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ABSTRACT

In a time that radio stations throughout the country
are having a difficult time staying on the air because of
financial reasons, a rural community in Northeast Montana
pulled together to purchase the local radio station to keep
it from bankruptcy. This thesis is a case study of KATQ
Radio International in Plentywood, Montana.

This paper discusses the history of radio as well as
the history of Plentywood and the radio station. One
chapter focuses on the need of the community to keep KATQ
because of remoteness, human nature and necessity of
communication, news and entertainment in such a rural
region. The events that took place in the actual transfer
of ownership from holding a Radiothon through the legalities
with the Federal Communications Commission are also

discussed.
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CHAPTER I
INTRODUCTION

Many radio stations throughout the country are having a
hard time making it financially. Article upon article has
been written concerning the financial difficulties these
stations are facing (Viles, 1992; Bunzel, 1992a, 1992b;
Brown, Sukow & Sheridan, 1991; Bunzel, Foisie & Cobo, 1991
and Foisie & Cobo, 1991); however, few of these articles
offer suggestions on how these stations can save themselves
from becoming another statistic in the records of stations
that have had to go silent. This investigation examines a
rural community in Northeastern Montana that pulled together
to save the only daily source of local information they had
and kept their station on the air.

This study explores, specifically, one alternative that
small town radio stations have to going silent because of
financial difficulties. This thesis is a case study of KATQ-
AM-FM Radio in Plentywood, Montana.

To set the stage for this case study, it is necessary
to examine the history of radio covering its invention and
growth through its decline of popularity and financial
backing due to the competition of television. Because the
financial downfall of radio has occured in more recent
years, journal articles were used to research this aspect of

today’s small town radio.



The bulk of research done for this paper came from
personal interviews with various people in the Plentywood,
Montana, community. Interviews included KATQ'’s station
manager, the chairperson of the board of directors of KATQ,
as well as selected listeners. The station’s public file
was examined as well as news clippings that were printed in

the community’s weekly newspaper, The Plentywood Herald. To

paint a picture of this rural Montana community for the
reader, various historical references were consulted as
well.

By looking at this information, it was possible to
determine exactly how important radio is in a small town as
a method of communication and not just as a source of
entertainment. These data also provided ideas on how other
stations having financial problems may be saved.

This research is of utmost importance in today's
society where small town radio stations, as well as some
larger city stations, across the country are finding it more
and more difficult to make ends meet and stay on the air
(Jessell, 1992). The obvious answer is more advertising
dollars; however, because that alternative is not always
possible, this thesis will suggest another approach.

Using the Plentywood community, which pulled together
in a time of need to purchase KATQ thereby saving its life,
other stations with similar problems and needs may find a

community-owned radio station a healthy substitute to going



silent. Despite pessimistic attitudes of the Federal
Communications Commission (FCC) as well as neighboring radio
stations, KATQ-AM-FM became community-owned February 1,
1992, (see appendices A and B) and is well on its way to
thriving days (Nielsen, 1993). It is hoped that this paper
will offer ideas to other communities, similar to
Plentywood, for ways to keep their stations. In.small
communities where television is not local and the local
paper is printed only weekly, radio is an undisputable

asset.
Research Questions

1. What are the various reasons that people in a rural
community where electronic media do not come from local
sources, believe that the local radio station is such a
valuable asset?

2. What steps did Plentywood and its surrounding
community take to obtain ownership of KATQ?

3. Once community ownership was obtained, how was it
organized to facilitate a successful station?

4. Are there reasons that people living in a rural
community would have a tendency to make a community-owned
project a success more than urban communities throughout
this country?

The above research questions illustrate exéctly what

the purpose of this paper is. These questions were answered



through personal interviews and historical data and
references from the area of Sheridan County, Montana, where
Plentywood, population 2,136, (Hovland, 1993) is the county

seat (Rlentywood Golden Years, 1962). In rural areas such

as Plentywood, many residents are isolated on farms and
ranches. Radio, as the only daily source of local area news
and information, suddenly becomes an extremely important
community resource.

This investigation examines the steps that were taken
to create KATQ-AM-FM, the community-owned radio station of
the Radio International KATQ Broadcast Association also
known as RIKBA ("KATQ Radio holds," 1994). This paper
offers possible alternatives to other radio stations that
are in trouble financially and are considering going silent.
Community-owned radio may be the answer these stations are

looking for.



CHAPTER II
LITERATURE REVIEW
An Historical Look at Radio

To understand radio as it is today, it is necessary to
look back to see the chain of events that brought a
listening audience from technically minded tinkerers
building transmitters in their garages to the elaborate,
extensive means of communication that radio has become.
Radio and broadcasting, as we know them, developed over a
large period of time through trial and error with a
combination of sheer coincidence.

Before looking back, it may be important to understand
that broadcasting is a means of sending out sound and
pictures by means of radio waves through space for reception
by the general public (Head & Sterling, 1990). The
beginning stage in the development of broadcasting was the
evolution of radiotelephony, the transmission and reception
of sound via radio waves in the very early years of the 20th
Century. It was a combination of the discoveries and
inventions of electricity, telegraphy, telephony, and
wireless telegraphy that made this first stage of
broadcasting possible (Smith, 1985).

For nearly 20 years, technical tinkerers put together
haphazard transmitters and receivers in basements and
garages, attempting to communicate with other tinkerers via

5



radio waves. In the spring of 1920, Frank Conrad, an
amateur radio enthusiast, updated from tinkerer, used a
receiver and transmitter located in his garage in
Wilkinsburg, Pennsylvania to play phonograph records over
the air (Smith, 1985).

Although Conrad was only transmitting as a hobby, mail
started coming in from people who had home-constructed
receivers for Conrad to play particular music at particular
times for their listening pleasure. Conrad spent the summer
of 1920 conducting a regular evening show (Smith, 1985).

Word of Conrad’s broadcast to other homemade receivers
reached Harry P. Davis, a Westinghouse vice-president who
saw the immediate opportunity in selling already made,
simple-to-operate receivers to the general public. Radio
stations could then be created to supply programs on a
regular basis (Smith, 1985).

Conrad and his crew supported Davis'’ idea and on
November 2, 1920, KDKA(AM) Pittsburgh, went on the air as a
U.S. Department of Commerce licensed station to broadcast
the presidential election (Smith, 1985). There were
probably between 500 and 1,000 listeners (DeFleur & Dennis,
1985). Those listeners were among the first to learn that
Warren G. Harding had won the election over James M. Cox,
and broadcasting was on its way (Smith, 1985). As Reed

Bunzel (1991) wrote, "At that moment, the nature of
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America's politics, sports, entertainment and information- -
in fact, its whole future--was forever changed" (p. 27).

KDKA’s story typifies what happened with other radio
stations joining the airwaves during approximately the same
time period. Technically minded people who built
transmitters as a hobby found themselves programming on a
regular basis (Smith, 1985).

Technically, radio was on its way, but financially
there was a barrier. No one had discovered a way for
private enterprise to make a profit from broadcasting
entertainment and news. Various proposals were discussed
such as allowing American Telephone and Telegraph (AT&T) to
own all transmitters and having the broadcasters pay for the
use of the facilities. Another suggestion was that wealthy
individuals should endow stations as they endowed libraries
and museums (DeFleur & Dennis, 1985).

The turning point came in 1922. A few stations sold
time to advertisers--a real estate company advertised
property for sale on Long Island, then a cosmetics firm
sponsored a program. Within months, radio stations across
the country were turning to commercial sSponsors for
financing (DeFleur & Dennis, 1985).

By the end of 1920, the Department of Commerce had
issued 30 licenses with 28 more issued in 1921 (Smith,
1985). With 10 percent of the homes in the United States

having radio receivers in 1925, it became apparent that
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radio was leaving the hobby stage and making drastic changes
toward the better. Improvements abounded: commercially
manufactured radio sets were available at department stores,
loudspeakers replaced earphones, and AC current operation
made it possible to use household electrical outlets instead
of short-lived batteries (Smith, 1985).

Licensing was on the increase and in 1926, 528 stations
were on the air throughout the nation. They were
broadcasting through 5.7 million radio sets to an audience
of 23 million people weekly (Bunzel, 1991).

Radio audiences consisted of all realms of life:
businessmen, homemakers, factory workers, grandparents and
children. They all hurried through the evening meal so as
not to miss anything the AM dial would send across the
airwaves on any particular night.

Veterans of the era still can remember, while
others can only imagine, the vast theater that unfolded:

", . . every night as the characters and places and

heroes and villains of radio brought laugher and tears and
joy and sorrow, each emotion ’'brought to you' by Wheaties or
Bromo Seltzer or Lucky Strike or Lady Esther Cosmetics"
(Bunzel, 1991, p. 27).

In 1930, radios occupied 46 percent of American homes.
The economic depression had some effect on radio set sales
in the early 1930s because the little money people had went

toward food, clothing and shelter. However, sales increased



again in 1933 as the average cost of the receiver dropped
and people realized that radio brought hours of
entertainment into the home at relatively little cost
(Smith, 1985). "By the middle of the depression decade,
radio penetration had increased to 67 percent of all homes.
People also began to put radios in their cars" (Smith, 1985,
p. 37). As Jamieson and Campbell (1992) point oﬁt, the
development of a mass media such as radio, coincided with
the United States’ growth into an industrial, mass, affluent
society.

World War II was taken into the homes of America
through radio with events being reported as well as on-the-
spot coverage. The public listened to the radio and relied
on it as an important source for the latest news of the
world conflict. The percentage of radio-equipped homes
soared and by 1950, 95 percent of all homes in America had
at least one working radio receiver (Smith, 1985).

Thirty years of trials, victories and tribulations
brought the listening audience a long way from the home-
constructed transmitters and receivers in garages across the
country. However, after World War II radio faced an
unexpected challenge: the growing popularity of television.
Profits in the radio industry began to drop and so it had no
choice but to adapt (DeFleur & Dennis, 1985).

That adaptation took the form of emphasis on

information and music with less attention on dramas and
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comedies. The networks and national programming began to

decline which forced radio to become a more local medium
with independent stations playing local programs, local news
and local sports (DeFleur & Dennis, 1985).

