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ABSTRACT 

This study examines cartoon sexual viol ence in Playboy 

Magazine over a ten ye ar period of time . A compa rison was 

made between the year 1931 and 1991. Th e number of sexually 

violent cartoons had increased i n 1991 . Furthermore, there 

was also a corre lation bet~een an inc rease in fo rcible rapes 

a s recorded in FBI stat · st ·cs and an nc r ease in sexually 

violent cartoons . The cartoons ~e~e ~ore _ ·kel y to depict 

rape and sadomasoch ·s~ as ~e 1 as ~ores bt e exp loi tative 

o r coercive sex in 199 ~ ov er · 9a~ . ~he ra e of n dity , 

however, decreased be t~een the t~ o yea rs . 
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CHAPTER 1 

Introduction 

American s are troub l e d by pornogra phy . A po ll taken 

fo r Time mag a zi ne (Pornography : A Poll, Time Magazine, J u ly 

21 , 
I 

1986 , p. 22 . ) by Yankelovich, Clancy, and Schulman has 

f ound that nea r ly t wo-thirds of the respondents are "very " 

o r "fairly concerned" a bout the pervasiveness of pornography 

i n the Unit ed States. Sixty-five percent of the Americans 

questioned in this poll believe that pornography leads 

people to be more sexually promiscuous, 61% believe that it 

encourages people to consider women as sex objects, and 57 % 

believe that exposure to pornography will lead to a 

breakdown of social morals. Fifty-six percent believe that 

pornography leads to other forms of sexual violence. When 

asked whether selling of magazines with nude pictures in 

local stores should be outlawed, 67% of women and 49% of the 

men replied, "Yes." 

Approximately 85% of adult men and 70% of adult women 

in the United States have been exposed at some time during 

their lives to material of explicit sexual content in either 

visual or textural form (Mccary, 1973). The United States 

Commission on Obscenity and Pornography (1970) estimated 

that $1 billion worth of pornographic material was sold in 

the United States, whereas Hoff (1989) advises it has grown 

to $8 billion per year. Pornography accounts for 90 % of the 

world production of still photographs and video film 

(Hebditch & Anning , 1988) . 



F c e have reaso ns to be co nce rn ed . Po rnog r aphy 1s 

:1n · o v · ol en t acts such as r a pe (Healy, 1985 ) . 

Po rn og raph y is known t o tre at women as sex ob j e c t s . 

Po rn og r aphy has e v e n been known t o serve as a t eac her fo r 

adu l t sex educat io n (Wi n ick , 1970) , a s wel l as f o r teenagers 

( Zi l be r g ed, 1 9 78 ) . 

There i s concern about the widespread availabi li t y of 

sexua l ly v iolent materials in America, and its effects on 

Amer i can society. Many studies have looked at the damaging 

c onsequences of exposure to pornography. This study looks 

into the content of cartoons in Playboy magazine. It has 

been said that a picture is worth a thousand words. A 

cartoon generally contains both pictures and words. This 

researcher will observe the combination of pictures and 

words to inform the public of the overall message being 

deliv ered. 

Before starting, two areas must be kept in mind. The 

media, generally television and film, may influence people 

by making them hardened toward violence. When people have 

been exposed to a great deal of prior violence, either 

di rect ly or imaginably as in the movies, television 

programs, or other types of media, there may occur a "kind 

of ps ychological blunting" of the normal response to violent 

eve n t s (Cline, Croft, & Courrier, 1973, p. 362). The 

phenomenon has a l so been shown to include children (Eron & 

Huesmann, 1980) . If peop le a re alread y desensi t ized to 



s xua: v1o·e nce , 1s po rnography or mass media n general he 

culprit ? It is beyond the purview of this study to answer 

tha ques tio n . 

Statement o f Problem and the Study 1 s Purpose 

The purposes of this study are to determine whether 

there is an increase in sexually vi o l ent cartoons in Playboy 

magazine a nd d etermi ne whether sexual v iolence in the United 

states ha s f oll owed a s i milar trend. Specific hypotheses to 

be tested t h rough thi s content anal ys i s are: 

1 . The percent of sexual violence depicted 

in pornographic cartoons will parallel 

the number of sexual violent acts in 

society. 

2 . The percent of cartoon sexual violence 

will i ncrease in 1991 over 1981. 

3 . The percent of nudity will decrease in 

cartoons in 1991 over 1981. 

4 . The percent of exploitativ e / coercive 

sexual relations contained in sexual 

violent c a rtoons will increase in 1991 

over 1 98 1. 

s . The perc ent of rape and sadomasochism 

conta ined i n sexual ly violent cartoons 

will decrease in 1991 over 198 1. 



Cart oo n - a d rawing, with or without a caption , which tells 

a sto r y by i t self . 

Coercive Sexual Relations - to force or compel a person t o 

c onsent to do a sexual act. 

txploi t a t i ve Sexua l Rela t ions - using one's circumsta nces t o 

f orce or compel a pe rson t o c onse nt to do a sexua l 

a c t . 

Mass Media - all mediums which provide entertainment to 

aud iences of all ages ( i . e ., radio, print, 

t e l evi sion , a nd motion p i c ture ) 

Nud i t y - e xposure of the penis, breast, vagina or buttocks. 

Ra pe - hav ing sexual intercourse with another person 

f orcibly , and without that person's consent. 

Sadomasochism - a form of sexual satisfaction derived by a 

person who controls or i s dominated, infl i cts or 

receiv es, harm to or by another. 

Se xua l Violence - rape, sadomasochism or exploitative/ 

coercive sexual relations. (Malamuth, N. & 

Skinner, B., 1980; Scott, J. E. & cuvelier, 

s. J., 198 6 ) 

Limi tat i on of the study 

The study will be limi ted t o the 12 monthly issues of 

Playboy maga z ine (American version ) fo r each o f the years 

1981 and 199 1 . 



?cr:--.ffi ... :,;::-h.:.c 1n 'J ole nce Resea r c h 

Cha e r 2 represen t s a review o f r ela t ed l i t e r a u r e . 

chapter J expla ins the methodology t o be follo wed wh ile 

conduc t ing the con t e nt analy s i s . Cha pte r 4 i ntroduces the 

resul ts g enerat ed f r om the analy zed data . Fina lly , Cha pte r 

5 c oncludes t he thesis wi th a summa r y of the ana l y zed data 

and recommendat ions f or f uture research . 



CHAPTER 2 

Review of Related Lite r ature 

Ellis ( 1926) made reference to pain, rather than 

c rue l t y , and considered erotically mot ivated pain the 

essence of sadomasochism . Elli s noted that sadists limit 

their love of pain to sexual situations, and in other 

respects may appear conventional. Davis (1983) states 

sadomasochism combines sex and violence, not erotically 

motivated pain. Violence then instills fear, with the only 

difference separating sadomasochism from rape - rape has 

nothing to do with the expression of sexuality. Dworkin 

(198 9 ) compares sadomasochism violence to torture; women in 

chains, which is represented in pornography. Pornography, 

according to Dworkin, represents man's deepest erotic 

aspirations, common values of all men. Roth (1982) found 

that deviant forms of sexual behavior, mainly sadomasochism, 

have proved to be substantially more common among the males 

of the human species in every culture investigated. 

Patterns in sadomasochism were found by Gosselin and 

Wilson (1980): these included direct beating with the hand 

or a wide variety of instruments (i.e., paddle, belt, cane, 

and whip being the most popular); pricking, cutting and 

burning; t yi ng up, gagging, blindfolding and immobilization 

in stocks and pillars; and belittling through humiliation. 

Weinberg and Levi-Kamel (1983) suggest the core of 

sadomasochism is not pain, but the idea of control, 

dominance and submission. Schur (1988) agrees, finding 
I 
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that the giving o r r e c eiv ing o f pa in i s not t he cent ra l 

i ssue . Ben j am in ( 198 3) states that sadomasochism is 

dominat i on, which exists because our culture provides a male 

dominated society . 

According to Roth ( 1982), pornography and sadomasochism 

are identical, and the underlying theme is male bondage. 

Exposure to pornographic depictions of sadomasochism 

reinforces detrimental, malicious perceptions of women and 

encourages physically and sexuall y abusive treatment toward 

women (Donnerstein, Linz, Penrod, 19 87) . Smith (1976) 

advises the information conveyed in much of the sexually 

violent pornography is that women are basically masochistic, 

and in need of male domination. A rev iew of 430 hardcore 

magazines available in New York revealed that 85 % contained 

bondage-discipline materials, 71 % in which males dominated 

and 29 % in which they were submiss i ve (Winick , 1985). 

