Here Today, Gone Tomorrow

Grace Gerlach-Brown



Thesis Statement

Trees have a great deal of meaning in various cultures and contexts. My work with trees has stuck with me and I hope to utilize
the pieces I have created in the past in addition to current pieces to create a lasting impression upon the audience. The symbolism of
beauty, the personal meaning of trees to myself, and my aspirations will all be utilized to create new growth and opportunity while

giving an ode to the origin point of learning art and the "happy little trees" we grow to love along the way.



Thesis Proposal

Trees are the beginning point to a great many events. Be those events environmental or personal. Personally, trees
mean a great deal to me as I have worked with them at various times for the past six years here at Austin Peay. For this
show, I plan to bring all of that work together to showcase the enormous beauty and meaning behind the trees in a variety

of art forms that I have collected throughout my years here.



Artist Bio

Grace Gerlach-Brown is a multimedia artist. She was born in Portland, Maine in 1999 and currently
residing in Clarksville, Tennessee. She is going to earn her BFA in Studio Arts in the Spring of 2020. Her body
of work consists of painting, photography, sculpture and ceramics. Her work comes from feeling and is about

putting what cannot be put in words into a visual form of art for her with nature.
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Original Thesis Proposal

The ancient greeks are said to have had at least seven words for love and their different types but in today's world
these forms of love are often forgotten, lapsed, omitted, and even suppressed.This work is about the visual representation of
not just those forms of intimacy but of the moments where a decision must be made which represents a critical shift in the

relationships from the intimacy depicted, into something else.



Note:

There were no
highlights on
the
presentation
during that
happened after.

First Presentation

Grace Gerlach-Brown

Senior BFA student at Austin Peay State University

Statement of need

o Ina world that has become consumed with the digital world, the idea
of intimacy is more important now than ever.

e The ancient greeks are said to have had at least seven words for
love and their different types but in today's werld these forms of
love are often forgotten, lapsed, omitted, and even suppressed.

e This work is about the visual representation of not just those
types of love but of the moments where a decision must be
made which represents a critical shift in the relationships from
the love depicted, into something else.

Abstract

I plan to explore the interaction of sculpture and painting by combining
mediums and switching the traditional substrate for each. | want to create
sculptures that are set within their own environment and responding to the 2D
creation or vice versa. My presentation will then allow for interaction with the

audience so as to create a more intimate relationship.

Processes and Research

| will be depicting this representation by the use of mixed media.

o The sculptures will be of plaster, clay, metal structures, and
various other medias as the need arises. My 2D works will be
acrylic abstract pieces on stretched canvas, some of which will
have sculptural aspects.

I am looking to a work that was done by George

Twelve Human Situations and to my internship mentor Alan
LeQuire and the work he has done with the human body in
both plaster and clay material.

Sep. 20



First Presentation

George Segal
Twelve Human Situations

Artists of Reference

Sep. 20




First Presentation

Love Exhibition (Salt Lake City)

Sep. 20

Imprint of Rome

Past and In-Progress Works




Large scale ceramic work
that is still a work in
progress that has helped
with my understanding of
building large scale
works. Life-size.

Prototype Work in
Progress

First Presentation

End Goal(s)

Creating multi-visual
environments that
showcase relationships
and the pivotal moments
that define them.

Sep. 20



Second Presentation

Grace Gerlach -Brown Abstract

For my senior thesis work, | plan to explore the interaction of sculpture and

painting by combining mediums and switching the traditional substrate for each. |

want to create sculptures that are set within their own environment and responding to PFUDUSﬂ|

the 2D creation or vice versa.

NOV. 22



Second Presentation

«The ancient greeks are said to have had at least seven words for love and their
different types but in today’s world these forms of love are often forgatten,
lapsed, omitted, and even suppressed.
> This work is about the visual representation of not just those forms of erence AmS[S
intimacy but of the moments where a decision must be made which
represents a critical shift in the relationships from the intimacy depicted,

into something else.

