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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

There are many problems facing educators in the United 

States today. On e of the most serious problems that educators 

have to deal with is the prevention of students from dropping out 

of school before they graduate from the secondary level, Admin­

istrators and other school personnel throughout the country have 

tried many methods and techniques to encourage students to continue 

their education through the secondary level. 

Houston County High School in Erin, Tennessee, had twenty­

four students to drop out of school during the 1968-1969 school year. 

These twenty-four students represented 6. 7% of the school population. 

This study was concerned with those dropouts to determine if there 

we re any significant differences between them and the students who 

continued in school. The school could possibly adjust its program 

to lessen the number of dropouts after the differences have been 

found. 

1 
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I. THE STUDY 

Natu r e of the Study. The purpos e of this study was to d et e r mine 

how p ot ential dropouts c ould b e r e co gniz ed b efor e they withdr a w fr om 

schoo l s o that measur e s c ould be taken in an attempt to k eep thos e 

s t ud en ts in school. The cumulative r e cords of all the students of 

Houston County Hi gh School were studied. The records of all the 

dropouts we r e compar ed to those who completed the years I work in 

four ar eas (1) a ve ra ge grad e s ; (2) a ve rage daily attendance ; (3) I. Q. 

s c or e s ; and (4) extra-curricular activity participation. Information 

as to the reason the students left school was obtained and considered 

i n this analysis. 

Importanc e of the Study. Houston County High School had a 

lar ge numb e r of students to quit school each year. Ther e was a need 

to d evelop crite ria to r e cognize potential dropouts so that measures 

c ould b e taken to encoura ge the s e students to stay in school. By com­

paring the students who quit school with thos e students who stayed, 

it was hoped that clue s id entifyin g students who mi ght leav e school 

befor e graduation c ould b e dis cove r ed. This information would help 

a dmini s trators and t ea ch e rs k eep the potential dropouts in school. 



Lim itation of the Study. This study was lim it ed to s tud ent s 

who enroll ed in Houston County High School at th e beginnin g of th e 

te r m whi ch b egan in August of 19 68 . Persons who enter ed school 

a ft er s c h ool was in s es sion were not used . P e rsons, recently 

en rollin g in th e high s c hool, whose re c ords were inadequate were 

also excluded . This study was furth e r limited in that the students 

who remained in school and the dropouts w ere compared only in 

th e four areas d e scribed earlier. The average daily attendance was 

tak en from only one year, the year which preceded this study. 

Assumptions. In this study the author assumed that the 

p e rmanent records of the students were correct . The students who 

l eft school were assumed to have told the truth about why they quit. 

The teachers of Houston County High were assumed to hav e given 

3 

th e correct information concerning extra-curricular activity par­

ti c ipation. The I. Q. scores were assumed to be valid for this study. 

II. DEFINITION OF TERMS USED 

Th e r e w e r e some t e rms us ed in this study which should be used 

in a limited function. To clarify the meaning of the terms used in 

thi s study th e following definitions were presented: 
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D ro pout. A d r opout r ef e rs to a student who withdr ew from 

scho ol befor e h e c ompl et e d his course of study through the 19 68-19 69 

s chool y ear. 

Extra- curricular Activities. In this study an extra-curricular 

activity refers to any activ ity or organization which is school sponsored 

but is not a c ademi c in natur e . A stud ent may or may not have received 

academic er edit for his participation. In band as in athletic partici­

pation, the student received academic credit for his participation. 

Athletic participation can be substituted for physical education. The 

only athletic extra-curricular activities were football, girl's basketball, 

boy's basketball, and cheerleading. Other clubs and organizations 

we r e the Beta Club, Pep Club, Science Club, Library Club, the Student 

Council, the Future Homemakers of America, the Future Farmers of 

America, and Band. 

A verage Daily Attendance (A. D. A.). A verage daily attendance 

refers to the number of days a student attended school during the school 

year. At Houston County High School a normal year was 175 days. 

Intelligence Quotient (I. Q.). Inte lligenc e Qoutient scores were 

taken from the Lar ge Thorndik e Intelligence T e st which was recorded 
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on th e cumulat ive r c ords of ea ch tud t s en • The numerical intelligence 

quotient was obtained by multiplying the mental age of a pers on by 100 

and dividin g the r e sult b y the chronolo gical age. The t es ts we r e 

d e signed to show the r e lative mental capacity of a person. 

