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ABSTRACT 

Collecting data which cover a period of 135 years has resulted 

in a considerable portion of material concerning the religious education 

activities of the six churches in the study. Unfortunately, there was 

much duplication of information. This duplication, however, did serve 

to authenticate dates, places, people and events. Having gathered all 

relevant data, the writer feels that several important factors stand out 

readily as indicative of the development of religious education in the six 

churches. 

First, the most obvious conclusion drawn from the study is that, 

even though there was a vast--even burdening at times--amount of material 

gathered, screened, and organized, there are many gaps in the histories 

of each church. 

A second conclusion, which follows from the first, is that there 

are large discrepancies in the records that were kept. 

Thirdly, the difficulty in trying to picture the religious education 

activities of the six churches over a 135 year period is compounded when 

it must be constructed piecemeal. 

Concerning the study itself, the following summary can be given. 

The first religious education activities began in the churches about 1865-

1867, with the adv ent of the Sunday school. The Guthrie, Trenton, 



Mount Zion and Mount Gilead Churches share the honor of having Sunday 

schools at this early date. However, to the Elkton Church should go 

recognition for having a Sunday school dating back to 1845, even though 

it was an interdenominational service. Secondly, the Baptist Young 

People's Union was the second phase of the religious education activities to 

be added to the program of all churches in the study. 

A major recommendation for further study along these lines is 

based upon the writer's desire to have the churches in the study discover 

the value of additional historical research. It is the writer's contention 

that, where there is knowledge and understanding of the past, there is 

power and incentive to overcome weaknesses and failures of present 

programs. 

A final recommendation for study along the lines of deeper penetration 

into the religious education activities would be to seek sources of publica­

tion now out of print. At one time the Guthrie community had a daily 

paper. Efforts to collect copies would probably prove fruitful for the 

churches in the Guthrie area. Many of the minutes for the association 

were printed in Hopkinsville and Russellv ille, Kentucky, at printing 

companies now out of business. The effects or supplies of these concerns 

may have been stored rather than sold. 
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CHAPI'ER I 

THE PROBLEM 

The purpose of this study is to gather all available 

relevant data about the history of the religious education 

activities of the six Baptist churches of Bethel Association 

of Baptists which are located in Todd County , Kentucky; to 

evaluate that data critically, and to present the facts found 

in a scholarly , readable form. 

PARAMETERS OF THE STUDY 

This historical study is limited to the following six 

churches in Bethel Association, Todd County , Kentucky: The 

Guthrie Baptist Church, The Tiny Town Baptist Church, The 

Trenton Baptist Church, The Mount Zion Baptist Church, The 

Elkton Baptist Church, and The Mount Gilead Baptist Church . 

The study is further limited to the religious education 

activities--Sunday School , Baptist Training Union, and 

Vacation Bible School --of the six churches listed above for 

the years, 1825- 1960 . 

IMPORTANCE OF THE STUDY 

The writer feels that there is a definite need to underM 

stand past religious education activities of these churches 
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so that present and future generations of church leaders 

and laymen can see the precedents for many current programs 

in the field of religious education. It is thought that this 

study will be of benefit to the churches studied in this 

research . From this study, these churches, as well as others 

of similar circumstances, may compare the value of religious 

education in their particular church or association. 

Southern Baptists are sometimes stubbornly grounded in 

the belief of "local autonomy~ for each individual church. 

Doctrinally this is a sound belief . When in the name or 

local autonomy, however, the local church fails to recognize 

the benefits or failure of another church ' s program, local 

autonomy becomes a hindrance to the values of the church. 

Ideally, because of the geographic proximity of the six 

churches in this study, each could profit from reading the 

histories of the others . Such profit, of course, will be 

negated if there is an extreme emphasis on local autonomy . 

Through a study such as this the six churches may obtain a 

panoramic picture of 135 years of struggle and cooperation 

at the point of religious education. 

It is also hoped that this study will open new avenues 

of research into this or other related fields of the church 

program. Such an effort might cause churches to begin to 

re-evaluate their present religious education activities in 



the light of sound critical study. In addition, when a 

church begins to examine its past, it should realize the 

value of keeping accurate historical records in order that 

future generations can look back and see clearly what has 

happened. 

BACKGROUND TO THE STUDY 

3 

A study of the history of religious activities of six 

of the Baptist Churches of Bethel· Association must begin 

with the history of the association itself. The Bethel 

Association or Baptists in Kentucky, a phrase which seems 

somewhat tiring, is but one of several associations called 

"Bethel" in the Southern Baptist Convention . Bethel Associ­

ation in Kentucky was or anized as a result of a doctrinal 

split in the old Red River A sociation of Tennessee, at that 

time stradling the Tennessee and Kentucky border. In 1825, 

as a result of that split, the association was officially 

constituted at the Mount Gilead Baptist Meeting House, 

Allen ville, Kentuckyo 1 At that time, only one of the 

churches in this study--the Mount Gilead Church--was a 

charter member. The other five churches were received into 

lFrank M. Masters, A History of Ba!tists in Kentucky 
{Louisville : Kentucky Baptist Historica Society, 1953}, 
pp . 235-238. 
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the association by letter or petition at a later date. 

Since that first meeting in October of 1825, the minutes 

of the Bethel Baptist Association in Kentucky have been 

preserved and tell an interesting story of the churches 

in the study . 

Three of the churches in the study have changed their 

names sine the association was founded and since their 

acceptance into the association. The Trenton Baptist 

Church, Trenton, Kentucky, was first founded as the 

Lebanon Baptist Church on Saturday, May 31, 1823, at 

the old Lebanon Academy, now inexistent, near the present 

3 location of the city of Trenton, Kentucky. In October 

of 1861, when the Bethel ssociation met in the city of 

Trenton, Kentucky , the Lebanon Church was re - constituted 

a s the Trenton Baptist Church and re-admitted into the 

Bethel Assoclation. 4 

2 

4 

Minutes of the ethel Bapt i st Association in Kentucky, 
A report prepared annu lly for the churches of Bethel Associ­
ation {Elkton, Kentucky: 1825-1962). 

3Mrs . W. F. Ware, Mrs. Joe T. Hyams, and Ottis Roberts, 
History of Trenton Baptist Church {Trenton, Kentucky: 1960), 
Po 9. 

4Minutes of the Bethel Baptist ssociation in Kentucky, 
1861, Po 1. 



The Guthrie Baptist Church was known as the µraysville 

Baptist Church, when it entered the Bethel Association on 

September 27, 1851.5 The name of the church however, goes 

back beyond its entry into Bethel Association since the old 

Graysville Church was first called the Drake's Pond Baptist 

Church and was then officially constituted as an arm of the 

Red River Baptist Church, Cumberland Association, Tennessee, 
6 

on December 25, 1813. The Guthrie Baptist Church was 

admitted into the Bethel Association, according to the 

Bethel Minutes, on August 24, 1875. 7 

The last church in the association to change its name 

was the Hollings Chapel B ptist Church, now the Tiny Town 

Baptist Church . Hollins Chapel was first a mission of the 

Kirkwood Baptist Church, Cumberland Association, and was 

located in Tennessee, near the Kentucky border and United 

States Highway 41 . In 1948, the Chapel became a constituted 

church in the Cumberl nd A ociation of Tennesseeo 
8 

5 Ibid., 1851, p. 12. 
6 Harry L. Winters, A Brief Summary of the Guthrie Baptist 

Church (An unpubl i shed paper found in t herecords of the church), 
October 27, 1958, pp . 1-3. 

7Minutes of the Bethel Baptist Association in Kentucky, 
18?5, P• 18. - --

BMinut es of t he Cumberl and Baptist As sociat i on in 
Tenne ssee , 1940. p.74. 



The early meeting place was int he old Hollings Community 

School. This building, however, was not suitably located 

with reference to its congregation. In 1962, the church 

voted to erect a new building near the junction of United 
9 

States Highways 41 and 79 in Todd County, Kentucky. This 

relocation and erection of a new building enabled them to 

leave the Cumberland Association of Tennessee and join the 
. 10 

Bethel Association of K ntucky in October of 1962. 

6 

Three of the churches in the study joined the Bethel 

Association the day after it was constituted at Mount Gilead 

in October of 1825. The Elkton Baptist Church , the Mount 

Zion Baptist Church, and the renton (old Lebanon) Baptist 
11 

Church joined the Bethel A sociation on October 29, 1825. 

The Bethel A ociation in its beginning--as were the 

churches of th study--was without anything resembling the 

religious ducation act vities of today. About the only 

events record din the inutes of the ch rch a in those 

early years were the dat sand times of preaching services, 

usually once a month. Often the pastor of one of the 

9Minutes of the Tiny Town Baptist Church, 1959 . 

lOMinutes of the Bethel Baptist Association in Kentucky, 
1962, p. 220 - --

11Ibid ., 1825, PP • 1-3. 



churches was also the pastor of another church in the same 

or a nearby association . For many years the pastor of the 

Trenton or Elkton Baptist Church was also the pastor of the 

Mount Gilead Baptist Churcho (See Appendices III , V, and 

Business meetings were usually held on the Saturday 

before 11 the Lord ' s Day" whenthe monthly preaching services 

were conducted . To illustrate the nature of these early 

business meetings, the following is quoted f r om the minutes 

of the Elkton Baptist Church for the business meeting ot 

October 17, 1827: 

After the Lord ' s Supper the doors of the 
church were opened for new members . one 
being present the business of the church 
was considered. A commit ee of Brothers 
Boone, alton, an Curey w s appointed to 
fix the roof of the c urch . T ere being 12 
no other b siness he meetin was adjourned . 

7 

The religious due tion activities of the Southern 

Baptist churches began with the advent of the Sunday school . 

Te present day Sunday school i a out 150 years old, 

dating from the early work of Robert R ikes in Gloucester, 

England , in 1780. He or anized the school as an attempt to 

educat the children who lived in the area and worked in 

12 Minutes of the Elkton Baptist Church, 1827, book 1. 



the factories and mines during the week. The school began 

about 9:00 a.m. and lasted unt il 5:00 p.m. Because the 

school met only on Sunday, it became known as a "Sunday 

school onl ) 

8 

Price , Chapman, Tibbs, and Carpenter in their book on 

history of the Sunday school movement, state that Raikes ' 

school idea spread to al l parts of England and even America . 

And : 

Immediately following the Revolutionary War 
public sentiment came to be so crystallized 
on the subject of separation of church and 
state that all religious and moral instruction 
was taken out of tbe public school classrooms 
and put into the hands of the church . Now the 
church did not want t e Sunday school at first, 
particularly on the account of its lay leader­
ship . But it was in dire ne d of an organi­
zation to do the job which the public school 
wa s re l inquish ing . Furthermore, the church 
saw that the Sunday school was going to 
succeed in spite of opposition .. o So the 
Sunday school became henceforth the 14 
religious educational agency of the church. 

When, by 1893, the Sunda school orga nization had 

become firmly ent r enched into the program of the Baptist 

13J . M. Price , James H. Chapman, A. E. Tibbs, and 
L. Lo Carpenter, A Survey of Religious Education (New York: 
Thomas Nelsons ana Sons, 1'940) , p . 180. 

14 
Ibid ., PP • 180-181 . 
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churches, an organization called the Baptist Young People' s 

Union was created. "At first the B.Y.P.U., as it was called, 

was planned for only Young People of both sexes, seventeen 

years of age and above. Then the Intermediate Union was 

added to take care of those from ages thirteen through 

sixteen. 115 By 1922, further expansion took place; in 

keeping with the grading system of the more experienced 

Sunday school, unions for Juniors, ages nine through twelve, 

were added. A little later the Adult Union was included 

into the program so that by 1932, the B.Y.P.U., consisting 

originally of only Young People, now included the entire 

family . In 1934, co-ordinating with Southern Baptists 

elsewhere in the Convention, the Bethel Association changed 

the name of the B.Y. P.U. or anization to its present name of 
16 

"The Baptist Training Union . 11 

The last religious education activity to be added to the 

church program, as a part or this study, was the Daily 

Vacation Bible School. Thou in its beginnings it was not 

officially a part of the curriculum of the Southern Baptist 

l5Ibid., p. 190. 

16Minutes of the 
1934, p . 9 . - - - -

in Kentucky, 
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17 
churches, it was in use as early as 1916. The movement 

actually began around the latter part of the nineteenth 

century. It was not , however, until September 1, 1924, with 

the election or Homer Lamar Grice to the position or 

secretary ot the Daily Vacation Bible School Department by 

the Baptist Sunday School Board, that Southern Baptists 

officially entered into the work or the Vacation Bible 
18 

Schools . The movement was rather slow in catching on in 

the churches of the Bethel Association. In fact it was not 

until 1935 , that the fir t Daily Vacation Bible School made 
19 

its appearance in one of the churches of the association. 

DEFINITIO S OF TElOO USED 

To insure clarit in the treat ent of this probl m, 

particularly for non-Bapti treader, it may be advisable at 

this point to d r e c rt int r which are used throughout 

the study . 

1 . ! Bapti t hurch-• loc 1 body of baptized believers , 

17Norman w. Cox, ( d), "V ation Bible School," Encyclo• 
pedia of Southern Baptists , ( ashville : Broadman Press, 1958) 
Volum 1I, p . 1440. 

lBibid. 

19Minut s of the Bethel aptist Association in Kentuc ky , 
1935, PP• 27w2e-. -



independent of all and any ecclesiastical or hierarchy of 

authority. 

11 

2 . Bethel Baptist Association--The specific group of 

churches with which this study dealt . An association, 

.according to Baptist usage , is a number of churches united 

t ogether for fellowship, co- operation, and religious educa­

tion . An association has no authority over a local Baptist 

church or the entire group of its local Baptist churches . 

3. The Southern Baptist Convention- -A national body 

of State Baptist Conventions, wit no authority over any 

state convention, local association or church, but rather 

an arm or ag~ncy forte b nefit of each. 

4. Sunday School - -A term synonymous with Sabbath 

school and organ zed as at achin agency operated by the 

members of the local church. 

5. Baptist Training Un on--A term synonymous with 

Bapti s t Young People 's Un on and organized to train workers 

and future leaders in t he local church . 

6. Vacation Bible School--A t er m synonymous with Daily 

Vacation Bible School and created to use summer vacation time 

for the benefit of the individual children and the local 

church for religious education purposes. 

7
0 

! Church Lett er--The official instrument by which 

the local church reports vital statistics to t he association 
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as a matter for record . 

8. Associational Minutes-The written or printed record 

of meetings held by an association. 

The remainder of this study will be concerned with the 

details of the religious education activities of the six 

churches in the study . Chapter II will discuss the "Methods 

and Procedures Used in Collection or the Dat a. " Chapter III , 

the bulk of the study , will present in detail the religious 

education activities ot each of the six churches . Chapter IV, 
I 

"S\1Illl1'lary, Conclus ons , and Becomm ndations , " will discuss 

the problems involved in collection or , editing, and record ­

ing the data, a well as a bri f summary of the educational 

highlights of the six churches in the study , and further 

recommendations for futur study concerning this and related 

topic s . 



CHAPrER II 

MF:l'HODS AND PROCEDURES USED IN COLLECTION OF DATA 

Since a major concern in historical research is the 

method used in the collection of the data, this researcher 

has used Chapter IV, "History and Historiography" of Carter V. 

Good ' s Introduction!£ Educational Research as a foundation 
l 

for the collection of the data of this study . 

