e at i ng tha t wni e • 
e 

· f I" ~ i: e e:<e c t i Act , ne i the r had he met wit : a ny s~_ port 
f it . 

Gage was certain that wh en troops arrive , 

87 

a ny ·, o co e for h 

to side wit h hi s goverrunent • 
Cj June 26 su~arize 

Gage's letter to Dartmouth 
t. e eneral ' s 

t r. ,,Mber or o en t o bri ng 
~ rr · c~on ,..... 

fai lure t o gain t he su~po rt or a su ~- - -

. si..b':li s iO- • 
the Col cny s uccessfully uncer · 

f ~e~bers ' ~ ~il_i~cness 

!lecess ity 

7 Cour t beca use 
of ~i ssolvi~g t ~e Gene r a- -
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t o consider t h e CTatter ?ayment for t h e tea. 
Gage explained that. 

s cme gentle:nen had come forward to offer t neir assistance but. 

their number was small. Gage was p r obably referring to the ·one 

t1und.red and tnirty me!l who volunteer ed t o contri oute a share in. 

paYJ!lent f e r tea . Thi.3 Sa!!l.e gro up nade a tr.,- at recoll!I!lendi:ig 

dissolutio ~ of t~e Com- ~ttees of Corres?o~dence . 1~eir· notions 

at se'ieral town mee tings v1ere o_uickly c:efea:ed. 
-age e de tae 

l etter of the 2 6th by sta ti:'.:l.g t::a t regar::_ es s :- ;-;· at had '-a1-en 

, ce the non- importation. de c ree woul · ~ever be ac epted in • e .7 p_a ' - -

'io rk or ?l1.ilade l p~ia . Gage e v en suggested · t ·:o J.. • no ... :)e 

f e!:lbraced in Hassac~.us e tts . He d~ d re ate ,. . a s c:::ie so _ t 

6eneral c ongr ess had bee n proposed , and mi ~ht s c eed in 

held . BB 
eing 

Mu ch t r a nspired in 3cs t o n in t h e 

any chance that Gage had of s ccess • 

.. . ... on ., f J n e t o 1 . y 

b.e om.cl t tee of orrespcrn- -

. C _ er.ar:.'- , 11 •;hi. b. ·.,as a ... , 11 1 mn l eagu e a:1 . dence produ c ed 1.,r.e so _ e 

· · ~r · t ; s · ple::ge against receivi ns D - - • 

na ve a c o ~ t ine ntal c o n£r ess meet 

oo's . 

in f a l . 

- . also ,:ent 

•enera l C 

e ~e a ca2. r a co .. :..::er:.- a 

69 
. i!l Se te::ibe r . · · p ri i· l ,., del _ia c:::; ngr ess t o meet- in - o. -

u - ag.=. oen t Gage tri ed t o e~c - ~ 

3ri t :i.s :1 Act s oil t only a 
. . _-:;e ::- s ·..ia. e . • fe •:; c ou- Cl ::i e 

:::.e .?ro '1 i::1ci al 1 egisl a ture 

r.::.. s o:il y 

J u2..y 5, Gag e ·::r On 

0.: 
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the failure of several gentlemen to 
gai~ sup~ort at a to Nn meeting 

to pay f or t h e tea and dissolve H-,.e ~.. Corn.mi ttee 
. Dartmouth was als o 1.· nf 

of Corres pondenc e • 
• arme d of ~h 11 ,.. 

l, e '-' ovenant " ·;1ilch 7-ras being cir-
Gage s a w som · culat e d. 

e nope in th e fac t that there ~as now some 

open o:pposi tion. to the faction. which mioc-~t 
pos~ihly r ove success~ul . 

Given t h e amount of r esist a nce tho gr t . . . , . 
,- ... _ ea ::iaJcrity re Je c~1.::ig t h e 

payment fer the tea , anc the poor res~ c::is e Ga e 
:r-e ceive 

Royalists in Massachusetts , t::e Ge::ie ral, s o:;itilil.i.sm sho··.-n in ...:..s 
early letters to Dartmouth seems t or.ave cee ·.- .:.th ndati.::i :::i . 

