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ABST RACT 

Wi lliam Hen r y Ol i ver wa s born on Nove mber 4, 1 903 t o 

11 ev . ann Mr s . J am'3s ITa r r i!'l o n Olt ver i n [ nrJ Lan Mounu , Torwes ne e . 

iTe a tt end e d e lement a ry sc11oo l 3 i n Sto wad, .•1nd Mon t. go mer,y 

Counties a nJ r.;radua to d f r- ,)Tr1 Do ve r High '.~ chool ln. 1922 . Af ter 

spendi n g t h re e years a. L Sout l1.wes t e rn Pr esbyt e rian Un t versi ~y 

in r: larksvi lle , h e t r ans f e rred t o Va.p d erbi lt Univers i t y in 

Nashville, graduat ing fr om college in 1 926 . 

Willi am Henry Oliv~r 1 s fir st positi ~n a f t er c o l lege 

was at Jere Baxt e r High Sch o o l in Nashville, Tenn ess ee . He 

taugh t Eng l i sh the r e one year. He moveJ t o Ayden, North 

Car oli n a ln 1 927 where he t au gh t Ma t h and "Snglish at ·-::urek a 

C ollec;e , t lien the e duca tionA.l ins ti t u t i on f or the Free Will 

Bap ti s t d e n omi nation . In Mp,y of 1928, he mar r i erl Pauli ne 

McCn.11 in Nashvill e and t hey returned t o Nor th Carolina to stay 

urtt i l Eure k a closed its doors in Decembe T' of 1928. Mr. OU ver 

retur n e d t o Na sh vill e to becam e a salesma n for Nash ville Life 

and Accident Insuran ce Com!)any. 

William Henry Oliver has had many expe ri ence s as a 

Fre e 'Nill Baptist minist or . He be g an p r e a c hing in 1 923 a t the 

First Ch r isti a.n Churc h in Dover-. He S? ent several swni;1e :::-- s 

thereafter i n e vange listic V/O r'k . He bec21·,e an orda i ned :n:t nis­

ter i n Octo ber, 1924. He hel pe d t o establis h an d pastored for 

two year s the Eas t Nas h vi l l e Fr ee Will Bap t i s t Church • . :ith,)r 

p as tora t;es h av e include cl t.:1e Ayde n Fre'3 Nill Baptist Church i n 

~orth Caroli na , Be t hel, Be thl ehem, Ol i ve t , and Dunba r's 

Chape l Fre ;:-; Wi ll Bap t ist Chur ches in midd l e Te nne ssee. 



William Henry Oliver has spent thirt y-five year3 of 

his l i fe as a public educ ator . In 1929 , he be came both a 

tea cher and the pr1 ncipal of Kings t on :',2rl n13 3 School tn 

Cheatl-·1.m Coun t ) . l n 19:30, he taught at Hume- l<'og (r, in Na s bv'i. l le . 

Ii'r o1i1 Hl32 ... -1937 , he taught a ·1d wa s t he Act i vit:te s Mana~et' e.t 

East Nashville High School. Ee served as assistant princi pal 

for t \vo years and held t he pri r1 cipalshlp at East for e i r;htce".'l. 

years. World War, II was fought duri ng this ti.me. He wrote 

Dear Joe, which wa s de clicat P,d t n his former students and one 

teacbe r who died in that war. The Board of Educg ti on elected 

him as as s istant s u~eri. ntendent in 1957. In December of tha t 

year, he became the superintendent and. r e tained the po s ~. tion 

for seven ::ears until Nashville City Schools and Davidson 

Count y Sc hools merccd into Metro . 

':'lilliam Henry Ollv0r r etired on one day in 1964 and 

went back to work the next, this t i me t o become a col lee:e 

professor at Belmont College . He remained there until 1970, 

t eachi ng in t h e Eng lish 2.nd Education Departments. In t l1e 

fg_ ll of 1?70, he jotned t~e fac ulty at J?re (~ ,!tll Bap t ist 

~1ibl e Golleg,c) , t e ac hi nG F.nc;li sh g_nd Educ ati on courses . He 

r •3 mains l n that pos·ition '.'l t t :1e prese::1t . 
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To the GracJ u2. t. -~ Co·mci 1 : 

I am s u bmitting he r c,w:_~_:·t a The s l. s written b y 0phe lta 
J a le Edward s entitle d 11 Wi lli a m He nr y Oll V ? l.': 1 Foun de d upon a 
Rock '. " I r ecorru;1en ::l tho. t -5. t b e tt cco r,,t e d in partial f u l fi llment 
o f the r e qu ir,~:ncnt ::; fo r· t ;ie ,legre e of ;.-1a s t. 0 r of Ar t s , wi th a 
major in Soc i a l Studies . 

,Je h ave read this thes-ts a nd 
r ecomme nd its a c c e p tan ce: 

Member 

Acc epted fJr the Council: 



AC JO.fO 'IJLED:'r':i:M l~TS 

The aut hor mus t f'l r s t express n1u ch app rec i fJ.t i on to 

Dr . J . lH lton Henr y , Pro f c ::;:.=;r)r of Hi st c,r~,' , Au s tin re o., _r State 

UT1 i vers lt~_, , who SUfs[';08 ted t 11e ~onlc a nd ·_,:: ,ase suggest i ons 

and ,<~uidance have be en s o valu nl, le in ~,u r [ uini::; t h e wo.r h . She 

wou l d als o li ke to thari ),: Rid: Ra s berry an r Lind a l' . Da rre ll 

for c i r efu l proofre q_clinr: and co (1structiv 1:i c r iticism. 

Tl-ie author ls de epl y p: r 9.l.;e ful to VJilllam Henry :)li v ,~r• 

h lmself fo1• the many hour s he h a s give n f or personRl int er­

views and c ·:wre :J'."10n denc·e RS well a s a ~c es ~1 t o his let t ers 

'.1nd pe.pers . ,it t :·10 11t hls co opera l~ lon an iJ a c",s is t an ce t his t lic si. s 

wo ul d h ave b een i mpo ssi b le. 

Next, t h anks are extend e d to Dr. :To rbe rt C. Gabhart, 

1-re sident of Bel:n on t College , 921d Dr . L. C. J o1mson , President 

ci f Fre e W1.ll Baptist Bibl e Co lle r,e, f o1~ takin g tt·,ne from busy 

s ch e du l e s f o r p~~sonal i n t ervlewi. 

Speci a l t1, :m ks are v.ven to Gar y F . Bar e foot, :Sibrarien 

a t Mt. Oli ve C: ollege , to Jud.y Shrewsbury, Librarian a :·, Free 

.;ill B3.ptL, t Dible C•J l 1e Ge , an rl Helen De so rcy , r.-:etrop0Htan 

0oa r d of ErJuc a t :Lan Office. These indivi ,J119.l ;-1 were most cour ­

t e ous in mg_ kl ng availahlc to t !:1e authoT' n_nt .-.: rials need ed . 

Al s o , de e ::r grat itucle goes t o t ,10 author's par cJnts an 11 

s t st e r who hau Vne pa t L.,nc e and unders t an d i ng to al low :1c r t J 

f ~nis h thl s work . Appreci 1tlo~ nl30 i s ex t ended f or enco,1~~g9 -

me n t , f r o ·, n ti '. '. e t o ti me. 



1 0O3- l 32C 

. . . 
. . . . . . . . . 

. • . l 

4 1 

59 

• 134 

1 59 



Chapter 1 

THE FOUNDATION IS LAID 
(1903-1926) 

William Henry Oliver was born on November 4, 1903, in 

Indian Mound, Tennessee. Indian Mound is a small village in 

Stewart County, about twelve miles from the county seat of 

Dover. His parents were James Harrison Oliv~r (Jinmy) and 

Frances Lavonia Hembree Oliver. 1 He was named William for his 

grandfather, William Harrison 011 ver, a.nd Henry for his 
') 

un~le, Henry Oliver.~ 

James Harrison Olive r was born on April 6, 1882, near 

Cadiz, Kentucky. His parents were William Harrison Oil ver and 

Sus1U1 Litchfield Oliver. They moved to Termessee when James 

was a.bout two years old. J. H. Oliver I s father was a very 

versatile peroon .. fl carpenter, a timbernan, a tanner, and 

even a writer of poetry. His mother was a homemaker who was 

especially fond of flowers. This c~~ple had eleven children, 

ten of whom lived to reach ad11lthood. They v1ere very devout 

Christians. Like most Southerners after the Civil War, they 

were poor, hard-working people . The Olivers are burled in 

1
·Nillia.m Henry Oliver to Dale Edwards, July 24, 1974. 

2 . 
Statement by William Henry Oli ver , personal interview, 

A.ugust 6, 1974. 

l 
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the Hayes Cemetery, near the Montgomery-Stewart County line 

in Stewart County . 