The writer feels that a significant exhaustive attempt 

has been made to search thoroughly all available written, 

pictured , printed, or oral records relevant t o the study. 

The data have been cla sitied into three main groupings : 

(1) physical remains \ld'lich include manuscripts, chronicles, 

diaries , and recorded minutes; {2) printed books, newspapers , 

magazines, books , periodicals, and other printed or microfilm 

r cords; (3) personal interviews w th prople having infor­

mation pertinent to the study. 

In all instanc s the researcher has attempted to seek 

primary source documents where possible . When a primary 

piece of evidence was located , it was evaluated externally 

1carter v. Good, Introduction!£ Educational Research 
(N w York : ppleton-C ntury- Cro ts, Inc . , 1959), pp . 115-

158. 
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as to its authenticity and internally as to its truth in 

relation to known or given facts about the datao 

One hundred and thirty-five years of data can be 

voluminous and many hours can be wasted searching through 

minutia which are not relevant to the study . The researcher 

felt, · therefore, that the first step in gatherfng informa­

tion about the religiou education activities of the six 

Baptist churches was to get a general view of the history 

of each church . An excellent written record or the general 

pro re of each church i record din the Associationa 

Minute or the Bethel oc ation in Kentucky, to 

x of the c urche int es udy belon . The minut 

1ch all 

of this 

brary a oc1at1on are in th r boo collectio or the 

of the Southern B pt st heolo ical e in ry, Lou ville, 

Kentucky . The inut s ar in t e ori i nal hand writing of 

the clerks of the A ociation fro 1 25 unt 1 1859. Th 

printed m1nut s of th ation (1825-1956) are • 

on microfil and thre copies w r fo d: one at the Library 

of the Southern Baptist heologic 1 inary in Louisv lle, 

Kentucky; one w th the outhern apt is istorical Co ission 

in a hv 1 Tenn ss . and th last with the associational 
' 

, 

record s kept in the Elkt n Ban and Trust Company, lkton, 

Kentucky. For the sak or convenien e, the icromilm records 

were read rather than the original wh ich are in a difficult 
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style of cursive writing. When information was taken from 

the minutes on microfilm prior to 1859, the original records 

were checked to verify its accuracy. 

In regard to ' the data of physical remains, only two or 

the churches in the study have a complete set of the minutes 

for business transactions in their church. These records 

do not include weekly, monthly or even yearly information 

about the religious education activities in the church. 

However, they do contain scatterings of enrollment records, 

officers and teachers in the various programs, and expenses 

for the programs of the church. The Elkton church has a 

complete record of its busi e records since its constitu-

tion in 1825. The Trenton Church has a complete set of 

records sine it was constituted from t he old Lebanon Church 

to the Trenton Baptist Church in 1860. 

The Guthrie Baptist Church has minutes of its business 

transactions from 1877-1891 and fro 1902 until the present. 

These minut s are somewhat detailed and give a fairly accu­

rate report of portions of the church 's religious education 

activities. Similarl, th Mount Zi on Church has a portion 

of its record d history. Although the church was constituted 

as early as 1825 , written records are only available since 

1875
0 

However, the records which are available provide an 

excellent primary sourc of evidence about the Sunday Schoolo 



16 

One of the churches in the study--the Tiny Town Baptist 

Church--has a short period of written history available as 

primary source documents related to the field of religious 

education. The Tiny Town Baptist Church has only been 

constituted since 1948 and, therefore, has records for only 

twelve years . 

Of all the churches in the study, the Mount Gilead 

Baptist Church has the fewest written records of value, to 

this study . The minutes of the ount Gilead Church date back 

only until 1953 when a split in the church's fellowship 

resulted in the records of the church bing destroyed . 

The Vacation Bible School records are available since the 

church held its first such school in 1 44. The researcher 

has attempted to supplem nt the lack of primary source 

actually on hand by writ ing to all of the living pastors of 

that church requesting information about the religious educa­

tion activities of the Mount Gi ad Church during their 

pastorates at the church. Th result has been that several 

copie of bulletins and relevant st tistics regarding the 

Sunday schools, Training Unions , and Vacation Bible Sc ools 

have been received . 

A second source of pri ry source documents has been 

found in the printed material of t wor:ewspapers and one Baptist 

state mag zine . The Clarksville Leaf Chronicle has carried , 
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through the years, some items of news related to the churches 

in the study. The bulk of usable information relative t o this 

study was found in the years 1940-1960 . In years previous to 

this news articles for the churches ' activities can be found, 

but are not directly related to the study . Issues of the 

Leaf Chronicle have been microfil ed and were studied in the 

Library at Austin Peay State College, Clarksville, Tennessee . 

A second newspaper source , not microfilmed, rut round in 

bound form, was the Todd County Standard, published in the 

county seat town of Elkton, Todd County, Kentucky . Although 

these papers are bound tor the years 193~-1960, some unbound 

issues, which are not chronolo ically arranged and ar in 

very poor condition, date back as far as 1894. The Todd -
County Standard was the second best source tor information 

relevant to the study. or particular interest are figur s 

concerning social events and other stati tical information 

bout the Sunday Schools, Training Unions, nd Vacation 

Bible Schools of the variou churche . The Kentucky Baptist 

state magazine , Th Western R corder , yielded much informa­

tion about the religious education activities of the churches 

in the study . Thi periodical is in bound form for the years 

1918-1960 and is found in the Library of the outhern Baptist 

Theological Seminary, Louisville , Kentucky . 
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A third source of primary documents is the library of 

rare books and manuscripts of the Southern Baptist Theological 

Seminary in Louis 'ille, Kentucky. Although the·se documents 

do not provide material directly relevant to the study , they 

do substantiate and authenticate records and materials 

gathered at other places and sources . Of particular inter est · 

is a paper written and presented to the Kentucky Baptist 

Historical Society by a Mr. Francis Perkins . The subject of 

the paper was "The Hi tor 

Bethel Association for the 

of the R ligious Education in 
2 

ears 1901- 1902. " This paper 

pr esents the influence of Bethel (Male) Colle e, Russell­

ville, and Bethel (Female) Coll , Hopkin ville , on the 

churches of Beth l A sociation, oi ting out bow students 

from these schools served a pastor , teachers, music 

director and musicians in the churches . This paper sheds 

some light on the subject of unday cbools . 

' Th re are severa books w itten as histories which 

have information releva~t tot e study. One entitled Th 

Contents of Todd and tian County , Hi torical and --- ----
Biographical, 1884 , (out of p nt) b Perrin, reveal the 

2Francis Perkin, "Th H story of the Religious Educa­
tion in Bethel Association, for the Years 1901-1902, 11 (A 
paper read at the Kentucky Baptist Historical Society 
meeting in Paducah, Kent ucky, 1903) . 
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conditions of the churches in the study up until the year 

1884. Page 143, for example, lists the date of the organi­

zation of the Sunday School in the Elkton Baptist Church, 

its attendance and present officers for the year 1884. 3 A 

second book helpful to the study is Frank M. ~asters • ! 
4 

History of Bapt sts in Kentucky. This book was very help-

ful in providing information re arding the history of the 

Bethel Association and its foundings . 

Because of the possibility that additional relevant 

mat erials might b in existen , the following librari s 

were investigated : Au tin eay tate Colle , Clarksville, 

Tennessee; Beth 1 Colle e L brary, Hopk nsville, Kentucky; 

George Peabody Library, as ville , Tenness · and th Dar an• 

Carver L brary at the S da 

T nnessee . 

hool Board in N shville , 

The researcher has writt en a good d al of correspondence 

to individuals, institut ons, and organizations . The results 

of this correspond n bav be n fruitful . From a letter of 

inquiry to the K ntucky B ptist Convention the researcher 

became acquainted w th a rtain Geor e Raleigh Jewell, 

3w. H. Perrin, The ontents of Todd and Christian 
County Historical and Bio~raphicaI"; J]1Ili,-rchicago: F. A. 
Battey Publish ng Co . , 184) , Po 143. 

4Masters, op . cit . 



assistant editor of the Western Recorder. Mr. Jewell is 

familiar with the Bethel Association and its history. He 

referred me to the library at Southern Baptist Theological 

Seminary for the bound copies of the Western Recorder used 

20 

in this -study. He has done ~ch to correct and validate 

portions of data . A letter to the Historical Commission in 

Na shville , Tennessee re sulted in the discovery and location 

of the three copies of microfilm which were referred to 

earl ier in this chapter. 

When the information of a pri ary nature could not be 

found, the researcher sought personal interviews with leaders 

and related officials connected with the churches in the 

study. From these interviews, in whic specific questions 

were asked concerning particular area of the religious 

education activities for a particular church, careful 

attention was giv n to the amount of certainty and assurance 

with which the statements were given . In all cases, if there 

was doubt expressed on the part of the interview e, the data 

were recorded , making a note of sch doubt . 

It is the belief of t he researcher that at the time of 

the writing of t h is study, there was no furt her relevant 

evidenc of significant importanc. 



C HAPI'ER III 

HISTORY OF THE RELIGIOUS EDUCATION ACTIVIT IES 

OF THE SIX CHURCHES 

The religious education activities of the six churches 

of this study begin with a few summarizing statements about 

the Sunday school movement in the Bethel Association. 

Rec ords available indicat e that none of the six churches 

had a non-denominational Sunday school prior to 1866 .1 

The Elkton Baptist Church did have an inter- denominational 

Sunday school in 1845. 2 The recor of the association 

indicate that a Sunday school movement began in the churches 

of the Bethel Association as arly as 1848.3 It seems only 

fitting, therefore, that the lac to be in a study of the 

religious education activities of the six churches would be 

to study the influenc of the association on these churches . 

While the Sunday school did not become an official 

instrument of teaching in the South rn Baptist Convention 

until 1863, the first activities in the fi ld of Sunday 

school work be an in 1833 when seeds were sown by the Salem 

lMtnutes of the Bethel Baptist Association in Kentucky , 
1865, p. 11 . - --

2The Todd county Standard , Vol e 20 , o . 22 , January 12 , 
1940, p.2-. -

)Minutes of the Bethel Baptist Association in Kentucky, ---1848, Po lO o 



Baptist Church, one of the churches in the association in 

Christian County, Kentucky. 4 The minutes of the associa­

t ion for that .year read: . 

Whereas, the church at Salem has called 
attention ot this body to the s ubject 
of Sunday s chools; and whereas, we view 
it as a subject involving deep interest 
to the rising generation; therefore, 
resolve that we recommend to the churches 
the encouraging of Sunday schools in the 5 
bounds of the r respective congregations . 

There appears to have been considerable apathy toward 

this movement in its beginnings. This is evidenced by the 

following statement : 

••• and viewing the s bject as we do, 
we very much re r et e general apathy 
manifested by t hose who profess th 
religion of our Lord and Savigur, 
J esus Christ , on the subject . 

22 

Nevertheless, the movement continued steadily. In 1840, 

J . P. Campbell offered a resolution to the effect t hat all 

churches be encouraged to form a Bible class affording 
7 

thereby mutual instruction . " Secondly , he reco ended that 

4M nutes of the Bethel Baptist Association in Kentucky, 
1833, p . 5. 

5rb1d . 

6rbid ., 1848, P• 10. 

7Ibid ., 1840, P• 4. 
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Sunday schools be formed in order that their 0 children may 
-. 8 

be brought up in the nurture and admonition of the Lordo 11 

Since Southern Baptists did not have a Sunday school 

program, the churches of the Bethel Association had to turn 

to other s ources for their Sunday school literature. In 

1843, a motion was made recommending that the churches · use 

the Sunday School Journal, published in Philadelphia and 

9 re-issued in Louisville at twenty-rive cents a year. Since 

Southern Baptists did not publish their own literature, a 

resolution was pas ed to support a Brother Howell in the 

adoption and promotion of the Amer can Baptist Publication 

and Sunday School ociety by subscribing 200 . 00 for a fund 
10 

to be used in purchasing the literatur. 

By 1848, the number of S day schools in the associa­

tion was r ecorded at fift en . Th report or a committ on 

Sunday schools said that some of t he fifteen schools w re 

" h l i h • ,ll It wa flourishing, wh le ot ers are nus 

r solved, therefore, "that the in1sters or this assoc ation 

8 Ibid o, 1840, p . 4. 

9rbid ., 1843, P • 7. 

l0ibid . 

ll I bid., 1849, p. l0o 
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be, and are hereby earnestly requested to address their 

several congregations upon this very interesting subject . • 12 

One should not, however, assume that the Sunday school 

movement was successful and complete, for in that same year 

a lengthy report was made which said in part : 

It is entirely unnecessary, at this day, to 
argue the ut 111 ty and importance of Sabbath 
schools ••• The fears entertained, there­
fore , by many who are friendly to the insti­
tution, that schools cannot be long sustained 
in the country, are fast giving way, as the 
exp riment made b one of our issionaries 
fully proves . There are about twenty schools 
in operation within the bounds of our a oc -
ation--most of them ar the union principle-­
a majority of th min a healthful condition; 
some of them la ui hing for want of a few 
activ friend . 

The South rn Ba tist onvention did form its own S nday 

school convention in 1853 at a ting held in Memphis, 

Tennesse 14 
• I n ov ber of 1858, the B tel Association 

resolved to er te the i r ovn B pti t Sunday School Union, 

''as t he onl means of ivin t o our S bbath schoo s a system 

of theology and lit rature which r strictly scriptural in 

their character . , l5 The Assoc i ation loo ed on with favor at 

12rbid . , 1847 , P• 10. 

13Ibid., 1849, p. 11 . 

14James L. Sullivan, The Sunday School Board , " ( ash­
ville: Broadman Press, 1965) , P• J . 

l5Minutes of the Bethel Baptist Association in Kentucky , 
------ -- -1858 , P • 6. 
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the creation of the Convention's Sunday School Union and sent 

a copy of their preamble and resolution to the chairman of 
]6 

the Sunday School Convention in Memphis . By this time it 

appears that the Home Mission Board was sponsoring the Sunday 

school activities , for a Brother Milton w. Holland working 

in the Bethel Association, "delivered seventeen Sabbath 

school addresses ; or ganized eleven Sabbath schools, with 

about 350 scholars; and sold $877 .Sl worth of books . ul? 

The churches ot the association were asked to report in 

their Associational Letter for th year, 1860, if they had a 

Sabbath school , the number of scholars, teachers, and the 

name of the superintendent wit his post offlce . 18 Unfor­

tunately, the Civil Var must h ve c used the churches to 

delay reporting this information for 1t was not until 1866 

that the Trenton, Mount Gilead , ount Zion, and old Graysville 

churches reported that Sunda schools were in oper tion in 

their churches . 19 From this date forward the minutes for 

Bethel As ociation lve detailed information about th Sunday 

16rbid . 

17rb d. , 1858, p . 12 . 

lBibid ., 1859, P • 9 . 

19Ibid., 1866 , p . 7. 
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schools and other religious education activitie s of the s i x 

churches in the study up to the present day . 

Unlike the Sunday school movement which had its begin­

nings first in the Bethel Association and then spread to the 

several churches , the B. Y. P. U. movement was already active 

and functi oning when an Associational B. Y. P.U. was organized . 