Revie~ of the co r respondenc e sent :o Dar t~o 1 t~ ~rco other 

coJ.onial figures during the s~er an fal _ h ws . : e 

wi dening of the op9 osi ~ion , t · e response of er Co ::lies tote 

11 I ntol era ble Ac ts , " and re s olve of t e ajo .:. ty o the ol oni es 

not to submit regardless of t : e consequences . F_ o -:._e C ny of 

fa ryl a nd came ·Nor d of a meeting of delegates froc. se era_ o n i es 

at ';.hi c h ten resoluti ons vere dr awn u_ , a::ion -:,rJ-..i •as am ion 

90 
f or non- impor t a tion and a call f o r enera c gr ess . 

J oseph Reed : rote to Dartmo th :l J 1 

concerning a Provincial :nee tine; en 

-.-1!1.ich pas sed sev e r a l r esolves s ~~ rti:1 -: : e 

a chuse t ts . l · t::e ,., ere · ·: e The reso l ve s ca _ e 

and 

. - . - ~ ..... t f or a ge ::i.eral c ongre s s in ~ ... ce - ~--

to seek r e:i e f . 

resc 2.ve 

nst · 

5 

ti onal , 
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ccngress dee~ed it nec 8 ssary . 

cert o..inlY p r ovi d ed. Dartmouth ·.vit:i a picture of :10w great the re-

.,_ ce h ~d grO"'Il R d l 

Reed ' s lett er c.at ed September 25 

s i .s l,.:i.n - - c:. •· • e e re_a ted hov, the continent 2,l congress 

had met on the fir s t of September , and ~a s ex~ected to ~r epos e 

a general non-io porta ti on agreement . 91 

Frc rn Vi.rgin.:.a , in ea rly June , came ·:;or d ""::-on Gover:!'.l.or Dunmore 

th~t 303ton h a d called u ~c n Virginia t o support non- i mp rt
3

t i on 

~nd a ~so a g eneral nee tino o f all t he Col oni es . Dunnore tat ed 

tl:at those consi de r Ct. ti ons ·:✓ er e t o be unde:- t aken .:..n early . u.:;-.ist 

~he n tie e~t ire Hcu s e of 3urgess es ret _ned r ~r sess.:.. on . 92 Go ·

ernor ;;ic nt·,•;o rth of Ne ·:r rla!!!~s hire ·:;r ote n J ne 8 , i!l:o ru.ng D rt -

□outh of ,.,ne ~ _ .,_, r..e ne_r :1 _ _ ·ss er::1bly ' s .... _ ... assa t.c- e of a· .:..11 

intentio n ~o hel ] Bo s t on . ~ent ~o rth re a ted ne~s - a ca 1 ""or 

a cJntincnt a l con6ress , ,., r-d h.:. s disso_ i::i 

Governor Fr aIL~lin of "ew J e; rs ey ·;;rcte 

of the Co :-t . 93 

· C lot:./ :. : meeti ng of ce~uti es fro□ e en 

f tr · c ,.. ~"s -=ec. taken ir. c o;::seq_uenc e o __ e 1. CJ : · -

Fe m i i. sturoec:. OV2~ t· e 

art:::ic n Ju e 

to be 

n u_y 5, 
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r c_~r es e n t ~e~ York at t· -c o De g'.=neral c 'J:J. f: re !" :::: . o - -- n July 13, Went -
worth info rCTe d Dar tmouth tha t delega+e~ 

~ - had bee n a p; oi:1t ed to ~eet 

.1,1~th th e o t h er de ~ut ies in Pennsylva~.i·a 94 
•· in Se-pt ember . 

On July 31, Lieutenant-Governor Eull "•ro'-e f ro,.., Ch 1 t - .. '- - ,..,. ar es on, 

~e rha ~s giving Dartmouth the mos t fr a nk but bleru pictur e of just 

\·,ha t ·sas transpiring in America . Bull r e l at ed h e ~ he ha d hopee 

t ha t t :1e P a ~li 2..ne nta~y ~e a s ures noul d c.ve ercc. e : he :Co s t on di s -

turba.nc e. He exp l a ined h o·:; the Act s ha · br (: cit .:i. ni ·e r-s a l s ~.:..ri t 

o_b t~e ol oni es . 

