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ABSTRACT 

The purpose of this study was two - fold. One was to 

examine the literature concern ing the psychological impact 

of intrafamilial ch ild sexual abuse on fema les and t he 

differen t treatment modalities available for the victims 

and their fam ili es . The second was to examine soc ietal 

attitudes toward fe male victi ms of child sexual abuse 

through an origina l research study const r ucted by the 

author . 

The subjects were eight y undergraduate students in 

upper and lower division psyc hology courses . Volunteers 

read a story about an applicant for a day care position 

who was a victim of child sexual abuse . The applicant 

posses sed both positi ve an ne ati ve attributes . All 

subjects read the story / questionnaire and ranked their 

answers on a Likert type scale . 

Results were an alyzed by com parin g means , f requenc y 

of r esponses , and percentage scores . A signi i cant diff erence 

was found between the persons who ~ou ld hire or not ire 

the applicant based upon the factor of sexual abuse . 
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CHAPTER 1 

Introduction 

C7 ild sexual abuse has beco me a maj or foc us of a ttent i on 

wit7i1 the past few years , fl t a s re ec ed by the pr olife r a ti on 

of professional l i t erature and the ri si ng inc id ence r ate 

as rep orted . Statist ic s indicate that one in four girls 

ar e sexu a lly explo ited by age eighteen. However, the most 

re cent unpub l is hed research conducted at UCLA by Dr. Gail 

Wy att suggest s th at t he incidence of female child sexual 

abuse may be one in two (Wyatt, 1985). 

These stat istical findings are staggering and suggest 

a nee d for greater understanding of the phenomenon of child 

sexual abuse by clinicians to help them be prepared to 

t reat victims and their families. Along with the need 

for understanding and treatment is the need to have universal 

definitions on what constitutes se xual abuse. 

Sexual abuse as defined by Kempe (1978) consists of: 

The invol vement of dependent, de ve lopmentally 

immature children and adolescents in sexual 

acti vities that they do not fully comprehend, 

to wh ich they are unable to gi ve informed consent, 

or that vi olate the social taboos of families. (p. 43) 

Benward and Oensen-Gerber ( 1975) defined incest as "sexual 

co ntact with a person who would be considered an ineligible 

partner be ca use of his blood an d/o r social ties to the 

l " ( 326) For the purpose of this subject and her fami Y P· · 
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:i ; c f")o s en h f 11 e o owing efini i on o 

' h . 1 
1. '-- ~ .d s exual abu s e : "Expo s ure of a child 

' ' , ,: - • i11Glation i nappropr iat e for the ch ild' s age , 

• ;:i sy c ri osoc ia l developmen t , and role in t he family " 

, :: :- a ~: & ~~s.:.a , 197 7 , p . 80) . Th l t · · e sexua ac 1v1ty ma y 

:- a ~~e f :- o ex hibition ism to intercourse (Sgro i, 1982 ) . 

The purpos e of this research is two - fold . One i s 

to examine th e lit erature concerning the psycho l ogical 

impact of int rafamilial ch i l d sexua l abu se of fe ma les and 

to discuss th e different t rea t men t modaliti es a vail able 

fo r the victi ms and the ir families . The ne xt por t i on o f 

the pape r will i ncl ud e an original r esearch stud y e xaminin g 

th e societal att itudes to female victims of child se xual 

abuse . 

Literature Rev ie w on the Psycholog i cal Im pact 

2 

The psycho l ogi cal impact of i ntrafamilial se xual abuse 

on female child r en can be de vastating . One reison is because 

th e y are i nvo l ved in a se xual activit y with a f am il y member 

wh i ch is co ns i dered tab oo in most cultures . Another rea s on 

is because they are prematurel y introdu ced to a sexual 

experience when t he y are not de velopmentall y read y for 

such an exper i ence . 

