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ABSTRACT 

The writer became inte r es t ed in t he country of 

Rhodes i a while a n unde r gr adua t e at Asbury College in 

Wilmore , Kentucky . Many informa tive hours were spent 

in listening t o speakers--particularly Dr. Philip Stine 

who was an undergr aduate a t t hat time--who had l ived i n 

Rhodesia as mi s s ionari es or a s children of missionaries. 

Their t a l es igni ted t he spark of interest which has 

enabled t he wr i ter t o do research on this subject . The 

writer is sure, however , that this study will reveal 

vi ews contrary to t hose of the speakers to which she 

listened . The ensuing years have brought about a 

change in her views on the present situation in this 

lovely , untamed country. 

Thi s t hes is is a s tudy of the political development 

of Rhodesia f rom t he time of Ce cil Rhodes--after whom 

Rhodesia was named , t hrough the time of the Central 

African Fede ra t ion , and conclud ing wi th the government 

of Ian Smith . 

The writer ' s main interest i s t he secession of 

Rhodesia in 1965 fr om the Br itish Empire; t he motivation 

of Ian Smith and the other se cess ionist l eade r s ; the 

e conomic f actors involved ; and the relati ons with the 

Uni on of South Af r ica and Portugal . 
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INTRODUCTION 

Rhodesia is a small nat ion in s outheastern Africa . 

It has approximately 150,000 s quare miles , about the size 

of our state of Montana. This small country has had a 

turbulent history from the time that the white man first 

appeared on t he scene . 

This paper will trace the progress of Rhodesia 

from Cecil Rhodes to Ian Smith . The writer is mainly 

concerned with the Rhodesia of the 196O 1 s but the first 

chapter is devoted to the influence and ambitions of 

Rhodes , after whom Rhodesia was named . Also included, 

is the position and aid given to Rhodesia by the Union 

of South Africa after Ian Smith made a unilateral decla

ration of independence for Rhodesia on November 11, 1965 . 
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CHAPTER I 

STEP ONE : RHODES ' DREAM AND CONQUEST 

Four score and one year a go (1888) Cecil Rhodes set 

into moti on a plan that in recent years has caused much 

d issension between the whi tes and the blacks of Rhodesia. 

However, we cannot lay the bla me on Cecil John Rhodes (1853-

1902) . Had it not been Cecil Rhodes it would have surely 

been someone else in a few years or even a decade later. 

Afri ca was an untamed region--a challenge to the white man-

undeveloped riches that made the white man 's eyes sparkle 

and his actions unpredictable and, many times, ruthless. 

Cecil Rhodes had been a very sickly child--tuber

culosis1--and had left England in 1870 to join his brother 

in South Africa. He thought the climate would cure his 

sickness. The same year Rhodes arrived in South Africa , 

diamonds were di scovered on the land of a farm called 

Dutoitspan, where searching was far easier than in the 

river beds of previous locations--1867 d iamonds were found 

near the river Orange by some children; then in 1869 

diam onds were found in the river bed of the Vaal. 2 So 

1Franklin Parker, African Development and Education 
in Southern Rhodesia ( Columbus , Ohio : Ohio State Univers i t y 
Press , 1960) , p . 22 . 

2Andrt Maurois , Ce cil Rh odes (New York: The 
Macmillan Company , 1953 ) , p . 18. 
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began the scramble for diamonds ! Rh odes joined t he t rek 

to the f i elds and made mu ch money--from selling ice cream 

to t he miners as well as from d i gging f or d iamonds . Soon, 

Rhodes was a wea l t hy man a nd also a hea lthy man due t o t he 

cli mate of South Africa . 3 

At Ki mber ley he a dvanced his interes t by buy i ng 

the l and t hat other pros pectors wer e selling because they 

t hought the d iamonds had all been rnined--the yellow d iamond

bearing ground was becoming blue so many thought that this 

i nd icated a lack of further d iamonds . 4 By t he time he was 

eighteen and a half he was looking after claims valued at 

£5000. He was young but he was energetic and serious. 

Hi s grea t est ambition was to be wealthy but not for the 

sake of materi al gains but for the power and influence 

it woul d give hi m. His one thought was to extend British 

i nf luence a nd control to the land which was rapidl y becoming 

his home. 

Whi l e becoming an i mportant man in South Africa he 

decided to return to England in order to continue his studies 

and become a poli s hed and we l l - r ounded person. He realized 

t hat hi s many mont hs i n t he mini ng f i elds ha d made him a 

3Elizabeth B. Thompson , Africa- - Pas t a nd Pres ent 
(Boston : Houghton Mifflin Compa ny , 1966T,pp:-f79- 180 . 

4A. J . Wills , Histor~ of Cent ra l Afri ca (Lond on : 
Oxf ord University Press , 19 7J. p . 127 . 



3 

coarse and an abrupt manner ed man . In 1873 , he entered 

Oriel College , Oxf or d . 5 He continued to study at Oxf ord 

until he final l y rece i ved his B. A. i n 1881 . He interrupt ed 

his s tudies many times to return to South Afr i ca to look 

after his business affairs or in order to restore his 

health which was troublesome i n the English climate. 6 

His affairs in Africa at this time has been summed up by 

Parker: . 

By that time he had entered politics as a member 
of the Cape Parliament , had amalgamated the diamond 
industry at Kimberley, and had won over his partners 
to the i dea of using the fabulous wealth of the 
De Beers Consolidated Mining Company in the 
enormous sc~eme of developing the north on behalf 
of Britain. 

Rhodes became interested in the territory that later 

bore his name because he wanted to unite the Sudan with 

the South and have one giant red empire shown on the map 

which would indicate to the world that Britain's influence 

had been extended over all of this area in Africa . The 

writer will refer to t his territory hereafter as Rhodesia , 

even t hough it was not offically named Rhodesia until 1895. 

Rhodesia had met the white man before the coming 

of Rhodes . I n 1859 a smal l group of missionaries led by 

Dr. Robert Mof fat set out f or t he Inyati Valley . They 

5rbi d . 

6Maurois p pp . 42-50 . 

?Parker , p . 23 . 
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were welcomed by the king , Mzilikazi , an old friend of 

Dr . Moffat . Mzilikazi had come to this territory several 

years earlier from South Africa . 8 

Mzilikazi was the king of the Matabele tribe, war

riors and pastoralists , who resided in the southwestern 

section of Rhodesia. The other tribe was the Mashona, 

sedentary and tillers of the land--this was actually a 

collection of weaker tribes, who had been defeated and 

mastered by the Matabele. The Mashona resided in the north

eastern section of Rhodesia. (Map--page 11) This welcome 

by Mzilikazi to Dr. Moffat led to the establishment of the 

first mission to the Matabele by the London Missionary 

Society in 1861. A second mi ssion was established at 

Hope Fountain in 1875;9 however , none of these missions 

established ever had the desired effect upon the Matabeles. 

They went about in their pagan ways but still retained the 

friendship of Dr. Moffat. flizilikazi trusted Moffat but he 

tried to avoid contact with other white men with the excep

tion of a few white hunters and traders. As Franklin 

Par ker stated : II . . . Mzilikazi feared that the coming 

of European missionaries and their families would be the 

opening wedge f or European penetration. 1110 

8Judith Todd , Rhode sia (Bristol , England : MacGibbon 
& Kee, Lt d ., 1966) , pp . 15-16 . 

9w111s , p . 64 . 

10 Parker , p . 22 . 
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It was not the missionaries that caused the influx 

of Europeans into the area but the di scovery of gol d by 

Henry Harley , a hunter , in Mashonaland in 1868 . Since 

Mzilikazi d ied a year later, the problem was inherited by 

his son and heir, Lobengula. 11 

Lobengula gave the first concession of mining 

rights in the Tati area to the extreme southwest of 

Matabeleland in 1869 to Sir John Swinburne who represented 

the London and Limpopo Company. Several companies besides 

this one were forme d to work the gold in the area, though 

without mu ch success until the railway reached this region. 

In 1887 , Lobengula issued a commission to Sam Edwards , 

Sir J ohn Swinburne 's manager, that read as follows: 

As the laws of my country are not suitable for 
the government of Europeans ~ •• I , Lobengula , ••• 
hereby authorize you ••• with power ••• to make 
by proclamation all such laws and regulations as 
you ma y consider expedient and necessary for the 
peace , order, and good gover nment of the Tati 
district ••• and to represent me in all matters 
occurring in the said d istrict •••• 1 L 

This concession , as was the case in Madras, Bomba y , 

and Calcutta, was necessary because of the contrast in the 

t wo cultures . Lobengula had a loose local administration 

whereas the Europeans were a ccustomed to a ti ghter contr ol of 

laws and protect ions against crimes and the se ttlement of 

11 Ibid ., pp . 22 , 37 . 

12Philip Mason , The Birth of a Dilemma (London: Oxford 
University Press , 1958 ):-Tp . 11J)quoted this from C. 5237 . 
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d isputes . Of course . this concession led to the loss of 

sovereignty but . at the time. it seemed to be the only 

way out of a delicate situation. 

The British were not the only ones to be casting a 

greedy eye upon this wealthy land of gold. The Portu

guese . Germans. and Boers were looking upon this land. too. 

Lobengula hated the Portuguese. distrusted the Germans. and 

feared the Boers. He knew that he could not win against 

the whites and he also had a domesti c turmoil on his hands. 

The Matzaha--warriors--were begging him to let them kill 

the white men in their territory. The Portuguese were 

moving inland from the east while the Germans were moving 

from the west . 13 The Transvaalers , taking advantage of 

a Tswana uprising, were moving in to occupy land around 

the source of the Limpopo. In 1882, they established two 

independent republics of Stellaland and Goshen. When 

Paul Kruger was elected president of the Transvaal in 1883 

he recognized these two republics . 14 

From henceforth , one sees the conflict between 

Kruger and Rhodes. Kruger's ambition was to create a 

united white South Africa under Boer control while Rhodes' 

aim was to create a powerful British Empire from the Cape 

13Ibid ., pp . 121 - 122 . See also , Parker, p. 25; and, 
Wills , p . 133 . 

14w111s , p . 129 . 



to Ca iro . The following account is how Oliver and Fage 

described Rhodes ' dream : 

He envisaged a federation of South Africa, where 
Boer , Briton , and even conceivably the Bantu might 
achieve the closest harmony . Su ch a federation 
would be self - governing but would maintain a strong 
connexion with Britain and the British Empire, the 
extension of which Rhodes once described as his only 
reli gion . Kruger , then , represented a seventeenth
century Afrikaner ethos making belated attempts t o 
adapt itself to new circumstances; Rhodes was the 
local embodiment of the new capitalist imperialism 
of the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries, 
whi ch in So1Jth Africa had a pred ominantly British 
colouring .l) 

7 

Rhodes met Kruger for the first time during the 

Bechuanaland negotiati ons. Rhodes considered this territory 

II . . . as the Suez Canal of the trade of the country , and 

as the key to its road to the interior."16 Rhodes wanted 

to make this a joint effort with Kruger that could be ruled 

independently from Britain but with allegiance to Britain. 

Kruger refused the idea because he saw a threat to Boer 

freedom . Also, Kruger was playing his own ga me. In 1887 

he sent Pieter Grabler t o Lobengula 's court where he got 

a treaty of alliance signed between the Matabeles and the 

Boers and provided a permanent Boer representation at 

Lobengula ' s court . I t also 11 ••• bound h i m to help the 

Boers wi th troops wheneve r requested , to extradite offenders, 

15Roland Oliver and J . D. Page , A Short Historv of 
Africa (Baltimore : Penguin Books Inc ., 1962) , pp . 192-193. 

16 wills , p . 131. 
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to accept a resident Consul , and , most serious of all , to 

allow anyone with a pass from the President of the Republic 

to hunt or trade in his country . 111 7 Later , Lobengula said 

he had misunderstood the treaty and that he t hought he was 

simply renewing the old treaty of Mzilikazi which was a 

treaty of general friendship . The Boers had claimed that 

the old treaty had been lost. Rhodes had John Moffat who 

at this time was Assistant Commissioner for Bechuanaland , 

and an old friend of the chief's, explain the treaty to 

Lobengula. Lobengula declared the treaty invalid. 18 Then , 

on February 11 , 1888 , Lobengula signed a treaty known as 

the Moffat Treaty providing 

••• for peace and amity between Her Maj esty and the 
Matabele , and that Lobengula would 'refrain from 
entering into any correspondence or treaty with any 
foreign state or Power to sell, alienate or cede ••• 
t he whole or any part of the ••• country under his 
chieftainship wi t hout the previous knowledge and 
sanction of Her Majesty 's High Commissioner for 
South Africa . 1 9 

Thus, the Germans , Portugue se, and Afri kaners were warned 

not to try and come into this territory--the British would 

back up Lobengula in order to get any foreigners, other 

t han British , out of the territory . 

17Mason , p . 11 9 . 

18Ibid ., pp. 117-121 . See also , Wills, pp . 1Jl-1J4; 
and , Park~pp . 24-25 . 

19Mason (p . 120) has taken this quote from Africa 
(South) , No . 369 . (Thi s is a series printed for the use of 
t he Colonial Office and can be seen in the Colonial Office 
Library .) 
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I n Oct ober , 1888 t he Rudd Concessi on was s igned 

be t ween the Ma tabele and Brita in. Thi s assured Lobengula 

t hat Britain would stop further interventi on and that 

Lobengula and his people would receive a big gift for 

letting the British dig for gold in Rhodesia. This 

concession 11 
••• gave exclusive mining rights to the Rhodes' 

interests in return for rifles, ammunition, an annual sum 

of ~57 , 600 , and a gunboat on the Zambezi River. 11 20 The 

promise of a gunboat was later turned into .£500 cash.21 

Soon, Lobengula came to regret this concession. Now, 

the blacks and whites were moving further apart. 

Rhodes formed the British South Africa Company in 

1888 which received the power in developing the concession 

but ''• • • restricted the company to protect the rights 

of the Africans in the mat ter of their land, their common 

laws, their religions, and their customs. 11 22 

From then on it was just a matter of moving in and 

taking over though there was s till fighting and bloodshed 

involved . A pioneer column of two hundred moved into 

Mashonaland on September 12, 1890 and raised the flag at 

Fort Salisbury o These men were between the ages of 

20Par ker , p . 26 . 

21 Todd , p. 1 7 . 

22Parker , p . 26 . 
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twenty- five and thirty and were selected from two thousand 

volunteers . They r epres ented a wide variety--varying i n 

education , trades , nationalities , and background . They 

were to receive $1. 85 per day en route , J ,000 acres on 

arrival , and the right to stake fifteen gold claims. This 

would mean adventure and a challenge to these men . Rhodes 

was not sure how Lobengula would accept this trek so he 

sent Dr . Jameson to speak with him in April , 1890. 

Dr . Jameson said that if it were necessary they were pre

pared to fight their way into the region. over the 

objections of his people, Lobengula promised that they 

would not attack. So , the first settlement was established 

in Rhodesia . Fort Salisbury was in Mashonaland though 

this territory was recognized as being under the rule of 

the Matabeles . The Mashona accepted white occupation 

because they were use to military domination and they feared 

t he Matabele more than the whites . The whites needed the 

Mashona to work for t hem but being self-sufficient they 

refused to do so until a hut tax of $2. 40 was put on them. 

This they could not afford since the men kept their several 

wives and children in different huts . Another source of 

friction occurred from Matabele raids upon t he Mashona . 

Two occurred i n 1892 . The whites resented t his because 

when the r aids took place t he Mashonas fled to the hills 

and t hen t he white s we r e mi nus their labor force . 
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Rhodes and Jameson felt that war was inevitable . 

The incident occurred July , 1893 when a group of Mashonas 

had stolen five hundred yards of telegraph wire. They were 

for ced to pay a fine which they paid in cattle belonging 

to Lobengula . Lobengula sent a force to punish the 

Mashona culprits but his Matabele warri ors als o t ook 

European cattle and molested some of the farms . Angry 

messages were exchanged and when Lobengula could n o 

longer control his warriors , raids and murders were made 

upon isolated farms . The whites retaliated and won since 

they had machine guns and the warriors had only spears. 23 

Lobengula fled the capital of Matabeleland , Bulawa yo, 

in October , 1893 . He was going northward toward the 

Zambezi River- - probably to settle between the Gwaai and 

Shangani rivers where the grounds of the r oyal herds were 

located . (Map-- Page 11) In his last counci l meeting , held 

north of the Shangani River in Matabeleland , 24 before hi s 

dea th on January 23 , 1894 he reportedly said : 

The wh i t e men will never leave us in peace while 
we have gold in our land . Ta ke all my gold and give 
it to the white men . Te ll them they have beaten my 
regiments , ki lled my people , burned my kraal~~ and 
captured my catt le . Tell them I want peace . ~ 

23Ibid ., pp . 27 - Jl . 

24Wills , pp . 150-151. Also, r ason , pp . 178-1 82 . 

25Parker (p . J l) quoted this from Sarah Gertrude 
Millin, Rh odes (Lond on : Chatto & ~indus , 1952) , p . 197 . 
See also , Todd , p . 16 . 
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In 1895 , many of t he pioneers were pe r s uaded to t ake 

part i n t he Jameson raid into t he Transvaal. Rhodes wanted 

to replace Kruger's government by an Uitlander regime. The 

Uitlanders were Britishers that went into the Transvaal 

because of the mining industry. The Boer government, now 

largely composed of educated Netherlanders, professed to 

insist that the Ui tlanders accept their Afrikaner ''ideals 11 

before gaining any political rights. 26 The following 

account shows the differences between the two cultures: 

[ Afrikaners] ••• people of peasant origin, speaking 
t he dialect called the 'taal,' ••• determined to stick 
to a pastoral way of life, their faith the Calvinism of 
t he seventeenth century , a people reading only the Bible, 
of which they believed every word to be divinely dic
tated, a people bitterly opposed to any change; a people 
of the saddle, the rifle, and the open air, with a high 
belief in God, a high sense of hospitality, honour and 
the moral law, strict in obs 2~vance of their code, rigid 
and unbending. Facing them was the shifting, greedy, 
kaleidoscopic world of the mining camp, of men out to 
make their fortunes quickly , men with no god but gold, 
men of a new world which had lived through the Age of 
Reason, heard t he worship of the Goddess of Reason, had 
seen the coming of machines. The Uitlanders were ham
pered at every turn by restrictions that were usually 
obsolete and often corrupt, denied any say in the govern
ment, not only of the Republic but even of the city of 
their creation, a city growing swiftly into a roaring 
cosmopolis, a city of gold mines, banks, saloons, 
gambling- dens, yet a city that was still treated by 
its rulers as a dorp in t he veld in which certain 
undesirable aliens ha d come to live.27 

26 01iver and Fage , pp . 19J -1 94 . 

