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ABSTRACT 

This research examined the effects of father absence on 

female s ' self-reported depressive symptoms and self-esteem. 

The subjects were divided into father-absent and father

present groups. The father-absent group was further divided 

into early father-absent and later father-absent groups. 

Early father absence was defined as the father becoming 

absent before age five. Later father absence was described 

as the father becoming absent at age five or later. Both 

the father-absent and father-present groups completed the 

Beck Depression Inventory and the Rosenburg Se l f-esteem 

Scale. 

The father-absent and f a ther-present g r oup scores on the 

depression inventory and the self - esteem s cal e we r e 

compared. The ear ly fa t her - absent and later f ather-absent 

group scores on both inventories were compared. Al so, the 

length of time s i nce the father became absent wa s e xa mi ned. 

The results o f th is study supported the h ypothes i s that 

father-absent f e males would report more depressive s ymptoms 

and lower s e l f -es teem tha n father - present femal es . The 

hypotheses that f e males f rom early father - absent homes would 

report more depr essive s ymptoms and lower self-esteem than 

females from later f a ther -absent homes wer e not supported 

suggesting that the e ff e c ts o f f ather absence during 

childhood may be long-last i ng . Also, there was no 

correlation between length o f time s i nce the father became 

i v 



absent and depressive symptoms and self-esteem. The 

implications of these findings are discussed. 
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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

The effect of father absence is an important issue today 

due to the increase in the number of single parent 

households. Demographers estimate that nearly half of all 

American children born during the late 1970s and early 1980s 

will experience the divorce of the ir parents and will spend 

approximately five years i n a s i ng le-parent household. 

Overall, about 60 percent o f children born in the ear ly 

1980s will spend some time in a single-parent household 

before the end of adolescence . Wh e n youngsters live with 

on l y one natural parent whethe r in a s i ngle - parent or 

two-parent household , it is al ost al ays i th the mother . 

Only 10 percent of children hose parents have been divorced 

live with their father (Furstenberg, 1990) . 

Researchers have bee n concerned i h he effects of 

father absence on daughters . Sever l studies suggest that 

fat her absence has a negative ef ec on the sexual att i tudes 

and behavior, self - esteem, s el - concep, and anxiety level 

of d aughters (Eberhardt & Schill, 198 ; Fleck, Fuller, 

Malin, Miller & Acheson, 1980 ; Hainline & Feig, 1978; 

19 72 ,. Musser & Fleck, 1983; You ng & Parish, Hetherington, 

1977 ). 

Hetherington (l9 72) investigated the effects of time of 

t · on the behavior of and reason for paternal separa ion 

father-absent ado lescent girls. 
Each of the three groups 

d lower - middle - class, firstborn, 
consisted of 24 lower an 
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adolescent, white girls who attended a community recreation 

center on a regular basis. They ranged in age from 13 to 17 

years old. The first group included girls who were from 

intact families. The second group included girls from 

families in which the fa ther was absent due to d ivorce and 

with whom the ch ild had minimal contact. The th i rd group 

consisted of gir ls from families in which the father was 

absent due to death. None of t he fa t her -a bsent families had 

males livi ng in the household . The study used u l t i p le 

measures, inc lud i ng : observ ion o e ch girl ' s beh vior 

in the rec rea t ion center , sur 0 ch girl ' s nonverb l 

behavior wh ile i nter C ing i h l or l 

inte rvi ewe r, i nt rvi s i h h d r n h o h r ' 

the Ca l i orn i rson li n nor in ni Sc l 

(Gough, 19 57 ) th In Con ol Sc l 0 r , 

1966) , th e shor or 0 n s Sc l ndig, 

1956 ), nd th Dr rson T s 0 o h rs n u h ers 

(M c hover , 19 57 ) . 

Th is s udy ound h is ons n n r c ions i h 

m les occur r ed . Th duh 0 s sho 

d i srupt i on s i n th ir int r C ions i h s, including ore 

proxim i ty-seeki ng n n ion - s n iors , rlier 

l beh ior, n rious or s 0 
heterosexu 

nonverbal 

· d 1· hop nness and r esponsiveness. 
communication as soc1 t e 

Daughters of ido s 
ni es ed ore inhi i ion, r i g i d i t y , 

avoidance, and restra i nt aroun 
ales . Early separation 



from fathers (before age five) appeared to result in more 

severe effects than did later separation (after age five). 