Fesbach and Malamuth ( 1978 ) concluded that sadomasochistic 

pornography which is expressing sexual violence can have 

long-lasting negativ e effects. 

Kanin and Parcell's ( 19 77) 20- year analysis of sexual 

coercion suggests that the level of coercion remained 

relatively constant; 69 % of women studied reported some type 

of sexual aggression was used to obtain sex. Pornography 

emphasizes coercion as a forerunner to, or an integral part 

of, sexual activ ities (Weaver, 199 1) . Weaver points out 

t hat regardless of the nature and sev erity of the actions 



~ha preci ita e sexual ac t ivi t ies , wome n a r e de p icted as 

u tirnately r e spo nding t o such stimulation with gre at 

p l easure, and male s a r e s hown s u fferi ng no negative 

consequences a s a result of their act ions. Consequent ly , 

t hi s aggres s i v e, s e xua l imagery i ncreases the proba bi lity of 

aggressiv e , sexual f antasy , which increases the probabil i t y 

o f engaging in coercive behavior (Greendlinger & Byrne, 

1987) . Pornographic imagery and aggression lead to 

degradation, and objectification of women as legitimate 

forms of sexual entertainment (Stock, 1991). 

Berger, Searles, Salem, and Pierce (1986) found that 

undergraduate women tend to downplay the seriousness of most 

unwanted sexual contact as harmless, commonplace in bars and 

parties, and something that should, therefore, be endured. 

This rationalization provides a basis for tolerance of 

sexually exploitative and coercive behavior. In a sample of 

college men, coercion most frequently took a verbal form 

such as lying, arguing, threatening to end the relationship 

(Greendlinger et al., 1987), and the use of force by means 

of physical, financial or psychological means (Grauerholz & 

Koralewski, 1991). Enke and Sudderth (1991) blame the 

educational system for allowing certain practices, 

especially differential socialization of males and females, 

to contribute to the development of sexually coercive 

a tt i tudes and behaviors. 



~ay ~ core 1n o ~exual cs d rtng 

~~::~head, 1 ou 50% of ~omen on college campuses or 1n he 

~c rkp:a ce ~11· expe rience sexua harassment , as man y as 25% 

0f ~he ~o~en ~ay be raped dur · ng the · r lives , and almost all 

~o~en and gir s expe r ience the threat of sexual violence 

( Ke y , 198 8 ) . Rape i s partially desc r ibed a s forced 

in ercourse ; and the t y pe of fo r ce used may i ncl ude not only 

physical violence, but ps ycho logical coe rc i on a s well (Adams 

& Abarbanel, 1988) . Ra paport a nd Posey ( 199 1 ) de fi ne 

coercive behavio r a s that referring specifically to the use 

of fo r c e aga i nst women and to the beliefs that heterosexua l 

rela t ionships are characterized by manipulation and 

i strust. Koss and Dinero (1988) found that the sexual 

aggress io n of cho i ce by male college students was sexual 

coe r cion; they used verbal coercion to obtain sexual 

intercourse. A study in the importance of sexual coercive 

f antasies was linked as a predictor of both hypothetical 

fu t u re like l ihood to rape and as a postdictor of past 

coercive sexua li t y (Greendlinger et al., 1987). Rapaport 

and Bur k.hart's (1984) study of college males found that 70 % 

stated they " a ttempted to verbally convince a woman," a nd 

35% of thos e stat e d they "ignored a women's protest" 

(p . 218) . Rapapo r t et a l. ( 198 4) r eport that male college 

students are involved in a wide spect rum of sexually 

coe rc i ve behaviors, from kissing a woma n agains t her wishes 
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to c l ear ly a g gressiv e behavio r s uch as fo rcing a woman to 

have intercourse against her wishes. Ko ss and Oros ( 19 8 2) 

had already suggested that t h e s pectrum o f sexuall y coercive 

behav ior inc l ude c oerc e d in t e r cou rse. Furt h e rmore, the 

study found t h at f r equ encies of self - report s of sexual ly 

coerciv e behavio r i ndicate that male s do not report 

committing the a c t s e nough to match female repo rts of 

victimizat i on. 

Schu r ( 1984 ) points out that ~any ~ay p r ofess to vi e w 

coerc ive sexuality as deviant, b tactuall y , i t is 1n ma ny 

r e s pec ts t he norm . Schur ( 988 ) s tates that many ~a e s a re 

being t aught to be mo re agg r essive, and argue s it is qui te 

understandable that ~e f'nd hi g h req encies of rape, sexua l 

ha r a s sment , a nd o t he r types o sex a coercion . ost men 

view sex as " scor · ng," wo en a s " pu tt · g o ut, " and coe r cion 

as a means t o obtain sex c t · i t y (Sh r, 198 8 ) . his 

le nd s c r edence to Mac K' nnon ' s ( 9 79 ) e ~n · t · o n of sexual 

h a r a ssme nt as " econom ical y e force sexua coerci on " 

( p. 3 5) . Because sexua harass ent/ oerc on · s ~idespread , 

women wo r kers all t oo f~eq ent y re be: g put · n the 

position of " hav ing to choose be ·..;een nwan t ed sex a nd 

employmen t benefits o r favo r ab e onditions" (Col in s & 

Blodgett , 1981, p . 7 9 ) . Wi t h a person in the pos ition of 

authority, t h e ability to coerce a ot er individual into 

sexual re la t ions o r to punish t h e pers on fo r he r re fu sal has 



11 

c aused unwanted sexual intercourse for ma ny (McCormack, 

Azarovitz, Michaud & Pailes, 1991). 

Morgan ( 1978) states, "Pornography is the theory, rape 

is the practice." Faust ( 1980 ) also feels pornography is 

relevant to the category of rape, since it reinforces the 

belief that women respond to sex exactl y as men do. Of all 

behavior which arouses marked social concern, rape is the 

one which currently excites the most inte rest world-wide 

(Chappell, D., Geis, G., & Geis, G., 1977 ) . Burkhart and 

Stanton (1988) argue the rea ity of sexual v iolence is that 

as children, as adolescents, a nd a s adul ts, women are most 

likely to be victimized by the ir p rotectors , familie s, and 

intimate partners. Thi s occurs due to forced sexual 

activity has become cultura y normativ e behavior (Ageton, 

1983) . Koss (1985) found tha t 57 % of wome n in her sample 

described a n experience which ~a s c a ss ifi ed as rape. 

Malamuth and Donnerstein ( 1982) reported that exposure 

to violent sexual material : is related to self-reported 

proclivity toward rape, st imula tes rape fanta sies, leads 

people to perceiv e rape vict~ms as experiencing l ess trauma, 

(Malamuth & Check , 1983 ) and~ creased arousa l for rape 

where victim shows signs of pleasure and arousal. Check and 

Malamuth (1986) found that. en who vi ew violent pornography 

in which others are enjoyi grape migh t come to expect that 

they too would enjoy rape. Furthermo re, observing a man in 

a pornographic rape depiction going completely unpunished 



12 

for his actions might disinhibit an already angry or assault 

prone observer's own rape behavior (Malamuth, 1981a). In a 

study of college males, Malamuth ( 19 8 1a) found that 33%, and 

Tieger ( 1981 ) found that 37 %, reported that, hypothetically , 

they would rape a woman if they were guaranteed they would 

not get caught. 

Parrot and Bechhofer ( 1991) be li e v e that 25 % of women 

in the United States will be victims of r ape by the time 

they are in their mid - twenties, and ove r 75 % of those 

assaults will occur between peop e ~ho kne~ each o t he r . 

Studies of col ege ma e s found that 2 5% (~oss et a . , 1982) , 

and 50 % (Rapaport e t al . , 193 7 ) , se - reported hav ing fo rced 

sexual intercourse ( r ape ) o n their dates . Ba ron and Straus 

(1984) show a posit ive corre ation bet~een rape rates and 

states with the highest ci rc at · o n o por og raph ic 

magazines . Sc o tt nd Sc wa ~ ( 988 ) o n he same 

correlation in regards to po r og r aph · c o , e s bscr·ption 

rates. Court (1984 ) found a corre a t ·o n between an inc rease 

in violence contained in por ographic magazines between 1964 

and 1974 and a dramatic i crease o f 39 % i n rapes . Since 

pornography i s ore readi y a a a b e 1 1·este r n countries 

than it was a decade ago, the r e a s been a · nc reased 

reporting of rape and attempted r ape s in those countries 

(Court, 19 77) . After the ega · zation of pornography in New 

South wales, rape rates hav e near y doubl ed i n a three year 

span ( Court, 198 7) . 
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Burt ( 1 980) empha si zed rape a s an outg rowth o f a 

cultu r e t ha t c reates and causes to spread rape myths, which 

target the female as the culprit of the crime and exonerate 

the rapist. Field's (1978 ) findings of rape myths in the 

general population display beliefs that portray women as 

secretly desirous of rape, as responsible for inciting or 

preventing rape, and as promiscuous if they are raped. 

