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'I'r.~ s st.t, c:y ex c ::-,.:ir.ed t i;e pu pi l t r ar.s :;:;ortati on s y s terr. w~thin L .;. c i.s on 

Co .rnty . i n 2 tte ~ : t ~as mad e t c i ti entify pr oble ms in order t ~at i~ cr ove-

S; c ci~l attenti c n wa s ~.:i ve~ t c t:e f ollowin[ area s: 

J". 2 irte1, s nce . l'.ini~Jm s a fet y r e s ~irement s in ma ny st2tes are fe2. r-

~~ l l ~ ~ ~e s c~00 : trans 0rt~t ion safe r , LLl t U1e s t anda r as 1 ve bLi lt-

~n l~mit a t i c ns . B~s ~ nc f Gci t.: rers a r e bLlilc in[ bu ses wi t h more emphasis 

o r. i;T, .; ro '; e ment in s a f et} . ? re vent i ve ma i nt e mmce or. a 11 b i..;se s s h ou ld 

be a me: j or cor_cern . 

On e . a y t o c omb:: t a ti , r t b t.: o.1_tet 

i~~ Tetro : i ~ ti n : ,.•t i er. :ne2r.s i. c o ·_ t:~ t the CLr r ent f leet c f h :ses r.:ieting 

'Ir ,e c vn_;.,u ter has s2 veo mcne _,. in t.rJ e mainter.cinc e are a of 

f~ ~l tr2~spor t a ti on. 

Drive r 'Ir .::. inin"· • Only q uclified uri vers s hoL ld be h ~re c . T;,ey 

sric ~.i.c b 2ve t r 2i n ine i n erner[enc:,- proc e du res as 'wel l as trEiir,ed ir; 

s ~Ldent ci s c~ ~li~e . The d r _ver sh o ~lo. h2v e t~e a. thority to t ak e any 

.:'Cc1 :.oc nacle s t e_;'S ne ces s2 r y to r.anc.l e studen t s ·1>:ho mi s be have. 

3 u s Rot..tes . Co;:ip; ters c ;: n be c.: s eci .:.1 sc.eduli n <_r, c:, i.; s ro i.; tin c s . 

·wi :. ! . .::.n iri ~m~t es t :.c :, c c:. n :_or ocuce tr: cus 2. n d s of al ternc: tive r0 Lti::1 ~s and 

::::::- ir,t c c: -'c. s of t h e rr. o s t eff i c i e nt ones. 

hfte r e x.- ,u1.:._n2.t :;. c r. o:f t r.i s study , s e ve r ~ ::. ~rot ::.e::.!:; were id ent::.fied . 

~.lti1G\.. n. s ome o f fr,~:s e p::- o:..'..err.s i,..•o ... lci ::-eql.:i r e fTlC:r e ft:n c s , s ome c o1... J d 

t e sclveci ~ ~t h lit~::.e e r n c adc i~ ional expe nse. 
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. ' <-- - .1. 2 ;_,ossit l c • 

.:.:r,cn,~ _-1. L.6-:. r. -:. c. , p::: r c r. t s , t ea ci. c rs , .::: r.c scl.oc l t t.s or i vcrs t::-ia: t.here 

2:c s e r ~c~s p~ot le rns e~i sti n; wi t hir. tte trar. s por t 2c ion system . 

For t r.e pa s t !ot. r ~eer. years , tt i s write! ~&s been ern;lcye d ~y t he 



~t e p~obl eIT explor ed concerni n[ th e Di cks on County School Di strict 

tr2~s p~~t2 t ic ~ sy~te~ place6 EpeciEl em phasis on ( 1) ~aicten2nce , (2) 

b1.; s r ou tes , (.3) C..r iver t r ainin0 , anc. ( Li ) student beha vicr on bus es . 

Dur in[ the past decade , t he Di cks on County Schoo l Di s t r ict t r anspor 

tc. t:.cn s:-,T tcm te.~ o-own fr om one of f or ty- f ive buse s transporting 3, 996 

studer!ts t o one of f i f t y- ei 6ht buse s t r ans por ting S, 183 s"tuder: ts daily . 

The budget of the trans porta t i on sys t em has i ncr eased f r om $185, 679.25 

i n 1970 t o $485, 386 . 00 in 1980 . The total mileage trave led ha s i ncreased 

from appr ox ima tely 400, 000 t o SOC, OCO miles. Some basic pr ollems are 

irJ-.ie r en t to any t r ans por t 2 t ion system . However , du e to con t i nua l grow i nt; 

criti:is~ in recent year s , t he writer felt it wa s worthwhi le t o i denti f y 

so~e of the se protl eIBs and to de t ermine if any chan ~€S could be made 

to impr ove t he t ::::-anspor t ,• t i on s ystem. Ther efor e , t he s t u dy wa s conduc ted 

to ident i fy pr cblems existing i n the t r 2ns por t a tion s ys t em , rank the pro

bl ems 8ccordi n6 tc the ir ser iou snes s , and t o offer pr a c tica l s ucgestions 

ba sed on resear ch da t a and r ela ted literature t ha t cou lc br i ng a bou t 

chani e s in the t r ans por t ~ti on sys t em . 

The stuc..y w;:;s limite d t o the Di cks on Cou nt y School Di s tr i ct . Fur ther

mor e , i t involves o::1 l y students wr10 r id e bu se s and parer.ts t hat have 

studen~s who ~id e b~2es . 

Thi s s tudy we s condu ctPd du r i n; the y e a= cf 19EC- 81 s chool year. 



~n o~inionnaire w2s i.;sed to ob~a:. ~ th e re s ea r c t data uss~ in th is 

I t ccnc: is te d o: F .irt:·· Cj uesticns . l. n atter.:;- t 

t ~:i o~ . :llc , a~ 2t t ern pt wa s mad~ t o i ncl ude quest i ons tha t wou ld 

bs r~:e~2 nt t o all of t~e d i ffe rent t ypes c f pe ople who would be ~iven 

a n opini onna i r e . 

Tr:e op:.1.ic nna ire wa s dis t::::- i b'Jt ed to ,?E t a cr oss - s ec tion of th e 

dr:.v : ::::- s ana fi~ ty t~ac~e r s . The on l y c::::- i terion i mposed on s tu den t s and 

p2rer.. ts :. s t hey e i t he r r ode bus e s or had ctildr en w~o r oa d buse s . 

f lsc , t ~ac~~ r E we r e ~sked t o Gi ve t hem to studen t s who t hey fe l t wo~ld 

r e t ~r n t ~e: .. ~he r t ude nts we r e ~iver.. t he opportunity tc comple t e t he 

opin i onn2ire i~ clas s e li~ina t i ng t he chance t o los e or failu r e t o 

':' r ,e c pi::i onnai r e s were dist ri b1: t ec anc th e r esu lts were ta bi.;lated 

i n fiv e ca te i or ie s : rtudent s , pa r en ts , t e a ch e::::-s , bu s dr iver s , a nd 

3 



I .c. t r oct..c : i e, n 

T~ so~c e ci t.. c 2 t c r s t h e sc nocl bus deli ver i n E it~ l oa c. of ex c i t e d , 

v i er;. r.t , e , .. ·e :::· c.r,i l e r r; r, re :;:-re s ';:;n ts a l Rr,-_-e pe rce nt ,:; g -e of t.r. e edt.. c c t i on 

~ o t t ers it de si [ n ~ t e~ 2 tre mend ot..s 2moL. r.t o f cieta i l t o sc~e d ~le 

t.: , e :::- c '., te ::: prc,perly . A!1d, t c a fe"', it i s a :nodern version of Pc:. r n2 s s u s 

on whe e l s , spe \..-i nt:- f ortr. t 2 pe ci less ons and '11 V pr o r:,ffa ms as tne bu s moves 

fr crr. r H. !T: f. -:. o sci: oo l . 'Wr.2 t e v e r t he v i e\.. , over a qc.2 rter-of - a mi ll ion 

t ~ses c~ r~y ~n ~ ~or e t h~r, s ix t ~ li on s tua e n t s a te cos t o f over $2 billi on 

;::- J e2 r r e:;:1::-c_;c_· r. .. s a r, i rr._;1or t ,, n t p2 rt c f e m;c a t i or, , one wcrtr.y o : cl ose 