Fleck et al. ( 1980) found a sign i f i cant relationship 

between the father's psychological abse nc e and a greater 

extent and frequency of he t e rosexual behaviors . Father 

psychological abse nce wa s defined as a relationship wi th a 

father that the daughter perceives as unloving and 

3 

unaccept i ng. Th is study propos ed h f hr psychological 

absence , or presenc e i n 

effects similar to hos 

absence . The sub j cs 

students . All s ubj 

f ther or st 

sub j c t s 

h 

1 s 

unm rri d g i r ls i h 

n inc r s r u nc 

involv m n i nclu in 

oth r s XU l C i i i 

H inlin n F l 

(1 98 ind i ngs d id no 

H th ring on's 197 5 u 

resulted in disrup 

did ho ever ind ri 

and sexu 1 attitudes . 

females ranging 1n ge 

n g iv 

ssoci 

l 0 

0 

n 

0 

c hol C 

n n 

h n 0 

7 8) 

U 0 

h 

i i 

0 

r 

h 

oul r uc e 

h s ic 1 

coll 

n h "ch 

un il 

o n 

0 

r 

h 

i n n , n 

n Sc 

on o 

nc 

c ion · h u 

r s cone n n hr bsence 

H inlin f g ( 19 78 ) s u i ed 

r o 17 0 ) ho e r e r o 

"ddl class inco e lower - middle and mi e 
i es . he sub j ects 

s 
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were distributed into groups which consi s t ed of s i x sub j ects 

each. The first group cons i s ted o f fe a l es fro 

father-absent homes whose fath e rs had d ied . The s econd 

group conta i n ed sub j e c t s fr o fa ilies in hich the father 

wa s a bse n t d ue t o d ivorce or sep r ion . h s jec s f r o 

the d i vorce group r por d li 1 or no con c · h heir 

fat her s . Also , h 

sep r ion nor r 

Th r s n rl 

5) or o h h 

rou cons 

1 i n 

n 

1n 0 

n 

h 0 

h 

l 

0 3 

lo r- o 

o 1 7 . h 

hr- n 

·u 11 y 

so io ono i 

...,, r s n 

0 

n 

l C 

0 

o h rs h no r r inc 

h r n ho 

0 

O' 

C 

0 

0 

0 

C ' 0 

no 
0 

0 , 

r 
0 

0 s 0 r 
s r 0 , 

0 •o 

0 



5 

not more sexua lly pe i s si 0 S C es ose 

fathers were abs n C 0 

earl ie r f h r- n 0 

p i i v 0 

C 

0 or 

h 

r 

n 

t 

::. 

n 

0 



Researchers also have found negative effects of father 

absence on daughters' self-esteem, self-concept, 

internal-external locus of control, and anx i ety level 

(Fleck et al, 1980; Hetherington, 19 72 ; Musser & Fleck, 

1983; Young & Parish, 19 77) . The results of the 

Hetherington (1972) study revealed higher scores on the 

Manifest Anxiety Scale for father- abse nt daughters when 

compared to fath e r - present daughters . Th fat her-abse nt 

daughters also s cored lo er on he 

contro l over th e course o one ' s li 

c or o personal 

on h 

Internal-Exte rn 1 Con r ol Sc 1 h n cop r 0 

6 

father-pre sent d ugh r s . F h r - s n 

lowe r sel f - es t e m s cor s s ss ss 

u h r 

n i n 

l o h d 

Hethe rington r por h du n 

s ub ject' s f li ngs o i ns cu n 

through ph ysic 1 n i ul ion U C 

lip, and i nger pu llin; n 

ob ject s . 