The Western Recorder for 1920 reads : 

The Junior and Senior B.Y. P.U.• s of 
Bethel Association met in Hopkinsville, 
Kentucky , Sunday afternoon, July 18, 
and organized an ssociational B. Y.P . U. 
The following item of interest about 
the meeting has been sent by Mr. Gil er 
B. Pursley, the Assoc at1onal organizer 
for Bethel As ociation .•• of the ten 
senion unions in the ssociation only 
seven were present •.• The A sociation 
was divided into three districts , 
Christian, Logan, and Todd ••• Loui1 
Boone , Elkton, Third Vice President . ~O 
(He was elected to represent the Logan 
District.) 

Similarly, the Vacation Bible school move ent began 

first in the local churches of the a sociation and hen 

spread into an associational or anization. The associational 

minute record that there were two Vacation Bible schools in 

193c 21 rt was not until 1938, however , the association in ~• 

20The Western R corder, Volume (none), 95th year , No . 43, 
July 290920, P• 6. 

21Minutes of the Bethel Baptist Association in Kentucky, 
1935, pp. 27-28-. -



that the churches in the study held a Vacation Bible school 

in their churches . 22 

22rbid . , 1938, P• 4. 
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RELIGI OUS EDUCAT ION HISTORY OF THE 

GUTHRIE BAPI'IST CHURCH 

The associational minutes of the Bethel Association 

indicate that the first Sunday school activity for the 

Guthrie Baptist Church began in 1866 , when it was then the 

old Graysville Church. In that year the superintendent was 

23 J . B. Grant o The enrollment in the Sunday school was fifty . 

By August of 1875, the minutes read that the Graysville 

Church had become the Guthrie Baptist Church . The enroll ­

ment dropped to thirty students in he Sunday school and 

E. Stillwell was the superintendent . 24 

In 1890, the Guthrie Church's Sunday School, wh ich had 

reached an enrollment of ninety- wo he previous year , 
25 

inc r ea ed to 144 on the roll . T e associational minutes 

reveal that only the Guthrie and Mount Gilead Churches ad 

Sunday schools in session twe ve mont s instead o e u ual 

six months . 26 Perhaps the len th of the school's session 

was the main reason for the sharp increase in enrollment. 

23Minutes of the Bethel Baptist ssociat ion in Kentucky, 
1866, p . 7. - -

24Ib1d . , 1875 , P0 16 . 

25Ib1d., 1890 , PP • 21- 23 . 

26Ibid., 1887, PP • 21 - 23• 
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The remainder of the 1890s saw a decline in Sunday school 

membership .
27 

By the turn of the century the enrollment had 

dropped to its 1883 level of fifty-five . One can not help 

but notice , however , that the greatest rise in membership 

came during three periods of leadership under Superintendent 

W. C. Balee . During the years 1890, 1895 , and 1902, he suc ­

cessfully raised the membership : fifty-two , five, and forty-
28 eight students respectively . These years seem insignifi-

cant in comparison to Guthrie's record today. Membership 

by 1902 had almost doubled, but by 1960, it had increased 

five times its or1 1na nrol m nt . 29 Similarly, the six 

teachers and 24.so Sund y SC ool offerin for 1890 is 

dwarfed by the s atistic s of twenty-seven teachers and a 

Sunday school off ring of 6,6 l . 0 or 1960 .
30 

It was not until l 18 tha the thel Associational 
31 

Minutes first mentioned a Baptist Young People 's Union. 

27Appendix r , Historical Tabl fo r the Guthrie Baptist 
Church. 

28 Ib1do 

29I bid . 

30 of the Bethel Baptist Association in Kentucky, Minutes _________ ~-----
1960, p . 48 . 

3lrbid., 1918, PP • 11-12• 
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The minutes of the Guthrie Baptist Church record in 1915 that: 

Brother Barnes who was holding our B. Y. P. U. 
and Sunday School Institute read the printed 
"c i ' onst tution of the Baptist Young People ' s 
Union" and on mot ion and second same was 
regularly adopted , Professor John R. Claypool 
was elected president of the B.Y. P.U • ••• 
Brothers J . Mo Small and H. M. Child and 
Miss Marguerite Levy were appointed a 
nominating committee for the B. Y. P. U. 
officers . 32 · 

The Guthrie Baptist Church ' s Sunday School and Young 

People ' s Union continued to grow and prosper as the main 

religious educ ation activities of the church. In A ust ot 

1922, a letter from the past or, A. W. Hill, to theed tor 

of the Western Rec order said,"Our work i going fine in all 

departmentso We have a fine B. Y. P •• that pro ses great 

thin for this fall . "3) By 1926, the B. Y. P •• was identi­

fied in the as ociational minutes as being: One senior 

union of thirty members . 34 Guthrie's B.Y. P.U. hosted two 

other churche s int he Bethel Assoc at ion on April 15, 1928, 
35 

for the formation of a new s ociat onal B. Y. P.U. By 

32Minutes of the Guthrie Baptist Church, December 8, 1915 . --
33The :.;..;;:...::--- ecorder, Vol (none), No . 48 , August 31 , 

1922 , p.). 
34Minutes of the Bethel Baptist Association in Kentucky, --1926, p . 25 . 
35 R r der Vol e 102, No . 17, April 26, The Western eco , 

1928 , p.26. 
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August of that year the newly formed Associational B.Y. PaU. 

had grown to at least five churches which attended 150 strong 

at a second meeting in the Guthrie Church . 36 A final note on 

the B.Y. P. U. at the Guthrie Church for the 1920s is fou nd in 

the Western Recorder for May 1929 . The note states that 

Mrs. G. G. Graber, tre pastor' s wife , led the Assoc i ational 

B. Y. P. U. Choir. 37 

The Guthrie Baptist Sunday School almost t r ipled its 

enrollment in the ten years f rom 1920 to 19 • The associ­

ational minutes in icate that, in 1 2, Guthrie had the first 

Standard Sunday School int e Assoc ation . Tis means, in 

Baptist terminology, that he Sun ay sc ool was f ly graded 

for all age groups a nd that it fulfille all the require­

ments established by the Baptis Sun ay School Boar f or he 

award . 38 

Steadily through the 19)0s the religious education 

activities of the Guthrie Church grew upward . According to 

the minutes of the association o f the Sunday sc ool enroll-

J6Ibid . , Volume 102 , No . 26 , August 2, 1928, p . 26 . -
37rbid . , Volume 103, No . 12 , May JO , 1929 , p . 23 . 

38Minute s of the Bethel Baptist Associat ion i n Kentucky , --1929, p. 32 . 



ment grew from 225 to 2750 The Training Union grew from 

only one senior union in 1926 to four unions in 1932, as 

well as doubling its membership . 39 The associational 

minutes state that Guthrie held its first Vacation Bible 

school in 1938 . Although the enrollment was not recorded , 

32 

the minutes indicate that on the following year the enroll­

ment was forty . 40 

Differences in the meeting times for the Guthrie Training 

Unions can be found in trechurch's advertisement found in the 

Todd County Standard for 19)5 . The advertisemen states 

that the Junior Union met on Sunday at 4:30 p.m., and the 
41 Senior and Intermediate nions met at 5:30 p . m. his 

practice of separate meeti t es is unusual , especially in 

comparison with present day practices wh en all unions meet 

at the same time . 

Again in 1941, Gut r ie Baptist Church was awarded the 

achievement of having a Standard Sunday School . The Western 

Recorder for that year states, "Th G thrie Sunday School 

39Appendix r , Historical Table of the Guthrie Baptist 
Church . 

40Minutes of the Bethel Baptist As sociation in Kentucky , 
--=-=-- -- -1939, p. 37 . 

41The Todd Countz Standard , Volume 15 , o. 47, February 

21, 193r,p-:-T. 
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has attained the Standard . Pastor, Douglas J . Harris and 

42 Superintendent W • H. Stidham are to be congratulated." The 

effectiveness of this combination of pastor and superinten­

dent, along with the zeal of the Guthrie Church, can best be 

reported in a 1 etter to the editor of the Western Recorder 

just two weeks later. It read , "We are making a definite 

drive this year to raise funds to begin construction of a 

new educational plant and hope that by 1942 to have enough 

to begin work . .. 43 The movement r eally began in 1938 with a 

motion that a committee be appointed to bui d new Sunday 
44 

school rooms . By January of 1939 the proposed cost of 

8,500.00 was reported and accepted . 45 In 1943 H rr-y L. 

Fisher became the pastor . H wro e a letter to t e editor 

of the Western Recorder sta i t at: 

lack of room. Realizing th s need , 

Our only drawback is 

church has authorized 

d ional building • • • 146 After the construction of a new e uc 

42The Western Recorder, Vol e 115, o . 24, June 12, 
1941, p-:-T4. 

43~., Volume 115, o . 26, June 26, l 41, p. 23 . 

44Minutes of the Guthrie Baptist Church, ovember JO , 

1938 . - -

4Sibid . , January 25 , 1939 . 

46- V l 118 , o . 29 , August 3, The Western Recorder, o 
1944, p:-I9 . 
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several years of toil and struggl~ the building was completed 

in 1945 047 

During the 1950s the Guthrie Baptist Sunday School 

increased its enrollment each year for nine consecutive 
48 . 

yearso The greatest gain came i n 1954, when Dean Morris, 

Jr . , became superintendent . At that time the enrollment rose 

213 members in the Sunday schooi.49 Thi is the largest gain 

in membership for a church in the study durin a one year 

periodo 
50 

a Vacation Bible school w ich was held Jun 18- 23, 1951 . The 

school was held from 2:00 p •• until 5 :00 p.m. Reverend B. B. 

McPheeters was the priniipal. The school held classes for 

Intermediates, Juniors, Primari s, and e inn rs. 51 The enroll-

ment for the school was eight -s v n. 2 

47Minutes of the Guthrie Ba tist Church , October 10,1945. 

48Appendix r , Historical Table for the Guthrie Baptist 
Church . 

49rb1d. 

SO ppendicies I -VI . 

51The Clarksville~ Chronicle, Volume XCLIII , No o 143, 
June 160951, P • 8. ' 

52 I, Historical Tabl e f or t he Guthrie Baptist Appendix 
Church. 



RELIGI OUS EDUCATION HISTORY OF THE 

TINY TOWN BAPTIST CHURCH 

The minutes of the Cumberland Association of Tennessee 

indicate that the Hollings Chapel Baptist Church was organized 

one week befor e the associational meeting in 194a.53 Organized 

first as a mission of the Kenwood Baptist Church, the Hollings 

Chapel met in the old school house in the Hollings Community. 

During the fi r st year it officially becam a Baptist Church, 

only a Sunday s chool was organized . At that time the Sunday 

school contained thirty- five members ,5 Even though it was 

a Baptist Church the emphasis in unday school was non­

denominational , according to an interview with Mr •• A. 
55 

Campbell. 

During the year which follow du tilth church re­

located in Todd County, Kentuc , the church added two other 

phases to its religious education activities . year aft er 

its acceptance into the Cumberland Association a Training 

S3M1nutes of the c berland aptist Associat i on in 
Tennessee, p . 72. --

S4Mimeographed copy of the History of the Tiny Town 
Baptist Church , P• 4. 

55 A Campbel l personal int erviewo 
Statement by Mr 0 S. • ' 
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Union was established with forty- four members . 56 The f ollow­

ing year, 1951 , the enrollment in the Training Union dropped 

to twenty-eight . 57 

A note in the business meeting minutes for May 31, 1952, 

states that the church's Vacation Bible School was postponed 

until June 22, 1952. 58 When the School was held , the minutes 

record that t he enrollment was thirty- six . 59 The minutes of 

the church are not chronolo ically arranged and often do not 

carry a date more than the month and day oft e month. 

Therefore, it is difficult to know exactly when a notice 

was recorded which read , 'Voted to giv Mrs . Ruby Meneese 

some lu age for playin in Vacation Bible School and Revi­

Minutes of the chur h indicat that the Vacation 1 "60 va. 

Bible chool offering for 1956 was .So whil the expenses 

were 22 . 55 . 61 The associational minutes in icate that the 

enroll ent in 1956 was fifty- nine .
62 

56M1nutes of the Tiny Town Baptist Church, Octob_er 7, 1950 . 

57M1n tes of the Cumberland Baptist Association in 
Tennessee , 195l~p:-77. 

58Minut~s of the Tiny ~own Baptist Church, May 31 , 1952 . __ ...:..;.._ -- -
59rbid ., J une 27 , 1952 . 

60 I bid ., (No known date) . 

61
rbid . , July 1, 1956 . 

62 c berland Baptist Association in Minut es of the ::u=-:.::.~--- ----- ;_;;_,_ ___ _ 
Tennessee . 1956-, p:-71 . 
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I t is intenesting to note that although the Hollings 

Community was small in opoulation and the church was located 

in an ol d school building , t hat the enrollment in all phases 
6) 

of religious education activities increased regularly . A 

Sunday school has been held regularly since 1948.64 The 

Training Union began in 1950 and was dropped two years 

later until 1955, when it was resumed with an enrollment 

of twenty-five. 65 The Vacation Bible School was added to 

the program of religiou s education in 1 52, arrl h as been 
66 

held each year since t ha t time . 

63lppend x I I, Historical Table for t he Tiny Town 
Baptist Church. 

64Ib1d. 

65rbid . • 

66rb1d . 



RELIGIOUS EDUCATION HISTORY OF THE 

TRENTON BAPrIST CHURCH 

On November 4, 1860, the Trenton Baptist Church was 

officially constituted . from the Old Lebanon Baptist Church. 67 

The minutes of that year indicate that a Sunday school was 

68 also organized with M. G. Alexander as the superintendent . 

Very little i s known about the early school until B. G. 

Holter became superintendent in 1866 , and the associational 

69 minutes record that the enroll ent was thirty- seven. 

It was not until t e ap o nt nt of H. s . Lowr, i 

1879, th t the Sunday school nrollment rose above fif • 

During the period that r . ovry ere as 1uperintendent 

(1879- 1886} the Sunday school enrol ent ost tripled 
10 

while the church membership onl incr ased t velve members. 

I n 1893, w. J . Dickin on was 1 t d unday s hool 

superintendent . He served this po ition for thirty ears 

until 1922 . During this tie the enroll nt of the Sund y 

67M1nutes of the Trenton B~tist Church, 1860 . - - ---
68rb1d . , 1860. 

69Minutes of the Bethel Baptist Association in entucky, 
1866, p . 9. - -

70Appendix III , Historical Table for the Trenton Baptist 
Church . 
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school rose from 104 to 218 . The Historical Table for the 

Trenton Baptist Chur ch Appendix II I ) also reveals that the 

enrollment r ose st ead i ly . 71 The efforts of Mr . Dickinson 

can be appreciated since the county paper records that the 

Trenton church was destroyed by fire in 1892. 72 

The growth of the Trenton Sunday School after 1900 

caus ed the c hurch to decide to build an annex for educational 

purposes . Prior to this, the Sunday school meetings had been 

held in the basement of th church b ilt in 1892. 73 The 

Sunday school meetings were held in a lar e room, heated only 

by one stove . Accor ding to a istory of the church, "Sunday 

school classes had only assigned spo t s . "74 
The Histor y of r enton Bapt ist C urch also provides 

additional relevant information. or example , on Jun 5, 

1910 , t h ePastor , • F. Ha an, pr ach d a special sermon to 

raise money and nee ss ry funds f or a new ducational build-

ing which was to be built at e rear of t e c hurch . 

7l r b1d . 

72The Tod d County Standar d, Vol e III , o. 43 , 
Apr il 2r,1"9'JT," p . 1. 

73w. F. ware, op. cit . , pp . 21 - 23 . 

74Ibid . , Po 23. 