E~ ::. tc:·y is Vcl ['U e about t h e s t a rti n r· oats o f f c rmc l scbool tr,rns-

t r2n s ::x rt ; -.: i c r: c f ::;c:pi_ s a t puc li c expen se . By 1920 , i r. r.e ;: r l :y a ll :;a r t s 

~,:pe nse . Tr,e ::-io s t c offi!: icn ve !".~ c l e u seo t o mov e c r.i l c.re n 

: t so l n f e r i LG . C t c : 175.oc .~ 

: ,c.,te ::--t i-.n1 e r ~ : .c:. , "~-:e r ::: · ly ·,.- e He l l , .l cn.- ,'' S cbco : I'-~E, r, :, , e 11 c:n t , 
X '::!. ' :-: C • 1 1 ( 1 9 = (, ~ ' 1 ;> • 

2 
l ;:t t c , " C~~·- ,.r.~.:·u:::.:)· :'.::: □ c-~.':)e !"' : ·i e ' l 

~- c,.: r :-: . :_ , c::...r :: =- (l.cve:n·o~:- , --------------------
G 



w~.::.le i ~: r cvc ~e nt t a s be en cc ntinuo ~s , scloo l b s s a fet y i s a primar y 

c _ r,c e.::r. o f ::1 ::. ny ec.uc2 "crs , :;-,2rer,ts , E.nC. s i 2 te enc fe d ere 1 e·overn=1~n ts . 

Ee~ s s fs :..s s ~fe? St _t:..s t :..cs s he~ sc hoo l t ~ses ar e ei cf t t ime s 

i =-· c r:E ir:j:..: r :,- pe r one m.::.llion pa c; s enger :r.iles . So , on the f ace of it , 

211 c f;>Ear s well w.: t h s c~;ool t;.;s safe tj . 3 The se r_. tes a::-e no t good 

(., 
._; - ti ~tics she~ tt a t ove r 5 , 0CC s t~ der:ts are irjt.:red or killed 

in2 ~oe of buse E. Ana these si Eti s t ics pertain only tc injuri e s s us-

t 2inec ~ ~:e n t ~s c s a re i nvo lved in r e porteo acc io ents . Tney do no t i n-

t~ e ; ~c n o t i nclGc e injuries occurr i ng oLl ts ioe of the schocl bu s . 

·•,·.}: ;: r cx i :r,. te::._y hc l:f of a ll sccocl bus relc.ted 2ccic s nts oc cu r in t ne 

ti:.~ lo2cin r:, o::::- unlo2dint; zones , and of these a ce · dents , t6 percent of 

-.: : 0 e f ::,t c ::.~ t i es .:r:vclve element,, rJ s choo l ctildr en . .,4 

r~ we ir~in[ a ttrit~ t es of var.::.ous s ch ool b:..: s ~s or: t he mar ke t , 

e ~~ =-J s chc0 l 0c _~d s t ould r evie~ thes e st2 t isti cs , and ~ive sa fet y 

J 
J arr.e::: h . h; ;:::sc , "Cnan t_"ef F;c- ed e d in School bt.: s Sa fe ty , " 

1.:::e:·: can '.:cr. :-cl c: n o 'C n:.. ve ::::- si T} , XLVI (.T?.m .. ,~ :::-J , 19cL) , 36- JE. 

~ 
j c :;e pr; Ce.:.::. c c , " 7oLnci : Cne2:;-. a n,: ....., ::: c. :; ';. 2.;. 1. c I.:ic:::-ease 

S c.. : E: \· 2 : :3 c s S-'..c::s , " 'I: .e r.:C.P.~-i_ c ; r Sc r. C' Ol. ::: -:2 :::-c j · t.: r n;.:l , CLXIII 
( h c ,·e ~tc.. , 1 s,76 ~ , - uC- L 1 . 



1,c r, :::-·c t E:: ci -:1 E cr.ilc ren er. trusc;ec to their cii str i ct 's c c. re . Tne bo2. r ci , 

i t~ i~c i ~ i cLa l members , ~nd it s em ~l oye e s rn2y b ~ hE 1d a c count~l l e ~er 

in ~~r i~s or ci. e 2tf s r e s Llt inf frc m a s cb oc l b~s a cciden t . 0te n ac cidents 

oc::-1 :r, &c :-.; _ siric.· fin r_- e rs 2 ::·e nointed and intens e efforts are m2d e t o fix 

b l a me . 
5 

S cr. c.,: l t oc: :::-- co sLo i.; 1.d not r.i -.., k c.= ib e :r:.:stake of thinkinf 811 s ch ool 

b ~s e s a :::--E a l i ke . Tt c y a:::-- e yellow , to be s ure. hnci , t he y all com; l y 

wi t t. ~~~ im urn spec i f i ca t i ons ; if they didn ' t , t he manufa cturers wo uldn 't 

be i n bc sine s s . B1: t minim um s afe ty re q u i : ·e ments i n ma ny st~t es a re 

fe 2r f L- lly .~r:2oeq 1.,;2 te . Hopeful l y , tr:e fe dera l tovernrnent ' s Standa r d. 17 

wiil cor~ect t~ ls i n2 d e q La cy . 

Si-:: ::c.: ~rc. 17 , si i::ne d i nt c l3 v-· on M2 y 6 , 1972 , ,;rants ji..:.::::-isc ic-

t· c n e ve r all puLli c sc ~ool ;~ ~l l tra ns ~o::::-ta t i c n t o the f edera l gov-

e:::--nment . I t is c esi .;nec t c i mprove st::, te pr oc r c:Jms f or t r ans ; ortine 

pu ~i :~ s2.fel)· i r. urban SLd rural a r ea s by s ettin& r e~ Li re mc nts f or 

;:: r o ;.,e r c1 nc s 2 f e e qi; i ;,rnent; s ele ct ion , trai r.i n g , and su :i::e rvisi on of 

ur ~';e r s a nci ma .:. n -i;en~nce pers onr ,e l ; a nd t o mol e. aa:ni n :.s-cr at:. ve -p r ov i -

T Le nc· f eder a 2. safety standa :::--o ~ f c :::-- schoo l t us e s ,:ill un-

d out t t- c. l .\, ne::: ~; r:1~,k<.: sc ;)oo l tra ns vo r ta t i on safer , but t he s t 2nd z:: r o s 

6 
Lc-,·:.:c .E . S c.,, .1 -_ , 11

_ ·_ 'T c. l i-- ,·, - ~; .. :·:"' i•':;:-, r:. :O"':-_ ; nc;. S "t- 2. nc:2. r d 17," 
'.::cLcc1 ."12 nc; - e.:. \_ ::t , xn , l\ c . 11 (1 :~Sc) , 17 , 



)·_? V S bt: i ~ t - i r. li 1; i t 2 ti e ris . p ~ r e t tr 1 1 t b b . l t -- -- ,.; , . . ey a p p y or. J' o use s t::. _ 

::.. o::\ __ :: in c e t ,ee r. s ur: ,~2.0 eo o:.,, mc1 ny m2 jcr m2 nt:Lct L: :rers . Til e third 

l i ~it2 ti t r. i s t n2 t hsl f o f t he ~C children who £re ki lled eac h y e a r 

.J. , . t ~s - -:--el 2 t e c ;:-, c ci C: ent s 2re l: i llec. 0t: tdd e U.e t ~ s . 
7 

:::L s :i-:E. r. ::£'2 c: ti;re:rs a re doinf t neir p2rt to im prove sa fe ty by .:na ki n[ 

the ::: ic. e:: 2 r,ci r oc•fs stron ,;--er c:,· f c_; ll l enr t h , one - pi ece sid.e pane l s, 

r e ·" i: c i r:; · tc. e .:-:umber o f ;:ar.els , and dous le - l a :.: pi n e t he panels f or ~e a t e r 

t e ~si le strenf th . One boc.y ~a nuf~ct~rer ti eE the bociy to t h e chassi s 

1,.i tr. cc.1. rl;:. te .. -rG:1-1- a r ou nc D- bol t rn o..;nting "''hicri helps prevent s hi ftinf 

er s c; c ~c:, ti o r. c f h ie s te e l b ody fr om U ie cr:assiE i n the event of a crash 

or r oll - over . : n some ne ~ mcdel s, ~inoow esca pe ope i n ini s besia e e acr: 

~a? en ~er se 2 t are as much as or.e third l a r ~er tta r. t : os e i n cu rrent 

ov c .::. a i· ·.i d >:::r 2re 2 h;:;ve be e r. d evel opec . Ei [!h- b .., ck s eats , \>.ith s hock -

2 c:-so r ti :-. r f c 2rr; p~i c c i n£. a cros s tops 2 n c. si u e rails , help reduce the cLa.nce s 

be i !"L 1~ ::. YC•\ ' e '.:i , ::- u cr, a ~- tte driver ' s c om :;:,2:c-tmer:t , br2 kes, la.!:· £ e r "''ind -

s f i 0 l t ~i ;~~~ , r u tlic ao~r es s s yste ms , li r h t ~c~it c=inf sy s t e ms , a nd 

8 
r;ior e LL.: S~ c- z, .:...·e 1,e::.ne ci;.il t 1,,i t h po .. e:= ste e=in1:; anci t r ek e s . 