Check and Malamuth (1983) found that men who have more 

traditional sex roles have display ed more acceptance of 

violence against women and myths about rape. 

Malamuth and Check ( 1980 a ) showed t wo commerciall y 

released, feature films to male and f e male college students 

containing graphic depictions of sexuall y suggestive 

activities, portraying women as responding positively to 

abusive sexual assaults. Malamuth et al. ( 19 80a ) found that 

male subjects significa nt l y increased acceptance to 

interpersonal violence against women and tended to increase 

endorsement of rape myth perceptions. Malamuth, et. al., 

(1980b) found women to go in the opposite direction. In 

another study using soft core pornography, men readily 

accepted the myth that some women actua lly en j oy being raped 

(Malamuth & Check, 19 80 b ) . Donnerstein ( 1984 a ) found that 

prolonged exposure to pornographic mov ies as well as non­

violent R-rated sexual movies had similar effects 
I 

concerning the perceptions of rape myths. Donnerstein's 

( 19 8 4a ) research shows t hat sexual themes desensitize men 
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toward rape victims just as strongly as do violent themes 

wi th sexual undercuts. 

Exposure to a sexually explicit rape scene in a 

pornographic movie in which the victim shows a positive 

reaction tends to produce a lessened sensitiv ity to rape, 

increase acceptance of rape myths, and interpersonal 

violence against women (Malamuth et al . , 1983) . Exposure to 

sexually violent pornography by college males increases 

hostile attitudes toward women, that women are responsible 

for rape, and are aroused b y sexual viol ence (Malamuth & 

Check, 1985 ) . Check ( 1987 ) found that sub j ects exposed to 

dehumanizing material we re mo re likel y to report that they 

might commit rape if assured they would not be punished, and 

believed in the rape myth that women are responsible for 

rape . Donnerstein et al. ( 1987 ) concluded that pornography 

promotes certain antisocial attitudes and behavior , 

particularly material that portrays the yth that women 

enjoy or in some way benefit from rape, torture, or other 

forms of sexual violence. Check and Galoien ( 1989 ) found 

that subjects exposed to violent pornogr aphy believed in the 

rape myth, and that women wanted sex the way it wa s 

portrayed in the movie. Zillmann and Bryant ( 1982) found 

that male subjects still had a propensity to trivialize rape 

3 weeks after exposure to non-violent pornography, reporting 

that long term exposure to pornography will have long 

lasting detrimental effects toward women. 



15 

Weave r ( 1989) conducted an investigation to determine 

exactly which stimuli with violent and sexually arousing 

entertainment produced callousness toward women. weaver's 

(1989) findings show that particular sex cues that are 

entirely devoid of violence can be potent mediators of 

sexual callousness toward women, and that the terrorization 

of women can foster such callousness in men. Exposure to 

explicit sexual videos promoted callous attitudes toward 

rape, and significantly trivialized the sexual abuse of 

women, whether adults or c hildren (Buchman, 1988). Zillman 

et al. (1982) found that sub jects who were exposed to non­

violent pornography expressed mo re callousness toward women 

and less support for the women's liberation movement. 

Another study of non-violent pornography by Zillman and 

Bryant (1984) where women were viewed as a sex object 

significantl y increased male s sexual callousness toward 

women. The Malamuth and Check (1980c) stud ies into violent 

pictorials in pornographic maga zines revealed callous 

attitudes towards rape and self-reported possibility of 

committing rape. Malamuth ( 1981b) discovered that as 

pornographic images became more violent, adult s became more 

calloused in their attitudes toward rape and sexual abuse. 

Donnerstein et al. (1987 ) concluded that both violent and 

non-violent pornography have detri ental effects on how men 

think about women, resulting in great callousness about 

violence against women. 
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F~sher and By rne ( 978) fou nd tha t exposure t o sexuall y 

explicit films i ncreased sexua l image r y ( t alk ing , th i nking , 

a nd d reaming about sex ) . In the Davis and Braucht ( 197 1 ) 

s t ud y of 12 1 male adults, their sexual thoughts and 

a c t ivi ties changed 24 hours after being shown pornographic 

movi es and showed an increase in masturbation, pornography­

aided sex, and sexual fantasies. In a similar study using 

377 college males, Mosher ( 19 7 1) found not only an increase 

in sexual fantasies, but an increase in intercourse during a 

follow-up t wo weeks later. Chesler (1978) interviewed men 

about their sexual fantasies, many of whom described 

pornographic scenes of disembodied, faceless, impersonal 

body parts, i.e., breasts, legs, vaginas, buttocks. Chesler 

found that men of all ages fantasized about voyeurism, 

scenes of whorehouse and male gang rapes, scenes of rape and 

mutilation, and scenes of seduction and strangulation. 

Members of the Longford Committee (1972) believe that 

it is harmful and that repeated exposure to pornographic 

material results not in satisfaction and boredom, but an 

ever growing appetite for sexual fantasy. The continued or 

long-term exposure to pornography increases the availability 

of thoughts (fantasies) about female instability, may also 

inflate judgements about the frequency or normality of 

sexual behaviors such as rape, bestiality, or sadomasochism 

(Kahnernmann & Tversky, 1981). Zillmann and Weaver (1989) 

feel pornography provides the mate rial for fantasies that 
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asi:y co~e t o ~ ind a t late r times a nd t he n co ns t itute the 

takeoff for perso na l f antasies t ha t a r e simi la r in kind . 

~a l a muth ( 1 98 1b) s t a t e s that exposure to aggressive 

po rnography may also lead to self -generated rape fantasies. 

Gr e endlinger et al. ( 1987 ) agree, stating that image r y 

i ncreases the probability of engaging in aggressiv e sexua l 

fanta s y, and the fan tasies increase the probability of 

engaging in overt coercive behavior. Many people (in study) 

claimed to have "tried out" sexual activities depicted in 

pornography (Goldstein, Kant, Judd, Rice & Green, 1971). 

Barclay ( 1971) found that exposure to sexual stimuli 

(naked pictures) increased sexual fantasy as well as 

aggression. Kirkpatrick and Kanin (1957) found that 62 % of 

women surveyed at a midwestern university reported 

experiencing at least one episode of sexual aggression in 

the previous year. In another study, Berger et al. (1986) 

found that pervasiveness of male aggression is viewed by 

young women as "an inevitable part of the dating game." 

Donnerstein and Barrett (1978) concluded that aggressive­

erotic stimuli can lead to aggressive behavior toward women, 

and allow men to justify their aggressiv e behavior 

(Donnerstein & Hallam, 1978). Bentler and Speckart (1981) 

feel that the increase in violent and deviant themes in 

sexual materials, especially aggression against women in 

pornography, has cause fo r co ncern because such material may 

negativ ely affect both attitudes and behavior toward women, 



and ~ay cause o i m 1· · mor a ize und es irable perceptions of rape 

and aggressive behavior , which go along · wi t h strong effects 

attitudes c an have on futu r e behav i o r. Malamuth ( 1986) 

discovered that men wh o i nd i c ated some like lihood tha t they 

migh t commi t rape ( if no t caught ) a re genera lly mo r e 

affected b y exposure t o a gg ress ive pornography . Sc u lly 

(1990 ) f ee l s t h at the more cultural support with a society 

f o r hostile and aggressive acts toward women, the more 

l i ke ly such acts are to occur in that society. Trotter 

(19 81 ) feels that aggressive pornography is accountable for 

i ncreased men's aggression toward women. This aggression is 

then expressed toward women in both attitudinal and behavior 

changes. 