T e 



cost was estimated to be about ~4 000 00 'II' , • • On that day , 

$3,179 . 00 was raised . The new educational wing was to be 

called the "Annex. " Thi· b · 1 i . ui d ng was to be two stories 

high with the first fl oor used fo r assemblies . "Prayer 

meetings , B. Y. P.u . and other gr oup meetings were usually 

held in this room. 11 75 
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In the History of the Trenton Baptist Church, a state-

ment is made that , "It is observed that • Joe Williams 

signed the B. Y.P . U. associational report for the year 1924. 

We conclude that he was interested local y and was possibly 

the fi r st Director of he B. Y. P.U. in the Trenton Church. 11 76 

When the Bethel Baptist Youn Peopl •s Union was first 

organized in the First Bapt is C urc in Ho kins ville , 

Kentucky, on July 18, 1920, the you p ople o t e renton 

Church were probably in attendance . This probab lity of 

attendance is supported by the f ct tat a senior group ot 

students had been or aniz d at Trenton, 

as 1919 . 77 

ntucky, as ear y 

All throughout the 1930s , the Tr nton raining Union 

Beginning fro one union and thirty-two continued to grow . 

75rbid. 

76Ibid . , P• 24. 
77The Western Recorder, Volume (none), No . 9, 

DecembeTT, 1919, P • 11 . 



members, the B.'T . u . grew to three unions and sixty members 

by 1936 , and four unions by 1937 . 78 
The Western Recorder 

states in 1939, "We are delighted to report the foll owing 

fully graded A-1 unions ••• Bethel Association ••• Trenton . • 79 

Trenton ' s number of religious education activities be­

came complete in 1938, when the first Vac tion Bible school 

was conducted . Altho gh the enrol ent was only twenty­

three , the statistics at this ties ow that this was an 
80 

average enrollment . In just two years , the enrollment rose 

to ninety- two in the Daily V cation Bible School . 81 

The Sund y School of the r nton Church , during he 

1920s and 1930s , continued to 11n er around the 200 mark, 

for its enrollment . Altho h the enrol 

greatly, the spirit an z al of th 

n id not increase 

er wer still 

present after the church burned an w s destroyed a second 

time in the spring of 19)3 . y t t fall , even duri t e 

darkness of the d pression days, t e c urch was rebuil and 

78Minutes of the Bethel aptist Associat ion in Kentucky, 
1930-19~37=--.-- - -

79The w stern Recorder, Volume 113, o. 13 March 30, 
1939, p-:-I8 . 

80 B th 1 Baptist Association in Kentucky, Minutes of the e e -
1938, p. 21 . - -

Blibid., 1940, P• 23• 



reoccupied. 

42 

82 
A second educational annex was added in 1949 . 

The only information known about the Sunday School in 

the 1930s, since all the records were destroyed, is bits of 

news items found in the Todd County Standard . The King's 

Daughters class seems to have been the most active . They 

served a barbecue dinner on election day, ovember 2, 1933. 83 

This same group made a quilt for the Kentuc y Baptist 

Children's Home in Glendale, Kentucky . 84 In the 1938 asso­

ciational minutes a note is made that the Trenton Baptist 

Church's Sunday School was full graded . BS T erefore, the 

religious activities of the Sunday school now reac ed every 

age group in the church. 

The Baptist Traini Union of the c ch continued to 

prosper during these same years. In 19 1, the enrollment 

rose from twenty-three, two years previously, to fifty-seven 

86 in that year . Under the able leadership of John R. Chris-

tian the number of unions increased fro t wo in 1939, to 

83The Todd Counto/ Standard, 
Novemb n ,--r9"J3, P • • 

84 I bid., Volume 17, No. l5, 

Vol e XIII , No. 41, 

April 8, 1937, p. 6. 

85Minutes of the Bethel Baptist Association in Kentucky, 

1938, p. 30. - -

Bbibid., 1941, P• ZS . 
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five in 1941. In August of 1941, the Mount Zion Church 

and the Trenton Church combined efforts for a Training Union 
88 

study course o By November of 1941, the Trenton B.T. U. 

Director, John R. Christian, was elected to the pos i tion of 

••• "Young People ' s leader for Southern Region. " 9 

(Southern Region at that time included : Allen, Barren R ver, 

Bethel , Edmons on, Pr eedom, Gasper River , L bert, Logan 

County , Lymn, Simpson and Warren Associations . ) Du i the 

next several years t he enrollment of the Training Unio drop­

ped, reaching its lowest point in 1948 when only thirty 
90 

students were enrolled . Throughout the 1 50s the enroll-

ment made a small increase each year until 1958 when it 
91 

reached a high of seventy- four . This fi ure was tbe 

highest enrollment r ecorded b the Training duri 
92 

per iod of study . 

th entire 

87Appendix III , Historical Table for the Trenton Baptist 
Church . 

88The Western Recorder, Volum 116, No. 35 , August 27, 
1942 . p~2. 

89 6 N 45 ove ber 5, l 42 , p . 22 . Ibid . , Volume 11, o. • 

90Appendix III , Historical able for he Trenton Baptist 

Church. 
91

Ibid . 

92Ibid o 



The Sunday school and Vacation Bible school statistics 

for the decade of the 1950s followed a similar pattern. 

Both rose and increased steadily during the first years of 

the 1950s, leveled off during the middle of the decade , and 

dropped at the end of the study in 1960 . 93 A note in the 

Todd County Standard states that Mrs. T. S. Vinson enter­

tained her Sunday School class on April 25 , 1957 . Twenty 

were present from the enrollment of twenty-eigbt. 94 Two 

weeks later Mrs . Dorothy Payne treated her Junior clas 

of girls to an Easte r Sunday bre kfast in her ome . Twelv 

girls were pres ent. 
95 

93 rbid . 

9~he Todd County Standard, Vol e 5, o . 1, 
pril l1,195'r, P• J. 

95Ibid ., Volume 65 , o . 3, April 25 1957, p . 4. 



RELIGIOUS EDUCATION HISTORY OF THE 

MOUNT ZION BAPI' 1ST CHURCH 

The Mount Zion Baptist Church was or anized in 1825 . 

The church building was made of logs and stood on the 

Miller's Mill Road near the Mansfield place . In 1833, 

after a split in the church, a new building was erected on 

the Clarksville Road at a cost of about 400.00o The 

church's membership was about sixty in that year . 96 

Religious education activities were first reported in 

the minute s of the association in 1866. At that time a 

unday school seems to be well estab is ed, having thirty 

memb s with E. Turnle a its sup rin endent . 97 The 

minutes of the church contained a man script of a speech 

writ ten and delivered b a r. W. S. Dickinson. On pa e 

four of the speech a statement was made that, "Mr. James 

Perk ns ••• organized the first Sunday school that met once 

a month at first--the day of preachin . A terwards every 

Sunday. n98 Even though no date is given for this speech 

96v. H. Perrin, op.£!!·, P· 157 . 

97Minute s of the Bethel Baptist A sociation in Kentucky, 
1866, p. 7. - -

98 n Hist oz:y of the Mount Zion Church , w. s. Dickinsoh, found wltntheminutes~the Mount 
(an unpublished speec 
Zi on Church), P• 4. 



46 

or for the founding of a Sunday school, the importance · of the 

Sunday school to the Zion Community can be seen in the 

minutes of the association . The minutes for 1866 indicate 

that the Mount Zion Church was an early leader in the Sunday 

school movement since only seventeen churches in Bethel 

Associ ation out of fifty-seven churches had a Sunday school 

as early as the Mount Zion Chur h . 99 

Beginning in 1860 , and continuing for seven years , the 

church strug led with the problem of an inadequate churc 

building . The church minutes in 1860 state that a committee 

reported the need for a new uilding and a otion passed to 

put up " said build! In D cember o 1 O, the di en-
.• 

sions and finish for the new ho were agreed upon and the 

cost was not to exceed 2, oo .oo .101 It was not until April 

of 1861, however , that a contr ct w s si ned with a Kr . mb r -

house to erect the buildi for 2, 00.00 . 02 The bu ldi 

was never started because of insufficient funds and the con­

tract was broken. On May 23, 864, a second co ittee w 

99Minutes of the Bethel Baptist Association in Kentucky, --1866, p . 7 0 

lOO~unutes of the Mount ~ Baptist Church, J nuary , 1860 ." 
~--- ---

101Ibid . , December 22, 1860 . 

102 bid . , April 27 , 1861 . 
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appointed to raise funds for the new building . E. Turnley, 

the future superintendent of the Sunday school, was appointed 

chairman of the committee . A contract was signed for 
103 

5,150.00. Again lack of finances stopped the building . 

A third attempt to put up a new building was successful, for 

the minutes indicate on July 6, 1867, that the old church 

was sold for 275 . 00 and the new buildi 

cost of $4,437 . 0o . 104 
was paid for at a 

The new building proved to ea bl ssing tote church. 

The Sunday school was able to expand, and by 1869, even 

though the church itse f ad the sma lest n ber o church 

members, eighty-eigh on its ro 1 or any church in this 

study, it had the largest unday sc col nrollment with 

105 seventy-six. Apparent y 1869 was a bann r year, for the 

unday school reached its pea in enrollment for that century 

and would not exceed seventy-six until 1 35, when the enroll-

ment reached eighty . 

By 1875 the church elec ed all of the Sunday School 

officers . Those elected for that year were: J . F. Sith, 

l03Ibid., May 23 , 1864. 

104~., July 6, 1867. 
lOSMinutes of the Bethel BaJ>tist Associat ion in Kentucky, 

--=-----1869, p. 13. 
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su erintendent, A. J . Crutchfield, assistant superintendent, 

J . M. Waller, sec r etary, and J . s. McQuery, treasurer. 107 

In that same year the church requested that "Bro . A. F . 

Williams be invited in connection with Brother Dickie to 

address the Sunday school at this place, 5th Sunday in 

t th ul08 pr esen mon • 

On January 27 , 1877, the minutes o the Mo t Zion 

Church show that the church invited the Bethel unday School 

Convention to meet with them on aturday b fore the fourth 

Sunday in March. The Church appointed the ollowin 

committees: Ross Dickenson, J • • Smith, and Robert Carver 

on Order and Ushers; J . B. 1th, • Smith, and J •• 

McQuery on Transfer; and C. A. Barnes, M. M. Crutchfield, 

109 s. P. Smith , and J. R. Dickinson on Music . 

Mr . E. o. Watts bee superint ndent oft e Sunday 

school in 1892 . 110 Except for a br period of four years 

1875. 
107Minutes ~~Mount Zion aptis t Church, February 27 , 

lOBibid . , May 22, 1875 . 

l09Ibid . , January 27 , 1877 . 

llOAppendix IV, Historical Table f or the Mount Zion 
Baptist Church. 
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(1895 - 1898), the Watts fami ly combination of father, E. O. 

Watts, and son, W. o. Watts, Sr ., held an absolute family 

dynas ty over the of fice of Sunday School Superintendent unt il 

the resignation of W. o. Watts , Sr . , in 1964 . During this 

time Mr . E. O. Watts served as superintendent for twenty 

years . Under his leadersh ip the Sunday sc ool only averaged 

thirty-five pupils , reaching its peak in enrollment in 1902, 
111 

with s i .xty members . The ca ses for t he small members ip 

during these year s are not known. Howev r, w atever t hey 

were , they must have been eliminated when his son , W. o. 
Watts, Sr . , became superintendent in 1 16 . Serving for 

almost fifty- one years , . W. o. Watts , r ., brought about 

a steady rise i n the Sund ay school nrol m nt until , by 1960, 

when t h is stud ended, t he enrol l nt w s 136 . T a in 

enrol lment du ring t he 1900s wa reached in 1952, when th 

church enrolled 160 i n the activ i ti s of he 
112 

u.nday school• 

The Baptist Young Peopl 's Union bee e t h cond phase 

of t he Mount Zion Bap t i t Ch c ' s r eligious education 

activities as earl as 1918 , accor ding to the associational 

minutes
0
113 Although not bin is recor ded in the min tes of 

lllib i d. 
112-­

I bid . 
113 

Mi nute s 
1918, p . 15 . 

of the Bethel Bapt i st Association in Kent ucky, --



the church or the as ociational minutes for the next fifteen 

years as to the conditions for the Training Union, an inter­

view with Mr . W. O. Watts, Jr., indicates that there was a 

Baptist Young People's 1fnion functioning in those years . 114 
The minutes of the association do show that a number of 

unions were active and prosperous during this time. Perhap 

the Mount Zion ' s B.Y.P.u. is included in the statistics even 

though it is not named. Official statistics as well as the 

name of the Training Union d rector do be in to appear with 

the report for 1934. Int at year, w. o. atts, Jr., was 

the director and the enrollment came from one union of six• 
115 

teen members . Durin the next ven ear even tho gh 

the e nroll ent increased, the numb r of un ons r a.ined at 
116 

one . An interestin note i found in the county paper 

for the year 1935 . It t 11 of a count -wid aptist 

Training Union meeting in Elkton, entuck, on Sunday, 

March 31 , 19)5 . Although the Elkton Ch r h had th ' la gest 

attendance, the Mount Zion Church won the banner for attend-

114 b 1.r . o. Watts, Jr . , personal interview . Statement " 

115Minutes of the Bethel Baptist A sociation in Kentucky, .;;.;..,___ -- -
1934, p . 21 . 

116 i al Table for the Mount Zion Appendix IV, Histor c 
Baptist Church . 



ance because they had the largest percentage of their 
117 

membership present . In 1941, the Training Union of the 

Mount Zion Church jumped from one union to five , and the 

11 t 1 118 enro men ncreased from twenty- four to fifty - five . 

Certainly this is a substantial increase for a church ot 

this size during that time . 

It was during the period of the late 1930s that the 

Daily Vacation Bible school was added to t he religious 
119 education activities oft e Mount Zion Church. The 

51 

first Bible school was as popular as th r ining Union . 

Vacation Bible s chool in 1940 beg non Jun 17 , at 2: 00 p. m., 
120 

according to an announcement in county paper . Bible 

school reached a peak in enroll ent in 1949 when 104 students 
121 

were enrolled . 

The Mount Zion Sunday School held an unusual, but 

ll7The Todd County Standard, Volum XVIII, o. 1, 
pril 4,1935";"p. 3. 

ll8Minutes of the Bethel A sociation in Kentucky, 1941, -------p. 29 . 
119rb1d . , 1938, P• 2 • 

120The Todd County standard, Volume 20 , o. 44, June 14, 
1940, p.l. -

121Appendix IV, Historic 1 Table for the Mount Zion 
Baptist Church . 



interesting service on Father ' s Day in 1951 . According to 

the Clarksville Paper, "The Mount Zion Sunday School will 

52 

be conducted Sunday, Father's Day, by fathers 0 All classes 

will be taught by fa the rs . 11122 In 1960, the Sunday school 

was again featured in the news as it honored its superinten­

dent , W. O. Watts , Sr., and his great - g~anddaughter, Vivian 
123 

Hanley , with a bi r thday party . 

Probably one of the highlights of he 1950s was the 

Training School held in the Guthrie aptist Church nightly 

at 7:00 p.m. , beginning January 30, and ending February J. 

Sammie Lee Smith, from the Mount Zion Church, was chosen to 

be the dean of the school . His wife was selected to teach 

the Young People . Only two ot r communities ere chosen to 

host such a Training School , and with lead rs chosen from 

all the churches in the association, Mount Zion could be 
124 

proud that their leadership lilas r -epresented . 