Bull t ook pa ~ticular :pai ~s t o _,oi!l.t ou ~ t he 11 t:.ni e r sa-" S?L it 

aga inst t a.:~ati on by t n e Pa rliaI!lent . 3u ~l "2.. n : 0:- ed t: e Se c.:-etary 

tha t SJut h Caroli na had ch osen i t s d e l e 0 ~t es ... o t ' e gane r - 1 Co r ess 

t o be ie l d in S ep te~ber . 

'JOS i t i o r.. -.·iv.. ~ G O grea t i n a _l t he Cc l cni es t ·at e riad no ~ou t t a t 

t tc no~- i ~ r,o r t or e xpo rt 

no 7-

. 9; 
e crees -.·;cu · c ;;i._r r y easi- • 

h ~1- t~e ~~:ie o: the letter !10 :e t ;.e c . c'.1.,ge ,J • • - -

77!.r -

. • nv :_ct:.t e . a:- t m::n.:.:.: c : :::. . .; 

..... ,- ,":) -- --- --

es t · ,., t 

: ::e 
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C,l.
-ea-;;ed ho:;;e f ul ex?ecta ti.ons ·:;i th the Se c ,...e+- ...,..,." - .... e,;.. _ J . ~i e ·:;r cte Gage 

o:1 J ul:! 6 , e:~? ress i ng his sat isfa c ti on tha t eve;:1ts in Bos t en ·; c;re 

b d a s e x·cected. not as a - V 
DartCTouth also expressed his ho? e : hat 

no other Colonies unde r t ook any a c tions to he l p :aoston. ~e noted 

97 
that only one , Virginia , had expr es s ed interes t in 0 ..:.vi nr; s: .. v;::o:::- t , 

Gag e ' s o~ timisrn b eean tc f ade in late J ~_y . ~ritin5 D~r tnouth 

J ulY 20 , Ga ge infor we d the Se c ret ~ry t :at the ho~e c. for c:fect 
or. 

t · t ' d o+- b n ,.. -i n e,.i _1 o ere,, ;- 'ooo··J· o&'.1. -_ .. eo ... _,le hac. of t :lE p::; r .'-\. C na n v e e 6 a .... 1.... . ., _ 

f or ward t o endorse t i e gover r..en.:, •~ a c ~ior. . On 

He - e -

l a ted tt~t t he se c ret a ry had. be en le 

o f ·;-; eo·::le onposed. t i1 2 3ri tish gov er e t .. G;:i._, e 
- - - 98 rnct i o:.1 

t n ed t· -t the 

. f:1ct '"e-r'J' 1 r e and -::i_. o··:er:ul. 
·;,' a. S lil - ._ -

27 , G~•e i. f ormed Dar too 
Cn Au gust - -o 

h 

.;-;.,1 r o t r-:hout the Provi. .. ce . 
to the 6 ov ern:::ne nt "1

' --

CJn~ e c ti c ut ~cul d ~ro babl 
ave t 

. G l on y .,,"'ul , J. oin no o t !1e~ 0 ,.I.., -

r e t c r e 

t .. e 

. .,_,, ~ ., c.:i:.ise 
::..11 :':':c C.::l'.)~..ie :: J.:1 ~--e- -

- ........... ....... . ~ 
V - ._. •_,1 •J 

- -- .~ .- -..- , ... 
., - ... ; - · • ..J 

, ___ .,_ e c:. _i::,e d. 
l 2. --c, e ~ t.. · · ~ .., V -

re. er 

f ~he cner 1 o_ro i tion 

: e a. o st .. ed 

J. tr. 

. a t 

h :-ed 
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could te made to f unc t i on i n that c ounty.loo 

Ga c e did de cide on making a 
move ~ith hi s troo_~s - H ~ 

v _ emus., 
have felt he nee d ed to take s ome action to s10·1•,· 

th e opposition 

s o that he c oul d a ct. On Sept ember 1, he sent about 250 nen to 

Ch 2..:-lestonn to r emove sev e r al hundred bar :~els f 
- - o 8,:-nyo ;;der from 

t he provinci a l 1o~de~ hous e . 

