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ABSTRACT 

The purpos e of this thesis is to examine the writing s of French 

women during th e per iod of the French Revolution in an attempt to 

determine the ir f ee lings and ac t ivities i n reg ard t o wome n 's r ights , 

politics, philos ophy , a nd s oc ie ty in ge n e ral. It is hoped that an 

examination of the l i t e rature of this p e riod will enable us to c ome 

to s ome c onclusions reg a rding the customs, traditions, and yearnings 

of the advanc e d w ome n of this period. 

In a society in a state of flux, such as the French society was at 

thi s time , nearly every t radition and concept was under philosophical 

examination. Not only was the "Ancient Regime" under criticism, 

but th e old habits and traditions as well. It is our purpose to see in 

what way s wom e n were d issatisfied not only with their own lot, but 

the stat e of soc i e ty ge n e rally. We ar e inte r e ste d in bringing to light 

what ever opinion s of F r ench women deviate d fr om the pre valent male 

v iew of tha t pe r iod . 
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PREFACE 

The principal qu es tion to be answered in this paper is, what 

influence did the women have on the French R evolution? Other 

questions to be answered are, was this influence political, s oc ial, 

or was there no influence at all? 

Effectively to answe r these questions we must look at the 

education of women , th e role of women in society, and that 

venerable old French institution, the salon. 

The women to be considered in this paper will be Madame 

Roland and Madame de Stael who are representative of the 

inte ll ec tual wome n; Charlotte de Corday and Madame de 

Lafayette, th e angels; Marie Antoinette, Countess de LaMotte, 

Countess Cagliostro, and Madame Tallien, representative of 

the indiscreet women of the period, and finally the common 

women of the per iod. Through a look at the lives of these 

wom e n, we will b e abl e to answer the previously mentioned 

questions. 

iii 
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Chapter I 

THE ROLE OF WOMEN IN SOCIETY 

The French women were a delightful group. They were humorous, 

clever, unprincipled, l oyal at times, and powerful. They were rulers 

of their house or salon. They were rulers of society and some held 

definite opinions concerning politics. 1 

There was a d efinit e cod e by which women were expected to 

live . They were to g ive the appearance of perfection and sincere 

polite n ess . The cod e a l so dictated that women should have a delicate 

touch in d e aling with p e ople's feelings; th ey also ne e ded the ability 

to p e rc e i ve what would cause offens e . Women we r e to avoid un-

n e c e ssary friction with others; they we re s uppos e d to learn how to 

praise withou t flatt e ry . Add e d to thi s was a distinctive speech, 

2 
mann e r, and wit. This was the way women were expected to act. 

Anoth e r fac e t of a woman's mak eup was h e r e ducation. Fe-

male children of wealthy families wer e e ducate d in convent schools. 

1Mar y E . Ponsonby, 11 The Rol e of Wome n in Society, 11 The 

Nineteenth C e ntury, 48 : 941- 54, Dec e mbe r, 1900 , p . 94 1. 

2 b . - 945 I 1d . , p . . 



T he pro g ram for young ladies b tw en th ag s of s v n nd t n w 

somewhat rigorous . T h e girls w r up a t s v no' lo k, in cl ss by 

eight at whi h tim th e y said catechism. Breakfast wa s serv d a t 

nine . Music lessons we r e g iven at 9 : 30 . Reading was from ten 

o'clock to e leven o'clock. Lunch was at one . After lunch was 

recreation . At thr ee the girls returned to class for writing and 

arithmetic . At four o'clock the girls were given dancing lessons 

and at six th e girls w e re to practice either the harp or the spinet. 

Suppe r was at seven and they had to be in bed by 9:30. 3 

As the girls became older their subjects were changed. They 

we re instructed in r e,i tation, history, botany, and natural history. 

In addition to their a cademic courses, they were trained in the run

ning of the household . They were shown how to fold towels and 

linens; how to set a table , how to ke e p household accounts, how 

to s ew and m e nd, how to cook, to clean, and how to serve the 

c ommunity in which they live d. 
4 

Thus the convent gave the women 

an ad e quat e e du ca tion . 

Those who we r e not quite so wealthy w e re e du c ated at home 

by th e ir moth e rs as was the case with Adrienne Lafayette. Those 

of th e poorer class had little if any e ducation at all. 

3rbid . , p . 95 0 . 

4 1bid ., p . 95 0 . 

2 
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Another aspec t of wom en's lif e was found in marriage . Mo s t 

marriages of Lhis p e r iod we r e for con ve nie nce only . Happin e ss in 

marriage was co n side r e d to be ridiculous or eve n plebian in nature. 

Al s o h appine ss in lo ve was supposedly unknown. It was not unusual 

in a marriage of this type for either the husband or the wife to take 

5 
a lov er. This was considered to be the typical type of marriage 

situation, but this was not always the case. One such case was the 

Lafayettes which will be discussed in a later chapter. 

A discussion of the role of women in the eighteenth century 

France would not be complete without a look at the salon. As the 

w ord salon suggests, it was a regular informal gathering of men 

and women of int e lligence and breeding. The gatherings were for 

the purpose of g ood conversation and entertainment. 6 

The wom a n who was in charg e of the salon selected her com-

pany very carefully. She selected her group much like a conductor 

selects his orche stra. No single person ove rshadowed any other 

p e rson. Each p e rson was considered an artist in his own way. 
7 

The wome n of th e se s alons had the ability to converse well and lead 

o the r s in g ood c onve rs ation. The men in the salons found compan-

51bid . , p . 95 3. 

6 Am e lia G e r e Mason, "The Wome n of the French Salons, 11 

C e n tury Maga7,in e , 40 (ns 18): 356- 67, e t c . , May-October, 189 0, 

p . 360 . 

7 Ibid. , p . 358 . 



ions and a d v i se r s in the s e women . They sought the criticism and 

p a tr on age of th e s e women. Thi s establi sh e d b e tween th em a n 

inlclk c tua] comradeship . This inte llec tuali zing b e tween the two 

sexes probably aided the cleverness of the Frenchwomen, and 

promoted their role in politics and society. 8 

The salons had one distinctive characteristic, and that was 

that they we r e the rallying points for the most famous women and 

men of the time. It was here that new plays and poems were 

appro ve d or disapproved of; ministers were appointed or removed; 

4 

authors and artists were brought to life; positions in the "Academie 

Francaise" were given here, and new philosophies were discussed. 9 

The salons were a motivating force in causing the French 

Revolution. The part which they played was that they acted much 

like the modern day newspaper exc ept they added a more personal 

touch. From th e salon they directed the intelligence of the age 

h h f . 1 t" 10 w ic in its e l was s timu a 1ng. 

In the n ext ch apter two famous women of the salon will be 

discussed , Madame R oland and Madame de Stael. Through a look 

at th eir lives we w ill be able to see th e ir views on politics and 

soc iety. 

81bid . , p . 36 0. 

9rhid. , p . 59 7. 

lOibid., p . 891. 



Chapter II 

THE INTELLECTUALS 

Madame Roland's early interests in politics reflected how they 

would affect her husband's interests, and it was to this end that she 

always worked. She began her first salon in Paris in 1791. The 

members of her salon met at her residence four evenings a week. l l 

P e tion, Buzot, the rebels of 1793, together with Madame's several 

fri ends and love rs, Bose, Lanthenas, and Bancal formed the nucleus 

of her first salon. 
12 

Other members involved in the early party were 

Guadet, Gensonne, Ducos, Grangeneune, Vergniaud, and Brissot. 
13 

The political as pirations of this group were republican in nature, but 

th ey were not ready to overthrow the throne. It was to this that Manon 

as h er friends calle d h er, added her energy to help them pursue their 

14 
plans. 

11 J. Mills Whitham, Men and Women of the French Revolution 
(New York: Books for Libraries Press, Inc., 1933), p. 127. 

12Ibid., pp. 129- 130. 

1 3 Louis Made lin, Figures of the R evolution (New York: Books for 

Libr a ri e s Pr e ss , Inc., 1968), p . 136. 

14Ibid. , p . 14-L 



Th e fir s t of the i r plans w as to m ake the ms e lves known in the 

Asse m bly . O ne way th e y felt that they could make their pr esence known 

was to d e clare war. The Girondins felt that if war was declared against 

all tyrants that the whole country would rally to the defense of France, 

and a successful war would bring about many new converts to the Revolu-

tion. They also felt that the war would reveal the King's true feelings 

about the Rev olution. The Girondins also felt that the war would keep 

the as_signats from depreciating and keep the cost of living down, 15 It 

was hoped that after th is war Louis XVI would accept the ministry from 

the Ass embly . 

Finally Louis XVI was ready to accept the ministry from the 

Ass e mbly. The task of reforming the government was entrusted to the 

6 

Girondins. It was int e nd e d that positions go to p e ople with varying shades 

of opinions such as Robespie rre and Danton. It was then decided that 

positions would go only to those that fav ored Girondin policy. Posts 

we r e given to Dumouriez as Minister of Foreign Affairs, Claviere, 

Bris sot 's brothe r-in -law, Minister of Finance, and Ruranton, Vergniaud' s 

f . . . f J t ' 1 6 r1end, M1n1ster o us i ce . 

It was the duty of Dumouriez to find a Minister of Interior. A 

Mme. Dodun had a plac e at five Place Vendome. It was here at her 

15Louis R . Gottschalk, The Era of th e Fr e nch R evolution (1715-

18 15) (M a ssa c hus e tts : Houghton-Mifflin Company, 1929) , p. 198 

1 6M a d e lin, pp. 146-147. 



sa lon Lhat politic i ans w ou ld gathe r fo r lunch . R ol and h a d be e n invi ted to 

a ltc nd th ese lunch e on s, but h e rar e ly came . It was he r e that Roland's 

nam e was s ugge ste d to be na m e d as Minister of Interior. Brissot 

approve d the id e a at Madame Roland's suggestion. On March 21, 1792 

h e was g iven the post. On March 22, 1792 he accepted and took the 

oath. 17 R oland f e lt that h e had gained this job on his own merit, but in 

r e al ity these men we r e entrusting the occupation to his wife. Roland 

was his wif e 's puppet. 