The psychological i mpac t may be e xacerbated as t he 

youn g girl approaches adolesce nce and make s the de ve l opmental 

transition from ch ildhoo d to a dulth oo d . And er so n ( 1981) 

foun d that : 

Many ch ildren who have been s exually abused over a 



period of time in the ir earl' 1er years are extr emel y 

vul nerable to feelings of guilt, depres sion, and 

unworthin ess which are exacerbated once they reach 

adolesc ence and hav e to come to grips with their own 

sexual development and urges . (p. 159) 

One of t he primary tasks of adolescence is to de velop 

iden t i ty . Lubell and Soong (1982) r eport that this growth 

is interrupted in the sexually abused adolescent female. 

Because she has been sexually abused, she feels different 

from her peers . Since she doesn't feel accepted by family 

or friends, it is impossible for her to maintain a sense 

of self - esteem . Thus, the abuse affects every aspect of 

her life . 

3 

Other psychological problems may not present themselves 

until several years after the sexually traumatic events . 

They may occur during adolescence or in the female ' s adult 

life. Collins et al . (1982) found that the psychological 

scarring could appear in the form of frigidity, depression, 

uncontrolled violence and rage, and other anti-social 

behavi ors. Similar findings ha ve been reported by Sidney 

and Brooks (1984) and Summit (1983). 

Many researchers have found the pre vailing feelings 

of anger and betrayal experienced by the adolescent female 

and adults who were abused . Knittle and Tuana (1980) 

fo und these feelings to be intense and usually unexpressed 

b by S omeone the victims loved because the sexual a use was 

Angry f eelings also are directed and looked to fo r guidance. 



t oward herself because the victim somehow feels responsible 
for the sexual contact . 

Several documented stud _ies · d " t 1n 1ca e th at the anger 

turns i nwar d causing the victim to feel self - hate, self -

revulsion, and low self - worth (Slager - Jorne, 19 78 ; Summit, 

1983 ; Knittle & Tuana , 1980 ) . These f ee l in gs of ten are 

expressed in self - puni shing beha vi ors. Gi a rre tt o (19 82 ) 

reported that man y ad ol e scents refe r red to th e Chil d Se xual 

Abuse Trea t ment Progr am di sclose pa r t i cip a ting in vari ou s 

forms of s elf - punis hing behavior whic h included truancy , 

he avy dru g use , and promiscuity . 

4 

A stu dy co nd uct ed by de Young (1982) furt e r su stantiates 

Gi a rr etto ' s repo r t . Over half o her cl i nica sa ple ( 57 . 7%) 

re por ted self - injurious beha vio r as yo ngsters . These 

behavio r s ranged in type r am c t · ng an s as :ng , bruising , 

scratching , and bu r ning , to de · be ate attemp s o brea ~ 

bones . 

Ot he r re se a r che r s (Sg ro: , 82 ; Janas , 1983 ; Cou rtois 

& Wa tts , 1982) have f oun ha e f e a e c i o ch . d 

sexual abuse suffers f rom a poo se_ - i age . he oo r 

s el f - i mage may be par ia ly a rib u ed to t e pe cep · ion 

of the child a nd soc iety that , e i c as been some o 

· Sg oi a es tis attitude damaged by the sexual expe rie nce . 

11 h ' s at '- · ude as a neg at· ve t h e "d a m a g e d g o o d s s y n d r o me . 

imp ac t upon t he pe r son ' s self - image because of e perception 

of bei ng t r eated differentl y by o:hers . he presen study 

wi ll includ e r eact i ons of oth ers to a victim of child sexu a l 



an a 
empt t o deter mi ne if the abuse is con s i der ed 

a nega i ve pe r so nal att ribute of the vi ctim . 

0 her pr obl em area s of the sexu a l abu se vi ct im i nclude 

poo r soc ial sk ill s , faulty rel atio nship s with other s , and 

sex ual pr oblems . Man y v1·ct · 1 1m s ar e p agued by multiple 

phob i c or ps ychoso ma tic pr obl em s often resulting in seriou s 

dysfunctio n or disabilit y . The female victims of child 

sexual abuse often ha ve di f ficul ty reaching emotional self

suff icie ncy a nd independence. In addition, Janas (1983) 

predi cts " th ey ( the victims ) are l ik el y t o turn into child 

sex abus er s or marr y spouses who are li kel y to abuse them 

5 

or the ir children" (p . 75). In view of the negati ve con s e

que nc es of ince s t in the lives of the victims, it is important 

f or the clinician to be well informed of the different 

t reatm en t modalities available f or the vic t im and her famil y . 