Frances Lavonia Hembree was born on October 23, 1884, 

near Liberty , Tennessee. She was the youngest of six children 

born t o David Anderson Hembree and Ephelda Hembree. She was 

really just a little mou ntain girl. She knew the old ballads 

and most of the wild flowers, which she loved very much. Her 

parents moved from East Tennessee to Middle Tennessee when 

she was about thirteen years old. They lived in the Montgom­

ery and Stewart County areas. Her parents were also devout 

Christians with some musical ability. Her father was a Civil 

War veteran, probably on the side of the North, since he was 

an East Tennessean. This family was of the pioneer type. The 

Hembrees had lived in Missouri for a time, which was then 

rather wild. The Hembrees are buried in the Moreland Grave­

yard, an old Cherokee graveyard, near Indian Mound. No one 

is buried there except the Morelands and William Henry 

Ollver 1 s maternal grandparents. 3 

The children of James Harrison Oliver and Frances 

Lavonia Hembree Oliver were seven. William Henry was the 

firstborn. John Anderson Oliver was born on May 12, 1906 . He 

presently resides in Nashville, Tennessee, after giving many 

years to education in that city. Dovie Frances Oliver was 

3 
William Henry Oliver to Dale Edwards, July 24, 1974. 



4 5 born on March 1, 1908. She died with whooping cough. She 

lived just over a month, dying on April 8, 1908. James 

Herschel Oliver was born on November 18, 1910. He now lives 

on a farm in Robertson County near Springfield, Tennessee. 

Myrtle Mae Oliver, now Mrs. Eddis Stanley, was born on August 

27, 1914. She and her husband live in the Sango Community near 

Clarksville, Tennessee. Bessie Pearl Oliver, now Mrs. Henry 

Bates Miller, was born on February 1, 1917. She now resides 

in Nashville, Tennessee. Ruby Bernice Oliver was the youngest, 

born on December 23, 1919. She died from an accidental rifle 

wound. 

The Olivers lived in a house owned by Dr. J.B. Lahitf 

when Willia.m Henry was born. The house was near the prese.nt 

site of A. C. Moore's home. Shortly thereafter, they moved to 

a house on the T. W. Seay farm near Indian Mound. It was 

here that their second son, John, was born. 

Little Henry's first memory dates back to about the 

time of John's birth. He remembers seeing a cow jump over a 

paling fence to get to her young calf. Included in his early 

memories are those of his first school days. The Olivers 

were living near Dick's Fork, which was up the hollow from 

what is now the Indian Mound United Methodist Churc~. He 

4Ibid. 

5statement by William Henry Oliver, personal 
interview, July 5, 1974. 
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started to school at Indian Mound in 1909 i n a wilding which 

is now the Masonic Hall. James Harrison Oliver was proud of 

his oldest son as he took him to school that first day. He 

did not accompany him later, but he usually sent his son in 

the care of one of the neighbors. Hayden McGregor was a faith­

ful companion to little Henry. Later, Hayden's younger 

sister, Clarice, also accompmied Henry to school. For a time, 

the Olivers lived on the Wilson Farm near the Rories. The 

Rorie children and William Daley proved to be friends who 

could watch out for Henry. Those were the days of the one­

room school when one walked to school with no concern about 
6 

busing. William Henry's first teacher was a Mrs. Fonnie 

(Sally) Spiceland. Indian Mound had two teachers that year. 

Mr. and Mrs. Fonnie Spiceland both taught and he was the 

principal. That first year there was not a seat of hls own 

for little Henry. Little first graders sat with the big 

girls way back in the room. When Henry tried to be cre~tive 

by drawing, his teacher thought he was wasting time. That 

was before the day when teachers looked for creative 

children. Even in those days there was "individualized 

instruction." During this tlme, each student was at work on 

his studies while the teacher went around the room to help 

any individual who needed it. Henry remembers one day when 

6statement by William Henry Oliver, personal 
interview, August 6, 1974. 
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thi s was i n progress. All we.a quiet. Henry had to sneeze and, 

as was his custom, he said "Scat" afterwards. Fortunately, 

no disciplinary action was taken on this 11 ttle fellow who 

had disturbed the quiet of an individualized learning 
7 

center. Thus began what was to be the polestar, the consum-

ing interest of William Henry Oliver - education. 

The years of 1910 and 1911 were filled with events 

that would stand out in the mind of William Henry Oliver for 

years to come. Herschel was born in 1910 while the Olivers 

were still living on the Wilson Farm. Sometime during the 

year, they moved to the Flem Smith Pl~ce which was a little 

closer to Indian Mound. Henry was now all of seven years 

old. 8 The house on the Smith Place had running water on the 

back porch. It was piped in from a spring which was located 

a short distance up a hollow from the house. This was of 

real interest, for Henry had never seen anything like it 

previously. It was during 1911 that Henry began that great 

sport of fishing. He could always make hooks out of straight 

pins and look forward to using real fishing hooks when his 

uncle, Bill Hembree, crune. On his walk to school, Henry had 

to cross Dick's Fork Creek twice. The oldtimers said it was 

ten degrees below zero that winter. Little Henry slipped 

7statement by William Henry Oliver, personal 
interview, July 5, 1974. 

8statement by William Henry Oliver, personal 
interview, August 6, 1974. 



6 

and fell into the icy waters of the creek. Half-frozen and 

crying, he finally reached the school. Some of the big girls 

rubbed snow on h1s hands, as this was the remedy prescribed 

to keep cold hands from hurting. It would take more than 

t his to keep William Henry Oliver from school, although he 

had thoughts of going home that day. School was out for the 

year at Christmas time. Henry and his friends and relatives 

enjoyed firecrackers that Christmas. Henry would have liked 

to have continued his education for more than the five months 

term. There was a subscription school with tuition of one 

dollar per month. James Harrison Oliver would have liked for 

Henry to have taken this work also. However, there was one 

hindrance. He did not have the dollar.9 Thus, Henry , along 

with most of the children in the community, put school aside 

until the next fall. 

James Harrison Oliver had been a sharecropper, a 

preacher, and had made cross ties. He now decided to invest 

in some farming equipment of his own and to rent a farm. 

Thus, he and his family rented and moved to the Cherry Farm 

ln Cherry Hollow. This was later known as the Lewis Farm. 

It is today the home of Everette Grizzard and is located 

between Red Top on Highway Seventy-nine and the village of 

Indian Mound. Henry's father bought some mules and the 
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necessary farm implements. He rented about one hundred and 

fifty acres of land for one hundred and fifty dollars a year. 

The Olivers remained in this place for three years. James 

Harrison's parents and two of his brothers, Alfred and Porter, 

lived on the place, too. Eventually, still another brother, 

Billy, came to the Cherry Farm. He died with tuberculosis, 

leaving six children for his parents to lead to maturity. 

Those were three dry years and money was tight. Hard worker 

though he was, J. H. Oliver could not get ahead on his 

rented farm. 

The oitvers were as close to the McGregor School now 

as they were to Indian Mound. Having no school zoning laws, 

they chose to attend McGregor. 10 The school building was a 

fairiy new, one-room school then. It had been named for 

Manson McGregor, a leader in the connnunity. He was a member 

o.t'. the school board who want ed a good school in his col11ltlunity. 

The building also served as a meeting house for a Sunday 

School on the first day of the week. The school was in a 

wooded area. The McGregor School burned many years ago, but 

the old cistern is still located on the site. As one goes 

from Indian Mound toward Red Top, one may turn right about 

one-halt' mile past the Cross Creek Baptist Church. One will 

come within a half mile of the old school site. No . road leads 

10 
Statement by William Henry Oliver, personal 

interview, July 5, 1974. 
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t o the actual site on the hill. Those people who once 

attended McGregor can still spot those trees they climbed.11 

I s that really the hum of recitation? No, it is only memory's 

imagination of some sixty or more years ago. 

No longer did Henry have to walk to school by himself. 

His brother, John, now accompanied him. Iron ore had been 

taken from pits in many parts of Stewart County. The Oliver 

boys went near several abandoned pits as they journeyed to 

McGregor School each day. Henry and John were calmly walld.ng 

along one morning when they suddenly heard a frightening 

noise, apparently coming from one of those old pits. Was it 

a bear? Was it a wolf? The boys' hearts beat faster and fast­

er1 The nearest way to school lay right by where that noise 

originated. The two boys ran all the way home, never stopping 

to think that the noise could have been only a stray dog. 

What that noise was remains one of those childhood mysteries. 

It was enough to cause Henry and John to go back to Indian 

Mound to school on the well-beaten path. 

Dogs have always been special to William Henry Oliver. 

It was on the Cherry Farm that he acquired his first very own 

dog at the age of nine. It was a little black shepherd puppy. 

Henry's stories, sermons, and lectures have always contained 
12 his beloved dog stories. 

llstatement by William Henry Oliver, personal 
interview, August 6, 1974. 