27Vias on , p . 111. 
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Rhod es believed tha t a Uitlander r egi me would be more 

agr eeable with his designs f or Sou t h Afr ica . This raid 

wa s unsucces s ful a nd t he ca ptur ed pioneers were sent to 

Engl and f or trial . Thi s r aid ruined Rhodes politically . 28 

Rhodesia , without any police force since the Jameson Raid 

had recrui ted t he majority of t hem, was subject to 

Ma tabele uprisings . Troops came from South Africa and 

soon stopped the uprisings of 1896 . Rhodes went personally 

to talk to the Matabele and listened to their grievances , 

promised t hem fair treatment , and secured their surrender . 29 

In t he words of Parker : 

This was his finest hour . Rhodes stopped the 
rebe llion , saved Rhodesia , and reinstated BSA 
Company shares abroad . The Matabele had also won 
some conce s sions . But the whites were now t he 
ma ste55 • Rhodesia was theirs . They intended to 
stay . 

28011ver and Fage , p . 194 . 

29Par ke r , pp . 34- 35 . Se e also , Mason , pp . 193 - 194 . 

30Par ker , p . 35 . 



CHAPTER II 

STEP TWO: THE FUTILE ATTEMPTS TO 

SAVE THE FEDERATION 

Nyasaland and Northern Rhodesia were protectorates 

of Great Britain until t he granting of their independence 

in 1964. Nyasaland was established as a protectorate in 

189131 while Northern Rhodesia gained that status in 1924.32 

Since the founding of Rhodesia,33 it has passed 

through four distinct phases of constitutional development-

from 1890 to 1900 it was an occupied country ; from 1900 to 

1923 the British South Africa Chartered Company directly 

ruled it; f rom 1923 to 1953 it was under a responsible 

government; and, from 1953 to 1963 it was part of the 

Centr al Africa Federation. In 1923 the people had to vote 

whe t her they were to become part of the Union of South 

Africa or whether they would set up a responsible govern

ment--a government whi ch must be approved by Parliament 

and which will be responsible t o and can be dis solved by 

Parliament . The vote was granted to any British subjects 

31 1 Wil s, p. 110 . 

32David C. Mulford , Zambia ( Lond on: Oxford University 
Press, 1967), p . 4 . 

33souther n Rhodesia has been known as Rhodesia 
since Northern Rhodesia changed its name to Zambia upon 
gaining its independence in 1964 . 
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of any race with an income of £200- -the vote wa s 8 ,774 

to 5,989 i n favor of res ponsible government. 34 

Southern Rhodesia had been almost completely self

governing since 1923 with its own parliament and prime 

minister. This, the vote for greater independence within 

t he British colonial administration , and the refusal to 

join the Union of South Africa , was the first step toward 

the future federation--even though it was thirty years 

away from being a reality.35 

As early as 1945, when the Central African Council 

was forme d , attempts were being made to join the territories 

together. Both Sir Roy Welensky, leader of the white 

unofficial members in the Northern Rhodesian Legislative 

Council and Sir Godfrey Huggins , Prime Minister of Southern 

Rhodesia, supported this council. However , since it had no 

legislative powers it proved to be unsatisfactory . 

Then, in 1949 t here were discussions concerning the 

joini ng of Nyasaland and the Rhodesias in a Central African 

Federation. The d iscussion was led by Sir Godfrey , Roy 

Welensky , and re pre s entatives from Nyasaland. Nothing 

cons t r uc t ive came f rom t his meeting . In fact, since the 

34Todd , p . 40 ; New York Times, November 7 , 1923 
(for vote) ; and , Wills , p . 247 (on who could v ote) . 

35 11 Afr ican Federat ion , " The Atlantic Monthly , CXCI 
(Apr il , 1953 ) , p . 20 . 
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whites refused to include the blacks in this unofficial 

conference , it did much to undermine the confidence of 

the black political leaders in the proposed federation . 

Another meeting was called in 1951 with a few important 

general matters agreed upon but otherwise little headway 

was made . The Bri tish Government in June , 1951 , issued 

an official paper on the structure for a federal govern

ment . It would include a six-man cabinet and a unicameral 

legislature of thirty-five members--seventeen fr om Southern 

Rhodesia , eleven from Northern Rhodesia , and seven from 

Nyasaland. 

A series of conferences and debates took place in 

which the Africans said they wished to have nothing t o do 

with the federationo They continually refus ed t o attend 

any conferences held in London . The Africans said they 

were already under white domination in their own country 

and feared that white supremacy would increase if a 

fe deration were formed . 

A revised edition of the Briti sh plan came up as a 

referendum on April 9 , 1953 in Southern Rhodesia . The 

vote was in favor of the referendum by 25 , 570 to 14 , 729-

the few blacks that could vote--42936 and 600 colored37 __ 

3611Africa: The Middle Way , " Newsweek , XLI (April 20, 
1953) , p . 52 . 

37 11 Federation Leaders , " Life , XXX IV (!'fay 4 , 1953) , 
p . 158 . (Colored refers to those of mixed birth . ) 
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stood firmly against it . The vote for federation a lso 

passed i n Northern Rhodesia and Nyasaland but not without 

reservations on t he behalf of some from both races . 38 

Federation was accepted by Southern Rhodesian whites 
for economic reasons ; by Northern Rhodesian whites •• • 
for political reasons , because it redu ced t he chances 
of Northern Rhodesia's becoming an all-black African 
state; and by whi tes in Nyasaland for both economi c 
and political reasons . It was welcomed by Southern 
Rhode sian Africans because it seemed t o lessen the 
danger of Southern Rhodesian links with South Afri ca ; 
and it met with a lukewarm , and i n many cases down
ri ght hostile , reception from Africans in Northern 
Rhodesia and Nyasaland because they felt that t o j oin 
Sou t he rn Rhodesia brought t hem nearer to South Africa 
and its policies . 39 

One item , for which the revised plan cal l ed , was 

to provide safeguards for African land rights and a t l east 

six of the thirty-five member legislature must be black 

Africans; after all , this interracial partnership was to be 

between 175 , 000 white Africans and 6 , 000,000 bla ck Africans o 

All three nations had reservations toward this fe deration . 

In Southern Rhodesia , the white Africans contended that t hey 

must retain strict supremacy while the Northern Rhode s ian 

blacks feared t hat t hi s federation would end any hope of 

real self-government . The Nyasaland bush-village natives 

38Alzada Comstock , 11 British Africa , 11 Current History , 
XXV (July , 1953) , pp . 25 - 26 . Al so , Ke nneth Kirkwood , 
"British Central J\ frica : Politics Unde r Fede r ation , 11 

The Annals , CC XCVIII Oia rch , 1955) , pp . 1JJ -1 J6 . 

39Dav i d JI'; . Cole , "black States or Partnership? 11 

The Atlantic f11onthl \· , CCII I (April , 1959 ), P• 7 . 
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t hought t hat the white set t le r s were t rying t o cu t t hem off 

f rom the prote ct i on of Que en Eli zabe th I I --Nya sala nd a nd 

Northern Rhodesia were protectorates and had voluntarily 

placed themselves under the protection of the United 

Kingdom . 40 One can understand that white man 's need for 

supremacy when one looks at the population of the three 

territories--Southern Rhodesia had 140,000 whites of 

European stock and 1,500,000 blacks; Northern Rhodesia 

consisted of 40 ,000 whites and 1,500,000 blacks--twice as 

large in area as Southern Rhodesia ; finally, the smallest 

in area and nearly one fourth of which is Lake Nyasa , is 

Nyasaland which had a small white populati on of 4,000 whites 

and 2,250,000 blacks . 41 

In order to safeguard the blacks an Afri can Affa irs 

Board was established . It would consist of a chairman and 

one white and black from each of the territories. This 

board would have the power to demand that the United 

Kingdom Government and Parliament had to rule on any leg

islation that might involve discrimination between the 

whites a nd blacks to the d isadvantage of the latter . 42 

40 11 Afr i ca : The Mi dd l e Wa y , 11 p . 52 . Also see , 
11Af ri can Fede r a tion , 11 pp . 21 -22. 

4 111Afri can Federa tion , 11 p . 20 . 

4 2Ibi d . , p . 21. 
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There were also economi c advantages to thi s 

federati on . The communicat i ons and i n terstate tra ns 

portation could be i ntegr a ted and many bureaus and 

admi ni s trative and exe cutive functions could be consolidated . 

Nyasa land would be able to supply the labor to be used in 

the Rhodesias--

The grea tes t single contribution this protectorate 
can ma ke to her own and the whole area ' s prosperity 
will be the regular annual flow southwards and west
wards of surplus native labor to meet the neads of 
the growing industries of the two Rhodesias . j 

Besides the labor resource Nyasaland also produced tea, 

cotton , tobacco and soybeans . Too, this country supplied 

most of t he fresh fish in this region since nearly a 

quarter of the country was lake Nyasa . Northern Rhodesia 's 

i mportant mineral resources were copper, zinc, lead, and 

cobalt ores ; generally , these had large producti on units-

copper would be t he economic mainstay of the Federation . 

Southern Rhodesia ' s mineral resources included gold , mica , 

chrome , asbestos , silver , coal , iron , pyrites , limestone, 

and tungsten . Ot her i mportant resources were tobacco--in 

1952 t heir export of this product , the most i mportant one, 

va l ued ~250 , 000 , 000--and huge herds of cattle, s heep and 

pi gs . Southern Rhodesia had gr eater European population 

4Jib i d ., p. 20 . 
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becaus e Britain had per mitted more extensive development 

of the vast mi neral and other r e s ources . 44 

On August 1 , 1953 the Order in Council was signed 

by Queen Elizabeth II to set up the Federation of Rhodesia 

and Nyasaland . 45 A Governor- General was at the head of 

t he structure but the substances of power laid within the 

limi ts of t he Prime Minister and the Federal Executive of 

six chosen from t he Federal Assembly--these were all white 

Africans. The other structures of government were a 

Federal Assembly , which has been discussed , a Federal 

Supreme Court, and a Federal Public Servi ce. 46 

In September, 1953 Sir Godfrey Huggins was sworn 

in at Sa lisbury , Southern Rhodesia, as interim Prime 

Minister of the Federation of Rhodesia and Nyasaland . 

Sir Godfre y , a surgeon , had come from Britain thirty 

years previously for a rest and decided to stay. For 

t he last twenty years he had been Prime Minister of 

Southern Rhodes ia . 47 In December 195J .an election was 

held to elect a Prime Minister . Huggins was victori ous 

44 Ibid ., and "Rear-Guard Action in Africa," 
Business Week , Febr uary 21, 1953 , p . 166 . 

45Keith I rv ine , "The Central African Federa tion," 
Current His tory , XXX (Ma y , 1956) , pp . 285- 29 2. 

46Kirkwood , "British Central Af r i ca : Poli tics 
Under Federation , 11 p . 136 . 

47 11 ew State s , " Ti me , LXI I (s eptember 21, 1954) , 
p . 40 . 
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in this electi on . The seats in the first Parliament were 

distributed as follows : twenty-four Federalists--Huggins ' 

party , one Conf ederate and one Independent . The plan of 

Huggins was to follow Rhodes ' idea of equal rights for all 

civi lized men but he said that 11 ••• a color bar is still 

ne cessary in primitive Africa, but gradually they hope to 

remove it, as the Negroes 1come of age,1 1148 

The whites in Cental Africa had the tendency to 

divide on two issues: "the acceptance or otherwise of 

the Crown and the ' Br itish connection, 1 and the control 

and regulation of relations between whites and Africans 

in Africa . 1149 A minority of the whites t hat kept close 

ties with South Africa--Afrikaans-speaking--were opposed 

to any external interference on behalf of the blacks 

and were traditionally segregationists; however, there 

was an i mportant minority of these that were liberals 

and non-racialists . The majority of whites were English

speaking and were d ivided between those of British South 

African origin and those directly from the United Kingdom. 

4811 victory for Partnership," Time , LXII (December 28, 
1953 ) , p . 24 . 

49Kirkwood , "Brit ish Central Africa : Poli tics 
Under Federation , 11 p . 131 . 
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In general , they wanted to keep close ties with Britain 

but opposed any interference with the native policy. They 

also wanted to recognize the differences between the blacks 

and whites and a significant minority supported a policy 

of apartheid--Boer word meaning segregation . SO 

All was not going well in the Federation! As early 

as 1955 Nyasaland ' s moderate African Minister of Parliament, 

Manoah Chirwa, was saying that it was a "Black state" and 

should.be out of the Federation . He was supported in this 

demand by the Nyasaland African National Congress and 

Mr . Van Eeden , a M. P. who represented the Afrikaaner 

view in the Federation . Mr . Van Eeden said they were 

an economic liability and should be turned babk to the 

Colonial Office . 51 

Many racial problems beset the Federation . First 

of all the blacks we re permitted only six members in the 

Federal Parliament to represent them--two from each 

territory . Also , there we re voting restrictions placed 

upon them. In Nyasaland only the nine thousand European 

and Asians could vote , while in Northern Rhodesia the 

voting qualification was dependent upon a yearly income of 

$672, the ability to read and write English , and the 

SOibid . 

51rrvine , "'rhe Central African Feder at ion, 11 p . 290 . 
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a cquisit i on of British citizenship , which required a fee. 

In Southern Rhodesia the situation was similar although 

being more of an agricultural area the Afri cans were less 

politically awakened--they already had the status of 

citizens . One way that the white minority had been able 

to limit the racial trouble was by refusing to permit 

Negro leaders to leave their respective areas to confer 

with other Negro leaders in other areas. Also , Negroes 

from South Africa were prohibited to immigrate into the 

Federation . 

The copper strike in 1955 was another major racial 

and social conflict which hurt all three parties involved-

the companies, the white unions , and the black strikers. 

The strike o~curred because the yearly average earnings of 

a white underground worker was $6 ,272 while the yearly 

average earnings of a black underground worker was $392 . 

When the strike was over, two months later, the black worker 

had to return to work at the same wages as before . About 

a quarter of the men were di scharged because other men 

had been hired to replace them during the strike . 52 

Another sore spot was the expenditure on health , 

housing , and education. In education , the amount spent 

on white and black children was approximately the same; 

52 Ibid ., pp . 287 - 290 . 
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however , there were nearly three hundred black children 

to every white child . The same comparison can be made 

in health and housing . 

Other racial tension occurred because of rigid 

censorship upon films , radio programs , and literature , 

refusal to allow Negroes to enter the armed forces , and 

segregation and/or restrictions in restaurants , on rail

roads , buses , and public post offices . SJ 

Tension , however , is not confined to that existing 
between the different racial communities; it also 
exists inside them . On the African side tribal feuds 
from the old days are often carried over into modern 
life , while

54
on the European side new feuds have been 

initiated . 

The severest feud among the white Africans occurred 

between Si r Roy \velensky , Prime Minister of the Federation 

from 1956 until its end in 1963 , and Mr . Garfield Todd , 

Prime Minister of Southern Rhodesia from 195J until 1958 . 

Mr . Todd was more pro-black than most and this dissatisfied 

the maj ority of white leaders . 55 He had made some headway 

in his determination to help t he Negro . He won grudging 

approval from his party , United Rhodesia Party , on certain 

voting privileges for 6 , 000 Negroes . These in order to 

5Jibi d ., pp . 290-291 . 

54Kei th Irvine , "Perspective on Central Africa, 11 

Current History . XX,CIV (June , 1958) , p . JJl. 

55 Ibi d . 



26 

qualify , had to have an education equivalent to our high 

school sophomore or a monthly income of fifty-six 

dollars . 56 In t he five years as Prime Minister of 

Southern Rhodesia , Todd became something of a saint to the 

92 per cent of the population--Negroes--because of his 

fight to advance their politi cal ri ghts.57 While Mr. Todd 

was on vacation in 1958 , Sir Roy persuaded Mr . Todd 's 

cabinet to resign . 

The i mmediate cause of the crisis occurred when 

Todd announced his intention of advancing the basic wages 

of the black workers. The remoter cause was the conflict 

between the Rhodesian Selection Trust and the Anglo

American Corporation of South Africa. The Rhodesian 

Selection Trust was an Anglo-American concern that favored 

American theories of management and production while the 

Anglo-American Corporation of South Africa was controlled 

by Harry Oppenheimer who followed more of the South African 

industrial conduct. Todd supported the RST while Welensky 

supported the AA CSA. Black Africans , Americans, and 

Britishers supported Todd while South Africans and white 

Central Africans supported Welensky . 

56 11 Who's a Liberal?" Time , LXX I (January 27 , 1958), 
pp . 26 , 29 . --

5711 sad Day , 11 Ti me t LXXI (February 24 , 1958) , p . 27. 



Sir Edgar Whi tehead was called back from the 

Federation's Washington office to replace Mr. Todd, a 

f ormer missionary , as prime minister . However , Mr. Todd 

was too valuable to lose because of his influence with 

overseas investors and the Negroes , so he was appointed 

Southern Rhodesian Minister of labor and Social Welfare . 

The crisis , therefore , was arrested but not resolved . 58 

27 

Sir Edgar Whitehead was an Oxford-educated moderate . 

He was not a Member of Parliament so he would only be able 

to serve as prime minister for four months unless he won a 

seat as M. P. His party decided to run him in the election 

in a suburb of Bulawayo , Hillside . His opponent , 

Jack Pain of the Dominion Party surprised the United Federal 

Party of Whitehead by winning 692 votes to the Federal 

Party ' s 604 votes . 59 Whitehead immediately dissolved 

parliament and called for new general elections for June , 

1958 . 60 Whitehead won the general election but his party 

lost many of the seats in the Southern Rhodesian Parliament 

58rrvine , "Perspective on Central Africa , 11 p . 332 . 
See also , Todd 9 pp . 51-63 . 