A ve rage Grad e . Ave rage grade refers to the average of all 

grades a p erson has received after entering high school. In the case 

of the freshmen the a ve rage grade was taken from their eighth grade 

records for use in this study. 

III. REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE 

There had been no previous study of this type done concerning 

the students of Houston County High School. There was not material 

a vailable which would strengthen this study due to its limited nature. 

Howeve r, th e re was an abundance of material on various aspects of the 

dropout problem in the Austin Peay State University Library. Three 

authors who wrote on the dropout problem were George B. Brain, 

Elizabeth M. Drews , and Bert I. Green. 

Bert I. Green wrote a book dealing with many aspects of the 

dropout problem. The conclusions found in this study were the same 

general conclusions he used in writing his book. His book contained 

t w o chapters of particular interest. One chapter dealt with the 
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proble m of identifying the potential dropouts . 1 The othe r chapter d ealt 

with modifying the secondary school program to kee p the potential 

dropouts in school. 
2 

Elizabet h M. Dr ew s wr ot e an e ssay in which she discuss ed the 

school climate and its r e lation to dropouts. In this ess ay she wr ote 

that it is the job of t each ers and r e s earchers to find the solution 

to the dropout proble m by improving the school. She also wrote about 

the n eed to d eve lop emotional security for the potential dropouts. She 

claime d that they must have unconditional acceptance before they can 

3 
b e succ e ssful in school. 

Georg e B. Brain wrote that schools could lessen the number of 

dropouts by initiating positive practices in the school. He made a 

list of things done which !es sened the number of dropouts in some 

s chool systems. The fifteen practices in his list were report ed by 

the majority of the superintende nts questioned to be effective in 

4 
r educing the number of school dropouts. 

lB e rt I. Gr ee n, Preventing School Dropouts (Englewood 

Cl .ff N J Prentice-Hall, Inc.' 1966), PP• 31-53. 1 S, • • : 

2Ibid., pp. 137-155. 

. IIThe Schools: Climate Affects Fallout, II 
3Elizabeth M. Dr ew s, . c . National 

G . d d the School Dropout (Washington, D. •. u1 ance an 
24 · t · 19 6 4) pp • 1 - • Educati,on Assoc1a 10n, , 

4 . The School Dropout (Washington, D. C.: 
Geor ge B. Brain, . . 

1964
) PP• 135-143. 

National Education Association, ' 
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IV• TH E ME T H OD AND PROC E DURES OF T HIS STUDY 

A thorough ex a m ination of the cumulative r ec ords of the stu dent s 

tha t e n r o lle d i n Hou ston County High School in the 1968-1 96 9 school 

year was m ade . 

Fir s t, p e rmission was obtaine d from the principal of Houston 

Count y High School for the use of the cumulative records for this study. 

T he r ecords of the stude nts who droppe d out of school we r e first 

studi e d to obtain data for a comparision with the stude nts who com-

plet e d the y e ar's work. The ave rage grade was obtained by converting 

the l e tt e r g rade s the stude nts r e c e i ved into nume rical grade s. The 

a v e rage s of both the dropouts and the othe r students wer e obtained and 

c om par e d. The dropout boys were compared with the boys in their 

class w ho continue d their education to the e nd of the year. The girls 

we r e c ompar e d likewis e with othe r girls. 

The att e ndanc e records we r e the n examined. The daily attendanc e 

of all stu d e nts was taken from th eir cumulative r e cords for the previous 

y ear. The A. D. A. of the dropouts was compar e d to the stude nts who 

· 1·f the r e was a differ enc e in the attendanc e sta yed i n school to d e t e rmine 

habit s of the t w o g roups. 
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A ft e r wards , tabl es we r e mad e t o 
compare the grades and the 

A . D . A . of the two groups . Th 1 Q 
e • . scor es w e r e tak en from the 

re c ords of a ll s tud ent s . 
If m or e than one I. Q. s c or e app ea red on th e 

record, a n a vera ge wast k b a en ecause some students had as many a s 

f ive scor e s . The I. Q . s c or e s of b oy s and girls of all class es w er e 

a ve rag ed s eparately and the median scor e was found. The scores of 

th e d ropouts w er e listed so that their scores could be compared to the 

class a ve ra ge and to the m edian s cores of the boys and girls in their 

class. The I. Q . scores w e re taken from the Large Thorndike 

Int e lligen ce Test which had been rec ord ed on the student's p e rmanent 

r ec ord. 