12 Statement by William Henry Oliver, personal 
int erview, July 5, 1974. 
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Ten years old and time for Henry to learn to plow 

came i n 1913. The mules did not pay att ention to Henry's 

"Whoa.. " He set about to find something that they would heed . 

The magic word proved to be "Wee . " Thus, a small boy of ten 

could be seen plowing on the Cherry Farm us i ng "Wee" as he 

commanded his mules to halt. 

After three years on the Cherry Farm, moving day 

arrived for the Olivers again. This time it was a move to 

the Wright Moreland Property which was still near the present 

Cross Creek Baptist Church. The stay there was rather short. 

Henry's uncle Alfred Oliver's second marriage was to influ­

ence the Olivers• next move. Alfred married a widow, Mary 

Bryant, and they soon separated. Alfred continued to live on 

her farm, near Red Top, in Montgomery County. The J. H. Oliver 

Family moved there to farm. This land is now a part of the 

Fort Cambell Military Base. It was then near Clinard's 
13 Store. 

The year in Montgomery County contained some memorable 

events in the life of William Henry Oliver. Henry began shoot­

ing a gun there. Henry's father had bought a breech-loader 

from Bill Hembree for three dollars. Henry and John took turns 

shooting it when they went hunting. Of course, the boys 

needed a gun for each. They bought a muzzle-loader for one 

13:rbid. 
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dollar . When Henry was not working on the farm, he worked 

fo r Tom Vaughan for a nickel an hour. I n one day, he could 

make fifty cents with which he could buy a box of shells 

or a twenty-four pound bag of flour. These wages were 

greater than the pennies his father had paid him for catching 

tobaoco worms. The year was not all work as Henry did go to 

school when the term began. This term found him in the Plain 

View Scl!lool. The only thing recalled from that year was a 

yell the teacher taught. It went like this: 

Re mo ril 
Ke mo k11 
Polly wants a zigzagl 
Polly wants a ki me1 
Sis boom bah1 
Plain Viewl Plain Viewl 
Rahl Rahl Rahl 

The teacher's name has long since been forgotten. 15 

None of these events are the most important ones of 

Henry's twelfth year. It was during this year that he read 

the Bible through for the first time and also became a 

Christian. He was attending a revival that was being held in 

the blacksmith shop at Needmore. Needmore is on the Lylewood 

Road which runs from Highway Seventy-nine to the Cumberland 

niver at the point of the ferry crossing to Cumberland City. 

It is in Montgomery County. Henry's father arrl Bill Hembree 

14william Henry Oliver to Dale Edwards, September 
21, 197~. 

·15Ibid. 
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were preaching that week. Henry says, "I think that Dad was 

preaching the night of my conversion. 1116 The Holy Spirit 

convicted young Henry that night, and he believed on the 

Lord Jesus Christ as his personal Savior. That same sunnner, 

he was baptized in nearby Blooming Grove Creek by his 

father. He then joined Dunbar's Chapel Free Will Baptist 

Church which had been dedicated in May of 1914. The church 

was full in those days with wagon loads of young people 

coming to the services. Henry recalled many times when he had 

to sit on the edge of the platform as all the pews were 
17 filled with adults. 

The Oliver Family came back to Stewart County after 

just a year in adjoining Montgomery County. It was a return 

to the Moreland Place and McGregor School. Miss Virgie Butts 

(later Mrs. Angers Seay), Miss Clarice Tucker, and Miss 

Hattie Wallace (later Mrs. Robertson) were three or the 

young ladies sent to McGregor to teach. McGregor was evident­

ly considered one of the least desirable positions in the 

entire county. More than lmowledge of subject matter and 

professional ability was needed by teachers at ll~cGregor. The 

enrollment was approximately sixty students with as few as 

four coming on bad weather days. The teacher's salary was 

thirty dollars a month, and it took ten dollars of this 

16Ibid. 

·17statement expressed by William Henry Oliver in a 
sermon ( "One Great Gathering") at Dunbar's Chapel (Indian 
Mound, Tennessee), July 28, 1974. 
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amount for room and board. Miss Butts received a raise, 

bringing her salary to thirty-two dollars. One must certainly 

say, "Hats off to those girls who taught there. 1118 One year, 

they had to try out three teachers before they found the one 

who would stay at McGregor.19 

The students at McGregor hardly lacked amusement. The 

students enjoyed such games as "Two-Eyed Cat" and "Fox in the 

Morning, Goose in the Evening." Their most enjoyable sport, 

however, was that of catching mice. Timber had been cut 

around the school building, and stumps abounded on the 

grounds. Mice could usually be found between the outer and 

inner layers of bark. Yes, the boys were lmown to bring mtce 

inside to amuse the young ladies. A pond near the school was 

surrounded by cattails. There was nothing like blowing cat­

tails into the air. The boys also visited a cave do\m on the 

bluff. Henry and Pete Terrell wandered off to this cave on 

one occasion. Pete got scared because he thought a bear 

might appear on the scene. The cave expedition was halted. 20 

William Henry Oliver took his first trip to Dover, 

the county seat, at the age of twelve. His uncle, Frank 

Hembree, was preaching at a revival being held in the 

McGregor School. Some of the rowdy boys in the community 

18statement by William Henry Oliver, personal 
interview, July 5, 1974. 

19statemai. t by William Henry Oliver, personal 
interview, August 6, 1974. 

20statement by William Henry Oliver, personal 
interview, July 5, 1974. 
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became angry when Brother Hembree called attention to their 

misconduct during the service. These fellows took revenge 

by assaulting the minister on his way home. As Henry heard 

the shots and was near the scene, he was called as a witness 

when the case was tried in court. 

It is rather difficult for one to imagine what 

Indian Mound looked like some fifty to sixty years ago. Its 

one real street was lined with businesses then - not houses 

as it is now. There were some four or five stores there, plus 

the grist mill. This mill was owned and operated by "Fur" 

Vaughan. Henry Oliver took corn there many times. Mr. Vaughan 

would have Henry pour water in the engine so that he could 

get the mill started. Henry could make five cents this way, 

and he considered that reason enough to be the first one at 

the mill. 21 

The Olivers lived on what was then lmown as Harrison 

Hill for about a year. It was later the site of Jack Ford's 

home and is today the site of the Bob Lewis home. It was 

there that Henry Oliver got his dog, Keno. He described 

this dog simply as a wonderful dog. This was about the time 

of Henry's seventh or eighth grade year, and Keno was to live 

until about the time of Henry's college graduation. Among 

the teachers at Indian Mound in those years were Flossie 

21statement by William Henry Oil ver, personal 
interview, August 6, 1974. 
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Wolfe, a Miss Gunson, and Grace Coppedge. 

William Henry Oliver next moved wtth his family to 

the Charlie Blane Place. It was about one-fourth of a mile 

from Indian Mound. The family lived there about a year. It 

was here that Henry's youngest sister, Ruby, was born in the 

middle of the night on December 23, 1919. Henry was now six­

teen and old enough to go for the doctor. He rode his mule as 

fast as possible to get Dr. c. ~. Keatts, who lived up Dick's 

Fork. Dr. Keatts had one of the first automobiles in the area. 

Thus, he arrived at the Oliver home before Henry got back.22 

In December of 1919, Henry had fi nished the first 

half of the ninth grade at Indian Mound. The four members 

of that class were Elva Moore Atkins, Oscar Vaughan, Gilbert 

Stalls, and Henry Oliver. 23 Mrs. Eunice Coppedge was their 

teacher. 

James Harrison Oliver was concern~d about Henry's 

education. When school was out at Christm~s, he decided 1t 

mi ght be best for his eldest son to cont1 -:1ue his high 

school education at Dover. Two former Indtan Mound residents 

had moved to Dover since their marriages. They were daughters 

of Tom Seay, namely Lillian (Mrs. John Br·,1ton) and Lora 

(Mrs. Harvey Bruton). William Henry 011 ve r- was to board at 

Lillian's and attend Dover Hig h School. 0:1 January 5, 1920, 

22Ibid. 

23 'Nilliam Henry 011 ver to Dale Ed·,vards, September 
21, 1974. 
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he and his father walked to the Cumberland River and crossed 

at a ferry at what was then the Cross Creek Landing. It was 

approximately three miles from Indian Mound. By noon, they 

had reached the Long Creek Community. They had lunch with 

their friends, Mr. and Mrs. Ed Wallace, and continued their 

journey to Dover, taking most of the afternoon. It had taken 

the better part of a day to go a distance which now takes 

fifteen or twenty minutes. 

Having arrived at the Brutons, Henry saw the nicest 

house he had ever seen. It was a two story, whi~e frame 

house that sat across the street from the Fort Donelson 

Methodist Church. The house is no longer standing, but the 

church is still there end in use. William Henry Oliver knew 

he could stay in school at least one month. He had sold a 

raccoon skin for four dollars and fifty cents and an opossum 

skin for two dollars and twenty-tive cents to Angers Seay be­

fore leaving Indian Mound. He had purchased his first pair of 

long pants, other than overalls, for fifty cents from a cousin 

who had outgrown them. His father had done his part by selling 

a calf for eleven dollars. Thus, the ninety-nine pound, six­

teen year old William Henry Oliver arrived in Dover to further 
24 

his education. 