59The Dominion Party supported a policy of stricter 
white supremacy . 

60 11 upset North of the Limpopo , " Time , LXXI 
(April 28 , 1958 ) , p . 32 . 



to the Dominion Party--i t now had thirteen seat s to the 

United Federal 's seventeen seats . 61 

In the Federati on, the second election of its 

history took place in November , 1958 . 62 This , on the 

surface , was to have been a favor for the Negroes --their 

representation had been increased from six to twelve 

when the Legislative Ass embly was increased from thirty

five to fifty - nine members. 

To qualify for the general roll to elect all 
candidates , includ ing Europeans , a voter had to have 
an income of $148 a month , and few blacks came near 
to making even a third of that . A new special roll 
for black candidates requires only $35 a month , but 
special voters could choose only Africans, and these 
were to be elected only by a combination of the two 
rolls . b3 

Welensky won and his party gained forty-six out 

28 

of t he fifty-nine seats . Nine seats were obtained by the 

Domi ni on Party which received J5 per cent of the vote. 64 

From February to March , 1959 , riots occurred in 

the Federation . Fifty were killed , many injured , and 

numerous people were arrested . This opposition was led 

61 " A ~✓ inter ' s Ta le , 11 Ti me , LXXI ( June 16 , 1958) , 
p . 27 . 

62The first vote was in De cember , 1953 when Sir 
Godfr ey was elected to office . In 1956 , Huggins resigned 
and Sir Roy , Deput y Prime Minister , replaced him . 

6311 The White Knight , " Time , LXXII (November 24 , 
1958) , pp . 29 , 31. 

64 Ibid ., p . Jl. 
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by Dr . Ha.stings Banda , leader of the African National 

Congress of Nyasaland , who insisted that Nyasaland pull 

out of the Federation and have a maj ority-rule . He then 

said he would join Tanganyika and Kenya in order to set up 

a "black republic , 1165 Banda was arrested March .3, 66 along 

with 249 other nationalist leaders. In Northern Rhodesia , 

the Zambia African Congress was closed down and its leaders 

we re arrested . The Congress chief, Kenneth Kaunda, who 

split with Banda, demanded "one-man, one-vote" but wanted 

to get this right by use of nonviolence. 67 

Southern Rhodesia had educated more black Africans 

than any of the other territories--in fact , it had the 

highest literacy rate south of the Sahara. In spite of 

this, not a single black African was in the Southern 

Rhodesian legislature and none were in the Civil Service. 

The whi tes of Southern Rhodesia were afraid that if any 

were let into legislative or important positions then 

soon they would demand more rights . Of course, since 

Southern Rhodesia dominated the Federal Assembl y and 

6511Afr ica --The Black and the White ," Newsweek , 
LIII (March 9 , 1959) , p . 42 . 

66 The Nyasaland African Nationa l Congre ss was charged 
with major responsibility . Dr . Banda was imprisoned from 
r arch , 1959 until April, 1960 . 

67 11 The Roots of Terror , 11 Newsweek , LIII (March 16 , 
1959) , p . 42 ; and , "The Dream Crumbles , " Newsweek , LIII 
March 2J , 1959) , p . 47 . 



JO 
Cabinet , their pol i cies hindered the advanceme nt of 

bla cks in i mportant and political positions in the other 

t wo territor i es . 68 

Perhaps the major cause f or fai l ure of t he Federation 

could be l aid at t he fee t of the white Southern Rhodes i ans 

because of their r a cial bi ases and restrictions . 

The Feder at i on can be broken down into three 

peri ods: 

1) From 1953 to 1957 - period of growing African 

d i si llusionment . A proposal had been made to increase the 

size of t he assembly and to make certain changes in the 

system of representation . The African Affairs Board 

objected strongly but was overruled by the British govern

ment. I t was probably this decision that caused the African 

and pro-African to distrust the federal concept . 

2) From 1957 to 1960 - active and sometimes violent 

oppos i ti on was f elt , sta rt ing i n Nyasaland . In 1960 , the 

Mon ckton Commi ssion was set up by Brita in to review the 

Federation a nd t o make recommendations . It stated , in 

Oct ober of 1960, t ha t di ssolution would be undes i r a ble but 

that t he individual territories s hould be gi ven the right 

to secede . This was the be ginning of t he end of t he 

Fed erati on ! 

68 
No iv:. Shamuyarira , "The Coming Showdown in 

Central ..A frica , 11 Foreign Af f a irs , XXXI X (January , 1961 ) , 
pp . 294- 296 . 



3) From 1 960 to 1963 - on De cember Jl , 1963, the 

Federation ceased to exist . 69 Banda attended a mock 

funeral in Blantyre, Nyasaland to celebrate its ending . 

Si r Roy We lensky retired to his farm near Salisbury in 

order to write his memoirs . ?O 
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In December 1962 , Britain gave Nyasaland permission 

to secede . Dr . Banda and his Malawi Congress Party-- his 

other party had been banned in 1959--headed this break 

and got an internally self-governing constitution in 1963 . 

It gained its independence on July 5, 1964 and was 

renamed Malawi . 71 

In Northern Rhodesia the break was a little more 

complex . There , one sees conflicts between the two tribal 

organizations of Harry Nkumbula , African National Congress , 

and Kenneth Kaunda , United National Independence Party . 

It was not until there was a coalition between the two 

that success was achieved . The u. N. I . P . won sweeping 

victories in Northern Rhodesia ' s first elections in 1963 . 

It attained internal self- g overnment in January , 1964 and 

became an independ ent nation on October 24 , 1964 . It 

6 9F . M. Go willson , "The Rhodesias and Nyasaland , 11 

Current Hi story , XLVI ( March , 1964) , pp . 152- 153 -

?0New York Times , January 1 and 2 , 1964 . 

71Ibid ., Ju l y 6 , 1 964 a n d Willson , 11 The Rhodesias 
and Nyasaland , 11 p . 15J . 
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was renamed Zambia . 72 Kenneth Kaunda was sworn in as 

President on October 25, 1964.73 

Southern Rhodesia's situation was much more 

complicated than that of the other territories . It 

remained an European dominated government with black 

influence increasing but outside of the governmental 

framework. In 1961, Sir Edgar Whitehead negotiated a new 

consti tution and franchise but the black African refused 

to participate in the first general election held under 

it in December, 1962 . In this election he wanted to 

repeal the La.nd Apportionment Act and to make segregation 

in public places illegal. Without the black support , he 

was defeated and replaced by Winston Field , of the 

Rhodesia Front Party . 74 Field resigned on April 13 , 1964 

and was replaced by Ian Smith , Minister of the Treasure , 

on April 14 , 1964 . Ian Smith was the fourth Prime Minister 

in seven years and by far the most racially minded . 75 

A major problem of disunity in Southern Rhodesia 

was between two Negroes , Joshua Nkomo and Ndabaningi 

Sithole . Nkomo had mass support in his organization 

72willson , "The Rhodesias and Nyasaland , 11 pp . 154- 155 . 

73New York Ti me s, October 2 , 1964 . 

74 willson , 11 The Rhodes ias and Nyasaland , 11 PPo 154-155 . 

75 New York Ti mes , April 13 and 14 , 1964 . 



called the People ' s Caretaker Council and Sithole was the 

choice of many Negr o intellectuals in his party of the 

Zi mbabwe African Nati onal Uni on . 76 

33 

Southern Rhodes ia pressed for independence but was 

refused since Britain ' s policy of granting independence was 

based upon majority-rule--only two states had been granted 

independence in violation of this principle . 77 

Economically speaking , the Federation was successful 

to a great e x tent . It attracted considerable outside 

investment; weathered the world slump in copper prices; 

began to diversify its economy; and, completed the world ' s 

largest hydroelectric plant on the Zambezi River.78 

Communications, health , and educational social services 

were expanded at a rate which would not have been pos-sible 

without federation; furthermore , custom tariffs on manu

facture d g oods were lowered . Also, the blacks ' income was 

raised from £ 35 in 1953 to 1 43 by 1957. 79 

76 The blacks want to chang e the name of Rhodesia to 
Zimbabwe if they e ver g et majority-rule. Zimbabwe is the 
name of a thousand year old ruins of a civilization of 
master artisans wh o apparently traded with places as far 
away as China . 

77 Willson , " The Rh ode sias and Nyasaland , 11 pp . 154-155. 
( See f ootnote # 95 concerning majority -rule . ) 

7 8The Kariba Dam projec t cost nearly $660 ,000,000. 

7 9David M. Cole , "Black State or Partnership?" p . 76; 
and N. M. Shamuyarira , "The Coming Showd own in Central .Africa , 11 

p . 29 5 . 
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As of March, 1964, the only link maintained was the 

Central African Airways to be continued as a three-territory 

governmental organization . The two Rhodesias agreed jointly 

to handle the airways and the Kariba Dam. 80 

• • • there are enough economic factors entangling 
the territories ••• but without a basis of common 
political sympathy on the primary issue of maj ority 
rule, the prospect of a ne~

1
federation is a cloud far 

smaller than a man ' s hand . 

80wills on, "The Rhodesias and Nyasaland ," p . 180. 

81 Ibid. 



CHAPTER I I I 

STEP THREE : UNILA TERAL DECLA RA TI ON 

OF I NDEPENDENCE 

The quest for Rhodesian independence started as 

early as November , 1963 when Prime Minister Field sent 

an emi s sar y to London with the mission of demanding 

independence for Rhodesia . As was pointed out to 

Sir Alex Douglas-Home , the Prime Minister of Great Britain, 

why would i t be fair to grant independence to backward and 

insolvent Nyasaland and wi t hhold it from the well- developed 

country of Rhodesia , which had been s e lf - governing since 

1923? 

I n Parliament , t hey said t hey woul d have to discuss 

t he problem with other Commonwealth nations--never before 

had Bri t a i n consul ted them about her problems . This would 

i nclude such personage s a s Pr e s ident Nkrumah of Ghana , 

Dr . Ba nda of Nyasaland , Mr . Kenyat t a of Kenya--ones that 

Rhode s ia knew would never v ot e for Rh odes i an inde pendence 

unde r white d ominati on s ince these were bl a cks who had 

f ought f or t hei r freed om from t he whites o 

Rhode s ia was feeling ve r y anti - Bri t i s h a nd wondering 

what i t could d o . Many Rhodes i ans favored join ing wi t h Sou t h 

Africa bu t South Af rica no longer wanted Rhodes i a in 

her uni on . Th is wou l d have meant twelve more blacks f or 
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every white . Neither could the whites compromise with the 

blacks since the blacks now d emanded full power. The 

world seemed to be against Rhodesia. 82 

On April 13, 1964 Field resigned as Prime Minister 

after saying that he had been requested to do so in order 

to make way for someone else who perhaps would move things 

along a little more quicker than he. That someone was 

Ian Smi th, Deputy Prime Minister and Treasury Minister. 

Ian Smith was a former RAF pilot and the first Rhodesian 

b orn Prime Minister. His cabinet was made up of ardent 

segregati onists. 

Smith announced that he would continue to seek 

independence but if cirucmstances forced him to do so he 

mi ght have to take other measures. The British were afraid 

that this would lead to another possible "Boston Tea Party" 

held in Salisbury 83--the "Salisbury Tea Party?" 

However, Smith wa s not likely to carry out his 

t hreat since his Rhodesia Front party only held a five-

seat maj ori t y in the sixty-five seat Parliament--he would 

probably have been unable to get enough support. Other 

reasons would be that Britain paid high prices for Rhodesi a 's 

82Elspeth Hux ley , " No Flowers for Welensky I s Ba.by ," 
National Review , XVI (January 28 , 1964), p. 66. 

8J 11 Another Tea Party , " Newsweek , LXI II (April 27, 
1964) , p . 54 . Also see , "Tougher Line in Africa," 
Q. ~. News~ World Re port , LVI (April 27 , 1964 ), pp. 15-16. 
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mainstay product of tobacco and loss of this product's 

market would be e conomically damaging . Independence could 

also be costly in terms of a possible economic boycott. 

Neither could he count on active support from South Africa-

Verwoerd had too many problems of his own . 84 

The black African leaders under Joshua Nkomo reacted 

violently to Smith ' s announcement . Nkomo demanded British 

intervention but was quickly silenced by being "whisked 

away by plane to a remote detention center in dense bush 

and lion country in the southeast corner of the colony . 1185 

When the blacks heard of his arrest they rioted in their 

towns. However , this did not deter Smith from his proposed 

policy . 

In May , 1964 , Garfield Todd , a former Prime Minister , 

visited the United Nations asking them to do something 

about the situation . He told the delegation that the white 

man had held on to the power in Afri ca when it should be 

the black African in power . 

Todd also surprised the people by announcing that 

he had joined Africa ' s largest black African political 

party--People ' s Caretaker Council . This , along with his 

request for United Nations intervention , surprised the 

8411 New Range Boss, 11 Time , L-XXXIII (April 24, 1964 
pp . 35-36 . --

8511Another Tea Party , 11 p . 540 
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delegation because he was white a nd also a forme r Prime 

Minister. 86 Why t hi s should surpr ise t hem t he wr iter of 

this paper does not unders t and . After a ll, Todd was a 

former miss i onary and very pro-black whi le he was Prime 

Minis t er--that was why he was r equested to res i gn! 87 The 

United Nations de legat i on voted nineteen to zero and 

requested tha t Br itain give ma jority-rule t o the blacks. 88 

When Ia n Smith and his "cowboy government 11 89 

announced its future poli cy in 1964 of seeking Rhode s ian 

independence unde r its ex isting regime it put external 

pressures on Britain t o intervene . Prime Minister 

Douglas-Home invited Ian Smith to go t o Lond on f or talks 

but t his invitation was temporarily turned d own because 

of Smith' s irritation a t not being permitted a seat at 

t he Commonwealth ' s Prime Ministers t Conference that had 

been held i n July . There was no way of f orcing Smith t o 

attend t hi s confere n ce s ince all officials in Rhodesia 

except the High Commiss i oner--this was purely a diplomati c 

86 ,,Bl ack and Whi te , " News we ek , LXIII (Ma y 11 , 
1964) , p . 47 . 

87Mr . Todd was arrested in October , 1965 and sen
tenced to re ma in on his ranch , 250 miles from S~ lisbur y , 
for a year . "The Desparate Missi on , 11 Time , LXXXVI 
(Oct ober , 29 , 1965) , Po Jl . --

8811 Blacl{ and. \~hite , 11 pp . 47 -48 . 

89They are called this because his party consis t ed 
mostly of ranche rs . "New Range Boss , 11 p . 35 . 
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position--were Rhodesians . Br itain had no police force or 

troops in Rhodesia- -these , too , were made up of Rhodesians . 

The only way f or Br i ta i n f orceful ly t o take over Rhode s i a 

was t o l and troops in Za mbia a nd then cross the Zambesi 

River. Br i tain did not want to take this line of act i on . 90 

However , Smith d id a ttend a conference in September and 

s eemed to have changed his mind , at least temporari ly , over 

inde pendence wi thout British consent . He even agreed with 

Sir Alex that independence should be based on bla ck 

consent , too . While Smith was taking a moderate stand in 

Lond on hi s government in Sali.sbury was taking an even 

stricter white supremacy stand than before- -rai s ing 

financial qualifications which would disfranchise more 

bla cks . 91 

Sir Roy Welensky , who ha d been writing his memoirs 

sin ce t he end of t he Federa tion t en months before , decided 

to run f or a seat in Par liament from t he white Arundel con

s tituency of Sa li sbury . He had a l ways taken a moderate stand 

on t he r acial s ituat ion a nd favored a policy of a ttaining 

gr adual mu l ti r a cial society . He f el t that he could de feat 

Clifford Dupont , the Deputy Prime Minis ter . However, t his 

90 11 Rhodesia , 11 The Atlantic Monthl y , CCXIV 
(September , 1964) , p . 19 . 

9111 Defused , 11 Newsweek , LXIV ( September 12 , 1964 ) , 
p . 56 . 



was not the case--Dupont defeated Sir Roy by a vote of 

1 , 076 to 633. This seemed to prove that a majority of 

the whites were supporting Smith 's policies of complete 

white rule in Rhodesia . 9 2 
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Ian Smith was progressing well towards declaring 

unilateral independence--U . D. I. --when Harold Wilson was 

chosen as Prime Minister of Britain . Wilson believed 

that Smith was getting out of hand so he gave a warning to 

the people hoping they would block Smith . He said on the 

broadcast by the BBC 's African news service: 

••• that a unilateral declaration of independence 
would be •treasonable ••• an open act of defiance 
and rebellion.• What ' s more , said Wilson , the economic 
consequences of such an act •would be disastrous .• 
Implicit in this statement was the threat that Britain , 
currently a main consumer of Rhodesia 's tobacco and 
beef, would cease its purchases if Rhodesia declared 
independence . 93 

On November 5, Smith held a referendum in order to 

see what the people would choose to do on the question of 

their independence . Those qualified to vote were 90,000 

whites and 10 , 000 blacks . Smith also said he would get 

the opinion of the other 3 , 690 , 000 blacks by calling 

together the 6 22 tribal chiefs and headmen . 

9 211 Sir Roy 's last Throw , 11 Newsweek , LXIV (October 12, 
1 964 ) , p . 56 • 

93 11 Two Tough Men , " News week, LXI V ( November 9 , 1964), 
p. 51. 
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For five solid days the chiefs listened to official 
promises of increased pay , paid tribute to their 
importance, cursed Rhodesia's suppressed black national
ist parties as ' wild dogs and hyenas, ' and occasionally 
inquired why the Queen hadn't come down from London. 
At the end of it all they learned they had just voted 

4 622 to O 'to cut the strings that tie us to Britain. 1 9 

Harold Wilson delivered a final ultimatum to Smith 

and to the press so that the people would get the message. 

In t his ultimatum he stated that only the British govern

ment and the Parliament could grant independence and if 

Smith went ahead with his plan that Rhodesia would be 

ousted from the Commonwealth and that they would lose 

their British citizenship.95 After this announcement, 

Smith said that he would not take the November 5 election 

returns as permission to de clare unilateral independence 

but would use the returns in order to negotiate for 

independence peacefully . So, for a while, Smith meekly 

succumbed to the pressures put on by another strong man, 

Harold Wilson. 96 

Meanwhile, in Rhodesia, things were not going well 

for the blacks. There were tactics planned by t he whites 

9411 chris t mas Postponed ," Time, LXXXIV (November 6, 
1964 ) , p . 2 8 . 