Rev ie w of the Literature on Treatment Modalities 

Th e treatment of in t rafamilial child s exual abuse 

has evol ved over the past decade. Man y programs are new 

and it is difficult to assess the effectiveness of them 

bec ause of the short peri od of time t hey hav e been in exist ence. 

One of the longest existing programs is the Child Se xual Abuse 

Tr eatment Progr am de velop ed by Henr y Gi arre t to in San Jose, 

Cal i fo r nia. Giarretto's comprehensi ve treatment program 

incorporat e s a humanisti c appro ach t o enable self-a wareness 

and self - mana geme nt. 

Acco rd in g to Gia r r e t to (1 982) , indi vidual tre a tment 

to t he chil d, mother , and father must occ ur be fo r e fam il y 
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therapy becomes produ c tive . Th t 
e reatment procedure is 

usually appli ed in the following order·. individual counseling; 

father - daught er counseling ; marital counseling ; family 

couns eling ; and group counseling . The procedure is tailored 

to meet the needs i n each individual case . Of the 4,000 

children t reat ed in this progra m, about 90% have been returned 

to the ir families . The recidi vism rate in the families who 

have co mpleted the pr ogram remains less than 1% . 

Sgr oi (1982) ap pr oaches the treatment of child sexual 

abuse in a manner similar to that of Giarretto . The Sexua l 

Trauma Treatment Program beginning in 19 77 formulated a 

multiple - impact approach to the intervent i on and treatment 

of the incestuous family . The primary ob j ectives of the 

program were to " ( 1) protect the child ; (2) stop t he sexually 

abusive beha vior; (3) minimize and treat the sexual trauma ; 

and (4) stabilize the family " ( p . 81) . The treatment 

modalities employed in this pr og ram are individual , group , 

marital, family , and art therapy . Sgroi notes that in 

many cases family therapy is not possible be ca use the parents 

refuse to accept resp onsibility for the sexual abuse of 

the child . In such cases, indi vidual , group , and art 

therapy are more beneficial. So e of the issues addressed 

in therapy include guilt, fear , belie vab ilit y , anger , trust , 

and self - esteem . Another issue is to assist the victim on 

responding to others who may view them negati vely . 

with the mult iple treatment Other researc hers who concur 
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modalit i es e mploye d by Giarretto d s · · an gro1 included Deaton 

and Sa ndlin ( 1980) a nd Di xen and Jen kins (l981) . Knittle 

and Tu ana ( 198 0) f ound group therap y t o be more effective 

in address i ng th e needs o f t he victim than indi vidual or 

fam i ly th er apies . Lubell and Soo ng ( 1982 ) , For ward and Buck 

( 1978) , and Meiselman (1978) also recommend gr oup therap y 

t o be the treatment of ch oi ce . Further researc h is needed 

in order to more full y asse s s th e ex i s ting t rea tm ent modalities 

and to de velop more trea tme nt pr og r ams fo r th e vi c t i ms of 

child se xu al abuse . 

Pre s en t St ud y 

The pre se nt re s ear ch study addresses societal att i tu des 

to f em a le vi c ti ms of child sexual abuse . No known stud ies 

ha ve bee n c ondu cted in th i s a r ea at this writing . The autho r 

pos t ul ates t hat this unexplored area is critical becaus e 

i t in vovle s the re act i ons of others to the victim which in 

t urn affe c t th e victim ' s percepti on of he rself . If othe r s 

vi ew the vi ct im in a negat i ve manner, the vie im may inte r nal iz e 

th e neg a t i ve pe r ceptions . It is , there ore, t erapeutically 

ben e f i cia l for clinicians to be aware of soc·etal attitudes 

in ord e r to t reat th e c l ient more effecti vely and to educate 

th e publ i c . 

For th e pur pose of this study , it is hypothesized that : 

1 . Ha vi ng experienced sexual abuse is viewed by 

r es pond ent s as a negati ve personal attribute . 