Professor R. E. Gorham was the principal of Dover 

24statement by Willi am Henry Oliver, personal 
int~rview, Jily 5, 1974. 
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High School. 25 The first day was certainly a new experience 

to Henry Oliver. The boys and girls lined up separately and 

marched into the school. The students were allowed an hour 

for lunch. As Henry started to the Brutons, he sane way made 

a wrong turn, but he did find hts way back to their home in 

time for lunch. Dover High School was then in the white frame 

building still standing and now in use by the Bend M Furni­

ture Store. Although Henry had purchased one pair of long 

pants, he wore them only that first day. He went back to his 

usual knee length pants and long stockings. 

Henry Oliver's education did not terminate at the end 

of one month. When his father came to pay his room and board, 

the Brutons would not take anything. Henry worked around the 

house and in Bruton•s Drug Store on Saturdays in return for 

his room and board. This establlshment is still the only drug 

store in Dover and now operates as Bruton and Webb Drugs. 

Henry was treated as one of the fanily by the Brutans. During 

the summers, he worked in the drug store for twenty-five dol­

lars a month plus his room and board. He also continued his 

studies in the summers to be able to finish high school in 

three years. Henry enjoyed his school work and always made 

good grades. 26 

25willirun Henry Oliver to Dale Edwards, July 24, 1974. 

26statement ·by William Henry Oliver, personal 
interview, July 5, 1974. 
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Henry ◊liver attended both the Methodist and the 

Christian Churches while living in Dover.27 He also attended 

prayer meeting on Thursday night at a tnission with the Brutons. 

It was at one of these that he awoke to hear Mr. Bruton call 

on someone else to pray "because Henry's asleep." He did not 

attend any more as he was usually tired from studying and 
28 prone to fall asleep when he was still. 

During his Senior year, William Henry Oliver was the 

chairman of the first Stewart County Historical Committee. 

John Trotwood Moore was chairman of the Tennessee State His­

torical Committee and notified Henry of his appointment. "You 

have been made chairman of your County Connnittee, the person­

nel of which is as follows: Prof. R. E. Gorham, W. C. Howell, 

Hon. N. A. Link, L. S. McElroy, J. T. Reynolds, Hon. Joe W. 

George, H. H. Bruton. 1129 Senate Bill Number one hundred and 

sixty-four provided for such committees to collect county 

records "to be preserved forever for the inspection ot future 

generations. • • • 1130 The Stewart County H.tstorical Committee 

was actually organized on July 21, 1921. Mr. L. s. McElroy of 

27w1111am Henry Oliver to Dale Edwards, July 24, 1974. 

28statement by William Henry Oliver, personal 
interview, August 6, 1974. 

29
John Trotwood Moore to William Henry Oliver, June 

22, 1921, William Henry Oliver Collection, Nashville, 
Tennessee. Hereafter cited as the Oliver Collection. 

30 
Ibid. 



18 

Dover was the secretary. 31 This committee chose five sites to 

be marked in Stewart County for their historical significance. 

These were: Fort Donelson, Fort Henry, Forrest's Crosslng, 
32 Grant's Headquarters, and the Gunboat Landing. 

The Dover High School opened its doors in 1917. The 

first graduating class in 1921 had only four graduates. The 

33 faculty had four teachers through the twenties. One teacher 

during those days was a Mr. Oakley Shelby. 34 In 1949, Dovar 

High School became Stewart County High School when the facil­

ities were moved to the brick structure still serving the 

youth of Stewart County. 35 

Twelve graduates comprised the 1922 Class of Dover 

High School. They were: Emmie D. Joiner, Elva Moore, Helen 

Brandon, Lydia Brandon, George Brandon, "Judge" Brandon 

(uncertainty about his real name exists), Ezra Goforth, Rena 

Lancaster, Lewis Rumfelt, Corinne Marlow, Katie Lee Thompson, 

and William Henry Oliver. "We did not have a valedictorian, 

31willl am Henry Oliver to John Trotwood Moore, July 
21, 1921, Oliver Collection. 

32
statement by Willi am Henry Oliver, personal 

i nterview, August 14, 1974. 
33nixie Parker Gorham, "History of Dover High School 

and Stewart count:v High School, 1917-1971" (Dover, Tennessee; 
Alumni Association, Stewart County High Sch::> ol, 1971). 
(Mimeographed. ) 

34statement by William Henry Oliver, personal 
i nterview, August 6, 1974. 

35aorham, op. cit. 
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ancl t he students were not ranked. Unofficially, my renk wa s 

either '.me or two. • • • Tl1ere was never any official 

aver .qglng of grades. 1136 Elected repres entative s then, a s now , 

sent letters of congratulat lon8 t o graduat r~::-. • Jos eph W. 

nyrnes , a ConGressmn.n f rom the ,S:1.xU, Dlstrict, received an 

announcement of the c o mrnenc emen t exr3rclse s from Henr·y Oliver. 

II13 sent "a h e art full of r,ood wishes f or you in your every 

undertaking •••• 11 to Henry Oli ver.37 

In the meantime, James Harri son Oliver had been con­

tinu ine; his own e duc a ti o n . During 1 921, he had attended school 

3.t Indian Mound. He then •no ve d t o Dover anc1 g radu ated from the 

e i ~hth grade in 192 2 , the same year h °Ls e lde st son gracluated 

fro m high school. He took t he te a cher's exam at that ti ri e, 

pa s s ~d , and received a te~cher's certificat e . J. H. Ulivor 

contacted the superintendent o f schools in Montgomery 

County, A. W. Jobe. He secured a position at the BriarV1ood 

38 
School. Thus, the Oliver Family moved from Stewart County 

back to Montr_:omery Count y in t he fall of 1922. They lived 

slightly up the Cumberland River from Clarksville, as it was 

then. The 1 arge brick house they occupied was on · a bluff very 

near where the sou th end of Cunningham Bridge is now. The 

36 1Villiam Henry Oliver to Dale Edwards, July 24, 1974. 

3? Joseph w. Byrnes to Wi lli am Henry Oliver, May 17, 
1922 , Oliver Collection. 

38stateme nt by ·1villl am Henry Oliver, personal 
interview, July 5, 1974. 
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bridge was in the process of being built at that time. 39 

James Harrison Oliver next proceeded to enroll his 

son, Henry, at Southwestern Presbyterian University in Clarks­

ville. Austin Peay State University is now on the same cam­

pus. Dr. Charles Diehl was the President of the college. J. H. 

Oliver inquired as to any special instructions Dr. Diehl 

might have for Henry. His reply was to urge him to wear long 

pants. Now, here was a young man who had graduated from high 

school in lmee length pants, part of a suit the Brutons had 

so graciously given him. Thus, J. H. Oliver bought his son 

a new suit with the required long pants so that his son might 

enter college appropriately dressed.40 What a contrast to 

present day dress codes on most college campuses! 

Henry Oliver ~ntered college in the fall of 1922 and 

lived with his family. He returned to Dover to work in the 

drug store for the summer of 1923. One account is given of a 

boat ride from Clarksville to Dover. "I left Clarksville yes­

terday about 12:00 o'clock, and reached Dover about 6 p.m. 

• • • I had a big time coming down on the boat. I steered the 

boat myself. • • • I got off at Lock C and stayed a little 

while. 1141 During the S1lmmer, Henry was the superintendent of 

the Sunday School at the First Christian Church. It was h13re 

39wi lliam Henry Oliver to Dale Edwards, September 21, 
1974. 

40statement by William Henry Oliver, personal 
intervlew, July 5, 1974. 

4l"Hilliam Henry 011 ver to Hersc:'.'.-ie l Oil ver, June 20, 
1923 , Oliver Collection. 
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that he preached his firs t sermon. In appreci ation of hi s w:> rk, 

the people gave him a pair of go ld initialed cuff links a.t t he 

end of the sunnner . 

Time came for Henry ' s return to college. His father 

was teaching at Shady Grove and had moved to that communi ty. 

Henry and his brother, John, lived in the house the family 

had occupied the year before. John was attending Clarksville 

High School. The boys had only one bike between them. Thus, 

one left early enough to reach his destination by walking. 

The other washed the dishes, cleaned the house, and rode the 

bike into town. John was walking down beside the railroad track 

one day when he fell on the track and was struck by an oncom­

ing train. This ended the boys "batching." They moved into 

Clarksville with Aunt Eliza Daley. 42 

William Henry Oliver was in need of financial assist­

ance if he were to continue his education. "The Free Will 

Baptist Educational-Orphanage Campaign of Tennessee" was able 

to loan him some money. J. L. Welch was the President of this 

organization, G. W. Fambrough its Secretary-Treasurer, and 

W. B. Davenport its Financial Agent. The Board of Education 

consisted of J. L. Welch, J.E. Hudgens, G. W. Fambrough, 

J. H. Oliver, and G. T. Harris. On September 8, 1923, Henry 

recei ved one hundred dollars fro m this organization. He also 

42s t atement by William Henry Oliver, personal 
i nt ervi ew, July 5, 1974. 
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received these words of admonition from Brother Fambrough. 