ease . Eut the 3riti=h troop movement int o t he country ~as ob

served by the c ount:.:-y .::; i de . ~U!".l or s ~· r ea6 -. ::.:i. t · .:-.. ·· tha t t:: e J ritis h 

t r oops -_·1ere m2rc hi n g a gainst Ca:nbrid e;- e and c: ar _cs to·::n . In one 

day tiou8 a. nds o f men asse~'olec around t .e to·,•m c"" E to . , ·:.- .:. t h 

,..,.,nv t hous a. nd s riore :!laki :1g t he..:..r way to •:.ard t e ?or t . · [; e . e_ .au .., 

~i s troo~)s in2ide t h e ci t y a nc. co .:rontati on ···as av e.:.· ed . Gai;e 

on Se ~tG~ ber 3, as a re s ult of h ..:..3 lose co ~r o .t3 .:.on, esa L 

f c::-ti:y i3o .s tcn Neck . He or ci. r ed a l r.i c :: t .at cc -..:.1 · :-ei n or c e :.i:n 

to 88 sent fr om Ne ,:: Yor ~- a nd ~ueb ec . Gac e ' s att em_ t t ene 

t S e .,..,vte::nbe r 6 e:: ec. i.. failu:·e . t !18 Fr ovinc e ' s c our 3 on _ J ges 

we re . re s i· orn , an~ t :s e wh: f o ::- c ec. -.: o · • ... 0 ft_.-i e ·,·:er e : ri s:: t e r:ed di ... a.:{e 

tl: e ~ ::- '.) v:!..nc e ' s -.r C::ne r a l A s 3 e:·:· ·:i~:· . _,_ C. : :. ::. r. 

. ' e r.: :iee-: ::. n,., on .su ,,. _e _ 

::. r-ri• e 

,.. - r. 
. --
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be susp ended f a r a tine . 

He suggested t h t 

Gage exhorted t h~~l, ~ 
- tng l 2 nd prepa re f or 

' a for t he Ki ng ' s peace to be defended 

and t he P rovinc es subdue d , a l a r ge for ce , bolstered vQth forei gn 

+roon_. s , would be needed . To Dar~ +h 
v ~mou_ on September 20 , Gage re-

l ~t ed his beli ef t ha t a l l of Ne••,•= 1 d 
~- ~ ~ng a n needed to be conquered 

in ord er t o ~e 3 tore orcier . Gag e r elated t he utt er f ailure o f the 

.A r+ s , ~~d s t a ted nis su~u_ri se +o th d 
_v - - e ru~or e ~ar= rec eption }ass-

actusetts h a d Go tten fr om the otne r Go_o~ es . 102 ~nclosed in 

G:1ge ' s letter '::as a r.1em. o ·,-_,hich c ~ntained tne s ff o_~ re~ oluti ns • 

.rt ese resolves , pass ed en September 6 , c o ::-ide□ r. ed t e ar i anent 

Act s , ~le dged all egi ance to t e a c ts of t c continenta l co ngress , 

a nd ca ll ee. fo r a refra in f r o!!J vi o_er.c e . "'·.es e r eso utions ·,•;ere 

- · f t ~ t' • de - ~1· es r1ee-::. . to b2c::ime the casis o:::- a;; :::-e e:1e. . c... - e _ - at : 11-

· ~ d a r t:io ~:! tha t t· er e ·:as no ·na On Sep t e~~e r 25 , Ga5e 1ni or ~e 

,- 1 r e a ted to Dartz:iou : t o e :rn cute t :C. e 11 1 ate Acts . " ,: e a s 0 

. o~ the cont ine t a l co n r es ':l.Cce ::-i t. ance _ 
o: t ,c suf:o . re ~ luti o s 

~ • C loni ,... 5 to a i ~ 3o~: • • ,1 !:.d .J. C '.) ~ SC :1.SUS 0 .1. tc.c O '-' 
-::i :;e ' s et~er to 

:: Oc t ocer 3J , 
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l etters t ha t :ie intended f or the Ministry to tiake the f inal de-cisi on on ste ::_; s to be t ak en . Ee admi tted to Dartmouth that he had be en ov erly ca utious , but ~ith good reason , t t · 
- no wan ing to pre-

cipitat e a conflict until ordered to do so . 