Research indicated that arousing pornographic films 

paired with aggressive content can result in increased 

aggressive behavior (Tannenbaum, 1971). Zillman (1971) 

found that exposure to non-aggressive pornographic films 

would increase aggressive behavior. Schmidt, Sigusch, and 

Schafer ( 1973), study showed that pornography changed the 

mood in the direction of increased aggressiveness and 

decreased friendliness. It was also discovered that sexual 

arousal induced by the reading of pornographic literature 

el i cits greater aggressiveness than does the reading of 

s c i e nce f i ct i on filled with aggressive content (Jaffe, 

Malamuth , Feingold & feshbach, 19 74 ). Schmidt ( 197 5 ) showed 

tha t no t o n ly males, but al s o f e males c an be highl y a r ouse d 
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se xually · n respo ns e to v i ewi ng 11 s exu a y agg r ess i ve stimuli . 

oonnerstein e t a l . ( 197 8 ) d ' 1s covered that pornogra phy no t 

only i n c reased their aggressive behavior, b ut also reduced 

f ee ling s o f restraints about aggressing. Fesbach e t al . 

( 1978) found tha t males a re prone to use v iolent pornography 

to reinterpre t e xpressions of pain on the part of female 

rap e vict ims as indications of sexual e xcitement. This 

interpretation reinforces the males aggressiv e techniques as 

justifiable. 

Results show that violent pornography can increase 

(Donnerstein, 1980), and influence (Donnerstein & Berkowitz, 

1981) aggression against women. Malamuth (1981b) and 

Donnerstein (1984b) found that males exposed to aggressive 

pornography displayed the highest level of aggression. 

Mulvey and Haugaard (1986) found that prolonged use of 

pornography, which portrays sexual aggression as pleasurable 

for women, increases punitive behavior and forced sexual 

relations by males towards females. 

Malamuth, Check, and Briere (1986) found that 

aggression enhanced the sexual arousal of male college 

students who were aroused by depictions of forced sex. The 

h i gher the arousal to force sex, the easier it was for the 

male to justify his ideology of dominance over a woman and 

t he greater the likelihood they self-reported the 

possibility o f engaging in such acts in the future. 

( 19 8 6) fo und JO% of t he male subjects were Malamuth et al . 
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~ex ua ly aroused by agg ressive ( f o rci· ng · - a wo ma n i nto doing 

someth i ng s h e d i d no t wa nt to do ) than non-aggressive 

po r nog r a ph ic sto ries . Ra paport and Burkhart ( 1984 ) found 

that males aroused by agg r essive stimuli we re more likely to 

condone r ape and v iolence. Koss et al. (1988) found this 

true in interpersonal relationships also and these males 

will have peer groups that reinforce highly sexualize views 

of women . Malamuth (1986) found sexually aggressive men 

more likely than other men to be hostile toward women, to 

have dominance as a motive for engaging in sex, to be 

sexuall y aroused by depictions of rape, to be irresponsible 

and lack social conscience, and to have peer groups such as 

fraternities that pressure them to be sexual. 

Kanin (1967) found that men in fraternities were more 

likely to be sexually aggressive than men who were not in 

fraternities. Sanday (1981) reported that the presence of 

special, all male places typifies rape-prone cultures. 

Ehrhart and Sadler (1985) cited the fraternity as a social 

context at high risk for the occurrence of rape. 

Furthermore, they identified over 50 cases of campus gang 

rape, almost all of these occurred in fraternities. Warshaw 

(1988 ) described the purpose of fraternities is to encourage 

male bonding, this occurring often at the expense of women. 

Martin and Hummer (1989) found that college fraternities, in 

particular, create an environment in which the use of 

coercion in sexual relationships with women is regarded as 
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normal, and fu rthermore, that the showing of pornography 

regularly helps reinforce the message. 

The Presidential Commission on Obscenity and 

Pornography (1971) concluded there was no direct 

relationship between exposure to pornography and subsequent 

sexual crimes. However, Booher (1991) interviewed law 

enforcement officials across the country who advised that 

their experiences with offenders who were caught with 

pornographic materials in their possession leads them to 

believe that such materials motivate sex crimes. Marshall 

(1989) found that pornography easily influences boys by 

their underlying message. When the message indicates that 

women enjoy being raped, that rapists are powerful figures, 

that children are appropriate sexua l partners, that children 

seek out sex with adults, and that adult child molesters are 

powerful and in control, it can be shown how exposure to 

pornography of this kind might effect a powerful influence 

on the formative attitudes of vulnerable young males. A 

study of rapists show that between the ages of 6 to 10, 30% 

were exposed to explicit pornography whereas only 2% of the 

control group stated they had seen such material during 

these formative years (Goldstein, Ka nt, & Harman, 19 73). A 

study of 476 reformatory inmates, ages 16 - 21, shows a 

positive relationship between high exposure of explicit 

sexual material and sexual promiscuity and deviant behavior 

at a young age (Propper, 1971 ) • Kant and Goldstein (1978 ) 
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research fo und that a family background in which discussions 

of sex are repressed and conservative sexual attitudes 

prevails seem to be a better predictor of sex crimes, which 

in turn influences the use of pornographic material to 

obtain knowledge of sex. Check et al. (1 986 ) suggest that 

rapists have less sex education than normal individuals, and 

that they may be more influenced by pornography because they 

are unable to dist i nguish appropriate and inappropriate 

behaviors that might be lea rned from pornography . 

This study revealed that the rapist · s usua lly 

emotionall y immature, recei ved litt e supervision from his 

parents in his youth, and is f r equent y physica lly 

unattractiv e (Gebhard, Gagnon, Pome r ay , & Chri stenson, 

1965). Go ldstein et al (1973 ) stated that a rapist i s a 

person who has problems with his sex al development, which 

leads to the use of pornography . Nelson ( 982 ) found that 

rapists are undul y influenced by pornography; that whi ch 

depicts acts of aggression (e . g . rape ) is t ypically the most 

influential. Rapists believe that women enjoy being raped 

and that masculinity is reflected in coercing someone to 

have sex and in humiliating and degrad · ng tha t person 

(Marshall, 1988 ) . This belief was formed by vi ewing 

pornography. Scully (1990) found that rapists believe in 

the rape myth and use them to just ify their own sexually 

violent behavior. The essential characteristics that turn a 

rapist on: t be unwilling· the more she resisted, the par ner ' 
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t he g reater the arousal and enJ· oyment,· and age, race, and 

even sex of the victim was immateri' al (Abel, Blanchard, 

Barlow, & Mavissakalian, 1975 ) . They further pointed out 

that these are the same themes pornography helps instill in 

their minds. 

Research indicates that rapists showed increases in 

sexual arousal when viewing depictions of rape than 

consenting sexual behaviors (Abel & Blanchard, 1976). 

Furthermore, rapists showed i ncreases i n sexual arousal more 

often than other inmates when vi e wi ng depictions o f rape 

(Abel, Barlow, Blanchard, & Guild, 1977 ) . Research on 247 

outpatient rapists stated t hat pornogra phy still increases 

sexual interests (Able, Rou leau, & Cun n ingh am -Rather, 1985). 

Even the sadistic rap i st i s d r awn to po r nog r a phy, not for 

aggression alone, but the violen t depic t ion s po r t ray ed with 

the material (N e l s o n, 1982 ) . Gr oth and Hobson ( 1983) f ound 

that the sadistic rapist e xhibi ts t h e st r ongest 

preoccupation with pornography , i.e. , it all ows h im to be 

involved with violence menta lly wh e n s uch i s not possible 

physically. 

Marsha l l ( 1988) rev e aled that a s adult s , t h e r a pist and 

child molester made more use of ha rd co r e po rnographic 

· · s 11·ght ly more than 33 % material than did ordinary cit iz ens. 

claim to have occasionall y been incited to comm i t an offense 

after exposure to sexuall y exp l icit pornographic material. 

F th h ' ld olesters be l iev e t hat c hi ldren want to ur ermore, c i m 
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have sex with adults and that pornography clearly suggests 

and demonstrates that the man in the scenario is in control 

of the sexual interaction. The Araji and Finkelhor (1986) 

study in child molestation suggests that pornography and 

early sexual history is the cause for this deviant sexual 

arousal. 

Morgan ( 1980) states that pornography is sexist 

propaganda, encouraging men to rape. Susan Brownmill er 

(1975) calls pornography the undiluted essence of anti ­

female propaganda, which promotes a c ·mate which acts of 

sexual hostility directed against women are not only 

tolerated but ideologically encouraged . Longino (1980) 

feels pornography i s the vehicle used for the dissemination 

of a deep and vicious lie about wo en . Betzold ( 1990) 

advises that pornography not only exp oits women , but al so 

promotes their own wo rst fantasies . 