"All a boy has to do is to get the will power and push his 

case. It all is worth the price. Set your mark htgh and go 

to it.
1143 

On November 27, 19 '%. th 2v, e Educational-Orphanage 

Campaign sent Henry another check in the amount of one 

hundred and fifty dollars. 44 The next time Henry requested 

money, there was none available. Brother Fambrough said he 

was sorry to say that they had no money for students: 

We have been collecting both the Educational and 
Orphanage funds together, and have been keeping the funds 
together and several have been subscribing and payin~ 
exclusively to the Orphanage funds and a few days ago 
the Ladies Aid called for their part of the funds and it 
nearly left us blank for the present.45 

William Henry Oliver had seemingly reached an impossible 

hurdle. 

Henry Oliver took his finals at the end of the first 

semester thinking that he would soon be leaving college. 

Upon his completion of high school, he had received a 

teacher's certificate in both English and Latin. The time had 

come for him to use it, or so he thought. No money was avail­

able for that second semester's tuition.
46 

"I was trying to 

prepare myself to teach ministers and other church ~rkers at 

43 w. Fambrough to William Henry Oliver, September G. 
8, 1923, Oliver Collection. 

44Ibid., November 27, 1923, Oliver Collection. 

4 5Ibid., December 20 , 1923, Oliver Collection. 

46Statement by Willi am Henry Oliver, personal 
interview, July 5, 1974. 
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our F . W. B. college , Eu1'eka, at Ayden, N. c. 11 47 God knew 

that was Henry's goal. I n the mail, he received a check for 

one hundred dollars from G. W. Frunbrough, who did not know 

how badly Henry needed the money. This was a gtft - not a 

loan.
48 

Henry 's education was not to be interrupted. 

On March 14, 1924, G. w. Fambrough sent Henry twenty­

five dollars, another loan from the Educati cnal-Orphanage 

fund. This letter was written on hi s stationery. He was a 

49 dealer :in "general merchandise, garden and field seeds." 

Seven days later, he mailed Henry thirty-five dollars to buy 

a new suit. Apparently, this was a gift. He thought the young 

minister would be going out among the people and "If you go 

out before our people they will expect you to be nea tly 
50 

dres se<l. 11 

Henry's parents would have liked to have been able to 

have helped their son financially: 

Son it makes us both feel sad to know that you need 
money and we are not able to give it you, but I think 
there will be some way prepared for us if we do our part 
and put our trust in the Lord •••• Yes son I know that 
God will care for us and I lmow that he has cared for us 
through the past and I believe he

5
yill continue to care 

for us if we will only trust him. 

47william Henry Oliver to Dale Edwards, July 24, 1974. 

481 bid. 

49G. w. Fambrough to William Henry Oliver, March 14, 
1924, Oliver Collection. 

50rbid., March 21, 1924, 011 ver Collection. 

51Mrs. J. H. Oliver to Wi lli am Henry 011 ver, March 12, 
1924, Oliver Collection. 
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Is there any better way to show that the Olivers gave Henry 

something more vital then money? Trust in the Lord was to see 

him through life's rough spots long after those godly parents 

had gone to be with the Lord. 

Willi am Hehry 011 ver went to Dover for the graduation 

exercises in 1924. He was the only graduate of Dover High 

School in college at that time. Professor Gorham asked him to 

speak to the graduates and to present the diplomas. In the 

audience sat "Grandma Bruton" listening proudly as Henry 

spoke. At her side, one of Henry 1 s favorite dogs, Ole John 

Craig, also heard that familiar voice. The dog ran and leaped 

onto the stage to greet a friend come home. It took some 

effort to remove the dog and to continue with the proceedings. 

At the end of his second year in college, William 

Henry Oliver received an appointment to West Point from 

Joseph w. Byrnes. 52 Immediately, the mail began bringing to 

him letters from various preparatory schools seeking to get 

him to enroll so that he would pass the entrance exam. Among 

these were: the National Preparatory Academy, Cornwall-on­

Hudson, New York; Marion Institute, Marion, Alabama; and the 

u. s. Hall West Point-Annapoll s Coaching School, Columbia, 

Missouri. The latter seemed to exert the mo st ou tsta.nding 

means of persuasion. Included in the material mailed to 

52statement by William Henry Oil ver, personal 
interview, August 6, 1974. 
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Henry Oliver were letters from u. Sebree, Rear Admiral u. s. 
Navy, E. H. Crowder, Judge Advocate General of the War Depart­

ment, and John J. Pershing, Connnander in Chief of the American 

Expeditionary Forces. All of these, of course, praised U.S. 

Hall for the excellent work he was doing as President of the 

Coaching School.
53 

All these efforts were in vain, however, as 

Henry Oliver did not accept his appointment to West Point. 

Henry was preparing for the work he felt God had for him to do. 

He saw no point in his going to West Point. Robert c. Davis, 

Major General, the Adjutant General, sent Henry Oliver a 

letter: 

The receipt of your letter of November 5, declining 
appointment as a candidate for the Military Academy at 
West Point is aclmowledged. Accordingly, your conditional 
appointment as principal candidate from the sixth Con­
gressional district of Tennessgi has been cancelled on 
the records of the Departmmt. 

William Henry Oliver spent the summer of 1924 in 

evangelistic work. He was also the President of the State 

Convention or the Free Will Baptist League. 55 During his last 

two years of college, he served as the first pastor or the 

East Nashville Free Will Baptist .. Church. These are simply men­

tioned here for the sake of chronology. The details are to be 

found in a later chapter. 

53u. s. Hall to William Henry Oliver, September 22, 
1924, Oliver Collection. 

54Robert c. Davis to Willian Henry Oliver, November 
11, 1924, Oliver Collection. 

55statement by Willi am Henry Oliver, personal 
interview, August 6, 1974. 
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The 1924-1925 term was Henry Oliver's last at South­

western Presbyterian University. He attended George Peabody 

College during the sunnner of 1925 because Vanderbilt would 

not give him credit for the two years of Bible he had taken 

at Southwestern. 
56 

In the 1b 11, he went to V,&nderbi lt. He 

lived with Mrs. Fannie Polston, a leader of the East Nashville 

Church, at 318 Woodland Street for a time. He lived in Kissam 

11 · 57 Ha at Vanderbilt about half of his Senior year. He was 

graduated from V111derb1lt in the spring of 1926. He had 

triple majors: namely in Latin, Greek, and English, plus ed­

ucation courses which constituted essentailly another major. 

His rank in his class was not especially high as he was pas­

toring the East Nashville Church. "This affected my grades in 

college. I have never regretted this, however. The work at 

East Nashville was important. 1158 

56w1111 am Henry Oliver t o Dale EdYTards, July 24, 1974. 

57statement by William Henry Oliver, personal 
interview, August 14, 1974. 

58willl am Henry 011 ver to Dale Edv1Brds, July 24, 1974. 



Chapter 2 

BEGINNING TO BUILD 
1926-1930 

William Henry Oliver spent the summer of 1926 in e­

vangelistic work. Another c~1.apter will provide a. sketch of 

those activities. Oliver also spent some time trying to find 

a teaching position for the fall. Among others, the Battle­

ground Academy in Franklin, Tennessee, Trevecca College in 

Nashville, and various public schools were considered. 

The fall of 1926 found Henry Oliver teaching English 

and Latin at the Jere Baxter High School in the Inglewood 

section of Nashville. His salary for that year was one hun­

dred and thirty dollars a month. In addition to his teaching 

duties, he coached the girls in basketball and the boys in 

football and baseball. 1 His camnent on his first day as a 

teacher holds a sober thought. "Today I began my career as a 

school teacher. I am reminded of ••• •Today we launch. 

Nhere shall we anchor? 1 "
2 During this year, Henry was again 

living with his brother, John. They lived in a dormitory at 

lstatement by William Henry Oliver, personal 
i nterview, July 5, 1974. 

2william Henry Oliver to Ethel Walker, September 1, 
1926 , Oliver Collection. 