NOV. 22

Picasso - Arm (1959) ? Elisabeth Frink - Homme Libellule |
5 ¥ (Dragonfly Man), 1963




Second Presentation

Jun Kaneko - Dango series X " 7 James Jean - Editor Day (2019)

NOV. 22

Other Research Being Considered

Color and the effects on the brain

| Origin of Color Systems. Art Edu




Lost in the Trees

Created by:
Grace
Gerlach-Brown

Artist Stalement

Dec. 5



What Have I Been Working On Research

Dec. 5




Dec. 5




Dec. 5




Work In Progress




Work In Progress

fl

J

/
O il

7
;-
| i:i,-;
e




Work In Progress




Work In Progress




Work In Progress




Final Show

Exhibitions

Latest

I; i
!‘ - giﬁ |

= 15! |
UNTITLED (FRIAPR 17 2020 1152)

UNTITLED (FRI APR 17 2020 11:14)

)
Loading... Here Today, Gone Tomorrow (Si

Here Today, Gone Tomorrow (Sun Apr 12 2020 3:58)



Final Show




Final Show




Final Show




Final Show




Final Show




Final Show

ra

i




Final Show

A & I3 =



Final Show

ra
La




Final Show




Final Show




Final Show




‘ el ‘ . .
s Professional Material
ey i g;‘. il

7 '5@ Y

e
b v Sl AT P
NS -/ 75"“ o " ’
I . o Lo s
N 048 3 L] )

. . ‘ ! : SRl

" -"" ’«'::' "'u 2 "' '.“-.

- “ Totew 2h 8

[/ \ A 11 SR ! :

Grace Gerlach-Brown
Studio Artist

@poppy_seed_05
https://gracegerlachbrown.wixsite.com/mysite-1
grace.gerlachbrown@gmail.com

Back

Front



Professional Material

; i PS Stud|0 home

https://gracegerlachbrown.
wixsite.com/mysite-1



https://gracegerlachbrown.wixsite.com/mysite-1
https://gracegerlachbrown.wixsite.com/mysite-1

Self Reflection

Self Reflection

In my thesis. I implemented my research by looking back to all the past works I had done
during my time at Austin Peay University and even further back. This is applied in history and
style of how trees have been portrayed in the final.

My ideas were expressed in a dream-like statement that allowed the creativity and
memory of my long-past childhood to reemerge. Willowy branches and ethereal blooms pierce
through the canvas to allow for purity and innocence to take center stage. With these pieces, I
noticed myself slipping more of myself into the brush strokes as I added to the canvas. Fond
memories and landscapes yet imagined leapt onto the page. encouraged by my allowing myself
to let loose.

The ways in which I displayed and considered the use of color was heavily based in the

landscapes that I saw within my mind with color theory taking the helm. My use of photography

to capture trees mid-bloom was accentuated by my remembrance of the Nashville Cherry

Blossom and the Boston cherry blossom blooms I had seen in which the skies became a fluffy
cloud of pink. The use of bright colors was also a contrast to the drab mood that many adults
seem to find themselves in when the reality of responsibility is in plain view. I decided that I
wanted to return to the era of carefree laughter and a time without heavy expectation, giving the
audience a sense of eased consciousness and a moment of respite to relax from their weary lives.

Throughout this process, [ have learned proper professional material creation skills as
well as valuable skills such as working with website development, learning proper printer

procedures for high-quality prints, as well as the maintenance and creation of a digital gallery.




Self Reflection

While I had hardships during this time, I found myself blessed to still have the capability to put
on a show in the trying times that COVID-19 had placed upon the realm of studio arts.

Before entering 4160, I had plenty of experience with building websites and designing
things such as business cards vet I had not had the opportunity to properly implement them as I
tend to have technical difficulties before I am able to properly do so. Having this class allowed
me to have a flexible time schedule that allowed me to have plenty of time to complete the
professional materials and have the implementation process looked over by a professional and
other individuals who were more tech savvy to assist me in case of computer errors like crashes
or wipes.

During my working on my thesis, I had many plans that came to mind with the inability
to alwavs have the plans come out exactly how I had envisioned them. As such, I leamed to
improvise with the materials that I had on hand and learned real-time adaptability to allow for
my showcase to bloom the way 1t did, regardless of situations such as online galleries or having

to redo pictures and representations of my pieces at times. In these times, I learned to better trust

myself and my process and to practice self advocacy when individuals want me to change from

my vision when I know it is still possible.