95The only two nations ever granted independence 
without majority-rule by Great Britain were South Africa and 
Zanzibar. Robert E. Hughes , "Powder Keg in Rhodesia: I ," 
The Chr istian Centur y , LXXXI I (February 17, 1965), p. 208. 

9611 Christmas Postponed ," p . 28 and "Two Tough Men," 
pp . 51-52 . 
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to des troy African nationalism . These included such things 

as an "African nationalist" (black) stoning the house of a 

black moderate parliamentarian--it turned out to be a white 

policeman in disguise; and , leaflets were being dropped 

supposedly by black nationalists threatening the chiefs 

with death after the blacks took over the government--these 

were being printed by the white government press.97 

As the saying goes , "all 's fair in love and war!" 

Blacks were also losing some of their former 

privileges as Smi th was preparing for total white supremacy. 

During October , over 3 ,000 blacks were arrested in Salisbury , 

though this was not printed in the locally suppressed news. 

Blacks were also being resegregated in the public facilities 

in Bulawayo ; and, in Salisbury, the restaurants, all but two, 

were resegregated while schools had halted integration.9 8 

Things were not even going well with the internal 

balance for some of the white Africans either . For the 

first seven months of 1964 things were looking rather 

bleak . Uncertainty and the sharp rise in the cost of living 

caused an average of a thousand a month to emigrate from 

Rhodesia to South Africa , En g land , or other countries that 

97Russell w. Howe , '' Rebellion in Rhodesia ? 11 The 
New Re public , CLI ( Novembe r 14 , 1964) , p . 13 ; and , Russell 
W. Howe , "Rebellion Br ews in Rhodesia , " The Re porter , XXXII 
(June 3 , 1965), p . 26 . -

9Blbido 



t hey considered to be more desirable than Rhodesia in its 

present conditi on. Rhodesia also declined in capital 

investments , the construction of new buildings, and the 

development of new companies. It was the common belief 

of the white African that once independence was established 

t hen confidence and . economic security would be restored.99 

More restrictions were being placed on certain white 

Africans who were actively supporting the blacks believing 

in majority rule. The only daily newspaper banned was the 

Daily News which supported black nationalism. Two editors 

of other newspapers were arrested and put on trial for 

printing material that the government believed would hurt 

their cause. In a way, this may have been a bad move 

because by restricting freedom of the press many whites, who 

previously had not really publicly expressed disapproval, 

became ups et. When this censorship of the press occurred 

the Rhodesian Guild of Journalists and forty-eight of the 

fifty professors at the University of Rhodesia and Nyasaland 

protested that t his was the first step in making the news 

medi~ an instrument f or government propaganda.lOO 

99 Hughes , "Powder Keg in Rhode s ia : I , 11 p. 208 . 

l OOMost of Smith's white support came from "• •• a 
small stratum of rich , not very literate tobacco farmers 
and a horde of poor whites ." What white opposition remained 
came from " • •• big money , •• • university and to more 
recent emigrants from England •••• 11 Howe , "Rebellion 
in Rhodesia? 11 p . l J . 
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About the only major institution not restricted for 

a long time was the Christian church. However , this came 

to an end when it be gan publicly to support the blacks and 

to hol d public prayer meetings for the blacks on this issueo 

Eventually, some churchmen were deported and this caused the 

other church leaders and missi onaries to participate in 

peaceful marches and demonstrations in support of the 

deported missionaries .lOl 

By May 7, 1965, Smith 's party of Rhodesian Front was 

firmly in control of the As sembly . Smith soundly defeated 

his opponent, David Butler, and gained control of ail fifty 

white seats in the sixty-five member ABs embly--fifteen were 

reserved to represent the blacks . 102 The Nati onal People ' s 

Party gained ten of the remaining fifteen seats with the 

other five going to independents . The new opposition leader 

was Josiah Gondo. There were two voting rolls: 11A11 roll 

had the requirements of an income of · 2,000 a year and a 

literacy test--2,256 blacks registered on this roll; and, 

"B" roll had the requirements of an income of $355 a year 

and a primary school education--10, 623 blacks and one white 

registered--the average black income is less than $300. 103 

101 Robert E. -Hughes, "Powder Keg in Rhodesia: II, 11 

The Christian Century , LXXXII (February 24 , 1965), pp . 240-
242. 

102 11 Bust or Black? " Time , LXXXV (Ma y 14, 1965), p. 40 . 

l03 Howe , "Rebell i on Brews in Rhodesia," p . 26 . 
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As U. D. I . approached , feelings we re running high 

in Rhodesia and Britain . Ian Smith went to London to dis

cuss any possible way of gaining independence. The same 

demands were made: Smith demanded white rule while Wils on 

demanded majority-rule (black) . Smith told a London press 

conference before leaving : 

We believe the dangers attached to doing nothing 
a r e wors e than t he dange rs attached to u. D. I . If 
we have to get out of our country , we would rather 
go out fighting than crawling on our hands and 
knees . 10 

Smith d id offer to compromise with Wilson on the 

following points: Smith was willing to add a senate of 

twelve chiefs to the Rhodesian legislature but, of course, 

the chiefs supported Smith ; Smith said he would grant the 

franc hise to a mi llion more blacks but he would not 

increase their representation in the Federal ABsembly which 

stands at fifteen out of sixty- five seats; and , Smith said 

he would sign a treaty guarantee i ng the sanctity of their 

present constitution which would give them control of the 

government--in about 100 years . Needless to say , Wilson 

would not accept this compromise . 105 

104"White Hot , " Time , LXXXVI (Oct ober 22, 1965) , 
p . 40 . See als o , "Rhodesia : The Rebel Fever Rises , " 
Newsweek , LXVI (October 25 , 1965) , p . 4J . 

105 11 The Desperate Mission , " p . Jl . 
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In Rhodesia , t he Tobacco Trade Association and t he 

Chamber of Commerce warned that U. D. I . would bring 

catastrophe to the nation by forci ng Bri tain to place t he 

e conomi c sanctions tha t had been t hreatened- -cutting off 

Rhodesia toba cco purchases, freezing sterling reserves, 

refus i ng t o recognize Rhodesian passports, ejection from 

t he Commonwealth and its tariff protection, and trade 

boycotts or embargoes. 106 There were others, though, who 

were getting i mpatient with Smith for not declaring u. D. I. 

They said i t was coming soon so why wait any longer. These 

were men more r adical than Smith and they would replace 

hi m if he d i d not take drastic measures. 107 With this 

being the ma jor viewpoint in Rhodesia, no wonder Smith 

would not compromise in Lond on. 

Wilson, too, had t o be careful how far he carried 

hi' s war ning on sanctions because he did not want to hurt 

t he blacks i n Rhodes i a or Zambia. Zambia could definitely 

be hur t if Rhodesia placed sa nct i ons upon it . Rhodesia 

cont r olled the main source of electri c power f r om the 

Kar i be _Da m and s uppl i ed all of the coal that Zambia needed 

106 11 White Hot , 11 p. 40 ; "Ri ght Ar ound the Corner, 11 

Ti me , LXXXVI (Octobe r 15 , 1965 ) , p . 4J ; and , "Africa on 
t he Ver ge , 11 The Na t i on , CC I ( October 25 , 1965) , p . 261. 

107 11 Not Si nce 1776 , 11 Newsweek , LXVI ( Oc t ober 18 , 
1965 ) , p . 66 . 



to power the copper mines . Rhodesia also controlled 

Zambia's main rail link to the sea. 108 

Wilson was gaining much support world-wide as was 

indicated by the United Nati ons vote of 107 to 2 in support 

of a resolution "calling upon Britain to •take all steps 

necessary ' to prevent or end the threatened Rhodesian 

rebellion . 11109 Britain did not vote because of it being 

a constitutional problem of the United Kingdom. Britain 

"said" the United Nations had no right to intervene but 

this was only a necessary technical move--Britain actually 

welcomed United Nations support . The only two nations 

supporting Rhodesia were South Africa and Port ugal--

they both faced similar problems with the blacks in 

Africa . 110 

The latter part of October , 1964 , Harold Wilson 

fl ew to Salisbury in order to talk with Smith . He was 

trying to see if the rapidly approaching U. D. I . c ould 

somehow be avoided . A three - man J oint Royal Commission 

was agreed upon but when Wilson explained it in Lond on , 

Smith said that was not what they agreed upon in Salisbury o 

Smith said this commission would see if the people wanted 

lOS" Right Around the Corner , " p . 4J . 

l09 11Africa on the Verge , 11 p . 261 . 

llOrbid . (Portugal has the two colonies of Angola 
and Mozambique. ) 



48 

inde pendence ba s ed upon their present constitution but 

Wilson said he wanted the commission to draw up a new 

constitution and present it for approval of both whites and 

blacks--Britain would retain the power to veto any action 

taken by the commission . So--no commission t lll Feelings 

were too bitter between the whites and blacks and to com

promise at that late date was not only improbable but also 

impossible . 

Smith immediately placed government controls on all 

imports--this was supposedly to halt a buying panic that 

was rapidly depleting the hard-currency reserves . A nation

wide state of emergency was declared giving massive powers 

to Smith's regime . Such powers included censorship or 

closing down of newspapers and magazines , the banning of 

public gatherings or private travel , and the closing down 

of bars and beer halls . Also, "any police officer may , 

without warrant , arrest and detain any person of whom he 

has reason to believe there are grounds which would 

justify his detention . 11112 

On November 10 , 1965 Smith forced the British 

Governor , Sir Humphrey Gibbs , to sign over his powers to 

111 11 Brita in Gropes for Ways to Dissolve an Empire," 
Business Week , October JO , 1965 , p . 27 ; and , "Opening and 
Closing the Door, 11 Time , LXXXVI (November 12 , 1965), Po J9 . 

112 11 opening and Closi ng the Door , 11 p . J9 . See 
also , "Cr ying ' Wolf ,' " Newsweek , LXVI (November 15, 1965), 
p . 62 . 



the Cabinet in case he was no longer able to function. 

This was just to get him out of office before declaring 

independence . 

Rhodesia assumed its sovereign independence on 

November 11 , 1965. At 1:15 p. m. Smith went on radio and 

said: 

In the lives of most nations, there comes a moment 
when a stand had to be made for principles •••• we 
Rhodesians have rejected the philosophy of appeasement. 
I believe that we are a courageous people and history 
has cast us in a heroic role.IlJ 

After U. D. I. was announced the United Nations 

General Assembly voted 102 to 2 to condemn it--again, South 

Africa and Portugal voted to support Rhodesia. The Security 

Council called for diplomatic boycott. 

Rhod es i a was unusually calm for just declaring 

independence. However , the liquor stores sold out of 

champagne two h ours after the proclamation. 

Smi th i mmed i ately took some protective measures to 

safeguard his country . Imports, exports and foreign travel 

were ri gidly controlled . No foreign exchange could be 

bought or sold . Local newspapers were placed under strict 

censorship and all white males of fifty-five or under could 

be called immediately , if necessary , into the territorial 

reserve. To protect Rhodesia from invasion from Zambia, 

llJ"The White Rebels ," Time , LXXXVI (November 19, 
196 5 ) , p . 44 • 
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Smith ordered troops to dig in a long the Zambezi River . 

Kaunda , President of Zambia , fearing an invasion from 

Rhodesia , d i d t he same .114 

A popular j oke in Rhodesia about this time was: 

"Why are the British like ripe bananas?" "Because they are 

yellow , crooked and turning black. 11 115 

Albert J . Meyers of the g. £•News~ World Report 

was in d owntown Salisbury fifteen minutes after Rhodesia's 

u. D. I . This is what a white Rhodesian said to him: 

Well , what d o you think now, Yank? You Americans 
d id it in 1776 , and now we've done it. We will make 
it all right, don 't you worry . We are now the buffer 
state between black Africa and white Africa , and we 
are going to stay that way.116 

114Ibid ., pp . 44-45 . Als o see, "Independence Day?" 
Newsweek , LXVI (November 22 , 1965) , PP • 50, 52. 

115 11 The Defiance of Sir Humphrey , 11 Time, LXXXVI 
(November 26 , 1965) , P• 37 . 

116 "Tough Time--But We 'll Make It!" Q. £• News & 
World Report , LIX (November 22 , 1965) , p . 45 . 



CHAPTER IV 

THE AFTERMATH OF U. D. I .: 

EMBARGOES AND FOREIGN AID 

One cannot say that the unilateral declaration of 

i ndependence (U. D. I .) did not hurt Rhodesia but neither 

can one say that Britain brought Rhodesia to its knees. 

Rhodesia has "illegally" been an independent nation for 

forty-four months. 

In the previous chapter, one read of Sir Humphrey 

Gibbs being relieved of his duties as governor. However, 

Sir Humphrey did not give up his position that easily. He 

refused to be fired even though the telephone wires were cut, 

honor guards withdrawn, servants left, and the chauffeur had 

the audacity to take his Rolls-Royce from him! Of course, 

Ian Smith d id not let this minor detail deter him in his 

plans. Not all whites were pleased with Smi th's U. D. I. 

but the majority were pleased even though they did not com

pletely understand the financial difficulties that could 

arise. To Britain, Sir Humphrey 's unwelcome presence in 

Rhodes ia meant hope for peacefully causing Smith's regime to 

topple by political pressures and e conomi c sanctions. 117 

117" I n Rhodesia , A Crisis Spi lls Over ••• , " Life , 
LIX (December 10 , 1965) , p . 46A; and , 11 The Defiance~ 
Sir Humphrey , " Ti me , LXXXVI (November 26 , 1965)~ P• 37 ° 
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There were a few incidents of destruction be ing done 

by the blacks--su c h as a few b ombs being set off , and 

buses , schools , and a mail train being stoned- -but , on the 

whole , none were effective . 118 

British Prime Minister Wilson faced many problems, 

externally and internally , over the Rhodesian question . The 

United Nations , in the Assembly of which the non-whites held 

a majority , was demanding the use of force in bring Rhodesia 

to its knees . Wilson appealed to them to give h i m a chance 

of ending the Smith regime by sanctions. Wilson did continue 

to place more and more sanctions on Rhodesia . 11 9 Britain 

banned imports of asbestos--$30 million export in 1964, 

copper, lithium , chrome , iron, steel and meat . That made 

the embargo 95 per cent complete. Wi lson halted interest 

payments , dividends and pensions from Britain to Rhodesian 

residents-- ~25 million in 1964 . Britain also outlawed 

Rhodesian independ ence stamps as British postage . 120 

Eventua lly , Wilson was forced to place an embargo 

on oil , which he had not wanted to do in fear of retalia

tion f rom Rh odesian sanctions on Za mbia . The United States 

118"In Def iance of Sir Humphrey , " P • 37 . 

119Henry Brandon , " The Future of Rhodesia , " 
Saturday Review , XLVIII (December 25 , 1 965), P • 9 . 

12011 s ome Planes Arrive ," Time , LXXXVI (December 10 , 
1965), p . 40 . 
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promised to s upport Wilson ; Smith i mmediated l y pl a ced an 

emba r g o on the oil being sent t o Zambia wh ich had to g o by 

rail from the coast , through Rh odesia and then on to Zambia . 

Most of the nation s a i d ed Brita in on their oil sanctions but 

Sou t h Af rica a n d Portugal did not . 121 Portugal said it 

wou l d n ot place e mbarg oes on Rhodesia because: "This is 

obviou sly an internal affair between Britain and Rhodesia . 

If tankers arrive in Mozambique with oil for Rhodesia, 

Portuguese authorities will not interfere . 11122 Britain 

started the airlift of oil to Zambia with the United States 

and Canad ian aid . The oil lift would not be an easy matter 

thoug h , because Tanzania demanded that civilians, and not 

military , personnel be used . 123 

Other problems faced by Wilson was the demand of 

President Kaunda of Zambia to send in troops in case Rho

d esia s h ould cut off the electrical power from the Kariba 

Dam-- the main-cut off point was in Rhodesia . Britain hesi

tated to comply with this d emand but Kaunda was being bad

gered by Egypt and Ghana to accept their troops--Kaunda d id 

not want the ir a id . I n order to keep oth e r countrie s ou t 

121"And Now for Oil , " Time , LXXXVI (December 22 , 
1 965 ) , p . 40 . Al s o s ee , "Add ing Fue l , " Ne ws week , LXVI 
( De cembe r 27 , 1 965 ) , P • 4 1 . 

122 "And Now f or Oil , 11 p . 40 . 

12J11 of Oil and s cotch , " Ti me , LXXXVI (De cember J l , 
1 965) , p . 23 . 
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of Zambia , Wilson sent a token force . A squadron of RAF 

fi ghters and a battalion of the Royal Scots were sent to 

Lusaka , Zambia . Kaunda accepted the fighters since Zambia 

only had ten airplanes of its own but rejected the troops 

unless they would go directly to the Kariba Dam. Wi lson 

finally consented to let them be stationed at the Dam but 

later Kaunda pulled all of the troops away from the Dam 

in order to make sure that an unintentional act would not 

be the spark to iSTii te a war between the two countries. 

Ian Smith was gla d that Britain sent a security force to 

Zambia because he believed this would alleviate the trouble 

and keep other African troops from interfering .124 

Wilson's internal problem was the fear of disunity 

between the Labor Government and the Conservative party. 

However , with Wi lson's skillful manoeuvering, he was able 

to halt trouble . Laborite leftists, who had often been 

pacifists, were openly attacking Wilson for not sending 

in troops. The reason behind this attitude was that 

eventually, they said, troops would have to be sent in 

and it would be better to d o so immediately rather than 

wait until events got out of their grasp . On the other 

ht "condemned the Prime Minister hand , the Conservative Rig 

12411rn Rhodesia , A Crisis Spills over •• •, 11 

p . 46A; "The Future of Rhode sia," P• 9 ; and , "Some Planes 
Arrive, 11 p . 40 . 
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for embarking on a crusade to which he had no right, for 

Britain possesse s only the ' outda t ed legalistic right of 

suppressing rebelli on.'"125 

The Organization for African Unity was trying to 

pressure Wi lson into dealing harshly with Rh odesia . At a 

J4- member mee ting in December , 1965 they said that Wilson 

had until December 15 to crush the white regime . This did 

not compel Wilson to use force, so , on December 15 Tanzania 

led the move to break diplomatic relations with Britain. 