27 
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Trevecc a where John '."1as a student. 3 

The s pring of 1927 witnessed Henry receiving a letter 

fr om R. B. Spencer, President of Eureka College in Ayden, 

North Carolina. This brought an offer to coach and teach 

Lat i n and Greek there for the next term. The offer was ac-
4 

cepted . Oliver was to attend George Peabody College during 

the sunnner before moving to Ayden. 5 This work was his first 

attempt at graduate educat ion. He dropped out of school 

before the summer ended to do evangelistic work. He did not 

fi ni sh or get credit for any of the courses in which he was 

enrolled. 6 

It is .necessary to give a thumbnail s ketch of Eureka 

College in Ayden, North Carolina. A Free Will Baptist Semi­

nary was founded in 1896 with its• first building completed 

in 1898. A College campaign was begun by Free Will Baptists 

in 1920. Eureka College was founded on September 8, 1925 and 

the buildings occupied on the same date. The purpose of the 

school was to offer orthodox instruction in line with the 

Bible for ministers, missionaries, Sunday S,chool Superinten­

dents and teachers, and those intending to engage in church 

3stat ement by William Henry Oliver, personal 
intervi ew, August 14, 1974. 

4statement by William Henry Oll ver, personal 
int e rvi ew, July 5, 1974. 

5sunday School Department, The~ Will Baptist, XL 
(June 15, 1927), 12. 

6Wi l liam Henry Oliver to Dale Edwards, October 24, 
1974 . 
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auxiliary work . Other denominati ons wer e cordial ly invi t ed 

to send student s to Eureka . Eureka. maintained a standard 

hlgh s chool and a two year college program offer:tng courses 

i n Bible, church history, doctrine, and missions. Other 

courses related to church work were offered. 7 

"::1ev • William Henry Oliver of Nashvi lle, Tennessee 

will teach science and coach athletics. 11 8 What had happened 

to hi s offer to teach Greek and Latin? Not enough students 

were interested in Greek for i t to be offered. He did not 

t each Latin because it became necessary for him to take the 

math and English classes. He did coach boys' and girls' bas­

ketball and boys' football. Mr. Oliver also directed a music 

group and taught "Rudiments of Music" in the evenings. He 

did not feel well qualified for this, but he had done a lit­

tle work like this for Mrs. Eva Thompson Jones, his voice 

teacher in Nashville, on radio station WDAD. "I guess my 

teaching was better than nothing . 119 Eureka paid Mr. Oliver 

one hundred and fifty dollars a month for his services. 

Though the \'JOrk proved t o be neither what the first offer 

was nor what it was published to be, young Oliver lcnew Eureka. 

was where the Lord wanted hi m in the fall of 1927. This was 

the end t oward whi ch he had prepared himself. A dream was now 

?"Eureka College, 11 The Free Will Baptist, XI.JV (Au­
gust 8 , 1928 ), 10. 

8"Eureka College News," The~ Vlill Baptist, XL 
(August 24 , 1927), 6. 

9Willi am Hen r y Oliver to Dale Edwards, October 24, 
1974. 
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30 

10 

When one goes to a. new place, first opinions of that 

place a.re of interest. Henry wrote home and said that Eureka 

was not much school, in a way , but he gave ample hope thnt it 

would become a great one. There were about sixty-ni ne stu­

dents and eight teachers. The Administration buildin~ was 

good enough for "Peabody or Vanderbilt, far better than any­

thing at S. P. U." The work done ,vas good. The foremost point 

though was the place young Oliver thought Eureka should take 

in the Free Will Baptist denomination. 

If the F~B denomination fails to support Eureka, 
••• I think that the entire church should be absorbed 
by other churches •••• It seems that this is the time 
God has planned for a nationwide FWB awakenins. If we 
fail to wake now, we ought to sleep forever.11 

This chapter will finish the story of Eurel{a, but not of the 

Free Nill Baptist denomination. Nearly a half century later, 

Oliver was to again find himself writing on education and 

this denomination. 

Henry's duties in North Carolina were to include roore 

than just his work at Eureka. For the school year, he was to 

have "some church work convenient to Ayden." President Spen­

cer found it gratifying to find a young man vfho was willing 

lOStatement by William Henry Oliver, Personal 
interview, July 5, 1974. 

llwilliam Henry Oliver to Rev. J. H. Oli ver, Septem­
ber 13, 1927, Oliver Collection. 
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"to serve i n a. double ca it 1112 pa.c Y• Rev. Oliver preached at 

the Nor th Carolina State Convention on "Christian Duty" based 

on Christ' s words to Pet er, "Feed My Sheep." I t was at that 

s ame convention that President Spencer gave a forceful ad­

dress telli ng about what Eureka College really was.13 On at 

l east one occasion, Professor Oliver went to Kinston to 
14 

preach. In the spring of 1928, his duties involved using his 

music ability . The Woman's Auxiliary Convention of the Central 

Conference met on March 28, 1928 at Spring Branch in Greene 

County, North Carolina. The special music was "directed by 
15 Rev. W. H. Oliver of Eureka College." He also wrote for the 

denominational paper, ~ Free Will Baptist, as he was the 

reporter for the college. 16 Henry was a member of the Eureka 

College male quartet. They sang at many churches in Eastern 

North Carolina. A highli e;ht for them was their performance 

at a Billy Sunday Revival in the spring of 1928. The other 

members of the quartet were R. E. Tripp (North Carolina), J. R. 

Davidson (Georgia), and I. J. Blackwelder (Florida).
17 

12R. B. Spencer, 11 Eureka College,"~ Free~ 
Baptist, XL (August 31, 1927), 4. 

13"The Recent State Convention," ~ ~ !ill Bap­
tist, XLIV (September 21, 1927), 8. -

14 11 R orter "Eureka II The Free Will Baptist, co ege ep , ' -- - -
XLIV (October 5, 1927), 11. 

15"Aux' liary convention of the Central Conference~" 
~ Free ~ ~aptist, XLIV (March 7, 1928), 10. 

161.Villi am Henry Oliver to Rev. J. L. Welch, October 
11 , 1927, Oliver Collection. 

17 to Dale Edwards, February 23, ·,ivi lliam Henry Oliver 
1975. 
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Rev• Oliver was active in promoting Eureka not only 

in North Carolina but in his home state as well. He wa s el at ­

(~d whe n M.R r-hit t'ch in East NashvillA wa s among the fi rst to 

r espond to a request for supplies for Euro lm. "September 

19 the express agent here a t Ayden announc~d tha t a lar5e 

box had made a successful journey all the way from Nash-

ville • 1118 
• • Rev. Oliver was present at the Cumberland 

Association's Ministers Conference on Dece mber 28, 1927. This 

was held at Gofer's Chapel in Nashville and Rev. J. L. Welch 

wa s i ts chairman. Rev. Oliver is reported to have made an 

interesting talk there. 19 Professor Oliver and D. B. Sasser 

left for Tennessee on February 10, 1928. They arrived in 

Nashville the next night. They visited several rural churches 

in their "four day drive for Eureka. 11 Am:rng theso were Bethel, 

Brandon's Chapel, Mt. Zion, Oakwood, Rock Springs, and Shady 

Grove. The name of G. w. Fambrough appeare d in the l i st of 

contributors to the college. The total cash received during 
20 

the drive was two hundred and twenty-two dollars. In the 

spring, the Bethlehem Ladies Aid in Cheatham County was to 

send food to Eureka. The Heads Church in Robertson Count y 

1811:2:ureka," ~~!!.!.!,Baptist, XLIV (September 
28, 1927) , 9. 

1911curnberland, Tenn., Associat i on Ministers Conference, 
11 

The Free Will Baptist, XLIV (January 18 , 1928), 5 • ----
20 Tr].. p, 11 _The _Free Nill D. B. Sasser, "Our Tennessee 

Baptis~, XLI V (March 14, 1928), 13. 
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also sent food , "including a ham of meat. 1121 And i s it little 

wonder that a Tennessean delivered the baccalaureate address 

at Eureka? Rev. J • L. '.'ielch was to speak at this function on 

May 27, 1928. "Rev. Welch • has been secured as speaker 

• • • and those who know Mr. Welch can assure you that his 

message will be inspiring and uplifting indeed. 1122 Graduation 

came and with it the end of the 1927-1928 term at Eureka. 

It appears from what has been written thus far that 

William Henry Oliver was completely absorbed in his school 

and church work with no time to think of love. This is hardly 

the case. It is true that he once wrote "I seem to be looking 

• • • , not for love, but for a life of service. 1123 He was 

putting God first and trusting Him to take ca.re of the de­

tails. He knew that if it was God's will for him to love and 

marry that God would supply the right one. He corresponded 

with and dated many girls over the years. He still states 

that no one could have asked for a nicer group of girl 

friends than he had, Then, there ca.me the one who took the 
24 

"place of all of them and then some." 

Henry Oliver met Pauline McCall at Heads Church in 

2lwilliam Henry Oli ver, "Eureka," ~ ~ !!.!,! 
Baptist, XUV (May 2, 1928), 7. 

22William Henry Oliver, "Commencement Noticel,
11 

The 
~ Will ~aptist, XLIV (May 9 , 1928 ), 7 • 

23william Henry Oliver to Catherine Trotter, April 
29 , 1926 , Oliver Collection. 

24 . 111 Henry Oliver, personal Statement by Wi am -
interview , November 29, 1974. 
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t he summer of 1926 when he was conducting a revival there. 

