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Marshall, Betty 1 

What is your full name and when were you born? 

Mrs. Marshall: My full name is Betty Marie Scough Cross Marshall. I was born 8-18-23 in Sterling, 
Illinois. 

What branch of the service did you serve in? 

Mrs. Marshall: In the Army Nurse Corp. 

What were your parent's names and their occupations? 

Mrs. Marshall: My father's name was Elmer Scough. My mother's name Clara Frances Dougherty 
Scough. My father was a farmer. He raised corn up in Illinois and my mother was a housewife. She had 
three children to raise and didn't ever work outside the home. 

Did you have any brothers and sisters? 

Mrs. Marshall: I have a brother and a sister, both older than I am. 

You graduated from high school correct? 

Mrs. Marshall: Yes, in 1941, Caldwell High School in Caldwell, Kansas. 

Do you remember anything about the Great Depression? 

Mrs. Marshall: We all lived with my grandparents then because my mother and father had died. He 
moved us from Illinois to Kansas and I remember everybody was depressed financially and emotionally. 
Some people were so depressed emotionally they committed suicide. 

You were talking earlier that you remembered the dust blow during those years. Tell me about that. 

Mrs. Marshall: Very, very much. The dust was blowing everywhere just like a big cloud of smoke. It was 
in the house and people covered up there upholstered furniture with sheets and bedspreads. It blew the 
topsoil of the ground. In the recent times out there in Kansas they had planted shelter belts they called 
them of trees and bushes where the wind doesn't blow continuously that hard and the birds have a place 
to rest too. 

How did the dust blow affect your family? 

Mrs. Marshall: I don't know that it affected us much more than anybody else. We were just farmers and I 
remember there was a tornado not far from where we lived and we went over to see what happened 
afterward. There was a car that was blown from the top of a bluff down to the little creek that was down 
there and it was blowing clear down there. I remember there were chickens running with their feathers off 
that had been in the tornado and houses were destroyed. There was a piano there that was just torn all to 
pieces. 

Did you have a job in between when you graduated from high school and before going into service? 

Mrs. Marshall: When I graduated from high school I went directly into nurses training. When I graduated 
from nurse's training I had a job working at the hospital where I graduated. I think I mentioned this 
earlier, but I belonged to the Cadet Nurse Corp. That was an organization that I had not heard of. I knew 