Table s w ere mad e to pr e s ent a record of the students who 

partic ipated in extra-curricular activities . Some of the students who 

parti c ipate d in extra - curricular activities were known to the author. 

Th e p e rc entage of students who participated from each class (boys 

and girls s eparately) were c ompar ed to the percenta ge of dropouts 

who participated to d et e rmine if there were any significant differences 

bet ween th e t w o groups. 

The la s t tab l e c ontained the reasons giv en by the dropouts for 

withdra w in g from school. Reasons for students dropping out were 

r ec o r d ed i n a daily att endance r ec ord book. 
The administrator s , 
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teachers, and students in many c as e s c ontribut e d to this information. A 

table was made listing the r eas on why ea ch stud ent d r oppe d out of school 

when the r e ason was known. 

V . OR GANI ZATION OF THE RESEARCH PAPER 

This stud y h as b een divide d into thr ee chapters. Chapte r I was 

the introducto r y c hapt e r. Chapte r II c ontaine d a pr e sentation of data 

obtained for this study . In this chapte r a background d e scription of 

Houston Count y H igh S chool and the community was give n with table s 

and a d i s cu ssion of the data. Chapte r III containe d the conclusion of 

this stu d y . 



CHAPTER II 

PRESEN TATION AND INTERPRETATION OF THE DATA 

BACKGROUND DESCRIPTION 

H ou ston County High School is the only high school in Houston 

C ounty. It has approximately 350 stude nts from the 9th through the 

12th g rade . It has sixt ee n t eache rs including the principal. The 

high s chool offe rs the stat e minimum r equir em ents with two v ocational 

subject s w hich ar e Vocational Agricultur e and Home Economics. Band 

i s also offe r e d. The r e ar e some clubs and other school organizations 

in Houston County Hi gh School, but the most important extra-curricular 

activitie s ar e girls ' and boys ' basketball, football, and cheerleading . 

T h e school has b ee n w e ll known to surrounding countie s for the good 

b a s ke tball t e ams they have had in the last few years. 

The r e ar e two e l em entary schools in Houston County which 

provide H ou ston Cou nty High School with its stude nts. The e leme ntary 

s chools ar e Er i n Elem e ntary School and T e nne ss ee Ridge Elem e ntary 

. b" d t tal of approximate ly 900 stu de nts. School whi c h have a com in e 0 

• h · the Hou ston County School Sy stem dur i ng T h e r e we r e f i fty t e a c e rs in 

th e 1968 - 196 9 school year. 

10 
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H ou
st

on County is most l y a rural c ommunity. T herefore, most 

stu d ents who att e nd Houston Count y Hi"gh School f th 1 come rom e rura ar e a s 

of the c ounty. Dur ing the last few years, industrie s have move d into 

Houston County , and the s e industrie s ar e changing the community from 

a rural to an industrial community. T. V. A. has had an eff e ct on the 

co1nmunity. The r e has been an influx of students into all of the schools 

of Houston County in rec e nt years because of these industries. Many 

mor e stude nts are expected. 

Most of the students who graduate from Houston County High 

School who attend college enroll in Austin Peay State University which 

is the clos e st college to Houston County. 

Ther e are approximately 80 freshmen, 86 sophomores, 62 juniors, 

and 52 s e niors enrolled in Houston County High School in the 1968-1969 

school year. The approximate total was used because there was a 

number of students whose parents moved during the year to other school 

systems. There were also many parents with school-age children who 

mo ve d into Houston County during the school year. 

II. DISCUSSION OF THE DATA 

C t High School and the surround-
A d e scription of the Hou st on oun y 

t d in the fir st part of Chapter II. In the 
ing c ommunity was presen e 

. . and pres entation of the data was 
remainder of this c hapter a discussion 
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presented . The data us ed in this study wa s pr esent ed in various tables 

in this chapt er . 