She was vi siting country cousins. As he approached the church 

f or the eleven o ' clock service one day, he heard someone 

playing the piano. The music was far superl or to what he had 

been hearing there. Upon entering the building the two were 

introduced. There was, however, no romance for several 

months. John dated her for a mile before Henry did. 25 

Pauline was the only child of Mr. and Mrs. Albert 

Bruce McCall. Mr. McCall was a victim of the flu epidemic of 

1918. The McCalls were among the original settlers of Smith 

County. They were professional people, people with more than 

ordinary culture and refinement. Mrs. McCall was the former 

Mattie Haynes. The Haynes Family were bui lders of roads, 

engineers, and construction \\Orkers who had ll ttle interest 

in formal education. 26 

Pauline graduated at the head of her class of about 

four hundred at Hume-Fogg in 1927. She took a business and 

secretarial course at Fall's Business College, finishing with 

high honors and a teacher's certificate. She was very talented 
27 

in music, especially in piano and organ. 

"Dad, Pauline and I are planning to be married next 

June, if r can get your consent and Mother's. • • • I love 

25wtlliam Henry Oliver to Dale Edwards , October 24, 

1974. 

26
William Henry Oliver to Dale Edwards, July 25, 1974 . 

27·•Ni lliam Oliver to Dale Edwards, July 24, 1974 . 
Henry 
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Pauline, -- I ' m wLllin3 t o stake my l i f e on the proposi t i on-

- and 1 want he r with me. 1128 Thus, the first plan s for a 

wedding were revealed. 

The sunrise of May 22, 1928 was to shed its glow on 

the n ewl yweds, Mr. and Mrs. Henry Oliver. Henry and Pauline 

were married at her home in a. nsunrise wedding" ceremony 

performed about six o'clock by his father. Only a few close 

friends attended. Mrs. Eva Thompson Jones and Mr. Joe 

Carnbron sang, accompanie d by Miss Amanda Gunn, The couple 

l eft immediately for North Carolina. One of Paulj_ne' s friends 

took them to Murfreesboro. They met Rev. J. L, Welch there 

and these three plus Herschel Oliver made their way to Ayden. 

Of Pauline, Henry says, "What a girll What she gave up to 

become my wifel We really went through some rough times 

29 
together, but she never complained. She loved me." 

The Olivers were in Ayden for the graduation exer­

cises at Eureka. In an account of "Conunencement at Eureka" 

we find, ". , , there is Prof. and Rev. W, H. Oliver, • • • 

He h a s since his stay with us this year won the hearts, not 

onl y of our own people, but the entire community • • • He 

i s a . k interest ed in t he cause of the Mast er and a or er, ••• 

28Willirun Henry Oliver to Rev. J. H. Oliver, October 
26 , 1927 , Olive r Collection . 

2~Ni llirun Henry Oli ver to Dale Edwards, October 24, 

197 4 . 
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yet fre e from ostentation. He vdns by his humble Christian 

lk 1130 wa • 

Henry and Pauline spent the summer of 1928 in North 

Carolina. He did some evangeli'stic work, mostly by using 

his music for God's glory. He also hauled barnwood in a Reo 

speedwagon at twenty-five cents per hour. He worked for a 

time as a carpenter's helper for Mr. E. w. Braxton at the 

same wages• Thus, the summer of 1928 rolled along. 31 

Printed material listed Willi am Henry Oliver as the 

principal of the High School and Instructor in mathematics 

for the opening of Eureka in the fall of 1928. 32 He found 

himself living in hi.s third home since arriving in Ayden. He 

had lived in the boys' dormitory the previous year. He and 

Pauline had a room with Mr. and Mrs. E.W. Braxton for a. 

time. The third home wns a furnished house in Ayden which he 

rented. Mrs. McCall, Paulina's Mother, came to live with the 

Olivers. She took charge of the food program at Eureka at the 

beginning of the fall term. 33 Professor Oliver continued 

duties other than those at Eureka during this term also. This 

is evidenced by a report of the Union Meeting of 1928 . "W. H. 

30"Commencement at Eureka," The Free~ Baptist, 
XLIV (June 5 , 1928), 9. 

3~Nilliam Henry Oliver to Dale Edwards, February 23, 
1975. 

32"Eureka College,"~~ Will Baptist, lac. cit. 

33willlam Henry Oliver to Dale Edwards, October 24, 
1974. 
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0 11 V'.)r , Director of Vocal Union" is li stod undor "El oet,l 1m of 

Office r s." He also sanr; ln a quartet and rcnderecl a "v e r y 

lmpre sslve solo, 'The Lo 8t 3heep 111 at t he same meeting. 34 

Eureka sought for but never attain ed a secure flnan­

cial base. The struggle for survival was a valiant one but it 

was destined for defeat. 

Due t u the lack of funds • • _. the High School De­
partme nt has been in:lefini tely sus-oended. The Bible 
Department, howeve r, thro ugh t h e co1.1rte sy and favor of 
Rev. L. R. Ennis, will operate through the spring month s 
without cost to the school. This is mad e possible b 7 the 
unsalarie d servtces of brother Ennls.35 

Var.t rJus attem!)t s were made to s ecu r e su ffl cieri t runc1 s 

to prevent "inde finitely suspended" fro r"1 be comlnr; pe r manently 

closed. W. G. Asher 3olicited the support of t he minister s . 

He was not a Free Will Baptist but a very ''sympathetic out­

s ider." He believed that if ministers had the work at he art 

that the people could be led in real g i vin8 to the Lord. 36 

The women of the Little Rock ,::; hurch of the ·:✓astern Confe r·cnce 

in North Carolina c a lled tne W·'.) men to arms. "To our minds t r.e 

lo3s of Eureka Colle ge me a.'1s the death of ou r denominatl on. 

31ir un1on Meetlng II The Free 'Nill Baptist, XLIV 
(December 5 1 1928), 10-fi. - - -

'7 5 " Th .., 0 "Eure ka Colleg e Eigh School S~s pcnded, __ e ~ 
~ Baptist, XLIV (January 9, 1929), 1~. 

36-N. G. Asher, untitled article , ~ ~ ~ 
Bapti s t, XLIV (January 2, 192 9 ), 4. 



Can' t we women S 8.Ve i t?" 3" 'l'h.e sad answer coming fr ,;m 

posterity •rio.s to be no . 2ureka was perma ne ntly clo!:led. 

The adminis trati un-classroom bui ldl.ng later burnad. 03 

\'Vha.t was the boys I dormitory still st ands in Ayden as a 

pr i. v o. t e residence with of c ,:, ur se sevetal changes. 'l'he 

cUJ.~tain had c ome down on Eureka 's r ole in the drama of a 

danoml nati on . Was this to be t he fina l act of tho Free 

Jill Baptists as several had pre~icted that the closing of 

Eureka would b:-ing? Writ:ng in 1971, Wi lliam Henry Oliver 

said tha t the stream of Free Will Baptist education simr) ly 

,:') 9 f lowe d under6round when Eureka closed. . God, in His 

£- rovidence, gave the Free Will Be. pti :..; t s .2n other gold en 

0;1
1

11) rt unlty t o flov1 as a ii i p;hty river. TlJS.t opport1 1r1lty 

c ontinues 2s Christian yo:.mg people J..c-e t r ;1.inccl at P.roo 

VH ll Baptis c Bi ble Colle c::;e a..nd in turn g o f orth to make 

a mC1. rk for Chri s t in this age. 

'fhe closing of Eur•eka brought real disappointJ.ien t 

38 

t -- Ali Funds wern n0t availa.ble to P_ os l:.is o young -~enr;/ v ver. u v 

S'.1l arJ . He took an o ld typewriter and a vi olin as partial 

These had been g ivon to Eureka by a s tud.net a s comr,on s at i on . 

t ~ti tlon b 0 c aus e ..; he student h:.1.d no mone ·y . 

his wife, a ho2.vy he ~i.rt , an d shattered dr e2.ms , Olive r 

11 . "A Call to -:',7 . ,1 s -~r-~ley T ~ ... m and i'. r·s. E. F . :::'h i 1.ps, 
1 r • 11.... J.,a..u, t· 11 The Ti'roe 'Ni ll Dc;, tl s t , +- he ·r ,.Oln 1- \.10 -;:;, lilf n . Denomin ::i. i on, __ ·_ ---- . .., .. omen ~1 .. • • • -

XLIV ':?ebPu2. r y 1 3 , 1929), 10. 

r ~, 'Lv""r persone.l 38statement by ·::llliam Henry I J - " , -

l nt crviow AU"US t 6 , 1974. 
v I O • !I F 
- - . . "Flowing and Growing, r oe 
0 '.1 •,'/illi~un Henry Ol1.v;: iie tin, Ma rch/Apri l, 1971, p .l. 

~ Bapt ist Bible College 
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r e t urned to Nashville., Tennessee. Forty-one yea.rs late r he 

would aga :i. n become a part of the maln stream of l<,reo \'Jill 

aaptist education. 