~ :: :-_c,, c l G_ ~.c-s , i s not s o 1I..1c t c1 r:1 cl- t er c f eq .. ~ · pmcnt a s it is o f t he 

::. c.:fe t.1 , t n e,1 c;T , ue , ·uelon"s ir. t he curr i ct..lc.rr. , ,rnd 

... . ~nere . ~t e sc~oc l bil s is an ext~~sion of 

t r .. :..:: .._. ~-~ ~:;., fe C :"! t ·1e t ~ s , we s he l C te ; iv ::._ n ~ tfJe r: scrr.s (e h~ v icrc:l 

cr i t eri a tc l iv~ L ~ t o . Parents and p~~· 1s s hould know ~ha t i s expecte d 

of tL e:-:-' c nce youncs t ers boar d tl.e schoc l bu s . Al s o , ~ub lic aw2.rene~s of 

s 2.f e t y c.ar. be the F-T e 2t es 1, cie t crrent t o sc hoc l b s 2cci dents and SL .dent 

Sc~00l lo~ =t s can te i~s~r umenta l in ~ttin[ ais t r i ct s&fety 

~~e s c~ c c, _ o~rd shot..l~ see tha t ever ) stu cie nt rider i s ~ .stn icted 

Loca l sci"Jc c l ! ,02::-ds c2n c. o !:lor e to pro:note t r 2m:portati c. n s a fet y 

tr. . rJ 2r:y ether e-T O.Jp ; and mos t of tte m dcn ' t . Budt-ets &re t he m2.jor 

excu se , ct nd i ~ s c□ e cas e s t hi s ma y be a ll too tr~e . However, there 

;._ scc. oo ..:.. bo,. n ..: t r ct ns 1-ort c:: ti :: n comm · tt ee s bo1. l d be ~t.. t to .,. e t her 

c, r,c, c r. c:. r - e c. 1, ::. t r i nve s ti cati ni-. tlie schc,c,l tu s ope rat ior, i r. t r:e di s -

-tric: . ,. st..rv: of al l 2cc idents involvinf school t~ ses s ho~l d be 

0 



2 , ic.. E :ner r c nc) :i::roceu Gres . 'I!-.e s choo l bo.=i r :: s hou l e. : m ·ol ve 3='a r er.. ts i n 

t;s: ::. :=-. f.::: -:. .~ tr2ini n c r.,r ogrc,m ;; !°l l'. rec om:nend t h : t ad -...: lt rn or.itors r ide t h e 

t 1JSEs or. 2 re .-_;t; l c r basi ::: . ;._ schoc l boa r c ' s irivcl ·.,em-=n t in tr"rnsporta -

C:: .:;.r .F:=:ctor s 

~2: _p orte:ri t , c.no rm.. c: t DE ef fe ctively wE:: lcied intc a proa.1.: c t ive unit. BLt 

the si n Lle , ~ os t i~ ~or t a nt c ~r.t r ibJtor t o tt e e n t i re effor t is the Qri v ~r 

cc~lc be L~~ diffe =ence bet~een s u cc es s an8 fa ilJ re , profit d r. d loss of 

Th1: strenc tr, of recpl e is a 'we s ome 2na. tre -

10 
m~n6 c Ls , b~t it ~u s t b e nur t ure d ~nc d eve lo ped . 

,c 



yo1-:n ,! , ou:.st.s r.dinc as wel l as me dioc re . Some are warrr; , :;:-r oduc t i ve , 2nd 

~rc~ i ci ent dr i ver s wto 2r e important cont r i bu tor s t c t he edu cational 

sys terr,. Ot r.er s :::i:::.·e sJ-Joddy , be l ow- avera ge jou rneymen ,:ho l ack mor al e 

ar,d spi r it , and ca nno t wor k wi t :1 ch i ldr er. . The i r job i s a l one ly one . 

~hey c~ n~ o t ~2ce t he~ r ch2r ges. There i s no cohort t o t ur n t o when two 

t oys s t 2r -t f igh t i ng , no experi enced par tner on whom one can r e ly when 

thr e e ,?i r l s smote , and no wi tne s ses whe n soft dr i nk bot t les are thr own 

11 
at the ~i nds hield . 

Sch oo l boards ca n and mus t t ake 2n act ive par t i n i nsuring pr oper 

training fe r pe ople who dri ve bu ses . Only qua lified dr ivers should 

be ti r ed , anc. they s hould be r etes ted r eg-i..;la rly . All chi vers shou ld 

li a ' l f- t r a i ning in e rner;-ency pr ocedu r es . The driver sh ou ld be wel l 

s chooleu in s tud e r: t di s ci pl ine . "An a uthoritari an bus dr i ver may 

be t he best s oluti on t o t he problem of s t uden t mi s behavi or on the 

sc hool ·C' us ." 1 2 J,ny driver shou l d have the au thority t o ta ke any 

r ea s onatle ste ps he de ems necessar y t o handle r owdy students . lnd , 

2 s l ong a s he i s r i 5ht, he s hou l d have t he complete backing of a ll 

scr.~ol adm~nis ~r2tars . St udent in- bus mi s behavior can crea t e a very 

ur. sa fe ::: i ti..:?. ti or:. 

~i£!-: t c ·.1 c 5e t s /!e t t be blame as to wt y many s choo l bo2r ds are 

:-: c t r,:-i r cha s "i n c, be tter , s a f e r buses. This appe 2. r s t o be a weak excus e 

whe::-e ch~ld s afety is conc e~ne d . I n m2ny ca ses , i t wou l~ cost a s 

11 
I cid . 

12 
D2v::.c. r-: . ?e::-,_-0 s or, , ".~no. ~_, ister. 

.:~~ -=:·ic~ r_ :: :hcc - Ee- : ,... ~ J 2 -c Y ;J 2 ~ ; C~):: I , 

Te- One D::-i ve::- ' s :? ::i.. ea ," ':'r. e 
:;o . 11 ( l~ov := mbe r , 1'.?75)~ 5 • 



C J \(...., •• , .. - L ' ~t e scnc c l to&::-d ' s i tentic~ t o u s e a b~ s for ten years , 

t t~F we -le L::-eak down t o Z1 CC r e!· ye 2r . S~nce the r e a re 1Ec sch ool 

:i~~y- s ~x cc~t~ . ~est b :s es 2re use d fo r at l e2et t ~c runs ea c t rncr nin[ 

cos-:: 

':' ,, e y c2.rr:/ 3t l eas: 12G chi lc::-e r ec:cr: ciay . So t he acicied 

13 re r p~~ il per ci ay of a s afe= b~ s woulci be les s tha n a penny . 

Tne u se c f compu ters ir. sc he dulir f anf mainte nanc e i s one me thod 

t}i . t t as ~r ove~ it c~n s ~ve t ax ce llar s . Com ~u t ers ha ve no r e s ~ec t 

f er tte ~t t~.s s~c . ~L tt l ~ssly 2nd witti n mi nute s , they ca r. try c~ t 

t~0~ 2~r.~ ~ o! 2l te r n~ti ve r cu tinf s ana ~is s cr r e pr intouts of the most 

e f :~ic ient er. e s . Ey sc2nr,i ne: tr.e hou s in5 p2tter r.s cf stu dents , t ne 

l ocati c~c of s ct c c ls 2 ~ ~ the mo s t a i r ec t 2nd s a fe st streets f or tu s 

r o1.. te c , cc r.:-,;:..:te rs c2n hel:;:, s cLoc l offici c l L tr ii:;:i fc,t fr or:i pc: ~il t r ans 

Com~u ters ca n ~l so ~ive 2lt ern~te r ou t ef as we ll 

T~e oe~a~: ~ c f an e f f icien~ t::- nsport~ti cn sys tem a r e s o ~any 

s t uoent po ; ul~ ti c r. , handi -

Bee _ :..; s c t::-~m _:ic r tin . d i l a ::-er. i s 

1 J 



tec cQi~ ~ ~ncre~si n; ly expe nsive J nd corn ; lex , mc. r.y s choo l systems have 

i~ s s ~cr1i 1 t c hc ~F 2 sctool syst2ffi .: i n6 the f TeLtest ncrnber of a lter-

CcLhbe~t, cl ~i~s 25 t c 35 ~ercent of tte : 1. 7 t~l~ i cn s p~n t anni... ~lly on 

sc :.c :.:2. b:...s trLlr: C,;x :::-ta ti on in t r..:: s country cou lc be s aved wi th ot;t any 

l oss in servi ce by ~sin~ com pcters a nd ai r ~lane s t o plan b~ s r outes . 

