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Cward America was never clearly stated,.

=1 » = 7 £ +4h i +3 =) x N s
supremacy o= tiae British Parliament, hs felt =

expeclsnt reasonse, This flexible and ambivalant p0licy encouraged

American lezders to believe that Dartmouth wculd zlways seek com-

ambiguous, nondefinitive statement of volic
American statesumen.
Dartmouth underestimated the vpopular Colonial support given

tc what he considered the radicel idea of unrestricted liberties

S~ - T AmAars An Nartniy+
ST S iR = Ak eh forces 1in ner1lC2s 2t utn
rzsistance to the existing British forces Al Dartacut
R 5 -2
. .. B mmander of Britizh forces in
failed to head the z2dvice of his Commander O or
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force of troops to match the sirengua oi ¢
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This failure derrived the Britisa. :rom 2 g
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Secisive #atzl Blow at ths ouiset or ovig ccon-llcCl.
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When Dartmouth f£i g Ltis]
artnouth finally gave the Sritish commander orders

e overt i s ot} i i ci
to tak action, troor strength was insufficient to provide

" blowe B e o A Bt
a fatal blowe 3ecause of military unpreparedness, the Eritish

e d o — L.
were not ready to implement their new line of strategy. Dartmouth

vpelieved that the faction clamoring for radical acticn in Amer-

o
ot
O

ica was restricted to a small minority, an unorganized mob,

+hat could be krcu

in America. Dartmouth refused to telieve '"the tetter sort of

could be apveased by Parliamentary and governmental concessions,

=3 AmNmAaS S th2 MAAAISHATY 114
yilliam Legge, bvorn in 1731, zossessed the necessary qual-
a8 - g X
A a + s B s =n—~a Ry +"ha are
ities of a successful Eightesntn-century Englishman, 3By the age

of twenty-five, william had inherited

, .
3o+ - P R T-Te -0 :‘"ucatl"
Iz t v fmam his ecrandfzther, acquireca an ed 2
of Zarl of Dartimouth from Lis grant«-=t , aca
~ 1 i ~ha ltav + s o
for three yearsS. -a€ 88 to nis
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cond time, i 1 i e . : :
» 1ntroducing young William into the family

of Lord North and Grey. Young William developed an intimate

weolati NS~ =+ n %
relationsnly with the entire North family. He was esrecially

¢t

&~ & . Nl =+ B - P b i3 \ ) 3
close to zis stepfather, Lord North, and his stepbrother, Fred-

-~ v < - ~ ~Aar b E
X zrew up in the same hcuse, attended

Rl + T E ] .
collzage together, and tocured Europe together. Thus, Dartmouth,

»

through a family connection, established a l1ife-long relationship

with Frederick Nerth, who was later tc tecome first Lord of the

Dartmouth's family connections introduced nim to several
prominent politicianms. ‘hen he tock his sezt in the House of
Lords in 1754, one of his closest friends was the Duke of

Newcastle, a Whig party leader. Newcastle played zn important

role in influencing Dartmoutn during the early vpart of nis
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Dartncuth becaze a par ¢ Loy ‘ s At
2 @ part of Lord Rockingham's ¥hig Minmistry

in July, 1765, onl » —_— o . !

1 Ve 2 ¥y after nuch urging from his old friend, .the.
£ Naw =

Duke of Newcastle, Dartmouth accepted the position as President

‘e SO rd m*‘.d r 1 + < o1 . B i ; ~ %
of ta ard of Trade reluctaztly. He was a very private indi-

responded with a request for fime to consider the invitation.

It is evident from this letter that Dartmouth had little political
amvition., Fe told Rockingham that if the rosition reeded to be
filled immediately, he ought tc consider him as having refused in
that particular letter of reply. After much insistance from
Newcastle, Dartmouth accepted the position omn July 19, 1765.4
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Th rience he did gain during nis one-year
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g0 ental exp

tenure on the 3Soard of Trade greatly influencsd Dartmouta's

()

subsecuent actions as Secretary of Stzte for America. Dartmouth's

A vy~ - 3 -
Anerican Coloxniese.

" - thnis +40a2]1 period between 1772 and earl
ions he made durinz this critical perlod ctetwect 1772 and y
T~ NS+ e £ Twmada
ief 7ie f iz year a3 He of th: Doard of Trade
1775, a orief review of iis year Hon t 7
3 is r of service can provice scme
i S ‘ralysis of trls 3 f servi an s
is necessary. Analysis or tnis Year o

-~ - -~ -~ Ay = ] 3
Spat o st~ +hma attitudes and feelings Dartmcuta 1zltiall
lnsigat into tae actlildes &=
~Anl Twam this z2nalysi
mardcan nNelTles 2200 LIS ALdLSo+0)y
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+1 tlese ideas and attitudes changed during

pis vear in office as First 7 ; .
Lord of Trade. Finally, this amalysis

will provide a good perspective of what views and attitudes Dapte

-~ —~ ) -~
mouth vossesszad immed

alately prior to his undertaking of his office

as Secretary of State. These ideas sreatly

<
} e

nfluenced the strategy

P . ¢
1 <nle American
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rebellione.

Review of the ccrresvondence th
deék during the year of his initial service shows the crucial
issue was the condition of exdisting 3ritish trade with the
colonies. Letter after letter complained that the 3ritish mer-
chants were in a state of near ruin, and only a comrlete reversal
5

of policy could save British commerce. Cther letters emphasized

the darkening relations between the American peorle and the British

1

government because of the legislation enacted by the British Par-

liament, particularly the taxes enacted through the Staxp Act.

v AlAcely avaminin~s var
y e S O LR

CAhQiatcia iy

him, it becomes clear that mzny important




Zarl of Chesterfield expressi - .
pressing his desire for Dartmouth to use the

former's proxy in supporting Stamp Act reveal
It is evident that those who called uponr Dartmouth for help
in repealing the Grenville legislation were generally motivated

! conomic fact P i ]
oy e Ctorse Whether the communicant was a merchant, a

British agent, or member of Parliament, all temcaned the misery
and ruin being caused by the 3ritish tax measures. The resolutions
passed by the various Colonial assemblies and the correspondence
between American activist generally made nc direct mention of
economic consegquences being wrought by the tax legislaticnm. The
argument expressed most often was that the British Parliament had
no right to tax the American people, and that these taxes were
therefore a violation and umsurpation of the rights granted to
Colonists under their original c'arters.7

Although Dartmouth was wholeheartedly in favor of repeal,
his reasons appear tc be oniy motivated by expediency. A letter
to Dartmouth from Andrew Symmer, a West Indles trade exrert, on
Sectember 21, 1765, leaves little dout

British Parliament possesse

Symmer in his letter refers

ot
£
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mply came at a very 1nOPEor

In order to secure enough votes fo

—11ine tC S ~rort illiam
Stamp t th w mare thap willing wo SRPIUL 2
Stamp Act, Dartmouth was mOTe
= 4 2w +1e ap~rority over
{ s ~n stated rar anent's auctnorlitiy COves
F T v A «hica staleld Fd. ==
Pitt's Declaratory act, whic
- -
all cases whatscever.' Dartmcutn’s
L=



determination to approach the Amer

Aericans in a conciliatory manner

was by no means an indicas+ts . . )
+¢ation that he had abandoned his belief in

parliamentary supremacy.

t th o] . . )
Dartmouth had not been hesitant in condemning those who had

» viel - T o - . . .
peacted Wiclenkly to She Stamp seb. I October, 1765, he had gcne

cn record admonmishing tkose who had behaved in a riotous manmer.