After his appointment to the ministry, he and his wife moved to 

th e fashionabl e Hotel de l'Interieur. She became responsible for all of 

7 

Roland's official writings, edicts, reports, and decrees; she also dictated 

his speeches, fashioning his and the Girondin policy. 18 One example of 

this could be seen in advice given by her to Bose for use in the Assembly. 

She felt that the membe rs ' responsibilities should be clear. She told 

him that a national guard should be organized. She also warned that our 

m on ey wa s be ing sp ent by princes and fugitives to buy guns to enslave 

th e p e ople . The s e we r e the statements h e used in the Assembly. 19 

Anothe r exam pl e of Mme . Roland's influen ce in the Convention was 

throu gh Buzot. H e took h e r ide as of fed e ralizing France. "His voice 

l 7Made line C leme nc eau-Jacquemair e , The Life of Madame Roland 

(New Yo r k : L on gm ans , G re en, and Co., 193 0), pp. 170-171. 

l 8Whitham, p . 133 . 

1 9cl e m e nc e au- J acquemaire , PP· 132-1 33 . 
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in th e' conv e ntion was h e rs , his admonition of Paris hers, his angers, 

antipath ies, a nd political enmities h e r s , his plan of wa r on the Montagnards, 

hers . 112 0 

Th e r e ports that Mme. Roland inve stigated for her husband were 

numerous. She "examined provisions and supplies, the hospitals and 

th e foundling homes; the roads, the bridges and causeways, the charitable 

workshops, agriculture, manufactures, arts, commerce, the public mind, 

and ende d with e loquent patriotic exhortations. 1121 From the examples 

given in the last two paragraphs, it can be shown that Mme. Roland had 

much influ enc e on the Girondins and her husband. 

At once she took up residence in the office of the Minister of Interior. 

Whe n v isitors would call at the office Mme. Roland would remain. Roland 

would always respond that she was well aware of the affairs of the mini

stry. She was more at home here than Roland. She presided over the 

forma l meetings of th e ministry with the aid of deputies. She dismissed 

from office person s having anti-revolutionary sentiments and appointed 

friends that were l oya l. She also inspir e d the semi-official press 

through Lou vet' s writings . 22 Lou vet was introduced to Mme. Roland 

by Lanth enas, a member of the Gironde. She asked him to publish a 

propaganda newspaper a gainst Robespierre and in support of the admini

stration and the constitution. The paper was c all e d La Sentinelle. Pub-

2 0Wh itham, p . 138 . 

2 1c1e m e nceau-Jacquemaire, P· 183 . 

22 M a de lin, pp . 148-149 . 



lication began May 16, 1792. The pape r was financ ed through the 

M iniste r of the Inte rior for a cost of 500 francs. 23 Again sh e had 

fo11nrl anoth f'r out ld to e xpress her politi ca l vi ews. 

As any politician does, she made enemies. The Girondin Party 

began to split. The King, watching the events closely, dismissed the 

Rolandist ministers (June 10, 1792). The salon became the enter of 

re volutionary activ ities- -the goal was to get the Girondins back into 

power. 24 

9 

The plan to regain control of the Assembly was organized by Danton 

and the Gironde. The pla n involved the attack on the Tuilerie s and the 

flight of th e royal family to the safety of the legislative assembly 

chambe rs. It was Manon that inspired Lanthenas' mov ements in the 

suburbs of Paris. Sh e als o encouraged enthusiasm in the Marseilles 

troops of Barbaroux, eve n though she said that she had no knowledge 

of the riots which led to the ove rthrow of the King. 25 

Afte r the bloodshe d had subsided, it was Petion who asked that 

the King b e d e pos e d. Th e royal family was imprisoned in the Temple 

Towe r. 26 It was Isnard who aske d the Ass e mbly to return the mini-

sters Serv an, Clav i e r e , a nd Roland to the ir posts. The ministers 

we r e r e instated, and Danton became Minist e r of Justice. 
27 

She now 

2 3cle menceau - Jacquemaire, pp. 182 -1 83 . 

24Madelin, pp. 149 -150. 

25clemenc eau-Jacquemair e , p. 203 . 

261bid., p . 20-L 

271bid., p . 205. 
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thought she wa s g oing to rule again, but the idea was to be short lived. 

Afte r much d e ba t e it was agreed that the King should be tried for 

tre a son. Th e trial began on December 11, 1792. Members of the 

Girondins w e r e divide d on what to do with the King; the Jacobins favored 

th e d ea th of the King because it would mean death to the counter

r evolutionary e lements in France. The trial finally came to a head on 

J anuary 18, 1793. The Girondins voted for life imprisonment but were 

outvoted by a small majority who favored the death penalty. 28 Roland 

and his wife only wanted the King to be overthrown so that a republic 

could established. Roland stated that anyone in his office who voted for 

the King I s death would be remov ed. In an attempt to save the King, 

Buzot, echoing Manon• s thoughts, asked that the death of Louis XVI 

b e ratified by the p eople . The resolution failed and on January 21, 

17 93 Louis XVI was execu ted. 29 The following day h e receive d a 

l ette r from his wife confessing her love for Buzot. This was also the 

same day h e r es i gned hi s post. 3o 

As a r e sult of th e death of Louis, th e Giron din power began to 

decline . As a result of the new government, various committees were 

28Gott s chalk, pp. 2 20-221. 

29cle m e n ceau-Jacquemaire, pp. 24 7- 248 . 

3olbid., p. 249 . 
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set up to control the French populace a s we ll a s the people· in th e 

government. On e of th e se w as the Commi tte.e of Public Safety which 

a rr e sted the Girondins as conspirators . Twenty-five were arrested 

(May , 1793 ). Twe n ty - two we_re guillotined, among those, Mme. Roland 

31 
whose d e ath will be dis cuss e d more fully in a later chapter. 

Although Mme . Roland's political interlude lasted only thirty-

two m on th s and e ighte en days, it brought her peace and an outlet for 

f . h . d . 32 . ree1n g er own 1 e ntity as a woman. In essence 1t was Manon who 

was the powe r b ehind the Girondins, and it was her salon that wielded 

conside rable political influence. 

Anoth e r woman who had considerable political influence was 

Madame d e Stae l. Mme . d e Stael's "main political goad was a bicam-

e r al con s titution , a r e pre sentative gove rnment based on property 

qualifications and a guarantee of civil lib e rtie s. 113 3 

T he memb ers of Ge rmaine's (Mme . d e Stael) salon were Brissot 

and Con dorc e t on th e l e f t is t extr em e and Barnav e, Lameth, and Malouet 

on the othe r e nd , and he r ow n spe cial group, Talleyrand, Narbonne, 

and Montmor e n cy. Another m embe r of h e r salon was Sieyes who col-

. . 34 
l a borate d wi th L a fa ye tte on the Constitution. 

3 1cotts chalk, pp . 244- 245. 

32c1e m e n ceau- J acquemaire, P• 135 . 

33J . Christopher He r old , Mistr e ss to an Ag e (Ne w York, Bobbs

Merrill Company, Inc., 19 58 ), pp. 9 9 -100. 

34rbid., pp. 105- 10 6. 
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Her s alon wa s a l so a center fo r p olitical intrigues . Th e se 

int r igues w e re suc ce ssful at the time the y wer e instigated, but had no 

l a sting effec t. H e r firs t plan was to gain the nomination for Narbonne 

as Ministe r of War. 35 

At this tim e there we re two political parties to contend with, the 

Gi ron dins a nd the Faye ttists. It was Germaine I s idea to unite the two 

p a r tie s behind Narbonne. There were several reasons for wanting the 

R evo lu tion. 11 Brissot and the Girondins wanted the War to consolidate 

and ext end the Re volution . The Queen wanted war which would cause 

h e r to b e save d by h e r brother, Emperor Leopold, from the Revolution. 

Lafaye tte and the othe r " Americans, 11 Rochambeau, Gustine, Luckner, 

the Lame ths-- w ante d war to acquire mor e glory, to restore military 

disc ipline, and to s tr e n gthen the Constitution against the extremists 

of e ith e r side . Mme . d e Stael wanted war fo r th e same reasons, and 

to offer N arbonn e th e opp ortunity to play the role s of the e lder and the 

younger Pitt com bined . The emigres in the meantime were inciting the 

d . h R 1 t· 113 6 
re luctant princes of E u rope to crusa e a gainst t e e v o u 10n. 

At fir st the royal family w as opposed to the nomination of 

N arbonn e a s Mini ste r of War. Had it not been for the influence of 

Barna ve h e w ould not h a ve r e c e i v ed the nomination. With his help 
' 

· h " t Barnave c onvinced Marie Du P ortail wa s forc ed to r e sign 1s po s • 

351b· d 10 6 1 • , p. 

36rbid . , p . 108 . 
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An toinette th a t N arbonne was the monar ch's la st chance of salvation. On 

Decembe r 6, 1791 Narbonne wa s installed as Minister of War. 37 T hi s 

was a glor ious moment fo r Ge rmaine. 

Anoth e r p l an of Germaine 's was to make Narbonne prime minister. 

G e rmaine and N a r b onne a t t empted various maneuvers to gain him the 

position of pr ime mini s t e r. This could not be done so they tried for a 

foreign minister. H e trie d to ge t the Minister of Marine post away from 

Betr and de Molleville. On March 3, 1792, he said that he or Molleville 

m u st r es ign. M olleville d id not resign. Narbonne and Germaine played 

the i r tr ump card. Lafaye tte, Rochambeau, and Luckner were persuaded 

to d raft id e n tical lette rs saying that if Narbonne resigned, they would 

r esig n fr om the ir c ommands. The contents of these letters had been 

wr itten by Germaine . The l e tters were then published in the 11 J ournal de 

Paris" on Mar ch 9, 1792. Louis XVI was forced to act. Monsieur de 

Gr a ve was appointe d to he ad the De partment of War. 38 

As a r es u lt of Narbonn e's dismissal, th e l e ade rs of the Gironde 

and the Fayettists c ame toge the r at Mme . de Stae l 's salon to call for a 

council of war. Th e brunt of th e attack wa s a im e d a t the for eign minister, 

de Lessart. Brissot led the attack agai ;:_st h im. De L es sart was a c cused 

The Ass em bly voted fo r hi s arr e st. The rest of the of high treason. 