Scrr:e s chocl dist=icts have saved ~o r e t r, 2n f2C , OOC 2 ye2r t hr ou gh t he 

L ~~ ~ -f ~.oop:•Ters . 15 S 1 b -- - ~ ~ - - cnoc o~ r cs st i ll have to set poli c i es to determ.:: ne 

wL2 t .i n.: crrtati on they need fr om t he c crnpi... ter . 

Ir. w:,ny s cl·Jool sysicrns , t :ne c ompt.:t er ha s s aved :nor:E-y in the m,; in-

: er:. 2nce c:: re ,..: of VJ _. il tr,: n:::-por t ,~ ti cn . Ccm:;:,u ters cc.in keer and [ .ive 

~e cc r is on f Lls clj nc ~nC ~il us a J e , mil e s per fa ll on, 2nd rep~i=s done 

c:-, ea::::L bL s . Rec or d::; c ,, r. be bror:. <? n down to v, or k c one on t r. e body dnd 

wo~l co~e o~ tte :::: has~ i 2 of a particul ~r vehicle , whi ct he lps pinpo int 

-: . .- ::-c. L e.:r.s 2r.~ help~ t o fine 2o lc ti cr,s . Als c , corr:~·t: ters cci n pr int ou t 

mc:)t~~y as well a s ye : rl y r e ro r t s . These r e pcrts can hel~ drivers 

16 
c: ::- : v -, r;io :::- ~ ':? Cc~omic ::. lly and s 3fer . 

o~c Ji e c s of eqc i ; ~~ n t ttat tas provE:d its wortt to a numbe r of 

s cr.o -~.1 Cis t ::-:.c"c,· is -.., 11e t\,., o- way r -ci o . Tbere hZ:!s prover. to b.s seve r al 

11 :!.r:\' i Le c Cu!L · _ ter to Scr,edul E: Your Bu s es :; nc Mc:yh2 Mcc: ke 
L~:e :::..:.cc ~e::.-- , 'l° (,C , fl r:::·r ':: r.r:ier i C · r: 
(;::::v .:: :-:-.',,:,::.· . 1S·7 7) , ~c. - :, .i . 

Schoo l bo~ r t J ou rnal , CL~JV 

iu::. s I r. b :, s JI:: in-
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ica l fail~ ~es , 2 cc i~e r.. ts , or traffic t ie - ups can be re ported immedi ~tely 

Le co~□~~ic f ted t o dr ivers , the ::.. r n or mal scteriu les re vised quickly , a nd 

Econ rr.J· is another ac vanta 1 ·e . ,..., . 
~1rne, 

have t c 1 ~ ma~e . A disabl ed bus can ~et bac k i nto oper ation socneJ· if 

tte ce~ 1r ~l of~i ce or base s tat i on kno~s it is out of service and can 

c.is p2 tch r:e ces s a ry re pe.:. r equ.:. r~ent . One s ch oo l di strict cre di t s two-

s ~c urity . Two- ~ay r a6 i c comrnunic2ticr: ri ves a school sys ts~ knowled ~e 

c f 1,fr1<2 ::'E: t -.:.s e s 2nc ciri vers are ar:y time a nc what conc.i ti ens t beJ' a re 

.:ac::..nc: , Til2 t ir..: r..:c r mc tion i s invaluable when p2r &nts c c:, 11 the sc hoo l 

de ~a~ti r: E a~ ex; l a na tion f or a dis r~ rtion i n service . Als o , as sistance 

c o~:::.d. br::- c :.: lled ~ OT quickly in cas e of si c knes s or s ome other e rner e;:ency . 

1rive rs feel more secure with the ra dios , especial ly t hose tra ve l ing in 

isol~t~ d ar~a s . T~e r &di os have he : ped ~ith student ccnt r ol , as well 

~s ~o~- r ~s sen~e r ind ivi dua l s . The y ~n ow trie ~river can get he l p qu j ckly . 

17 
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- he~e are twc ba s i c 

::.:: t i ze r. 'c. c.. nc Af"i ur. .i. t~ ;; nc ·oc. si ness ba nci F!': 

s0 2\: e:x _;-e:ct ac vj ce ·r:efc r e t hey _. u:- ch,--. e t "::--:m . u 11 b 
- - - 1. ~ su~_ y , e ca use of t he 

c~~~it ti~~ t he curre nt fl eet of buse s t hat ~ill m~ke th e~ s ~f er t o 

r i de a nd e 2s ier t o dr i ve . 

Sc me schoc l s ys t ~Qs have e~per ! me nted ~i th usi nr ma ss t r a ns it 

I n 2~most a ll of t hese ca. es t he at t empt 

T~e=e a r e 2e ver a l r ea s o~s . Fi r : t , t r ansi t bc. s es rlr e t t e 

Tr. ey a r er: ' t 

i r ·~c ~ ~: thor OU £"h l y. Us ua lly , t he t:::.-,rns it buse ::: are nee ct eci by t he 

pL~ _ic ~t the sa me t ime t he s ch ools need t hem, e s pe cia l ly in the mor nin[ . 

Anci , :~~ i ~~t i a ! cos t c f a tra ns it bus is ccn~·de r etly ~ r e t h&n 2 

1 s-
( U S . 

: ~) schoo~ sy ~ t ern pl anni n; t o us e a mas s tra nsi t s ys te~ or t c 

n~ < : ~r e ~t. c re :-1 costs ? Wnic t s yste~ wi ll be t he s a ~est e nc mo st ef-

: a ci. P. r, 1. ': ·,.i E :.::e c. r i ver" ccnt r C> l t-he s tu ci. ents ? \·.1:2. t r.. 21'. pens if the 

.... :.. \· 

'/ 

: l :. rJ<: ::' L. r:.e.::.-::: :_· ~----, ~--· ' _: -.·_,~~-o\-_· r-__ ?,~_ \~~~~~//::;~c: 0 \ ~-/ ~ ~
6 

8~~;; 
c-:- r-:.r.i_ S~\-.r;': .. , " - ~ ~ - ---

., 1 • 
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tt e i r c w~ t~ se s c c r::2 i~ e r 2 tly cheaper t han the y c ou ld hi r e transit 

~ .. Lljc t::- : ns~or t 2 t i c n fo r everyone ir:: t:-::e com:.nun i ty . 

con cer t i s ~o :::-e pr ~ct i c a l f e r s choc ls tha n t t e one o f usin~ c i ty tra nsi t 

ri·:-.i~ ;,~c~·c s 2 l i s an ex te r:s i c r: c f t he scr .. ool distr ict ' s pf .. 2.los o~,hy 

.,,. :,_:_.:r. :-,c l c s U ,2 t i 1 e s chool h i ::i. c i n ~s belont t c t he e n,.:.. re comi;;unity and 

s r!CL lc tEc ;; -;:._;_ "!.:i zec t c tt.e L. l le s t to me et c olffi::i.:n .:. t) nee c s . Seve r ~l 

ac. va r::t a t eL o ~ ttis met~od ha ve a lre&dy s ur f J c ed . Fer exam}le , school 

L::-2s ;1c :} 1 t s it :. c.le e .- . ch d2y , poor _.. n u el der l y peo °!) le ar e _;. rov i ci e c 

::::·~ n2 :- c ::--t ,., t i o n , ci D-:.. ~ 'tuder.t s 2:::.-e pr ov :ned t r 2. r.spor t 2 ti e r. for e x t:::-a -

20 
8 i,. _ .. ::::- i ci..tl --:~ ;1ct :~v: ti ec- . 