It is evident from Dartmouth's correspondence that this viclant

reaction was viewed tc Ye mainly a minoriiy phencmermon. The
revorts he read from Governcr Sir Henry Moore of New York containe
ed the word "mob," hinting that only a small minority of the
veople were involved in the extreme outburst of resentment, Even
in Massachusetts where the greatest violence had occurred, the

actions of violence was characterized as the work of an unorganized

9
mob.
Dartmouth had been assured by General Thomas Gage, taen
commarder of British forces in North America, that =ost recrle
halr heen r Farad 10 Dart-
would accept the Stamp Tax after calm had been restcrec. I

. ; T ——
mouth rad no reason to believe that the majority oI the anerlcan

o

Lo

ecple could not be placated ®¥ <9

4 e o coO a
statements acknowledging some of the congr



3ritish empire." Dartmcu 5 i
th felt that the veople of the colonies

and those living in Great Britain shared in similiar interests and

therefore should have asingle head=='"th b

e King-in-Parliament."

After reviewing Dar ' :
€ Dartmouth's year in government, it is evident

at he was a man who beli .
e N /10 ©Celleved conciliatory overtures were needed

< ing th i YWael 3
to bring the colonies dack under the comzlete dominance of Britaine.

fe was greatly influenced by the mercantile factions of nis country,
groups that suffered most by the disturbances in America. Although
he proved to favor pacification in obtaining his goal, he was
strongly against allowing violence to go uncontested.

Dartmouth resigned from his position at the end of July, 1766,
after failing to receive a promotion in Rockingham's government,.
Dartmouth commented that he had found his "employment most agree-
able.,"” In a letter to Denys De Berdt, London agent for the
Massachusetts Gezneral Court, Dartmouth reflected his view of the
American Colonies by stating that he felt that most Americans
vossessed sound principles. He was happy to have teen able to

assist in vromoting the ideas of these reorle as long as they
N +} S eep 3 Qs = o4 12
accepted subjection to the surrene authority in Britain.

PR 3 o Z T
Dartmouth held no political office bdetween 1766 and 1772,

» . e . P hakan ami endin
occupying most of his time with caring I°or his estates te g

; ; He di + first, stay relatively close to
to family vprodlems. He did, at 21ISt, S aJ 7

& &3 kinzgham £roup Ee spent numerous
the political circle of tae Rockinghan £ De

1 \ - Zid i =R _ﬂi
nights talking pclitics wWitd ©
>+ < v Al A ~ uli
ietry 11 delrl lilque CO
tal +.pt =osition in the Minisiry =° clie LLih
tzking an important TOsitvt 1x



10
egain power. How -
reg - ever, when hisg stepbrother, Frederick North
E z %
S . .
came to power as First Minister in 1770, Dartmouth began to
(=]
reevaluate n1s political inclinations, Because of his versonal

relationsnip with Lord North, he refused to take part iz any

Rockingham measures. that attempted to undercut the North wlnlstry.lj
In January, 1771, North, faced with a political crisis, asked
Dartmouth to enter the cabinet as Secretary of State for the

Southern Department. Dartmouth refused, but for personal reasons
rather than political objections. Although this rejectionr caused
Dartmouth's stepfather to react angrily, North accecsted his step-

brother's refusal in an understanding waye.
III. Dartmouth's First Year as Secretary of State

Dartmouth finally accerted the positicm as Secretary of State
for the Colonies in 1772, as a persomal favor to his stepbrother,

Lord North. North was again faced with a political crisis when
nis closest friend, Lord Hillsborougs, cauze under fire from his

volitical opronents. Dartmouth, tempted to remain a srivate

nd many friendse

citizen, accepted after much urging from relatlves and o
1L

in
rn lle

On August lie 1772, he was formally Swor

Americans to trne new 3Sritisih Cabinet

[47]

The reacticn froum th

{em} i tmouth was considered
Member was generally gqui! Dar s

ncil
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c 4 n 1 A e
a change in policy with Dartmouth as Third Secretary, Thomas
= - {

§oolridge, a North American lang speculator, wrote to Dartmouth

in late November, I : m ’
s 1772, claiming that the colonmies were rejoicing

his appoi -
over n1s approiniment and expecteg greater civil and religious

1iBertyert”

Dartmouth may have been able :g initiate an era of pacifica-
tion which would have negated the work of th zore radical Colomial
propagandists had it not been for several incidents which complete-
ly tied his hands from initiating any dcvelike volicy. On June
10, 1772, twc months before Dartmouth took office, the British

—

revenue cutter Gasvee was attacked and burned in the waters of
Rhode Islande The event was reported from Bostom by Gevernor
Thomas Hutchinson on June 12, in a letter to the Earl of Hills-
borough. Hutchinson feared that if no action was taken, other
people might be encouraged to act in like manner.

The report of the Gasvee incident was forwarded to the
Attorney and Solicitor General in late July in order to obtain
legal orinions as to aprrorriate ccurses of action to pursue
against any offender who might be arprehended. On iugust 19, a
the Earl of Hillsbtorough,

legal orinion was delivered bdack to t

——

. 4 - + £ Fomp-
that the attack constituted an act oI treason

Q

cr

It was determined

ct

. % e T+
against the hing. 1T
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n order to disco

-

ver the per £
perpvetrators of the attacke King George

approved the establishme 5 o L
- nt of the Commission and directed that

General Gage be notified to stand ready to assist the Commission
should any violence be used to obstruct it from carrying out its

directions. 3ased on the Attorney General's decision, the King
also directed that the offenders be arrested and returned directly
to England for trial. Apparently Dartmouth did not attend the
cabinet meeting of August 20, probably because he had been sworm
in only a few days earlier. Dartmouth, at his estate in Sandwell,
was advised by his under secretary, John Pownall, that actions
being taken by the ministry could have grave consequences. On
August 29, Pownall sent Dartmouth a letter asking him to returm
to his office, stating that he feared a plot was underway to
pledge the American Secretary to coercive measures against the

American Colonies. Pownall went on to repeat that the Attorney

General considered the creation of the Inquiry Commission to be

of

HH

ar greater conseguence than the Stamp Act legislation.

e

artmouth's response to the actions taken by the cabinet

3 - -~ % - - +
+ ~ive avovrcocation Il acis

were cauticus. He certainly could not g1

of mob violence, althcugh he was completely agal

N ’ £ RPhod ] '
some mimisters who advocated the removal oI Rhode Island's

19
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the vapers concerning the .
Dal g afTas "
ffair, he must have read Governor

Joseph Wanton's letter to the Earl of Hillsborough explaining

the incident. Wanton, Governor oz Rhode Island, expressed his

desire, supported B} hi i T

¥ nis Council and House of Deputies, to dis-

» h bo i 5

cover the vartles responsible for such actions. Wantom also
stated that the majorit he i oi
5 Jority of the inhabitants of the rrovince con-
demned the action. After studying the documents, Dartmouth most
rrobably came to the conclusicn that the affair was the work of a

small mob, an action sanctioned by few of the residents of the

Colony. Dartmouth could not have missed the fact from the corre-

spondence that Liesutenant Dudingston, commander cf the Gaspee, had
made himself very obnoxious to many honest shippers because of his

zeal for searching every seagoing vessel.20 The attack on
Dudingston's vessel seemed to have been a personal attack more
than an act of violence aimed at the British crocwne.