37 rbid., p. 10 8 . 

38 rbid., pp. 110-111. 
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cabinet re signed. Even after all of this grandstanding, Narbonne was not 

reappointe d. 39 

Because of her many political e scapades, Mme. de Stael was forced 

to leave Paris seve ral times. One such time she trav elled to England in 

17 93 to join Narbonne. It was here that they had their falling out. He 

blamed her for guiding him into a political cause against the King. He 

felt that h e should have died with the King. 4 o 

Afte r l e aving England, Germaine r e turned to Paris and planned to 

reenter politics. Her plan was to join the moderate right and left to 

establish the R epublic. The second part of her plan was to bring peace 

between revolutionary France and the European Coalition. To open this 

campaign, she wrote a pamphlet called the 11 Reflection on Peace, Ad

dr e ssed to Mr. Pitt and the French. ii4l Her pamphlet pointed out that 

no matter how divid ed Franc e was she was determined to resist any 

outside invasions. Sh e a lso said if France fell Europe would fall. The 

r emainder of the pamphlet was dev oted to a protes t against the severe 

policies of th e allie s against France. In conclusion her pamphlet wanted 

bygone s to be bygones . Peace was the ans we r. She felt that through 

p e ace, rev olution in the lower class would be united on the basis of 

39Ibid., p. 111. 

40
Ibid., p. 111. 

4 1 
154. Ibid., p. 
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private ownership and so c ial order would be restored. 42 Again Ge rmaine 

demonstrat e d h e r ability to p e r ce i ve political ide a s . 

Probably one of the mor e important of political involvements that 

Mme. de Stae l was associated with was the Constitution of 1795. The 

Constitution w as in a g r eem ent with her wishes. It had been constructed 

in the convention and in Germaine's salon. " It provided for a five man 

direc torate, a cabin e t, a bicameral legislatur e, and a suffrage limited 

to the rich. 11 43 

The part of the Constitution which worried the group most was the 

holding of elec tions when there was sure to be a royalist majority. To 

make sure this did not happen they wanted two-thirds of the deputies of 

the new l egislature to b e e lected from the outgoing Convention. Of this 

Mme . de Stae l did not approve. She wanted to see people of her own 

camp electe d. She was eve n attacked in th e Conv ention beca use of her 

fr i e ndships w ith forme r noblemen. At th e s ugge stion of the Committee 

· 44 Th " '' t th · d 11 of Public Safety , she was aske d to leave Pans. 1s wo- ir s 

decree was r e sponsibl e fo r the Vendemiair e uprising (October 4, 1795), 

P 
. 45 

Again Germaine was aske d to l e ave ans. 

Even w ith th e "two-thirds " decr ee, a royalist m ajority was 

elected in both houses . To counteract the royalist Club de Clichy, 

42Ibid., p . 158 . 

43 rbid . , p . 162 . 

4 4 Ibid. , pp. 162-1 63 . 

45 
1 64 . Ibid., p . 



Benjamin Constant, Germaine ' s love r, organi zed th e Club de Solm, a nd 

she became the hostess for its leaders. While involved with this club 

she succ ee de d in ge tting h e r old friend Talleyrand elected to the office 

of for e ign affairs. 46 

16 

Mme . d e Stae l maintained her salon ev en after Napoleon's coup 

d' e tat in 1799 . This salon was feared by Napoleon because her members 

were taken not from his enemies, but from his ministers, officials, 

general s, and his family. It was at her salon that they learned to be 

d i srespec tful of their ma s t e r, they no long e r believed in the fear that 

h i s powe r r e ste d on, and the y l e arne d ideas to undermine his discipline. 

At h i s eve r y atte mpt to stop her, his ministers, brothers, etc. would 

in te r ve n e on her b ehalf. Napoleon felt that to allow her to be the public 

cons cien ce w as danger ou s . From this t im e on, Napol e on became 

obsessed wh e r ever G e rmaine was conce rne d. 4 7 

N a po l eon 's obsession with Mme . de Stael c an b e se en through 

var ious mee tings they had. At one meeting Ge rmaine presented Napoleon 

with a laure l branch . Sh e hope d for some thing fo rmidable in return. She 

asked, "Wh o i s th e woman you r e spect m o st? 11 N apoleon replied, 
11

The 

one who run s h e r hous e be st. 11 She th en a sked him who he thought would 

b e the gre ates t w oman? H e r e torted, 11 T h e one wh o had the most 

46Ibid . , pp. 17 6 -1 77 . 

47 rbid., pp . 2 18 - 2 19 . 
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children, Madame . 1148 

At anoth e r time Napoleon and Ger maine m e t at the house of General 

Be rthie r. At this me e ting Napoleon remarked rather brusque ly, 11 No 

doubt you have nur sed your children yours e lf. 11 Mme. de Stael was 

p e trified. 
11

You see, 11 said the First Consul to his brother, 11 she doesn 1t 

even want to say y es or no. 11 49 

Even with the ir feelings of animosity, Mme. de Stael took eve ry 

opportunity to be near Napoleon. She wanted him at her side; she wanted 

to influence his plans, hi s actions, in short she wanted to rule the state 

from her s alon. She als o wanted to show him how much power a woman 

could exercis e o ve r a man. 5o 

Having shown how N apoleon felt about Germaine, it might be 

ben eficial at this time to s how how Napoleon felt about women in ge neral. 

Napoleon like d women who were soft, gentl e , beautiful, and charming . 

He found none of th e s e qualities in Mme. d e Stae l. A ccording to 

Napo l e on, h e r femininity was squelched by her keen intelligence. Mme. 

d e Stae l' s p en, sal on , a nd h e r involvement s in politics repelled 

N apoleon . 51 Napoleon fe lt G ermaine was too much of a man ; she was 

48Vincent Cronin, N apole on Bonaparte, An Intimate Biography 
(New Yo rk: William Morrow and Company, Inc., 1972), P· 285 . 

49 Hero ld, p. 228 • 

50Gertrude Aretz, Napole on and his Wome n Friends (Philadelphia: 

J . P. Lippinc ott Company, 192 7), P· 321. 

51 
Ibid . , pp. 32 1- 32 2 . 



too libe rate d, e v en in h er fl irting . For h e r to play a part on the world's 

s lagc was pos itive ly indecent as a woman. 5 2 Th e write r feels that 

Napoleon
1 
s feel in gs c on u• rning women w e r e indicative of the views of 

most m e n in this time period, 

18 

Even w ith the ir intense dislike for each other, Napoleon said of her: 

"She w a s a woman of great talent and great genius; nor would it be fair to 

say that she was a bad woman, but she was a disturbing element and had 

much influe nce. 1153 

From the mate rial given, it can be seen how Mme. Roland's and 

Mme . de Stael's salons were effective political weapons. The men would 

gather at these women's homes and discuss the politics of the day. The 

wome n w ould listen, and e ach in her own way would guide these men to 

on e goal, and that was to e stablish a republic in France. 

W e ha ve shown how these two wome n expr es sed their political 

id eas. Now we will s ee how these women f e lt about their role in society. 

It would be be neficial at this time to reit e rate what society was like in 

e i ghteen c entury France. 

" R efin ement and politeness were the rule in the aristocratic 

soc i e ty that d eve lop e d the art of living a s a f ine art. 

tions were e s tabli s h e d, r e c ognized, and prac tic e d. 

52 rb id., p. 3 17. 

53
rbid . , p . 32 7, 

Rules and conven-

The art of conver-



sa tion, of r epartee , and gallant speech characterized all the s ocial 

ga therings, whe r e the influence of beautiful women was prominent. 11 54 

French society of the e ighteenth century gave way to the indulgence of 

deep fe e ling. It was not unusual for fashionable men and women to weep 

op enly in public; they declar e d their love and friendship for each other. 

It was not unusual for ladies to entertain gentlem en in their bedrooms. 

It was not unusual for a man to keep a mis tress. Education for the 

we althier sons and daughte rs involved dancing and etiquette. Seduction 

was studied and practiced seriously. 55 Society was characterized by 

luxurious balls, the ladies wearing ornate gowns and striking head

dr esses. Fashion was part of society. 5 6 This introduction gives a 

brief summary of upper class society in eighteenth century France. 

As previously stated the salons wer e centers of conversation. 

Politics, lite rature, art, and current ev ents were discussed. It was 

through these outlets that both of these ladies functioned. During th e 

meetings of her salon, Mme. Roland would sew or write letters. Often 

sh e would clench h er lips to keep from interruptin g . She knew the 

Sex. 57 Duri·ng the m eetings, she never spoke, "proper" role of her 

but she r emembered everything and no one addresse d her until the 

54He l en B. Pos gat e , Madame de Stael (New Yo rk: Twayne P ub 

li she rs, Inc., 1968), p. 15 . 

S 5Gotts chalk, p. 54 . 

5 6 
Posgate , p. 1 7 . 

57 . y d h Love d He rself (New York: Alfred 
Ca the nne oung, !_A::_:L~a~y~w~0~::.::..~----

A. Knopf, 1930) , p. 256 . 

19 
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scssionwasove r . It ft h wa s a e r t e s e formal m ee tings that she put forth 

he r own ideas . 58 G e rmain e was just the opposite , she participated 

acl ively in he r m ee t ings . 

Mme . Roland had c e rtain feelings conc e rning the position of man. 

She beli ev e d in th e superiority of man. She felt that a man should be 

proud, fie rce, skillful, erudite, a master of women; yet without woman, 

man would not be virtuous, affectionate, generous, or happy; women had 

one duty--to influence the manners of men and to be constant in their 

hearts. 59 

Mme. de Stael's feelings on men and society can be summed up 

in eight basic points. 