Dartriou th had received a de luge of ·::arni.ngs f · 
r ot1 Aneri ca . 

~i s unofficial c olonial correspondents had never f a lter ed ~n their 

·::ri t-:en w2,rni ngs of grea t o~.:;:ics i tion . Dartr:iouth coul d ha ve a cc e:pt-

ed their '.'>'.::trni ngs with reserva tions . ;-io ·:;ever, ~e ·::as no·:: ct t · ng 

infor:na ticn f ro r.i his offi cial ·,•rri t er s :.at re 'ce lion ·::as <>l:ios t 

univ ersal . The ul ti!':la t e oe..d news h d CO!ll e L O!:l i:.is c mnande r in 

c:tief . Dart~ou th r.i. u .::; t have kno·.•;n th ~t t e "ru e r aoble , 11 t . e 11 • ot , " 

was no~ ile mavor ~ t • · J..· ~y of the_ ueou_le in ·~erica ·eca s e the ecretary ' s 

co~~a nder ha d s tated as much . 

The r eacti on oft e a ine~ - -· h c b · .. +- o ,.,, · . .,, t ·,vas t r a :i i nG in A=lerica 

was t o disreg ~:d t o t a lly t he advic e en 

C.abine t c oc demned GaGe f or ::i I n f.:?.c t, the 

Jilli an Knox ~rot e Dart□ ou t h on 

:rcn t he Ge nera_ a nd re~erri~[ t 

tc 

in ·. :r.:.. h 

du e 
. .. . ... ..: ~ .. . 

to G~ge ' s =-~~c ~- •- -

~=-:J . _04 

n ·:;e <> '-r.ess . 

f the 

: r.i s :1. : i cn as 

C ~r:. ::, _ _. -, _,: o . ..:. s h-

,. ..,; __ : r.e 

•:1e r e 

to 



t o quell th e di s turbance . 
Dartmouth had ~r1.·+ +en t o G 

~- ·a ge on October 
17 , a cknowl edging t he critical s ituati on Gage fa ced 

and a t t he sane 
t ime calling for the Genera l to t r y to di' s::irm t 

- he people of Mass-
achuset ts, Connecticut, and Rhode Island.105 

Dart~outh 1 s ide a to 

carry thi s out ~i th t he present t r oop f orc e the General possessed 

mus t have s e emed ~hi msi ca l to Gage. 

Ey l a t e Dec em~ er, 1774, tie Cabinet had deci ded to ~r ~nt Gage 

some re i!lfc rcecent s , a lt hough his _a r ge request could i!l no way he 

!!le t . During t i:1i s s 2..:ne peri od , pl a!ls ·,•;er e oei.!18 !'.!-de ·o; t: e Cabinet 

t o i ntr8 clu c e le gislati on to Parlia!!lent declari::. ·las ~chu~et ts to 

be in a state o f rebelli on . Next ca!!le a b.:.11 r estric ... .:.n5 t:r. 

trade of :r ew Engl and and England . Fina_ly , o. r _i X!len t ~as;:;e 

act ba~~i ng New Engl a !ld 1 s ships fro~ e!ltcri ng t · e 

106 

e·:: c ' n 1 d 

fi :: hi nG ·.vate rs. 

IX. 

ac: ti o ns t ~~en 

u::;: c r.. . 

On 

C . ""et a . d ?~ rl:. r::e::-: a -·· 

. ,..,e c!': a~ac:er~:.c .., __ 

ce f:- o:: i :s 

l :::. '=. e 
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r es olves subr:rit t ed by the F· 
irs t Cont ine~tal Co 

• ~ ngress , regardin
0
~ 

the work as ill egal, un j us tified 
_ , and ~i thout meri t 107 . 