Tables I, II , III a d IV d , n compare th e a chievement of the s tud ents 

who c ompl eted th e year's study to the stud ents who quit school. The 

stud ents were compared by classes, the boys were compar ed to the 

boys and th e girls to the girls. In the first four tables, column one 

c ontained the number of boy students and column two the girl students 

who achieved according to the letter grade listed in column five. The 

bo y dropouts and girl dropouts we re listed in column three and four 

resp ectively. The tables illustrated the differences in the achievement 

l evels of the dropouts and the students who remained in school for the 

full term. The average grades for both the boys and girls who stayed 

in school were recorded at the bottom of the table so that the averages 

of the stud ents who quit school could be compared to the class averages. 

Table I contained the grade code which was used by teachers of Houston 

County High School in rating the achievement of the pupils. 

In Table I the freshmen girls and freshmen boys who completed 

, k pared with the students who quit school before the year s w or were com 

the end of the school year. 
This table showed that the freshman girl 

the only girl who achieved in the F category which 
who quit school was 

f the girls in the freshmen class. 
was far below the average o 

The 

h 1 e shown to have achieved far below 
freshmen boys who quit sc 00 wer 
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th e c lass average and b e low all othe r boys in th e freshmen class . Some 

of the s e boys we r e r e p eat e rs in th e fr eshmen class. 

In Tabl e II the sophomore grades were compar ed. The sophomore 

girls as a class achieved high e r than any other group in school. The 

sophomore girls who quit school were achieving below the average for 

the sophomore girls who remained in school. Two of the sophomore 

girls were a c hieving in the C category when they dropped out of school, 

whil e two others dropped out having achieved a D average. 

The sophomore boy dropouts achieved considerably lower than 

the a v erage achievement for the boys who stayed in school. T:w.o boys 

who were receiving passing grades quit school while two who were 

failing dropped out. 

The comparison of junior grades in Table III showed that one 

girl w ho quit school was failing while the other girl was making average 

g rades. Th e re were only two girls who quit school in the junior class. 

Thr ee of the junior boys who dropped out of school were maintaining a 

C average. The only other boy in the junior class to drop out of school 

held a D average. 

In Table IV the senior grade averages were compared. All of 

"thd w from school had maintained passing 
th e senior students who Wl re 

a ve rages . 
d. d t show that t w o of the students 

However , the table 1 no 

. serious grade problems. The 
at th e tim e they w ithdr ew were hav ing 
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boy dropped out of s c hool b e caus e of his failing grade s. Both senior 

girls got married ; however, one of these gir ls was failing one or 

rnore cou rs e s at the time of her withdrawal. 
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TABLE I 

FRESHMAN GRAD E AVERAGES 

H OUST ON C OUNTY HIGH SCHOOL 
196 8 - 196 9 

Column Column Column Column 
I II III 

Column 
IV V 

No. of No. of Boy Girl Grade Boy s Girls D ropouts D ropouts Average 

1 4 0 0 A 

9 15 0 0 B 

13 13 0 0 C 

11 10 0 0 D 

0 0 4 1 F 

34 42 4 1 T OTALS 

1. T he a ve rage g rade for all fre s hman boy s was 78. 1 which is 
classifi e d as a low C . 

2. The a ve rag e grade for all fre s hma n gir ls was 83 which is 
classifi e d as a hig h C . 

3. The a ve rag e g rade for the fre s hma n boy d r opout s was b elow 70 

w hi c h is classifie d as a n F. 

4 . The a ve r a ge g rade for the fre shm a n girl dropouts was b e low 70 

w hi c h is classifie d as a n F. 

H ouston County Hig h Grade Code 

A - 95 to 100 
B - 8 5 to 94 
C 7 5 t o 84 
D - 7 0 t o 74 
F - B e l ow 70 



Column 
I 

No. of 
Boy s 

1 

6 

11 

11 

0 

TABLE II 

SOPHOM ORE GRADE AVERAGES 

H OU S T ON C OUNTY 
HIGH S CH OOL 1968 - 196 9 

Column Column 
II 

Column Column 
Ill IV V 

No . of B oy 
Girls 

Girl Grade 
D ropouts D ropouts Av erage 

13 0 0 A 

20 0 0 B 

2 1 1 2 C 

3 1 2 D 

0 2 1 F 

16 

2 9 57 4 5 T OTALS 

1. The a ve rag e g rade of the sophomor e boy s was 80 . 4 which is 
classifie d as a C. 

2 . The ave rage g rade of the s ophomor e girls w as 86 which is 

classifie d as a low B. 