DeFleur and Dennis (1985) suggest that radio as a
medium will never die despite the financial woes of
particular stations. "Radio reaches people when a color
spectacular on television would be out of place, or when
reading a newspaper Or going to a movie is not an
alternative. Furthermore, it is unlikely that this role
will be taken over by another medium" (p. 147).

The people in the Plentywood, Montana, community agree
fully with DeFleur and Dennis. That is one of the reasons
they pulled together to save the local radio station that

had its own unique history.
An Historical Look at KATQ Radio

During the first week of June, 1962, the first FM radio
station in the state of Montana went on the air with 20
watts of power and the call letters KPWD-FM in Plentywood,
Montana (Nelson and Nelson, 1987). The station was
originally built and owned by Ed, Clair and Keith Krebsback
of Sidney, Montana, and Morris and Mary Lou Nelson of
Plentywood. Mary Lou Nelson took on the role of station
manager while Morris Nelson was named chief engineer.

Morris had a First Class radio-telephone license that he had
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earned after taking a six-week course at the Elkins School
in Dallas, Texas (Nelson and Nelson, 1987).

Initially, the station featured a multiplex service in
addition to the regular broadcasting facilities. The

multiplex put uninterrupted music into Plentywood businesses

for a monthly fee.
According to the Nelsons (1987):
The Sheridan County people accepted KPWD with mixed
emotions. Of course, their AM radios did not receive
KPWD'’s signal; this meant that to receive the new
station’s signal, residents had to buy a radio that had
an FM band . . . and even then reception in the rural
areas left something to be desired. But, where else
was Sheridan County’s local news available on a daily,
hourly, or minute to minute basis? (p. 227)

Sheridan’s Daybreak II (Aashiem, 1984) mentions that the

radio audience in Sheridan County adapted quite well and in
the long run their patience was rewarded as the radio
facilities improved.

In late 1967, the station was sold to Empire
Broadcasting of Baker, Montana, who managed the station on
an even keel until January 1, 1975, when it was again sold
to Bill and Cheryl Stallard of Stallard Broadcasting. It

was during the Stallard ownership period that KPWD went

through some major changes. paul Harvey and the ABC Radio

Network were picked up to air beginning in April, 1875. In
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September of 1979 an AM frequency went on the air at 1070
MHZ with the call letters KATQ-AM and 5000 watts making it
the most powerful station in Northeast Montana (Aashiem,
1984) .

The FM station was also given the new call letters of
KATQ-FM, retiring the letters KPWD. Stallard, a big sports
fanatic who had been awarded Montana Sports Broadcaster of
the Year numerous times, named the station after the local
high school mascot, the Plentywood Wildcat. At that time
Plentywood had the most powerful radio station in
northeastern Moﬁtana reaching over 200 miles in some
directions (Nelson and Nelson, 1987) (See Appendix C).

"Automation equipment was used at KATQ-AM for the first
three months of operation with a middle-of-the-road format.
The automation equipment was sold and the station went
country music" (Nelson and Nelson, 1987, p. 288).

In January 1986, Boswell Broadcasting purchased both
KATQ stations. They were sold again in 1988 to Joy Fanning,
an individual who had begun her employment at the radio
station as a news person in 1982 under Stallard’'s reign.
Even though Fanning had the title of news person, little by
little she worked into every area of the station (Fanning,
19929 .

When Fanning took ownership, she also took over an
enormous debt-load, approximately $300,000. 1In fact, Bill

Boswell had been ready to turn the keys over to the bank.
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Fanning (1992) says, "At that point I really could not stand

to see this community lose the radio station. The whole

idea bothered me tremendously. So, I said, ’'Bill, let me

try. Please just let me try. 1I'll take a shot at it.’ I

wanted to keep the radio station here. I didn’t want to see

it close."

KATQ was destitute of financial help at the time
Fanning offered her services. However, the struggle to stay
on the air had begun in the years prior to her take over.

The station’s problems began in the late 1970s and
early 1980s when the AM transmitter went on the air to join
the original FM station. Although some of the debt that was
passed on to subsequent owners can be traced to putting on
the AM, some can be traced to problems following KATQ-AM's
becoming the emergency broadcast station for Northeastern
Montana.

A previous owner apparently failed to put all the
necessary equipment into operation and future owners took on
additional debt to bring the station into full compliance
with Emergency Broadcast System (EBS) standards. That debt,
too, was passed along (Sheridan, 1991).

To add to the problems, equipment needed to be updated
or restored badly at the station. "Much of the debt that
plagued KATQ was inherited, and worse, there was little in

terms of real estate or egquipment to show for it" (Sheridan,

391, p. 33).
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It was one calamity after another when Fanning took
over: glitches, equipment failures, fires, antennas knocked
out by lightning or high winds, with no engineer to fix
them. "The station’s service was interrupted over 150 times
in Fanning'’s first year as licensee" (Sheridan, 1991, p.
83) .

In 1991, Fanning had to make a decision. The radio
station was in more debt than ever and equipment still
needed updating. Her love for radio was not enough to help
it out of the dilemma it was in. She went to the community
leaders for help. The mutual suggestion seemed to be to
keep the radio alive in Sheridan County and so Fanning began
looking for alternative measures (Fanning, 1992).

One of those alternatives proposed to change formats.

A religious broadcasting group had heard the station was in
financial trouble and made an on-site visit to Plentywood.
They were very interested; however, the programming would
have been totally different if it were to go religious and
Fanning didn’t feel it would be fair to the community to
change the radio station format which had become so popular
(Fanning, 1992).

With religious programming there would be no commercial
advertising, ". . . so you've cut out that avenue for your
business people, which in turn means they are going to take

it elsewhere (the advertising)--out of city, out of town,

out of state" (Fanning, 1992).
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Suddenly there would be no basketball games or football
games broadcast and certainly not much news, such as the
Northern Agricultural Network, Paul Harvey or farm and
market reports which are very important to an agricultural
community as remote as Sheridan County, Montana (Fanning,
1892) .

"Somebody told me once I should’ve taken thé money and
run, but I just couldn’t do it, you know. I’'m not trying to
be a martyr, but I just couldn’t do it. I wanted to stay
here and be a part of this and to me the next best thing,
well not the next best thing, the best thing, was to go to
the community," said Fanning (1992).

According to Bob Mann, president of Plentywood’'s
Chamber of Commerce, KATQ holds the community together by
keeping people in touch with events happening in the local
area. Because of their remoteness, Sheridan County and,
therefore, Plentywood, only have access to North Dakota
television stations which do not carry any Montana news,
only weather. Without the ability to advertise on local
radio, Plentywood’'s business people would take their
advertising to other communities which in turn would hurt
the economy of Plentywood. The people of Sheridan County
would be devastated if the radio station were gone (Mann,
1982} ,

The following chapter will go into more depth on Mann’s

thoughts to explain the reasons the people of Sheridan
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County have become so dependent on KATQ to include
remoteness as well as the KATQ’s unique programming
structure. To paint a better picture, the research will
also briefly review the history and geographic area of the
northeastern corner of Montana of which Plentywood is the

heart.



CHAPTER III
THE PEOPLE’S RADIO
Plentywood, the Heart of Northeastern Montana

Community-owned radio: it is an interesting thought.
Why would people of a community think a local radio station
was so significant when there are often so many to choose
from?

In Plentywood, Montana, that is not the case. KATQ
Radio is the only source of Montana news. The television
stations that reach Plentywood only offer news from North
and South Dakota (Bruno, 1992). Radio signals that can be
picked up on the AM frequency come from Canada and North
Dakota and the other FM stations that would give Montana
news come in only on fair weather days and are still full of
static (Nielsen, 1993).

The local newspaper, The Plentywood Herald, is printed

only once a week, each Wednesday, and the statewide paper

printed 350 miles away, The Billings Gazette, doesn’t arrive

until after 10 a.m. Mary Lidahl, (1993) a member of Radio
International KATQ Broadcast Association (RIKBA), explains
that she wants to hear the news first thing in the morning,

SO The Billings Gazette doesn’t help her except to get more

details of a story that she has already heard on KATQ

earlier in the morning.

17
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It's easy to envision why the local radio station is so

consequential to this area. Without it, the community would

not only be isolated physically, but also mentally. "I
think any rural community is proud of being a rural
community, but they still don’t want to lose touch with

everybody else." (Nielsen, 1993)

As the KATOQ Radio International Newletter (1991) points

out:

Information and news is vital to every citizen in

the community, regardless of age. News and information

have daily impact on our lives, providing us with a

vital link to the rest of the State, the country, and

the world. A local radio station in Northeast Montana
is the only real link to the rest of the State, and is

necessary for a strong community. (p. 1)

A brief look at the geographic region and a history of
the Plentywood, Sheridan County, Montana, area may be
helpful to readers who are not familiar with the area.
Without an explanation it may be difficult to imagine the

remoteness of this region.

Patrick Sheridan (1991) attempted to describe

Plentywood’s location on the map. He wrote that it was 50

miles south of the Canadian border with Minot, North Dakota,

being 200 miles to the east. Sheridan pointed out that

Montana's two largest cities, Billings and Great Falls, were
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450 #nd 400 miles, respectively, to the west and that the

closest big city is Minneapolis, Minnesota.

Sheridan got it almost correct. However, Plentywood is
only 16 miles south of the Canadian border and he neglected
to point out that the North Dakota border is only 22 miles
east. In all actuality, the town is almost North Dakotan
and almost Canadian (See Appendix D). Although not nearly
the size of Minneapol?s' the people of Plentywood think of
the provincial capital of Saskatchewan, the Queen City of
Regina, as its closet city, lying 120 miles to the north
(Plentywood Chamber, 1993).

The northeast portion of Montana was the last corner of
the state to be settled. The history of what is now
Sheridan County, Montana, began in the late 1800s with Chief
Sitting Bull of the Assiniboines, who were of the Great
Sioux Nation. Northeastern Montana was the hunting paradise
for the Native American. The Plains were inhabited by
buffalo, deer, wolves and fleet bands of antelope that
passed like clouds before the hunter. Wild fowl filled the
air and beavers blocked the streams (Plentywood Chamber,
1993} .