Dartmouth decided to follow the recommendation of the
Ministry's legal authority, and he took tre steps necessary to
carry out the directions of the Commission's T

reviewing the letters

mAn+l t
officials in America, it is noteworthy that Dartmouth literally
) win= had issu ipst taki
quoted the instructions that the King 2ad issued instead of taking

. . ) & back tc England for
intention to bring any 9i-=7°°

trial, Dartmouta made certain O

i

T



. s ] 3 et 1] 3 o
yas '"His llajesty's intention to return p
_ A perscns to England for

triale Is it possil
& POsslble that Dartmouth could see the pessible

consequences 0f removal of 1
peéovle to England for prosecution?

He told several friends t .
s that no ordgr from his office would be

issued to remove v Ta £ = .
DeOople TO Zngland to stand trial. He stated

[0

1 ~
that 1e

elt it was legal for trial io take vlace in th 43
e vl in the ccuntry
where the offense was per;etrated.al
The Commissior never was able to establish a case against
anyone, therefore, no crisis took place. The establishment of
tne Commission, however, was used by the radical elements in the
colonies to influence the more moderate into renewed troteste.
Correspondence Dartmouth received during the latter part.of
1772 and early 1773 expressed the concern of men who viewed with
alarm the emergence of a new wave of revolutionary thought. The

radicals of Massachusetts used the Gasvee affair to develop the

Committee of Correspondence. This Committee condemned the
Commission looking into the Gasvee incident, Initiating the
corresvondence concerning the effect the Gaspee ingquiry m ght

> badtad Fhrat i
e stated that -

have was Thomas wWooldridgee

o7 the colonies gquestioned the consequences

that the Americanz newsparers were

(@]

ther correspondents warned

et S : 2 +imants" zalling
full of "retellious seatiments® ca= g
L AT anirit was
s . Ty wat +A counteract vielil neww S ri Was
1T wae cucrceat d that tnhe wag LY wv¥e LoL R
Wa&sS suggeste caa Le o
.= e ) TAceaA~N 4 "
r & ~ c5ol reciraint t¢ ard lNew Inglance dJOSezl jard
O T 19 6% O3 i eSS v ALe-n
- « CUOLLCy Vo L= =
R lad ay = -~
b .m1iaring a Committee OI
+ A1 ANV was esStlav-—-Si=-c =
srote Dartmouth that each colony wé
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Correspondence n
Co J¢ » and veonle were Seing greatly influenced by their

=

prcpaganda-‘

IV Petiti Gri
o titions and zrlevances from the Colornies

Dartmouih was fort: oy Y .
ioutn was fortunate that nc one was arrested in ccnjunc-

tion with the Gaspee incident. He needed a pericd of time for
both sides to cool off. It appeared that he might get this hiatus
as the end of 1772 brought no serious problems. Az event in
January 1773, however, greatly hurt Dartmcuth's chances of using
this delay to defeat the undertakings of the radical leaderse
Thomas Hutchinson, Governor of Massachusetts, undertock the
responsibility of inmstructiem the Co lony's General Court on the
suprenacy of Parliamentary legislative authority over the colonies,
Hutchinson had previously expressed his belief to Dartmouth that
the cause of much of the comnflict between the colonies and England
was a "false opinion" that the people of the colonies were no
longer subject to any authority except their own legislature.and

that the acts of the Parliament of Great Britain were ao longer

et . o oy i o+ 1v 4ieturbed over the failure o
binding, Kutchinson was greatly dlsturse ove .

3| Lo o
~amly challengeca britlsih
o ~ cndence nac 0GeLy CllAL 4L T.ap™ pe >
As t Coprmitte 01 ’"“I‘I‘"S'Cv--*e“
As The Cormittee 01 LV X
\
2 17972 Blsesinso nac nocnwn
S e 5 4 s latter ~2pt Of 1772, RULCLoSVSS aca shown
ks FAmsas e 9y pm: g = L
AUTAQTITY Quring ik Latica &
: Evimd
+ +madiw» leglders IUrtiers
. . + < arita LadCdem _-CAuv e o -
ol ; PRI +mine not to irritate
Erest restraint 1in tryi=oc °
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-

s sveech of Jan g
Hi. uary o, 1773, was a complete abandonment of his

previous restraining policy. Perhaps Hutchinsom felt that he

could force his General Court to acknowledge the overall supremacy
of the British Parliamert and thereby gain a settlement, Hutchin-

son's speech proved to .

+ +23 s :
great detall explaining his conservative interpretation of the

rights the colonists enjoyed as granted by their ~"arters.23
Hutchinson's declaration of British supremacy was not new,
even though it.was the first time it had been officially stated
in such a manner., One portion of his speech, however, went far
beyond a statement of Parliamentary supremacy. Hutchinson
declared he could see "no lirne that can be drawn between the
supreme authority of Parliament and the total independence of
the colon:les."al4r By thi§ statement, Hutchinson was implying
that the colonistshad been claiming more than local control of
their governments; and were, in fact, aiming at independence.

Dartmouth's hope fcr a long veriod of restraint on both sides

1 > 1 +th B hi 1 »
was guashede. Dartmouth conpletely agreed wita Eutchinson's remedye.

Dartmouth exclaimed that nthe seat of the disorder is rather in

the head than in the heartl" BHe selt that sometime in the future,

y 3 - i n upeazon and argument "
hen calm revlaced 'passion and prejudice,' "Treas ’

nicht be a succesSe

= < o maah S
It is evident froz reviewing Qutchinson's corresyondence
+o the Massachusetis
written _‘_r__:ea_a\,e‘v after his +o the nassat
~nts as to the wisdom of

2 thoug
Ccuncil that he entertained second
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his actionse On January 75 he wrote bot
tOteé Both Dartmouth and Pownall

ting the a .
stating Teasons for hig stepe 1In both letters he expressed

r nsionm t ns
apprehe Of the consequences fis declaration might nave
- - L - - >

tchinson ask :
Hut sized both Dartmouth and Povmall for comments of

W thej ; '
vhether 7 approved of his actions. Hutchimson ended in a :

lamenting fashionm by exvressing hie 1 }
o 7 exXpressing his nope that he would not be

accused of fomenting a new dispute,26

. b _ . .
Dartmouth's reaction to Hutchinscn's imprudent manuever was

swifte When ne received Hutchinson's letter of January 7, Dart
= - ’ — -

mouth immediately replied that he questioned the wisdom of a

versonal explanation of the colonial constitution. Dartmouth
must have received more detailed information in April because
he wrote Hutchinson on April 10 regommending that he avoid any
further discussicn concerning the Colonial charters. Dartmouth

also advised Hutchinson that it might be wise to dissolve or
27

ororogue the General Court,.

Dartmouth's anxiety was caused by thae realizaticm of ais

S &

tetal miscorcevtion of the extent tc which a majority o

General Court of Massachusetts was ccmmitted

. .3 N . sadets R SR o) < Al T4
limited Parliamentary authority. Dartmcuth had previcusly believed

pted the doctrine of
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assessment of the colonig]l attitudes
— >

Dartmouth
to twe petiticms drawn.up by the
petition, drawnm up in July, 17724 called
Parliament establishing a revenue for cayment

salary, walch removed the Golonial Assembly's

Was next faced with what action h

2
Massachusetts Assembly.

18

e needed to take

One

for regeal of an Act of

of the Governor's

control of the

. s y - )
executives In March, 1773, the Massachusetts Hcuse passed a

s ,
second petltlon calling for repeal of measures that instituted

the payment of judges' salary by the Crown. In November, 1772,
Dartmouth had persuaded Benjamin Franklin, agent from Massachusetts,
to withhold the first petition in hope that tempers might cool off
on both sidese. Frarklin agreed to withhold after Dartmouth's
assurance that the petition would be ultimately submittede.
When Franklin delivered the second petition, drawn on March
Dartmcuth realized the

6, he also resubmitted the older redress.