Gage had been sent t o Amer i ca by 
Dartmouth with ex:pli Git 

instructi ons . Although much had changed 
.si nc e Gag e sailed from 

Engl and in April , 1774, those or ders had 
not been su bs t antially 

alt ered. In a cc ordance "1i th t n; 1 . 
· - S ? O i cy , Gage had not vent ured 

in to prec ipitating any a cti on that r.•a.~, not cons i s t ent ,:i th his 

ins true ti ons . The 1-~ ini s try woul d have to s end definitive in truc 

t i ons before he a c t ed . 

Dar tmouth a nd t he Cabinet finally ettled on t he measures 

to be tak en in Ameri ca . On J anuary 25 775 t th t ld , - , a r mou o 

:~ i.;. t c}i.inson t _a t "measures wer e no·.11 eter ined i·:ith r espec t to 

America •• • • II Dartmouth , with t e Cabinet ' s appr oval , ·r a ft ed 

the lh ni s try ' s pl a n of Janua r y 27 , 1775. I . h. s l etter t o Gage , 

Dartmcuth a ck nowl ec.ged hi s own knowledge t · at the Ge neral ,,as faced 

·,,;i t h op en r ebelli on . Dar tmouth , howev er , t.J.te his bel · ef t a t 

al though t h e s :piri t of tne peopl e '!as alar:ni g , • • • "yet • • • 

t he outra ~es whic h ~ad be en cc~mitted ~ere • ~e r e:; i:he ac ts 

of a :u:nul tuous I" a bole ._.,.it o 

cert or with any ieaci . • . . 11 108 

• e::.!icC" to 
d d t cb n" ; ... age .: ~r 

Da rtmou t h ; roc ee e o a ~ · 

7-00 ' ~ - ·le! ens iv e , t oo i . active . 

11 :n ee t f orce -_·;i t l: f ,::; rc e . :, 

.::r ec f .:i8 r. , 

m~e Sec:- e t ar:t 

- .. .... ..... - . . 
\., .,;,;:; •• v 

a _:.. e t ::e 

.:ire ' s re~ ue s t 
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requested ~as not 

t ak en pla ce . 

war rant ed ·oy t he ,.__ 
eve n ~s t hat had subs equentl y 

The Se cretary stated 
t hat a".. • • 11 sma er force now, 

1.' f nut to the test , would be able t 
. o encounter t hel!l ··Ii th gr eater 

or oDa bility of suc c ess • • . . 
Dart~outh ne ~t gave Ga

0
~e s ~eci·f_i c · t 

_ l !ls ructi o~s . Th'e principals 

o ! the Provincia l Co ngress were to be arres t ed and impris oned . 

•Jl:i s a ction could J; ro ba bl y be ca r ri ed ou t , he fe~ t , •.::... t ::ou ... b_ood

shed. Eo ~ev e r , if it coul d not , i t ~ou_ · be bett er t o ::-eci?i t~ te 

nos t i li t ::.. 2 s a t t he yre s ent t :.an ·::ai t unti .... e r ebe_lion .a g r o ·:;n L, . 

l::!. O Th e gener al to ne o f Dart:ncuth ' s l e t e::- 'Has cal l eve n T.'10 :::' 8 . a 

for acti on . Gag e mus t sho~ 1ng l a nd ' s res olv e ~o s t a nd fi ::-c , 

r egardless o f t he conseque nc es . Dar tcouth ' s ec c t cii s:;:.:i. t .. o 

Gage wa s f or war de d aboar d t he~ •• s. Fa _con , a d~ i ate co; 

.:.lso J... 'l 111 s ent a boa r d t he n . 1. S. Nau1.. us • 

of t he di.:; :;;a t ch on April 14 , 1775, "'he ori 

G~6e consi de red t : e se cr e t d::.. 

ni s o::·de ::-s . or de ::- ed 

o : -,.. i1a t Ga.-;e :-: . jt.:.::;: 

s t ore o f 

of ~~tri c t l ea~ er ~ , 
. ,_ 
2. l, 

·:: ::; :.1- c. be 

r ec e:... · ed tr:c 

::1 .:1 ..:.r a ft r :... i n f 

. - .... ; 
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r ,~ t h e be ginning of a \·;ar between Engl and and A.I!lericn to 
t o r:ia • 

,._ mine which country's ideals ';.rould p revail. The fatal blow 
de _,er 

,, d been struck. 
h"" 
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