By the early 1900s, the Indians were on nearby
reservations and cowmen discovered that the same corner of

the state was not only their last frontier but their

paradise as well. The numerous ponds and lakes on the

benchlands and the Big Muddy River with its many sub-
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irrigated tributaries ang rough breaks, provided an ideal

range for livestock. Here wasg Plentiful water; here was

grass everywhere up to the horse’s belly, tall and
nutritious, lush not only for pasturage, but in abundance

for winter feed (Aashiem, 1970 .

As more and more settlers came to the area, they began
to flock to a mutual locale to initiate the start of a
townsite. The locale they chose was one suggested by Dutch
Henry, a notorious outlaw and horse thief of the region.

A well-known story of the area suggests:

Back in the earlier days of the territory, a group
of weary cowboys from the Diamond outfit made camp on a
little creek. They were cold and hungry and not in the
best of humor.

The cook was striving vainly to coax some buffalo
chips into a flame. The dampness, however, brought all
his efforts to naught.

There were some uncomplimentary remarks about the
cook passed around and the general impatience grew
stronger. Finally Dutch Henry, a notorious figure in
these parts, jumped up. "If you’ll go two miles up
this creek, you’ll find plenty wood." From then on, so
the story goes, the little creek was known as
Plentywood.

When a post office was started on the creek about

Ssix miles west, it took its name from the creek and the
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community has been known as Plentywood ever since.
(Aashiem, 1970 p. 587; French, 1987, p. 17; & Plentywood
Chamber, 1983, p. 7)

Homesteaders began to stake out territories, break land
and bring their families out west to a new home. On
September 4, 1912, Plentywood was incorporated as a town
(Aashiem, 1970) with city government beginning iﬁ December

of 1912 (Plentywood Golden Years, 1962). Sheridan County

was created on March 21, 1913, and Plentywood was named the
county seat on March 17, 1917, by the Montana Supreme Court
after a four-year battle with Medicine Lake, a neighboring
town, for the title (Aashiem, 1970).
As the Plentywood Chamber points out in their Visitor's
Guide (18593)¢
We are a young area; a place where buffalo still roamed
110 years ago; where open range was still available to
cattlemen and sheepmen 90 years ago; where the arrival
of the railroad was major news 80 years ago; where
county division was a serious point of contention 75
years ago, and where the discovery of oil some 35 years
ago dramatically changed the economy of this region.
(p. 38)
Daniel N. Vichorek (1993) perhaps summed up the rich

history of the area best while trying to describe a
published historical reference of the town, Plentywood

Portrait: Soil, Toil, and 0il, edited by Jeanne French in
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1987. Vichorek suggested that Plentywood’s history is a lot

more complex than the title of that particular book implied.

According to Vichorek, one could refer, "in approximate

order to Indians, cowboys, outlaws, homesteaders,

Communists, newspaper wars, baseball wars, bootleggers,

moonshiners, pimps and car thieves. All of these things are

past, but the oil, soil and toil remain, at least in part"
(Vichorek, 1993, p. 37).

Vichorek (1993) went on to explain that oil is not
doing much these days because of low prices, and a lot of
the soil is in the Conservation Reserve Program (CRP), which
keeps it growing to grass. Besides saving the soil, this
reduces the toil, although implement dealers and others are

not too happy about it.
KATQ-AM-FM, the Heart of Plentywood

Although the 4,732 people of Sheridan County including
the 2,136 people of Plentywood (Hovland, 1993) appreciate
their rich history, they are perfectly satisfied to live in
a rural Montana town that to some may seem almost boring
considering its radical past. "We occupy a special corner
of this earth and we love it because it is peaceful, safe,
beautiful and presents the true meaning of freedom, space

and community pride" (Plentywood Chamber, 1993).

That is, the people of the community are happy as long

as the local radio station, KATQ-AM-FM stays on the air.
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The station has become the voice of Northeastern Montana,

covering a radive of approximately 250 miles (Plentywood

Chamber, 1993) and the local people would hate to be without

it as Joyce Kane, member of RIKBA, points out, "I believe in
a small community you need to have a means of communication
that is more rapid than a one-day-a-week newspaper" (1993).
Mary Nielsen agreed. "We’'d be without anything that
would do the local news, items of local interest. 1It's
strictly a homebody station. Dogs get lost and cats get
lost. Somebody’s house is on fire. Last year the high
school burned down" (Sheridan, 1991, p. 32). These are
things people in a close-knit community want to hear.
There were others in the community that felt exactly as
Kane did. For example:
The prospect of KATQ-AM-FM Plentywood, Montana, going
dark did not sit too well with the good people of
Northeast Montana. So, instead of lamenting the loss
of local service or blaming the station’s misfortunes
on the slumping broadcast marketplace or the region’s
agricultural woes, folks in Plentywood and surrounding
Sheridan County decided to do something about it. They
bought the station. (Sheridan, 1991, p. 32)
There are numerous reasons that people in the Sheridan
County, Montana, region felt a need to save the local radio

station. One of the reasons Marilyn Overby, a member of

RIKBA (Radio International KATQ Broadcast Association),
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points out is the unique programming the station uses to
keep the community updated on more than just local news and

weather. "It’'s just a real comfort to know there is some

link to know what'’s going on" (Overby, 1993).

Interviews with Joy Fanning, the current
operator/manager/programmer of KATQ, provided much
information on the way the station is managed and operated.
The two full-time and two part-time air personalities along
with a full-time secretary keep the operation flowing with
the guidance of the Board of Directors of RIKBA.

KATQ does ﬁot follow a hot clock, defined by Eastman,
Head and Klein (1993) as a pie divided into wedges to
visualize an hourly radio program format showing designated
sequences and program length. However, they like to say ’'We
live by the clock.’ Everything is very precise. "We've
got three networks that we’re juggling around. We'’re doing
the ABC Entertainment Network, we’re on the Northern Ag
Network and also Jones Satellite Network" (Fanning, 1992).
They keep detailed computerized logs of everything even
though it isn’t required by the FCC anymore.

Fanning considers KATQ an all-around radio station as
opposed to an all-talk, all-news or all-music format. "We
make a tremendous effort to take care of everybody that we

can. We have a very good mix of programming" (Fanning,

1992) . Fanning remarks, "One of the real strengths that

made the community support--doing what they did for this



radio station--was pProgramming. I try to program in a

pretly conservative way. I do it all myself" (1992).

The programming Strategies in a community like
pPlentywood are different from Strategies in other places
because this station may be a person’s only contact with

news, weather, music and community happenings (See Appendix

E). Each weekday begins at 6 a.m. with ABC News, from the
ABC Entertainment Network, which according to Fanning is the
highest rated news organization there is (1992).

This is followed by news from the Associated Press
which gives news summaries for Montana, North Dakota and
Saskatchewan, Canada. At 6:30 a.m. Taylor Brown, the
president of the National Association of Farm Broadcasters,
brings the morning market report and John Pulaski gives the
weather which is programmed both to the farming audience as
well as the city dweller (Fanning, 1992).

The school lunch menu is read a little after 7 a.m.
Fanning says that listeners really depend on this when
deciding if they need to pack a lunch for the kids or not.
She gets many calls if the menu is not given (1992). Paul
Harvey News is aired at approximately 7:30 for five minutes.

Fanning believes KATQ is very fortunate to have his The Rest

of the Story (1992).

"One of the cornerstones of our morning programming 18

the morning devotion time," Fanning (1992) said of the

program she created when she started at KATQ. Different



pastors throughout Sheridan County, Montana, work on a

rotating basis, going into the radio station and taping five

recordings, 3-5 minutes in length for an entire week. After
the devotion for the day has been played each morning, the

hour is rounded out with appropriate music containing

spiritual content. They may play anything from traditional

gospel to John Denver or Emy Lou Harris’ Live at the Grand

'Ol Opry--Calling My Children Home. Fanning admits that

this is probably her favorite part of the morning (1992).

KATQ features other morning programs that may be unique
to a radio station of this type. The broadcast goes live
every day to Randy’s Restaurant and visits with Randy
Matzke, the owner. They converse about different topics,
but what it mainly consists of is a home-style weather
report which is "usually a slight bit crazed" (Fanning,
1992) .

The Hospital Report, a list of admissions and
discharges is also given each day. "This is something that
is unheard of" (Fanning, 1992). According to Fanning,
Scobey, a town 42 miles west of Plentywood with the call
letters KCGM ("KATQ Radio International," 1991), is the only
other station in Montana which does a hospital report.

Local listeners are faithful to this report. They genuinely
care. They want to send cards, flowers, or go visit. 1In

connection with the hospital report is the Stork Report

which is given each day whether a bizEh Bas teien plass o
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not. However, in the case of such a small community a birth

1s a rare occasion (Fanning, 1992).

Obituaries are not normally done on the radio; however,

at KATQ, "we do the whole thing. We realize that this is

very important to people and we’ll always take time to do
that no matter what, as long as I'm here," says Fanning

(1992) .

The biggest show of the day is Minutes with Marilyn, a

live show from Plentywood Rexall Drug Store. Fanning says
that "it’'s a very, very popular program because it’s a real
avenue of communication for everyone in Sheridan County"
(1992) . Marilyn speaks about what'’s happening in the
community on a very personal basis. It is very useful,
especially to the shut-ins and the hospital people. "It
would be a tremendous loss if ever gone" (Fanning, 1992).
Weekend programming follows a different schedule from
the weekdays (See Appendix E). Saturdays have two
agricultural programs which are pre-recorded on Fridays

followed by the syndicated American Country Countdown. At

that point, the Jones Satellite Network takes over and plays
all music from Denver, Colorado (Fanning, 1992).

Sunday mornings have a spiritual theme from 6 a.m.
until 12 noon. Following the morning news, to include area
news, weather, sports scores and winning lotto numbers, the

Renfro Valley Sunday Morning Gathering out of Renfro Valley,

Kentucky, is aired. KATQ is the only station in Montana
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which carries thig particular program. Country Crossroads

out of Dallas, Texas, is next and following that are church

services: Revival Time——Assembly of God, Mass from St.

Joseph’s Catholic Church, and the Plentywood Lutheran Church

service. The Catholic and Lutheran services are carried

live over the telephone (Fanning, 1992).