Soon, eight other nations followed but Ghana was the only 

Commonwealth member to cut off diplomatic relations . 

Wilson reacted gracefully by saying that Britain "would not 

automatically cut off aid to Commonwealth countries that 

fled the fold. 11126 

The first effects of the sanctions were showing by 

the end of November , 1965 . In order to compensate for 

i mport duties that were lost, Rhodesia raised taxes on domes 

tic beer, whisky , and tobacco . 127 Even as the oil embargo 

was hurting Za mbia--they were taking all precautions to 

conserve it--Smith told the Rhodesians that there was no 

125"The Future of Rh odes ia," P • 9 . 

126 11 34 Also see, 11And Now for "Adding Fuel , P • • 
Oil, II PP • 22 , 27. 

127"Money and the Flag , 11 ~ • LXXXVI (November 26, 

1965) , P • 97 ° 



56 
need to cance l t heir holida y tr i ps i n order to s a v e fuel. 

Rh od es i a had a pproxima tely a s i x month supply in reserve . 

The on l y t h ing rati one d a t this jolly time was Scotch 

wh i s ky--Smi t h 's a usterity tax had increased the price to 

-~5 • 46 • 1 2 8 Th 
w e g overnment rationing of gasoline and diesel 

fuel be gan on December 28 , 1965 . Gasoline ration for 

private cars in Rhodesia was three to five gallons a week, 

while in Zambia it was four gallons a month . A. few weeks 

later, the rationing in Rhodesia was down to one gallon a 

week for s mall cars and two gallons a week for large 

cars . 129 

Even though the sanctions threatened greatly to 

hurt t h e country by placing tobacco on the embargo list, 

Rhod esia went ahead and planted tobacco hoping to find new 

markets . Too , it was one way of keeping the confidence 

of the people in the government . Despite all the measures 

taken to und ercut the Rhodesian pounds , its hard currency 

reserves a ctually increased by $2 ,240 ,000 in late November . 

However, South African banks had temporarily stopped 

trad ing in Rhod esian pound s because of the uncertainty 

1 2 8 f S · Humphrey , " p • J 7 ; Ibi d . ; "The Defiance o 1r 
a nd 11 Of Oi l a nd Sc o t c h , " P • 2J . 

129 "As U • S . and Britain Be g in Oil Squeez6' "6¥• §.. 
~ & Worl d Repor t , LX ( January 10 , 1966) , PP • 66 • 29 · 
" On -K . d w d II News week LXVII (Ja n uary 10 , 19 ) , P • • 

e 1n or , ~~~--• 11 T" e LXXXVII 
and , 11 Some Que s t i ons f or a Fr iend , -2J!L.. , 
(Ja nuary 21 , 1966) , P • 25 . 



of its keeping its value . 130 Ne ither South Africa nor 

Portugal was supplying the i mmed iate aid that Rhodesia 

had expected nor had they rec ognized the Smith regi me . 
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Both countries wer e afr a i d of Bri t ish pres sure and pos sibl e 

naval blockade of Souther n Af r ica . 

For many months i t seemed that the question was - 

who will coll apse firs t, Rh odes ia or Zambia? Both needed 

each other a nd neither wanted to cut off commercial rela

tions with each other. Rhodesia needed Zambia because it 

was its bigge s t export market . Zambia needed Rhodesia for 

t ranspor t and supply s ources but Rhodesia feared that with 

United States and Great Britain ' s help , Za mbia might find 

other mea ns of transport and supply sources . Zambia ' s 

greatest danger l ay in its l os s of its copper production- -

4/5 ' s of i t s tax revenue and 90 per cent of its exports. 

In order to maintain i t , Zambia needed coal which it got 

at the Wankie Coa l Mi nes in Rhodes i a . Rhodesia raised the 

cost fr om $8 0 40 a ton to $22 . 40 , but withdrew it shor tly . 

With Zambia buying coal f r om other countries, i ncludi ng 

South Africa and Portugal , i t c ost five or s ix t imes more 

t han at normal c ost in Rhodesia . 

1J0 11Money and the Flag , 11 P • 97 ; and , "The Defiance 
of Sir Hu_'Ilphrey , 11 p . 37 ~ 
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Another serious problem would be gett i ng the 

copper 
out of Zambia if Rhodesia cut off the rail links to t he 

por ts of Beira a nd I.aurenyo Marques , Mozambique--Rhodesia 

already had cut off oil supplies by r a i l . Nearly all of 

t he coppe r export went through Rhodes ia at a cost of $JS 

a ton . Sever a l alterna t e plans were t hought of but all at 

a cost of over $100 , 000 ,000--these plans were from air 

lifts to t he i mprovi ng of railroads, and highways through 

countries of Ma l awi , Tanzania, Mozambique and Angola. Even 

t hese alterna t e r outes cou l d take care of only enough ton

a ge t o keep Zambi a's 11 head above the water. 11 There was 

alwa ys t he ever-present threat of the power cut-off at the 

Kar i ba Dam--only a minor portion of power could be gotten 

fr om the Congo. 131 

Perhaps Rhodesia would have collapsed had it not 

been f or an oil l eak t hrough South Africa and Mozambique. 

At first , Rhodesia ha d r eceived very little aid from these 

two African na tions but in February , 1966 it was reported 

that a small portion of their r equired 120,000 gallons a 

South Africa and a smaller day was being trucked in from 

portion was being shi pped in by rail from Mozambique . They 

i i 35,000 to 40,000 gallons a were , a t t hat time , re ce v ng 

day . th t rucks from Bri tis h Petroleum Rhodes i a had seized e 

wh·tes in Rhodes i a 711 U. S. 
1311,End of the Road for ~7 1966) , PP • 52-54. 

~ ~Wor l d Report , LX (January ' 
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and Shell subs i d i a rie s in Rhodesia . These trucks wer e 

r epaint ed gr ay a nd blue or yellow and black . White Rhode

sians drove to secret points in South Africa, filled up and 

headed home , unloaded and then returned to South Africa. 

One driver reported that the drivers worked about 100 

hours a week . South A£rica furnished a few trucks to be 

used . In Mozambique, at the port of Beira, new oil storage 

tanks were being built beside the pipeline that runs into 

Rhodesia 's largest refinery . Rhodesia's enemies knew that 

this oil shipment d id not mean that Rhodesia 's problems 

were over but it di d mean that it would take much longer 

to cause the d ownfall of this "illegal" regime--it still 

has not fallen , to the enemies ' dismay . 132 

An amusing incident, for a reader but not for Rho

desia , occurred in early 1966 . The writer would like to 

relate this story to the reader in order to show the 

secrecy involved behind the oil leak. This incident 

· on the h1"gh seas in a very complicated involved intrigue 

affair in getting oil to Beira, Mozambique by "pirate 

tankers . " Rhodesia and South African officials had gone 

e for t hree tankers to make nine trips to Greece to arrang 

400 000 tons of oil--a year 's each to deliver J00 , 000 to , 

1966) , 
(March 

' Newsweek , LXVII (February 28, 
132"The Great Oil Leak ~' Addis," ~ • LXXXVII 
p . 46 ; and , "Disarray in 
11 , 1966) , P• Jl . 
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supply . The deal was made with V ardinoyannis who was 

associated with two Greek trading co • mpan1es - - Seka , s. A. 
and Ni rna Internat ional . 0·1 f t 1 or woof the shi ps wa s sold 

to Seka by the Cont inental 011 Company . Th e two s hi ps, 
Manuela and Ar ietta Venizelos 1 ' were oaded at Bandar Mashur 

' 
Persia . The Manue la , with 14 , ooo tons of oil, was inter-

cepted by the Britis h off Mozambique to prevent it f rom 

reaching Be ira- -on Apr il 9 , 1966 the Uni ted Nations Security 

Council authorized the use of force, if necessary , to halt 

all oil from being se cr etly shipped to Rhodesia . 

The intrigue involved with the Arietta Venizelos 

was like reading a "comic opera. 11 A Greek shipping company , 

Venizelos , char t ered the s hip but gr ew worried about the 

deal , so the ship was sold t o Varnikos, a Panamanian com

pany . The company changed the ship's name to Ioanna V and 

r outed it around Afri ca . There was a decree barring all 

Greek ships fr om deliver ing oil to Rhodesia, so t he Greek 

government revoked t he I oanna 's Gr eek registry . The ship 

· t d as Panaman1·an, and fle w a Panamanian was then re-reg1s ere 

flag . However , the Panamanian gover nment also barred oil 

delivery to Rhodesia . The I oanna 's Panamanian r egistry 

dl. d not de liver i t s car go.1 33 
was revoked and the Ioanna 

lJ J at Sea Fai l s f or Rhodesia , ,1 Business 
11 ~'1asquerade 

We ek , April 16 , 1966 , PP • 41 - 42 • 
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The Portuguese wer e afraid th t a Britain mi ght land 

par atroopers a t Be ira in order to th see at the Ioanna was 
not unl oaded . The Smith government did not press the 

matter . As one man said condoningly•. "It just didn't seem 
worth another international incident • • • and then, after 

all , if we ' d taken the oil, we would have had to pay some 

enormous docking charges.11134 

The third ship bought to deliver oil to Rhodesia 

was the Norwegian Bjortangen, renamed Nicos V--regrettably, 

no oil was delivered by this ship. 

Since Rhodesia got a great deal of oil from South 

Africa , probably the main purpose behind this deal was to 

humiliate Britain, to prove that the United Nations could 

not enforce the oil embargo that they supported, and to 

boost Rhodesian morale. But , with the discovery of the 

deal and the force used to halt the shipments, it was more 

embarrassing and more of a set-back for Ian Smith. 135 

Even the impact of Wilson's ban on tobacco did not 

hurt the Rhodesian tobacco farmers too much at the beginning. 

In April, 1966 an auction on tobacco was held as always . 

This time, though, it was shrouded in secrecy. Security 

guards were stationed at the main entrances, the 0ther 

Good , 11 

1 J4 J ohn Davenport' ''This Thi6~) Has D~fi:8 Us 
Fortune , LXX I V (November , 19 'P• • 

h d 
. II 

at Sea Fails for R o es1a, 1J511Masquerade 

a Lot of 

pp. 41-42. 



being boa r ded over , and were ca refully che cking 
credentials . 

only those that were buying tobacco could enter. Many of 

t he buyers were representatives for "publicity-shy European 

buyers"--any buyer was off ered absolute secrecy. In order 

t o sell the tobacco, Smith undercut the prices and offered 

a government subsidy so that the farmers would not lose too 

much and it wou l d enable them to plant next year's crop. No 

one knew how well the sales went but observers believed it 

went fairly we ll since the hotels were filled with buyers 

f rom all over Western Europe and Asia. 136 Others estimated 

t hat only a quarter of it was sold. 137 Wilson assumed that 

t he failure to sell Rhodesian tobacco would cause the 

collapse of the Rhodesian government since over a fourth 

of t he Rhodesian export was from tobacco. However, it did 

not seem as t hough all nations were willing to go to other 

1 b 1. t much markets f or their tobacco since they cou d uy 

cheaper in Rhodesia. 

on its f ee t ! 

Hence, the Smith government remained 

trade Was hurt because of Rhodesia The clothing 

being unabl e t o get i mported cloth. Also, the auto dealers 

f new and used cars even saw a sizeable de crease in sales 0 

. " Time LXXXVII (April 8 ' 
136 "The Toba cco Curtain, . --"'fili~desia, 11 Newsweek, 

1966) ' PP • 32-.33 ; and ' "Auct i on in 
LXVII (April 11 , 1966) , PP• 52-53• 

Newsweek, LXVIII 
137"No-Progress Report," 

(August 22 , 1966) , P • 69 . 



63 though the prices of us ed 
cars were reduced by $50 on the 

average . Credit was a lso ti ght s i nce the normal credit 

sources had been cut off in London . 138 
Many factories 

closed down while quite a few were at nearly 
half produc-

t ion . The costs of essentials , while st1· 11 
available, were 

quite expens ive--up to 20 per cent higher . Another drop 

in the market was property value- -Pretoria , South Africa 

reported tha t J0 , 000 white Rhodesians had emigrated in the 

f i r s t t en months after U. D. I . and 32,000 had emigrated in 

the eighteen months prior to u. D. r. 139 

Re ports had been received from J. J. Wrathall , 

Minis t er of Finance , that in the first six months of 1966 

imports ran to about $112 million , a 32 per cent decline 

from 1965 . The exports , other than tobacco, were off only 

. 140 17 per cent compared to the previous year . 

Another industry hurt , besides tobacco, was sugar, 

When Mr . Davenport , a member of Fortune '~ board of editors, 

visited Rhodesia after a year of "independence" he saw 

sugar re f ineries still in full operation but noticed a 

most of it could not be sold. stock pile of it outside since 

8 in A.frica: Where Sanctions 13 "Br 1· ta1· n's Showdown (A il 18 
World Report' LX .. pr ' Aren't Worki ng , " Q. §.. ~ ~ --- =-=~--

1966) , p . 39 . 

139Russell W. Howe, "The 
Cont r oversy , 11 The ~ Republic , 

140navenport , ppo 74 , 79 . 

Commonwealth 's Venture into 
CLV (October 1, 1966) , P• 9. 
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The land in the lowve l d area near Mozambique had been used 

to r a i se sugar ; now it was being used to raise winter wheat. 

This was not an easy job but as M D 
r. avenport•s guide deter-

mined l y sta ted : "The stuff b b 
may ea it more expensive for 

us to grow than to import but if that is the way you want 
it, that is the way it is going to be.11141 

In May, 1966 three Rhodesians flew to London for 

talks with Wilson . 

The di scussions ••• were mainly on practical 
matters , such as an agenda for possible full-fledged 
ne gotiations and whether Rhodesia would be required to 
renounce its i ndependence before any official confer
ence could begin. Nei~her side was saying if any pro
gress was being made .1~2 

In late June and early July, 1966 talks were resumed in 

Rhodesia. The man given credit for getting these meetings 

underway was Dr . Hendrik Verwoerd, Prime Minister of South 

Africa. Dr. Verwoerd wanted to get these two nations in 

a d iscussion before the Security Council widened its powers 

to include South Africa in the embargoes . Dr. Verwoerd 

could force these two nations to talk because Britain and 

Rhodesia d epended on South Africa in the financial field. 

Th held between whites only. 143 Though ese me e tings were 

141 Ibid ., P• 80 . 

142"Mission to London," ~' LXXXVII (May 20, 

1966) , p . 46 . 
Talks," 14J N M Shamuyarira, "The Salisbury 

~ Nation ,• CC I II (July 4 , 1966 ), PP• 5-6• 



nothing cons tructive came ou t f th 
0 e meetings , at least 

they got together and were not J'ust going 
about their 

separate hostile pat hs . As Smith said •. 
"The more one 

ta l ks , the better one ' s chance s of success . 11144 

Discussions were underway for the third time, since 

u. D. I . had been announced , in August, 1966. These dis

cussions abruptly came to an end when Smith's Parliament 

published a bill giving even stricter control to the whites 

over the blacks . Wilson quickly recalled his negotiators. 

He had no choice with the September Commonwealth Conference 

only a f e w da ys away . Wilson had been under pressure from 

other Comm onwealth countries to use force to put down 

Smith's regime. The demands had been louder particularly 

from Za mbia--Kaunda threatened to withdraw from the 

Comm onwealth if sterner measures were not used . So, if 

Wilson would have compromised with Rhodesia at that time 

it would have been disastrous. The headaches were not 

Smi t h 's for he had the solid support of the white Rhodesians 

and had the black instigators under control as well as 

being able to survive the sanctions. The headaches were 

Wilson's for the Brit ishers were divided on the issue as 

. Africa demanding pressures to well as having the blacks in · · 

for keeping Smith supplied with 
be placed on South Afri ca 

44 t II P • 69 . 1 "No- Progr e ss Repor , 
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items which ot he r countr i es re f used t o sell to hi m. 145 

Thes e pr e s s ures included sancti ons t b 
1 0 e Paced on South 

Africa . Thi s , Britain c ould not afford to do. South 

Afri ca was Britain ' s most profitable market and was one of 

the largest overseas investments. T d o iscontinue trade 

with South Afri ca would have destroyed the pound. Not only 

would sanctions have hurt Britain but the whole world. If 

sa ncti ons were to be effective, gold would have to be placed 

on t he list and t hen this would have caused disastrous 

ef fects on the currencies and commerce of other nations.146 

The Commonwealth Conference went badly for Wilson. 

Five African heads of states did not attend while President 

Nyerere of Tanzania did not even send a delegation . It 

appeared t hat the sole purpose of Prime Minister Margai of 

Sier ra Leone was to deliver a two-hour tirade on Harold 

Wilson. Only f our African Prime Ministers attended. 

Sevent een out of the twenty-two states attending wanted 

police action i n Rhodesia--Wilson would not agree. Wilson 

lk Out due to the economic advanwas able to prevent a wa 

t a ge s of the Comm onwealth; however, the members were able 

14511orr Again," Newsweek, LXVIII (September 5, 
1966) , p . 440 

D , Humiliation," 
146Elspe t h Hux ley ' "Seven 4 ai~66), P• 989. 