UC in 

hi 

i 

n h 

nxi r h ' i 

n i n h i r, 

clo h o h 

Mu sse r nd Fl c k (1983) s u i 7 n r - u n s 

aged 18 to 2 6 who r r i s h h h r 

present i n th e ho un ·1 l s h o 1 h 

found a relat ions h ip h d u r's l - s 

self-reliance, conten n l r o nd he degree n s - con , 

f th r ccep nc of perce i ved a e 
n con r o fa her 

acceptance and control ere assesse hro gh he 

administration of the Children's Repor 
o Pa r en Behavior 



Inventory (Schaefer, 1959 ) . Father acceptance was defined 

as perceived paterna l nurturance and positive involvement . 

Father control included the degree t o which the father ade 

7 

rules and regulations, set li is on the child 's acti ities, 

and enforced those rul es and li is . rson i y 

adjustment was measured by h j c C c i 

(Gough & He ilbrun , 1980) . Hu r n c 

th e high scor r on C 

to rd li 

c p l o in 

conclusion . Lo 

s run n oo 

n o ry n u 

n 

Th 

0 i i 

on li 

n con ol. 

n h 

1 

h u ho 

i ion, h 

in r n h 

posi i y 0 

n 

0 

0 

C 

0 

0 

C 

0 

( CL) 

cri 

0 

0 

nc 

0 



se l f -re li a nce , s s r n co - 0 0 

in t he da r 

Bl C l 7 · I } . 

f h r - n 

l -r C 0 

0 0 0 

0 

0 
:: 

f 

f 

C 

C 
C. 

• C 

C C 

~ 

.. ,, 

. 
• 

~c: 11 
:: C 
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self-eva luat i ons than father - presen fe a l es or 

f ather-absent fe al e s hos o h r s h r rr i e 

I n summary, these s u O' a s c e 

whether psycho loq ic 1 0 

associ wi h lo 1 l 0 

cont nt n C . 
l u 

V 0 oc 

0 

.o 0 C 

c h 0 

n 0 0 

0 

.. 
l 8 ; 

C 

00 0 

n 
0 

( 0 

C 



state consisting of sadness, hope lessness, despair, and 

discouragement or loss of in eres or p l e sure, •hich c n 

vary in degree and dura ion u i s 0 r o 0 

affects one ' s wh ole e 0 ion 1 l 
C 

Associat ion , 198 0) s j C 
C 

d , xhi i 
0' 0 

depress r 
' 0 

symptoms . 

In S U r y , 0 0 co 

s soci i 

in l 0 

i r C 1 n 0 

nc 0 

n 0 

~, .. r 0 

0 0 

h 

0 

0 0 

0 0 

n 

l 

0 
i y 

h X 

10 

) . 
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females. The results of this study should demonstrate that 

females from father-absent homes wi ll report more depressive 

symptoms and lower self-esteem tha n will fe ales fro 

father-present homes. It is predicted also that fe a l es 

from early father-abs e nt h o es ill repor o re depressive 

symptoms and lowe r s elf - estee 

father-absent homes . 

h n ls ro l r 



CHAPTER II 

METHODS 

Subjects 

Subjects were college-aged fe ale volun eers recruited 

from General Psychology, Psychology o jus n, nd Hu n 

Interaction classes at Austin P y s 

subjects were divid d i n o 

consisted of fe m l es 1hos 

The second grou s co r 

homes. For s om n 1 

f ml s r om h 

bs n 0 

h r s nc 

i n om ion o h 

Th r 7 

qu s i onn 

C us on SU 

n s i n 

or h i n 1 

h SU j CS ho 

t n A ri c n- i 

n 

1 

Asi n-Am ri c n n on 

n 

0 

i n 

0 

0 

) . 

n Fifty-six SU 

sh ing been 1 l ss . 

· ch income le els during 0 

h 

0 

0 

s 

ni h 

OU 

i 

n 

n o 

C 

0 C 

C 

0 

0 

0 0 

CUC 

C 0 

H c . 

co 

r 

s j ec s 



reported that they grew up i n an upper - c l ass i ncome leve l. 

sixty-two subjects repor ted that they e r e r eferring to 

their biological f ather when answering the questionna i re . 

one subject re ferred to he r step- father s he person she 

cons i dered to be he r father . 

they would be r eferring to their 

o su jec s r or ed h 

hrs h 

answeri ng the questionn ir n on 

grandf a ther to b hr hr. 