2 . Thi s negati ve attribution relates to negat i ve 

evaluat i ons of the person as a desirable day care wo r ke r . 



Th e Subje c ts 

CHAPTER 2 

Method 

The sample consisted of 23 male and 57 female under 

graduate students attending Austin Pea y st ate Uni versit y 

during the summer quarter of 198 5 . Al l subj ect s were 

volunteer s . The subje c t s were obt a ined from upp er and low er 

di vi s io n ps ych ol ogy cou r ses . The ages o f th e respondents 

r anged f r om 18 - 49 with the mean age o f 26 . 

Descr i ption of the Inst r ument 

The inst r ument used in he st y as an. o_ig i al s to r y/ 

questio nna ir e co nstructed by th e aut or . T e s o_y •as 

a descript i on of a twent y- ou r ye a old Cauc asian ce ale 

who was sexually abused as a c id . T~e e so ' tn.e sto y 

was applying fo r he posi · on oc a a ca re , o:- ~er . 

P o s i t i v e a n d n e g a t · e a r i a : e s ,. e :- = d :c a , ri : r o t e s o r Y 

and include d in e ques i o a i e ~or :i on . 1 e subjects 

we re asked to r ate the : por:an ce o c t e a:-ia~_es o a scal e 

fro m 1 to 7 , wi h bei 

impo r tant to their percep ion o c he r Je:~_ a ~oo ca i da e 

for the job . The only va r · a le :o ea - s i ~'l ici ca ce in s 

sed 
s tudy was that o 

:'lis a ne r 
as a child . Te pu pose 

was to determine i 

mak i ng pr ocess of the subjec s . 

Other questions in he st 

8 



the emale was a good candidate and whether or not the 

resp ondent would hi re her . In addition to answering the 

questions and r at ing var i ables, the subje ct s were ask ed to 

state the ir ag e, gender, and academic classification . 

Adm i nistr ati on and Scoring 

9 

Th e questionnaire was administered to 5 different under 

graduate ps ychology classes over a period of 3 days . The 

f irst 10 minutes of 3 classes and t he last 10 minutes of 

2 classes were used to fill out the consent f orm and answer 

th e questionnaire . Confidentia l i ty was mai nt ai ned by as king 

th e s ubjects to read t he consent fo r m and s ig n i t i f th ey 

we re willing to participa t e and by s ug ges ting th a t they not 

write their names on the questi on naire form . Subj ects could 

refuse to pa r ticipate at any time wit hout pe nal ty . 

As to who would hire or not hi r e, a perc entage scor e 

was obtained . The ot her ques t i ons , based upon a Like r t ty pe 

sca le, were analy zed us i ng mean s and frequency of respon s es 

at extreme ends of the sc a le . 



CHAPTER 3 

Results 

Results show that 63 . 75% of the subjects would hire 

the applicant and 36 . 25% would not hi· r e h er . Of the 23 male 

subjects, 69 . 57 % would hi re her ; and of the 57 female subjects , 

57 . 89% responded that they would hi re her . The difference 

bewteen male and f emale acceptance is smal l but no iceable 

(see Table 1) . 

A compa ris on of mean ratings fo r va riab_es in luencing 

the subjec t ' s decisi on to hires ow s that excellen re erences 

( x= 7 . 8) , sincere desire (x =6 . 5) , avora lei ress~ o ( x=5 . 7 ) , 

an d high G. P . A. (x =4 . 9 ) we re co sidered i an in t a 

order (see Table 2) . 

Ne gat i ve variables were r anked in he ol owi n 0 der 

of importance by those ho dec · de 0 i e e app ican 

no ex perience ( x = . 5 ) ' dru experi e n ( - = ) ' se ua 

abuse (x=3 . 1 ) , having a airs (x=2 . 5) an 

( x= 2 . 1) (see Table 2) . 

e · arced 

A comparison o mean ra ins 0 a ~i ab es ' f ue cing 

o i e the subject ' s decisi on no 

since re desire (x=6 . 1) , excellen 

ea p i can sows a 

favorable impression (x =S.3 ) , and 

considered importan in that se uence (s ee ab e 3 ) . 