Although Joy Fanning does not believe in radio images,
she does use the term "Radio International" to describe KATQ
since a good part of the listening audience are Canadians.
In fact, the station’s logo contains both a star and a maple
leaf to symboliée both the United States and Canada
(Fanning, 1992) (See Appendix F).

A profile of the unique quality of KATQ would not be
complete without mentioning the special promotions that are
done each year. The biggest annual promotion is the
Northeastern Montana Farm-Ag Expo held in March. The radio
station brings in everyone and every business that has
something related to agriculture, hosts special speakers and
provides demonstrations. This event gathers enormous crowds
from all over the state and region (Fanning, 1992).

Letters to Santa Claus is also a big promotion. "That
is, without a doubt, behind Farm Expo, our most popular
program of the year," comments Fanning (1992). Santa comes
in live every day for two consecutive weeks during Christmas
and reads every single word of every single letter he

receives in care of the radio station. This program 1is a



29
big hit with children, parents and grandparents alike
(Fanning, 1992).

The program structure of KATQ-AM-FM is definitely

unique and definitely worthwhile for the community the

station holds together. From letters of gratification

received from Virginia Carpenter (See Appendix G) to
Christine Bassett’s comment, ". . . it’s (the radio) a very
important part of this community and without it they’d lose
some cohesion here" (1993), Joy Fanning and her staff
realize how important the local station is. What makes it
even easier for Fanning to work so hard is this comment she
made, "I truly love what I do" (Fanning, 1992).

Indeed, the program structure of KATQ-AM-FM is tailored
for the region, which was one of the reasons the people of
the community felt the station was so important. Had KATQ
been an all entertainment station with a few scattered news
breaks and many advertisements, there is a possibility the
community may not have felt so strongly about saving it.

Then again, the civic mindedness of the people in this
rural area may have contributed also. A sense of community
is strong in rural areas and this often times is a large

reason for the success of group projects in an isolated

area, such as Plentywood, Montana.
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Personal Gratification, The Heart of Plentywood Radio

To illustrate this point further and realize how the

community used in this investigation operates, it was

valuable to consider the political subcultures served by
this radio station. Daniel J. Elazar, a political
scientist, says that our nation is made up of three major

political subcultures that exist side by side or may even

overlap (1972).

All three are of nationwide proportions, having spread
in the course of time, from coast to coast. These political
subcultures have been termed individualistic,
traditionalistic, and moralistic, and if used correctly will
point out why people of particular regions have the tendency
to perform acts in the way they do and particularly show
which people are more concerned with personal gratification
and which are more concerned with civic mentality (Elazar,
1972) .

The individualistic culture emphasizes the centrality
of private concerns, placing a premium on limiting community
intervention into private activities to the minimum
necessary to keep the marketplace in proper working order.

This political culture is mainly composed of personal

gratifiers. A person’'s first responsibility is to himself

(Elazar, 1972).

The traditionalistic political culture reflects an

older, pre-commercial attitude that accepts a substantially
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hierarchical society as part of the ordered nature of
things, authorizing and éxpecting those at the top of the
social structure to take a special and dominant role in the

community and government. This culture believes that

legitimate people are the leaders and others are simply
followers (Elazar, 1972).

The moralistic political culture is surrounded by a
strong civic mentality. People tend to get involved
politically and in other activities for the betterment of
the commonwealth. The politicians as well as the general
public conceive of politics as a public activity centered on
some notion of the public good and advancement of the public
interest. The people of a community contribute to the
benefit of the community itself (Elazar, 1972).

Plentywood, Montana, lies in the middle of a moralistic
subculture (See Appendix H). That is one of the reasons the
people of the community felt the need to pull together in a
time of need to save the local radio station.

People interviewed in Sheridan County agreed with
Elazar’'s work. Christine Bassett (1993) said, "There is a
real pioneer spirit here, in the literal sense, of helping
one another. I think it’s from the fact that families were

settled here in hard times when they did have to look out

for one another and that is still here."

Joy Fanning (1993) also agreed. "When you live in this

part of the world, if you don’'t take care of each other, you



32

die." Fanning f iti
g felt positive that the moralistic attitude of

the community made the difference and that community-owned
radio may not work in other parts of the country that don't
have a civic mentality.

After reviewing the remoteness of Plentywood as a need
for the radio, the uniqueness of the programming as a desire
for the radio and the nature of the people in the region as
a willingness to keep the radio, there are two more reasons
that people in the area may have contributed time, effort
and financial backing to keep the station alive. These
reasons are based on Harold Lasswell’s (1948) functions of
the media.

During the 1940s, media scholars were beginning to
think about and do serious research on the role of mass
media and their function in society. Among these scholars
was Harold Lasswell, a professor of law at Yale University.

Lasswell noted three functions of the media:

1) surveillance of the environment, informing the audience,
2) correlation of the components of society in making a

response to the environment, selecting and interpreting

information, and 3) transmission of the social heritage of

generation to generation, increasing cohesion in soclety

(Lasswell, 1948). Some of these functions are utilized

every day by KATQ listeners.

For example, Kane, Overby and Lidahl (1993) all

mentioned the news, state, local and national, as their main
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reason for listening to the radio. "It is just a real

comfort to know there is some link to know what’s going on,"

commented Overby, while Lidahl added, "I really feel that

it’s important that we have the area news." Mary Nielsen
(1993) even commented that although many people don’t
appreciate the country music format KATQ has, they listen
simply to hear the news.

The above reflections are examples of Lasswell’s
surveillance function that informs and provides news to the
audience. This includes news that the media interpret as
essential to the economy, society and the public such as
day-to-day weather conditions, stock market reports and
traffic updates (Severin & Tankard, 1992). According to
DeFleur and Dennis, (1985) surveillance simply gathers and
distributes information.

Another media function that is common in Sheridan
County, Montana, is the social inheritance function. It
allows the media to communicate information, values and
norms not just from one generation to another but also from
the members of a particular society to its newcomers. The
social inheritance function serves to increase the cohesion

in a society by creating a sense of commonality 1in 1ts

members. The members feel that they aren’t alone and have

something in common with other members of the same society

(Severin & Tankard, 1992).
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Christine Bassett moved to Plentywood in 1987 after

spending much of her life in England. Bassett didn’t listen

to the radio when she first moved to Plentywood and found

that she didn’t know what was going on. "Things would be

happening and I wouldn’t know about them. Then someone told
me the secret to knowing where to go and what to do in
Plentywood is the radio station" (1993).

Melvin DeFleur and Everette Dennis (1985) put all
Lasswell’s information together and said more simply that
the media serve the function of informing, influencing,
entertaining and providing a marketplace for goods and
services. These are all functions that the Plentywood and
surrounding community desperately need and functions that
KATQ-AM-FM offers.

No matter what the individual reasons for keeping KATQ-
AM-FM alive, Joy Fanning says that people really do feel
close to the station. She receives many calls and letters
from listeners (See Appendix I, J, K, and L). "I'm sure it
happens other places, but I kind of think it happens more
around here" (Fanning, 1993).

Obviously, there were a variety of reasons that the
people of Northeast Montana wanted to keep KATQ on the air.
The next chapter will go into detail on the steps that were

taken to make the transition from KATQ owned by a private

citizen to KATQ owned by the community.



CHAPTER IV
PLENTYWOOD, MONTANA'S PURCHASE OF KATQ-AM-FM

Once Joy Fanning, former owner of KATQ Radio, decided
to go to the Sheridan County community for help, the ball
began rolling and nearly everyone pitched in to help keep

the station on the air. Mary Nielsen, chairperson of the

board of directors of Radio Internation KATQ Broadcasting
Association, Inc. (RIKBA) described it as a fantastic coming
together of the community (1993).

About two years before anything was done officially,
people gradually became aware of the financial problems.
Fanning was using old, worn out equipment parts because she
had no money to buy new and this circumstance caused the
station to be off the air many times in her first year of
ownership (Nielsen, 1993).

A small group of interested parties and friends became
concerned about the possibility of losing the voice of
Northeastern Montana KATQ-AM-FM. Mary Nielsen (1993) said
that Bob Mann of the Chamber of Commerce was Vvery interested
in keeping the station going as was the Economic Development
Committee. Nielsen saw the distress in the radio station
while doing radio promotions for the local WIFE Chapter,
Women Involved in Farm Economics, ("WIFE elects new,” 1993) .

This is when she chose to get involved.

35
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Community leaders held Sseveral meetings to make a

decision on what could be done. During the same time, Mary

Nielsen had written the Governor of Montana to see if there

would be help through the Department of Commerce.

"They
called me and there was nothing available there. They were
sympathetic, but. . .» (Nielsen, 1993). Joy Fanning had

already contacted the SBA (Small Business Administration)
and learned that they don’t get involved with radio
stations, newspapers or rental properties. They felt radio
was a political entity and could have too much influence one
way or the other (Fanning, 1993).

It was eventually decided that the community should
make an effort to form a corporation, non-profit in the
state and for-profit federally, that could pay off the large
debts and assume control of the radio station.

Informational meetings were held in the surrounding
communities of Sheridan County, explaining what had
happened, and the strong possibility that the station and
its services could be lost. Each community formed its own
core group to support the effort as people began to realize
what was happening (Plentywood Chamber, 1993).

At a public forum in Plentywood, Mary Nielsen led the
campaign to save the station by suggesting the idea of a
Radiothon to bring in donations (Bruno, 1992). After much
discussion and a telephone call to the Federal

Communications Commission (FCC) to make sure a fund-raiser
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would be legal, it was decided to go ahead with the plans

(Nielsen, 1993).