Subj C s 

s s n 0 0 

h s 

C 0 li 0 

0 0 

0 C 

0 h C 

i 

y 0 C 

s n l h 
C 

r cl si l 

C 0 s n h 0 

m n SU j s n 0 

h r 

C 

0 

13 

0 



Table 1. 
fRE UENCIES FOR 
LATER FATHER-ABS 

OOR 

MIDO - C 55 

-c 

H 

0 

n• 38 

) 

0 

0 

0 

) 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 



Instruments 

Depression 

The Beck Depress i on I nventory (Bee 

used to assess the number of de r ssi 

by the sub ject s in each group . h q 

of 21 groups of fours 

read each group o s 

the one st t m n in 

had bee n ling h 

tes ting . High r s co 

Th 8 ck O r S5 o n 

5 1 -r or m u 

I h s n u 

sychi ri c 

o ul ions 

in hi 

r li · 1i h h 

& m , l 7 

Th OS n U 

o ss ss h 

group. Th SU j 

then respond 

strongl dis 

0 

C 

h 

i i reported a re ro u 

n s . 

0 

OS 

0 

C 

0 

h 

0 

0 0 

' ) . 

0 

C 

15 

n Ser, 1987) w s 

j C 

0 

0 

8 ) . 

0 

0 ( 

0 

Sc 

ri nc d 

0 

0 

. s 

s 

0 

0 

) . 

C 

, 0 



scalability of .72 (Kernaleguen & Conra 

to Wylie (1974), " It is very i ress i 

reliabil ity is attainab l e i h on l 

short scale has ye ild 

construct va l id i " ( 1 

c h SU j C C 

i o n 0 

h 1 l 

C 

0 

In 0 • n 

C) . 

0 

no o ,_, 

r on o 

h r 

r on 

7 ' 

C 

0 0 

0 

98 0) . 

S C 

8 ) . 

0 

16 

ccor i g 

i h 

C 

0 

( •• Cl Cl 

0 
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.650, MSE = 117

· 36 , 2 > .05, between these scores. 

Rosenburg Self-esteem Scale score for the 
The mean 

females in the 

early group was 3 o. 3 . The mean score for the later group 

was 27.28. 
The analysis failed to find a significant 

difference f(l,26) = 1.17, MSE = 50.22, 
2 

> .05. 

Pearson correlation coefficients were calculated to 

assess the relationship between number of years since the 

father became absent, the Beck Depression Inventory, and the 

Rosenburg Self-esteem Scale . The nu ber of years absent as 

determined by subtracting the age o the ather - absen 

subjects at the t ime when the fathers bee ea sent ro 

their current age. The correla ion e een nu r o e rs 

absent and the Beck Depression Inven or s no 

significant, K = .0 35, 2 > . 05 . 

cor r ela t ion between number of 

Th r lso s no 

rs s n n 

the Rosenburg Self-esteem, = . O . 05 . 

and the Rosenberg S l - Es Depression Inventory 

were compared to see ho ell the o corr l 

i e correl ion analysis revealed a strong nega 

h 

d th e Rosen urg S l - s Beck Depress ion Inventory an 

cor son 

C 

Sc l 

h 

Scale , K = -.8 3, 2 < . 001, such th 

increased, self-esteem decreased . 

5 de r ssion scores 



Table 2. 

MEANS (STANDARD DEVIATIONS) FOR FATHER-PRESENT, FATHER
ABSENT AND EARLY AND LATER FATHER-ABSENT GROUPS 

FATHER FATHER 
-PRESENT -ABSENT 
n=38 n=28 E 

BECK 5.6 12.7 13 .16 p < .01 (4.8) (10.8) 

ROSENBURG 33.2 28.3 11.04 p < .01 
{4.7) ( 7. 1) 

AGE 24.0 22.2 
( 7 . 7) ( 4. 8) 

YEARS ABSENT 14.8 
( 5. 8) 

EARLY LATE E 
n=l0 n=l8 

BECK 10.5 13.9 0.65 N.S. 
(10.9) (10.8) 

ROSENBURG 30.3 27.3 1.16 N.S. 
(6.6) ( 7 . 3) 

AGE 20.9 22.9 
( 2 . 8) ( 5. 5) 

YEARS ABSENT 18.9 12.6 
( 3 . 7) ( 5. 7) 

. nificant difference between groups 
Note. N.S. = Non-s1g 

20 



CHAPTER IV 

DISCUSSION 

The results of this study found that females from 

father-absent homes reported mored • 
epress1ve symptoms and 

lower self-esteem than females from father-present homes. 