Massachusetts Assembly now was in favor of even greater resistance

§68

&‘-\nt-—
- .. -

(4]
g ]

than in the past Novenmter, Seelng no

Dartmcoutn accevpted toth petiticns from

2Q
bl Ly &4 ¢ 3 — " % - ..: 2=y
1773, and promised to present them to the Kinge
Dartmouth was not surprised at the King's reply. George ITT

ed to review any grievance

[N
[
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’,._J
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s
4]
2,

opis tnemald +hat he
@ = ~*a a e
A 13 = e King svacrel Lialb &
; +v ~Ff Parliament. 15e &lls S
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ras & o) 4 f=u7 f Zar a
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oy stating that he st
Y Was unwilling to believe that the doctrines set

forth in the petiti :
h¢ v10n represented the faithful majority of the

residents of Massachusetts.BO
If the King v : L
€ was unconvinced o? any strong support the people
might give the Ma ! ts Assen:
g g . ssachusetts Assembly's assertionm of undeniahle

ig! grant by ctl Cy
rights granted By charter, Dartmouth was certainly warmed by

corresoondents that those ideas were teginning to have more than

just faint support. Joseuh Ward in May, 1773, advised Dartmouth

that many Colonies had Committees of Correspondence which were
quickly winning many people to the idea of limited Zritish upremacye
Again in June, Ward warned Dartmcuth that events were taking place
in America that could quickly lead to a declaration of independence.
Another correspondent, the Reverend William Gordon, advised Dart-
mouth of the successful workings of the Committees of Correspondence
in several Cclonies. Gordon related hcw Hutchinson's sceech con-
cerning Parliament's authority had caused great ndisgust" among

31

the

US]

eorle.

In June, 1773, Dartmouth tried tc add a corciliatory ncte to

the King's harsh reply by instructing Hutchinson that the King

= cot) rovin when "permanentl
would allow payment oI judges, by tae Province X N

Tre King would also allow

competent salaries' were establisned.
e W “-rATINC 1# 9%
for the rayment to the Governor's salary oy =€ grovince -1 Lv
-V LT ~ Tal ~ v
= wAe may annum 32 nopis was indeed a
ere no less than 2000 rounas per S-=r=e

concession even tanough it dic nct revs
rssembly
- & a 1. +0 th Gererasl _-‘LS:;e:Lb..Jo
salaries of these officials bacs 1O e
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m amb-i c-u.' 4~ q
The ambiguity of Dartmouth's policy, whi wae o be wvevalant

ring the rest of hi <, .
muring als temure in office, was rlainly shown in his

rrespondence in 1 < 55 -
co T ate June to Thomas Cushing, Speaker of th

f{assachusetts House., ; . .
Mass Se. Dartmouth claimed that he wrote the letter

to expzress privately his thanks

for the Massachusetts agsembly's

ongratulatio n th A .
comgra vions on the aprointment. However, Darimoutk tock time

to express his dissatisfaction with the principles exvressed by

the Asgsenbly during the first of the year. Ee once again statec

his theory of Parliamentary Supremacy. Dartmcuth, nowever,
pelieved there was a great difference vetween theoretical declara-
tion of power and the exercise of it. Dartmouth stated that he
wisned Parliament would suspend the exercise of this power until
such time as it proved to be necessary.33
Dartmouth's conciliatory overtures were negated oy two more
new crises. The first crisis was a result of the publishing of
letters written in the late 1760's by then Governor Francis
Bernard, Lieutenant-Goverzor Uutchinson, and Secretary indrew

hat I +A 1 tha mOos
Whatelye The 1etter that prcved to De the mOS
HWaso  vo= - -

Oliver to Thomas

' ) gT t amou
damaging and provoked the greatest a

tnhe Grenville

N 3 i~ pelief that there was need
ministrv. Hutchinson referred to Bis GELLE8 &5E t
e e @ s v aa PES RS -
98 Dons .
+ ~p 1ihepty." in order 1O sectpe British
for "some further restralnt O 1iterty," i
further
w~nirad Dy Ben
i gils etters, precurec O Zen
domination over the colcnies. =a€ =% :
B e 8 G
tc-inson had declzred 12
3 7 <D =) i 1 eas L4 P B 4 1
Franzlin, ~enerzlly expresses ==
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saw a chance to discredit
inportant Colonial officials, the letters

were forwarded to M 2 -
assachusetts General Court to he read before

hat bOd:f. ankli P
u 1in had entreated Speaker Thomas Cushing, to whom

ne forwarded the lett B 1
= €rs, not tc show the material to anyone except

eople the former speéified.

pe “usn ve co tr
s Cushing, however, could not resist
using the correspondence to atitack the Governor.”-

-

T Te e e oy I A= D 5
The letters were read to the Council during the early vart of

June, 1773. Hutchinson wrote to Dartmouthr on June 256, informing

v

L

. S 2 " - .
nhim of the mcod o he Court concerning the letters., Hutchinson,

—

disclaiming any guilt of wrong doing, conceded that his usefulness

as Governor had been lessened tecause of the discontent precipitated

by the disclosures. Hutchinson warned Dartacuth that the Assembly

had voted to petition the King ccncerning the possitility of

35

removing the governor and lieutenant-governor.

Qutchinson ,was greatly distressed oy these attacks which he

uliy siace he had

took perscnally. He had been under great diffic

assumed the governorshnip. Tutchinscn closed his letter by request=-

inge Dartmouth to inguire of the King 2 leave of adsence for a period
3 - " ~ n 1l -~ s -~

of nine to twelve r:cnt’r:s.’6 Dartmcuth would be adle O use thi

i 2 ut his zl rezlace Eutch-
reguest at a later tinme to carry ocut his zlais to T

lnsone.

1+ + tmouth Both
..vs later wrote a letter %0 Dar g
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a..a Ol-&e- as cne nn.' >
=Is tlgators OT'- 5
-'“all c0 dl:‘[‘]‘“‘ t and

interrupt the harmony tet

twee
Yeen America ang Ingland, The vetitionm

called for the immecdigte Temoval of Govermor Hutchins d
L on ani

Lieutenant-Governor Q1ivy oy
I er, cits .
» €1ting the letters as proof of a

(:OUS uirac\/ ' Ca'\lae (i_..Sham y I ter + + "h
. Th oo t vel (¥ o] Da tmout was

omplete, listing vari i }
g > Stlng various grievances that the Assembly felt need-

5]

ed redress. The letter to Dartmoutn

intinmated that the Assembly

was willing to lay the blame of bad feelings ent rely on the

former and vresent I
officials of Massachusetts. The letter con-

cluded by stating that good will could be restored "if things

were drought to the general state in which they stood at the

.1137

conclusion of the late ware. « o
Both the petition and letter were sent to Franklin, whe for-

warded both documents under the cover of a letter to Dartmouthe

Franklin's letter to Dartmouth restated briefly the desires of

the Assembly. Franklin also stated his belief that all the dis-

to the King. Franklin felt that the resentment against Great

Britain had been greatly abated by the discovery

inson letters which implicated Colonial officials in wrongdoing.

. e : + together clear
Dartmouth's reaction to this retition is not altcge .