A female victim 's arousal is a co on thee in 

pornography portraying rape (Malamuth & Skinner, 1980) . 

Dietz and Evans (19 82 ) reveal that men view viol ence and 

aggression in pornography which tells them that women want 

men in control. Scully (1990) states ~any femini sts point 

to the growing accessibility of violent and d egrading 

pornography as one of the more potent nourishers of a 

cultural climate that accepts sexua violence . Smith ( 1976) 

found that not only is sex increasingly fu sed with viol ence, 

b depl· cti·ons often suggest that sexua l ut contemporary 
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Ba r on et al . ( 198 ~) a r gue 
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1990) · Berkowite and Rogers ( 1985) found that continued 

exposure to pornography with the idea that women will do 

practically anyth ing sexually may encourage similar thoughts 

that are available in memory and easily recollected than 

they were before being exposed. Duncan and Nicholson ( 1991 ) 

found that college men gained a greate r amoun t of their 

sexual knowledge from pornography than do women, the most 

common topics learned b y men being oral and ana sex. 

Booher (1991) points out that t h r o gh society 's conditioning 

men are stronger a nd supreme, ~omen are weak and men 's 

property, and that society bombards ma es w th sexual ideas 

through pornograph y . 

Garry ( 197 8) contends that por ogr p y :nakes 1, en lose 

respect fo r wome n a nd to v · ew the. as objects . ~tac Kinno n 

( 1982) agrees that men a re taught by por ogr phy to treat 

wome n as mere sex objects, hav· g no ~art or · mporta ce 

apart f rom their capacity to p r ov~de sex a g ratif ·ca t · on to 

men. The long-term pornograph · c expos re stu ·. b 

by 

'7 .., man 

an ( 1989) and Bryant ( 1987) and t h e short - ter.i st 

showed that after such expos re sub · ects were ess satisfied 

with their ma te's performance, and v~ ewed the as ere 

sexual objects of pleasure, no t in t · nate co pan · ons. 

Wl.th the expl o s on of hard core (1991) feels that 

pornography onto the open ma r ket s, the 

Giobbe 

a sex oojec t e xpanded to definition of a woman 's valu e a s 

· ~v.riad of sexua l acts 
include her willingness to engage in a 



as depicted in X-rated videos and magazines. Pornographic 

movies and magazines market women as commoditie s , i .e., 

women are presented as "t its and ass, 11 wi th bulging breast 

and painted on smiles (Be tz old , 19 90 , p . 1 17 ) . 

Pornography is merel y a re flect · on of :-:i a e power 

(Faust, 1980 ) , a nd i s co ns u::7led by :-:ia _es ·.,r.o ::u · ve on :na l e 

domination (Griff · n, 9 8 ) . ?o r :-i og r a p· y. o t o t eaches 
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Given the sea of images presented within the mass media 

that profess to be authoritative sources for what 

characterizes a woman, it is strange that problems in 

pornography or sexist attitudes are delivered through 

television programming and the ads we view (Steele, 1985). 

Through social customs, religion, media, and the law we have 

promoted the idea that wives owe sex to their husband and 

have no right to refuse (Daley, 1978). Malamuth and Skinner 

(1980) suggest that female subordination has been 

communicated in varied forms of mass media have far reaching 

effects in promoting a sexist ideology. Stanko (1 988) feels 

society conditions and media implies that women fear living 

alone, and instills the thought that they need men for 

protection. Weitzman (1979) states that children's books 

and television shows portray marriage as the ultimate goal 

in life. Bascow (1986) found that traditional gender role 

and male dominance are promoted by the depiction of women in 

television shows, commercials, cartoons, children's books, 

magazines, newspapers, films, and textbooks. Women and 

girls are taught by media to be passive, and men and boys 

are taught to be aggressive (Tavri s & Wade, 1984) • 

Public media, especiall y television, appear to validate 

sexist attitudes and support the position that women are 

legitimate targets of sexual abuse and humiliation (Groth, 

1979). Bart ( 19 79) feels that rape and the response to rape 

· · · t y i e a reduction in sexism is a model of sexi sm in socie , · ·, 
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should also reflect a reduction in r ape. Jenkins and 

Oambrot (198 7 ) found that stereotyping, acceptance of rape 

myths, and adversarial sex beliefs are related to college 

students judgements that acquaintance rape is within the 

realm of normative behavior . Fie l d ( 1978) found that 

traditional sex roles were a ssoc i ated wi t h beliefs t hat rape 

is often a woman's fault. The t radi t iona vi ew of women as 

powerless sex objects, who must e xchange se xual f avors for 

male protection and financial a nd emotiona l support, 

inevitably leads to a dversaria l re lations hips between the 

sexes (Weis & Borges, 1973 ) . t · s important t o note, 

however, that the e ffec t s found are ike y to occur wi t hi n 

all t ypes of mass me d ia, and that the dep ·ction of 

aggression i s by no means i ited to pornography (Malamuth, 

1984 ) . 

Burt (1980) explains that ~e ive rape cultu r e 

that supports the ob jectification, and v ·o en t and s exua l 

abuse of women through movi es, telev · sion, adverti s ing, and 

girlie magazines. Burt beli eves that exposu re to s uch 

material wou l d i ncrease rape , yth accep ance becaus e i t 

would tend to no rma liz e coercive and br ca sexual ' ty . 

Groth et al. ( l 97 9 ) f ee l s r a pe i s attributed to t he 

· · b ' l ' t of se xua l explic·tness in the public increased ava1la 1 1 Y 

media, especial ly t e l evi s ion . s r ownm1 er ( 97 5 ) states the 

media, h ctua ly g or ify the rapist, thus and pornogra p y, a 

• d 1 of rape behav · or. Ma l amuth provid i ng a sanct ioned mo e 



(198 1b ) fo und that c ertain rape po r t. r a ya _s i n l i te r a ture 

format, and in televi s ion (Ma l a muth , 1984 ) , can st i mu l ate 

high sexual arousa l s i n norma l persons. i:: ysenck and Ni as 

(19 78) study fo und that a r ou s ing sex a l i ;;,age r y tends to 

i ncrea se agg r es s i ve behavio r ~hen po r t.r aye o t.e e · i sion . 

Greenburg , Gr aef , Fe rn andez - Colla ·o , ~a r zen ny, ad At ki n 

(1980) fo und th a t a l t ho gh '!:" ape on t elev~si.on ·,.,: a s 

inf r equent, t he co mm on fo n o .. se .' .:.. .. o r:. : :.. :. ,: ·,.; a s s exua 

i ntercour se be t we e 
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attitudes and behaviors, increase sexual responsitivity to 

sexual violent fantasies, and create an atmosphere in which 

acts of sexual violence against women are not only tolerated 

but ideologically encouraged (Griffin, 1981 ) . Bandura 

(1973) found that men, in genera , prefer to vi ew vi olence 

more than women. Viewing violence on telev · sion and 

subsequent effects has been descr.:..bed by ~a y ~esearchers: 

these studies include Evans and ~.cCandles ( 97 8) who found 

evidence that viewing violence on e ev i s ' on increases the 

probability of subsequent agg res s ✓ e be 

al . ( 198 la) who stated ha t e e :s · o 

likel i hood of accept · ng in e r r so 
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(Carter & Strickland , 1975), and 

are more popular · on average 

than non-violent programs (Clark & Blankenburg, 1972 ). 

Television films portraying criminal acts carried out 

in various ways, and with various motives, appear to 

facilitate both attitude change and the realization that 

such acts can be accomplished (Bandura & Menlove, 1968). 

Campbell (1975) feels the media sends constant signals 

throughout our culture which are reinforcing the close 

relationship between sex and aggression whi ch further serves 

to encourage rape. Such images on television as vio lent 

relationships are not only harmful to a woman 's physical 

safety, but equally to her own self concept (Leidig, 1981). 

Such is generally part of the television's top news stories 

on the evening news (Hanmer & Saundes, 1983). American 

culture views male aggression as normal and supports this by 

its television programming ( Burt, 1980) . Berkowitz (1984) 

found that the aggressive behavior seen in the media 

activates ideas, emotions, and implicit behavior, associated 

with them. Malamuth et al. (198 Gb ) found that attitudes and 

beliefs may be altered by information conveyed in the mass 

media's depictions of sexual aggression or v iolence. 