1. Germaine is an extraordinary woman. 2. Society 
hates eve rything that is extraordinary, but while extra
ordinary men can impose themselve s on society, society 
is absolutely intolerant of extraordinary women. 3. Men 
are l e ss capable of love than women, be cause men always 
remain under the influence of society. 4. If a man loves 
an extraordinary woman, he enters into conflict with 
so c iety. 5. In this conflict, instead of sacrificing the 
d e mands of so c i e ty to his love, he will ask his belov ed 
to sacrific e h e r extraordinary qualities to the demands 
of s o c i e ty. 6 . The extraordinary woman, though ready 
to defy society, is unwilling and unable to sacrifice these 
qualitie s; after all, if the man loves h e r, he should love 
h e r for h e r qualities , not for being like any other woman. 
7. With the poison of society working in him th: man 
lo se s faith in the woman, misconstrue s the motives, 

58 c1e m e n ceau- J a c que maire, P· 137 . 

59 
Whitham, p. 150. 
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listens t~ insinuations , yields to public opinions, and 
kills th e ir lov e . 8 . Extraordinary women ar e fated 
to be unhappy . 60 

These id e a s c once rning w omen in society we re put into two novels, Delphine 

publishe d in D ecember of 1802 and Corinne. Delphine reiterates the fact 

that men have more freedom outside of their homelife. For women the 

only happiness is marriage and children. 61 The theme of Corinne was that 

of a highly int ellectual woman b eing abandoned by her 11 conventional 11 

62 husband. 

In the end her most unforgivable sins were her independence, defiance 

of public opinion, unqu enchable pursuit of happiness, and her feelings of 

superiority. In a woman these sins were unpardonable and could only be 

b . 1 . d 63 forgiven y excephona mm s. 

Through these two women we have seen the traditional role of the 

woman, a g ood wife and mother (Madame Roland), and the frustrations 

of a woman who knew her own mind (Madame de Stael). 

Thus far, we ha ve seen the role of wo m en in the traditional view 

and in the more libe rated v iew, and the final v iew would be to see how 

d th R 1 t· n Both of these two their sexual interaction affe cte e evo u 10 • 

60H e rold, p. 22 6 . 

6 1 Posgate, p. 9 5 . 

62
Ib id., p. 10 9 . 

63 
Herold , p . 69 . 



wome n had seve ral affairs ; Madame Roland I s affairs were mainly a 

nll'cting of int e llec tual minds , whe reas, Madame de Stae l's affair s were 

of the h e art. Thes e liaisons had one end--to get political leaders into 

positions of power so as t o carry out these women's political plans. 

F ore most among Mme. Roland 1 s lovers was Leonard Buzot. She 

wa s immediately attracte d to him. To her he was the incarnation of the 

Saint Preut in the 11 La Nouvelle Heloise. 11 She fell madly in love with 

him. She vowed at this time she would never betray her husband and 

r emain faithful to her duty. She was then to address her husband as 

11 my worthy friend. 1164 It was Buzot 1 s motion of October 23, 1792 that 

banished the emigr e s from France, and if they returned they died. 65 

. . h h . d 66 
Before h e r death 1t was Buzot 1 s picture t at s e carne . 

Germaine had a succession of love rs, none of whom brought her 

much happiness . Her first love r was Talleyrand . She first m e t him 

in the 17 8 0 1 s. She was attr acted to him because of his manner and his 

22 

conversati on. H e poss essed a sweetness and delicate charm which 

joined tog e the r feminine sensibility and a v irile inte lligence and strength 

whi ch appe ale d to G e rmaine. There was little passion in their r elation

ship . Of him she r e quir e d th e innermost qualities of his soul and the 

64M ade lin, p. 143 . 

65 c1e menceau - Jacquemaire, P· 23o. 

66 
Ibid . , p. 296 . 
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softness of his co nver sation whic h s eeme d t k h bl · h o m a e e r trou e s van1s • 

After losing him as a love r she depended h " f h · and started , on 1m or a pp1ne s s 
6 7 w· h, 

his car ee r . it n e r hdp , as previously stated , h e was mad e a fo r eign 

affairs minist e r. 

H e r next l ove r was Louis, Vicomte de Narbonne. At fir st he was not 

in tune with her lib e ral att itude s, but after meeting Ge rmaine he was willing 

to l e t h e r gu id e him for the nex t three years. When Germaine's husband 

heard of this liaison, he tried to forbid Narbonne to enter his house. 68 

It was Narbonne who fath e red Auguste. It has already been shown how 

Germaine helped to further his career. 

H e r next love was B e njamin Constant. She assisted Benjamin's 

political career by having him nominated as a candidate for the Tribunate. 

She persuaded Joseph Bonaparte to promote it. He was presented to 

Bonaparte by a politician, Charle s-Latour, anothe r friend of Germaine's 

B e njamin r e ceiv ed his nomination on De cember 24, 1799. He ga ve his 

first spe e ch in the Tribunate on January 5, 1800. It was a v iole nt attack 

against the government. It had b ee n drafted under Germaine's watchful 

eye . 69 

After Benja.min' s attack on the gov e rnme nt, Mme . de Stael received 

much pers ec ution . B enjamin's spe ech r ece ived r ev iews in many Fr e nch 

d th b nt of the attacks were aimed at Germaine, not new spape rs, an e r u 

67Herold, p. 93 . 

68lb id . , pp . 94 - 95 . 

69rbid., pp. 220 - 222. 
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B,, nja rn i n. O,w suc h atta c k was found 1·n th J b. J 1 e pro- ac o 1n paper, ourna 

de IT o rnm e s Lib r e . It stat e d, "It is not yo ur fault that you are ugly, but 

iL i s you r fau lt that you an! an intriguer.... You know the road to Switzer

lan d. • ,• Tak e your B e njamin with you. L et him try his talents in the 

Swiss Se nat e . " The royalist L'Ang e Gabrie l published, 11 She writes on 

m etaphy si c s, which she d oe s not understand, on moralit y , which she does 

not practice; on v irtues of her sex, which sh e lacks. 11 The journalist con

tinue d, 
11
Benjamin will be Consul, I'll give the Tr easury to papa ; my uncle 

will be Minister of Justic e and my husband will b e given a distant embassy. 

As for me, I shall have the supervision of everything, and of course I shall 

rule the Institute. 
11 70 

A gain these attacks showed the attitudes of men toward 

women who dared to get involved in affairs that were considered to be mainly 

men's concerns. 

Thi s chapt e r has g ive n an insight into Fr e nch society of the eighteenth 

ce ntur y and th e politics of this period. It has tri e d to show the role which 

Fr ench wome n wer e ex pe ct e d to fulfill . It has demonstrated that the French 

women had to e ndur e the same inequalities as women had to endure throughout 

the c enturies . Thes e wome n used their minds as well as their seductive 

powers to p e rsuade rne n to meet the ir s exual as w ell as their intellectual and 

political needs . 

?Oibid ., p . 221. 



CHAPTER III 

THE ANGELS 

The two women that will b e discussed in this s ection will be Charlotte 

de Corday and Adrie nne Lafayette . These two women are repr e sentative of 

wome n that w e r e good, noble , and loyal. Charlotte de Corday was repre

s entative of a w oman who wanted to rid Franc e of its diseased elements, 

and Mme . Laf a yette was r epr e sentative of the per fe ct wife a nd mother. 

Charlotte de Corday influe nced French polit ic s in her own uniq ue way. 

It was C h arlotte d e Corday who was d e stined to kill Jean Paul Marat. Marat 

began his c ar ee r as an eye spe cialist. Afte r the Bastille fell in 1789, Marat 

established a newspape r, " The Frie nd of the P eople . 11 In this paper he 

attacked Louis XVI a nd the Ass embly . Marat wa s el ected to the Paris 

Comm une and later to the National Conv ent ion. He was later responsible 

for t h e S ept embe r Ma s sacre s in which ove r a thou sand prisoners were killed 

71 
hy th e P aris mob . 

It was afte r t h e Se ptemb e r Massacr es that Charlotte followed the 

Cl osel y. 72 Fr om the n on she r ead 
a ctivitie s of the G ir ondin party more 

71 
1 

M t 11 New Standard Encyclop edia, (1 973), VIII, 130. 
" J ea n Pa u a ra , 

72 . T h A gel of the A s sass i nation (New York: Har-
Jos e ph She a ring , e n_ ) • 79. 

rison Smith and R ob e r t Haas , Inc . , 1935 • P 



26 

eve r ything th at p e rtain ed to the Girondins, She was ec static when Roland 

was m.adc miniS t e r. Sh e felt they were tru e R e publicans, and she desper

ate ly wante d to do this party a s e r v ice, 7 3 

O n Apri l 10, 179 3 Marat a ccu sed the Girondins of being traitors 

because they attempted to save the King by l ea ving it up to the people of 

France. 74 C harlott e was convinced that Marat was an atrocious monster 

who dared to ask for the blood of the Girondins, 75 It was now apparent that 

Marat had to b e d ealt with. She felt that she must die for France, and that 

she must kill Marat at the Conv e ntion. She fe lt that she must die in anonym

ity . She f elt that she was an a veng ing angel to free the land from a devil. 

With both their d eaths civil war would ceas e at once . 76 

Upon her arrival in Par i s, she found that Marat was ill and ke eping to 

his house. Her dr e am to b e killed in front of the Paris convention vanished 

77 
and the passion to kill Marat anywhere became apparent. 

She awok e on the morning of July 13, 1793 a t six o'clock in the morn-

ing . She walked to a cutl e ry shop and purchased a kitch en knife with a six 

78 inch blad e and a black handle for two francs . She proceeded to Marat's 

house and arrive d at approximately nine o'clock that same morning. Upon 

7 3Ibid., p. 88 . 

7 4Ibid. , p. 11 5. 

7 5Ibid., p. 14 6 . 

7 6Whitham, p. 166 . 

77 
Ibid . , p. 171. 

78Sh earing , p. 194. 