S,, rn:c2r y 

· • ~ t t · _i t 2-i,"_e 2r s t r. e ma J· c r wea ~ne sse s i n ~~; i l 1· ~ t.i ie ~Te::.e r. 1me , ,, 

boc r c.s . ?-:2 r,: s::-: Loo l ·t102 r os a re no1. ci. ci nc· the · r job pr c 'i'.,er}y c oncern-

~et .. : ~s f== : o~ tin~ a n ci unloa dir.~ , in- bus be n~vior, ~nc emer r enc y 



2 _ s-c --.:e rts r e c e i ve :::- r o:;,'er sa f et:;.· i.nstr ucti or. s . !_l s c , i t sLo l e b e 

o: .e ~-c: 0 c.. l to:=: r e ' s 6 .. t tc see t ri ;-; t no Ofr::: ci r i ve s t nei ::::- bu s es \.: ho r.2s ric t 

t. e:: t::::- ::; i nine ir, schoo OJS 01ierc::Lor. , stt:.oe nt u isci _plim, , a. no er:1er-

st~t e and fe der a l la ~s 6eBi f ne~ to 

.:.::., .:-- c vE ~ ,.-:- : l '°2:~ety ~no. co r.ti rn.Jo Ls i. rr.;--::::-c vem '" nt by bt:. s r;i c: m ... f 2 ctt.:rers 

~~~ ~2t ~~ct c oo6 .:. f tne peo r l e o_pe r a t i n£ 8nd r ioi nf i n school bu s e s 

c c not tnow how t o t:. s e t bem pr operl y . 



t , o L~cl .s c r. Cou nty Sc ~ool Li Etr i c t sys 1c m is no exce r t ioL. 

/-.i ~-'- , s cne prolle :ns ca n be co:::::r:e cted wi tr ,c,·c t c:J ci c.:.. ti c, n"' l expendi 

: ~ ~t~ ~ ~ : : e somE would r eqL i r e e n inc: ease i n fun~s . 

Tn ~s stLdy ~as c onfine d to t~e LicKson Cc un t Sch oo l Dis tr i c t 

,a ,1c:. 2 r. O: ..:.Lic,nu :. ire ·._:c.s t. ,,e i ns t r ument -.Jse o t c i de n t :.. f y ex:s tinf :c ro·u

'I'r:e c c,inionricire c c ns · ::: t e ci of trii r t y ite:ii s tha t wer·e ,-elected 

: c .::--.c. '? ci : r, 2 t s owe c f t ne i t e rns \-.'ou ld be r eleva r:t t c 211 of t r. e v2r iot:s 

-: ·c. e ~t.."tr.c r ' s c v1r . e):pe:!:'ience ~nd t he re c:J J.in -· of c c r.sider2c le l :.. te r e h: re 

t c :_,·-~ '. l tr2n s ~or t a t ior,. 

r . eri :- •. :: e ?. r·:.. :·r. :;:;e r cen t c_;e of t r,e G H, i on.::--.2 i res 6_ .:_ c: trit•,:. t e ci , 

t ec:..cr__ r- ::, c sc: :: ,: :. .e c 1-: :.. ti. Hie c :i. strib,:. ti on a n ci col lr. ct i. c r. c : u .e opinion-

" ' •. " f r- ·::· -:, ~a c hers ric,c. h :enty- f i ve s-;:, ,;ci ents c oT::-, lete 2 n o i r. ion-

r.c:. .:.::.- e i : . clc:, s s ; -: hcr .s : ore , 2. 11 1 0( 'v.•ere r e t ..; rned . 'I' r. e te a ci ,er s were 

~s i ~s t ~ s e nl te ~ o ; i n :.. ~n, a ires t o pa re nts ty t neir s" ,.cients . Wne ~ 

· • .;e:!:'e s er. t c ~- t 2no c 11 seve r. were re -

1 7 



G·~_i ,_r-:: ~ s , 2 1~ c f v:r~ich '-t.1ere rP-'-L, \:~nPo· . m. l 1 . - - - - - 1.a t .... e sr. ov.'s the distribLtion 

2nc c:c : i~c--.. ::. c :-. o f th e opi nio:--_'1aire . 

Table 

, ,--i- srnJ.p, T-;oTl''"ll:, c·_~. 'J ........ '' r".CLL~CmT cl· ~ ,,.,'T' ...,_ --- - - /"'. ..., ~ ;;:_ -- } _l,_ _£PJ' O? O:!='H::i: ctr:.r:u:; 

Bus 
Parents Students Teachers :Drivers Tot2l 

Di ~t~i CLted 107 100 so 25 282 

Ret1.. r;1e d 100 100 sc 25 275 

':' h<:: tes che :::::: s e lee tee. to 2 ssi s t v:i tJ-. the opinionn2.ire were ctos e n 

s c ~h e r esul ts w~~ld cover all a re a s of t he c ou nty. The cnly criteri on 

t~ey were ~~ver ~a s to see thEt on ly students who r oa e buses and oGly 

p2 rer. 1, ~, , :J-:2 har1 ~i-c _: ::..ls r i ding b use s were ; iven opinio:::m2ires . TI". e 

te2c:i·_e !: c: 2r,:: bt,s ci ::-.::.ver s who partic i pated were s electe d to ,::: i.,: e a 

r~ ::.. r c ~ c s~ - Je :: t io~ of the enti r e distr ict . T~e res ults of t ~e cpi~-

e2ct ite~ in each ca t e~or ~ 

n f: se := r ::.. r 1I;:, ·::•:-:. e II , ti-:e items on the o;:inionr:ai re ,,,ere ~r cc: red 



T!•RI ,E ? 

Tl es11!i '." o f Ot1 in 1onna i re Sl 1c1win c 'r o i,;:i l n espom,es j n C r, J 1,m r : 1 

Total ~ind f ,-,rcen tai ·e 

1. ~1.y c l :' J,:( r- r n) ' s srhor_ l hu s i s in gocd 
c, 1,: ·•r_ .1 tin[ condition . A 129 (l_j T'-£ ) D 78 ( ''P"') (_ - , 0 i1i 0 OJ ( ') 1 nl ') 

'-.J, L't 

2 . 'J, ' ):no l bu :-=c s sh011 ld \)p jn:.;1 1e c t e o at 
[' (? F,'l l } ;J r monthly int.Prv3 J s thr.ou r hou t 
1 .• b e p, r •} J()() ] J F!a r . A ill (25,G) D 1 1 (lf 6) 1'I 0 1? (lf7G ) 

3. 'l'l 1e sr,h no l dis+.rict s hould h;1ve a full-
t, j rn"' s upervj s or of t rr1 nsportc1tion . A 2J1 ( SL1%) D 2 (_Jt) } ' 0 12 ( I T 1

) ~ u 

L. The sr.hon l distri c t should buy b0. tter 
bus 0 s th cin t hose t l,a t ll:=ire l y meet the 
s i : : te rn'injmum sta nd;:irds . A _0..!_ ( 8~%) D D_ C.0}6) N C '27 ( 1 Cf'h ) 

s. Sp;1r0 b US(!S s hould be kept in as GOOd 
c ondition 8S 8 r e c11 L=ir bus . A ~ ( 98,16) D (Q16 ) Ii 0 2 (go) 

(, . Bu s es sho1J]d be equipped with snow tin=?S 
:=i ncl/or ch;:i ins so s c lioo] s c ould rem21r. 
ore r1 in a dverse wea ther . I\ J2!± Chl%) D J..92_ (~ ) }! 0 5G ( 2a:~) 

7. B11S EP s hould be r ::i cli o equippe d t o secure 
qu ick ;-is s i s t a nce in care of a n emer1ency 
o r hre:::i kdown . A 219 ( 80;-£ ) ]) 29 (~ 6) ~i 0 27 (_]_i(~ ) 



R. Lnw o f f j (; (_""t'S wi t h r;:id i o,; Sfl (>L I Id reri. -
,,d i c:, 1 Ll _y r ide bll S 1,' S 1.. o helJ' cc ,r1 l ru J 
I r ?. r ri c ,1 r<_1 u nd bU Sf'.?S . :\ 2Jl (5C%) D Q ( •' 3-i;,: ) , !:_to n 0 Ti ( l T4 ) 