21 

There are several possible explanations for this finding. 

First, the females may have learned less optimal coping 

mechanisms due to fewer parental resources. Brook et al. 

(1988} suggest that depression is associated with low self-

esteem and less ability to cope. It is likely that the 

father-absent females in this study learned their coping 

strategies from only one parent. It may be that daughters 

with fathers present in the home learned additional ways of 

coping with life stressors . Also, the mothers of the 

father-absent females may have had more responsibilities 

placed upon them due to the absence of the father, for 

instance, simultaneously working a full-time job and 

taking care of the home and children. These overwhelmed 

mothers may have had difficulty optimally meeting all of 

their daughters' needs. If father-absent females have fewer 

. . than father-present females, it may be coping mechanisms 

that they do not handle stressful situations well. They may 

t at coping with these 
internalize the unsuccessful attemp s 

f 1 w self-esteem and 
situations and develop a sense O 0 

depressive symptoms. 



An alternative explanation for 
the lower self-esteem 

22 

reported by females from fathe b 
r-a sent homes is that they 

may be less socially competent because they 
have less 

experience relating to males. 
According to Hetherington 

(1972), father-absent females are likely to b 
e anxious, 

apprehensive, and lack adequate skills in relating to men 

than are father-present females. This may be due to their 

lack of opportunity to regularly interact with a loving and 

attentive male. 

A possible explanation for father-absent females' 

depressive symptoms may be that regardless of whether the 

fathers became absent due to death, divorce, or abandonment 

the females suffered some sort of a loss or trauma which 

this study suggests may be long-lasting. It may be the loss 

of the father has an impact that cannot be compensated for 

by the presence of the mother. This may be because the 

child has formed a bond with both parents, and the breaking 

of that bond with one of them can only be felt as a tragic 

loss. Several studies have suggested that parental loss may 

be a precipitating factor for depression in children and in 

1 1969) The majority adults (Bowlby, 1980; Caplan & Doug as, · 

of the subjects in this study reported their fathers as 

being absent due to divorce. Even though the departed 

to death, the loss may be felt 
father may not be absent due 

of divorce (Drill, 1987). 
just as strongly in the case 

1 s of their 
this reason, the females perception of the os 

For 
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father may also be a factor in th d 

e evelopment of depressive 
symptoms (Rosen, 1979; santrock & w h k 

ars a, 1979). 

Finally, females may blame themselves for the loss of 

their father (Brook, Whiteman, Brook & Gordon 
1988

. 
, , 

Puig-Antich et al, 1985; Ruttenberg & Angert, 
1980

). 

Females in general tend to internalize feelings of anger and 

guilt more than males. The father-absent females may have 

blamed themselves for the father leavi ng. For instance 

father-absent females may th i nk that their fa thers le f t 

because of their own misbehav i or . Al so, females are t aught 

by society that they should be pas sive and this may be why 

they tend to internalize and may bl ame themselves (Gerde & 

Block, 1991). Due to th i s societal conditioning, females 

may look deeper for their own involvement in the fathers 

leaving. 

There may be additional explanat i ons for why 

father-absent females report more depress i ve s ymptoms than 

father-present females. one of these many explanations may 

l·t may be some combination of these be the correct one, or 

. th r esearch will be necessary or other explanations. Fur er 

f ather-absent females self-report more to help determine why 

d l ower se lf-esteem than depressive symptoms an 

father-present subjects. 