27 

arriving, sh e was d e ni e d a dm ittance . Ups et she r e t ur ne d to her hote l. He r 

next plan of atta c k was t o write a l ett e r t o Marat. In hoping to s ee h im, she 

Playt~d on his van ity . She ho pe d h e r l ett ld f · er wou arr ive b e or e he r a ppoint-

. 79 s m ent tha t e ve n.mg . he r e t urned to Marat's b etwee n s eve n and e ight that 

evening . A gain the wome n of the household refus e d to allow her in but when 

Marat h eard her v oic e she was granted admittance . She conversed with him 

as he sat in hi s t ub; s he dr ew o ut h e r knife , and sh e stabbed him through the 

r ibs, hea rt, and l ung . 80 

It has b e en state d that Charlotte visited Marat while he was in his bath 

tub. His body was infeste d with diseased boils, and he took nightly soaks to 

ea se the pain. Seeing Marat in this condition, probably made it easier to 

kill h im . By killing the bo il infe ste d body of Marat, she felt that she was 

getting rid of ''boils 11 that infe sted France. 

Th e s e cond woman to b e discussed in this chapt e r is the wife of Lafayette, 

Ad r ie nne Lafayett e . She i s r e presentative of the faithful and v irtuous wife. 

Lafayett e was away from h ome for months, somet ime s y ears at a time . It 

was d ur ing t h e s e long abs enc e s, she had time to ass e ss her marriage. She 

She knew h i s car e e r would always come fir st, 
knew Lafay ett e was a m bitio us. 

a nd that s h e would do anything to help him. 
81 

· f h ' t · Lafayette had affairs with other women. L ike m any m e n o 1s 1me, 

His first m i st r e ss was A glae de Hunolst e in. H er h usband found out her 

indi scr e t ion and d isowne d he r. On Mar ch 2 7 , 1783 L a fayette wrot e a 

79w hitha m , p. 17 3. 

80Ibid., PP · 174 -1 76 . 

8 1 W . ht M adame d e Lafay et t e (New York: Henr y H olt 
C on s t a nce rig , 

a nd Compa ny, 19 59 ) , p. 17. 



l..O 

letter l o Aglae e nd ing th e ir relationship. A glae att empt ed to r econcile with 

l1er husband but fail ed. She th t t 
en wen o a convent . Even with h i s involve-

ment with 0ther wome n, Lafayette could always count on Adrienne being 

82 the r e . 

She assisted Lafayett e in any way sh e could. His charitable projects 

were put unde r Adrie nne I s management because he found that she had a good 

head for business. Othe r proj ec ts that she looked after were his antislavery 

movement, th e v isiting of th e prisons, and prison reform. 83 

Afte r Lafayette r esigned his post as commander of the National Guard, 

he r e turned to his boyhood home of Chavaniac in Auvergne. Here Adrienne 

tho ught at last Lafayett e would be hers alone. 84 This belief was short lived 

because Lafaye tte was recall ed to command an army unit. He left before 

the Christmas of 1791. 85 

While in command h e suff e red serious setbacks, and he was forced to 

fl ee to Austria where h e was put in prision. Shortly after this Adrienne was 

imprisoned in Ple ssis. She would probably have been gu illotined had it not 

been for th e efforts of GOL1ve neur Morris. He pointed out that relations 

would b e strained b etw ee n France and the United States if any harm came 

to Mme . Lafayett e . 86 She was transferred to the R ue des Amandiers and 

the n to th e R ue Notr e -Dame -de s-Champs. Sh e was released on January 21, 

87 
1795 by the aid of James Monroe. 

82Ib id., PP• 22-2 4 . 

8 3Ibid. , PP • 27 -2 8 . 

84Ib id., p. 44. 

85Ibid . , p. 54. 

L
·f f th e Marquise de LaFayette (New York: 

86Andr e Maurois, The 1 e O 
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After bei ng r e l eas e d fro · • 

m pri s on , Adrie nne was d etermined t o join 

Lafaye tt e in th e Olmut z p rison. Sh b 
e em ar ked for Hamb ur g on Septemb e r 5, 

1795 . Sh e ke pt t r a c k of a ll h e r ex pe nses. Sh 1 f 
e e t France with 1920 livr es . 

Hors e s , inns, and t oll s a mo unt e d to 252 livr e s, 
carriage repair and other 

ex pe ns e s c a m e t o ab o ut 100 per day totalling 1066 livres. She arrived in 

Vienna with a b alanc e of 8 54 liv r e s. 88 Adrie nne and her daughters reached 

Olmut z on Oc tob e r 15, 1795. 

Lif e at Olmutz was not easy for them. A typical day began with break

fast at 8 o 'cloc k. Adrie nne and he r daughters would remain in their cell 

until noon. The whole fam ily would m eet for lunch. Supper was at 8 o'clock 

a nd the childr e n w e r e r e turne d to their cell. A doctor was brought in when 

ne ce ssary . 89 

While incar cerate d ther e s everal pe ople tried to get the Lafayettes 

fr eed. Among the s e w e r e Gouve rneur Morris and Mme. de Stael. Mme. 

de Stae l enliste d the aid of G ene ral Pichegr u t o ga in Lafayette's r e lease 

but t o no a vail b e caus e h e was intriguing fo r L ouis XVIII. She the n persuaded 

Barras t o c onv in ce the m embe rs of the Di r e ctor y . The Directory was con

vince d and the negotiations w e r e put into Bonaparte' s hands. Talleyrand and 

Be njamin Constant a ccept e d the c onditions for Lafayette's release. Lafayette 

f t 1 t · onths 90 Lafayette was re-was to s tay a way from France or a eas s ix m • 

l ea s e d on Se pt ember 19 , 17 9 7 from Olmutz, in c onformity with a provision 

881bid. , p . 8 1. 

89rbid ., pp. 28 6 -2 87 . 

90l b id., p p. 304 - 305 . 
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of th e Treaty of Camp Formio between France and Austria of the same year. 

After Adrie nne 1 s d eath , December 24, 1807, L afayette r eturned to 

he r bedroom and communed with her each Christmas Eve. Every morning 

he would take Adrienne 1s L ocket and look at the inscription, I AM YOURS 

ALONE, for a few moments. 91 

Mme. de Lafayette was truly a marvelous wife. She put up with his 

mistresses, his d ebts, and his politics. She basked in his glory ; joined him 

in jail; att empte d to save his fortune; but yet she waited until her dying day 

to tell of he r great passion for him. 92 

9 lwright, pp. 264 -2 65. 
of . F anklin and the Ladies 
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Claud e_ Ann e_ Lopez, s 1966 ), PP• 198-199. 

~ (Yale University Pres ' 



CHAPTER IV 

THE VAMPS 

The w om e n to b e inc luded in this chapter ar e Marie Antoinette, Louis 

XVI 's wife , Counte ss d e LaMotte 
' a thief, Counte ss Cagliostro, mistress 

of the E gyptian Rite, and Madame Tallien, a seductress of men. Three 

of the s e wome n's live s would become interwoven with each other. 

In d ealing with Marie Antoinette, it would be beneficial to begin with 

the trial of Marie Antoinett e . Her tr1·a1 b e gan O t b 6 1793 on c o er , • The 

char ges a gainst h e r w e r e r ead on October 12, 1793. H er crimes were ( 1) 

he r political r e lations w ith the King of Bohemia and Hungary ; (2) she put 

t he f inances i n disarray; ( 3) her intrigues with ministers; (4) she was 

accu s ed of s e nding m oney t o the emperor ; (5) h e r neg otiations with forei gn 

powe rs ; (6) influe n ced he r husband to us e h i s veto powe r ; (7) taught the 

Dauphin to mast urbate . 93 The se were the char ge s and now we will attempt 

to see whi ch w e r e tr ue and whi ch w e re fals e . 

Of t h e ab ove cha rges one , thr e e, four, five , and s ix , were probably 

more or l e ss t rue . She wa s c onstantly drawn i nto A u stria's affairs. For 

d t 1 of the Rive r Sch eldt which was controlled 
exampl e, J o s eph II w a nt e c on ro 

h , Louis XVI offered to 
by the D utch. Th e D utch fi r e d on J osep s army · 

m ediat e . T he D ut ch had to pay an i nd emnity to A ustria. 
Part of this 

. A t . tt e Th e Portrait of an Avera e 
93 f z · Marie n orne • 3) 42 8 St e an w e 1g , . Publishing Co., Inc., 193 , P• • 

~ ~.E. (N ew York: Garde n C it y 
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ind c1TU1ity was paid by France . 94 

It was true that she wa s involved w ·t1 tl · · 
1 1 1e m1n1ste rs. For example, 

Calnnnc wa::; r e placed by Lomenie de Bricn nc A lb. h f T 1 t , r e 1 1S op O OU OLlSe, a 

Marie Antoinette 
I
s sugge stion. She also p e rsuaded Necker to become the 

111.ini ster of finance . 
95 

She meddled into th e appointments of generals, 

ambassadors, and ministers. These men all were incompetant and for 

this reason the Quee n was blamed, even though any minister would probably 

have failed under the circumstances. 96 

Marie Antoinette was a target because the King was not capable of 

making a deci sion and her influences were stronger. Had Marie Antoinette 

wanted to, she could have b ecome a very strong rule r, but she had neither 

l t . th t t f ·t H 1· · 1 d · · 1 97 t 1e 1me nor e emperamen or 1 • er po 1tica 01ngs were on 1mpu se. 

Probably the charge which received the most notoriety was the fact 

that she put the finances of Franc e in disarray. H er one lavish expenditure 

was the P etit Trianon which was a minature palace just for the Queen. Here 

she had her own dairy farm. H e r e she ente r tained her many friends. The 

King visited h e re only by r e quest. After the King left, the gambling and 

othe r forms of reve lry began a gain becaus e the King did not approve of 

such things . 

The Quee n Is love of amuseme nt was a con stant source of dismay 

for he r mother, Maria Th e resa. She often warned Marie a gainst making 

94John E. N. H ears ey , Marie Antoinette (New York: E. P. Dutton 

and Co., Inc., 1973 ), p. 67. 

95Ibid. , pp. 101-102. 

96zweig, p . 148 . 