Mass media do not tell us what to think, but they do 

tell us what to think about (Sutherland & Galloway, 1983 ) by 

l'nforming the audience of the issues setting an agenda and 

(Youn, 1987 ). Audiences are like sponges, soaking up media 

dare actl·ve in selecting their choices and messages, an 



interpretations of programs books -
, , newspapers and other 

media (Blurnler & Katz, 1974). Selnow (1990) feels the 

personal values that are native to American culture are 

deeply embedded in the programm i ng mater ial o f i ts most 

favored entertainment medium. 

It is telev ision that has affected the c ul ture by 

reflecting the culture (Bec k , 1992 ) . The effects o f 

television themes and pat t erns move audiences toward the 

perception o f ma i nstream value, and these t he e s also play 
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an i mporta nt r ole in establish ·ng c t r a orrns ( Ge rbne r , 

Gross, Morga n & Signo r ielli, 984 ) . The edia ref ect and 

shape cultural images, values, and social·za tion ( Brown, 

1 9 81) . 

Band ura ( 1977) found he. ed·a ~ore pro inent whe re 

other sources of learning are 

Gr oth and Birnba um ( 198 0) o 

ni. · zed or navai ab e . 

th ► ~a e :s ttr ' b ted to 

the increasi ng ava labi i t y o po rn og r aphy a n sex a 

explicitnes s in the publ ic ed ~a , w ·ch ares ccessful 1n 

setting cultu r al norms . Huesmann e t a ( 984) ound tha t 

the f requency of viewing our t ra orms · n t e media wa s 

highl y re la t ed to concurrent agg r ession and pred · cted fu ture 

aggression. 

l· s s i· 1·1ar to advert i sing, Pornography . e . , the 

bu t no t the happines s o r status consumer can buy the p r oduct 

that it br i ngs. Ca use one to los e oneself Po r nog r aph y may 



in the fantasy, ye t be det rimenta l if one feels he/ she can 

demonstrate this behavior as real i t y ( Diamond, 1985 ) . 

Terry and Ertle ( 197 4) found that males preferred 

sexual cartoons, and Gr och (1974 ) found aggress ive as well 

as sexual cartoon preference. A st d y cone ud e d that sex 

JS 

and aggression have been ong stand · g he .. es in humor, wi th 

people frequently preferring this t ype of hu or (McCaul e y , 

Woods, Coolidge & Kulick , 983) . Prerost 980) found that 

19-year old males rated sexua l ca rt oo s: r. ier because of 

the sexist content o t he c rt oo s, ~ ~ . an and a fi e 

(1976) found the sa e no e r t .. es . ;__o e 

Deckers ( 1989 ) cone ud e t s sex sm 1n a rt oon s 

increased, so did ma les fu n ness r t: s . J y ( 981) and 

Sewell ( 1984 ) found t h 

ei ther mild or stro n p r o 

~he t e c r t oo n ap t~ o n C ed 

-. e ca r oo n 

funnier than WO e 

Matacin and Burge r 9 0-:- ) l o '•e sex a e ., e s n 

Playbo y ca rtoons. he st e ·ea r 985 n which 

363 cartoons we r e fo n e s , 0 0 er se x a 

i t eres - 0 e a 'C e · ·as --violence per se, b C -· 

area cove r ed was coerc l. ene ss _o r · .... · t :'1e re ·..;ere s X such 

cartoons. 

The Malamuth et a 98 ) st u y c sex a vio ence 

include s both pict res a d art oo s l. 

f 19 - 3 thr gh : 9,7 . or the y ears , :1 ~~e ~ef i · c ion for sexual 

violence o r igina tes here . ~as ~ound t o contain an 
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ave r aae of two s exually vio lent t car oons pe r issue . This 

remained constan t for the five yea r s t udy . Pr ob l e ms existed 

in the methodology fo r rating ca rtoons. Ma l amuth states 

tha t fu t u r e r e search s ho u l d develop r e liable ca t egori e s f or 

rat ing se xua l viol ence . Two g r a dua t e a ssistants, one male 

and o ne female were used , a nd judgement was based on the ir 

definition of sexual v iolence, using the four categories . 

No break- down o f t h e categories is given. 

Scott and Cuv elier ( 19 8 6 ) replicated the Malamuth and 

Sk i nner ( 1980) study . The time span was 30 years, from 1954 

t o 1983 . Sc ott adv ised that Malarnuth and Ski nner ( 198 0 ) did 

not fi nd a trend, but rather v iewed an unusual time period 

when sexual v iolence was at its peak. Furthermore, Malamuth 

was l ater contacted b y Hugh Hefner, and had his staff tone 

down t h e sexual violence. The study was conducted by using 

nine teams consisting of one male and one female. They were 

giv en oral as well as categories spelling out each subject 

contained in sexual violence. Findings indicate that 

sexua l l y v iolent cartoons have decrensed. In 1983, the 

r ed i rect i on was to less than .3 (average) per issue. 



Material 

CHAPT ER 3 

Methodol ogy 

The data for this research were gath d f th ere rom e years 

1981 and 1991 · Playboy magazi ne was selected for anal ysis 

for several reasons. Fi rst, i t i s the oldest c ont i nually 

published sexuall y oriented maga zine . Sec ond , it ha s the 

highest total circulation of the sexua lly or i ented 

magazines: 4,250,32 4 in 19 83 , c ompara b l e i n c i rcu l at i on to 

Newsweek, 3 , 0 22, 7 22, and Time, 4 , 7 19 ,3 4 3 ( " ABC Audi t 

Report," 1 983) . Th i r d , it i s eas ily obtainable at ma ny 

l ibraries as r efe rence materia l . 

The years 1981 and 1991 were used to see the changes 

over a deca de wh i le also researchi ng c urrent material . All 

t welv e issues per year were i ncl ud e d . Mu l t i p l e f rame 

cartoons/ sto ries were counted a s a s i ngl e i t em . 

Design a nd Proc e d u re s 

The procedure i s different f r o Ma lamu t h et a l . ( 1980) 

and Scott et a l . ( 1 986 ) . Whereas g rad uate assistants were 

utili zed i n the Mal amuth study , Scott u t il ' zed 

undergraduates. The resea r cher will s erve as the lone rater 

in this study . A rat ing s heet was d e vi sed to evalua t e all 

· d · t h 1· ssue s thu s in s u r ing con s i stency c artoons conta 1ne 1n e , 

of rating. 
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The rating sheet contains a 11·st1·ng of all issues under 

review (see Appe nd ix A) · The rat ing sheet is divided into 

the following categories: 1 · sexua vio lence, nudity , total 

number of cartoons, and pages per issue . 

The category conta ining sexual violence is subdivided 

into rape, sadomasochism, and exploitative/ coercive sexual 

relations. Rape is defined as havi ng sexual intercourse 

with another person fo r cibly, and without that person 's 

consent. An example of this is a cartoon that shows the 

inside of an operating room, the fema e pat · ent under 

anesthesia, and the male actor having · ntercourse with the 

patient. Sadomasochism · s defined s a or.n of sex al 

satisfaction derived by a person ~ho on trols, o inates, 

and inflict s or rece ives har~ to o r by a nother . An example 

of this is a cartoon showing a naked fema e t · ed to al four 

co rners of a bed being span ked ~h · e g · ng o r a sex. An 

exploitative, sexual relat ·onsh · p s ef · e a s sing one ' s 

circumstance to force or cope a person to consen t to do a 

sexual act . An examp le of t · s is artoon o a a e 

executive and female secretar. ha · i g sex 0 

a Christma s party, with the ~a e re~i d · ng 

· s esk during 

er that she has 

earned he r Ch r istmas bonus . A coe rc ive sex a l re l ationship 

i s defined a s to force or cornpe a person t o consent to do a 

ole of t h.:. s i s a :e .. a l e cheer eader 
sexual act . An exa 

bask.etbal p l a yer -,.,h . le asking if 
giving oral sex to a .a e 

to get his ::.enn.:.s shoes pumped up . 
this is the onl y way 
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Sexual violence depicted in pornographic cartoons will 

also be compared to violent acts of society. The Federal 

Bureau of Investigation currently produces the Uniform Crime 

Reports. This shows a breakdown of the eight major crimes 

defined by the FBI. They include: murder, forcible rape, 

robbery, aggravated assault, burg l ary , l arceny, motor 

vehicle theft, and arson. Onl y f orcible rape will be used 

as a comparison to the total n umber of sexu a l v iolent 

cartoons per each year studied . Included in thi s d e fi nition 

is assault or attempts t o commit r a pe b y fo r ce o r th reat o f 

force; however, statut ory r ape (w. thout f o rce ) and o t he r sex 

offenses are not includ e d . 