12Zrhe Clarksville Leaf Chronicle, Volume CXLII I, 
Noo 141 ,Tune IJ , 1951, ~ . 

123The Todd County st ndard, Volume 68, o. 30, 
NovemberT, ~, P• 7. 

124Ibid . , Volume 6J, No . 42, Jan ary 26 , 1956, p. 1 . 



RELIGIOUS EDUCATION HI STORY OF THE 

ELKTON BAPTIST CHURCH 

The Elkton Baptist Church was officially constituted 

on October 15, 1825 . 124 Th irteen days later it was admitt ed 

to the Bethel Association on the second day of its meeting 

at the Mount Gilead Meeting House in l lensvil le, Kentucky~25 

The first mee t ings of t he El kton Baptist Church were held 

126 in t he second story of the county court ouse . I t was 

not until 1826 that a house of wors ip wa built . 127 

In 1845, a Sunday School Union was eld in llcton with 

Will i s L. Reeves as the sup rintend nt . 1 denominations 

in t he city attended this school . A short histor of t he 

chur ch writt n in the county paper sai, " I n 1870 t h Baptists, 

doubtl ess longin fort ir own t ac 1 s, withdr w fro the 

Uni on a nd started t heir own Sunda cbooi .»128 Howev , in 

124Minutes of the El kton apt i st Church , October 15 , 
18250 - -

125Minutes of t he Bethel Bapti t ssociat ion in K nt uc lcy , ----- -- -1825 , Po 3. 
126Perr1n , ££· ~ •• P• 143 • 
127 kt h of the Elkton Baptist Chur ch, 

A Histori cal S 8 cI - 7th___ - built i n 1964) 
(published for t he dedlcat on o e new ch rch , 
July 12 , 1964 , P• 4° 

128 tandard, Volume 20 , No . 22 , 
The Todd Countz: 

January u, 'I'940", P• 2• 



1867 the minutes of the association record that .a Sunday 

school had been formed with an enrollment of twenty-five, 

d th t Mr J 1.f 129 an a • • n . Hughes was the superintendent. 

54 

Although it was slow starting Sunday school activities of 

a nondenominational nature, membership increased steadily 

until by the 1870s the Sunday school averaged nearly fifty 

enrolled. 130 

An interesting article in Perrin's History of Todd 

County, states that in 1873, an w church was erected at a 

cost of 6,000.00 on Main Street and that the old b ildin 
131 

was sold to the colored pt1sts as a house of worship . 

Perrin further adds that: 

The regular church services are now held 
on the third Sund in each onth. A 
sunda school was or anized in connection 
with the church under the pastorate o 
Rev . R. A. asse. It had an vera e 
attendance of about 40 p r ons. The 
present offic rs are: Superintend nt: 
John M. Lewis; Librar ian: Dr •• B. 
Edwards; Treasur r: Dr. s

13 
• Lairy ; 

secretary: Thomas Pepper . 

129Minutes of the ethel Association in Kentucky, 1867 , ~--- -- -p. 21 . 
130 Historical Table for the Elkton Baptist Appendix V, 

Church . 

13lperrin, .££• ~•, p . 143. 

132 bid. 
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The second church b ildi u ng continued to serve adequately 
for the members of the 3 unday school until 1927 . The Sunday 
school enrollment continued t i thr or se oughout the remainder 

133 
of the century . The enrollment surpassed the 100 mark in 

1907 . 134 
An article in the county paper in 1909, shows the 

enrollment of the Elkton Baptist Church in comparison with 

the five maj or churches in the city. They are as follows :135 

Enrollment ber Present Offering 

Baptist 128 63 2.82 
Christian 110 107 3. 38 Cumberland .Presby. 6 4 0. 20 
Methodist 112 33 1.39 
Presbyterian 15 {Did not m et) 

The minutes of the church report that in 1927 a 

committee was appointed to see if 

finance new Sunday school rooms . 

n could be secured to 

roth r John • Williams, 

a past Sunday school superintend nt , was appointed chairman 

136 of the Finance Committee . On August 10, 1 27 , the low 

133Appendix v, Historical Table for the Elkton Baptist 
Church . 

134 nutes of the Bethel Baptist ociation in K ntucky, .;..._.------1907, p . 25 . 
135The Todd County standard , Volume 17 , No . 29, July 16 , 

1909, p.T. -
136 h Elkton Baptist Church, April 13, 1927 . Minutes of .!__! ___ ~.;..,-~- ---



bid of 13, 297.00 by the v . L. Prince Lumber Company was 

accepted and the building was begun.137 The addition of 

56 

the new Sunday school rooms and enlargeme~t of the sanctuary 

added many new members to the church roll and the Sunday 
138 school enrollment . 

The Elkton Baptist Church Sunday School earned the 

honor of having the largest attendance of any church in 

the city on "Go t o Church Sunday , " sponsored by the l ocal 

churches of the Elkton Community . "The Baptists led , having 

168 present , the Methodist were a clos s cond with 160, 

and the Christian Sunday chool had 108 . 139 

The Baptist Young People's Union d itself known in 

1927. The minut s of the chur h for that ye r indicat that 
140 

the enrollment was twent - iv me b s non union. By 

1933 .the B. Y. P.U. had rown and dev loped t 11 the c unty 

paper records , "Our young p ople won the Attendanc As oci- · 
141 

ational Rally , which met at the uburn Church last Sunday . ' 

l37Ibid ., August 10, 1927 . 

138Minutes of the B thel Baptist Association in Kentucky, 

1928- 1935 . - -
139The Todd county standard , Volume 14, No. 38, May 10, 

1934, p.T. -
140 f th Elkton Baptist Church, August 10, 1927 . 

Minutes o e ~-- ~~--

14, l C ~ty Standard , Volume XI II , No. 32, 
The Todd oun 

February9, 19j3, P• • 



The following week another article indicated that the B.Y. 

P.U. held a Valentine Party in the. annex of the Baptist 
142 Church on Monday night. Winning the attendance banner 

57 

was apparently a usual affair for the Elkton B. Y •• u. at 

this time . The Western Recorder states, "The Bethel Associ ­

ational B.Y.P.U. met Sunday afternoon, April 29, 1 34, at 

the Muddy River Church. Elkton won the attendance banner 

with thirty present . "143 

In 1938 the Elkton Church added two w unions to the 

Baptist Training Union program. Te county paper states, 

"A junior and intermediate group of aptist raining Unions 

was organized at the Elkton aptist Church Sunday ni ht, 

and it is expected the senior group wt 1 be completed Sunday 

night. 11144 Apparently, th senior oup did not or anize as 

quickly as planned, for the county ppr for March th 

following year reads, "A Senior B.T. U. or anized last unday 

night at the Baptist Church. The following offic rs wer 

elected: Miss Lillian Youn , president; Walter Chestnut , 

vice president; Gordon Rudd , secretary-treasurer; Mis 

Faye Canvanah, group captain; and Charlie eatherford , 

142Ibid ., Volmne XIII, o. 33 , February 16 , 1 33 , P• 4. 
143 t R corder Volume 108, No . 20 , May 17, 

The Wes ern =~~-' 
1934, p.22. 

1411The Todd coun41 Standard, Volume 19, No . 12, 

November), 1938, P• • 
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director. Seven were enrolled . n145 

Vacation Bible school in the Elkton Church during the 

1930s consisted of children and workers from the various 

denominations in the city . A notice in the city paper 

stated that the school would be held from 8: 00 until 11 : 00 

o ' clock each day, June 13 throu h June 22. Representatives 

from each denomination would serve as teachers for children 
146 from ages four to fourteen . Again in 1939 a notice stated 

that there would be an interdenominational ible school 

sponsored by the local churches . After the worship hour the 

children were divided into three groups : one remaining in 

the Baptist Church , one going o t e C istian Church an t e 
147 

third group going to the ethodist C urch. 

The Sunday school in he next t o ecades , 1940-1 60, 

1 n •148 By the saw a doubling of the Sun ay school enro 

end of the study the Sunday schoo enrol ent had grown to 

340. 149 A note in the Clarksville paper indic tes that the 

145Ibid., Volum 19, o. 30, arch 16, 1939, P• 4. 
146The Todd County Standard, Volum XVI II , o. 42 , 

June 9, ms~ 1. 
147~., Volume 19, No. 43, June 15 , 1939, • 1. 

148 i l Tabl e _for t he Elkton Baptist Appendix v, Histor ca 
Church . 

149r bid . 
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City of Elkton held a special Sunday school attendance drive 

in May of 1949 . The notice stat es t hat the "Baptist Church 

had 225 and led the other churches in the city. J50The unday 

school had a part in a revival service in 1954. On Friday 

evening during the revival the Sunday school was honored and 

given special recognition.151 

The Historical Table for the Elkton Church, reveals that 

the Training Union during the 1 40s , and up until the end of 

the study, kept its me bership steady . By e end of the 

study, the Training Un on nroll 

the highest number enrolle sine 

nt had reached ni ety- six- • 

its be inn in 1 21 .152 

The table also indicates that a union was present in 1 40, 

even though the minut s of he ssociatio and th nutes 

of the church do not indicat such . Two articles in the 

local paper stated, "The Junior 

''Training Un on Officers w r 

• y •• u. 

1 cted . . 

ad a part , ' and 

• 11153 he me bers 

150The Clarksville~ Chronicl, Vol e 62, No . 7, 
May S, 1~, p . I. 

151Ibid . , Volwne 62, o . 7 M~ 5,149, P• 1 . 

152Appendix v, Historical able f.2.£ the Elkton Baptist 

Church. 

153The Todd counp- standard, Vol wne 48, No. 12, 

Novemberl, I'940, P 0 
• 
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of t he Intermediate, Junior, and Story Hour Departments 

presented a Christmas pageant entitled, "Journey to Beth­

lehem" on Sunday , December 19, 1954. The play was directed 

by Mrs. Elizabeth Russell . Twenty- seven students partici ­

pated . 154 By 1960, and the end of the study, the Trai ning 

Union had a hamburger fry and a hay ride social in which 
· 155 

forty- two members a nd guests were pres nt . 

154 Ibid ., Volume 48 , o . 18, Decemb r 13 , 1940, p . 5. 

l55The Todd County Standard , Vol e 68 , No . 27 , 
October "IT," -rn, P• 4. 



RELIGIOUS EDUCATION HISTORY OF THE 

MOUNT GILEAD BAPr 1ST CHURCH 

The Mount Gilead Baptist Church is the oldest of the 

churches in the study being founded in 1815. 156 The church 

was first located near the present junction of United States 

Highway 79 and Kentucky Highway 102. 157 This area was the 

early location of the Community of All ensville. Perrin, in 

his book, states t hat when the Louisville and Nashville 

Railroad built a line south of Allensville omm.unity con­

necting Bowling Green, ent ·ucky, and Guthrie, Kentucky , it 

caused ti.he c ommu.nity to reset e along t e railroad . Then 

in 1868 the Mount Gilead aptist Church moved to its present 

location. The cost of t h e new c urc as about 6, ooo . oo .158 

Because the records of the Mount Gilead apt i st Ch rch 

wer e destroyed when the c urch ellowsbip split in the 1950s, 

there is little that can be said about the church in its 

early years except what has been rec ov red from the inutes 

of the association. Pastors of the church in this century 

r elating port ions of the church's have been helpful in 

l56Masters, ££• .s!.!•• P 0 36• 

157Perrin, £.E · cit., p. 157. 

l5Bibid., PP • 157-l5B. 
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religious education activities. 

The minutes of the association disclose that the first 

religious education activities to be reported took place in 

1866.159 
At this time, S. P. Forgy serving as pastor of the 

church, also served as the church's first Sunday school 

superintendent. The enroll ent in the unday school was 

160 twenty, while the church members ip was ninety-three. 

The characteristics of the Sun ay chool dur ng t ese 

years and throughout the remainder of the century can best 

be reported by statin that e enrollm n increased twelve 

times during the thirty-four year . Ho ver; th enroll ­

ment during this same period dropped fifteen times. Te 
161 

average enrollment for th period w s fifty - hree . The 

Sunday school reached its pea in enrol n in 1 96 at 100 
162 

and did not surpass this mark until 1957 • e o fice of 

Sunday school superintendent during s period washed an 

average of three ears. The longest single period any on 

159Minutes of the Bet el Baptist Association in Kentuc Y, --1866 , P• 7o 
160rbid . -
161AppendiX 

Baptist Church. 

162rbid . 

1 T bl for the Mount Gilead VI, Historica a e ___ .;..-- ~.:--
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man held the office of superintendent was seven years .163 

Fort he next forty-t-wo years, (1903-1944), the super• 

intendency of the Sunday school was held by M. B. Gill and 

Frank J • Smith . Both men served a total of twenty- one 
164 

years . Again during this period, (1903-1944), like the 

history of the Sunday school in previous years, (1866- 1900), 

1 165 the enrolment rose and fell continuously . The number 

enrolled never rose above ninety- sii or fell below thirty­

two in the years since 1900. 166 

The Allensville Community seems to have had an active 

social life outside of thee urch, according to th county 

papers for the 1930s . Only two soc al events were recorde 

which related to the activities of the church. In 1934 a 

picnic was held by the members of the Baptist Sunday school 

in llensvill on one Thursday a ternoon from 2: 30 p.m. 

until 6:30 p . m. 167 In 1937 the Sunday school superintendent, 

lb)Ibid . 

164rbid . 

165Ibid . 

166
rbid . 

167The Todd CountK Standard, Volume XIV , No . 22 , 

Septembert>, 1934, P• • 
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Frank J. Smith and his wife, carried the Sunday school 

classes to Clarksville , Tennessee , to hear Reverand George Wo 

tt · 168 True 1n a revival meeting. 

There occurred , in at least three known periods during 

the forty-four years from 1900-1944, religious education 

activities other than the Sunday school. On two occasions 

the church established a Training Union as the second phase 

of her religious education. The associational minutes state 

that a union was organized in 1 26; bowev r, nothing is known 
169 

about the siz e or the prosperity it enjoyed . A second 

union was established in 1 39, las i o y be one year . 

Mrs . Catherine Breakfield wa t e director an the enroll -
170 

ment was recorded at t wenty member. A note in e 

county paper states that , On Pri ay evening e B ••• u. 

enjoyed a wiener roast at he ho 0 • a Mrs . am Mason. 

There were twenty youn t nl 71 people pres n . 

on the church's ac tivity during tel )Os was 

A final note 

o din the 

168~., Vo lume XVII , o. 6, l 37, P• 7. 

169Minutes of the Bethel B ptist Assoc! tion in Kentucky , 

1926 , pp . 26-27 .- -

l?Olbid ., 1939, p . 19 • 

Standard, Volume 19 , No . 46 , July 6 , 
171The Todd Countz :::.:..~--

1939, Po/. -
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Western Recorder for 1939, which published a letter f rom 

the pastor of the church saying: 

During the past year the church doubled 
its preaching time . We rank fifth in the 
association in additions to the church .• 
The Sunday school and morning attendance 
has definitely increased . On a recent 
Sunday we had eight additions , six of whom 
came for baptism. 172 

. , 

A letter from Hankins F. Parker, who was pastor of 

the church from 1943-1 45, states tat int e summer of 

1944, a Vacation ib e school was held in which t he pastor ' s 

wife served as pr incipal . The s of twent ol rs was 

spent for materials fort · e Bi le sc ool . 

was fifty - two . 173 

enro ent 

A second letter from R verand D ni • Clo rt lls 

about the Vacation Bible achoo in 1948 . At tat t the 

project for the boys in th 1 1 sc oo wa to make son -

book and communion glass rac s or 

in the church auditorium. Th Y were 

Bible School Commence nt that yea 

The church in the period rom 19 

e bac f th p w 

ir t used in b 

Jul 11, 1948.174 

until the end of 

i i in prosperity in all 
this study ap ears to be ncreas n 

172The Western ecorder , Vol ume 113, No . 42, 
Oc t ober W, 1939, P• 3. 