The results of this study 
t g negat ive included as ron 

the Beck Depr ess i on I nventory 
correlation between scores on 

t scale. and the Rosenburg Self-es eem 
This corre l ation 



supports the previous findings tha t depr ession and 

self-esteem are related (Brook , Wh i te an, Brook & Gordon, 

198 8; Puig-Antich et a l ., 1985 ; Ruttenbe r g & Angert, 1980) . 

one reason for this re lat i onshi p ay be h e les fro 

2 4 

father-absent home s may r eport ore d 

lower se lf - e s teem bec ause of fe lings o 

contro l . 

The fath e r - abs n 

(before age 5) and l 

ather - absen groups . 

SU j CS 

r ( 

h 

r ly hr - bs n ho 

symp oms 

sup or 

h n 

y hi 

0 

h h r h nc occu 

h d is ru ion on h C 1 ' 

h r rson li no o 

s . r ious 

ls o no 

ins ru m n ions 

(H h r in on, l 

h s sm su i 

i f r ro h 

i nstrumen s whi h 

proximity - s eking 

(Hetheri ngt on , 197 

f ather abs e nce e en 

n 

H 

H 

0 

n 

n 

ore re 

r 

o s n 

l lo so 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 
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children than it does their 
personality which continues to 
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develop throughout childhood. 
It is possible also that the 

small sample size in this study may 
have obscured 

differences between the early f th 
a er-absent group and the 

later father-absent group. 

It is interesting that the number of years that had 

elapsed since the father became absent did not relate to the 

number of depressive symptoms or level sel f -esteem i n 

father-absent females. It may be that time doesn't lessen 

the effect of father absence on females' depress i on and 

self-esteem. One reason for th i s f ind i ng may be that the 

loss of the father is such a traumat ic experience t hat the 

effects may be long-lasting. I t may also be that t he 

process of answering questions about father - absence 

triggered feelings of depress i on and inadequacy . 

The significant difference i n depressive symptoms and 

self-esteem between father- a bsent females and father - present 

females is impressive given the s mall s ample size obtained 

in this study. There were many variables not accounted for 

in this study that could have a l so affect ed the 

self-reported depressive s ymptoms and self-eSt eem. One 

thl· s study i s the r ole of the 
variable not examined by 

the f ather to t he daughte r . 
mother and how she portrayed 

and other va r iabl es known to be 
Also, current life stressors 

t m such as substance 
related to depression and self-es ee 

d l· n this study . abuse were not measure 
Another variable is 



the quality of the mother d h 
- aug ter relationship. 

mother rejecting or accepting of the daughter? 
Was the 

The 
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frequency of contact of the fathers was also not 
measured in 

this study. Another area that was not 
accounted for in this 

study was the presence of males in the 
household. This 

study collected data on economic backgrounds of the 

subjects. However, the data were not evaluated because 85 

percent of the subjects reported their ch ildhood income as 

being middle-class. 

Many questions about the effe cts of father absence on 

females' depressive symptoms and self - esteem r emain 

unanswered. It is important to conti nue studying the 

effects of father absence on f emales due to the rising 

divorce rates. Also, many studies like th i s one have found 

variable negative effect s of father absence which suggests 

that this is an area that needs future research . Future 

studies may want to examine t he coping strategies used by 

father-absent females and fa ther- present females . An 

important area that should be investigated is how daughters 

perceive the loss of the fathe r a nd how these perceptions 

relate to an increase depress ive s ymptoms. 
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Informed Consent to Part· . . 
ic1pate m Research 

Austin Peay State u . . 
C 

ruvers1ty 
larksville, Tennessee 37044 

You are being asked to participate in a research t d . . 
provide you with information about this study an~~ Y · This form 1s designed to 

0 answer any of your questions. 

I. TITLE OF RESEARCH STUDY 

The Effects of Father Absence on Females' Self-reported D • 
and Self-esteem. epressive Symptoms 

2. PRINCIPAL INVESTIGATOR 

Crystal Knowles Halida, Graduate Student , Austin Peay State Universi ty 
Clarksville, TN, (615) 648-7233 

Nanci Stewart Woods , Ph.D . Austin Peay State Uni versity Assistant Professor 
Clarksville, TN, ( 6 I 5) 648-7233 

3. THE PURPOSE OF THE RESEARCH 

35 

This study will examine the effects of early and later father absence on femal 
self-reported depressive symptoms and self-esteem. Lo"" self esteem has been 
identified as one symptom of depression. Depres ive symptoms ma ha e 
detrimental effects on the quality of an indi vidual's li fe . Di co ering the effect of 
father absence is important given that only IO percent of children from di or home 
live with their fathers. 