Negative attribute va r · ab le eans a ke i e oll o ~ing 

order from highes o lowes by eso n e :s eci e not 

to hire : drug experimenti 9 ( x= 5 · ) ' sex a 
abuse ( x=5 . 4) , 

1n 



1 1 
no experience ( x= 4 . 5) , ha ving af f ai· rs 

(x=3 . 3) , and being 
divo r ced ( x=3 . 1) (s ee Table 3 ' 

) . 
The majo r it y o f respondents wh o would hi r e t he candidate 

rat ed s e xual ab us e a s a neutral variable ( x=3 _1) . Su bjects 

who el ect ed no t to hire viewed the se xual ab use issue as 

more i mp ort a nt in t heir decisi on ma ki ng pr oc ess (x=S. 4 ) . 

The frequency of re sponses on t he se xual ab use fact or according 

t o th e hire and not hire va r i able a re r ep r esented in Figure 1. 

Di ff erences bet we en male and fem ale r espondents who 

de c id ed to hi r e was mi ni ma l on th e sexual abuse facto r . 

Both ge nde r s vie wed s e xua l abuse as a neutral variable (male , 

x=3 . 3; femal e , x=3 . 2 ) (see Figure 2 ) . 

Ma l e su b jects who el ected not to hire view ed sexual 

abu se as an i mpo r ta nt va r iable in their decision ma~ing process 

(x=6 . 3) . Female sub jec ts also viewed sexual a use as impo r tant , 

but not as impo r tant as the male subjects (x=4 . 9) (se e Figure 3 ) . 

The ma jo ri ty of subjects who elected o hire rated dr ug 

expe ri ment a t ion a s a neutral va riabl e (x=3 . 5) . Respond ents 

wh o dec i de d not to hi re viewed drug experimenta ion as more 

impo r tant (x =S . 8) . Difference s be een th e to groups can 

be s ee n in Fi gur e 4 . 

Female respondents who ould hire conside re d the drug 

l ( - 3 8 ) hile mal es viewed expe ri me ntat i on factor as neutra x= · , 

l· t 1· mportant (x=4 . 6 ) (see Figure 5) . a s sl i ghtly more 

Both ma l e s and females who decided not to hire rated 

. · mportant variable in their decis i on 
dr ug e xperim e ntat i on as an 1 

- 6 4 · females, x=S . 6) (see Figure 6) . 
making process ( males , x= · , 



CHAPTER 4 

Discussion 

The results of this study i ndicate t hat the majo rit y 

of respondents would hire the applicant and not view sexual 

abuse as an important factor . Ho we ver , the se xu al abuse 

fa c tor was viewed as a negati ve pe r son a l attribute by the 

respondents who would not ir e the cand ' date for the day 

care worker position, t us supporting t he ypoL hes · s tat 

hav ing ex perienced sexual abuse is vie 1 ed as a egat · ve 

pe r sonal attr ib ute wh · c re~ ates t o negati e ea 0ations 

of the person as a desira _e em : oy ee . 

A gende r difference as e ec te c i , : . e ca :e r y o 

pe r sons who viewed sexua ab use as e : 

deciding not to hi r e he can dida : e c- f"', - ... e ca :a r e OS~ ion . '-' l -
an iri o. ta ... ar ab e , Wh i le females viewed s ex u a s e 0 e L 

males tended to ie s e x a _ a •se as 

The author chose t o a a l - e "'e 

he Sae a e -. as : ~e se variable n 

Responden s ho o 1 

a o r : 'Tl o :- t211 : a riab . ..... . ., 

c :- ~g e : e :- .:. , e : a : C 

pos i ion viewed drug e 

neutra l va riabl es . 

. t- . er e _a -

e i mpo ta ce 

an se a: a us e as 

ex e :-: e :a:i o 

and sexual abuse ere r- e a. os : 

-as why not o hire tea , - 1 a - · 

0 

The gender differe nce a a : 

pe rs ons who vie ed dr ~ e . oe :::-: 

i n deciding not to ·r e t e ca 

,• 2 s e: e : : e : e 

· a s h P ~ . e, :2:2. c ---

· 2 Ca~re ate o :- : , e 

es 

a egory 

portan 

e . 