L ntmayth hance to initiate
Certainly this petition offered Dartmouth a caanc c t

. ;s wed by America as ccnciliatory and
aCtlon &kat woula oe ViEked America as
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Massachusetts Assembly,

lihether Dartmouth seriously considered

sacrificing Hutchinson i & .
a 8 nor : =
easlly disconcernable. Review of

1
Dartmouti's correspondence during the summer and early fall of

1773 does reveal that there was at least some consideration 6f

ling Hutchi ‘ .
recal g tChinson. Dartmouth Was proktably first informed

about the Whately affair ir P .
J alr 1n a letter Irom Reverend Gordon sent

from America 1n mid-June. Gordom informed Dartmouth about the

public disgust because of the revelation of the letters, informing
Dartmouth of the inpending call for removal. Gordon even
suggested a replacement for Hutcb'nson.38

John Pownall wrote Dartmouth in early August suggesting that
Hutchinscn te recalled in order to explain to the King the con-
dition of his government. Pownall wrote Dartmouth twice in pid-
August, both times discussing Hutchinson's recalle In a letter

dated August 12, Pownall told Dartmouth about a conversation he

had with Lord North in which it was determined to recall Hutch-

¥

inson at nis own request. It is probable that Eutchinson's letter

[0

of June 25, requesting leave of absence, had arriv
forwarded to Lord North for action. IZ Dartmouth had s
considesred involuntary removal of Hutcalr
abandoned that notion whexz 2e read Eutchinson's request for leave.
On August 17, 1773, Dartmouth wrote %0

lahal ~ Y )’ 3 - -

= : g +hat h aturn
i < — - A -
s oplnlicn tlat &

lean, but exrrescsing his Of

(9]
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i
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the Massachusetts petitign and letter with Franklin's letter of
august 2l. Dart — N
e MOUth promised to submit tpe vetition to the King,
and remarked that he hoped that a1l contentions would be replaced

I state of : .
Yy & . understanding and trust." The petition would have

c be held, however, until the Kiner i
to b ’ WeVer, until the King's Councillors assembled im

1

]
n the fal.l.'*(I

-

London

The Massachusetis petition was not cresented to the Privy

Council until January 11, 1774, A Committee of the Privy Couzcil
had taken the petition under advisement and was nrepared to sub-

mit it to the entire Council in late Decemter. The Christmas

nolidays delayed action on the matter until mid-January. By that

time the entire Council was ready tc hear the vetition. It had

‘e

pecome common knowledge that Franklin, the man formally entering
the petition, had »layed a major role in obtaining the letters

von which the grievances were based. Instead of reviewing the

=

vetition in regard to its factual merits, the Solicitor General

. . o oo R .
embarked on a speech summarizing a decade of Massachusells Pro
3 - s A~
vince's historve. The Solicitor then turned 2is attention on
than a thief. The

. L anklAT W eceived with great
Solicitor's personal attack on Franklin was receiv

he Whately letters
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rejected the petition 2

Dartmouth, knowing t} ;
b v o ~ns S Z
S at Hutchinson had Ceen given vermission

for voluntary recall, apparently felt that the rejection of the
petition did not completely destroy chances for appeasing the

colonies. =€ Wwas able to state once agzin his belief in Parlia-

entary Supren n t the zame ti in ;
pencary ¢ acy, and at the same time entertain no tat tempers

cr

e

el

would cool when Hutchinson returned to Zngland on voluntary leave.
,2 14 . 1 $ s > M s .

His policy of delay, in hope of a cooling off period, was never
successful. Because he failed to win aprroval for any grievances
submitted by the Colonists, his strategy of declared but dormant

supremacy of Parliament must have been greatly mistrusted by

Colonial leaderse

V. Colonial Resistance to British Tea

During the latter part of 1772,
- Hao } n v--.v-n.«ﬂv“
time at nis country estates. e had been there woen Franklin had
] ts'! for removal of utcrinson, Eis

. fca s weod him to neglect hi
sreoccupation with his leisure hours caused aim 0 eglect his

_islation in regard to the
duties in the matters of gCVernnental legislation gard t

L3 pord North's Tea Bil
abinet as S

n an i:portant

v3

econcilia-



The intended purng i
TY PUrnCse of the T t )
-€a Act of 1773 was tg grant
. o + Y < —_ Y
relief to the Dear-bankrupt East lndig Cempany, which had seven-
teen million pounds of unsold tea rotting in its warehouses
- -
A . 1 1, \
gritain saw the chance to help the failing company by letting it

ort tea directl i i i i
exp Y to its own agents 1x America instead of

hrough English merchant i 1 1
through nng chants to American mercrhants as tefore. How-

» i A9 4 ) 3%, :
ever, by providing the Zast India Company the rower to appoint its

aZ

own agents, the American merchants were

eliminated from a process

8 -1 ) S . !
in which they had nitherto profited.?” The most exvedient means

of aiding the failing Tea Company wculd, of course, have been to
repeal the tea tax, which had survived the reveal of the Townshend
Duties, left as a symbol of Parliament's right to taxe. Perhaps
Dartmouth, had he been close to the situaticn, would have used his
strategy of "expedient but dormant" right to tax as a means of
repealing the tea tax as well. He never had the opportunity im
this situatione

The first actual resistance to the proposed East India Monopoly

eviously purchased
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to try to force the conslgnee
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selling of the tea, 6

" In Boston the ¢ P x
ommi :
“tees resorted to violence in order to

3 uade the nsi s i
rers COnsignees to Teslgn. An attack in mig Novenm: did
A in mid- oer

not cvroduce the desgir .
T Silred results, as the consignees still refused

to resign. When Governor Hutchdmen "
©©4=4Son refused to allow the tea ship

ith to leave +he 3
Dartmouts to leave the harbor (Boston) before

=~ N +
1ts customs duty

was pald, several men dressed as Mohawlk Indians, slipped silently
into the harbor, boarded the'DartmOuth, and emptied the tea chests
into the water. Two other ships had joined Dartmouth, ard they
were emptied also, All told, 342 chests being thrown intc the bay
on the night of December 16.47

The Committee of Correspondence sent word to the other
Colonies the next day relating how the tea had been destroyed with-
out harming any person or personal propertye It is worth noting
actions taken by the other Colonies. At Charleston, South Carolina,
the consignees of the tea were forced to resign their commissions.

- P %y A S Ad 3 A
fLen no one arrveared to accept the cargo, custom officials seized

a8

2 )
o
cr
ctr
(17

. ; . . S s . e 2 avhaaanent)
the tea and stored it in warehouses where it subseguently

At Philadelrhia committees had alsoc deen

A . Ma < - » + -
vent the landing of the tea. A "Committee for Iarring axnd Feather

) g1 ez s he + W forcibly put ashore
ing" was also established in case the tea was I0rcidiy I .
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had de i o fer t comml tee
Clded no { int ]
~ L T0 ln.er’.\.-e '.’."lvh the “e i -
1 J'e(: 0 I‘e .ect t"‘e t:e T r t 3 £ "d
a.\_r\r‘ nv J 4 de T-&e tea ShiDS retu d
i | e rne ["]e] unela»

without any violent incident.49

Each port had demonstrat '
fonstrated effective ang determined opposition
+o the Tea Act. Althoug: : .
ALLU0UEA no violent actionm was talken except in

Beston, it was apparent th

a Iy » AN~y P
¢+ -lere was an orgzanized, concerted effort,
suvoncrted by censiderabls B A
5uDs J 20-€ numbers of pecple in eaca of the Colonies,

could have avoided a violent confrontation b

7 issuing a permit for
the tea shlp to leave without being "entered."DO Once again Eutch-

inscn's decisicn to force

[}

show dcwn created another violent sit-
uation which negated any chance for cooling 2f tempers on both sides
of the Atlantic. Had he used some common sense, avoiding the con-
frontation, the opposition would have not had a unifying pocint on
whnich tc plead their case.