A separate total wa s kept on ~he a mount of nud ity i n 

cartoons. Nudity i s d ef ined as t he exposure o f the penis, 

breast, vagina or butt oc ks . Th i s wa s scored regard e ss of 

whether the c artoo n co ntains s e x a l v 1 0 ence . 

The research wi ll be p r esented i n ab es - 4 ( s e e PP 

41-44). In the fo llowing chapter, ~h e researc resu l t s a re 

examined. 



HAPTER 4 

Ana ysis of the St ud y Results 

Playbov Magazi ne i s published mo nth ly . Twelve issues 

were compare d i n both the yea rs of 1981 and 1991 _ 
A 

difference was discove red in the to t al numbe r of pages t he 

magazine contained as well a s the t otal number of cartoons . 

In 1981, Playboy Magazine average d 283 p a ges and 29 c artoons 

per i ssue . Howe v er, i n 199 1, the average fell dramatically 

to 191 pages and 17 c artoons per issue. The average was 

der ived f r om ta k ing total number of pages per issue and 

to t al number o f cartoons per issue and dividing them by 12. 

The rat i ng sheet was arranged to k eep an accurate count 

of each individual month to coincide with the year. The 

rating sheet was divided into the subject areas of concern: 

rape, sadomasochism, exploitative/ coerciv e sexual relations, 

and nudity . Total number of cartoons and pages per i ssue 

were kept to form a basis for making a comparison to both 

i ssues. Yearly totals were kept to compare the years total 

amount of subject matter. 

The rating sheet was devised for use in a comparison by 

percentage rather than from raw data which show the total 

amount of any given category compared to another of the same 

category without regard to the total amount of data viewed 

i n t h e c ategory . This method would distort the outcome if 

the data c ompared are not equal in quantity . This study 

would have enti r ely di f f erent results had this method been 

19 81 had 55% more cart oons t h a n 1991 . employed . The year 
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~o 1llustr a e he poin t, Table 1 shows that in 198 1, there 

were three more sexually violent ca rtoons tha n in 1991 . 

This does not take into consideration that 1981 had 158 more 

c artoons from whic h to obtain three extra cartoons. Had 

1991 had the addi tional cartoons, 1·t · 1s uncertain if the 

outcome would be the same, increase, or ev en increase, yet 

sti ll be below the total of 13. It should be noted that the 

s traight comparison does show what one would view. Anyone 

who would pick up the magazine from the year 1981 still 

would see 13 sexually violent cartoons, whereas, by viewing 

1991, would see 10. 

In using the comparison by percentage, the categories 

are compared by dividing the total number of like items 

within the category by the total number of items in that 

particular category. This allows a true comparison between 

the years on an even basis. It establishes the true 

percentage of a particular category to be compared equally 

to that same category of another. To illustrate the point, 

in 1981, 13 sexually violent cartooPs were found. There was 

a total of 359 cartoons. The same items (sexual violence) 

were divided by the total number in the category (total 

cartoons) which reveals the percentage of like items 

t Thl·s means that 3.62 % of the contained within the ca egory. 

cartoons contain sexual violence in 1981. By doing this, 

one can compare the increase of content c ontained in 1981 

ove r 1991 by a percentage comparison. 
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The resul t s o f this study will be p r ese nted as they 

pertain to each hypo thesis tested . A compl e t e d rat ing sheet 

is provided i n Appendix B. 

The first hyp othesis tested states, "The percent of 

sexual violenc e depicted in pornographic cartoons wi ll 

pa r all e l the number of sexually violent acts in society. " 

The percentage of sexually violent cartoons in 1991 was 

subtracted from 1981. The results show that 1991 had an 

increase of 1.4 % more sexually violent cartoons (see Table 

1) . The Federal Bureau of Investigation Uniform Crime 

Report was compared by dividing the total number of forcible 

rape offenses of 1981 by those of 1991. This revealed an 

increase of 25.8% in 1991 over 1981. There were increases 

in sexually violent c~rtoons as well as sexually violent 

acts for 1991; however, the increase in real life is not so 

dramatic as in cartoons. 

TABLE 1 

Sexually violent cartoons as related to Uniform Crime Report 

for 1981 and 1991 

Federal Bureau of 
Investigation UCR 

Sexually Forcible Rape 
Violent Total Number of 
Cartoons cartoons Percentage Offenses 

1981 13 359 3.6 81,536 

1991 10 201 5.0 102,555 

Increase 
19 91 in sexual 37.3 25.8 

vi o l ence 
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The second h ypothesis tested states "Th t of 

, e percen age 

cartoon sexual violence Will increase in 1991 over 1981." 

Dividing the 10 sexually violent cartoons by the 
201 

cartoons located for 1991 revealed that 5.0 % contained 

sexual violence. The same procedure was followed for 1981 

which revealed 3.6 % contained sexua l vi o l ence. There f ore, 

1991 had an increase of 37.3 % more t han 1981 in the 

percentage of sexually v iolent cartoons c ontained within the 

given year (see Table 1 ) . 

The third hypothesis tested s tat es, "The percent of 

nudity will decrease in 199 1 over 1981 ." By dividing the 

126 total nude cartoons b y t he t otal cart oons of 359 fo r 

1981, it reveals that 35 .1 % contained nudi t y . The same 

procedure was followed f or 199 1, which revealed 27 . 8% . 

Therefore, 1991 decreased b y 20 . 8% (see Tab e 2) . 

TABLE 2 

Comparison of Nude Cartoons from 981 a nd 1991 

Nude Total 
Cartoons Cartoon s Pe r cen t age 

1981 12 6 359 35 . 

1991 56 201 27 . 8 

Reduction 
1991 in Nude --- 20 . 8 

Cartoons 

test ed sta t e s , "Th e percent of The fourth h ypoth es i s 

S exua l re l a tion s contained in sexually exploitative/ coerciv e 

l· ncrease ~n _991 over 198 1. By Violent c artoons will 
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dividing the 10 total e xpl ·t • 
oi ativ e / coerciv e cartoons by the 

359 total cartoons f or 1981, it revealed that 2.8 % of the 

cartoons contained 1 · exp oitativ e / coerci·ve sexual . 1 vio ence. 

The same procedure wa f 11 s o owed fo r 199 1 , which revea l ed 

4 .97 %. Therefore, in 19 9 l t h . ' ere wa s a n increase of 78.6 % 

(see Table 3) • 

TABLE 3 

Year comparison of e xpl o i ta tive/ coercive c a r toons 

f r om 1981 and 1991 

Expl o i t ative/ coercive Total 
ca r toons cartoons Percent age 

198 1 10 359 2 . 8 

199 1 10 201 5 . 0 

I n c r ease in 
199 1 exp loi t a t ive/ coercive --- 78 . 6 

cartoons 

The fift h hypothesis tested states, "The percent of 

rape and sad omasochism contained in sexually violent 

c a rtoons wi ll increase in 1991 over 1981 ." By dividing the 

t h ree total rape and sadomasochism cartoons i nto the 359 

total cartoo ns fo r 1981, it revealed that 0 . 8% of the 

cartoons c ontaine d rape and sadomasochism. The same 

procedure was follow e d for 1991 . Since there were no 

cartoons i n 1991 wi th thi s theme, the percentage d r op was 

100% (see Table 4) . 



TABLE 4 

Year compar i son of r ape and sadomasochi s m c art oons 

f r om 1981 and 199 1 

Rape and 
s adomasochism 

ca r toons 

198 1 3 

1991 0 

Reduct i on i n 
19 9 1 r a pe a nd 

sadomasoch·sm 
cartoons 

The f o ll ow i ng chapter~ 

along with r e c omme ndat · ons or 

Tota Percentage 
ca r toons 

359 0 . 8 

20 - 0 -

00 

sc ss test y resu ts 

re rese r ch . 
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oiscussion 

CHAPTER 5 

Discussion and Recommendations 

Although this study did not show a parallel in the 

rates of sexually violent acts in society to sexual violence 

contained in Playboy cartoons th - , ere was an increase in both 

for the year 1991. This study does show th at the frequency 

of exploitative/coercive sexuall y violent cartoons is on the 

rise. The rise between the two comparative years was 78 ° . 6 7c . 

The drop in percentage of nudity was much more noticeable 

although smaller. The existence of rape and sadomasochism 

was eliminated in 1991 t hus showing a 100 % drop and an 

indication of the future trend of Playboy Magaz ine . 