9 7 l b id . , pp. 14 6 - 14 7 • 
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fun of people , and mak ing · k · h 

JO es wit the young lad ies at the court. Another 

source of an .. )<.idy t o Maria The 
resa was when Marie decided to learn how 

to r ide . Maria Th ere sa r emarked 
' " Th e cl on keys and hor se s w ill have 

occ Llpie d th e time for reading. Her carele ssnes s, her lack of pleas ure in 

any serious concentration and her indiscretion provide me with many 

occasions of anxiety. 1198 

In other l e tters to h e r daughter, she constantly urged her daughter 

to read good books. She said, "You need it more than other girls, because 

you are not ac complished i n music or drawing. ,,99 Her reading consisted 

of Sullz 
I
s M emoirs, L' Etoile I s novel about King Philippe Auguste, and 

Hume 1s History of England. lOO 

In other l e tt e rs to Marie Antoinett e , Maria Theresa advised her 

daughter on her marriage. She adv ised h e r daughter to become loved by 

the p eopl e of Franc e and keep out of politics, Above all, she told her 

daught e r, to make a succes s of her marriage , 11 The only true happiness 

in this world is a happy marriage. And that de pe nds on the woman being 

obliging, gentle, and amus ing. 11101 She also advised that 11 domestic 

happiness consists in mutual trust and kindness. Passionate love soon 

disappears ! ,,l02 A gain from this advice that Maria Theresa gave her 

daughte r, one can s ee that the woman's duty wa s to her husband and her 

family. 

98 Queen of France (New York: Harper & Brothers, Andr e Castle lot, 
1957) pp. 47-49. 

(N Yo k· William Morrow 
99vincent Cronin, Louis and Antoinett e ew r . 

and Company, Inc., 1975), P• 52. 

lOOibid., p. 52. 

lOllbid., p. 42. 

l 02castle lot, p. l O. 
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T he Q ue en was mo s t r e m embe r ed for the "Diamond Necklace Affair. 11 

Th <' j cw c )f!r s for th e ne c kl ac e were Boh d 
m e r an Basscnge . It was originally 

niack ro r M a d a 111c · du Ra rr ,, · t . 
1 , m is r es s to L ouis XV, b ul he di ed b efore he 

103 
could m a ke th e pLnchas e . Th e necklac e totalled 2, 800 carats. The 

price of the necklac e was to b e one million, six hundred thousand francs. 

The necklace was first offer e d to Louis XVI at the birth of their 

daughter Madame Royale . The Queen refused the offer because of the 

expense. In 1782 he a gain proposed the necklace to the King. The King 

wanted to purchase it on the installment plan, but again the Queen refused. 

She said that she would not wear it. 

Bohmer who was becoming anxious offer ed a commission of 1, 000 

loui s to sell the necklace. This is where Countess de LaMotte enters. 

She was supposedly descended from the illegitimate son of Henri II who 

legitimized him as Henri de Valois, Baron de Saint-Remy. 

After years of roaming about France with h e r husband, the pair went 

to Paris. They were always in debt. It was for this reason that she came 

into contact with Cardinal d e Rohan. She r e c e iv ed a series of small loans 

from him. 

It was under a false titl e as Countess de LaMotte that she persuaded 

R ohan that the Queen wanted to buy the n ecklace . He was to sign the agree-

la · burse him out of her own private funds. 
m e nt and the Que en wou re1m 

d
· 1 e d because he wanted to regain the Queen is fav or. 

The Cardinal rea 1 y agre 

. d F ebruary l 1785. After obtaining the 
The necklace was d ellve re on ' 

Q , Necklac e (New York: Simon and 
10 3Franc e s Mos sike r, The ueen 5 

Sch uste r , 196 1), pp. 3 5 - 36 . . . to the 1, Diamond Necklace Affa i r
1
' 

N ot e : All r ef e r e n ce s pertaining 
ar e take n fr om t his r e fe r ence. 
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necklac e , th e Counte ss b r oke up the kl . 

ne e ace, put some rn her own j ewelry , 

ancl she ar ranged for he r h usband t ll th 0 se e r est in London. 

The Queen received a letter from th . 
1 e Jewe er saying he was pleased 

about he r p ur chas e . After she r ead his note, she did not know what he was 

talking about so she burned it. 

Cardinal Rohan began to become a little apprehensive when the time 

to pay the fir st installment came, and he had not received word from the 

Queen. Mme. de LaMotte wrote a letter to Rohan, signing the Queen's 

name, saying she could not pay the first installment but would pay two 

installments at a later date, and she sent along 30,000 lire to pay as 

interest. A messenger was sent to Rohan saying that he had been deceived 

about the necklace. The messenger was sent by the Countess de LaMotte. 

On August 8, 1785 the Queen had been informed about the deception. 

Rohan was arrested on the Feast of the Assumption and was put in the 

Bastille . On August 20 J eanne LaMotte was arrested. Rohan was acquitted. 

J eanne LaMotte was branded with a V(voleuse, meaning thief) and was put 

in prison. She e scaped two years later. Instead of Rohan receiving punish

m e nt, it was Marie Antoinette who was belittled. 

The last of her cr ime s with which she was charged was that she 

b t Thl. s char ge was untrue. The crux of taught h e r son to mastur a e. 

the matte r was that the young Dauphin had injured his teSt icle. A doctor 

h Chl.ld, and his mother told him never to was brought in to examine t e 

m ention it to any one . 

f o'clock in the morning. 
T he jury d e libe rated from midnight to our 

104 
She was guillotined. 

She was found g uilty of all charges. 

104 z weig , P• --142. 
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The next c oquette to be s tudied is th C t C 

1
. 

e oun e s s ag 10stro. Born 

Lorenza Feliciani , she was the daught f c · . . . . 
e r o rns e ppe F e hc1am, a tin 

founder living in Rome. It was her e that Count Cagliostro met her, 

although he was Giuseppe Balsam th d d o en, an id not claim to be a 

count until later. 

When marr ied, Cagliostro was twenty-five and she was fourteen. 

Her people w e re well-to-do, and she brought him one hundred fifty scudos 

worth of costume s, jewels, money, and linen. This dowry was matched 

by the future (and pretended) count. 

105 The marriage was performed on April 20, 1768. The future 

charlatan, grand master of the Egyptian rite of free-masonry, and husband 

of the future 11 countess 11 adv ised her to be pleasing to men in order to lure 

them. According to him, 11 adultery is not a sin if a woman commits it 

for gain, rather than out of simple love for another man. 11106 In other 

words, the relationship between the two was of an exploitative nature, 

with the woman b e ing the victim. 

Gil1seppe th e n met a 1nan named Alliata, and they set up a crude 

print shop. They forged money, bonds, etc . Lor e nza then would take 

107 
the money and put it in her bosom and this would give it the look of use. 

From Spain they went to London. Lorenza had a Quaker gentleman 

up to her room. Her husband breaks in and collects 100 pounds to protect 

d Vi ctor Gollancz, Ltd., 
1 OSR obert Ger vaso, Cagliostro (Lon on: 

1974), pp. 32 - 33 . 

10 6Ibid.' p. 34. 

l0 7Ibid., p. 35. 
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the gentleman's r e putation. 108 Th 

ey used "badger'' game s similar to this 

a ll over Europe to pay their expens e s. 

Th e Balsamos fin ally came to Paris. It 'was here that he was admitted 

t o the fre emason s--"Hope" Lodge N b 2891 Af um er • ter being admitted to the 

Masons he became Count Cagliostro and his wife became Countess Sera-

fina. 
109 

Shortly aft e r this Cagliostro originated the Egyptian Rite. This 

was an unu s ual branch of the freemasons. The women's sector was ruled 

by Seraf ina, the Que e n of Sheba. l lO 

Having deve loped an unusual knack for healing illnesses, he was 

summone d to Cardinal de Rohan 1 s in 1781, His Uncle, Prince de Soubise, 

was dying of scarlet fever. Cagliostro cured him. Rohan became Caglio

stro• s patron. l l l While he was with the Cardinal, he became involved in 

the "Diamond Necklace Affair. 11 Rohan asked Cagliostro to predict how 

the affair would go. He predicted that all would go well even though he 

did not b e lieve it. H e said this to stay in good graces with Rohan. 112 

Cagliostro wa s acq uitted. He was ordered to leave Paris within eight 
113 

days and be out of France in three weeks. He left the next morning. 

After this the Count ' s prestige began to decline. Serafina being used 

l OS!bid., p. 35. 

l 09rbid. , p. 67. 

110
rbid. , p. 7 5. 

l 11Ib id., PP• 99-1 00. 

112
Ibid. , P• 142. 

113Ibid. , p. 158. 
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to luxury d id not sta y with him ve ry long. H e di' ed 
in prison on August 27, 

1795 . 
114 

Sh e r<"maine d l oyal to him as long as h e had money, pr estige , 

and power. 

Mme . Tallien is the last in the seri·es f o foolish women, or "vamps 11 

to b e considered . Tallien and his future wife, Ther e sia Cabarrus, met 

while she was in prison at Bordeaux. He was acting as a representative 

of the Convention, and proceeding with the punishment and execution of 

opponents in the ar e a of Bordeaux. They became lovers at this time. 115 

Tallien returned to Paris. While there Tallien apparently became 

aware that Rob e spierre, "the Incorruptible, 11 had become aware of Tallien1 s 

be ing bribed by Bordeaux residents who desired to save their relative s 1 

live s. F earing exe cution, Tallien and others sprang the trap on Robe spierre 

in the Convention which r e sulted in the end of the Terror and of the Jacobin 

rule. The Thermidorians came to power, of whom Tallien was one of the 

ch ief men. 

But the traditional story was differ ent. The French press told the 

delightful story of The r esia , facing exec ution, smuggling a letter as ki ng for 

help to her love r, Talli e n. To save her, he stirred up the convention againSt 

b 
. 11 6 

Ro esp1erre . 

found Ollt that Tallien 1 s overthrow of Robespierre was The newpapers 

due to love for T heresia, and made a great love - st0ry out of it. 
He was 

l 14rb id. , p . 240. 

Notr e Dame d e The rmidor (London: 
l 15L. Gastine, Madame Tallien, 

The Ballatine Pr e ss, 191 3), P· 4 • 

11 6
Ib id. , pp. 2-3. 