Interviews were taped with nursing home residents;
school children were alerted; various methods of publicity,

utilizing not only the radio, but a great deal of support

from the newspaper, were used. Surrounding communities set

up their own call-in groups, since calling into Plentywood

often involved long distance calls (Plentywood Chamber,

1993) .
KATQ Radio distributed a newsletter/flyer stating:
KATQ Radio International is presenting a proposal to
all concerned citizens of Sheridan, Daniels, and
Roosevelt Counties and Southern Saskatchewan. The
proposal will be to raise the required capital to
eliminate most of the existing bank debt and to
eliminate any and all problems concerning capital
improvements required to remain in FCC compliance. The
end result will be public ownership of KATQ
International Inc. and all of the outstanding shares of
stock. ("KATQ Radio International, " 1991, p. 1)

The newsletter also clarified how the Radiothon would

work by letting the community know that the bank, the County

Attorney, The plentywood Herald and local private concerned

citizens were working together in full cooperation. This

group hoped to raise sufficient funds to recapitalize the

station and keep it on the air.
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Hopefully, 1250 shares of Stock can be sold at $200

per share. However, donations of any amount will be

welcomed and all funds will be Placed into an escrow

account, and all will be returned in the event that the

effort to save the station fajlgn ("KATO Radio

International," 1991) .,

Details were arranged and the fund-raising began. Many
volunteers assisted at the Radiothon which was held in the
Sheridan Room of the Montana National Bank on September 7,
1991 ("Strong Response to," 1991). Telephone lines were
connected, with shifts of volunteers manning the lines and
the computers. Large charts were mounted on all four walls
of the large room on which all of the donors’ names were
written as they phoned in with pledges.

Musical talent performed; volunteer personalities
manned the microphones; people donated coffee and cookies;
the Alta Vista Cafe sent in chicken dinners for those who
worked the Radiothon through the lunch hour; children called
in to challenge each other; grandparents pledged money for
their grandchildren; visitors danced to the music, drank
coffee, visited, and Plentywood’s own Golden Girls performed

a skit.

At the end of a very tiring day, over $142,000 had

either been pledged or already donated. "The amount of

henomenal for this
money raised in that one day was pretty P

part of the country" (Fanning, 1993). "People love this
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.O station," 1
vadd Fanning tolg Debra Bruno (1992) in an

interview.

People in this area make their living from the land,

put the past two decades have been hard--there have been far

more years with droughts ang grasshopper infestations than

years with rain and bumper CIOps. Produce prices are lower

than they were in the 1950’g" (Sheridan, 1991, p. 32). That
didn’t stop the local people from knowing the importance of
their radio station and the importance of keeping it on the
air.

Mary Nielsen said, "We had kids opening up their piggy
banks; we had one senior citizen in the nursing home give
$29.45. It was probably all the lady had. We had three
people in one household--each of them gave $5,000. That was
our largest contributor" (Sheridan, 1991, p. 33).

Since the committee felt that it would take over
$180,000 to get the station out of debt and make the
necessary repairs and improvements, there was some
hesitation about going ahead with the original plans
(Plentywood Chamber, 1993). An article was printed in the

Plentywood Herald urging the public to attend a meeting to

determine what the next step would be.

The article stated:

We have sufficient funds to 9o ahead with the purchase

of the radio station, but not enough to improve and

' t. This is a most
update vitally necessary equipmen
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difficult decision--do W& go ahead, as over 1,000

supporters have indicateq that the corporation should

do?

-

It means that we will be continuing to hope for
the additional amounts necessary to purchase equipment
necessary to keeping the station on the air. The

committee is still looking at options, but we don't

want to start out with a heavy debt load when equipment

breaks down. ("KATQ Radio Future," 1991, p. 1)

Many members of the community attended that meeting
with positive résults. Creditors were contacted, and the
bank agreed to do some rearranging of finances in order to
help KATQ. Mary Nielsen said the problem was that the fund-
raiser didn’t draw enough money to pay the debt. "And
psychologically, I think because of the way in which we
raised money, everybody that we owed money to accepted less"
(Nielsen, 1993).

"All of these people knew that, if we went bankrupt,
they weren’t going to get any of their money back or very,
very little of it" (Nielsen, 1993). KATQ had originally
owed $300,000, but was fortunate enough to have that amount
reduced to $180,000. In order for the bank to justify

helping KATQ to their bank examiners, an exchange took

place. The radio station 1is paying back part of the bank

loan with 11 years of free advertising for the R —
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then they buy extra advertising anyway. It has worked very

well" (Nielsen, 1993).
At this point, the legalities of the whole transfer of

ownership began. Fanning contacted a communications

attorney in Washington, D. C., Robert Jacobi, under the

recommendation of a friend of hers who said 'He’s one of the

best.’ Jacobi handled the entire transfer himself (Fanning,

1923] .

Although the FCC’'s permission was required for the
transition, "the FCC has really not said anything one way or
another" (Fanning, 1993). They were astounded that a
community would pull together like this to save a radio
station, however. Mary Nielsen (1993) said, "They're a
rather stuffy group."

Robert Jacobi worked as a liaison between KATQ along
with the people of Sheridan County and the FCC for several
months. He took care of all of the paperwork and everything
went quite smoothly under his guidance. Fanning (1992)
remarked, "Had we not had him I would have hated to see what
kind of road blocks the FCC would have thrown up."

She went on, "We went through all the channels, did it
all the right way. I’'m sure they (FCC) probably looked

twice at it, but I’m sure with Mr. Jacobi leading the way,

there really couldn’t be any objections. The FCC iS ey

bureaucratic" (Fanning, 1992). They did require that all the
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f
s of the people that gave $200 or more had to be listed
with the FCC files

name

(See Appendix M) .

News of the community that was in the process of buying

the local radio station Spread throughout the country and

donations began to flow in. a retired NASA engineer living

in Great Falls, Montana, donated his services to reconstruct

equipment and even help with smaller catastrophes over the
phone. Group W, an affiliate of the Westinghouse
Corporation, sent some excess equipment worth almost $6000.
Even Robert Jacobi who had been so intrigued by such a
unique case, cut his rate in half (Nielsen, 1993).

After all the necessary paperwork had been taken care
of, including the Contract for Sale and Purchase (See
Appendix N and O) and the application for a new station
license (See Appendix P), the time came for the transfer of
ownership.

It was a difficult time for Joy Fanning although she
does admit that it has really been better in the long run
because now she isn’t under all the pressure. "The biggest
struggle I had was just giving it up because it had meant so
much to me. And I had tried too hard. I had dedicated my

life to the radio station trying to keep it going" (Fanning,

1283) .

On February 1, 1992, Radio International KATQ became

Radio International KATQ Broadcasting Association, Inc.
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-AM-FM
KATQ belonged to the community of Plentywood, Sheridan
County, Montana (See Appendix A ang B)
Although Fanning stil] takes care of daily functions of

KATQ-AM-FM, a board of seven directors was elected to handle

the business end of the station. They take great concern

with the financial situation with Mary Nielsen commenting

"We count pennies, literally. Nobody spends anything. This

was part of the trouble before. Money was being spent sort

of indiscriminately" (1993).

After its second anniversary of being community-owned,
KATQ was functioning fine with donations still coming in
periodically. The board sends out letters to members to
keep them updated on happenings and adjustments. Often they
ask for small donations to sponsor the sports broadcasts or
similar events (See Appendix Q and R). These donations help
keep the station afloat (Fanning, 1993).

In her 2nd Annual Meeting Report, Mary Nielsen said:

"The station could not have survived in private
hands. The generosity and many donations of time and

talents has been overwhelming, and an indication that the

area believes that KATQ is a vital part of the community"

("KATQ holds," 1994, p. 1).



In a time of a stagnant economy, hesitancy in the

banking world and competition from other media, radio

stations throughout the country are having a difficult time
making it financially. Although nothing is different in
rural Northeastern Montana, the local radio station is
thriving thanks to lots of time, effort and support from the
people of the community.

The purchase of KATQ-FM-AM by the local people through
their donations was a unique scenario and one that the FCC
doubted would ever be a success. However, what the FCC did
not know was the kind of determination people can have when
it comes to retaining something that they find
irreplaceable.

The purpose of this thesis was to provide the answers

to those stations that might consider going to a community-

owned scenario. The story of KATQ is one that may be able

to be replicated. It was an answer with which the people of

Sheridan County, Montana,have been thankful and happy. They

welcome any station that needs financial help to follow 1in
their foot steps and keep radio stations across the country

on the air.
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Kane (1993) suggested that if there were more stations to

chose from, people wouldn’t feel the need to help one that

was floundering.

Christine Bassett (1993) agreed. "In a large area

there is always more than one and I don't think they need it
(radio) for information the way we do. It’'s almost like a
lifeline." 1In fact, Mary Nielsen did receive a phone call

from a radio station in the Boston, Massachusetts, area

asking for suggestions. Although she told them the steps

bt
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that had been taken to become community-owned, she also

-

mentioned that "I don’t think what we did will work

rr
-

ere
(1593 ,

Joy Fanning (1993) has also received calls. Radio
owners have called from as far away as Michigan and Georgia

% < " - 1 ey La E
to closer-to-home stations such as Sidney, Montana, located

4
Q.
(ad
o]

el
O
e
O

85 miles southwest of Plentywood. Joy offer

Sidney and help. They are a larger area than Plentywood,

~y | @ g ] f 4
but had been off the air for weeks before they called fo

assistance.

Fanning (1993) offers this advice:

i i £ u want this O WOrK,
You have to give it up. If Yyou
i u’ not willing to do
you have to give 1t up. If you're
} u have t ive it over
that, it’s not going to WOIK. You have to g
!
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lock, stock and barre] . Basically you're giving over
your whole livelihoog. And if you’re not willing to do
that then it’s not going to work because people are not
going to support a private entity. 1It’s either going
to be community owned or it’s not.

She contin i d i
ued, "you'’re tossing your feathers in the

and hoping you land okay." KATQ-AM-FM did land okay

Although it was hard for Fanning to let go of the

station, she does know that letting go released her from a

great burden. Now she can concentrate on producing programs

the listeners appreciate like the air show and public

affairs.

care

Even though Robert Jacobi did a fantastic job taking

of the legalities of the transfer of ownership and

smbothing the way, Joy Fanning points out that the whole

process did get very complicated. It took close to a year

and the people involved definitely need to be dedicated from

the beginning in order for the transfer to take place.