It is necessary at this point to review the corresgondence

Dartmouth received from various €olonial inhaditants 1n regarc to

- =} m " - s < vmhahi+tanr 1
the sentiments of the people concernins the Tea Act, the inhabitant!s

I +hadt» Arhearva*io ~ nm - )
reactions to the Boston Tea party, and tael:l cbservations concerning

3 +7 S8l
! itd i cessary to explore botz official
the opposition's sugrort. It is necessary © X
to see what information Dart-

- p I 4 S
t ) i 10 O s (8] - - - < P <
2outh had cn which tc dase 24
- R
£:$ l \‘-\vembev = rom -:’.‘e:‘!’l::‘ ullllazl --VDTL. a-yun
Ot Ty o = Lahtd - Y rcoo
1.& Al o) \ Oy
e Ll ULL g 543
4 7 Awnle e -~
s.tin= +hnat many of Ne York's inkhatlitaznts
etatl andd 244 o
started hig letter by stavllle A
-
R
s wsiap bn srip tez under a REW A&ct,
» 1 - - - N ~
A Yo+ AN g Af the 1nteltivis v B
“€I€ Upset On ReEw ops
mwrmrT 1imisine
LAy a mORCTOly 11X21V1ZE
le fFasred eltlel a =bbhbr¥se -
Ty 3 +has medOL 144 ©
Iyron stated that the 2eO?
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America's liberties or 4 ren ,
shswal. of attempts to collect the tea

- Try € )
taxe TTVOR stated he was not certain

w-} + )’ 3
what the Act said, for he

had nct received a Copy of it #£»

rcm the

pos

(N

€clonial office. Tryon

closed BY saying he felt certain that people would oprose &
¢ oeop ' DIlse the

H,

2nding and selling +1 e
* } & OL The Tea But he would try %o maintain pescs.
Manix B o 1 )
Governor 1JOR Had in mo way characterized the opnosition as "a
== vauS JoDOSL1TL 3

mob resistance." -Rather ae knewy

5 i

0 be made up of merchants

and artisans oprcsed to restrictins

0

libverties. Majcr Gerneral

Haldiman, acting commander of British forces irn America, wrote

Dartmouth also in early November. He stated som

pcssible to the tea Act, but failed to characterize the Cp;osition.sl

—ia

On November 4, che“rbr Hutchinson wrote Dartmoutk infcrming

him of informat ion he had received regarding Cclonial tOrrespon-—

dence in orpcsition to importing of East India Tea. EHutchinson re-

lated the bullying of the consignees and characterized the committee

2
earrying out the oppcsition as a '"Mob Act or:.”5

: " o o
Governor Tryon wrote Dartmcutk again on Decexcer 1, stating
! had 7 formati that the tea was sudbject to an
that he hzd received informaticn that the tea W h
imyertation duty. Trycn related the opinion of the cconsignees of

t
I
@
-
LB ]
'»l
'1
U‘

1ility to carry

trouble ir landing the tea,

he expectecd no ou N

<t

closed by stating tha

3 trat no tea would be bought urtil
B s P ] 1de was tha no vea UL =
although the general attituae
_—
z
: e
T o = R hvy -':rll"::e_._,.
the duty was repealed by rariid
¢ n Dacenber 2, inforaing nim
~11+ azgain o CCAlS. < o
Tyt ehinson wrote Dartmoutf agasst +o
Zutchinson Wrcve
< - - +-
: Hutchinson intlizatecd tiat
3 Anad cneesSe nuvee alS
£ 2 nf tne COUSZg*
\ mah A+t onls A sOome 01 i
0L mch attack on soue o s o '
L " »
1 famw pecvles” If Hutcrinson was
-~ < 2 T Ve =
o 3 t py cnly a 1€+ 2
the acticn was supzortea O v
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5+
convinced that only a certain myag Sort' of
SULLT 0@ zecrle strongly opposed

o | je)e
the Tea Act, his closing line
nes to i
Dartmouth belied that conclusione

slnce vhe tl-reate ’1"8 Of the

C S 3 .
Onsignees had proved ineffectual,

a town meeting was called f =
Or tne 29th of November o decide onm a

new course of acticn,

Eutchinson described t} 1 P t?
Tloed the make up of the assembdly, which was
general meeting of veorle from ¢ country and =

assortment." Hutchinson admitted
lower class of people attended in great numbers bdut also many sentle-
men of the community were present. Eutchinson's letter to Dartmouth
on the 15th day of December emphasized the strength of theOPPOSi;u
Hon. Hutchinson related that nearly ore half of the towns of the
province had elected committees to aid Beston in preventing the
landing of the tea.55

Governor Jonn Wentworth of New Hampshire wrote Dartmouth on

n Portsmouth against

[

opted

.

‘es

December 17, relating the measures a

- - + - -
importation of tea. Wentworth did not characterize tne strength

5 oy I K - imro=ssible t preven h
0f the oprosition, but did relate it was impossibdle 1o prevent t

; 56
veovle from passing tne measurese.
On December 24, Lieutenant-Governor

Charleston giving Dartmouth a sumzary of

Berd) e ~omber 2. Once again
vlace after the arrival of tea siiys =% Decenber <« ¥ .

b - Famced 0 resign their
1 E - -wCw v = =5
& +ha-~ AN -nees eing f¢
Dartnouth read of tins consig
8 o s AREEALamEad
ted that altaoust vioclence was tareatened,
’ E revCr +hat alt!
commissicns, Eull rexc
o1 losed 7 re
L aameetil, B2 closea &y =
. rhe tea Here BUCLEARS
= a E = c g - - A -
4d4lS acCtlons O secure ¢ -
P a Aty oculd be
- +nat no tea wW2ta & =%bJ a
1 attitude was La<
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; " a2l B i3
General Zaldiman yrots Dartmouth agzin on D
| B | galin ecember 28, stating
that tne mercantile intesresgt in Anerica opp 1
) | Pposed importing tea by
the East India Comvany bvecause of fear of a momcwol Hal
noncyoly. Haldiman
stated that a syirit of indevendence
jo was growing, and the governors

would $rodably choose to return +pe t

On dJ nLa-y /} 1774, Hdal

= : drevlious telief that Pailadelzhnia

the return of the tea ships to Zngland on December 26

« Haldiman

ccncludes by telling Dartmcuth that the violence carried out in

Boston met with the general disapproval of most pecrle. He re=-

lated how a committee in Massachusetts had formed to rrotest the

violence and call for the vayment of the destroyed tea. Haldiman

tated that he still felt that the merchantile interest would still

i . i . 29
influence people against the use of any imported tea.

After reviewing this collection of official correspondence,

4 ~ I A A
several pcints can be stated concerning in ormaticn Dartmouth had

3 "3 » ~t A ""\"" t‘ F..C:". :hv
about the American colonies. First, every port o % e tea
$ s - vy & - -~ n d >~
was destined had reacted negatively. Jiolence was threatened in
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each, Only by tact or lack of action b}
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ly, where the EO vernment did

was oven rebellion prevented. Seccnal
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3 epy-=gort of nponimpsoriation
- < ~arer:s SUT Cua b - & -
FinadTar. w e - & ere 1n EeLesc< 298
=&ally, many xzed S wes
- rad
~n. ard were zrepared



to pay for the damageq

Lis)

tea Thu i
“C&«. Thus, the argument th
1 "+ u o - \
element Was OprOsed to thi i
Lo this p r
arllamentady Act was called into
question.