Two earlier studies were performed in this area. 

First, Malamuth et al. (1980) showed an increase in sexually 

violent cartoons. Although the accuracy on how the figu res 

were obtained makes this study ve r y quest · onable because of 

the use of t wo graduate students, one male and one femal e , 

who had doubtful qualifications to conduct the study . The 

study years included 1973 through 1977 . The male rater 

admitted that he was familiar with these t ypes of agazines 

and rated sexual violence in 97 3 as 4 . l % o f the total 

amount cartoons to a high in 19 77 of 7 . l %. 
The f ema l e rater 

· wi·th these t ypes of magazines and 
stated she was unfamiliar 

f finding 6 . 8% in 1973 to a 
went in an opposite direction° 

At no tl. me were instructions given or 
low of 5.0 % in 197 7 . 

to the raters on the defini tion of 
definitions provided 
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sexua l v i ol enc e. Ma lamuth et al. (l 9 80) stated that the 

study was unable to account for the differences in the 

raters' judgments, but that the d ' ifferences might not have 

existed had there been reliab le t · c a egor i es f o r rati ng sexual 

violence. Based on this study , i· t was repo rted that sexual 

v iolence in Playboy cartoon s rose. 

The second study , Scott et a l . (1986) , repo rted 

research of Playboy Magaz ine f r om 1954 - 1983 produced 

different results. Overall , a dec r ea s e was found, most 

notabl y during the y e ar s of 1974 and 1977 . This study 's 

research was obtai n e d b y u s ing nine teams of col ege 

undergraduates conta i n i ng o ne male and one female . The 

raters were giv en a n instruction sheet and o r al 

instructions. I t i s u nknown if the instruction sheet 

contained se xual violence definitions . Three sepa r ate 

a ttempt s were made and phone con tact ~as establ ' shed with 

Dr. Scott to obta i n c opies of his research instrument . 

However, this researcher wa s no t successful in reviewing the 

necessary documents. 

This study d o e s claim an average of 8 . 7 sexually 

v i o l ent cartoons per 1 , 000 cartoons v~ ewed fo r the enti re 

time period of t h e study . Furthermore, it claims that t here 

are only three sexual ly vi o len t ca r toons fo r t h e year 198 1. 

· of c artoo n se xua l 
The current study i s a n an a y s i s 

. M.a Na zi· ne, compar ing t h e years 1981 to 
violence in £P~l~a~y~b~oiv_,_~~:.=-=.c- -

1991. l
·n thi· s a rea , inc luding t hi s study , have 

All resea rch 
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examined simi l ar t op ics and yet r eported d ' ffe r ent find i ngs . 

Although Malamuth et al . ( 980) a so found sexuall y vi o l ent 

cartoons to be on t he ri se, a r e li abl e c ompar i s on i s no t 

poss i ble. The current study does def .:.. e t~e : o r ca t egor · es 

( 1980) research along ~ · c. 

tha t wou ld fa l l with i n each ca egory . 

unde rtake n by Ma la uth e t ( _ 80) , the r es ts co ave 

been com pa r e d . :. 986 ) , .:..t .:.s 

i nst ruc t io ns . e'! t oo e :..s.:. o s 

to wha t is n is no t s e e 

d i f e r e nce •,1hen i t cor.ies : o :.~ e •; r :. J 8 :. • co : e 

( 1986) s hows 0 ·: : o : e 

tha t ye r . h i1 , 

~ ithou t the~ ter_ s 

t n c " r e o ::-.p :::-:. so .. . no way o :-:i · e 

I n viewin s~o t:. e '"' 5 5 :.. - · .:. .. ere ce 

ight be t ha t t he 

wou l e xp lai n t ~e 

f ound three s e x a _y v __ e . t. 

sadomasochism a ong ~i :. ~ t e . 

e xp loitativ e ; coerci e 

deta iled instruct io n , 

sex a .:.. 

an 

knowledge ~ · ght no t und e r s t. 3n 

:. :.:-::..s :..s s o , 

•.. .:.s s ' 

. .., .., 
- •• - • • .J 

:- e.:..a :. :.. or.s : o r 



would e xp l a i n Scott ' s f i nding s of t h r e e s e xual l y v iolent 

cartoons compared to th i s s tudy 's fin d ing of 13 _ 

This study vi e ws Playboy Magazine as ta king a new 
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approach to sexua lly v iolent ca rtoo ns . It ~ill refer to the 

e xpl o itat i v e / coercive sexua y violent car oon s as the 

subt l e a pp r oach. In a compa r ison of ra~ o data, bo t h 198 1 

and 199 1 both s howe d 10 ca r toon s of this nature . ·nct er the 

compa r i s o n by percentage , which th · s st y sed, t e 

pe r centage r ose sign · ficant ly . r ' rt he r .. o r e , t e re .,.., e re no 

rape or s adomasochism cartoo ns for the :_:e r 99 his :nore 

s ubt l e app r oach wil cont: e t o r ~~ in : ~e o · nio o h 's 

rese a rch e r . The subt e app r o h b , se o: o r ce t. r o g 

c irc umsta nces of power o r pers 51. e r ~e t ecep t on 

is pa rt of eve r yda y e . P. r o ch s e e'.I 

wave th r ough sexua i nt i .. i io : he ·,;or ce o r l 

da t ing . Ma ca n r el te t o t s ... , . e o .. .. or ·..; e er . e es '- 1 • 

ha ve tr ied it or j ust r e :ne 

Recomme nda t ions fo r r 

r o :.ng .. e success: · .., t o . -! -· '-Th i s stud y · . .Jas - ' 

ma jo r ity of its otheses , b t or'"' 
• - V 

s ·ste::i - i -

ate - is S t ' y or t hose of wa y of al owing o t ers t o r ep - ~-

previous r e s ea r che r s . . .\ t. 0 g gs 

point to a ne e d fo r f r - er :::-ese a :::- c: : · t. · re :::-esearch 

1992 . In doing s o, the r esearch sho a ses of 

· o a s t o estab i sh 
Co ntal· ned in t ~e ~agaz : ~e s sexual viole nce 
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longitudina l trend s and ~o r e effecci·1e i ~ ~a~e p r a j eccions of 

future treatments o f v:o ence i , ~he ~ed i a . 
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,..-----

Exploi t a t ive 
/ coercive 

Pages Sadomaso- s exual 
Tot a l Per Rape chism relations Nudi t y Cartoons Issue --

JAN 81 
C 

FEB 81 
r--

MAR 81 
' 

APRIL 81 

MAY 81 

JUNE 81 

JULY 81 
' 

AUG 81 
' 

SEPT 81 

OCT 81 

NOV 81 

DEC 81 

TOTAL 

JAN 91 

FEB 91 

MAR 91 

APRIL 91 

MAY 91 

JUNE 91 

J ULY 91 

AUG 91 

SEPT 91 

OCT 91 

NOV 91 

DEC 91 

TOTAL 
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---
Exploitative 
/ coercive 

Sadornaso- sexual Pages 
Rape chisrn relations Total Per - Nudity Cartoons Issue 

JAN 81 1 0 2 12 35 334 
FEB 81 0 0 2 8 25 230 
MAR 81 0 1 0 19 36 260 
APRIL 81 0 0 1 10 26 282 
MAY 81 0 0 1 6 28 276 

JUNE 81 0 0 0 10 29 300 

JULY 81 0 0 1 11 31 260 

AUG 81 0 0 1 11 29 260 

SEPT 8 1 1 0 0 9 26 260 

OCT 81 0 0 0 10 29 252 

NOV 8 1 0 0 1 8 32 292 

DEC 81 0 0 1 12 33 386 

TOTAL 2 1 10 126 359 3392 

JAN 91 0 0 0 7 26 230 

FEB 9 1 0 0 1 3 18 166 

MAR 9 1 0 0 0 5 7 170 

APRIL 91 0 0 1 5 17 174 

5 15 186 
MAY 91 0 0 1 

2 13 198 
JUNE 91 0 0 1 

2 14 178 
JULY 91 0 0 2 

6 17 174 
AUG 9 1 0 0 1 

4 17 186 
SEPT 91 0 0 1 

6 13 202 
OCT 91 0 0 1 - 186 

3 13 
~NOV 91 0 0 1 

246 
8 21 

DEC 91 0 0 0 
2296 

56 201 
TOTAL 0 0 10 
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