4. PROCEDURES OF THIS RESEARCH 

You will be asked to fill out a confidential questionnai re that will ask ou about 
your father family background and other biographical data . You will be asked to 
take the ~k Depression Inventory and the Rosenberg Self-esteem scale. These are 
standard measurements that will evaluate your level of depressive symptoms and your 
level of self-esteem The session is expected to last less than o~e hour. The h 

· • h t might have about t e 
researcher will be available to answer any quesuons t a you 
questionnaire, measurements used or the study· 

5. POTENTIAL RISKS TO YOU 

· · · · this study There are no known risks from part1cipat1on m · 



6. P()TENTIAL BENEFITS TO YOU OR OTHERS 
36 

The benefits to you from participation in this study ar • . al 
. ' . . . e mm1m . You may rec . extra credit for a class 1or part1c1patmg in this study. The ext ed' . . eive 

, , d' · ra er 1t will be given to you at t~e pro~essor s. 1scret1~n. You may enjoy answering the 
questionnaire, taking the mventones, or assisting in discovering the effects of father 
absence on 
daughters. 

7. INFORMED CONSENT STATEMENT 

I agree to participate in the present study being conducted by Crystal Knowles 
Halida, a graduate student at Austin Peay State University. I have been informed , 
orally and in writing of the procedures to be followed and about any discomfort which 
may be involved. Crystal Knowles Halida has offered to answer any further questions 
that I may have regarding the procedures and she can be contacted by phone (615) 
648-7233. 

I understand that I am free to terminate my participation at any time without penalty 
or prejudice and to have all data obtained from me withdrawn from the study and 
destroyed. I have also been told of any benefits that may result from my 
participation. 

NAME (please print) 

SIGNATURE 

DATE 
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Questionnaire 38 

The definition for father in this study is not limited t h . 
father is anyone who the child feels cares for the· eedo t e biological father. The 

. . '" ir n s and w ll b . 
step-father, b10log1cal 1ather or adopted father. The term f e_ - em~. It maybe a 
individual. Father-present is defined in this study a th f ather is relative to each 

· f s e ather bei birth until 18 years o age. Father-absent is defined as the f n~ present from 
death, divorce or abandonment. ather being absent due to 

1. Please describe who you are referring to as "father" wh . 
. • en you answer this questionnaire 

2. Please circle the sentence below that best describes your famil situation durin 
your childhood. 

Father present from birth until 18 years of age. 

Father absent due to his death. 

Father absent due to divorce. 

Father absent due to abandonment. Please explain : 

3. What age were you when your "father" left? 

4. Please circle the sentence below that describes the income of our fam il 
throughout your childhood . 

Poor 

Middle-class 

Upper-class 

5 · What is your race? 

6· What is your age? 

7 · What is your gender? 



APPENDIX C 



Rosenberg Self-este em Scale 

please circle the number below which you t. 
represents how much you agree or disa re h~nk best 
statements. g e with the 

strongly 
Disagree 

1 

Disagree 

2 

Agree 

3 

(1) on the whole, I am satisfied with myself . 

(2) At times, I thin~ I am no good at a ll . 

(3) I feel that I have a number of good 
qualities. 

(4 ) I am able to do th i ngs as well as most other 
people. 

(5 ) I feel I do not have much to be proud of . 

(6 ) I certainly feel useless at t imes . 

(7) I fe e l that I ' m a person of worth , at least 
on an equal p lane with others . 

(8) I wish I could have more re s pec t fo r ys el 

(9) All i n a ll, I am i nclined to feel t ha t I a 
f a il ur e . 

(lO)I t ake a posi ti ve atti t ude towa r d myself 

Strongly 
agree 

4 

1 2 3 4 

1 2 3 

1 2 3 

l 2 3 

l 2 3 

l 2 3 

l 2 3 

1 2 3 

1 2 3 

l 2 3 
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