Radio is a vital part of any community, metropolitan or

rural. It wakes us up in the morning, drives us to work,

provides background during the day and drives us G, eSS

As mentioned before, DeFleur and Dennis
radio will never die as a medium.
Color spectacular on television would b

when reading a newspaper OT

(1985) suggest that
nTt reaches people when a
e out of place, or

going to a movie is not an

alternative" (p. 147).
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It is a dismal day when any radio station feels that

the financial burden is too heavy and decides to go silent

rather than struggle to stay on the air. It is hoped that

this thesis will provide answers, hope, and understanding
for radio stations across the country that need assistance.
Community-owned radio may not be the only answer, but
it certainly is an alternative and if nothing else will
spark new ideas and pgrceptions in owners’ minds when they
are losing hope for a failing station. As Patrick Sheridan
(1991) pointed out, "as far as radio is concerned, in spite
of drought and hard times, it’s still a wonderful life in

plentywood." It is possible for other communities to feel

the same way.
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LAW OFFiICES

_ COHN AND MaRKS

' 1

STANLEY § WLUSTADY " TRANK wIGGINS o SUITE 600
STANLLY B COMEN mARK L PLLESH ARCUS COm 1333 NEW HAMPSHIRE AVENUE, N. W
MCHARD M. SCHMIDT, IR J BRiAN DL BOICT Ltomanp
JOLL W LEVY ALLAN ROBEAT ADLES imaney WASHINGTON, D.C. 20036-1873
ROBCRT B JACOD!
m:l.:‘:‘:zou SUSAN Y SACHS TELEENDNERO?]T0D 3080

"
VAN D YOLNER APRIL MECLAIN DELANLY CABLL COMA® waASHINGTON D C
LAWRENCE W COMN JOMM B PRIVPTS Ny TILCECOPMILR (202)29) 482
MCHARD A MELMICR MELINDA & Smimn(h
BRIAN M MADDIN MICHELLE ™ SmaNAwAn®

wavmg COY. JR

SHEMBL PUNNSTLVANIA BAS Ouyr SRt o
AL

(202) 452-4810

February 4, 1992

Ms. Mary Nielsen
302 Hazel Street
Plentywood, MT 59254

Dear Mary

Enclosed herewith is a copy of our letter to the
Commission reporting the assumption of control of the
stations by Radio International-KATQ Broadcast Associ-

ation, Inc. The enclosed letter must be placed in the
stations' public file.

I shall prepare the ownership report and forvard it to
you for completion and signature within the next few
days.

Sincerely
=\
W

Robert B. Jacobi

Enclosure
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STANLLT 8 COnEN ARE L BLLLY -.-’;“"'"‘ 1333 NEW HAMPSHIRE AVEN

MICHARD M SCHMIDT UR  , BRiAN DL BOICE uo-:-‘:?-: VE.N W
J0tLm LEv ALLan ROBERT ap cn ansy WASHINGTON, D.C. 200361573
R00CAT B JaCOM!

a0Y * AUSS0 4

20NALD A SILGLL SUSAN Y SaCws CLEP=0OnNE 12221 29) 000

‘AN D vOLWER APRIL meCLAn DLLaNE" CABLE CO™AR ma§mnNGTON 2 ¢
LAWAINCE ® COmN JOm™ B PRlYPvy Ny v ae, s
RICHARD A wELWICR wLLINDA & Saimngn CLECOmiEm 2021 29) <02

ORAR M MADDEN ICmELLL ™ Jeanamant
warng COv U®

TMEMBUS PCnNgT VAN 808 Onyr

oeecr fR02) 452-4810

February 3, 1992

BY HAND DELIVERY

Ms. Donna R. Searcy

Secretary

Federal Communications Commission
washington, D.C. 20554

Dear Ms. Searcy

By Commission Staff action of January 13, 1992, the
Commission gave its consent to the assignment of licenses
for stations KATQ and KATQ-FM from Radio International-
KATQ, Inc. to Radio International-KATQ Broadcast Associ-
ation, Inc. ("KATQ Bdcast Assn."). The purpose of this
letter is to report that the assignee, KATQ Bdcast Assn.,
assumed control of the broadcast facilities as of
February 1, 1992. The address and telephone number of
the new licensee is:

112 Third Avenue East
Plentywood, MT 59254
(406) 765-1480

Yours very truly

Robert B. Jacobi

bcc: Mary Nielsen
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Sask., Canada

24 Hour Port ol Entry

Port of Raymond, USA
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- oo« KATQ ¥ oo

e — DAILY PROGRAM SCHEDULE — "
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>

Paul Harvey News
... Navonal Farm Repont

.. Paul Harvey News
... Moming Devobons

150 pm. Benson Quinn Report Sa(u[day Sunday
152 pm ....... Rocky Mountain Sports Report tam Z ABC News
200 PiMnsssyesss i ABC News 6o0am ABC News  60Sam...MT News - Weamher - Spors - Lomo Nos
s0Sam.__ MT News 70am. . ABC News
208 P ceee.. MT News i T AV = ive 708am P
300 pm....oiiiiiiiennn.... ABC Nows e __ ABC News 70am. oo _ Renkro Valley Gathenng
30S pm.....occcoiiiiiiiieeeen.. MT News MT News atam ABC News
400 pm .. .... ABC Nows ABC Spora 804 am Counvuy Cr d.

405 pm._...Paul Harvey - “Rest of the Story” --- Pau Harvey - "Rest of the Siory” 830am Revival Time

900 am ABC Nows
905 am... Minutes With Ma Live Talk News
! ntyn{Live ) 100 Pilfiasiinsineains Market News Summary oS am. MY,
30 A . Today In History y 90 M — County Roads
T . . Livenwex Matlier Open 4720 pomo . ABC Spons i 10:00 a/m. _Mass trom St. Joseph's Cathobc Church
425 pm <. Stockmarke! Summary 1230pm. .. eemeiem oo Paud Harvey News 11:00 am ___ Plentywood Lutheran Church Service
s 500 pm....... . ABC Nows 1245pm ... ... Sanrday Marke! Roundup 12:00 noon ABC News
- MT News & Weather 505 PM..c. i MT Nows 100 pm. ... ABC News - MT News - Weather (Hourly) 1205pm MT News
Coﬂ-fT-m- (Fn) (Live Talk) 600 pm...... .. L ABC N 600pmM oo o ABC Nows - Sign-Ofr ;zpm.---u_-____-.-; _____ mu:;
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M
S D.
I
Mi M

Moralistic

[ Individualistic
T: Traditlonalistic

Nots: Where two letters are juxtaposed, the flcst indicsted the 1

daminant political subculture snd the tecond, the principal

secondsry subculiure

Alaska and Hawail omitied for lack of data.

|
OKLA.
T
]
AL

f‘

9 Plentywood

Source: American Federalism: A View from the States by Daniel J. Elazar, copyright © 1966
by Thomas Y. Crowell Company, Inc. with permission of the Publisher. ‘



APPENDIX I

71



) zar 9(,—)&0 _

HLJJL&/ ) ) a@. c-Jo
¥ 7"*“ 42
MM ‘7’“""? 'oé)% wd 414&,*7;«.‘1[\‘ L““d

CERCM o g et
W&mwf,w _ &)L e s
o//f /’A) fu,uL,}« y&v/ull
/“' W’ "’)m A '
_,&»&m_, //Mauu.u .,52 M\_‘_

/CerWw;Af W /?U_' ?
/ 0 M,/@«c% mwvﬂ)jﬁ/w
P b e e o8 s

B s, /Mﬂ Lhese /:,M.o.x/rm_



APPENDIX J

73



ereelil go el T oK 2l e
zé;z; L Ol Zaama A AT

t i ol e e . P9 ot A
- : Ao o lipl L .,‘j’w"—v
e e

- gt e

2B L 7”,.;&/&66/”"“"”"7" ’
M/,{,{Tém



APPENDIX K

75



| | W= J1- )55/

ﬂ&fzmww Friday PP

| ol ) \ gy ]
wiliale ot~ Popie dig dop f i,
Vit et ST
b 0 s Bectests Ve 42T
Coiffod otolor i P dae_ acra
/1/& A WL i&%«mﬁf—%(ay

/:Qw mﬁi o Tk



APPENDIX L

77



fa-hm,

on O Sadoin \S\) Vo w&)}mgw
)p(.sb X A\ VK Y- \_ |

S \N)NYJJ)Q ) &~ ;\]T—L,-—-q_-.;-_._ CQMJC t

Sy eaits Com3
B oy S

—\
l ) b:fr.‘

h';.'\'\\- ‘k{.t\\
M) " ¢ ——
AS\A):".«»&\' \M&‘;L\
Ao W8

Sitay, M ST



APPENDIX M

79



EXHIBIT 3

Radio International-KATQ Broadcast Association, Inc.

is a non-
profit corporation comprised of members of the community. A member

is entitled to on vote for each $200 contributed.

The list of mem-
pers and votes is herewith attached.

With respect to the identification of memberships under the
heading "Anonymous" (a total of 11 persons), the contributors
req;“es“d anonymity. Nine persons purchased one membership each,

one person purchased two memberships each and one person purchased

10 memberships. None of these individuals are officers or direct-

ors.
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JENBEN, TRUDY & NORMAN

JOWANBEN, LEORA : ::::::::::
JOHNBON, ALVIN & LORRAINE i knuu,-""‘
JOMNBON. BETTY & LE8 i NBGE
JOHNBON, CERMARD s REHTP
& MEMMEUSH|pg
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JOMNSON. PHILLIE & MAYNARD \ .u.“‘"'"
JUSTICE TRUCKING | MEMBL s
RSHIP
KAAL. EMILIE 35 MEMDLRSH)| py
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EANE. DR. BOD & JOYCE | MEMMERSH (P
EANNING. BILAS & MARTHA | MEMBERgH|p
KEELE, PAT. RICK. CHRISTI. o WMARYI MENDLMgH[p
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LAGEBQUIST, MILDRED I MENAEBEHIS
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LARSEN, MELVIN ) NENBLRSHIP
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LEE, ABNOLD & BETTY | MEXBERSKIp
LEE, BETTY | NI EMBMIp
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LEE. MENBY & GENEVIEVE | MGLASHIP
LEE. WILLIAN & AGNES | MENSEASHIP
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LORD, JANS T I
LOUPE. LAWRENCE & BLANCHE T I
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NIELSEN, OVE & MARY
MLMDERS)(| ps