Po sition . While fem a l es vie wed drug 
experimentation as 

l· mpo r tant , mal es te nded to v1·ew drug 
e xperi menta t i on as 

ver y i mpor tant . 

It i s in t ere st ing to no t e th e similarities be t ween 

th e re sponden t s on t he s e xu a l abuse an d dr ug exp e r i mentat i on 

va r iab le s beca us e of t he diffe r e nc es of th e candida e hav ing 

or not hav in g cont r ol over t he a tt ri but es . ,e candidate 

had no cont r ol ove r bei ng s e xually abused . I t was not 

her c hoo s ing to be abu s ed . The cand~date · d ~ave cont r a 

ove r e xperimenti ng with dr ugs . I was a ac ti vi y in I ich 

sh e c hos e to parti cipate . It is · nterestin t~at bo : h 

at tr ibu t es we re imp or ta t 

hir e t he ca nd idat e r egardles s o c er c : avi~g c t r o 

ove r be i ng abused ye t 

with drugs . 

I t is also impor an a no te ta: se 1... : a~~se r a ~e 

he dec . si on not t o ~:re t"ar tea highe r in making 1: ca t 

hav in g no e xp e ri ence o ing ' lL c~ :: ~:e r . 

who would h i re , no experienc e ra nK e 
h: 

abuse . The gr oup o r e s , o n e ;: s ,\ ", c •, : L : I., " :: : 

mo r e empha s i s on t he a pp i can 

abus e tha n hav i ng no ex er · e ce 

d e xper · me tat i o em pha s i s on r ug 

: .e r :uo 

s e ua: 

:a ce 

13 

esen .. st u y _ c:ca:e soc ie: ' s 
The r esults o th e 

Sexua lly ab used attitude s t oward 
:cti s 

th e manner i n which t ey 

As stated earli e r in th e 

ie1 an / or 

a er ' s er 

a 

pe rs o 

ay ar ect 
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the victim 1 s self - perception . The verification of negative 

societal attitudes toward the victims would thus bear clinical 

importance concerning treatment of the victims and educating 

th e public . Other studies are needed in the area of examining 

societal atittudes toward sexually abuse victi s o further 

prove or disprove the results of the prese 

to investigate gender differences w c 

stud y and 

ay e xis . 



CHAPTER 5 

Summa r y 

The purpose of t his researc h was two - fol d . On e was 

to examine the literat ure con cer ni ng the ps ycholog i ca l 

i mpact of intrafami l i al ch i ld s e xual ab use on females and 

to disc uss the differe nt tr eatmen t mod alities available 

for t he vic t i ms a nd t heir families . e ext oort: o of 

the pape r incl uded an origina resea~ c s : ucy exa~ : n:~ 

the soc i etal a tt i tudes t o fema e i : : i rns ~ c :r :~ c s ex ua ~ 

abuse . 

that child sexual abuse inf ~c : s on 

negat i ve effec~s includ e fee i n;s c 

e a :e .:. c :> s . 

anger , betrayal , an depr essi o- . 

from withdrawal to de s 

of ch ild sexual abu s e . 

feel ings and 

r ela tionships 

ehavi or s are 

i 0 e :- s , 

th e victim th r oughout , e 

d :cc : - · . : 5 ' ~ sc:: .:. a: s- :.:: s , ,.. ... ,._ u - .. ... - .. 

' . h . h - a~•, ~.• 2'°'_u e s e i...: a .... :. : , 1" : : 

Ano ther effect o f c h ' - s e ua _ a ~se ~ 

self - perception wh i ch a n 

of o thers o the ic '"' i W C 

perception of her s el 

this paper ea l 

victim . 