In Dartmouth's ungf#ies
nofficial correspendence, the information
; etary n
tpe Secr J 2ad o reply on isg made even clearer. Joseoh Ward
D rt‘nC v 4 r + A -
yrote Da th from Boston on Novenber 27, 1773, relating tkre

serious
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prodlens in Amerie- u
°flca. He recommernded a sveedy reconciliation

in order to trevent fcreisgn po: i talki ;
&N powers from % ilng acdvantage of the

bad situation.®

On December 11, Reverend William Gorcon wrote Dartmouth from

New York giving the latter his feelings about America's mood.
Reverend Gordon summarized the disgust of the American merchants
regarding the tea. His most interesting remarks came at the end

f his letter. He made two points that Dartmouth might well have
vondered cver later that year. First, Gordon warned that if any
colony was dealt with sevarately, the remainder would make its
suffering "a common cause." Second, Gordon, rinting they had hidden

nei i1d - m 28ipdials Awi \

their military strength from governmental officials, advised that
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forces set against then.

Americans could oppose any 3ritish
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as a necessary action o2 X )
- Although the unofficial information was
e ) |
as plentifu ici
not o “1ful as the Official, it did give Dartm th
ou various

opipions on which to base his official.strategy

Dartmouth's resng thi
Ponse to thig COrrespondence is worth notinge

On January 8 17 mrata T hs
" 74, he wrote autchinson after having received the

letters throuzh November 15 =3
T 55 1773. Darimouin commended Hutchinson

< 4 - -+ <
on his temperate conduct ang related his hope that no bad con
L =t A .

sequences would . I i tati : )
eq s occur. He closed by stating that the nilitary

could be used only in cases of actual re'cellicn.63

VI. Dartmouth's Respcmse to Colonial Violence

Dartmouth in all probability received word about the Boston
Tea Party on the 2lst or the 22and of January. On Jaruary 21, he
received a memorandum from the chairman of the East India Company
explaining that tea had bteen destroyed at Boston on the 16th of
December.sg Within the next few days he received other nmemoranda
from the Zast India Company and the Office of Admiralty concerning
the oven resistence to landing the teae.

Dartmouth's reaction to this news marks a change in policy of

s ) i time be allotted for cooling
his Colonial Ofiice. No lonmger could tize de

or destruction
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yritten Dartmouth admitting nis astonisiment tnat mo 3 BE 5
B © tn word of the

problems Of tea had come from the acting governor of Pennsylvania
r E niae
Dartmouth wrote Deputy Gévernor John Penn on February 5» relating
nis dismay at the rebellious actions taken oy the inhaditants in
rejecting the landing of tea at Fhiladelpria. Dartmouth closed by
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urprise at nothi i 3 p
T 20thing being done to check these violeat

Dartmeut:z was alsoc surely aware

of tae rebellious acts carried out by the inhabditants of Charleston

against the landing of the tea.

artmouth's course of action, therefore, was suite clear. Ee

N

felt that in order to secure the dependence of the Colonies ugon
England, coercive measures would have to be takem, Dartmouth
velieved that reccnciliation now depended upon Zngland's ability
to force the €slonies to submit, Dartmouth obviously realized
that several Colonies had been guilty of rebellious action, the
extreme in Boston being the worst. It appears thatl Dartmouth's
idea was to make an example of Boston to influence I )

he American radicalse
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hoped to izplement the ceercive measureg through the Mi L
S gl Tle nistry it
Ais letter to the Attorney General underlines the ia :fb; o
o 2e ldea that he
hoped that arresting and convicting of the radicals saould
S 840 prove
England's conviction that the Colonies szubtmit to desendence
ml Te T -

Dartmoutn hoped to kee

=1 . 5
D the coercive action within the Ministry,
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because of the mob actions, He stated

been for the 3oston Tea Party Dartmouthr concluded by
that he still hopred to see rereal take place.
Dartmouth wrote Hutchinson February 5, telling him to be
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in ordinary course of Justice in Anmerica 69
-

During those fi
11rst fay days of February,

daily to consider what actions to

the Cabinet met
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. €0 news came %5 the €abinet that the

smerican leaders o not —— PR
Am ould not have warrants 1ssued against them,

other measures had to bte considered,
VII. British Coercive Measures

The Cabinet decided that if the leaders could not bte tunished,
the only alternative was to vunish the entire rort. The Cabinet
meeting held the 19th of February produced two recommendations.
First, the Boston Pbrt would be closed and the seat of government
removed until the peovle gave due respect to imperial authority.
Secondly, the constituticn of Massachusetts would be altered.
o submit these measures in the form of

he Cabinet also decided to mi

3i1ls to both Houses of Parliarment. wita
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parliament concerning Boston. He alerted Halgi t
T I Zan to b
aove tfoops to Soston to aid Hutchinson.in carryi u e
. - I 1ng out the
posed Acts for closing the Boston Port ang renoving its go t
| r g vernmen
to another tlace. In his letter to Eutchinson, Dartmouth exvplaimed

ready to

oro-

L wn's lacgls A+
+the Crown's lack of sole autnority +
1 “A0r1ty o carry out the 3 i
b « the intended punish-
mente Dartnmouti's stated that ne considered thi t
si T is unfor

his Iortunate,

srobably underlying his feelings that inre
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unishment could not be
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ontrolled He d, how r i Eutchi his t
c » » 20wever, relate to Hutchinson his celief that

the Port's rights would be restored uponm reparaticn to the East

) N 2 5 N i .
India Comrany for the destroyed tea. Dartmoutk in no way hinted

to dutchinson that the latter would not be carrving out these mea-
7L

)]

sures for England.
The news of the Boston Tea Party had created a stir in England.
Great resentment toward the colonies was manifested in both private
and public debate., Among the men calling for coercion was General
Thomas Gage, commander of British forces in Azerica, on leave in
England since June, 1773. Gage talked to King George III om
ledging his readiness
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S€ Be sent btack to Anerica to enforce

the provosed Aets. The 2inutes of ths boh
©#LiS5 meeting were recorded in
John Pownall's hand.73

i ol s g 7
In revieving the correspondence of John Powr

iing months, it is % ¥ ,
ceding Sy 1ltv 15 aprarent that he was stronzly i #

ongly ia favor of
Hutchinson's : t %
Hutchinson's recall. In August, 1773, Pownall, as

v nad urg rt not s -
noted, nad urged Dartmouth to recall Hutchinson, When Eutchinsonm
asked for voluntary leave, Pownall had Tressed Dartmouth and Rorth
to grant his request. In October, 1773, Pownall had written

Lieutenant Governor Oliver, seeking information he might supply

Dartmouth also wrote to EHutchinson in mid-October, probably at

Pownall's urging, telling the Governor that the present time pro-

bably would be a good time to exercise his voluntary recalle It

f British forces and also ©
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with Gage, a man well restected in
- - 11 L .
America for his services in the

a 3 ~v -~ L
golonies for sevente
en years,

would rel-x
_ & Surely be laoked uzonm as a
conciliatory aproiniment. .- ; )
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fore, encouraging the return of beace and zood £
Bngland and the Colonies, Gage sailegq
and arrived in Boston Earbor on May 1
ct for closing the Port of Boston whi
on June la