Nat i onal Review, LVIII ( October • 



to r egi ster t he d isgus t and disagr eement in the 
offi cial 

conference cornmunique . 147 

The most his toric meeting b 
etween Smith and Wilson 

occurred a boar d t he Ti ger i n early D 
- ecember, 1966. Both 

parties flew t o Gibraltar , boa r ded t he Tiger, and sailed 

the Mediterranea n off the Spanish coast. 
Both had been 

compelled to meet in order t o seek some agreement. Britain, 

under pressure from the Commonwealth members , had promised 

t o seek mandatory sanctions from the United Nations . These 

sanctions might ruin Rhodesia. However, in order to ruin 

Rhodesia c o-operati on would have to come from South Africa-

it announced that "it would support Rhodesia to the hilt . 11 148 

Af t er two da ys, a document had been agreed upon that 

Smith had to submit to his cabinet. This agreement called 

for a new constitut i on that would give the franchise to more 

Afri cans and would eventually give them a majority in 

Par liament and appor t ioned seats so as no voting provi-

th A'lso' before the constitution s ions coul d change em. 

woul d be f ormer l y adopted , a British Royal Commission 

4 11 T. LXXXVIII ( September 1 7 11 s omething Bur ning, ~• ?" Time, LXXXVII I 
1966) , p . 400 See a lso, "Y:s , ~utR!~=~ll--W:-Howe, "The 
(September 23 , 1966 ), P• 37, Cant, versy II p. 8. 
Commonweal t h ' s Venture i nto on ro ' 

16, 

• i1 Time LXXXVIII (December 9, 
148 "A Drama ti c Meeting , -• T. er II Newsweek, 

1966 ) , 
LXVIII 
.'.times, 

P • 41 . See als o, "Ri di ng5~he56:gand The lLondonJ 
(De cember 12 , 1966) , PP• ' ' ' 
December 3 , 1966 • 



would canvass whites and blacks t o see 
i f it woul d be 

ccceptable . This pat f ~ r O t he document seemed agreeable 

68 

to Smith but the next section 
proved t o be the und oing of 

the whole document when Smith presented it 
to his cabinet 

a f ew hours a fter his meeting wi th Wi lson: 
Wilson demanded 

tha t until i ndependence arrived, Sir Humphrey Gibbs would 

active ly resume his f ormer r ole as governor. Ian Smith 

would continue as Prime Mi ni ster but the Rhodesian Parlia

ment would be dis solved and the army and police would be 

r es ponsible t o Sir Humphrey . Smith was to have a new 

cabinet with half chosen from outside of his Rhodesian 

Fron t party and two members would be black. Also included 

in this four month i nterlude would be t he release of 

political pri soners, censonship lifted , and normal political 

activity permitted . Needless to say , when Smith presented 

this t o his ca bine t on December 5, it was flatly turned 

down . 

The ma in r eason · behind their refusal to accept the 

agreement was that Smi t h d i d not believe the new conS t itu-

bli since the public tion would be accepted by t he pu c 

milli on blacks as well as 225,000 whites. represented f our 

that the four month's interim rule under 
They were afraid 

P
eople unwilling to restor e the 

Sir Humphrey would make t he 



rule to them . 149 

Due to Smith ' s d 
mo erate position taken aboard the 

Tiger many of his party felt that he "came perilously close 

t o •selling ' Rhod e s ian independence f 
or the sake of an 

a greement wi t h Britain . 11150 
others were angered because 

he wou l d not show enthusiasm for the rightist desire of 

declaring Rhodesia~,a republic--this would sever all con

stitutional links with Britain. In order to show such 

opposition to Smith , Harry Moresby-White, a . farmer, entered 

his name in the 'by-election against Smith in February , 1967. 

Not only was Smith having problems with the right 

wing of his party , but also with the multiracialists, 

moderates , and businessmen. Since u. D. I. this group had 

been politically quiet, but with rejection of the Tiger 

document they began to speak out. Lord Malvern--former 

Prime Minister of the Central African Federation, 

Sir Godfrey Huggins--got 4,000 signatures on a petition 

requesting the renewal of discussions with Britain. Even 

South Africa was becoming di sturbed over the possibility 

4 On II Newsweek , LXVIII 
1 9 "Rhodesia: The Fight Goes , f Failure " Time' 

( 66) JJ . "Admission o • -December 19 , 19 , P• • · 6· and John Hatch, 
LXXXVIII (December 16 , 196~), f. 0 T~e,Nati~n, CCIV (February 6, 
"Rhodesia: Sanctions on TrJ.al , Th Q:.:ondo:rl] Times, 
1967), pp. 166 , 169. See also, e 
December 5 and 6 , 1966 • 

6 . ti 1· st " Newsweek, LXI X (February , 
150 "The Dev1a on • 

1967), P• 52. 



of bein d rawn i nto 
70 

of the worl d . 15 1 
a sanct ions war with t he othe r nations 

with Smith ' s de cline of the d ocument 
t Wils on had no 

other c h oice but t o t ake h is case before the Un ited Nat i ons 

r equesting ec on omic sancti ons . Th ese sanct i ons included 

t obacco , sugar , c opper , iron or e , a nd other products t ha t 

were of ~aj or importance t o Rhod es i a. Oil was not included 

in t h is li s t bu t Bri t a in let it be known that it would not 

mi nd a n amendment t o t hi s effect--an amendment was mad e to 

a dd oil , mo t or v e h icles , and aircraft. However, Britain 

d i d warn t hat it would n ot a pprove an oil e mbargo of 

South Africa . 1 5 2 On December 16, 1966, t h e Security 

Council v oted f or mandatory sanctions against Rhodesia by 

a vote o f e leven to zero--this was the first time any such 

acti on had e v er be e n taken. Four me mbers--France, Russia, 

Mal i , and Bulgaria--d i d not vote. South Africa and 

Portuga l sa i d that t hey would not honor the sanctions. 153 

The Se curi t y Council's action d i d cause changes in 

Rh od es i a . The cos t of living increased abou t 25 per cent 

On II p 41 See a lso, 
152 Rh d . The Fi ght Goes ' • • . t h 

u o es 1a : 6 d "Souther n Rh od esia a nd e 
J ohn Hat ch 9 pp . 1 66 , 1 9 ; an ~ t· 11 Department of · State 
United Nat i ons : Th e Uo S . Posl ion, 

4
.:::;.=;;.---- -

Bulletin , LVI ( March 6 , 1967), P • 37 • · 
s to •Re scue• ?" :Q • £• 

15311Another Country f or Uo 2 1967), p. 28-29 . 
~ & World Repor t , LXII ~J anu~r ~he ' united Nations: The 
See a l s o, 11 s ou ther n Rh od esia a n 
D. s . Position , 11 P • 3 73 • 
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in six months , shop owners had to reduce 

on their imports 
of luxury i t ems , there was a s hortage on 

new and used cars 
and t he Ford and British Motor Corporation auto plants 

c losed d own
154 

d u e to the lack of assembly kits--German and 

Japa nese vehicles replaced them. The Rh od esian oil refinery 

near Umtali also closed down . After the pipeline from 

Beira s toppe d pumping crude oil to the refinery , it had to 

ship the oil by rail from Mozambique or truck it in from 

South Africa . The Rover plant started turning out Japanese 

Isuzu trucks to replace Bri tish lories. The sugar industry 

was greatly damaged but the greatest industry hurt was 

tobacco. The 1967 tobacco auctions had only one customer, 

the government - financed Rh od esia Tobacco Corporation. 

This company purchased the tobacco at prices that would 

barely enable the farmers to meet the cost of raising it. 

In June , 1967 , the Agri culture Minister, George Rud land, 

announced that the 1967 purchases would be cut by one 

had ected He also said third , far more than any one exp • 

that about 600 of the J,000 tobacco farmers would have to 

b and as many as 50,000 give up the growing of to acco; 

to this reduction. blacks would lose their jobs due 

h t greatly in some d istricts, Though the sanctions ur 

it aide d i n others . The farmers began to d iversify their 

plants to produce 
1 54 s mith reactivated th~~~1~ •s;p~ly of parts . " 

new 1966 car s fr om a three-y(~a 27 1969), P• 37• 
"Fina l Break , 11 Ti me , XCI II une ' 
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crops so that they would no lon 

ger need t o i mpor t s oybeans 
and wheat . Also , the nati ons f S 0 outh Africa, Angola, 
Mozambique and Malawi155 were 

aid ing in the export ma--rket 

and i mporting Rhodes ian oil f rom South Africa and. 
Mozambique . 

Since they were unable to spend their money abroad , private 

Rhodesian investors began to build new enterprises. 
Two 

hundred and f orty new plants were built and old factories 

were enlarged and diversified. They started producing 

items such as plastics, tomato catsup, men's suits, paper 

clips , candy , hair tonic (called Zimba !) and, the most com

plicated , r efrigerators. The refrigerators were assembled 

in a florescent sign factory in Salisbury .156 However, as 

businessmen were pointing out, this was only "patchwork 

economy ," that had been developed; but the big companies 

depended on i mports of steel products and other large items 

that the local efforts could not begin to supply• Many 

155Malawi was the only black African nation that 
openly refused to comply with the United Na tions economic 
sanct i ons President Banda said his nation depended on 

• · k in the mines and fac -the earnings of Ma lawian wor ers . h 1967 it 
tories of South Africa 1:-nd Rhod~s iat 1fg~a~°r~rmal trade 
was the firs t black African nati_on o s Neros?" Time 
agreement with South Africa. "Heroes or · --' 
LXXXIX (April 14 , 1967) , Po 46 . 

156"An or So of Pinch " Time , LXXXIX (April 14, 
Inch b 'ed""'"ir1Jewsweek, LXIX 

1967), P• 46 ; "Boycotted but UnB ow tt Pinches "Newsweek, 
(A . 4 967 ) 49 . "The oyco , tl " pr1l 2 • 1 • p • . ' 48 · "While Salisbury Bus es' . 
LXIX ( June 26 , 1967) , P• 

6 
) 68 . "How Long Can Rhodesia 

Ti me , LXXXI X ( June JO , 19 7 • P22 i967 , PP • 46 - 52: and , 
Hold Out?" Business ~ •"Jul ys . News ~ world Report, 
"Success Story in Africa , 1L• - 4 -
LXIII (December 18 , 1967) , P• 7 • 



businessmen felt it was only a 
matter of months before 

they were in terrible trouble . 
Businessmen were forming 

into pre s sure groups in order to infl 
uence Smith. one 

group , the Forum , was trying to persuade Smith to renew 

talks with Britain. 157 
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The London Sunday Times d i d a series of articles 

entitled " The Sanctions Busters." These articles dealt 

with the man y companies and the many countries that were 

purchasing arti cles from Rhodesia that had been placed on 

the embargo list. An example was the purchase of large 

quantiti es of chrome by Japan. When the Br.i tish lodged 

the twenty-seventh complaint in six months , Japan said 

that the shipment bore South African certificates, therefore 

it must be from South Africa--even though the British had 

stolen a sample and an analysis proved that it was Rhode

sian chrome . The reason it bore South African certificates 

was that the British company of Turner and Newall realized 

that this embargo situation was coming up so it formed a 

South African subsid iary . Therefore, even though the 

shipment went b y way of Mozambique, and not through South 

had a South African certificate.
158 

Africa at all, it still 

157"How Long can Rhod esia Hold out?" P• .5 20 

158"The Sanctions Busters'" ~• XC ( September 8, 

1967), Po 24 . 



74 In July • 1967 Harold Wilson sent 
Lord Alport, the 

former High Commi ss ioner to the Central 
Afri can Federa-tion , to Sali sbury . No a t 

greemen son a settlement were 

reached .
159 

Again , in November, 1967, shortly after the 

celebr ation of the second anniversary of u. D. 
I., Common

wealth Secretary George Thomson flew to Salisbury for dis-

cussions with Ian Smi th. No progress was made, as one 

might assume , since Britain still insisted on their "six 

princ iples"
160 

before independence would be granted. How-

ever , many were wondering if each country was not beginning 

t o want to compromise since each was hurting economically 

by t he sanctions. Britain was losing about $280 million 

a year and Rhodesia needed to attract foreign investments 

in order to create the new jobs required to meet the needs 

of the unemployed blacks--not too .many whites were 

159"The r Incredible r Envoy, 11 Newsweek, LXX (July J, 
1967), Pe 44. See also, The (t,ondor[I Times, July 5, 7, 
and 1 O , 1967 . 

160These principles are: 1) The principlle ~nd inten-
to ma jority rule, area Y tion of unimpeded progres s . . would have to be main-

ens hrined in the 1961 con)titut~~~;es against retrogressi~e 
tained and guaranteed . 2 . Guar ) Immediate improvement 1n 
amendment of the constitution. J 

O 
ulation. 4) Progress 

the political status of th~ ~fri?~~ p ~) The British Govern
toward ending racial di sc7imin~t~hat any basis prop?sed for 
ment would need to be sa tisfie th eople of Rhodesia as a 
independence was acceptable to tha~ p regardless of race, there 
Whole 6) The need to insure ' ity or of minority by 

• . ity by minor t· s· The is no oppression of maJ or nd the United Na ion· 
majority . "Southern Rhodesia a 
u. s. Position , 11 P• J68 . 



a ffe cted due to un 1 
emp oyment caused by the economi c 

75 

sanctions . 161 

During November 1967 1 ' egislation was passed by the 
Rhodes ian Parliament giving loc 1 t h 

a au orities permission 
to segregate such public facilities 

as parks , playgrounds , 
and swimming pools . The 1 h't 

one w i e opposition was voiced 

by M. P. Dr . Arhn Palley who de clared ·. "Thi s blows sky-

high the Rh odesian Front's claim that its policy is one of 

advancement by merit, irrespective of color or creed.11162 

From October 9 to 13, 1968 , the Mediterranean was 

the scene of another meeting between Wilson and Smith . This 

time t he place was the H. M. s . Fearless--it was called "the 

l ast , last chance . " The compelling reason for this meeting 

was the t hreat of permanently losing British market for 

Rhodesian tobacc o if Rhodesia decided to declare itself a 

republic. Wilson had hoped by placing all the sanctions 

on Rhodesia , especially tobacco, that it would cause the 

downfall of Smith . This was not the case; in fact, it 

t . i his own country by firmly strengthened Smith's posi ion n 

uniting the whites behind him . Wils on 's compelling reason 

was also to restore trade because the economic sanctions 

b t $500 mi llion by Oct ober , 1968 . had cost hi s government a ou 

d Bigotry ," Newsweek , 
161Peter We bb , "Champagne an a lso, The [ LondonJ 

67 ) 78 . See LXX (November 20 , 19 'P•
13 

1967. 
Times November 9 , 10, 11 , ' ~, 

and Bigotry '" Pe 780 162Webb , "Champagne 



76 Ne i the r par t y was a ble to reach an agr eement . 
How could the y i n t he fac e of such odds ? Smith would have had t he wh i tes i n Rh odesia down on him if he had compro-
mised-- thi s was the case when the right wingers of his 

party thought that he nearly compr omised on board the Tiger 

in December , 1966 . Wils on could not compromise because he 

would have had the black Afri can nations in the Common

wealth against him . The basic difference between these 

talks and the talks aboard the Tiger was that Britain did 

not insist that Rhodesia return to British dominion during 

a transitional term . One new project was that the British 

wanted educational levels of the Africans raised. The 

British would g ive up to $12 million a year, matching 

Rhodesian grants , for this purpose . 163 

After Smith returned to Rhodesia he said in his 

radio broad cast that 

if Britain dropped a demand that Rhodesia accept the 
British Privy Council as the court of f~nal_appe:~d:nce 
settlement of the three-year-ft~ Rhodesian i ndep 
issue might still be reached. 

h Was rebuked by a subWhen Wilson returned home e 

for conced ing too much stantial segment of the Labor party 

to Ian Smith . 

6 11 Time XCII 1 3111ast , Last Chance ~ - o• tober 
N York Times, c p. 32 . See also , ewJ . Oct ober 10, 

1968 ; and The (Lond on Times , 

(October 18 , 1968) , 
10p 11 , 14, 16, 
11 ' 14' 196 8 . 

164 Ti'mes , Oc tober 17 , 1968 0 New York 



77 The critics cont ended t h t t 
bla k African rights to~ he proposed protection of 
would not be worth anythi~ ~itten int o the cons titution 
by whites . 165 g n a government dominated 

In the General Assembly of the United Nations a vote 
of n i nety- two t o t wo wa s taken on 

a resolution to refuse to 
recognize t he inde pendence of Rhodesia in any 

circumstances 
unless Rhodesia e stablished majority-rule . Seventeen 

countries abs t ai ned--United States and Britain being two- 

while Portugal and South Africa voted against the 

resolution . 166 

On November 7, 1968 the United Nations voted to 

adopt stronger sanctions against Rhodesia even if it 

included Portugal and South Africa . The vote was carried 

in t he General Assembly by eighty-six to nine--the nine 

nations were Au stralia , Belgium 9 Luxembourg , Netherlands , 

Portugal, South Africa , Britain , and the United States o167 

Total ma ndator y sanctions have caused exporters to cut 

t heir pr i ces to find markets and caused the costs of 

i mport ed a rticles to rise . 168 

165New York Times , October 23 , 1968 . 

166Ne w York Times , October 26 , 1968 0 

167Ne w York Times , November 7 , 1968 . 

168New York Ti mes, January 24 , 1969 . 



November J to 16 1968 ' was the scene of further 
78 

Rhodesian- Brit i sh d iscussions . 
George Thomson, Commonwealth 

Affairs Secretar y , flew to Rhodesia for several days of 

t alks o While there , he spoke with Asian and colored repre-

sentatives . The talks reached a deadlock and ended in 

failure . Smith said the only block to a settlement was 

British insistance on constitutional safeguards to protect 

the blacks . Mr . Thomson briefly left Rhodesia to visit 

Zambia and other Ea.st and Central African Commonwealth 

countries in order not to be present during the third anni

versary celebration on November 11. The Sunday Mail poll 

showed that Rhodesians favored acceptance of Fearless pro

posals, Businessmen were urging settlement on the Fear

less proposals; while Smith announced his plan to reach a 

settlement with Britain he was criticizing the businessmen's 

call for a settlement. 169 

The United Nati ons, in a 'report on January 10, 1969, 

termed the sanctions on Rhodesia as ineffective because 

trade had remained quite substantial, especially wi th the 

However, as of March 5, 1969, Rhodesian 
aid of South Africa . 

th shortage of foreign 
import quota was cut back due to e 

t the shortage to the 
currency . Rhodesia did not attribu e 

68 drought and frost . 
sanctions against her but to the 19 

4 5 9 , 15 , 16 , and 
6 November , • 

1 9The [ London] Times, and 14, 1968. 
18 , 1968; and , December 2, l3, 



The cut was ::S6 . 5 mill ion . 79 
Quite a few items were 

removed a.s "essential imports" and locally 
manufactured items were 

substituted • 170 

The latest figures available on export figures 

were released April 17 , 1969. The year of 1968 was the 

toughest one since De D. I . in 1965. However, the statis

tics showed that Rhodesia channelled about $178 million of 

exports through the sanctions net and increased the gross 

national product by 5½ per cent. These export figures are 

$1 milli on less than in 1967 even though 12 per cent of 

the agricultural production was reduced due to frost and 

the reduced tobacco output. The figures showed a current 

deficit of about $55 million but was almost offset by 

$51 milli on in net capital flow. 1 71 

Rhodesian exports have declined by 40 per cent 
since the unilateral declaration of independence in 
1965 . Imports have dropped 18 per cent . The tobacco 

haR been worst hit. Crop yields are down crop • • • l/2 54 per cent. 