3. T h e a verage g rade of the sophomor e boy dropouts was 70 . 5 w hi ch 

is a ve ry low D. 

4 . The a ve rage g rad e of the sophom or e girl dropouts was 73 . 8 which 

is classifie d as a D. 

The g rad e code us e d is on Table I . 
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TABLE III 

JUNIOR GRADE AVERAGES 

H O USTON 
COUNTY HIGH SCHOOL 19 68 -1 969 

Column Column Column 
I II Column Column ill IV V 

No . of No. of Boy 
Boys Girl Grade Girls Dropouts Dropouts Average 

2 7 0 0 A 

9 11 0 0 B 

13 14 3 1 C 

5 1 1 0 D 

0 0 0 1 F 

29 33 4 2 TOTALS 

1. The a ve rag e grade for the junior boys was 82. 8 which is 
classifi e d as a C. 

2. The a ve rag e grade for the junior girls was 84. 6 which is 
classifie d as a high C. 

3. The a ve rag e grade for the junior boy dropouts was 78 which is 

classified as a low C. 

4 . The a ve rag e grade for the junior girl dropouts was 72. 5 which is 

c lassifi e d as a D. 

The g rade cod e used is on Table I. 



Column 
I 

No . of 
Boy s 

1 

9 

13 

7 

0 

TABLE IV 

SENIOR GRADE AVERAGES 

H OUSTON COUNTY 
HIGH SCHOOL 1968 -1 969 

Column Column 
II 

Column Column 
III IV V 

No . of Boy Girl 
Girls Dropouts 

Grade 
Dropouts Averag e 

4 0 0 A 

6 0 1 B 

10 l 0 C 

2 0 1 D 

0 0 0 F 

18 

30 22 1 2 TOTALS 

1. The a ver ag e grade of the senior boys was 80 which is classified 
as a C. 

2, The a ve rage g rade of the senior girls was 78. 9 which is classified 

as a C. 

3. The a ve rage grade of the senior boy dropouts was 80 which is 

classified as a C. 

4 . The g rade a ve rage of the senior girl dropouts was 80 which is 

classified as a C. 

The grad e code used is on Table I. 
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While lookin g for factors which might . 

give some clue to a potential 

dropout, the average daily attendance of 
11

th 
a e students who enr olled 

in Houston County High School was r ec ord ed. 
The A. D . A. wa s 

tak en from the yea r pr evious to this s t d u y . Tabl e V com par ed the 

attendance r ecord of t he students who c omplet d th f 
11 e e u term of study 

to th e dropouts . T h e s tud ents we re compar ed by class, the boys and 

girls being c ompa red s eparate ly. The diff e r ences that ex isted betwe en 

th e A . D. A. of t he dropouts to the oth er students were recorded in th e 

last c olumn. T he diff e r en ces in the two groups were shown b y insert-

in g a p lus wh en th e dropout's A. D. A. was better than the other students. 

Tabl e V s howed that th e biggest difference existed with the freshmen 

gi rl s . T he m ost significant difference existed with the freshmen boys 

in which the d ropouts miss ed 11. 7 more days than the students who 

r ema in ed in school. Other significant information illustrated by 

Tab le V was the fa c t that the A. D. A. for the junior and senior boys 

wa s hi ghe r for the dropouts than for the students who continued in 

school. The tab l e show ed that as boys advanced into the upper class e s, 

t h ey a t tend ed school l e ss. This held true for the girls with the ex ception 

of the sophomo r e girls. The boy dropouts from the upper classes 

b d outs from the lower classes. 
att end ed school m or e than the oy rop 

The girl dropouts attend ed S
chool l e ss as they advanced to the upp er classes. 

bl . h the fact that in m ost ca ses 
1 to es ta is The main point of the tab e was 

School l ess than th e other pupils. 
dropout s w ould attend 
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TABLE V 