39 
po r trayed a s r u s h ing to t h e prison to r e l eas e :1e r and the y e m e rged from 

th e inc ide nt n ot only as the overthrowers of th R • f T e e 1gn o e rror as 

Pe r s onif ie d in Rob espierre , but as romanti·c lo R vers . omance, freedom, 

s ucce ss, the e nd of the T e rror--all combined to k th 1 · d ma e e new y marr1e 

couple social lions. Certainly marriage was expected of them. They had 

rnoney, Tallien was a Thermidorian official, and yet this marriage was a 

rnarriage of convenience forced on them by circumstances and by what was 

expected of them by the press and public. Increasingly it became a loveless 

117 
union. 

The greatest contribution of Theresia Cabarrus was in the salon she 

maintained for her husband. At this time he had great possibilities for 

adva nc eme nt, and the salon was important. When his incapacity became 

evident, the importance of her salon declined markedly. 
118 

To combat 

his waning popularity, Tallien decided to b ecome a traitor of the Republic. 

Ther e sia was too ignorant, too hedonistic, and too vain to use her charms 

119 
to gain a position in the gove rnment for h e r husband. 

Tallie n was sent to La Vendee to observe the executions of two 

hundred emigr e soldiers. These executions were r e sponsible for un

masking the l egend of Madame Tallien because in the le ge nd Madame 

Tallie n had b ee n r e sponsible for saving lives . Sinc e Talli e n had been 

. . ·t was mor e than she could bear• 
r esponsible for these executions, 1 

She 

120 
the n b ecame th e mistress of Barras. 

117Ibid,, P• 77. 

11 s rbid. , p . 111. 

11 9
Ib id. , PP• 12 4 -125. 

120
Ibid., p . 107. 



Theresia never gave h er h u sband any effectiv e support and the re 

sc en1s to be no evidence t o show h e r involv em e nt in p olitic s, Instead she 

chos e t o b e dazzling a nd b e a utiful, and expensive, 121 

We have briefly gone through the lives of four women, They had 

two things in comm o n; they were all very beautiful and seductive, and 

they r emaine d l oyal to their men as long as they were rich and powerful. 

But they we re not inte llectuals, They we re not widely read. They 

we r e not e d uc at e d. In eff ect, two were exploited by their husbands for 

material gain, and s e emed satisfied with the arrangement as long as 

cr umbs fe ll from the table for them. 

12 llb .d 11 2. 
l • ' P• 

40 



CHAPTER V 

THE COMMON WOMEN 

P r obably the b e st know n inc ide nt inv olv1· ng the co mmon woman was 

t l1e m ar ch on V ersaill e s. On Octob e 5 th f r , e wome n o Paris mar ched. 

Many of th e so call e d wome n w e re men dis guis ed as women. They 

marche d to the Hot e l d e Vi ll e , and they took all the pikes and muskets. 

They knew the National G uard would not fir e on wome n. Maillard 

pers uaded the c rowd t o g o on to V ersaille s and d emand bread and br ing 

the King b a ck t o Paris. B etw e en 6 ,000 and 7,000 women, along with 

the d i s guised me n marche d on V ersailles. A m ong the group were fish

wive s , p e ddle rs, va grants, hooke rs, and m ar ke t wome n. Whil e mar ching 

it began to ra in , and the y pu ll ed the ir skirts ab ove their heads. They 

planned to c ut M arie A ntoine t t e I s throat . Many we nt to t he Natio nal 

Ass em bly to d e m a nd a s e ar c h of the hous e s for b r ead a nd flour. Louis 

or de r ed that t h e w o m e n b e g ive n the ir br ead. L ouis was r e t urned to 

P . . h h . f ·1 12 2 aris w it 1s am1 y . 

B enj amin F ranklin w a s in France during the b r ead s hortage. 

f fl th e c oiffur es of the ar isto-Fra nklin c omm e nt e d on t he w a ste o our on 

cratic l ad ies . His r e mar ks we r e directe d t owar d T ur got. " You ha ve , 

122H ears e y , p p. 11 5-1 17. 
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in Fran ce , an ex ce lle nt way of wa -

ging war without spe nding any money • 

All you have to do is to agr e e not to get your ha1·r 
curled and not to use 

powde r as lon g as it will last. Your hairdress .
11 e rs w1 make up the army; 

their pay will come fron1 your savings, a d tl . 
n 1e1r food from the grain you 

usually devot e to hair powder. ,,123 

Another exampl e of wome n I s involvem t · th • 
en in e Revolution was the 

formation of women I s battalions in 1792. Th e men felt that this was 

challenging their sole right to patriotism and glory in the Revolution. 

Although the battalions were not allowed, the women would go with their 

husbands or lovers and would often join in the fighting. For example 

Louise Michel, a s chool t eacher cared for the wounded and then participated 

124 
in the battl e . 

The m e n of the revolutionary 1790 1 s did not want to admit that women 

could b e responsible to th em selve s. Wome n should r emain unbiased and 

passive a nd unde r th e ir husbands I guidanc e . By taki ng the re vo lution 

seriously, the s e women w e r e forced to fight the pr ejudices of eve n the 

men who were on their side . The results of their attempt to be mor e 

liberate d were unfortunate . Louise Noel, concie rg e, J eanne Layment, 

par sol-maker, Eug en ie Lhilly, cook, Eulalie Papavoine , seamstress, 

Elizab e th R etiffe, c ardboard maker, and Marie Wolf, rag-picker were 

125 
given hard labor and then execut e d. 

durl·ng the Fr e nch R evolution, shar ed their Th e common woman, 

1 They yearned for equality and brotherhood. men s hatred of privilege. 

123Lopez , PP• 202-203. 

and R evolution (New 
124she ila Rowbotham, Women, R e sistance 

Yor k: Pantheon Books, 1972 ), PP• io4 -lo5• 

125Ibid., pp. 105-106 . 
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Alt houg h lh f'y r e a li ze d th a t equalit y b etwee th 
, n e sexes was a l ong way off, 

ih l'Y hoped tha t th e- cl c s tntc tio n of pr ivile ge d 
a 11 th e ec onomic r e s tr ic tions 

of n1.c r cantili s rn WO L1ld bring a b ette r world. They r ealize d tha t to t h i s 

dr eam oppo sition ca1ne not o nly from the aristoc racy of France but the 

aristoc racy of Eur ope , a nd that sac rific e was nece ssary to over come 

this oppo sition . T h ey we r e r eady to support the R evolution by moral 

s up port a nd eve n arme d d e spite opposition from home and abroad. 

Ye t the common wom an was a woman int e rested in security, finances, 

and pol iti c s. She was primarily inte rested in her family and its welfare. 

To he r the R evolution was a means of securing the se objectives, not an 

end i n its e lf. 

The eve ryday tasks of cooking, cleaning, taking care of her children, 

and providing for her family took prece dence over all other considerations. 

It was s m all wonde r , the n, that in a man 1 s w orld, the contributions she 

made wer e mainly of a s upportiv e nature. Th ey could not b e compar ed with 

thos e of Mme . d e Stae l or Mme. Roland. But to t housands of Frenchm e n 

who lived and di e d for a new world--for lib e rty , equality, and fraternity-

her contr ib utio n s must have been real indeed. 



CHAPTER VI 

THE GUILLOTINE 

Of the women that have been discussed, Madame Roland, Charlotte 

de Corday , Marie Antoinette and many of the common women fell to the 

guillotine ; Madame d e Stael escaped this fate. During this period 

numerous women and men were guillotined. A following of the Jacobin 

calendar can show how more and more people were sentenced to death. 

The executions were as follows: "Vendemiaire, 3 women (including 

Marie Antoinette) and 7 men; Brumaire, 3 women (including Madame 

Roland) a nd 62 men; Frimaire, 10 women (including Madame Dubarry) 

and 57 men; Nivose, 10 wome n, 51 men; Pluviose, 8 women, 60 men; 

Ventose, 11 women (including Princess Elizabeth), 327 men; Prairial, 

33 women, 476 men; Messidor, 93 women, 703 men; Thermidor, first 

to ninth , 59 women, 283 men. If Robespierr e had not been overturned, 

and Thermidor had continued as it had begun, the monthly number of 

. . 177 11126 women would have risen to • 

h . h b studied to show why these The re are several cases w 1c can e 

women met their deaths. One such case is the " Virgins of Verdun. " 

Th l
. nvaded by the Prussians in August, 1792. e town of V e rdun was 

Sh t1 thereafte r a Prussian army 
The town surrendered p eac efully. or Y 

f d that the surrender would be 
office r was kille d, and the town eare 

1 6 . h R ign of Terror, i1 Living Age, 
2 J.C. Alg er, 11 Womenint e e 

192: 606 -12, Mar c h 5, 1892, P• 607 • 



undone . To appease the Prussians, some of th . 
e young girls of the town 

45 

went to the Prussian camp, bearing gifts and food Th 
• ese young women 

wer e later bronght to trial because it was felt th t ·t 
a 1 was the wome n who 

wer e responsible for the anti-revolutionary f t· f h 
ac ion o t e town. It was 

also felt that these wome n would teach their childr e n anti-liberty senti-

ments. The women were executed on March 10, 1793 • 127 

Madame Roland was arrested in June , 1793. This time the arrest 

was illegal. She was then set free only to be arrested legally and was 

imprisoned at Sainte-Pelag ie. 128 On November 8 or the 18th Brumaire, 

Mme . Roland was brought before the Revolutionary Tribunal. The Tribunal 

brought in a verdict of guilty. She was to be executed. 129 While awaiting 

her execution, she r emarke d, "we {women) are more useful to society by 

virtues than b y our inte llig e nce. 11 130 She was executed at five o1clock that 

aft e rnoon. As she was about to be decapitated she proclaimed, 11 Oh Liberty, 

what crimes a re committed in thy name. 11131 

Another lady guillotined in the name of Lib e rty was Charlotte de Corday. 