vi 

r 

Treatment o c . d se ua l a 

5 

e 



area i n ps yc ho t herapy . The psychological impact of the 

abuse is addressed th rough several different treatment 

modalities which may incl ud e one or a combination of the 

following : indi vidual , famil y , grou p , mari t a l , ar t , or 

dyad t herap y . Treatment of t he vict i ms o c ild s exua l 

ab use also may include assisti ng t he vi c t · ms on responding 

to others who may view the m diff eren l y by he lp i n t hem 

t o gain a highe r le vel of s e lf - es t ee 

The present st udy examined s oc i e al a ~- t des t o fe a e 

vict im s of ch ild se xual abuse . 1 ile the sex 1 a~ ab se 

va r iable was not imp or ta nt i n akin 

the app lica nt, it wa s i por t ant i 

to not hi r e her . Bei ng s ex ua y a use 

to dr ug expe rim entation f or 

hire the appl i cant . Ge nde 

this group as well . 

he resp o 

e :- e ces 

e de c : s:cn : o ~: re 

:-a 1ke secon 0 l 

e ri: s w 0 ',~OU : ;',Q 

,•1e ~e etec ed ; 
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Other studies ar e r eco e ded ' ~ : 1 :s ~ea o :- esea rc LO 

fu r the r t he under s ta ndin g o s c · a e:-c:e · ons c " se •a 

abused females . such r esea ch · i · ec ca : 

the publ i c a nd t r eatin g e vi s of c , :' se ua : a se . 
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Table 1 

per cent ages of Sub j ects Who Wou ld Hire and 
No t Hire by Ge nder 

Gende r 

Ma 1 e 

Female 

Mae 

Fema e 

Total 

Tota 

o e . I =80 ; \,j 

Hire / ot H:.. :::-e 

Hire 

r:.. ::- e 

" r ... - : - •· 
• V • 
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Table 2 

compa r ison of Means on Each of t he Variab es by Subjects 
Who Would Hir e 

Var i able 

Exc ellent Refere nces 

Sin ce re Des ire 

Favo rable I mpre s si on 

High G. P . A. 

o Expe r ience 

Drug Expe r imen t a ion 

Sex ual Abuse 

A a rs 

Diva ced 

ea 

7 . 3 

6 . 5 

s . -

r... • , 

!.. • 

3 . , 

.., . 

22 



Tab le 3 

co mpar i s on o f Means on Ea ch of t he Variables by Subjects 
Who Woul d Not Hire 

Variable 

Sin cere De s ire 

Exc elle nt Re f ere nces 

Favo r ab le I mp ressi on 

High G. P . A. 

Drug Expe r ime nt at i on 

Sexual Ab us e 

o Expe r ien ce 

A a irs 

Div or ced 

ean 

6 . 

5 . 

5 . 3 

,. 
'- . 

5 . 3 
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FIGUR E 1 

~r equenc y of Responses on the Sexual Abuse Factor 

Acco r di ng to the Hire and Not Hire Variable 
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FIGUR E 2 

Frequenc y of Responses on th e Sexual Abuse Factor 

by Those Who Would Hire by Gender 
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FIGURE 3 

Frequenc y of Responses on the Se xual Abuse Factor 

by Those Who Wou l d Not Hire by Gender 
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FIGURE 4 

Frequency of Responses on the Drug Experimenting Factor 

According to the Hire and Not Hire Variable 
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FIGURE 5 

Frequency of Responses on the Drug Experiment ing Factor 

by Those Who Would Hire by Gender 

1 5 

14 

1 3 

12 

1 1 

10 

9 
IJ) 

w 
IJ) 8 
z 
0 
Q_ 7 
IJ) 

w 
0::: 

6 

5 

4 

3 

2 

0 

• .. .. .. 
• • . . . . . . . . . . . . • . 

• . 
• . . 

• . 
• • • 

• • • • • . 
• • • • • • • 

2 

Not 
Important 

• • . . 
~ ... 
• •• •• • • · .... • 

3 5 

e trc l 

R TI 

. . 
• . . . . 
• • . 
• • . . 
• • . . 

6 

. . 
• • .. 
• 

e 

• • . . 

7 

r a 

29 



FIGURE 6 

Frequency of Responses on the Drug Experimenting Factor 

by Those Who Would Not Hire by Gender 
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INFORMED CONSENT STATEMENT 32 

The purpose of thi s investigation is to study the attitudes of the 

communit y concerning appropriate candidates for a Day Care job . Your 

responses are confidential . At no time will you be identified or linked 

to your responses . Yo ur name will appear on this fo rm only . It wi l l not 

be on your response sheet . 