SODEBQUIST. DALE & TONI

RSHIPS
BONS OF NORMAT npas

H
::::.uvl‘;l:“:u. 3 MEMMERSHIps 300 wwpgy
. ALLEN & CINDY | MEMDERSK PLINTvO0L
NIEOLAIBEN, 803 & Jumy | MamMDERs P P.o. mox 3y BAGuR o
NORBO. WALT & JULIA 1 Nl.nun:::P PLLNTYWOOD wr
NORDHAGEN, MILO. LOUISE & MARK m‘“m: PLENTYWOOY [
NORDWICK, TOM & JILL | MEMBERSHIp BOX 134 MEDICINE Lany T
NORTHEAST WIFE (MARY JEAN WALIKON) MEMBERSH X 513 WESTBY o
NYBY, BILL & DIANE b WEABENBH Ly PLENTYWOOD T
OLBON, CHESTER & BEV | WENBERSHIp RESERVE T
OBKA. BICHABD HCR 276 mox 33 badun T
! MLMBERSHIP viaThy
OVERBY, CURTIS & MYRT | MEMBERGH[P vi il
OVERBY. ELTON & AUDREY . 30X 1134 STaY Wt
= | MBWERSHIP g, MAR ANTELOPE
OVERBY, GORDON & MARILYN | MDMDENSHI P RON " WT
; RT. NTYW00D
OVERBY, JOHN & BELLA | MwEaskip 3 I BOX 1133 bl o wT
PEDERSEN, LORRAINE & JUNIOR 1 MDWERSHIPS u:: NORTH mAIN SLinTruves T
PETERBEN, CLARENCE & THORA | MEMBERSHIP 3, 116 BOX 33 b wr
PETERSEN, RAY 313 moageTe L
| MEMBLRSHIP PLENTYWOOD T
PETERBON, MARJORIZ & WARD LMMBERSHIP 333 k. s PLENTTWOOD -
PIONEER MANOR | MEMBERSHIP  mamoLp " PLANTIWOOD st
PLAISANCE. CORA | MEMBERSI(IP SRNILVA PLENTYWOOD T
g MT. PIONLER manoR
PLENTYWOOD CASLE T V | MEMBERSHIP  3ox 133 FEENTY00D M
PLENTYWOOD CHAMBER OF COMMERCL  § MEMBERSHIPE /o COLLEEN 3 PLENTTWOOD wr
PLENTYWOOD GOLF CLUD | MEMDLRSHIP  p.0. wox 397 UNDSTED PLENTwOOD "
PLENTYWOOD HARDWARE | MEMBERSHIP PLENTTWOOD wr
PLENTYWOOD LIONS CLUB 3 MEMBERSHIP PLENTYWOOD wr
PLENTYWOOD REXALL 10 MEMDERSHIPS 119 NORTH MAIN PLENTTWOOD wr
PLENTYWOOD VIBION CLINIC | MEMBLRMHIP PLENTYWOOD T
PRAIRIE BTATES COOP | MEMDERNHIP PLENTYWOOD wT
PRESCOTT. ART & JANE 3 MEMBERBHIPE 311 BOUTH JACKSON :::::::oop Ly
PWD HORSEBHOE CLUB (BENNY LEEI | MEMBELRSHIP aid
BADONS, MARVIN & MABIE | MEMVERSKIP  BOX 163 mr:m wer
RANDY 'S RESTAURANT | MEMBERSHIP PLENTTWOOD ::
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RASMUBBEN, JACK & THELMA | MEMBERSHIP  RT. 1 BOX 48 ANTELOPE wr
BABMUSSEN, MAX & FLORENCE | MEMBERSHIP 410 L. DOUNDARY PLENTWO0D wr
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RESERVE BAR | MEMBERSHIP RESERVY »r
RESTOREX - CORPORATE OFFICE | MEMBERSHIP PITTEOUAGH Pa
RICE OIL | WEMBERSHIP 123 L. 18T AVE. PLANTY™OOD wT
RIDENOUR., ALICE | MEMBERSHIP PLENTTWOOD 33
BOBINBON, JOAN & GENE | MIMDERSHIP 410 POPLAR PLENTTWOUD wr
BOMSTAD, ADOLPH & DORIS | MAMBEMEWIP 31D JEFFERSON PLENTTWOOD wr
ROMSTAD. BUIZ & SUZIE | MEMDERSHIP 118 N. POPLAR PLENTYWOOD wr
BOVIG. LEE 3 MIMBERSHIP  BOX 48 oUTLOOL wr
BUED'S BUPER VALU | MEMBLRBHIP PLENTTWOOD T
BAMPOEN, ARLO & HELEN | MEMBERSMIP  BOX | BADl "t
BAMPEEN, RICK & MANY | WMEMBERSIIIP  BOX 33 . BaAdMAR wr
SCOTT. BODERT | WEMBERBHIP oUTLOOK wr
BELVIG, BOALD & AGNES | MEMBERSHIP  BOX 176 OUTLOOK Wt
BHEAR. CO. BTOCKMAN'S ASBN. | MEMBERSNIP nm:::b :
AHERIDAN COUNTY ABBTRACT CO. | MINDERSHIP 311 NORTH MAIN PLENT ® =
SHERIDAN COUNTY FARMERS UNION | MEMBERSHIP Wm 2
SHERIDAN COUNTY NFO 3 MEMBERSHIPS 5 " o
BHERIDAN DENTAL CLINIC 3 MEMBEASHIPS TOM & MART LIBANL .‘W.K:m.‘ S 1
SHERIDAN ELECTRIC CO-OP | MEMBERSHIP s pmeaetie o
SMERIDAN READY MIX | MEMBERSHIP  BOX (14 el il
SHERIDAN SHEET METAL | MEMBERSHIP SLENTTIION p
BHERIDAN BNO-TRAVELERS | MEMDERSHIP Gasoon o
BINCLAIR DISTRIBUTING 3 MEMBERSHIPS BOX 433 i "t
BMITH PANMS | MEXSLASHIP » MEDICINE LAKE T
SMITH. BEBBIE & JURDIE | MAMBEMSHIP  BOM 62 [ Ve VN ] »t
BMITH. ED & JULIET | MEMBENSHIP BEDSTONE L
SMITH, LEONARD & SELMA 3 MEMDERSHIPS MEDICINE LARE NT
BMITH, LUCY | MEMBERBMIP o. Bux 164 MEDICINE LAKE WT
SNYDER, LOWELL L. 1 mlwn" :“,‘ - PLENTTWOOD wt
SNYDER, VIVIAN & BUTH 3 MEMBEASHIP N PLENTTWOOD e
| WEMBERSHIP  BON ANTELOPE wt
3



SORENSEN. GILBERT L ETHEL

1
SORENSEN. MARTIN & KAREN ; :::::::::
SPAABECK. MARY | MEMBERSHIP pscie o
SPOLLIL, HOWARD | Miussasniy ANTLLp, s
8T JOBEPHS ' MEMBERGH[p u‘): LY PLENTYVOGp i
8T. JOHN'S WELCA | MEMBERSH[p ws Mbtrooy o
STATE FARM INSURANCE S MDXERSHIPS pran BRENSDAL ::mmm i
STATES. BUN & PRINM | MEMMERSKIP g g b CERI SLovyg um' o
BTATES. BUD & PRIMROSE | MEMBERSH]p I-.» 1osox g u:ﬂmop "t
STONLM. HELEN. VERNON. CORDON & B3 woimpgmsuips @ OF 3 ua:ml =
STONER, MABEL & RAY 3 HBLRSHIPE  yoy nmh“ "
STRAND, JERRY & DONNA | MDORRSHIP g ETY) i w0 wr
- 8. o0t
STRAND, OLGA | MAMBLRSHIp e "t
SUNSET & ORPWEUM THEATRE | MEMBERSMIP  Compom 4 g it wr
:::: :t:: e LA ; ::::""" P LY mizises PLDTrvsos :
TANDE AUCTION BERVICE ) nuu:::::. ::-- wr
TEIGEN, BOBEMT & LINDA | MAMBLEIHI P :‘;:'|:‘:l 04 .“":'““ :
THOMPBON, MYRTLL & GORDON | ML P b0 max 300 MTELert =
THOMNWOOD COMY. I R Mat e s . =
THULSEN FAMMS [NC. | MAMBLRBHIP LTI -
THUEBLN LAND & LIVESTOCK | MDGLAKIP 80X . GBEC Tetaga it -
THUSBEN, JERRY & NANCY | MAMBLRSHIP MR | pox [ e
TOMMEBUP. ALVIN & BETTY | MEMBERSHIP Ml -
TONG. BOY | MIMBLRSHIP VisTar -
TORGERSON. RODERT | MAMBERSHIP 313 wmowmor sy ::Nu -
TOWN OF WESTDY | MIMBERSKIP ntn:““ r
TRONBON, MORRIB & ALMA | MEMBERSMIP 303 W 18T avy Pl wr
TVEDT. VERN & MARY |OMIMBERBKIP 310 WigMLand o
T™EDT, RNUT | MDLRSHIY RETTee .
WEPICINE LAkl Wt
UELAND, BON & ANN | MIMBERENIP  BOX 113 Joatpiing el
URDAML . BTANLEY & LOUISEK 3 MEMALAENIPE e LT wr
VALLEY MOTOR (TP TY TR MTIese =
VETS CLUD BINCO |OMBMBERENIP  CMARLIE MANBOS PLINT TGS -
vIw 10 MEMBERENIM PLANTTVOOS -
VIW LADIES ALXILLARY POST 4018 | MEMBLROMIP [T — -
WAGENBON, DUANE & DOROTHY I MEMBARANIP 43~ ML PLANT reecd -
MAGNILD. ORACE 3 MAXBERENI P amest -
MALBN. BMABON, DOUGC & BONB | MEXBLRRNIP LT Pwacd -t
MANG, OLB & LAURA | KBMORRENIP  BOX 1IN [T "
MANG, RAYMOND & AUDARY | OMEMBERSNIP  WANG POLLED WERETOASM P reasd -
MANEEL. WANDA & BOB | MEMBLASNIP  BORX 1Y (VR .t
WAAD, BERNT I O MAMBERANIP PLANT TVOSS -
MARE. BOCKY | MEMBERSMIP  BORDERLAND PMOTOLAA MY soonin "
WIST. DICK & JBAN | OMEMBERBMIP  BOA 334 aTLeod -
WESTBY BCHOOL DISTRICT § OMARBERANI P wieTe -t
WESTBY BENIOB CITIZENS | MANRERANIP wiaTet -
WISTAY, TOWN OF T T T T wieTHY :
WESTERGAAD, MILE | MANBERENIP PTG B
WESTCAAD, BICMARD & RENETTA IO MANBANANIP  WCR BTH BOR 47 wiaTt el
WIEDEBUSK. JERBY. JAN, JABON & JOI MAMBERBIIP bie mOOVEN PTG =
WILBON, BILL & BANTH | MAMBERAMIF 184 N malw PLANTTVGSS
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LAW OFFICLS