173 p ker "Letter to James E. ennell," 
Hankins F. ar ' 

July 30, 1964. ll tt 
"Le t ter t o James E. Renne , 

174oaniel W. Cloer, 
Julv 17. 196h. 
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phases of its religious education work . A third attempt at 
establishing a raini u i ng non came in 1944 when five unions 

totaling thirty- nine members were founded . Richard E. Price 

served as its director . 175 The Vacation Bible school , which 

had been added in 1944, doubled its enrollment in 1945 . 176 

The activities of the Sunday school grew until , in 1946, it 

received the award and recognition of becoming the church ' s 

first Standard Sunday School . The Sunday school superinten­

dent was Richard E. Price . 177 

A note in the .county paper tells of the Vacation Bible 

school in 1954 . The church had just called its pastor, 

Reverand Chester Self, who s rved as principal of the school 

the week after he moved on the church field . The aver ge 
178 

attendance was forty-five . The ost significant contribution 

to the church ' s religious ed c tion activiti s d~ing thi 

decade of the 1950s came in 1957 w en the church built six 

new Sunday school rooms . The new r ooms were offi ially 

175Minutes of t he Bethel Baptist A soc ation in Kentucky, 
1944, p . 8. - -

176 r bid . 

177The Western Recorder, Volu e 120, No . 31 , August 15, 

1946, p.'""T6. 
178 f hronicle , Volume 67 , No. 13, The Clarksville~ 

June 24 ,--r954 , P• 6. 



179 dedicated on January 31, 1957 , in an all day meeting. 

It was in this same year that the Sunday school attendanc 

180 ro se to 104, the largest in the history of the church. 

67 

179
rbid., Volume 64, No . 42, January 31 , 1957, P• 7. 

180 
Appendix VI, Historical Table for the Mount Gilead 

Baptist Church. 



CHAPT ER IV 

SUMMARY, CONCLUSIONS ~ND ECOMMEND TIONS 

Collecting dat a which cover a period of 135 years has 

resulted in a considerable por tion of material concerning 

the r eligious education activities of the six churches i n 

the study . Unf ortun~tely, there was much duplication of 

information . This duplication, however , did serve to 

authe nticate dates , places, people and events . Having 

gathered all relevant data , the writer feels that several 

important facto r s .stand out readil as indicative of the 

deve opment of religiou education in the six churches . 

Fir t, the most obvious cone u ion drawn fro th 

study is that , even thou h thee was a vast --ev n burden-

ing at times--amount of material gather d, scr ened and 

organized, there are man gap in the hi tories of each 

church . Several examples are: the lack of primary source 

9ocuments for the Mount Gilead Baptist Church prior to 1953; 

the apparent fa lure of the cl rks of the association to 

recora accurately in the minutes of the churches the founding 

dates for Sunday schools, Train ng Unions, and Vacation ible 

f il of the individual churches 
schools; and lastly, tbe a ure 

of the religious education 
to record an accurate picture 

activities of their church. 



69 

A second conclusion, which follows from the first, is 

that there are large discrepancies in the records that were 

kept . An example is the record found in the minutes of the 

Trenton Baptist Church Which states that the Sunday school 

superintendent for 1876 was H. F . McClure while the associ­

ational minutes recorded that the superintendent was H. F. 

McGuire . In this instance the church records were the 

primary source documents. 

Thirdly, the difficult int i to picture the 

religious education activities of the six churches over a 

135 year period is compounded when it st be constructed 

piecemeal . The writer f els t t total picture ma never 

be available because so ch of the evid nc is i ecemeal, 

while other evidence ha b en dest d or lost . 

Concernin the study itsel, t e allowing s ary can 

be given . The first religiou ducation activities began 

in the churches about 1865-1 67, with th dvent of the 

1 The Guthr I 
Trenton, Mount Zion and Mount Sunday schoo . 

Gilead Churches share the honor of havin Sunday chools at 

this early date . However , tote lkton C urch should o 

i unday school d ting ba recognition for hav ng a 

it Was a n interdeno !national service. 
even though 

to 1845, 

econdly, 

the Bapti t Youn 
People ' s Union was the second phase of the 

t b added to the program of 
religious education activities o e 
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al l churches in the study . The Guthrie Church entered into 

this phase of the religious education activities in 1915 . 

The other churches soon followed: Mount Zion in 1918, Tren­

ton in 1921 , Mount Gilead in 1926 , and Elkton in 1927 . The 

Tiny Town Church began a Training Union in 1950 . The third 

religious education activity, the Vacation Bible school, was 

slow in starting in the churches of the study . The Mount 

Zion and Trenton Baptist Churches he d a Vacation ible 

School in 19)9 . However , this was four ears after other 

churches in association bad he d schools . Te ton Baptist 

Church held an inter- denomination i e sc ool in 1 38. 

The Guthrie Church held it i r st choo in 1 3 . Te ount 

Gilead Church followed w 1th a ib e choo in 1 44 . In 1952 

the Tiny Town Baptist Church co p ted he t ird hase or 

the religious education activities wen they add d their 

first Bible school in that year . 

In general all the chur bes in th study experienced 

periods of growt and decline in the enroll nt d ember-

ship of the various religio s education activities . In the 

i t cs whethe r increa e or decrease, majority of these ns an , 

to be related in var ing degrees to the 
the reason seems 

leadership in the church. 
Examples of this were seen in 

in t he Trenton Chur ch Sunday 
the increase in membership 

after the fire had destroyed its 
School in 1892, just 



building, and the long Period of static membership in the 

Mount Gilead Sunday School which saw a sharp increase when 

the leadership chan ed in 1945
0 
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Problems ·in collecting the data were compounded by the 

distances separating the sources of information . The micro-

film in Elkton was ea ily accessible . owever, the absence 

of a microfilm-reader closer t han t enty-two miles precluded 

continuous study . The library which held the bound copies 

of the Western Recorder was located 175 m les from the 

geographical center of the stud it elf. A second difficulty 

in gathering the data w found in gettl the r cords at the 

local church level . In general thi r quir d the approval 

of the pa tor of the ch rch to et t e records from t eir 

place of stora e, which in so ca s we the 1rodd County 

Courthouse, the Planters Bank in r nton, or, in the ca e or 

the Mount Zion Church, the hoe of the hurch historian. 

Therefore, the rec ord could onl b u ed fo short periods 

of tim --the hours the bank and courthou ewer open or when 

it was convenient for the writer to vi it in the hoe o 

vany hours were spent travelin to the church historian. n 

th 

places where the records were located or stor ed . his proved 

b den than ed ting or writing the history to be a greater ur 

itself. 
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A major recommendation for further study along these 

lines is based upon the writer's desire to have the churches 

in the study discover the value of additional historical 

research. It is the writer's contention that, where there 

is knowledge and understand i ng oft e past, there is power 

and incentive to overcome weaknesse 

programs . 

and failures of present 

This study was concerne 1 1th hr on Y e pases of the 

churches' ministry: e S nday SC ool , 

and the Vacation ible school. OW V r, 

phases which might help give a or co p 

churches' pro ress, growth, and ach V 

than religious education. On UC 

life which would len itself o a tr 

the Training nion, 

nts 

of 

re are ot er 

pictur 0 the 

in fields other 

si 

church I s 

ar to thi 

one is the Women's Mis ionar Unio. Sch a stud should 

uncover membership n bers, inances p nt, areas o f service 

and accomplishment--all w thin each local church. As cond 

area of study which might shed li t on the churches' history 

and their religious education activities would be to,Erobe 

deeper into them bership of the church , writin embers 

who have moved from the co unity or interviewing members 

who have removed themselves for one reason or another from 

the fellowship of the church. This type of i nquiry might 

ithi each individual church . Later 
best be handled locally w n 
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the evidence and data collected could be synthesized in a 

more comprehensive study. 

A final recommendation for study along the lines of 

deeper penetration into the religious education activities 

would be to seek sources of publication now out of print . 

At one time t he Guthrie community had a daily paper . 

Efforts to collect copies would probably prove fruitful 

for the churches in t he Guthrie area . any of the minute s 

for the association were printed in Hopkinsvi le and ssell-

ville, Kentucky , at printing companies no out of bus iness . 

The effects or supplies o t s concern 

stored rather than sold . 

Whatever the nature of specific fut 

a have been 

i nve ti ation 

may be , much can be said for t he c hurch leader who considers 

the history of his church to b of sin ficant importanc 

preserve adequately the rec ords of his churc • 

to 
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Year Pastor 

1860 M. 
1861 M. 
1862 
1863 
1864 
1865 
1866 
1867 
1868 
1869 
1870 
1871 
1872 
1873 
1874 
1875 
1876 
1877 
1878 
1879 
1880 
1881 
1882 
1883 
1884 
1885 
1886 
1887 
1888 
1889 
1890 

G. Carney 
G. Carney 

M. 
M. 
s . 
s . 
s . 
s . 
s . 
M. 
L. 
L. 
L. 

G. Carney 
Q . Carney 
A. Holland 
A. Holland 
A. Holland 
A. Holland 
A. Holland 
o. Carney 
J . Cr utcher 
J. Cr ute r 
J. Cr u t cher 

L. J . Crutch r 
W . . Gardner 

dner 

B. o. Carny 
B. G. Carny 
J . o. ~ ndall 
J . o. Kendall 
J . o. Kendall 
J . . K nd l. 
w. H, Icyals 

H. Lockett 
P. H. Lockett 
P. H. Lockett 
p , H. Lockett 

APPENDIX I 
HISTORICAL TABIE FOR THE 

GUTHRIE BAPI'IS T CHURCH 

S . S . Supt. 

James B . Grant 
James B. rant 
Jame s B . Grant 
J ames B. ant 
Jam s B . Grant 
J s B. Grant 
J oe A. Ta 

. o. Manion 

. Stillw ll 

R. o. Manion 
M. v. Hart an 
M. V. Hart an 
M. V. Hartman 
A. P . Crutch r 
A. P . Cr ut ch r 

. orley 

H. Salmon 
w. H. s on 
w. c . Balee 
w. c . Bale 

Enroll- Training Union 
ment Director 

50 
50 
60 
35 
40 
45 
40 

35 
30 

20 

40 
40 
40 
25 
65 

39 
40 
40 
92 

144 

Enroll- V.B.S. Enroll -
ment Held ment 

-J 
C' 



Year Pastor 
1891 J. s . Cheek 
1892 J . s . Cheek 
1893 J . s . Cheek 
1894 J . H. Burnett 
1895 P . I. Li psey 
1896 A. M. Vardeman 
1897 
1898 J . H. Burnett 
l899 E. N. Dickenson 
1900 E. N. Dickenson 
l90l E. N. Dickenson 
1902 J . . Cheek 
1903 c. H. Col eman 
1904 c . H. Coleman 
1905 
1906 c. E . Hut chinson 
1907 
1908 J . E. Baird 
1909 J . E. Baird 
1910 J . E. Baird 
1911 J . E. Baird 
1912 J . E. Baird 
19l3 J . E. Baird 
1914 allace Woo 
1915 E, o. Cottrell 
1916 E. o. Cottrell 
191 7 E. o. Cottrell 
1918 A. w. Hill 
1919 A. . Hill 
1920 A. w. Hill 

S .S . Supt . 
James White 
James White 
James White 

APPENDIX I 
HISTORICAL TABLE FOR THE 

GU'llIRIE BAPTIST CHURCH 

Enroll - Training Union 
ment Direc tor 
D5 
100 

90 
H. B. Whitaker 80 
W. C. Balee 85 
A. F. ogers 70 

65 
A. F. ogers 75 
T. P. Norris f:/:) 

T. P. Norris 55 
. C. B ee f:/:) 

. C. Bale 108 
J. M. Small l l 0 
. L . Buckley 75 

E. L. Buckley 60 
. L . Buckl y 107 

E. L. Buckley 105 
L. Buckley ll9 
L. Buckley 125 

E. L. Buckley l35 
c. B ]30 

llO 
110 
llO 
124 J ohn . Claypool 
112 

B , 3 
B. Ye s no name 
B . 84 
B. ]32 

Enroll- V. B .S. Enroll-
ment Held ment 

--.J 
--.J 



APPENDIX I 
HISTORICAL TABLE FOR THE 

GUTHRIE BAPTIST CHURCH 

Enroll - Tr aining Union Enroll- V.B.S. Enr oll-
Year Pastor S . S . Supt . ment Direc tor ment Held ment 

1921 A. w. Hill E. t,. Mays 
1922 A. w. Hill B. G. Fuqua 141 Ye s no name 
1923 B. G. Fuqua U9 
1924 G. G. Gr aber s . T. uinn 
1925 G. G. Graber s . T. Quinn 
1926 G. G. Graber s . T. Quinn 223 Ye s no name JO 1 Senior Union 
192 7 G. G. Gr aber s . T. uinn 
1928 G. G. Gr aber s . T. Ye s no name 
1929 o. G. Gr aber s . T. 225 Ye s no llalJle 
1930 G. G. r aber s . T. 
1931 G. o. Graber s . T. 
1932 G. G. Gr aber s . T. uinn 232 Ye s no name 44 
1933 G. G. Graber s . T. uinn 205 Yes no name 39 
1934 c . R. Barrow s . T. uinn 196 Yes no name 60 
1935 c . R. Barrow s . T. uinn 222 Yes no name 
1936 c . Barrow o. s . Crutche r 256 Yes no name 20 
1937 L. G. Gatlin s . s . Raynolds 199 
1938 L. G. Gatlin s . s . Haynolds 223 L. G. Gatlin 51 Yes 
1939 L. Gatlin w. H. Stidham 2 75 H. Stidham 66 Ye s 40 
1940 L. Gatlin w. H. Stidham 2J6 L. Gatlin 52 Ye s 37 
1941 Douglas J .Harris H. Stidham 142 D. J . Harris 47 Ye s 117 
1942 H. Stidham 199 w. H. Stidham 37 Ye s 31 
1943 Harry L. Fisher H. Stidham 158 
1944 Harry L. isher c . Hall 177 H. L. Fisher 50 Yes 
1945 Harry L. Fishe r C. Hall 156 H. L. Fisher 54 
1946 Harry L. Fisher c. H 195 Yes 56 
1947 Harry L. Fisher w. c. Hall 172 Yes 82 
1948 J. w. Cwnmins w. c. Hall 177 Earl Nelson 52 Yes 91 
1949 J . W. Cummins c . Hall 195 Earl Ne l son 77 Yes 91 

-.J 
a:> 



Year Pastor 

1950 B. B . McPheeters 
1951 B . B . McPhee ters 
1952 A. w. Porter 
1953 Harry L . Winters 
1954 Harry L. Winters 
1955 Harry L . Winters 
1956 Harry L . Winters 
1957 Harry L . Winters 
1958 Harry L . Winters 
1959 Harry L . inters 
1960 Harry L . Winters 