June 24 • Rhodesia did "win a round II Nevertheless , on 

SecurJ.. ty Council rejected the Asian when the United Nati ons 

170New York Times, January 11 and March 6, 1969 . 

171New York Times, April 18, 1969. 

F i g Ian Smi th, II U • S • ~ 
172"The Big Pr oblems ac1~69), P• 11. 

§£ World Report, LXVI I ( July 7 • 



80 and African ctemRnds for tight 
er economic sanctions and use 

of ~ilitary f orce by Britain 

As f ar as black t e 
against the Smith regime . 173 

r r or was concerned there were a 
f ew incid ents of this . On e case occurred on the night of 
MaY 16 , 1966 when Johannes and J h 

o anna Viljoen were murdered 
a t t heir farm home . Thi s was d one by the ZAN1J movement--

Zi mbabwe African Nati onal Union . Th z e AND officials in 

Lusaka , Za mbia admitted responsibility in the Killings: 

11 For every on e of our sons and daughters killed by the 

set t lers , we s hall kill settlers with compound interest. 11174 

Another incident took place in August, 1967 when 

approximately forty Afri can infiltrators were discovered 

by the Rhodesian security patrol on the Wankie Game Reserve. 

Thi s group was made up of Rhodesian and South .African blacks 

who had been trained in some Communist country and had come 

into Rhodesia fr om Zambia with Russian and Czechoslavakian 

automatic weapons. By the end of the ensuing conflict, the 

insurgent f orce was estimated at about 200--twenty-four had 

been killed and twenty-six had been captured . The govern

ment forces , of which thousands were drawn into the con-

flict, lost six men--three whites and three blacks. 

Afr i ca s ent four Alouette helicopters and many Army 

South 

k LXVII (May JO , 1966) ' 
174"The Terror?" Newswee ' 

p. 52 . 



paracommand os . Thes e insur gents 
were reportedly headed 

f or south Africa . 1 75 

To the d ismay of man t 
Y na i ons, Rhodesia executed 

three Rhodesian b lacks on March 6, 1968. 
There was no 

81 

que s tion of the i r guilt but Queen Elizabeth II had pardoned 

them. James Dhlamini and Victor Mlambo had 
murdered a 

whi te farme r in an ambush and Duly Shadrack had axed a 

nativ e c hi e f to deathe At first, Smi th and his government 

hesitat e d t o hang them but then the high court ruled that 

t he Smith regime was a d e facto government. This meant 

that the y had the sole power of decision and Britain had 

no voice in the matter. More executions were ordered but 

all except a few were commuted to life sentences. Perhaps 

Smith believed that strong repercussions would be felt if 

he went too far with his hangings1 1 76 

With the hanging of the blacks, the Security Council 

on Ma y 29, 1968 e xtend e d mandatory economic sanctions from 

the selected list of December 16, 1966 to includ e all trade 

k LXX (September 11, 17 5 11Tr · 1 No More II Newswee , anqui • "Leave us Alone to 
1967 ) ' p 45; and , Albert J • MeyNers, & World Rep~rt, LXIII 
Solve Our Own Affairs, 11 £.• 2.• ~ - =~- :!:::...~-

(December 18 , 196 7), P• 77• 
XLI (March 15, 1968 ), 

Hanging of Hopes, " ~• (March 18 ' 1968), 
Hanging " Newsweek, LXXI (March 22, 1968), 
Li t t le Mercy,"~• XLI 

176 "The 
p . 29; "Tr i ple 
P • 6 2 ; and , 11 A 
p. 34 . 



82 wi th Hhoo es i a . 

resolution . 1 77 

The United States st 
rongly supported this 

On November 6 , 1968 , five blacks got life 
terms for 

crossing t he border of Rhodesia 
with arms. They were the 

f irs t to be sentenced since the 
court had been given the 

power of d iscreti on in c ommuting sentences. 
Always before, 

this was a mandatory death sentence . 178 T hroughout the 

f ollowing months there were many others to be tried and 

convi c ted on this charge. 

In February , 1969 Reverend Sithole was on trial 

charged with the hiring of assassins in order to kill Smith. 

He denied that he had anything to do with this charge . On 

February 12 Sithole was found guilty and given six years' 

i mprisonment at hard labor. 179 He had been held in a 

retenti on camp several years prior to his trial in order 

to make sure he could not incite trouble. 

There are two r easons why there had been little 

racial turmoil , especially in the cities. First of all , 

11 are a pati· ent, peace- loving people , the Rhodesian blacks 

d over decades to accept strongly conservative and accustome 

11 Trade With Southern 
17711s ecurity Council Bans A t · LVIII (June 24, 

Rhodesia , " Department of State Bulle in, 
1968 ) , p .. 84 7 • 

178 November 7, 1968 • Ne w York Times, 
4 and 1.3, 1969. 

179 New York Times, February 



the white man ' s cus todianship .ul8o 
Second l y , Ian Sm ith 

had pu t all of the black l ed 
a ers in retent i on 

camps or prisons thereby forc ing the . 
remaining few t o work under

83 

ground , weak a n d lead erless . 
There were large numbers of 

informers in the black communi ties that 
reported any black 

rn oveme n t. 1 8 1 

The eve of the third anniversary marked 
the hauling 

d own of the Briti s h f lag for the 1 t 
as time--the honor was 

given to a black army sergeant. The next day the new 

Rh odesian flag--green and white striped--was raised. The 

same six-man color guard that lowered the British flag was 

used to raise the Rhodesian flag--one white and one black 

from the army, air force, and police.182 

During the January, 1969 Commonwealth Prime Minis

ters ' Conference, George Thomson refused to renew the 

pledge demanding majority rule before granting independence. 

Thoms on said that Bri tain must have a free hand in order 

to negotiate a settlement with Smith. The Africans took a 

more moderate view than they had at their last conference 

in September, 1966 . Thi s time they ca lled for strengthening 

180John Worrall "Our Independence is Real : Says 
' · October 27, 196B, Ian Smith , 11 Ne w York Times Magazine' 

p. 52. 

8 November 11 and 12, 1969. 1 2 New York Ti me s , 



the econo~1c sanctions b 84 
ut not for military 

by he British . 183 interventi on 

Proba bly the t mos exciting electi on 
Rh ode s ia i and happening 

i n s nee U. D. I . in 1965 was the 

on June 20 , In this 
elect i on held 

electi on the voters had to 
decide on two questions : 

shoul d Rhodesia declare itself 

a republic and should it promulgat e a new 
constitution? 

The republican provisi on w as supported by an overwhelming 

majority--55 ,000 t o 21 ,000--6,634 bla cks could vote 

l·n this electi on . The constit ti u on was accepted by an 

only slightly smaller margin . 184 

The n ew constitution was the result arrived at by 

the Constitut ional Commission which was formed shortly 

after U. D. I . in 1965. This commission favored a unitary 

system of g ov ernme n t . They also recommended complete 

racial equality in the Legislative Ass embly . The benefits 

they hope to gain b y such a move are: 

complete racial parity will tend to remove suspicion 
among Rhodesians of anyone of the main races or ethnic 
groups that t h e y may be permanently dominated by one or 
more of the other main races or ethni c groups; and com
plete racial pari t y will keep the representf~3ve s of 
different races together i n t he Parliament. 

18J New York Times , January lO, 1969• 

184 969 "Final Br eak , 
11 

New York Times , J une 21 • 1 ; "Road t o Apart heid , 11 

Dme , XCIII ( June 27 , 1969) , P • J? ; a nd ' 
!ewsweek , LXXIII (June JO , 1969 ), P • 59 . 

11 Vital 
185 . i h "Rhodesia Tomorrow , 

Svetozar PeJOV c • 339 
§.E.eeche s , XX.XV (March 15, 1969) , P• • 



The constitution a lth 
' OUgh drawn Up by the 

was thus not yet in effect--it had Comm1ss1on 

to be ratifited by the 
Legislative Asembly . It provided for a Lei 1 

· gs ative Assembly 
of eighty seats , to be allocated b 

y having forty seats rep
resenting the whi t e s, and twenty 

blacks, and t wenty seats for 
seats representing the 

representatives elected under a 

qualified common roll. This would assure the whites that 

they would have control of the government for 
many years to 

come but it would also make it clear that the objective of 

complete racial equality would be obtained as soon as the 

majority of voters on the common roll were Africans. How 

soon this would be, would be a question of how soon the 

blacks would meet the franchise qualifications. 

The franchise qualifications are the same for all 
Rhodesians over twenty years of age. They are: 
1) citizenship; and 2) the annual income of not less 
than £900 ; or J) property valued at no less than 
iJ, 000; or 4) the annual income of no less than £600 
plus four years of secondary education; or 5) appoint
ment to the office of tribal chief or headman; or 
6) serving as a member of a 18gligious order which 
practices a vow of poverty. 

th th Wer to review and A Senate would be added wi e po 

delay the passage of legislative measures. 

It will consist of si~ chief~e~;ec:~~ !~rf~!npro
vincial assemblies o~ tribai ~~~an ;lectoral colleges, 
members chosen by tribal an lectoral college, and 
twelve Europeans chosen by ~n ~ of the state.187 
seven members appointed by ea 

186 Ibi d o 

lB7 Ibi d . 

' 



The Head of the State would ha 
veto be elected by 

86 

both hous es of t he legis lature . 
"He would perform duties 

of a convent ional na t ure , that is similar t o those di s -

charged by the s overe i gn of Great Britain. u1 88 

The way was now clear f or the Rhodesian 
Parliament 

to debate t he constitut i on . Howev th · er, ere were other 

problems to be s ol v ed f irst. Elections were again set for 

May , 1970 , so it probably would be a year before the new 

constitution will go into effect.189 

In Lond on , there were still hopes that Rhodesia would 

solve its troubl e s with Britain and return to its former 

stat us . Mr . Smith d id not believe that this would happen. 

111 don , t beli eve there is an earthly hope of talks, but one 

cannot stop people indulging in wishful thinking. 11190 

lBSibid . 

189New York Times, June 21, 1969. 

· Ian Smith, 11 P• 11. 190 "The Big Problems Facing 



CHAPTER V 

Tfu. UNFORESEEABLE FUTURE 

Rhod esia was legally a 
British colony but had 

never been ruled b y a British G 
overnment. Only external 

affairs and a veto on discriminatory legislation 
remained 

in the hands of the Briti s h Parliament. 
Lond on appointed 

a governor with f ormal executive functions 
, but had no 

real authority in i nter nal affairs. 

Britain , f or y e a rs, had been try ing to get rid of 

colonies , as was shown by Malawi, because many were 

costing more t o ma intain than what Britain was receiving 

in return . Rh od e s ia, being Britain I s last African colony , 

has not been a s f ort unate in breaking the ties that bind 

her t o the Unite d Ki n gd om. Wilson, unable to bring the 

situation t o a p eaceful end and receiving much criticism 

at home on b e ing unable to end the Smith regime, has 

taken it to the United Nations. This way , the respon

sibility has been transferred from his shoulders to the 

United Nati ons and now , he can act as an a gent. 

Why is the United Many have asked t h e question: 

Nations taking action again st a country which is at 

against nations that 
Peace--while taking n o s u ch action 

w Rh od e s ia has not attacked any age aggressive war? 



countrv nor has she talked of tt 
a acking 0 ne . Rhodesia , 

thou h , has been t he one Which has 
been aggressed upon . 

Ra i d s by black Afr icans fr om Rh d 
o es1a , as 11 we as other 

countries , have been made from such 
countries a s Zambia , 

with the aid and bless ings from T 
anzani a , China, Russ i a, 

Egypt, Ghana , and many other black r ad ical and /or 

communist countries . 

88 

Rh od esia is not the t 
cou n r y that has been printing 

articles or making radio broadcasts encouraging people to 

launch an attack and overthrow t he e x isting government. 

Zambia, in a radio broadca s t, has been reported as 

having encouraged : " They (i .e. the Rhodesian whites) 

are lice; d estroy them ; you k now how. 11 191 

Whatever the white Rhodesians have d one has been 

done e n tirely within t heir own country and contains no 

element of aggression upon any other country . As Dean 

Acheson , former Secretary of State under President 

Truman, pointed out: " The Uni ted Nations Charter pro-

Vides unequivocally that the Uni ted Nations shall not 

intervene within the internal j u r isd ict i on of any 

state •1 92 However , t o be fa i r to the other side, one 

191 ( J.39 ) quoted this from 
Svetozar Pe j ovich P• the Fearful, 11 Hous t on 

A• Williams, "Rhodes ia--I.and of 
April 6 , 1966 . 

U. 
s . t o •Re scue' ?" P • 28 . 

1 9 2 "Another Country for 



us oint out that the United N 
a t1ons has recognized 

Rhodesia as coming unde r the 
provisions in Chapter XI of 

the charter--as a n on- self - g overning 
country. There is a 

coun t e r - argument to this that says that Great 

Persistently deni ed this as s t i 
Britain 

ump on , the United States 

cons i ste ntly sup p orted this denial, and that 
Great Britain 

continually lacked a ccess t o data f or making relevant 

re ports to t h e United Nati ons on Rhodesia. Also, even 

with Britain ' s right to veto any discriminatory legis

lation d irected at the blacks, Britain did not use this 

veto power over such legislation in the Rhodesian con

stitution of 1961 . 193 So, though they had the right 

theoretically to interfere, factually they did not have 

this right . 

The Security Council declared that Rhodesia was a 

threat to peace--whose peace? Rhodesia was not going to 

attack its nei g hbors , and Rhodesia 's neighbors were 

certainly not militarily able to attack Rhodesia . If any-

Would be solely because of one attacked Rhod esia , it 

foreign aid to Rh od esia's neighbors. 

is against the Smith government 
The United Nati ons 

t However, when 
because it is in the hands of the minori Y• 

members of the United 
one looks at the make-up of the 

C isis over Rhodesia 
l 93charles B. Marshall , r 19t?"J:' P • 69. 

(Baltimore: The John Hopkins PresS, ' 



Nations , one sees that at leas t 90 
thirty- seven members have 

governments based upon minority 
rule and twenty- five are 

open to suspi c ion . Less than h 
alf of the members have 

government s bas ed s ole l y upon 
maj ori t y r ule.194 

Too, 
whe n one e xamines the history 

of tur moil within African 
count r i es , one will discover t hat Rhodesia, 

though ruled 
by a minority , is at least peaceful. 

In 1965 and 1966, 
Africa saw eight pres i dents a nd two prime 

ministers deposed 
and these African nati ons had many riots.195 

Not only in 

1965 and 1966 has violence taken place in the majority--

black--ruled c ountries but it has been happening through

out the nearly four years of peaceful rule by Smith. 

Even recently , two murders have occurred to two outstanding 

black African lead er s. 

At least the whi tes and blacks in Rhodesia can 

belong to any or even f orm a new political party. One 

must point out , neverthe l ess, t hat certain black political 

parties have been banned due to t he threat of violently 

t There is no certainty overthrowing the present govern.men• 

that Ian Smith ' s Rhodesian Front party will be the leading 

White ruling party . b defeated by perHe c ould easily e 

haps the Rhod es i an National Pa r t y which i s composed of 

4 s . to ' Rescue'?" P• 29. 19 "Another Coun try for U • 
Re publ i c, CLV 

195 " Confid ent Rhod esians • " ~ ~ 
(September 17 , 1966) , PP • 15- 16 • 



extreme ri ~htists who believe that 9l 
Smith is too moderate . 

ThiS party 1s committed to no ti e s 
With Britain and have 

bra.nclerl 3"Il 1 t h as "a screamin g • long 
haired 11 beral. 111 96 

fortunately , for al l of Rhod esia , most of the 
whites d o 

not feel this way abou t Smith, though they do 
believe in 

white d omination es pecially since the stepped-up raid s to 

Rhodesia b y guerri llas trained in Tanzania 197 and Algeria. 

smi t h ha s had t o f ight all the way against this radical 

element so that apar theid would not be written into the 

new const i t u tion.
198 

One would see that if Smith were 

di s lodge d h is place 

would not be taken by a happy band of multiracial 
liberal s singing hippie songs but by a definitely 
un-li beral gang who would deprive Africans of many 
ri ghts a nd privileges they enjoy at present, and 
turn Rh od ef99 1 s feet towards, not away from , 
apartheid . 

One cannot say that all the members of the United Nations 

have a choi ce of political parties within their own 

countries, as d oes Rhod esia--there are dictatorships in 

Russia, Cuba , I ran, I raq, Ghana, Ethiopia, Egypt, Portugal, 

Indonesia, and ma n y other countries. 

1 96 II Days o f Wine and Salmon," Newsweek• LXXII 

(July 1, 1 96 8 ), P • 53• 

l 97Ibid . 

8 , Hairies • , " Ne wswe ek• LXXII 
l 9 " Smith vs . t h e 

(July 2 9 , 1 9 6 8 ) , p • 4 0 • 
II 

199 h Emperor Wilson, 
Elspeth Huxle y , "T e 1 o 

!kview , XX ( Novembe r 5, 1968) • P• 
11 

• 

National 



The Un i tec, Nati ons has Placed 
economic sanctions 

upon Rhodes i a in orde r to topple the Smith 
government. 

Thi S , i t has not d one but it has 
succeeded in hurting 

gr ea t l y the very people who they r "t 
a e rying" to protect 

by caus i ng wi de sprea d unemployment among the blacks. 