-:, . I ITil l l•~ U j ;:i 1,,:> steps ::hnu ld bP t ~J kP.n t o pro-
1 1 j d , . ~i 1.J' i inj 11 ,\ j ,1·0; ',T ~1m l'or ;:, 11 hus 
dr i VPJ.''1 . I\ 2ori (]_5_% ) D .!lL C.2%) N () r. r' U()JS) ') 

.::;_~ 

10 . 
,.. ,, 
l I i(.' ;, re ~:e n t drive r sa l::iries should 'he 
:i n e r·P;:ise d to mri in lct in a "'c1tis.fac t ory 
s t e: r r o f 'bus urivers . /', ill (lJ2%) D ~ ? 

~ (_12% ) 1': 0 120 (}_1_f ~) 

11. ~,uhs t i t u te dr j v ers shou ld mee t all 
\hf? rPqui remcnts of ;::i re :_:·u J.c:ir driver . A 265 (2§.'.'lo ) D 2 (JS~) 1': 0 8 ( ) }6 ) 

1 ~ . nu~ driv e r s sh0uld l>e required to 
::i l tPnd c l j nics Uat test rlriving 
c1hi I i lief; a t le c1s t once 8 year . A m (~ ) D 1 1 C.k%) t-i 0 2 7 (_221{, ) 

1 J . Bus dri.v Prs s houl d in f orm pc1rPnts 
;:ind prjnc i pa l s of any stud ent who 
c::iuses di s turbance s on a bus . f, 25 7 (.2]%) D s Ct~) N () 10 (_!f {. ) 

1) I • Ru8 dri.v<>rR s hould hri vl? t l1e au thor-
j ty to t ;i ke wha te ver StPpS nc ce s -
s :1 r y t o i.nsure proper beh;:ivior on 
the bus . /I 2 11 (]]Jfi ) D ]f UJt-6) N 0 26 ( CY!/ ) ..Lio 

15 . Sc, rn c drivers opernte thejr b us 0s 
i )l 8 rec kl e ss , uns ,1 f e m:=i nner . /I 170 (_§_s-6 ) D 2G ( 71i ) 1-) C 79 ( 2sr~ ) 



1 [, . SLt1de nt s wh o ) i V P within o ne• a nd 
onro h ;-, J J' m_i_les o f t heir s , hoo1 8h c;t1 Jj 

Jl () t. 1,0 ;,}l owe d t o r i de a bu s . /\. L,2 (2_2~) D 2.2_1_ ('i ( •1( ) ]·: 0 w::- , 1 1' J/ ) _,_,, ~ \ -' " -.L.. 

17 , I:r, s t. 11den t ::. bou 1 d h::iv-e t o r jde a bus 
st,ndin1; ll i •• / \ 253 (9 J'! ) _..!::._, 0 D 10 (Jf;; ) )', 0 12 (li,'~ ) 

1 f ', • 1'. 1 t0rn;; te tus r oute ~; should be se t 
I ! I ' for IJ <; ~ our in r 8dverse wea ther 
r. o r,,i j t j o r,s , s uch as ice c1 nd sn ow. J\ ill (£.z;lo ) D 1=12 (J_l'.'6) N 0 Jl UJ .:6) 

10. . l-':::ii·on b, rire vrope r l y i nf0rme d r1b out 
tlw r.o nnj tions under which the ir 
cliil d may l o s e> the prj vj 1 e /~ e of 
r i ding a buR . ,\ 1 JI~ ( L CJ>~ ) D 101 ( 3776) t,' 0 L1o (2__1p ;) 

?O . ThPrP r: hould be one set of be h;:ivior 
ru l es r or every bus .cind student i n 
t.he c ounty . A .?.21 ( 77%) D 26 ( 2ila ) N 0 36 ( 1 I "/) LPLl 

21 . Studenls are pr operly informed con-
CPTni nt: t lleir ex pected beha vi 0r and 
re s pons ibi lity on a l.Jus . A 155 (.5_g,6) D i l ( 24%) N 0 .2] ( 2C% ) 

~'2 . /1 r,y s tu ctent wh o con tinually misbe-
haves on cl bus s hould be re moved 
f r om t he bus , perma nent ly i f necessary . A 237 ( 86¾) D 24 (_2;~ ) N () ~ (_2Vu ) 



,' J . B,,t 1, , r cc 1111r:t;ll i c ~i l i o r, l f' t 1-. I-', , 11 i~ t t ; d , , n t :~ , 
p; • t'C' l~ t,;3 , ,:c Lr,,11 a u L h c, _:: i t i F :: , ;; r,ct Lhe 
]'ll C J1 r; C(1 l. _l d J e ;:id t c- i-l f ; ;, ff' r ;:: rn l rn r:, r e 
P. f '' j l · j en t t r c:J r1::i J' C,r Li L.i , I i S )' :, 1.. A iil . J, r; c' ') 

L. -:) L ( )2; 6) .I) l (_!_;'~ ) i f ( ) z1 1 cc:i) 
;: ) I • ()n J .1· tf.rq ,, · rrv?ch r1 rii CG n rc~ 17 p r, cJ e c! t o 

•n:-i i r,t :. i. 11 ;-, f'J eP i c f s i x t .v ( 111 S !_?S . / . 38 ( 7:6) l) 1(,9 ( .0--1.:'6) J' () (' '( (Ji/,) 

) r: . J:3 11 S r rn, t p :· co uld he l a i rl 0 11t i n 8 

inu r e efr ;C iPnt m;i n ner t o sa ve t b 1e , 
P X f'C l IS C , ;:-, n d to mc-1 1'.e bus tr;:.i ve 1 s;:i_ fer . j , 185 ((;7; {i ) lJ 1) ( s-,: ~ 

_: U; I I 0 75 (_,_J__· ') 

,, ( 
{'_ ' • l'k tu 1·i '. -.t ~ i,.1ho foi l t o obe y cl s c h o o l 

l 1 t: S I s \✓ ;:i r n i_ rll}. li 1, t i t:= ; i rnJ sto 1-1 si .' ncll s 
t., r;e d whe r1 l oi::l d.in i; a ncl v nl o;_;, Jine sh o uld 
Le i sr:.11 e d a c iLi ti o n . A 2u · ( 97_;6) D 2 ( r,, , 

_;u; r,: 0 2 (_t~ ) 

n . L •:(';- 1 L 1w o f f i c i a l s c o1 1ld b e r.iore 
l i r: I r,fu 1 o n stre e t s i1 no h ir-h wa_y s 
~1 r o und s c h o o l s . A _?_?2 (§{;G) D (, (~;·a) N 0 1-JJ:. ( 1 (,'•) :, 

;;, . S orw, t y 1,e o f t rn ff i c p2 t r o l sh o u ld 
b e US Pd i 11 ;:i ll sc h o o l z o n e s . /1 239 ( L7%) D 1() ( J:!%) N 0 ?(, (2·~ ) 

c'() . '1'1 10. pr :,c t ~c e o f h ;1 v i n 1· m: ny stud e nts 
s 1,e nd 0 11(' t o t wo h o u r s per cl : :y j n 8 

bus room ;:i t. :~c h oo l sh o u ld bP. ch :in f. cd . "· 2~ 1 ( Co~ ) lJ J-1l (2)G) I! 0 J,c ( 1 S'G ) 

JO . MPr P f u nd r; s h o u l d br. i:;ro v j d e d t o en-
SUT' e l ,c t Ler s ervice il nJ m;-ti nt e n a nc e 
u f l':t~ S f: S . I, _?Ow ( 7U.'{i ) D 11 (Ji;·~ ) 1·1 0 tic• ( n .:/i ) 



~e : c e nt .=. r e c f t ne -;:, 2rt i c:. r12n t s i ncic2tec ·bet t er bus e s 

2 ~ ~ se ~vice s hoL l t be pr cvideo . The b~s drive r s a r e 8 n 2 r ee of m~j or 

':" , .e ;:,c.•s ;; nc e o f ad. equate , con t irn~i nf c l i ni cs i n ; r oper c.: r i ver 

Othe r pr ct l e ms ~i t h dr ive~s i s the i r 

~~~: Lr e t c m~i r.tain prc oer ai s c ~pli ne on t ri e b~se s an6 to cbey al l t r a f~i c 

n .: 2e s or10 r e c~ ht i ons . Mos t of t he partic ipant s fe lt t he r oLt es codd 

b e ~~; r c ~~c: a~d a l t ern2 t e r o~tes s ho~l t be s et u ~ f or Ls e d. ~r i nf ad verse 