APPENDIX I 
HISTORICAL TABLE FO THE 

GUTHRIE BAPTIST CHURCH 

Enroll - Training Uni on Enroll -
s . s . SuEt . ment Direc tor ment 

w. c . Hall l84 Eugene Morgan 38 
w. c. Hall 160 John Buisseau 37 
w. c. Hall 140 C. R. - Shown 41 
w. c. Hall 19 7 J . L. Dunnigan 85 
Dean Morris , J r . 310 J . L. Dunnigan 101 
Dean Morris , Jr . 290 Gene Morgan 103 

ichard Covington 286 Wayne Chester 8 7 
T. Paine 298 illiam Bellar 88 
T. M. Pine 2 77 Howard Dorris 75 
Dean 1orris 278 Clarence C. Stran e 77 
Waldo ol.fe 289 Howard Dorris 102 

V . B .S . 
Held 

Yes 
Yes 
Yes 
Yes 

Yes 
Yes 
Yes 
Yes 
Yes 
Ye s 

Enroll -
ment 

90 
8 7 
80 
69 

82 
80 
68 
57 
82 
76 

-.J 

'° 



~PPENDIX II 
HISTOJ:UGAL TABLE FOR THE 
TINY TOWN BAPI'IST CHURCH 

Enroll- Training Union 
Year Pastor s . s . Supt . ment Direc tor 

1948 J . M. Rogers L . E . Adkins 35 (organized prior 
1949 J . M. Rogers L . E . Adkins 41 meeting) 
1950 J . M. Rogers L. E . Adkins 44 Wal ton Sayle 
1951 J . M. Rogers Walton Sayle JO Walton Sayle 
1952 J . E . Camp Walton Sayle 50 
1953 J . E . Camp L. E . Adkins 51 
1954 Floyd Sanders L. E . Adkins 69 
1955 C. A. Smith L . E . Adkins 49 Aaron Poor 
1956 C. A. Smith L . E . Adkins 75 Bobby Clinard 
1957 C. A. Smith oy Teague 75 Bobby Thompson 
1958 C. A. Smit Roy Teague 7u Terry Sayle 
1959 C. A. Smith Roy Teagu 102 Terry Sayle 
1960 Douglas Downing oy Teagu 140 Terr y Sayle 

Enroll - V. B.S , Enroll -
ment He ld men t 

to t he Associational 

44 
28 

Ye s 36 
Yes 38 
Yes 59 

25 Yes 70 
Jl Yes 80 
49 Yes 80 
49 Yes 70 
50 Yes 69 
58 Yes 70 

co 
0 



APPENDIX III 
HISTORICAL TABLE FDR THE 

TRENTON BAPTIST CHURCH 

Enroll - Training Union Ermoll - V. B.S . Enroll -
Year Pastor S . S . Supt . ment Di rector ment Held ment 

1860 s . P . Forgy M. G. Alexander 
] 861 s . P . Forgy M. G. Alexander 
1862 s . P . Forgy M. G. Alexander 
1863 s . P . Forgy M. G. Alexander 
1864 s . P . Forgy M. G. Alexander 
1865 S . P . Forgy M. G. Alexan er 
1866 s . P. Forgy B. G. Holter 37 
1867 A. Massey w. B. Cocke 92 
1868 • A. Massey J . c. Hancock 4l 
1869 R. A. assey w. B. Cocke 
1870 R, A. Massey J . c . Cocke 31 
1871 w. w. G dner T. L. Hundl y 45 
1872 Q. F . B by s . F. Wil.l 
1873 o. F . Bagby w. P. 75 
1874 F. B by w . . Arnold 40 
1875 G. F . Bagby 1. B . Cock 65 
1876 o. F . Bagby H. F. 1cClu 80 
1877 o. F . B by H. F. McClu 50 
1878 G. F . B by P. A. Pointer 50 
18?9 w. w. ardner H. s . Lowry JO 
1880 w. I. ardner H. s . Lowry 30 
1881 A. F . Pe eon H. s . Lowry 50 
1882 A. F. Pe son H. s . Lowry 42 
188) P. H. Lock tt II . S . L wry 
1884 P. H. Lockett H. S . Lowry 62 
1885 P. H. Lockett H. S . Lowry 
1886 P . H. Lockett H. S . Lowry 82 
1887 P . H. Lockett A. N. oore 
1888 P . H. Lockett A. 1oore 75 a> ..... 
1889 P. H. Lockett A. N. Moore 75 
1890 P . H. Lockett A. N. Moore 75 



APPENDIX III 
I{.ISTORICAL TABIE FOR THE 

TRENTON BAPTIST CHURCH 

Enroll - Training Union Enroll- V . B .S. Enr oll -
Year Pastor s . s . Supt. ment Director ment Held ment 

1891 J . H. Burnett A. N. Moore 100 
1892 J. H, Burnett A. N. Moore 104 
1893 w. J . Crouch w. J. Dickins on 75 
1894 w. J . Crouch . J . Dickins on ti) 

1895 w. J. Crouch w. J. Dickinson 
1896 w. J . Crouch . J . Dickinson 120 
1897 W. M. Vardeman w. J . Dickinson 120 
1898 J . M. Joiner . J . Dickinson 97 
1899 w. Hiller Wood w. J . Dickinson 88 
1900 W. Miller Wood= . J . Dickinson 82 
1901 w. Miller Wood . J . Dickinson 94 
1902 J . S . Snyder . J . Dickin on 87 
1903 J . S . S nyder . J . Dickin on lh5 
1904 J. S . Sny er J . Die in on 91 
1905 J . S . Snyder J . Dickinson 84 
1906 Supply astors J . Dickin on 106 
190'/ B. F. Hagan . J . i ckin on 101 
1908 B . F. Hagan J . 1.ckinson 107 
1909 B. F. Hagan J . Dickinson 100 
1910 B . F . H an J . ickinson 106 
1911 B . F . H an . J . Die inson 160 
1912 B . F . Hagan w. J . Dickinson 225 
1913 B. F . Hagan . J . Dickinson 2 0 
1914 B . Hagan J . Dickinson 218 
1915 J . T. Lewis J . Dickinson 202 
1916 J . T. Lewis J . Dickinson 201 
1917 J . T. Lewis J . Dic kinson 184 
1918 J . T. Lewis J . Dickins::m 205 
1919 J . T. Lewi s . J . Dickinson 185 CD 

I\.) 



Year Pastor 

J . F . Daugherty 
J . F . Daugherty 
E . S . Forrester 
E . S . Forreste r 
R. A. J ohns 

l920 
l921 
1922 
1923 
1924 
1925 
19_26 
1927 
1928 
1929 
1930 
1931 
1932 
1933 
1934 
1935 
1936 
1937 
1938 
1939 
1940 
1941 
1942 
1943 
1944 
1945 
1946 
1947 
1948 
1949 

R. A. Johns 
R •. A. Johns 
J . F . Fuqua 
J . H . Maddox 
J . H. Maddox 
J . H. Maddox 
J . H. Maddox 
J . H. Maddox 
J . H . Maddox 
Clyde idick 
Clyde . Widick 
Clyde R, idick 
J . L . Culver 
J . L , Culver 
J . L . Culver 
J . L . Culver 

. B. Hooks 
B. Hooks 

Frank E . Bowman 
J ohn w. Out:J_and 
John W. Outland 
John W. Outland 
John W. Outland 
O. L . Overlin 
0 . L. Overlin 

-APPENDIX III 
HISTORICAL TABLE FOR THE 

TRENTON BAPTIST CHURCH 

Enroll- Training Union Enroll - V.B.S . Enroll -
S . S . Supt . 

W. J . Dickinson 
W. J . Dickinson 
Geor ge • Claytor 
George W. Claytor 
George W. Claytor 
George Claytor 
George W. Claytor 
George W. Claytor 
George . Claytor 
George • Claytor 

orge Claytor 
George W. Claytor 
George W. Claytor 
George . Claytor 
George . Claytor 
George . Claytor 
teve illiams 

orge W. Claytor 
orge W. Clayto 

Lucien Camp 
Lucien Camp 
H. E . Camp 
H. E . Camp 
H. E . Camp 
H. E . Camp 
H. E . Camp 
H. E . Camp 
H. E . Camp 
Jarren Claytor 

Warren Claytor 

ment Direc tor ment Held ment 

2l8 

220 
204 

200 
165 

210 
200 
121 
162 
257 
207 
226 
219 
173 
218 
220 
217 
208 
212 
209 
215 
237 
218 

Joe Williams 

Yes no name 32 

Yes no name 20 
Yes 14 
Yes 
Garrott als 
arrott Ryals 60 

A. R. Campbell 60 
Mrs . J . L. Culver 30 
Mrs . J. L. Culver 23 
Mrs . J. L . Culver 
John R. Christian 57 
L. Payne 
L. Payne 64 
L. Payne 62 
L . Payne 50 
Van Carter 53 
Bert Joine r 
Joe Hyams 30 
Joe Hyams 32 

1 Senior Union 

Yes 23 
Yes 
Yes 92 
Yes 57 

Yes 47 

Yes 64 

Yes 39 
Yes 72 

co 
\,.J 



APPENDIX III 
HISTORICAL TABLE FOR 'IHE 

TRENTON BAPTIST CHURCH 

Enroll - Training Union Enroll - V. B.S . Enroll -
Year Pastor S . S . Supt . men t Director ment Held ment 

1950 o. L. Overlin Warren Clayter 229 Joe Hyams 34 Yes 97 
1951 o. L. Overlin Warren Claytor 225 Paul Sanders , Sr. 36 Yes 100 
1952 o. L. Overlin Warren Claytor 230 Paul Sanders , Sr . 34 Yes 87 
1953 o. L. Overlin Warren Claytor 256 Mike Arvin 44 Yes 82 
1954 o. L. Overlin Warren Claytor 275 Mike Arvin 65 Yes 100 
1955 Lester W. Levi Warren Claytor 278 Ben Stahl 66 Yes 73 
1956 Lester W. Levi Ed adford 278 Ben Stahl 62 Yes 72 
1957 Lester W. Levi Ed ad.fo rd 276 Ben Stahl 65 Yes 51 
1958 Earl A. Northern Ed df'ord 257 Ben Stahl 74 Yes 60 
1959 Earl A. Northern Ed ad.ford 249 Ben Stahl 73 Yes 62 
1960 Earl A. Northern Ed adfor 245 Eugene Morgan 61 Yes 65 



APPENDIX I V 
HISTORICAL TABLE FOR THE 

MT . ZI ON BAPI'IS T CHURC H 

Enr ol l - Training Union Enroll - V. B .S . Enroll -
Year Pastor S . S . S upt . me n t Dir e c tor me n t Held ment 

1860 M. C . Wimpy 
1861 M. C . Wimpy 
1862 M. C. Wimpy 
1863 M. C . Wimpy 
1864 S . A. Holland 
1865 S . A. Rolland 
1866 S . A . Holland E. Tu ey 30 
1867 S . A. Holland Tu ley 30 
1868 S . A. Holland E. Turnley 52 
1869 S . A. Bolland E. Tu ey 76 
1870 S . A, Holland E. Tu ley .54 
1871 S . A. Holland E. Tu y 25 
1872 E. Tu 30 
1873 F . C . laster A. B . C r 
1874 F . C. Plaster J . F. 3 7 
1875 F . C . Plaster J . F. JO 
1876 F . C. Plaster A. J . iel 30 
1877 F . C . Plaster A. J . Crute i eld 25 
1878 F . C. Plaster c. B es 
1879 s . P. For gy C. A. Barnes J.5 
1880 s . P. Forgy Fr atts 40 
1881 A. Pearson C. A . Barn s 40 
1882 A. F . Pear on c. B es 40 
1883 w. s . Adame 
1884 . s . A s J . B es 15 
1885 w. s . Adams S . B. Daily 56 
1886 w. s . Ad s C. R. Cl rn ts 72 
1887 • Dicken c . • Clements 30 
1888 E . N . Dicken c. Clements 3.5 CD 

1889 E . N. Dicken James Hatche r 40 \J1. 



APPENDIX IV 
HISTORICAL TABLE FOR THE 

MT . ZION BAPTIST CHURCH 

En roll - Training Union Enroll- V . B .S . Enroll-
Year Pastor s. s . Supt . ment Director ment Held ment 

1890 J . F . Smith 30 
1891 J . F . Smith 34 
1892 s . P. Forgy E. o. Watts 40 
1893 A. N. Crouch E . o. Watts 40 
l894 A. N. Crouch E . o. Wa tts 35 
1895 A. N. Crouch T. D. Smith 40 
1896 J . S . Cheek James Hatcher JO 
1897 E . Harrison ·J aJnes Hatcher 33 
l898 J . 11 . Joiner James Hatcher 40 
1899 J . M. Joiner E. O. Watts 60 
1900 J . M. Joiner E . O. Watts 30 
1901 J . M. Joiner E . O. att 50 
l902 J . M. Joiner E . o. Watts 60 
l903 J . M. Joine E. 0 Watts 35 
1904 s . J . Cannon E. o. atts 52 
1905 E. O. vatts 
1906 E. O. atts 20 
1907 w. Kuydendall E . O. atts 25 
1908 w. M. Kuydendall E. o. atts JO 
1909 w. M. Kuydendall E . O. Watts 20 
1910 W. M. Kuydendall E. O. Watts 20 
1911 W. M. Kuydendall E. o. atts 25 
1912 W. M. Kuydendall E. o. atts 25 
1913 1. M. Kuydendall E. o. atts JO 
1914 E. o. atts JO 
1915 J . T. Lewis E. o. atts 30 
1916 J . T. Lewis w. o. atts 
1917 J . T. Lewis w. o. fatts 35 
1918 J . T. Lewis w. o. Watts 35 No Name 20 0) 

1919 J . T. Lewis w. o. atts 30 a-



APPENDIX IV 
HISTORICAL TABLE FOR THE 

MT . ZI ON BAPTIST CHU RCH 

Enroll - Training Un ion En r ol l- V . B .S . Enroll -
Year Pastor s . s . S upt . me n t · Director ment Held ment 

1920 d . H. Ryals w. o. Watts 40 
1921 T. H. Ryals w. o. Watts 
1922 w. H. Ryals w. o. Watts 39 
1923 w. H. Ryals w. o. Wa tts 40 
1924 w. H. Ryals w. o. Watts 
l 925 W. H. Ryals w. o. Watts 
1926 W. H. Ryals w. o. Wa t t s 50 
l 92 7 C. E . Hutchinson w. o. Watts 
1928 J . F . Price \1 . o. Watts 
l929 J . F . Price \ . o. Watts 
1930 H. D . Mayer o. atts 
193l H. D. Mayer o. latts 
1932 H. D. Mayer u. o. atts 65 
l933 J . H. Maddox . o . Jatts 60 
1934 C. R. lidick o. atts 60 . 0 . Watts, J r . 16 
1935 c . Widick . o. att Bo w . o. Watts , J r . 
1936 Reed shing o. 1 atts 80 . o. atts, Jr . 
193 7 Reed shing o. latte 82 o. atts, J r . 21 
1938 Reed shing o. latts 65 o. r/atts , J r . 28 Yes 59 
1939 e d ihlshing o. atts 65 o. Watts, J r . 22 Yes 33 
1940 lleed Rushing o. atts 65 o. Watts, Jr . 24 Yes 35 
194 Reed i-ru.shing o. Watts 91 o. atts , Jr . 55 Yes 46 

1942 E . c . foodall o. latte 72 o. Watts , J 40 Yes 
1943 E . C. Woodall o. Watts 75 O. Watts , Jr . 45 
1944 E . C. Woodall o. latte 65 rs . S . L . Smith 48 Yes 18 

1945 E . C. Woodall o. Watts 69 W. O. Watts , J r . 44 
1946 E . C. foodall o. atts 75 s . L. Smith 3 7 Yes 30 

1947 Grant Jones o. Tatts 75 Yes 3 7 
1948 Grant Jones . o . latts 1'::> M. E . Smith 55 Yes 77 

1949 J . B. Jackson o. Watts 90 Marion E . Smith 65 Yes 104 co 
-.J 



Year Pastor s . s . 