AVERAGE DAILY ATTENDANCE 

No. of 
Class e s Students 

Fr e shman Girls 42 
Fr e shman Girl Dropouts 1 

Fr e shman Boys 37 
Fr e shman Boy Dropouts 5 

Sophomor e Girls 57 
Sophomo r e Girl Dropout s 5 

Sophomor e Boy s 2 9 
Sophomor e Boy Dropouts 4 

J u nior Girls 37 
J u nior Girl D ropouts 2 

Junior Boys 2 9 
Junior Boy Dropouts 4 

Se nior Girls 22 

Senior Girl Dropouts 2 

Senior Boys 30 

Se nior Boy Dr opouts 1 

A. D. A. Dropout Diffe rence 

163 

121 A.D.A. le ss 42 day s for 
dropouts 

167.7 
156 A .D.A. l e ss 11. 7 days 

for dropouts 

169 
162 A .D. A . l e ss 7 day s for 

dr opouts 

166 . 5 
165 . 4 A. D . A . le s s 1. 1 day s fo r 

dropouts 

163 
155 A . D . A . 1 ss 8 day s for 

dropouts 

159 
165 A . D. A . more+ 6 days 

for dropou ts 

160 
158 . 5 A . D . A . le ss 1. 5 days 

for dropouts 

16 1 
168 A .D. A. mor e+ 7 day s 

fo r dropout s 

. t County High School . 
1
. n a s chool y ear in H ou s on Th e r e ar e 1 75 days 



Table VI was a tab l e sh · h • owing t e participation of students in 

athletic extra-curricular activities. H ouston County High School 

had a l ow p e r centag e of students who participated in athletic extra­

cur r icular a c tiv ities· The best students participated in several 

a ctiv iti e s, whereas, the vast majority did not participate in any 

activ ities. The number of participants in each class was recorded 

in Table VI according to whether the student was male or female. 

21 

The p e rcentage of the girls and boys who participated in athletic extra­

curri cular activities was taken so that they could be compared to the 

dropouts. Only one dropout in twenty-four participated in athletic 

extra-curricular activities. This student played football but got 

into grade trouble and enlisted in the Navy . There was 23. 4 percent 

of all the student body who participated in athletic extra-curricular 

activ ities while the percentage of the dropouts was 4 . 1 percent . 
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TABLE VI 

PA R TICIPATION IN ATHLETIC 
EXTRA-CURRI CULAR ACTIVITIES 

Partici-
Class Number pants 

Percentage No. of Dropout 1s 
of Class Dropouts Participation 

Fr e shman Girls 42 5 
Fr e shman Boys 37 

11. 1 1 0 6 16. 5 5 0 

Sophomore Girls 51 10 27 
Sophomore Boys 29 

4 0 
5 17 5 0 

Junior Girls 33 12 3 6. 2 2 0 
Junior Boys 29 15 51. 7 4 1 

Senior Girls 22 4 18. 1 2 0 
Senior Boys 30 13 43.3 1 0 

The percentage of the students who stayed in school and participated in 
athletics was 23. 4 percent. The percentage of dropouts who partici­
pated in athletics was 4. 1 percent. 

Table VII contained a list of the non-athletic organizations and 

clubs of Houston County High School and the comparisons of dropout's 

participation to the participation of the students who remained in school. 

The table would be deceiving unless one realized that some of the 

dropouts, as well as the students who remained in school, participated 

in more than one activity. The organization that most students who 

quit school participated in were clubs which required no specified 

level of achievement and were generally considered less prestigious 

than th e other clubs. 



It was note d at th e bottom of Table VII that only 28 percent of 

the dropouts participated in extra-curricular activities as compared 

to 4 0 p e rc ent of the stud ents who stayed in school. 

TABLE VU 

NON ATHLETIC EXTRA-CURRICU LAR ACTIVITY 

Or gani zations and Clubs 

Beta Club 

Stu d ent Counc il 

Futu r e Farme rs of A me r i ca 

N o. Who Partic ipat ed 
and Stayed in School 

23 

7 

45 

Futur e Homem akers of Ame ri ca 48 

Lib ra ry Club 28 

Sci nee Club 42 

Ba nd 40 

P ep Clu b 70 

Dropouts 

0 

0 

3 

4 

1 

0 

0 

7 
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t . . ted rn non a e . thl tic extra - cur r icula r Seven out o f th e 24 dropouts par 1c1pah d d twenty out of 299 students 
activity fo r a p e r cen a ge · . thletic xtra - curric r t of 28 One un r . ula 
who staye d in s c hoo par 1 1 t ·c ipated in non a 
ac tiv ity fo r a p e rc enta ge of 4 0 · 
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ln Table's VIII a nd IX th I Q s c or es of 11 t d . • • a s u e nt s , gir l s and 

boys respective ly , w r e av e r a ged a nd the m edia n s c or e take n. The 

dro pouts' s c or e s w e r e liste d and subtract e d from t heir cla ss a ve r a ge 

to de t e rmine the diffe r e nce . The dropout s w e r e ref err ed t o b y l ett ers . 