COHN AND MARKS

STANLEY § BEVSTADY " raAna widGIng or covmsgy SUITE 800
pramiey 8. COntR HAREL PLLIIN “ARCUS COmn 1333 NEW
aiCHARD M. SCHMIOT_UR U BAIAN DL BOKCE LEORARD n manay HAMPSHIRE AVENUE. N
20EL . LYY ALLAN ROBCAT aDLER WASHINGTON, p s 1 W
SOBLAT B JACOB! — . -C~20015.|,73
207 @ BUSSO )
eonaLO A DIEOEL LAUREE M BLOON TELEPuONL (207
s 0 vOLNLR SUBANY SaCny AL CoRlR 191 3000
LAmRLRCL W CONN APRIL MECLAIN-DELAREY WASmNGTOM b ¢
mCwaRD A MELMICK JOWN R PRITPYRINY TELECOPIER (202) 203 419
palan u MADDEN MELINDA R BRinN(A

cor.om
Ll DIRECT Diay (202) 452-4827

December 31, 19931

BX _HAND

Ms. Mary McDonald

Federal Communications Commission
Room 349

1919 M Street, N.W.

washington, D.C. 20554

Dear Ms. McDonald

Pursuant to our telephone conversation of Monday afternoon,
December 30, I am enclosing herewith a copy of Exhibit B to the
document entitled “Contract for Sale and Purchase of Radio
International - KATQ, Inc.” The payment will be “all cash.” While
the Contract for Sale and Purchase reflects the deposit of
$100,000, it is my understanding that the “Radiothon” raised
somewhere between $140,000 and $150,000.

Sincerely

Robert B. Jacobi

Enclosure

bcc: Joyce Fanning
Mary Neilsonv
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EXHIBIT B,

ABC Radio Network
A.S.C.A.P.

Allstate Tower

Associated Press

Bill Boswell

B.M.I.

Darvis Accounting

Jones Satellite

Farmers Union Insurance Co.
Linda Knick

M.D.U.

Music Korner

0'Toole Law Firm

Personal Lenders (computer)
Security State Bank
Southern Trax Productions
Advanced Research

$ 300.00
1624.40
175,00
9060.85
$750.00
557.14
370.00
6187.30
120.00
6000.00
46.99
34.91
75.00
2304.00
60,000.00
1105.00
230.12

—_—

$93,940.71



APPENDIX P

89



LAW OFFICES

COHN AND MARKS

STANLEY § NCUSTADT N. FRANK WIGGINS OF Counsey SUITE 500

STANLEY 8 COWEN HARKL, PELLIN MARCUS Conn 1333 NEW HaM PSH

AICHARD M. SCHMIOT.JR  J BRIAN OE BOICE LEONARD H_ Manks WA IRE AVENUE, N W,
JOLL K LEVY ALLAN ROBEAT ADLER SHINGTON, p C.20036.,

ROBEAT 8. JACOB! 5713
a0Y R AUSSO SMIMBER ILLINOIS BAR ONLY T

RONALD A SIEOEL LAUREN 4. BLOOM S*MEMBLR MARYLAND BAR ONLY ELEPHONE (202) 203.3000

1AN D VOLNER SUSAN'Y. SACHS CABLE COMAR-WASHING TON

LAWRENCE N COMN APRIL MCCLAIN-DELANEY Yeie .D.c.
RICHARD A. HELMICK JOHN R PRZYPYSINY® COPIER (202) 2934827

BRIAN M. MADDEN
WAYNE COY, JR.

MELINDA X SKINNER®®
DIRECT DIAL:
(202) 452-¢810
November 26, 1991

BY FEDERAL EXPRESS

Federal Communications Commission
Mass Media Services

P.0. Box 358350

Pittsburgh, PA 15251-5350

Dear Sir/Madam

On behalf of Radio International-KATQ, Inc., licensee of
stations KATQ and KATQ-FM, Plentywood, Montana and Radio
International-KATQ Broadcast Association, Inc., proposed
assignee, there is herewith transmitted an application
for assignment of the station licenses -- together with
FCC Form 155 and a check in the amount of $1130 to cover
the Commission filing fee.

Also enclosed is a self-addressed, stamped envelope for

your use in returning a stamped copy of the first page
of this filing.

Yours very truly

Robert B. Jacobi

Enclosures

bcc: Joyce Fanning
Mary Nielsen



APPENDIX Q

g9l



KATQ

INTERNATIONAL

July 28, 1993

Dear friends and members,

As many of you know, the KATQ FM upgrade

reali.y. It was a long ang ) is finally a
sometimes dj i

struggle, but at last the FM is op the air alnsdheirte:}ng

places we'd never thought possible. eaching

! KATQ FM coverage
blankets all ‘of Sheridan County, with few except?onsno‘-’
we've also received reception reports from Grenora, ND, and
from some areas of Southern Sask. '

. Unfortunately some
Sheridan Cognty homes still have difficulty with re'ception
due to ‘their 1location either behind a hill, or 1low in a

valley. However, according to our engineer, Tony Cuesta,
this problem can be corrected in almost -all cases with the
simple addition of an FM antenna, available at the local
Radio Shack Store or it can be installed by Nielsen's
Satellite Service for a very modest charge. If you have
questions, please call me, as we want everyone to be able
to receive the new FM Stereo sound.

None of this would have been possible without your
support. However, many vital improvements must still be
made in order to continue to bring you the information you
need on a daily basis. Specifically; we have recently had
to purchase the other half lot adjacent to our s.tudxo
location in order to install yet another satellite dish -
this one to receive the Northern Ag Network with Taylor
Brown. The Ag Net goes to full satellite broadcastxng gg
August 1, and in order to carry programs such as mgst
Pulasky's weather, market reports, .etc., we also iz
install new satellite receiving eAqu1pmentl.d Taleoerceiving
has very generously provided us with the 1n oo}(rp"rQ e
electronic equipment at no charge, however, = ”
i well as the space

purchase the outdoor satellite, as \now the Ag Net
install it. We have done this, because we kno

is something the area cannot be without.

both the AM and FM transmitters

in order to have .troubltsa
tter will be done first, a
and power damage.

Also, in the near future,
must be completely overhauled.
free operation. The AM transmilt .
it has sustained years worth of lightningd

and is still very vulnerable to pl"ronatel}' $4,000 not
sources. Each overhaul costs approx.l
406-765-1480
NA 59254 *

TA
112 THIRD AVENUE EAST . PLENTYWOOD, MON



including parts. We must also be in t
parts, and for the future, : O acquire

spare
\") .
transmitter. ® must obtain a back-up AM

As we go through these phases, and gradually build i

! ) a
technically scund broadcast facility, ye ask fors°1;3'
continued support a little at a time. o

»t this point, we're asking all
donation of  $25 or more - this money will be used
specifically to pay for the new satellite installation
required to carry Northern Ag Network programming and for

. the half 1lot of land where the installation will be placed,
as w~ell as the demolition of an

lot.

of our members for a

unsate house on the

KATQ has survived, and is becoming stronger and better with
your continu:d care and support. We look forward to a fine
sports seacon with the new FM, and will need your help

during sports as well. This 1is YOUP radio stacion, we're
very proud to be able to keep it here for the enjoyment of
all. Flease call or drop by and visit if you have any

questicas or concerns.
Thank you.
Sincerely,

e Gl
Jzzbﬁgnning

KATQ
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KATQ

INTERNATIONAL

16076

RADIO
AUGUST 1993

Dear Friends and Sports Fans;

Football and basketball seasons are underw ;

able to listen to play by play coverage ona{,’ﬂs_"dmﬁ!‘l_s K:elgfon, you'll be
reaches nearly every home throughout Sheridan County, and 1 knst.erec? now
something we all waited for a long long time! R thew this is
of KATQ kept the faith and supportea_gﬁr efforts, this Zm’ mit friends
one of the best broadcast facilities in this area of eastern Hor,tnou has
Its not complete yet; much work remains to be done, including lhea:'k
to upgrade the EBS or Emergency Broadcast Station capability Houevr
the work goes forward on a steady basis. ' -

In an earlier letter, I told you that the Northern Ag Netwo

Brown had recently begun all-satellite delivery of i%s prog:mrta: :;cyllwo:s
Johh Pulasky's weather forecasts, etc. This move forced KATQ to purchase
a small one-half lot adjacent to the downtown studio for a new satellite
dish, as well as purchase additional satellite receivin; equipment so we
could continue to carry Northern Ag Net programming. I'm pleased to report
the new installation is now complete as of August 23rd. Your generous
contributions helped make this possible, and keep the Northarn Ag Network
on KATQ. A note of interest; we have added several additional programs
for your daily information, including an extra weather forecast with John
Pulasky at 7:10 am Mon-Fri.

Its time again to ask for your continued support for the sports season.
We're hoping you will become a KATQ 'Sports Booster'. A personal, (not
commercial) sports sponsorship is just $35. for 1993-94. Each sponsor is
recognized on the air throughout the season. Again, we plan to broadcast
as many games, both B and C class as possible, as well as tournament action.

oday to
If you'd like to be a KATQ sports booster, please mail your check today

i 1 free to
KATQ - 112 Third Ave. Plentywood, Mt 59254. 1If you prefer, fee .
.dmp off your check at the studit') so we can say hello and thank you in person

e, or
If you have any comments or questions regarding our sports coverage,
station operations in general, please don't hesitate to call, write, or,
visit with me. We'd be happy to hear from you.

RADIO STATION - KATQ! "

Thank you again for supporting your "COMMUNITY OWNED

PLEASE TELL US HOW YOU WOUUD LIKE YOUR NAME LI !

— e—

406-765-1480

54
112 THIRD AVENUE EAST . PLENTYWOOD, MONTANA 582
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