1950 w. o. 
1951 Wallace Denton w. o. 
1952 Wallace Denton w. o. 
1953 Wall ace Denton w. o. 
1954 Wall a ce Den ton w. o. 
1955 Malcolm Roge r s w. o. 
1956 Malc olm ogers w. o. 
195 7 Malc olm Rogers • OA 
1958 Mal colm ogers . o. 
1959 Harvey L . Holland w. o. 
1960 Harvey L. Holland w. o. 

APPENDIX IV 
HIS TO RIC AL TABLE FOR THE 

MT. ZION BAPTIST CHURCH 

Enroll- Training Union 
Supt . ment Director 

Watts 90 Frank Watts , Jr . 
Watts 90 Bill Jones 
Watts 160 s . L . Smith 

atts 75 V. C. Cobb 
atts 157 Bill Jones 

Watts 14]. s . L . Smith 
Tatts 136 Mrs . Francis Camp 

Watts 71 Mrs . Franc is Camp 
:fatts 139 V. C. Cobb 
atts 129 Euell vhi te 
atts ll9 Edward agan 

Enroll - V. B.S . 
men t He l d 

47 Yes 
64 Yes 
41 

Yes 
Yes 

68 Yes 
88 Yes 
62 Yes 
73 Yes 
33 Yes 
53 Yes 

Enroll -
ment 

88 
72 

47 
70 
70 
75 
80 
75 
29 
55 

co 
co 



APPENDIX V 
HISTORICAL TABLE FOR THE 

ELKTON BAPTIST CHU RCH 

Enroll - Training Union Enroll- V. B.S . Enroll -
Year Pastor S . S . Supt . me n t Di rec tor ment Held ment 

1860 
1861 
1862 
1863 
1864 G. Hunt 
1865 
1866 R. A. Massey 
1867 A. Massey James w. Hu ea 25 
1868 R. A. Massey Dr . S . T . Lowery 45 
1869 Dr . S . T . Lowery 30 
1870 J . L Peay 
1871 J . M. Pay John L Lewi 54 
1872 /illiam H. Jordan J ohn :/. Lewis 55 
1873 William H. Jordan John w. Lewis .. 45 
1874 J . G. Kindall John 1. Le is 44 
1875 J . G. Kindall John Levis 50 
1876 J . G. Kindall John 50 
1877 J . G. Kindall John 40 
18'(8 J . G. Kindal John 
1879 T. W. Bibb John Lewis 
1880 J ohn w. Lewis 37 
1881 c. 1. Dic ken John T. s 
1882 C . w. Dick n John 
1883 C. W. Die n John s 
1884 W. H. Ryals hn . Lewis 45 
1885 S . Bake B . E . Boone 58 
1886 A . U . Boon Lew s 70 
1887 A. U . J . P. 56 
1888 J . D. B. E. 50 
1889 w. a.. 80 a> 
1890 w. C. - 6 -.D ,... 



A ENDIX V 
HIS TO RIC AL TABLE FO THE 

ELKTON BAPI'IST CHURCH 

Enroll - Training Union Enroll - V.B.S . Enroll-
Year Past::>r s . s . Supt . ment Director ment Held ment 

1891 s . P. F::>rgy B. E. Boone 68 
1892 s . P. Forgy B. E. Boone 86 
1893 w. L. Peyton B. E. Boone 62 
1894 w. L. Peyton B. E. Boone 80 
1895 w. L. Peyton B. E . Boone 80 
1896 w. L. Peyton Virgil Nuckols 6o 
1897 w. c. Cleveland Virgil Nuckols 80 
1898 J . H. Robert R sey 72 
1899 W. M. obert Ramsey 85 
1900 W. H . H. L. Trimble 85 
1901 w. L H. L. Trimble 90 
1902 J . . Joiner H. L. Trimble 72 
1903 J . . Joiner . T. sey 98 
1904 s . J . Cannon J . c . McR ynolde 93 
1905 s . J . Cannon J . c . cR olds 90 
1906 s . J . Cannon . T. amsey 90 
1907 s . M. cC arte r T. arose 123 
1908 R. T . ams y 95 
1909 J . T. Hoskins 128 
1910 w. • He en R. T . J35 
1911 c . . Hutchenson T • 86 
1912 c . E. Hutchenson R. T. 87 
19)3 L. B . 93 
1914 94 
1915 c . L. Hammack L. B. Boone 107 
1916 R. T. amsey 73 
1917 T. v. Miller J . H. ams 105 
1918 T. v. Miller Dr . King Prewitt 97 
1919 T. v. Miller Dr . King Prewitt 104 ...0 

0 



APPENDIX V 
HISTORICAL TABLE FOR THE 

ELKTON BAPTIST CHURCH 

Enroll- Training Union Enroll - V.B.S . Enroll-
Year Pastor S . S . Su.et . ment Director ment Held ment 

1920 T. V. Miller John H. Williams 104 
1921 John H. Williams 
1922 B. v. Bolton John H. Williams D2 
1923 B. v. Bolton John H. Williams 12 7 
1924 B. v. Bolton John H. Williams 
1925 J . F . Price John H. Williams 
1926 J . F . Price John H. Williams 161 
1927 J . F . Price J . T. Lashbrook 165 Yes no name 25 
1928 J . F . Price J . T. Lashbrook 
1929 L. E. Martin A. Boone 16o 
1930 w. E. Florer A. w. Boone 
1931 w. E. Florer v. B. Nuckols 
1932 w. E. Florer v. B. Nuckols 147 Yes no name 25 
1933 w. E. Florer Carlie eatherford 189 Yes no name 35 
1934 w. E. Florer Carlie eatherford 205 Yes 40 
1935 w. E. Florer L . G. Boone 158 King Pruitt 29 
1936 w. E. Florer L. G. Boone 264 Yes 40 
1937 w. E. Florer J. B. Standard 170 Yes 26 Yes 90 

1938 J . w. Southerland A. G. Felts 175 Yes 90 

1939 J . w. Southerland A. O. Felts 212 C. W. Weatherford 29 Yes JO 
1940 J . w. Southerland A. G. Felts 204 Yea Yes 25 
1941. J. w. Southerland Lewis tledge 163 Yes 15 
l942 J . w. Southerland s . Anderson l81 John N. illiams 3 7 Yes 32 
l9L3 Baynard F. Fox c . eatherford 159 Yes 22 
1944 aynard F. Fox c . . Weat rford 192 Baynard F. Fox 48 Yes 66 
1945 Baynard F. Fox c . eatherford 180 Baynard F. Fox 53 Yes 76 
1946 A. J . Dickinson c . w. eatberford 205 
1947 A. J . Dickinson c . w. eatherford 236 A. G. Felts 84 Yes 84 
1948 A. J . Dickinson Richard Birkhead 286 Mrs . . P. Hester 65 Yes 50 -...0 

1949 A. J . Dickinson Richard Birkhead 275 A. O. Felts 58 Yes 60 1-:1 



APPENDIX V 
HISTORICAL TABLE FDR THE 

ELKTON BAPTIST CHURCH 

Enroll- Training Union Enroll- V.B.S. Enroll-
Year Pastor S. S. SuEt. ment Director ment Held ment 

1950 A. J. Dickinson Richard Birkhead 274 Roland Markham 72 Yes 102 
1951 A. J . Dickinson Charlie Weatherford 267 A. G. Felts 93 Yes 82 
1952 A. J . Dickinson Charlie Weatherford 266 Frank Powell 84 Yes 92 
1953 A. J . Dickinson Charlie Weatherford 209 Lyllian Young 62 Yes 85 
1954 A. J . Dickinson Fred Alcock JOO Lyllian Young 56 Yes 80 
1955 A. J. Dickinson Fred Alcock 323 I.zy-llian Young 89 Yes 89 
1956 A. J. Dickinson Fred Alcock 341 Billy Vick Hall 87 Yes 100 
1957 A. J . Dickinson F. Alcott 318 Billy Vick Hall 78 Yes 93 
1958 Victor Watts F. Alcott 356 Paul Rager 72 Yes 118 
1959 Victor Watts Roland Marcham 340 Paul Rage r 81 Yes 91 
l96o W. D. Sharp Paul Rager 340 Lullian Young 96 Yes 115 



APPENDIX VI 
HISTORICAL TABLE FOR THE 
MT . GILEAD BAPI'IS T CHURCH 

Enroll - Training Union Enroll- V.B.S. Enroll-
Year Pastor s . s . SuEt· ment Director ment Held ment 

1860 c. M. Lawry 
1861 
1862 
186) 
1864 s . P. Forgy 
1865 • P. F orgy 
1866 s. P . Forgy s . P . Forgy 20 
1867 s . P. Forgy s. P . Forgy 20 
1868 s. P . Forgy w. w. Frazier 25 
1869 s. P . Forgy 
1870 S. P. Forgy B. inston 75 
1871 S . P . Forgy B. Winston 60 
1872 S . P . Forgy B. inston 55 
1873 S. P. Forgy B. inston 60 
1874 S . P. Forgy B. Winston 45 
1875 S . P . Forgy B . Winston 25 
1876 S . P . For gy B. Winston 20 
1877 w. w. Gardner I. N. alton 50 
1878 W. H. Williama I. N. alton 50 
1879 C. W. Dicken I. N. alton 70 
1880 c . w. Dicken I. N. alton 60 
1881 C. W. Dicken J . H. Johnson 75 
1882 C. W. Dicken I. N. alton so 
1883 I. N. alton 40 
1884 T. W. Bibb 3 7 
1885 T. W. Bibb w. H. Mime 42 
1886 T. • Bibb • B. ims 36 
1887 T. . Bibb w. H. Mims 30 
1888 T. W. Bibb JO ...0 

I.,,..) 

1889 John D. Jor dan H. B. Small 40 



APPENDIX VI 
HISTORICAL TABLE FOR THE 
MT . GILEAD BAPI'IST CHURCH 

Enroll- Training Union Enroll - V. B.S . Enroll-
Year Pastor s . s . Supt . ment Direc tor ment Held ment 

1890 B. A. Copas r. N. Walton 30 
1891 B. A. Copas I. N. Walton 50 
1892 J . w. Qouc h I. N. Walton 50 
1893 w. L . Peyton I. N. Walton 8.5 
1894 w. L . Peyton Thomas Pepper 99 
1895 w. L. Pe;wton Thoma s Pepper 84 
1896 w. L. Peyton Thomas Pepper 100 
1897 W. C . Cleveland Thomas Pepper 100 
1898 Dr . Ryals c. c . Reynolds 90 
1899 J . H , Moore C . C . eynolds 50 
1900 E . S • Alderman c. c. Reynolds .50 
1901 E . S • Alderman Thomas Pepper 88 
1902 J . S . Snyder Thomas Pepper 75 
1903 J . S . Snyder M. B . Gill 62 
1904 J . S . Snyder M. B , Gill 65 
1905 J . S . Snyder M. B . Gill 57 
1906 M. B . Gill 
1907 B. F. Hagan M. B . Gill 72 
1908 B . F . Hagan M. B . GilJ. 59 
1909 B. F . Hagan 11 . B. Gill 40 
1910 R. B. Mahoney M. B, , Gill 50 
1911 R. B . Mahoney M. B. Gill 50 
1912 R. B • Mahoney M. B. Gill 50 
19]3 J. H. Burnett M. B , Gill 62 
1914 J. H, Burnett M. B. Gill 35 
1915 J . H. Burnett M. B. Gill 60 
1916 J . H. Burnett M. B, Gill 53 
1917 J . H. Burnett M. B. Gill 65 
1918 J. H. Bu rnett M. B. Gill 65 ~ 

~ 

1919 M. B. Gill 40 



APPENDIX VI 
HISTORICAL TABLE FOR THE 
MT . GILEAD BAPTIST CHURCH 

Enroll- Training Union Enroll- V . B .S. Enroll-
Year Pastor s. s . Supt . ment Director ment Held ment 

1920 T. v. Miller M. B. Gill 32 
l 921 T. v. Miller M. B . Gill 
1922 w. E . Florer M. B. Gill 51 
1923 M. B. Gill 77 
1924 T . P . Simmons Frank J . Smith 
1925 T. P . Simmons Frank J . Smith 
1926 J . H. Maddox Frank J . Smith Yes no name given 
1927 J . H. Maddox Frank J . Smi t h 
l 928 Rex Brown Frank J . Smith 
1929 Frank J . S mith 72 
1930 Ki e de l Thomas Frank J. Smi t h 
1931 W. B. Hayni e Frank J . Smith 
3..932 W. B. Haynie Frank J . Smith 52 
1933 W. B. Haynie Frank J. Smith LO 
1 934 Frank J . Smith 38 
193 5 Walter E . Rogers Frank J . Smith 64 
1936 Reed Rushing Frank J . Smith 40 
1937 eed Rushing Frank J . Smith 46 
1938 Paul W. Travis Frank J . Smith 65 
193 9 Paul W. Travis Frank J . Smith 66 Catherine Breakfield 12 
1940 Paul W. Travis Frank J . Smith 46 
1941 Paul W. Tr avis Frank J. Smith 70 
1942 J . W. Shaw Frank J. Smith 75 
1943 Hankins Parker Frank J . Smith 67 
1944 Hankins Parker Frank J . Smith 96 Richard E . Price 39 Ye s 24 

1945 Hankins Parker ichard . Price 34 obert Blic k 22 Yes 52 

1946 Daniel Cloer Rich d E . Price 82 obert Blick 19 Yes 62 

1947 Daniel Cloer i ch d E . Price 88 Yes 60 ...0 
\J1. 

1948 Daniel Cloer i chard E . Pric e 90 Yes 56 
1949 i chard E . Price 74 Yes 



APPENDIX VI 
HISTORICAL TAB IE FDR THE 
MT . GIIEAD BAPTIST CHURCH 

Enroll- Training Union 
Year Pastor S . S. Supt. ment Director 

19.50 E . C. Dockery Richard E. Price 86 
19.52 E. C. Dockery Harry D. Downing 78 
19.53 Delbert Hamilton Harry D. Downing 7.5 
19.54 Chester Self' Harry D. Downing 80 
l955 Chester Self Harry D. Downing 93 
1956 Chester Self' Harry D. Downing 96 
1957 Charles O. Binkley Harry D. Downing 104 None 
1958 Charles O. Binkley Woodrow Hadden 93 None 
1959 Jesse Gann Woodrow Hadden 93 None 
1960 Jes e Gann H. D. Downing 64 None 

Enroll- V .B .S. 
ment Held 

Yes 
Yes 
Yes 
Yes 
Yes 
Yes 

None Yes 
None Yes 
None Yes 
None Yes 

Enroll-
ment 

6l 
.54 
67 
47 
47 
72 
69 
.52 
75 
71 

....0 
0--
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