The dropouts a ll sc or e d b e l ow the cla ss a verage except fo r one girl 

in t he sophomor e class and on e b oy i n the junior class. A plu s was 

u s ed t o ind ica t e the scar e s of the dropouts which we r e high er than 

the a ve rage s c or e s for the stud e nts who staye d. The average for the 

ent i r e stu d e nt body w as 99 . 2. Only t w o dropouts exceeded this. The 

lowe st sc or e s appe ared i n the fre shmen and sophom or e boys' groups 

and i n the fr e shme n and junior girls' groups. 



Class 

Fr esh1nan 

Sophomo r e 

Jun i o r 

Senior 

Class 

F r eshm an Girls 
D ropou t A 

Sophomor e Girls 
D ropout A 
Dropout B 
Dropout C 
D ropout D 

D ropout E 

J un ior Girls 

Dropout A 
D ropou t B 

Seni or Girls 

D r opout A 
D ropout B 

"· 

TA BL E VIII 

GIRLS 

I . Q. SC ORES 
' A VERAGES AND MEDIAN 

Class Nu mbe r 
A v e r a ge I. Q. 

Media n 
I. Q. 

4 2 

57 

33 

22 

97. 5 

l 00. l 

l 02. 5 

92. 8 

DROPOUTS 

I. Q. 

65 

10 5 
97 
93 
89 
83 

88 
60 

87 
8 5 

97 

97 

100 

96 

Difference From 
Class Average 

~'* + 4.9 
- 3. l 
- 7. l 
-11. 1 
-17. 1 

-14. 5 
-42. 5 

- 5. 8 
- 7. 8 

,_ ::_'A m inus indi cates that t he dropou t 's s c or e is below his class a verage. 

-,-,,A plus indi cates that th e dr op out 's s c ore i s above his class a v erage. 
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Class 

Freshman 

Sophomo r e 

Junior 

Senior 

Class 

Fr e shman 
Dropout A 
Dropout B 

Dropout C 
Dropout D 
Dropout E 

Sophomore 
Dropout A 
Dropout B 
Dropout C 

Dropout D 

J u nior 

Dropout A 
Dropout B 
Dropout C 

Dropou t D 

Seni o r 

Dr opout A 
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TABLE IX 

B O YS 

I. Q . SC ORES , AV E RAGES AND MEDIAN 

Class 
Numbe r Average I. 

37 97.5 

29 99 

29 101 

30 96.3 

DROPOUTS 

I. Q. 

93 
87 

86 
80 
65 

95 
86 
80 
62 

104 
83 
82 
80 

82 

Q. 
M edian 
I. Q. 

97 

95 

107 

99 

Difference From 
Class Average 

* - 4. 5 
-10. 5 
-11. 5 

-17. 5 
-32. 5 

- 4 
-13 
-19 
-37 

~:,* 
+ 3 
-18 
-19 
-21 

-14.3 

✓, .,,A . mmus i ndicat es that the dropout's score is below his class average. 

~'~'A plus indicates that the dropout's score is above his class average. 
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Table X contained a 1· t f th 
is o e dropouts wit h th eir reason for 

withdrawing from school. The dropout s in this tab l e were referred 

t o as l e tt e rs . The reason t hat ea ch s tud ent withdr ew wa s given in 

the second c olumn. S ome of the r easons may have be en only partially 

valid . All of the dr opouts except t w o we r e having s ever e grad e 

problems . Other stu d ents who were having known family problems 

would n ot adm it this as the reason for their withdrawal. The upper­

class girls w ho dropp e d out of school gave marriage as their excuse. 