Her trial began at e ight o'clock in the morning . The jury took an ho ur and 

a half to decide her fat e . Many thought she would be freed because the jury 

too k so long. The ve rdict returned was guilty. Sh e was guillotined July 17, 

132 
17 93 at five o'clock in the afternoon. 

l27lbid., pp. 607- 6 09 . 

12 8c 1eme nceau-Jacquemaire, PP• 282 - 284 • 

l2 9rbid., p. 3 17. 

130ibid., p. 32 3. 

131
Ibid. , p. 324 . 

132 5 
Sh ea ring, pp . 254 -25 • 



The gt1 illotinc made no distinction in soc ial class . Women of high 

·ddle class, and the low class w e r e all subJ·ect to the guillotine . 
c1ass' n11 

46 

w om e n chos e to mix into politics, then they must accept the risks 
If these 

d 
cons eq Lie n ce s. Women increa singly wer e subject to political reprisals 

an 

h P
articipated in politics. This was an advance toward sexual equality, 

if t ey 

1 Ug
h probably the victims did not appreciate it much. 

alt 10 



CONCLUSIONS 

In the preceding chapters, we have seen th 1 f . 
e ro e O women 1n several 

social classes during the Revolution. Their polit· 1 h.l . 
ica P 1 osophy aspired to 

see a Republic established in France modelled aft th R . . er e epubhc in the 

United States of America. To achieve this goal they used their minds and 

their powers of seduction. 

We must remember that in the eighteenth century French society 

demanded certain requirements of their women. Women were taught to 

be cunning, soft of temper, obedient, and proper. Women were taught to 

please and their main goal in life was to please. This was supposed to 

bring them the protection of a man. If women dared to be different, then 

society ostracized them. It was the duty of a woman to be a good wife to 

her husband and a good mother to her children. 

In the introduction, it was stated that the main question to be answered 

was what influence did wome n have on the French Revolution? In the writer's 

opinion, the inflL1ence was minimal. They tried to influence the political 

scene but to no lasting end. There are reasons why the women were not 

as eff ective as they would like to have been. 

f .1. They had to see to the 
Women had a r e sponsibility to their ami ies. 

education of their family• T hey had to run the household ( cooking, cleaning, 

t ) One also must 
pr eparing m e nus, k ee ping of the household accounts, e c. • 

did not have the labor 
take into conside ration th e fact that these women 

saving device s that w e ha v e today. 
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In effect had the women of thi s period h . 
ad more leisure time they 

could have had a m or e eff ective influence on 1·t· ' 
po i ics and society• 

th a t th C' SC wome n had wa s a dmirable. 
The goal 

They were interested in r e storing 

rnan ' 5 dignity and d e ve loping his own goodne 
ss. This would result in 

better developme nt of soc iety. The end product would be a better under-

standing of Frate rnity, Equality, and Liberty. 

That they did not achieve this goal was not the fault of the more 

advanced and intellectual of the sisterhood. They probably never re

gretted having made the attempt. Working, as they must, through other 

men, they used the influence God gave them as well as they knew how. 

The world is in their debt, and two centuries later the influence of women 

was notably better partly because of their efforts, and yet the words of 

Mme. Roland still echo in our ears--that the best influence of woman lies 

in their virtuous influence on man. 

Certainly this influence was absent in many women of the Revolution. 

At a time when morality and honesty was "for the birds, 11 women like Mme. 

Tallien provided little that was moral and good and idealistic. They lived 

for the moment, and little of importance survived them. 

· 1 t" as Perhaps women's greatest achievement during the Revo u ion w 

pr ecisely what it is today. Perhaps it consisted of love of husband, love 

of family, service to the home, security for the husband and family, a nd 

providing men, sons, and daughters for the succeeding generations. 



BIBLIOGRAPHY 

A. Secondary Source s 

Aretz , Gertrude . Napoleon and his Women Friends. 
Lippincott Company , 1927. Philadelphia: J.P. 

Barb er, Elinor G. The Bourgeoisie in 18th Centur F 
Princeton Univer s1ty Press, 1955. Y ranee. New Jersey: 

Belloc, Hillaire. Napoleon. Philadelphia: J. P. Lippincott Company, 
1923. 

Beraud, Henri. Twelve Portraits of the French Revolution New York: 
Books for Libraries Press, Inc., 1968. • 

Berger, Mor roe. Madame de Stael on Politics, Literature and National 
London: Sidgwick and Jackson, 1964. Character. 

Bizardell, Yvon. The First Expatriots - Americans in Paris During the 
Revolution. New York: Holt, Rinehart, and Winston, 1972. 

Bullough, Vern L. The Subordinate Sex. Chicago: University of Illinois 
Pre s s , 1 9 7 3. 

Castleot, Andr e. Queen of France. New York: Harper and Brothers, 
1957. 

Clemenceau-Jacquemaire , Madeleine. The Life of Madame Roland. New 
York: Longmans, Green, and Co., 1930. 

Cobban, Alfred. The Social Interpretation of the French Revolution. New 
York: Cambridge University Press, 1964. 

Cronin, Vincent. Louis and Antoinette. New York: William Morrow a
nd 

Company, Inc., 1975. 

Cronin, Vincent. Napoleon Bonaparte, An Intimate Biography. New York: 
William Morrow and Company, Inc., 1972. 

n· ickens , Charle s. A Tale of Two Cities. 
New York: Dodd, Mead and 

Company, 1942. 
E New York: Harper and Bro-

aton , Jeanette. A Daughter of the Seine. 
thers, 1929. 



·ne L . Madame Tallie n, Notre Darne de Th . 50 
castl B~llatine Pr e ss, 1913 . erm1dor. London: The 

Ger vaso , Roberto. Cagliost ro. London· v· t 
. i c or Gollancz, 1974. 

(iottachall<, Lo1 1is R . T he Era of the French R e . 
Massachusetts : Ho ughton-Mifflin C · 

1 
volntton (1715-1815). 

, o., 929. 

Gree n, F. C. The A nc i e nt R e gime. 
Pr e ss, 1958. 

Edinburgh: Edinburgh University 

Hall, Beatrice E. The Wome n of the Salons. 
Libraries Pr e ss, 1969. 

New York: Books for 

-uears ey, John E. N. Marie Antoinette. New y k E r1 ,--;::;-,,;--,~--___;.;;.;..;;.:.::. or : • P. Dutton and 
Company, Inc., 1973. 

Herold, J. Christopher. Mistress to an Age. New York: Bobbs-Merrill 
Company, Inc., 1958. 

Herold, J. Christopher. Love in Five Temperaments. New York: 
Atheneum, 1961. 

Johnson, Edward G. The Private Memoirs of Madame Roland. Chicago: 
A. C. McClurg and Co., 1900. 

Lopez, Claude-Anne. Mon Cher Papa: Franklin and the Ladies of Paris. 
Yale University Press, 1966. 

MacDonell, A. G. Napoleon and his Marshalls. New York: The Mac
Millian Co., 19 34. 

Madelin, Louis. Figures of the Revolution. New York: Books for 
Libraries Press, Inc., 1968. 

Maurois, Andre. Adrienne, The Life of the Marquise de LaFayette. New 
York: McGraw-Hill Book Company, Inc., 196 1. 

Mos siker, Frances. The Que en's Necklace. New Yor k: Simon a
nd 

Schuster, 19 6 1. 

Posgate, Helen B. Madame de Stael. New York: Twayne Publishers, 

Inc., 196 8 . 

. Adams to de Beauvoir. 
Rossi, Alice s. (ed.) The Feminist_ Papers: Fr~~ 

New York: Columbia University Press, l9 • 

Ro , Res1· stance and Revolution. New York: 
Wo otham, She ila. W~o~m~e~nJ..,~~~~~~~~~~...:---

Pantheon Books, 1972. 

Selink A 0 , nnemarie . Desir ee . W
illiam Morrow and Co.' 1953. 

New York: 

Shearing , Jos e ph. The Ang e l of the Assassination. 
Srnith and R ober t Ha as, Inc. , 1935• 

New York: Harrison 



Wh 'tham, J . Mills . Men and Wome n of th F 1 
Books fo r Librarie s Pr e s s , I nc ., 19; 3.r ench Revolution. 

51 

New York: 

Wil son, R . M cNair. 
P re s s , 1 9 7 0. 

Wome n of the French R . 
-------=:..:.::..::.....::.....!...::~~~c~v~o~l~u~ti~o~n. New y or k: Kennikat 

Wright , Cons tanc e . Mada me de Lafayett e . New York· 
Company, 1959 . · Henry Holt and 

Young, Catherine . A Lady who Loved Herself N y 
Knopf, 1930. • ew ork: Alfred A. 

Zweig, Stefan. Marie Antoinette: The Portrait of a A 
York: Garden City Publishing Co., Inc., 1933~ verage Woman. New 

B. PERIODICALS 

Alger, J. C. "Women in the Reign of Terror, 11 Living Age, 192: 606-12, 
March 5, 1892. 

11 Extracts from the Journal of the Duchess of Duras during the Reign of 
Terror, 11 Living Age, 185: 215-26, April 26, 1890. 

111n the Year of the Terror, I( Living Age, 191: 619-26, December 5, 1891. 

Mason, Amelia Gere. ''Salons of the Revolution and the Empire, 11 Century 
Magazine, 42: 12-22, May, 1891. 

Mason, Amelia Gere. 11 Women of the French Salons, 11 Century Magazine, 
40: 77-94, etc., May-October, 1890. 

Ponsonby , Mary E. 11 Role of Women in Society, 11 Nineteenth Century, 48: 
941-54. December, 1900. 

C. ENCYCLOPEDIA 

11 Jean Paul Marat," New Standard Encyclopedia, (l9? 3), Vlll, 
130

• 


	000
	000_i
	000_ii
	000_iii
	000_iv
	000_v
	000_vi
	000_vii
	001
	002
	003
	004
	005
	006
	007
	008
	009
	010
	011
	012
	013
	014
	015
	016
	017
	018
	019
	020
	021
	022
	023
	024
	025
	026
	027
	028
	029
	030
	031
	032
	033
	034
	035
	036
	037
	038
	039
	040
	041
	042
	043
	044
	045
	046
	047
	048
	049
	050
	051