The potential hazards wh ich may occur from par tici pat ·on in this 

research are at a minimum . You may experience an emot io a response but 

it should not be harmful in any way. Your participa ion is comple ely 

volunt ary, and you are free to termi nate your part ·cipa ·o a any i e 

without pena lty. 

The scope of t his project will e exp ained o you upo cope on . 

Also the resul t s of thi s study will be ava ilable upon eoues . 

Thank you fo r your cooperation 

I agree to participate int e presen s u Y ~n 
supe rvision of a faculty membe. o e Depa r e 1 

Peay State Unive rsi y. I have been infor 
5 or both , about the procedures to be ~ lo er 

or ri sks wh ich ma y be i nvolved . The in e n 
any fu r t her inquires I may have re~~r~i 9 _ e proce 
that I am free t o terminate my part c1pa 10 a a Y 
or prejudice and t o have all da a obta ·ned ram e ~ 
s udy and des troyed . I have also een old a Y ~ 
result from my par t i ci pa ion . 

AME (PLEASE PRINT) 

SIG ATURE 

DATE 

y 

e 



33 
The fo l lowi ng in fo rmat ion is a brief des • t · 

fo r t he posit ion of a Day Care worker . This ~~~~o~on_of a P~rson applying 
f children ages 2-4 for 40 hours/week Your t k will be i n charge 

of the Day Care Center is to read over . this peas ,as a bo~rd _member 
~ake the deci sion t o hire or not hire her . rson s description and 

Aft er you fin i sh read ing the description pl 
that follow . Pl ease do not write your name 

0
~ th~as~ ans~er the questions 

insure anonymi ty . i s arm in order to 

APPLICANT DESCRIPTION 

Ji l l i s a twent y- four year old Caucasian fema le She h b h 
1 • · l f • · as a ac e ors degree in so~io og~ r~m an accredite? school i n the mid-west . Wh ile 

in school, Jill maintained a grade point average of 3.8 and was act · 
in he r sorority. She has no wo rk experience wi th chi ldren but he r ive 
references _were ~xcellent and she made a fa vorable impress ion during 
the first in t er view . 

Ji ll is the second child in a famil y of t hree and is the only daughter . 
Her father died in an au tomobile accident when she was fou r years old . 
Wh en she turned seven , her mother remarr i ed . This ma rriage lasted for 
six years . Jill was sexually abused by her step- father from the age 
of eight until she was thirteen. 

Ji ll married at age s i xteen and di vo rced at age eighteen . During 
the two year gap before she began college , Jill had several affairs 
and began to experiment wi t h drugs. She al so ga ined a considerable 
amount of weight . 

At the age of t wenty, Jil l began t herapy . She lost weight and 
gave up he r newl y acquired vi ces . She now feel~ much better about herself 
and i s ready t o begin her career. She loves children and really wants 
to work with them. 

QUESTIONS 

Is Jill a good candidate for t he posi tion? 
Would you hi re Jill? 

CIRCLE THE APPROPRIATE NUMBER 

If you would hire Jill it would be because : 
1. She made a favorable i mpression. 
2. Her references were excellent . 
3. She had a high G. P.A. . 
4. Of her si ncere desire to work with kids . 

Not 
Impor tant 

2 
2 
2 
2 

If you woul d not hire Jill it would be because: 
2 1. She has no experience . 
2 2. She was sexuall y abused . 
2 3. She i s di vorced . 2 4. She has experi mented with drugs . 
2 5. She had affairs . 

AGE: 
GENDER : M F 
CLASSIFICATI ON : FR so JR SR 

CIRCLE ONE 
Yes 0 

Yes 0 

Very 
eutral I par ant 

3 5 6 7 

3 4 5 6 7 

3 4 5 6 7 

3 4 5 6 7 

4 5 6 7 3 
3 4 5 6 7 

3 4 5 6 7 

3 4 5 6 7 

3 4 5 6 7 
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