Howeve r, each of th e girls who got married were having trouble 

pas sin g in some subjects. The boys who dropped out of school with 

the excuse that the y were working were also failing practically all 

subjects. Thes e boys showed little interest in school and were 

gen e rally r e garded as trouble makers. The information on Table X 

came from the principal, teachers, and students of Houston County 

High School. 



Class 

F res hm an Girls 
Dropout A 

Fr e shman Boys 
Dropout A 
Dropout B 
Dropout C 
Dropout D 
Dropout E 

Sophomor e Girls 
Dropout A 
Dropout B 
Dropout C 
Dropout D 
Dropout E 

Sophomor e Boys 
Dropout A 
Dropout B 
Dropout C 
Dropout D 

Junior Girls 
Dropout A 
Dropout B 

Junior Boys 
Dropout A 
Dropout B 
Dropout C 
Dropout D 

Senior Gi rls 
Dropout A 
Dr opout B 

Senior Boys 

Dr opout A 

TABLE X 

R E ASON GIVEN FOR WITHDRAW AL 

R e ason 

Low gr ade s 

Work 

Work and low grades 
Work 
Work 
Work 

Family problems 
Broken home 
Marriage 

Broken home and family problems 
Unknown 

Work 
Low grades 
Work 
Work and low grades 

Marriage 
Low grades 

Eye injury 
Low grades 

Work 
Work 

Marriage 
Marriage 

Low grades 
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CHAPTER ill 

CONCLUSION 

This study was c onducted to find 
reasons why some students 

quit school while othe rs c ontinued their education. 
The comparison 

mad e in this study illustrated the difference that • t d b 
exis e etween the 

dropouts and thos e who r emained in school. G 
enerally, the dropouts 

made lower grades than most of the other students. In most cases, 

the dropouts were failing one or more subjects and had a low overall 

avera ge . The grade averages were not the area in which th ere was 

the great est difference. The greatest diffe rence occurred in the 

participation in athletic extra-curricular activities. Only one student 

dropped out of school who participated in athletics. Only a very small 

proportion of the dropouts participated in extra-curricular activities. 

This could indicate that there was a great ne ed to get these potential 

dropouts inv olv ed in some school organization or activity. Partici­

pation in extra-curricular activ ities in the upper grades showed a 

d t and the students who remained gr eat e r disparity between th e ropou s 

in school than the grade average. 
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The average dai l y a tt en dance · d " 
in icated that . 

in most classes 

pot entia l dropouts mi ss e d mor e days f h 
o s c ool than the other students. 

This indicat ed that the stud ent did not consider attendanc . 
e important 

or that h e ha d little inte r e st in school. Th 
e attendance record of 

ea ch stud ent furnishe d a clue to his succ . 
ess in school. The fact 

that a stud ent w as absent many days from h 1 sc 00 was an indication that 

he may not have thought the education he was .. 
rece1v1ng was important 

enough for him to have continued in school. Th e student may have 

thought the education he was receiving would not have met his needs, 

both long term or short term needs. 

The I. Q. scores of students were valuable in this study because 

ther e was a definite trend indicated. The people who dropped out of 

s chool usually scored below the class average and many times scored 

the lowest in the ir c lass. Not any dropout scored v ery much abov e his 

class a v era ge ; only two scored that high. No person with a high I. Q. 

s cor e dropp ed out of school which would seem to indicate that people 

who s c or e low on I. Q. t e sts were the students most likely to drop out 

of s chool. 

All the fa c tors which were examined seem to indicate that drop-

attended 
school less, participated less 

out s ha v e mad e lower g rades, 

I Q tests than the student 
in s chool a c tiviti e s and scored lower on · · 

h Some 
of the factors analyzed were 

w O com plet e d t he year's study. 



·rn.portant than others, but one t h ing was 1 rnore 1 a ways true- -the 

ts who dropp ed out of sch ool we r e having trouble ma· t .. 
5tud en m ammg 

. a grad es in some of their cours e s. 
pas s1no 

This study w a s en j oyab l e as well as helpful to the writer 

Use it c onfir med some notions already held about dropouts. 
beca 

It a lso gave the w rite r some n ew ideas for dealing with potential 

Uts m ainly to make them become more involved in school dropo , 
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life . 
The w riter felt that some of these students would have continued 

their education i f they had felt that what they were learning was relevant 

and meaningful to them personally. 
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