\.. E:'- ~- ·U·,er ::: c -" ::_ '.. :i ens . The 12 cL of propc::: s t.. pe r v i s i on i r, t :1e s c:1001 zone s 

~- ~ c.f tt e n2 rt ic:. pa n t s f el t t here was a pr otlern . ~ost of t .e pa r t i c i 

L2~t 2 f e ~t t ~e r e ~a s a ~enui nc ne ed f or a f ~ll - ti ~e s~pervisor f t r ans -

}"1c : ·t c: ti ,: :J ;~ nc te t -r, e r c omrm .. nic2 t i er: 2rno ne. ;;, 1 t Le peoi:-•l e i r.vol vec ,:i t l: the 

~~e f c l l o~in - e xa~pl e s a r e u s ei t o ccnf :. r ~ t he pr evi ou sly ~enti oned 

Less t h~~ h2lf of t he pa r en ts f elt the ir ctild 's tu s ~a s 

::.r; ~occ: C>? e::-·:-: t ir. :·c.nci it i c,n . E: i .::· l~ty - f O\.i r pe r cent c f t r. e to 1- 2l felt 

te pL r chased tta n t hos e t hat t ar e ly mes t the s t a t e 

t Of t ·r.e t o ta l i nc i ca t ed a l l drivers 2:i~ : y- s ix pe~c~n 

:c,t: ::i:~r.i cs 1,e re iLs L.: .: ic ::. ent tc ;;r o-;:-e ::. l y 



me i nta ~n the f l eet of bus e s . Ri nety - t wo per cent of t he t otal fel t the 

t us s ~ s hcu~rl be i nspe c t ed mor e t han once a ye a r. S t t eve n y- one per cen 

c~ ~~ e stude~t s i ndi ca ted some b~s dr i ver s opera t e t he i r buses i n a re ck-

less , ~nsa f e ma nner . Sixty- nine per cent of the total were i n f avor of 

set tinc up a l te =n t e r outes f or use du ring adver s e we a t he r conditi ons . 

Ei i h t y- s ~v en pe rc en t of t he t ot a l fe l t s o~e t ype of t r a f ~i c pa t ro l shou l d 

bf ~sed in all schoo l zone s . One hundred per cen t of the bu s dr i vers 

¼e T& ~~ fa vor of a f ul l - t i me s ~pervis or of transportation . Nine t y- s ix 

perce~t of the pa re nt s f e lt t here wa s a ·need f or better commu nica t ion 

arr. 0::1[ a l l t he pa r ties i nvolved in the t r anspor t at i on system . Ei grity - s i x 

pe ": en: of t:-,e t ot al f e l t a ny stu dent who cont i nually mi s beru3Ves sh ou:;.d 

be r emcve d from t he bus , per ma nen t ly i f nece s s ary . Ni ne t y- t wo percent 

of t he t c t a l i nd ic s ted no studen t shoul d have to r ide a bu s standi ng 



tr,<:: r. , b2E.ed on tr1e re se2 rc r: end re o ted li t er ;:0 1, ;: re , t o rn,kE ~r act ::.c a 

t c ot.:lc. le 2c t c i mprovc~cnts in t he s y s te~ . Tr,e re -

seo r cr1 ins t r u;:ient w.ss an opinionnciire c.istribt.tec to s tudents , 

~~ r~ ~~E , ~eac~ e r s , b~s driver , t~e c t~~f of ma inten~nce , and t he 

~! :s ::. nc i n ~ .. s .=.. nc.icc te seri ous -pr otlerr.s de exi s t in t he systert . 

~ce Tost se::::-i ou f p::::- olle~s r e qc irinf i mmed ia te at tenti cn a re in t he 

2::::- c2 s cf hu,: ~et , mai ntena nc e, dr i ve:::- trainin~ , driver- student control, 

s t ::c er. t tr ;:; in .::. n ; , 2~c sctool z one pa"cr cls . Tr: e lack of cent r .sl of fic e 

s i. ;,f:·rY.::. ~· .:. on , poor r ot.:ti n[ , a nc. ina c e gua te com!llt.:nic:2tion a re other 

prot leIT.s . 

Ccr~ i j er.::. r -~ tnese f~ndin ~s anc fr om t he kno~led ; e faine d ~r em 

s s:: 1. oo l cis 1.rict:.., . 1-i o·, .· e ver , i t appE: ~r s L ttle St.;pervis i on is 2v2ihtl e 

;. fte::::- c ,. r s:.i\ l ez .:-,;:;.:..!"' -: c-i o r. of :he d ;: 1-c, , s ever2l s erioi.;. s Dr ocl ems 

25 



; r cb le~s c oi..:l ci Le E c lv e □ ~it~ litt le e r no ad~~ti ona l ex pe ~s e . Re ga r 6-

cee::ie c :-iec e s sa r., t c :nd; -:: tr1e sy s te:r. ;:i s s: fe 2s po s2 i ble s hou l d be t 2,}.e r, . 

:2E.s ed c:i t h e r e ::.. ec, r cr; c.r10 re v i e w of rel ;:; tec li t= r c. t i..: :!:'e the f ol -

l o'v' inf ::: e c om::r,e nc. 2: t i ons c:. r e m2:c e . 

l . 'l 'h e tra nq:ort2t i on budf e t s hoi.; k be i nc r Ecc:c e o f or U ,e p1.:r

"2c ses c f e m;:, l oy i n t more :na i n t en2n ce pe:!:' sonn e l c. nci f u r n i s h-

i r. : tr1em 1,. i t t 2. pr ope r f a c i li t .,- f e r s e r v ic e . 

2 . r:•:-.e s :•, s tern ne eo.s t c be ,_:i n i mrn ed i c te pa r tic ipc tion in t he 

..., 
_,. . 

L: . 

st.co te ori v e r trc i nin~· t:r o r r a m on a r e .n .:. 12::c ar:.:n.;a l ba s i s , 

e r st2r t an e qu 2 l pr of r a m o f i t s on . 

; , p:!:' c .-:::- c1 m t o t c acn stuc e n t s 2bcu t pr ope ::c l oa d i nf anc i.:: nl oa d-

1 ~ , p:!:' oc e d i.;: res , i n- ui.:: s be ha v i or, a nc e me r ge nc y proced i.:: r e s s h ou l o 

te s t 2 r tec imueci.iate ly . 

S c ~c·c l z o n e 2 ;:. fety r, 2 t r o l s ne e e: t o be s e t ·L,: , ,rn ci pu t iritc 

5. f-.. t e t ~.er syste m o f c o□'.':li_.;nic .:=: ti on l,eh1ee n t he s cr,ool s , 

tL bl ic , a n c ~dm i ni s t r ~ t i c n s h ou ld be i nit i a t ec by t t e 

'.J . f · ~ ~ ~~ve f ue l ne e 6s t o be c ons ide re d . her oi..:t i Lf o D. s e ~ - - - -
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APPE11DIX A 



1 . My chiJd ( re n) ' s sch ool h u s is in ~ood 
o pe r c.1 ti ni..: c0nrli li e n . 

? . Sc!ico1 l,1 1s n; E= hm: ld be inspec ted at 
r o,.;111::ir :r;r.Jnth]y intervc1 ls throu ghou t 
~-Le sd---•.Jo l y e ;n· . 

J . ~~e ~c houl di strict shou]d have a full
time s~ rorvisor of transpcrtation. 

!: . 'Tl :c schoo l di s trict sh ould buy better 
l) 11 sc s th on thos e that barely me e t the 
s t n tP mi nimum sta ndards . 

5. Srar0 hus e s should be kept in as e ood 
cond 1tion ~s a regul a r bus . 

h , n u sPs s hou ld be equipred with snow tires 
;:incl/o r chai ns so schools could remai n 
open i n adverse we a ther. 

7 . Buses s hould be radjo equipped to s ecure 
quick assistance in ca se of a n emergency 
or llre ::i kd own . 

/\ gree 

/\ c;ree 

/l gree 

/\ gre e 

Agr ee 

Di Scl[T E'E' 

Di s a gre e 

Dis.'.'l gree 

Dis av-ee 

l'!o 
Op i ni on 

No 
Opinion 

No 
Opj n_i on 

No 
Opini on 

No 
Orinion 



13 . L;i,1 o ff' _icers with rudios s l101iJd reri 
o di c ;i J Jy ride hu s 0 s t. o h E: l !-' " on Lr o ] 
Lr;:i ffi (' 3 r oun <l b11 SP8 . 