Els pe t h Hu x l e y wrote : 
As 

92 

I t is a fi~e objective ••• f or the UN to set 
i tse l f -- to bring ec on omic ruin to a country inhabited 
by , as is so offen pointed out, a handful of whites 
and near l y f ive mi llion Africans. Out, if it suc
ceeded , would g o the big black baby with the few pints 
of white bathwater . Sanctions will not succeed in 
their objective , but they wi ll succeed in making every
t h ing more d ifficult for everyone except the Chinese 
Communist , whose path of infiltration via the Tanzan 
railroad 288 other routes wi ll be considerably 
smoothed . 

Miss Huxley was blaming Wils on in his role of 

negotiator with Smith by saying that he had gone into 

negotia 1 ons as t . a di ctator and not as a negotiator. She 

believed that better s urroundings, such as a conference 

round table on dry land, should be found rather than 
201 board a battleship. Of having the negotiations on 

likely that a meeting will course , now it is not even 

take place . 

t he United States' position in Many critics of 

Understand why this count r y backing Britain cannot 
is doing 

so . As these critics ask : 

ZOO I b i d . 

ZOl Ib i d . 

U •ted States 11 Why should the nl 



he l Gr A. Bri tA.in re i 93 n control 
over a colony Which has 

eclare i its innepennenc e jus t a s 
the United States 

oeclare~ its innependence from 
Britain 190 years ago?rr202 

Repr esentative Gross , Republi 
can from Iowa , says that 

united S tate s partic ipation in 
the boycott is Violating 

the United States Constitution b 
ecause Congress, and not 

the Presid ent , has the right tor 1 egu ate foreign commerce. 
People a r e a sking why 

the Uni ted States boycotts 
friendly 

Rhodesia when many of their allies 
are still trading with 

Nor th Vietnam? 

The United States criticized Rhodesia for not 

declaring a ll people equal and for not giving all of the 

blacks the f ranchiseo Did the United States give even 

all of the whites the franchise after their own Declaration 

of Ind epend ence ? 

At t h e onset of American independence the franchise 
was limited to a small portion of American a dult white 
males , qualified on a basis of property and income. 
The Declaration d id not enfranch ise females or any 
non~whites what~ijr, elevate any Indians , or emancipate 
a sing le slave o 

The f irs t president in American history to be 

ele c t e d b y t h e common man was Andrew Jackson in 1828 • The 

N the franch-ise until after the Civil egro d i d no t receive 

War when the F i f teenth Amendment was rnad e part of 
th

e 

t ' Rescue'?" P • 28 • 202 "Another Country for U • 8 • 0 

203
Ma r shall , P • 64 . 



constitu ion in 1870 , and ev 94 
en the "fairer 

il sex" was Unable to vote unt the Ni neteenth A 
mendment in 1920. 

illegal , there are still segregated Though 
schools a nd Negroes , in a few states , sti ll have to 

meet certai n voting require
ments . However , it is not the 

writer 's intent to debate 
the moral issue but simply t o try and 

point out that the 
United St ate s d oes n ot have any right t 

0 take a "holier 

t han t hou'' stand-- "those who live in glass houses should 

not t hrow stones . 11 

Finally , the writer would like to emphasize that, 

t hough minority -ruled , the blacks in Rhodesia have a better 

way of life and higher standard s of living in nearly all 

areas , than the bla cks in their neighboring countries-

with the excepti on of the Union of South Africa . The 

blacks have a higher l i teracy rate and more are in school 

than in any other African nation below the Sahara Desert . 

From 1947 to 1966 the number of black government- operated 

primary schools increased from six to sevent y-seven while 

the secondary schools increased from one to seventeen. 

E 1966 s 18.5 per cent of the xpend i ture on educati on i n wa 
204 

budget, while in Zambia i t was only 14.3 per cent. 
d e overall 

Rhodesia has more daily newspapers an mor 

circulation--4 and 6J , 000 respectively--except t he 

204 Pejovich , P • 34 o. 



Democr tic Hepubli c of the C 95 ongo Which i 
1n a r ea an'"' near l y four s six times larger 

time s larger i 
n population than 

Rhodesia . A s one would e 
x pect , With the d 

evelopment of the 
Kariba Dam , Rh odesia produces 

more KWH in electricity with 
t he Democratic Republic 

of the Congo following and then, 
sharing the Kariba Da m, Zambia .205 

From several articles that this 
writer has read, it 

seems t o ind i cat e that it is not 237,000 whites against 

4, 410, 000 black s but 237,000 whites against the blacks that 

are l i ving in the cities and in the more populated , civilized 

areas -- t he minority , not the majority , of blacks . The 

tribal chiefs give more support to Smith in his stand 

against t he British g overnment than they do to the black 

African nationalists . True , these chiefs are illiterate, 

primitive , and paid by the government, but the fact remains , 

they do not support black nationalism. This was proven when 

the 622 tribal c h i efs and headmen supported Smith ' s proposal 

for u. D. I . in the November 5, 1964 election and again in 

February , 1965 when Wilson sent Arthur Bottomley, Common-

wealth Relat ions Secretary , to Rhodesia . When Bottomley 

Vi s ited 600 c h ief s and headmen at Domboshawa, they indicated 

t h i h Britain for dealing with "black 
er displeasur e wit 

205 Dilemmas of African 
L. Gray Cowan , ~ d Co:npany, 196S), 

Q).depende nce ( New Yor k : Walker an 
PP • 1 0 9 - 1 J 5 • 



nationalis polit icians i ns tead 
of 'the t rue leaders t he people , the chiefs ., 11 206 of 

Another chief 
said that 

.Britain had interfered t oo long 
and that "We want our 

i ndepend ence n ow--tonight , at 5 o'clock. 11207 
Another 

amusing i nc i d e n t was when futonka 

96 

phant barbecue , said of the black 
Chief Binga, at an ele-
nationalists 

' "you cannot 
change a brown cow into a whi te cow. 11 208 

The nat i ons of the world should let 
the Rhodesians 

alone and l et t h em work out their own problems . After 

all , a nation is not built in a day or even a few years--

it takes many years and still perfection--if there is 

such a word when applied to a government--cannot be 

reached . Rh odesia , like the United States, would have to 

have the eventual goal of racial equality. 

I t can be argued that the proposed Constitution and 
the goal of eventual racial parity is merely a screen 
of smoke behind which the white minority in Rhodesia is 
trying to conceal its intention of permanent domination. 
If this were the case the ruling elite in Rhodesia would 
pay , sooner or later , for its shortsightedness . Thus, 
to accept this argument one would have to assume that 
white R~g~esians are an utterly unrealistic bunch of 
people o 

20611 Ind ependence at 5 o'clock?"~' LXXXV 
(!'larch 12 , 1965) , p . 26. 

ZO? Ibi d . 

ZO Si bid . 

209p . . h eJOVlC t P• 340 . 



The argument f or a on e 
man-one v t 0 e Principle 

be the desireo and t he i dealist ic way may 

to rule a country, 
but it is r ather a n unreali sti c 

principle in the light of 
the f a c t t hat many of t he black R 

hodesians--mainly the 
z.5 million rural blacks --are n ot interested 

in politics 
or who rules them as long as they 

retain the privileges 
now given to them . Many d o not understand the principles 
and concepts of this Western development. The type of 

11de:nocracy II that is found in the United States is not 

97 

ne cessarily the right type of government for all people. 

The United States was founded because people were escaping 

from oppressive governments; therefore, they were eager to 

have certain freed oms and rights in their new government. 

The development of the United States government has been 

unique. The people had been educated to take a responsible 

part, no matter how small, in the government . It is not 

this easy for the Afri can nations--to haye the shackles 

removed and told , "now you are free, go and rule • 11 It 

takes ti~e; time that evidently the world is not willing 

to give to Rhod esia . 

The way in which the world is proving that it is 
• to Rhodesia 

not Willing to give this pre ciously needed time 

. that has been placed upon her. 18 by the sanctions 
Pejovich 

for the sanctions is stated that the mos t likely reason 

because 



A erlcAn Ann British Politi 98 
in terrr.s of the aspirations cans [ s1cJ tend t 
They Are not d irectly concer~~dAfrican P011tic1~n;~1nk 
the African mass es who , unlike twith the welfare of 
possible fu ture voters at th heir leaders are 

ti th w e United N t ' not some mes e estern politici a ions; and 
it is ex pe d ient to retain th ~ns seem to think that 
lead ers in African territori:s.riend s hip of moderate 
ate leaders find it d esirable toWhile even the moder
emotions and resentments of th b~ppease the racial 
d i d not , they could n ot surviv: i~ck people. If they 
more extreme rivals , who feel that t~s felt, against 
the entrenchment of a non-racial ey cannot afford 
a reasonably achievable franc hi sep~;!fic~l equality, 
terms for ~very literate and responsibla Rhle on equal 
whatever his color . clU e odesian 

The que stion that i s foremost in the minds of the 

world is: What will be the future of Rhodesia? This 

writer contend s that their present government could succeed 

and that Rhod esia could be an outstand ing example of racial 

equality in Africa. They could live harmoniously together 

if the outside world would let them alone . 

It is not logical to conclude that the blacks would 

always remain on the lower echelon of the scale . A£ter 

all , if the blacks were to be continually denied privileges , 

what chance would the 237,000 whites stand againS t the 

4,410,000 blacks ? 

The blacks , fir st of all, must be trained to take 

responsibility in the Rhodesian government . 
At this time 

1 few qualified to d o so . 
there are only a comparative Y 

this from w. Hutt, 
It 210Pejovich (p . J40) quo1~eidualist Review, Winter 
The Rhodesian Columny, 11 ~ .:!:I!.ln:!;:;.:!:..:::..:::~----

1968 , Po 5 o 



If th govern~en t were to fal l i n t o the 99 

hands of the blacks at this time , one would undoubt ed ly 
s ee 

much turmoil between 

The main reas on that the 
the black political par t ies . 

privileges is that the two 
mos t popular part1es --the outlawed Zi b 

m abwe Afri can People's 
Uni on and Zi mbabwe African Nationalist U i 

blacks have not a chieved more 

at odds wi th each other . 
n on--are continually 

The b l a cks must work together t 
o achieve their goal 

of rnaj ori t y-ru le • At the same time, though, they must not 

push out t he whites . The whites and blacks must learn to 

govern together for the good of all Rhodesians. If the 

bl acks do gain control, they will need the whites for the 

financial security that they represent. Rhodesia has become 

a wealthy nation--or was before the sanctions were placed 

against them--only because of the whites that have gone and 

invested in Rhodesia . 

Pejovich said of Rhodesia's future: 

It will depend on the extent of true determinati~n 
of its rulers to carry out the exp~riment 0

~ ~~m~;~e: 
racial parity , as well as o~ t~r1willingnes 
gover nments to let them do it. 

211Pej ovich, P • J4l. 
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P . L :' l c • ,3 T TI ~T I c OFT 
FEDERATION 

----================== ----
y
=~:R=---- CLL · rK - / ~.A (sq . - ; -il_e_s-=)================---
~ BL.A ---===---

--===• • =11=• -- -= - - =- - •=-•=•·· CKS WHITE;-
-- ···•=•···•=•··•·-·· - ... 
195J ry p.sALA D 37 , 0 00 

N RT&... 1 RHODESIA - 290 , OOO 
SOUTHERN RHODE IA - 1 50,000 

2 , 250,000 
1 , 500 ,000 
1 ,500 ,000 

4,ooo 
40,000 

140,000 

--------- --------------------------------
1958 NY ASALA ND 

NORTHERN RHODES IA 
SOUTllliRN RHODES IA 

2,580,000 
2,110,000 
2,290,000 

6 ,700 
66,ooo 

178,000 

----- ----------------------------
1959 

1961 

NYASALAND 
NORTHERN RHODESIA 
SOUTHERN RHODESIA 

NYASP.LAND 
TORHTERN RHODES IA 

SOUTHERN RHODESIA 

2,870,000 
2,110,000 
2,300,000 

2,870,000 
2,400,000 
2,900,000 

8,600 
73,000 

193,000 

8,600 
74,000 

221,000 

----------------------------------------------------------
1968 RHODESIA (SOUTHERN ) 4,410,000 237,000 

----------------------------------------------------------
19 5 . 11 The .A t lan ti c 3 statistics - 11 African Fe d eration , - !;_;·.::;.:;;;-...-

:v; onthlv , CXCI ( April , 195J ), P • 21 • 
ti ve on Central 1958 statistics - Keith Irvine, "Persp(~c ne 1958), P• 32B . 

Africa , 11 Current History, XXXIV u ' 

1959 statistics - ,, Africa--The Black 
Newsweek , LIII U•larch 9 , 1959), 

and the White,11 
P• 42. 

11 
Federation , 

196 "The Dissolving 341. 1 statistics Keith Irvine , ber 1962) , P• 
- XLIII (Decem ' 

Current Hi s tory , 1968. 
1968 December 15' 

statistics - new York Time s , 
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UU TLINh OF OFFICES HELD 

pRI'•'J ,; I NI STt.Hb OF THE FEDERA TION : 

I . 

I I. 

Sir Godfrey Huggins _ 1953_1956 (re s i gned) 

Sir Roy We lensky - 1956- l 963 (end of the Federation) 

PRH~t '.-'. I NI ST~Rd OF S OU 'r HERN RHODES IA : 

I. Si r Godfrey Huggins - 1933-1953 
(resigned to become PM of the Federation) 

II . Garfi e l d Todd - 1953-1957 
(forced out by political pressure) 

III. Sir Edgar Whitehead - 1957-1962 
( was defeated in the December, 1962 election) 

IV. Winston Field - 1962-1964 
(resigned on April 13, 1964) 

v. Ian Smith - April 14, 1964 -



A PE DI C. 

COR SPONDENC S 

The following pa es are the l e tters that the writer 

to various men in order to r e ceive information in 

wrote with he r thesis . Al s o included are the responses 
c nnection 

t he writer 
that 

she wrote . 

received in conne ct ion with the letters that 



4) 6 Or101e 
C rk V1lleC1rcle 
United ' tatesTennessee 3704 
Febr uary 14 of Ameri ca o 

, 1969 

Right Honorable Ian Sm1 th 
~~me Minister of Rhodesia 
Salisbury , Rhodesia 

sir : 

I am a student a t the Austin Peay State Uni 
in Clarksville , Tenne ssee , U. S . A. In August 1 versity located 
master's degree in history . I yet have my thes~! to receive my 
The topic I have chosen is "The Independence M to write. 
desia . 11 In my t hesis I plan to d efend your go~!~:~t ;n Rho-
in this movemen t . Do (13icJ to its be ing a relati 1 nt 8 position 

t ve Y recent 
subject, there has no been a great deal of material m d 
able--at least, not at our univers ity. a e avail-

The purpose of this letter is to inquire as to the avail
ability of any material that has been printed with your own 
views presented . I shall be very grateful if you would send 
me any information that you feel would help me to present an 
accurate view of your policies dealing with the independence 
movement . 

In closing , may I add , that I have written a letter to my 
Congressmen, representing Tennessee in the United States Senate 
and the House of Representatives, telling them of my desire to 
resume trade relations with Rhodesia . I believe our present 
stand is rather hypocritical . I believe President Nixon has 
stated that this is one topic he wishes to discuss wi th the 
Br· t· It · y sincere 1 lsh on his up-coming visit to Europe. is m d 
~:sir~ that a progressive step will be taken to resume tra e 

lations with Rhodesia . 

Tha time and any consideration 
that nk you very much for your 

You may give to the above subject. 

Respectfully yours, 

Mrs . Linda Hampton 



, I , I I 

26 th Febr u r y , 1969• 

, 1 1 Hamp ton , Jurs . • . 
436 Oriole Circle , 
Cl arksvill e , 
Tennessee 37040 , 
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 

Dear Mr&. Hampt on , 

The Prine Minister ha s a sk e d me to thank you f or 

your l etter of the 14 th Fe bru ary , and t o tel 1 you th a t ·he 

has passed your re ques t f or i nforma t i on on Rhodesia to the 

Department of Informa tion fo r their a ttention. You should 

be hear i ng f rom t h em short l y . 

He appr ec i a tes your support and sends you his be s t 

wi shes. 

Yours s i ncer e l y , 

R . St a llwood 

(The Wl:'i t 6 ) er r e ceived this reply on Ma y 12 , 19 9 



436 Or iole Cir 
Clarksvill cle 
May 5 , 1969 Tennessee 37040 

pmba.ssad or of the Union of South Afr ica 
nited Na tions 
ew York , Ne w York 

Dear Sir : 

I am a studen t at t he Austin Peay s t t u. 
· Cl k · 1 a e n1 vers i t y loca ted 1n a r sv1 le , Tennes see . In Augu t I · t r d . . s am to rece1 ve my mas er s egr ee 1n history I yet h 

· · t h . • ave my 
thesi s to wr1 e • ! e top1 c I have chosen is "The Inde-
pendence fl'i ovement 1n Rh od esia. 11 In my thesis I pl 
to defend Ian Smith I s p os ition in this movement. ~~ to 
it being a rela t i v e l y recent subject, there has not been 
a great deal of material made available--at least not at 
our university . ' 

The purpose of this letter is to inquire as to the 
avai l abi l i t y of any material that has been printed with 
Pr i me ~'l iniste r Smith I s own views presented. I wrote to 
Prime Mi niste r Smi t h in February but I have not received 
a r epl y . I t h ought t hat perhaps my lett E:- r ha d not 
reached Rhodes ia . Since y our country is aiding Rhodesia 
I would apprec i ate a ny inf ormation that you could obtain 
for me or te ll me h ow to g o about receiving the above 
inf orma ti on . 

Thank y ou v e r y mu ch for y our time and any cons i deration 
that you may g i ve to t he above subject• 

;;;;::;;~ 
Mr s• Linda Hampton 



Ref.: 9/1/5 

Dear Madam, 

PER MAN E NT S OUTH A FRICAN MISSI ON 

T O THE UN ITED NATI ON S 
17™ FLOOR - 3 

0 0 E A ST 42 '!.o S TREET 

NEW YO RK , N . Y. 1001 7 

9th May 1969 

With reference to your letter of 5th May 
I would suggest that you write to the Rhodesian ' 
Information Office, 2852 McGill Terrace N.w., 
Washington D.C.20008. 

Yours :taitbf'ully, 

Mrs Linda Hampton 
436 Oriole Circle 040 
Clarksville, Tennessee 37 

12 1969 . ) 
. d thiS r eplY on MaY , 

(The writer re ceive 
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