Dartmoutn forwarded specific instructions to Gage on April 9,
seven days before the General sailed. These instructions are tre-
zendously important because they were the basis on which Gage was
to »lan his entire €olonial policy for more than ten months., The

General was instructed to enlist the suprort of various Provincial

leaders in executing the Act. Dartmouth expressed the hope of the

-
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vposition would or could present ltsell to tne carry-
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ing out of the Act. He stated, -owever,

Gage was to use nis troons. Dartmouth was zmore srecific, however,

i - : o hee Syl cormmand t
when he went further and stafed that it was thc King's comma 0
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instructed Gage to remove th

€ seat of g0Vernment from Boston to
Salelle

X% t Dar | i -

ms

Zinal acts committed at
Bostone Dartmouth related the failure o

£ 7 d3
accused oI leading the people in the cri

the Ministry to establish
the legal basis to arrest and return to En

gland for tri those
P f ¥ o ins T7 5
accused of wrong doing, The General wuas instructed tc seek

crimiral rrosecuti i n3 se I felt indict |
ri o gns 1h any case ne felt indiciment was probagble,

If, however, 1t appeared to the General that a conviction would
be impossible, it would be better to avoid prosecution. Finally,

Dartmouth told Gage that the instructions in no way set aside th

s
powers 0f tThe Massachusetts Council. Gage was, however, to refuse
to seat in éouncil those that might be elected in the next election
who had openly opposed the enforcement of England's 1a~.vs.76 Dart-

-

mouth closed by exhorting Gage to obtain the feelings o
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"princical members of the Cclony in order to determine what actions
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; o ; in Boston would be a sufficient
felt that four British regiments in Bostoxn woul
: tna inhabitants to rezailn dociles If any
number to vrevail uron the i1nlladitials
W tmouth felt this number of troozs et
trouble did occur, Dartmoutn ie:*
A ~ +maoutn celievV ed tz2at tle O;'_’O;ltl:?:l
rerel any disorder. Second, Darvhiotbs:
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correspondents, ne refused to belieye ¢ ,
n : .
“0at the majority of principal

%ould support the radical ideas of refusing
to submit to Parliamentary law.

people in the Ccleonies

P i
Thirgd, Dartmouth Selieved that

e

if the radical leaders could B ed and prosecut
- e 3
arrested and prosecuted

s the
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3 s g
vide oprosition faction v

elie
e A i d I
“as lndeed small, witk only
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a few radical leaders ! ing tn + :
a S xeeplng the movement alive, Fourth, Dart-

. 43 : 33 . : : - L
zouth believed there was a distinction Jetween Parliament's right

3 g 3 h < < ¥ :
to legislate and the exercise of that righte. Dartmouth felt that

the Colonies were motivated mostly by economic factors. He could

not understand or ovelieve that a constitutional issue had now
tecome a growing rroblem. Finally, Dartmouth believed that
coercive measures were needed to overthrow the radical leaders,

restore respect for order, and give the good elements of the

Colonies "encouragement" or "incentive" to speak up. The coercion
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need not end reconciliation but in fact mignht encourag
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to official
correspondence from the Royal

chernors, he must

have struggled
over Devuty Governor Jonn Penn!

S explanation of hi

S actions during
the rejectiom of the tea, Penn

al N
related that ne was unaware of the

e &1 - _— .
actions of those who resisted the landing of the tea until afte
R £ 1l aiter

the tea siip moved from yort

nde If thisz was

impossible for Dartmouth to believe

n

» Penn's further comment must

have shazen tle Sscretary. Penn confessed Lo balisve that the

. e
importation of tea was a private matter, being carried out by a

vrivate company in which the British government had no co:xcern.78
If the British Ministry had ended the coercive legislation

with the Boston Port Bill, reparation for the tea might have been
extracted from Boston. As already pointed out, there had been a

general feeling among the moderate elements that the tea should

} M4 ni - Parli n= A4 A &
te paid for. However, the Ministry and Parliament did not wait

In swift succession, Parliament vaszed three otler measures
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w3 N
that were aimed at vunishing tze entire Cclony ol vascachusetts.
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1 one tTov ’ 0 t - ’.

The seccnd Act, the Administration of Justice ict, allowed a
zerson to bte sent to EZnglang for trial if it was believed that anm
3 E
nprejudiced one could not De Obtained in Anerica. The third Act
was the Quartering Act, which enabled Gage to cuarter his troops
t Massachusetis expense. These taree ACts received Royal assent

~

in late May, and were forwarded to Gage in early June., Gage
1y Jua g

3 7 + Ayt £ 80
received them on August 6.
Dartmouth exrected the Acts to have no aliemating effect

upon the moderates. This belief was based upon his notion that

the opposition was composed of only a 'rabble faction" of mene.

ot

The Ministry's strategy was therefore in place, and it could only
wait to see what effect it would produce.

On May 4, General Haldimand wrote Darimouth relaying to hinm

. N

the Acts that were carried cut by the innabitants of New York in
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1, Governor William ; PN :
o+ Franklin of New Jersey wrote Dartmouth
" the

o 115 Xpressed i 1
Frangk_.1n eXpressec 2is telief that. at1en !
4T, although the nerckhants of
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Priladeipnla and New York were inclined to assist 2oston in some
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degree, the general feeling was th aey 3
gree, g eling was that taey would not surzort a call

£ ncn-importati 3 exrOortats. s i
or T atlon and eXyortation agreenent. De;uty Governor

John. Penn, on May 31, wrote the Secretary informing him 02 the nom-
importation and exportation suggesticn, stating, however, that no
action had been taken to approve it.82

From Massachusetts in late May came word from Hutchinson. He
stated that there were many people ready to express their support

the Grown, and that when troops arrived they wculd do so.

5
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Cfficial word from New York came from Lieutenant Governcr Colden

i 3 rlace had trie
in early Junee. Colden related that the lower class had tried to
Xcite ¢ r he runishment of Bostozn, tut had met with
excite tne =eople over the punisinent O SOSLUS,
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+tawation by Farliamernt.
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ted by Parliament 1
2407 ¥ alient would nevep Succeed, and woulg ulti
and y Ultimately
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Fr
om Philadelphia, on-May 30, came
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until the

~éde. On Jure 10, Reed wrote again inform-

ing Dartmouth that a 2lan had been proposed to hold a general
Congress of all the Colonies to eract resoclves in opposition to
Parliamentary claim of taxation. Many were favoring a drawing
up a Blll of Rights. Reed also related plans to undertake ways
+ 14 e + Y Baa 8"?
to relieve the vroblems of Boston.

tviously, Dartmouta chose to put his confidence in the
reports submitted by his official correspondents. Fis letters
to Gage June 3, sending the final three Massachusetts Acts, stated
the Secretary's belief that Gage could quiet the Spirit of opposition

OY « o« » "prudence on the ome hand, and by firmness and resolution
on the othere « » ."85 Gage tecazme Dartmouth's most important
0fficial correspondent during tre last six months of 1774 The
English Ministry was counting heavily on Gage to eract a change
i his Ministers felt that
in New England Colonies. Tne King and his Ministers lel T? ’
G?SG, ty using tezpered wut firm action, could stem uae radical
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VIII. Gage and Enforcement of the Acts

Gage wrote Dartmouth first on May 19 that the Act for closing
the Port was already known. The General stated that Boston had
sent word to each Colony asking them to stop all import and export
until the Act was repealed. Gage told Dartmouth optimistically
that he had information that Boston's request had received little
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to mark the beginning of a war between England and America to
v

determine which country's ideals would prevail. The fatal blow

pad beed strucke.
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