<_1. Jin r, 1' !rli:i t e sters s ll o uJ ri bP t r1 ken t o pr o 
vide :1 trRi 11 in 1: rro1_1 r ;:i !n f or ul l l,u o 
d J'j v i:-- r:::; . 

1() . 'l' he ~,r e ::; e nt d d ver s ::i l a ries should b e 
j 11('rec.Jue0 t o ma i nta in a sa t is f c.ic t o ry 
s t:iff 0 f l>1 1s d ri ve r s . 

1 "i . Su t1!; t i t u te drive rs should me et a ll 
t.liP r i:qu ireme n ts o f EJ r e c_;u l <1r d rive r . 

12 . J:\11s d1 · i vPrs s h ould b e req uL r ed t o 
::itle nd clinics t h a t te s t d r iving 
abilit i e s at l eas t o n ce a y eEJ r . 

1 J . n,is dri vers s h c u l d in f o rm pa r e nt s 
a n d pr i ncip::ils o f a ny s tu de nt wh o 
r, ;,w·cs di s turba nces o n a b us . 

1L. Bus dri v e r s shou l d h ;iv e t he auth or
ity t o t ::i k e wha t e ver ste ps nece s 
sn ry t o ins ure proper b e h a vi or on 
l he blls . 

Some drive r s ope r ate th e ir buses 
in a r e ck l ess , u nsa fe ma nner . 

/1/ r ee 

Ar:,ree 

A1·re e 

/l gr ee 

D i s 2 ,..,,r ("-' 

Dica ~ree 

Disa[ree 

Di sa,,:.ree 

Disa ,:3 r ee 

Di sa br ee 

f r: 
(.1!1 j Ii i ( ' II 

t 'o 
On i ntr' n 

l ;o 

Op ini o n 

No 
Opini o n 

No 
Or 1 i ni o n 

No 
Opinion 

No 
Opini o n 



1 G. Stuct 0 ntr wh o. live \,Ji thin one ;:i nd 

0ne li a l f mi l es of their sch oo l should ]' () 

nr) t I.le a llowed t o ricl c ::i b t, s . 
'' 

r·r- ,, Disa '-:-rc •~ Oi .i nj c r1 - ---
17 . t lo Ldurlr:nt sh n11Jrl h;i 1.:e i.. o rid P. cl bus ,ln 

f ' t,1 nrl i nv up . I, .:..'. r ~ C, Di s ;:,,., r c• · 0 r L n i c, r-, 

1 n. Id t ernc:1te t , ll S r uu Le s ~IJ ,"J]d b0 s et 
ll p f or ll f' 0 ri uri nt c=idv ers e weather t ' l' 
Cfl ll ' i L ir,ns , such c:l S ice ;i nd sn ov1 . /\ ,~no Dis ;.1 fr ·' " OJ1 i11 j(Jl 

1 (' 
, • . f ;·1 J" Prt t ;, c1 r· 1:: properly j nformed 2 bout 

ll 10 c0 t, CJ i ti ons unde wh ic h their 
chi lri m::iy lose the l,'rivile oe of No 
1· i d j nr· cl bus . t, r_;r ee Di s oi r ee 011 in i on 

20 . Thr 1e shou] ct be one s et o f t e havior 
rul e r; f or every bus 3nd s tuden t in !-lo 

the county . / 11~r ee Dj s 1r,re <=! Ori. ni. on 

?. 1 • S tud':'11ts a re properl y in f ormed co n-
cerni n ,.,_.. their ex pecte d t eh;ivjor a nd lJc. 
res r or:: . .' i bi J i ty on Q b us . /1 ;:,rr:.P Disa &;r ee Opini on 

22 . /1.ny student who conti nua lly rnisbc-
hzi V r> G n 2 bus s hr_,ul d be re mo ve d t)o 

fr om th e bL 1S ' perm:-:i ne ntly i f nece s s ciry . t .f.T ee Di sc:igr ee Ot,j ni on -----



?J . lJe tir.r CClm':!' ln j_c a t i_r' l) l ,e> h ,e e ri sturl en t s , 
c1;1re rd;(; , Rc I ,0c, l :iu tr.l' Yi ti c :; 1 :J nd u -, e 

ju bl tc cou ld l e ,Hl t o ;:, f;;:-, f p r ,i r,d more Jl!r; 

effj ci <=:? nt tr:rns r c1 r b 1 ti (JI I s _ys t.e 1n. Ar ru: Di s ;:a r r r c 0 : i :-: i o n - - - - - -- ---

l L1. On l ;y thre p· me ch;ini c ~ ;:; re n e cct ed t o tJc 
fJl rl ill L;, j ri ;:; fl, e t o f Si X t j h , I SP,S . J',/TF- e Dj S c? f T <': '? 0 1 j rr i C ti --- - - - ---

,_,,5 _ e1 , s r o11 t es c m .lcl be l ct id o u t in ;:J 

ir,c re e rr i c i e nt m;1 nr;er t o Si:! Ve ti111e , f o 
t ' :-: ue ns e , ,rn cl t o ma k e cu s t(';wel safer . 1•.r r r e Di s .::i rre e O:•i n i c n - - - - - ---

2(, . Mc, torj ::- t s ,!11 0 fr i 1 t o obey ~j r; cl ioo l 

Lus ' s ,1:_1r11inf li ro Lts ::1 nd s i. oµ si r rn1l s 
,; ~: ( 'd , :her r 1oadint' a nd unl oc:d in r s lw u ld Ilo 
l ,P is '. ued a c itatj o n . ,~.p r ee Di s c1 1•r e e 0 1•j_r1i c n -----

21 . Lo c; ,l l a w off'i c i o l s c o, ld lJe mo re 
) J( 1 J' f I_) l o n s trr' e t s a nd rd ehw,, ys No 

o r o 1 nd s c hools . l\ r:rre e Dis :=i : ,re e Q,.i Tl i C: 11 -----

; r .. S C: nl R ty I e o f tn:i ffj C ra tr o l sh ould Ne 

b e used in a ll s c h ool zone s . t ,r r ee Dis :,r r e e 01 i ni o n --- - -

'> () 
C / • 'J.l ie 1r:1c l. i ce o f h;ivinf mDny students 

s pe nd o ne t o b ;o hours pe r d :.1 y in a No 

b is r o c1m a t rch oo l sh ould be ch;rn ; '. e d . J,,.ree Dj s ;:if r ee C' p .L I 1i (' n - ---

JU . !'fo re fund s s h ould b e pr o vj de d to in-

St rre be t t~r service ;:i nd m;:d n lc>nrrn ce No 

o f b l,s es . ft f ree Di Sn fTe e Orinion 





I of Education 
OFFICE OF 

_LOM, CHAIRMAN 
, TN 37036 Dickson County Board of Educdtion 
ID FURNACE , TN 3705 1 
iHER 

JAMES E . SULLI V AN , SUPERINTENDENT PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

DICKSON COUNTY , TENNESSEE N 37015 
lR VE Y 
T N 37036 

ITT LETON 
37055 

TH 
F , TN 371 87 
RPLE Y 
3705 5 

Charlotte, Tennessee 37036 

July 27, 1981 

Dear Sir: 

Rodney Bi ter has been granted permission by the Dickson 
County Board of Education to do a comprehensive survey 
of pupil transportation in Dickson County. 

I f we can be of service to you or Mr. Biter, our office 
i s open t o you at any time. 

Thank you very much. 

Sincerely, 
I 

Admin istra 

Personnel 
F .O . BENN ET T , SECON 
OF INSTRU CT ION ANO 
OF FEDERA L PROJEC 
MRS . SARA P . CA U DI LL 
ELEMENTAR Y SUPER \ 
T ION 
LARRY PENDERGRASS 
ATTENDANCE SUPERV 
WAGNER DUKE , 
TRANSPORTATION SUP 
MRS . MAY LANKFORD , 
SECRETARY TO SUPER 
MR.°5 . WILMA B. TAYLOF 
ADMINISTRATIVE ASSI ! 
MRS . BETT Y LOU WOLC 
ASSISTANT DIRECTOR I 
PROJECTS & SECRETM 
MRS . MARY ANN SELF 
BOOKKEEPER 

"'7 <1 / '-----
~~o . 1 v t. ,' ·----~ 

JES:blw 

James E. Sul~ ivan, Secretary 
Dickson County Board of Education 
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