On December 10, 1929, Henry Olivei-• b ecame a salesman 

for the National Life and Accident Insurance Company. He did 

not especially enjoy this work. He felt that he was persuad­

ing people to buy something they really did not want. Henry's 

health was not good; so he took his doctor• s advice and qu:i.t 

the job to travel some. The travel came in a rather unusual 
40 

way. He sold candy, papers., magazines, and drinks to pas-

senger s on trains that traveled to suc;1 ci tles as Atlanta 

and St. Lou is. Such a pe1"son was a ne,vsboy, but on a train 

one was known as a news butch. The railway employees address­

ed one as "Butch. 11 Henry saw a lot of interest:tng people and 

enjoyed the travel. 

By the end of the summer, Henry Oliver was able to 

resume his work as a teacher, having secured a position in 

Cheatham County. He was the principal of Kingston Springs and 

also taught all seven hi gh school classes. The school hac 

five teachers and ten grades. Oliver's salary was one hundred 

Per ...v-..nth. 41 Mr. Oltver boarded with Mr. and and fifty dollars "~ 

Mrs. Alton Mayes in this small town some twenty miles from 

40statement by William Henry 01.t ver, personal 
interview, July 5, 1974. 

4lwilli a.m Henry Oliver t ·o Dale Edwards, July 25., 1974. 
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Nas hville . Schools there had wonderfu l support from the ctt -

i zenry • Durinf"". the yeai-•, electric liehts were installed in 

tho s chool. Mr. Oli Ver coached both boys, n. nd girls I basket­

ball. 'l'he teams won most of their ganes, and the boys won 

the county championshi p trophy. Mr. Oli ver e n joyed the year 

in Kingston Springs for personal reasons as well as for the 

accomp lishments made at the school. "There were fields and 

forests and streams a plenty and I did a lot of hunting and 

hiking and rambling through fields and woods. Sometimes I 

hunted for Indian arrowheads in the fields. 1142 He regained 

his he a lth completely which had been considerably impaired 

by disappointment, illness, and overwork. Pauline usually 

came for him on Frlday afternoons, and he stayed in Nashville 

until Sunday afternoon. 43 

42willlam Henry Oliver to Dale Edwards, February 23, 
1975. 



Chapt er 3 

THE MARCH OF A. CHRISTIAN SOWIER 
1923-

This chapter is an endeavor t o recapture the exper­

iences of ~Villiam Henry Oliver as he went about as a minister. 

The time span extends from his first ser,•1on i n 1923 into the 

present. Being a Christian has permeat ed all areas of his 

life. For the purposes or this paper, though, it seems be st 

t o devote a s e parat e chapter to his Christian service. 

Henry Oliver preached his fir s t sermon at the Chr i.s­

t ian Church in Dever, Tennes see during the sununer of 1923. 

His first ser1:1.on a t a Free Nill Baptist church came in the f all 

of t he same year at the Cumberland A~s ocla tion when convened 

at J5r :cmd.on•s Chapel in Biimpus i~ills, Tennessee. The next few · 

summers we r e to bo devoted to evangelistic work • .. 

His first :.' -:·vival in the sunnne r of 1924 was at Elnan­

uel' s Chapel in Dickson C011n t y . w. 7 . H3.gewood was the p:1s-

to r of t he church. A nw:i0cr of people we r e saved. Bro. Oliver's 

pay was good for the t i mes; he was paiu s even dollars for 

this revi V'.3.1. He was jus t n licens ed minister, but this did 

41 
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not affect his work for the rest of the sunnner.l The meeting 

at Heads clos ed July 26, after eight conversions and seven 

additions to the church. The next week found Bro. Oliver at 

Oaklawn i n Cheatham County helping Bro. D. T. Armstrong in 

a meet ing. It was from there that he went home to Clarksville 

for a week to be with his Dad in a revlval at Shady Grove. 

Next, he was in a revival at Indian Mound. The Free Will Bap­

tist Church the~e was across the road from the present 

Methodist Church. It no longer exists. He received five dol­

lars from T. W. Seay, Jr. who v1as not a member of the church. 

This wa s a super-generous contribution for that day. 2 Begin­

ning August 24 he was with Bro. W. B. Davenport at New Hope in 

Cheatham County. 3 He went to Ashland City on a train and had 

to walk almost all the way to New Hope. The first night he 

used as his text Isaiah 53. There were about twenty decisions 

that night. 

During this time Henry was serving as President of 

the State convention of the Free Will Baptist League, the 

youth organi zation. It was through t his work that he became 

acquainted with the Free Will Baptists in East Nashville. 

This group rented the upstairs of an Odd Fellows Hall at 

Twelfth and 'Uoodland Streets on August 1, 1 924 • For the next 

1s tatement by William 
i nte r vi ew, July 5 , 1974. 

2;Ni lli am Henry Oliver 

Henry Oliver, personal 

to Dale Edwards, March 13, 1975. 

to Fannie Polston, August 5, 
3willi am Henry Oliver 

1924, Oliver Collection. 
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two years Henry Oliver was the ir pastor. He was paid four 

llo llars a week for his services. Since he s till liven in 

Cl arksville during the first of these y ears, h e had to travel 

by train to Nashville each weekend. If he rode the Tennes see 

Centra l, he had fifteen or twenty cents left of his four 

dollars . If he took the Louisville a nd Nas}Nille, the fo ur 

dollars was not quite enou:3:h. He stayed in the home of Mr. 

and Mrs. Fred Polston at 318 Uoodland Street on weekends. She 

was a leader in the East Nashville Church, 9.nd is usi1ally 

known in Free Will Baptis t hi story as Fannie Polston. 4 

A rat}wr important month in Henry C•li v er' s llfe was 

October of 1924. At the Cumberland AssocLa t lon in session at 

Oaklavm he :rr e .'.J. c h e d the introductory sermon, "Chri sti anity 's 

Conquering I.1arch, 11 based cm Acts 1:8. He was also re-elect ed 

as Clerk of the Association. He was ordained on October 24. 

'!.'he Annual Presbytery met at tre end of the Associat i. on. Rev. 

D. T. Armstron13 was elected i1'rode r ator an.c1 Rev. J. H. Olive r 

Glerk. The Ord3.ining Council consisted of F.ev. J. E. Hud:;i; en 3 , 

Rev. A. :o .Dtmcan, Rev. J. L. ·,fo lch, ':t ev. W. B. Davenport, and 

Bro . G. 'iJ. Fambrough . It was reco :r.mended t::at Brothers John 

lli ~ Oli"ver be ord ained to the full ,/ . Boy t e filld 'Ni am uenry 

\'IDrk o f the ministry. They were then ordai n ed by prayl n~ and 

hi h there ':18.s a season of great la ·.rinrr on of hands, after w · c _ 
,) ,_. 

4 t 't'.".'· .·,·1.· 111 an1 He nry 011 v er, personal - s ta t e r:le n · _ 
int~ rvl ew, July 5 , 1974. 
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rejoicing . I n the same month the East Nashville Church was 

organized wi th eighteen members other than their pastor. The 

official or ganizing ceremony was on November 2, 1924 with Bro . 

Welch in charge. Here is a list of th ii l b tl e or g na mem ers; 1e 

asterisks indicate those deceased: 

i.1rs. o. C. Briley11-
Mrs. Curtis Cantrell 
Mrs. Irene Polston Coville 
Mrs. Eva Drake'.1-
Mrs. Dona Layne* 
Mrs. Fannie Polston~i-
Mrs. J. P. Polston➔} 
Miss Candis Puckett 
Mrs. Eva Ray-!} 

Mr. William D. Ray, Jr. 
Mrs. Alexine Black-l~ 
Mrs. J.B. Smith 
Mrs. Joe Smith~!-
Mrs. Ruth Stewart Edmundson 
Mrs. Hart ha Stewart•:~ 
Mr. D. E. Teasley* 
Mrs. D. E. Teasley* 
Mr. Joss Wheele~6 

There was an average attendance of forty- f ive for preaching.7 

Mrs. Polston and Rev. J. L. ·welch were perhaps Henry's 

dearest friends in Nashville at that time. He wrote home that 

his Nashville friends, especially Bro. We l ch and Mrs. Polston, 

had been extra nice to him. He did not have any money, but 

Bro. iNelch gave him all he needed. "His lessons, and his ad­

vice, too, a.re very valuable. 118 Although Iir. Fred Polston 

was not a Christian or church member, he v1as also very good 

to Henry. One Saturday he bought him a pair of shoes, two 

5Minutes of Cumberland Association of Free Will Bap­
tists (Historical Collection, Moye Library , Mt. Olive,. College, 
Mt. Olive, North Carolina. Also, Welch Library, Free Nill 
Baptist Bible college, Nashville, Tennesse,e), October 22-24, 
1924, 3-6, 16. 

6':Jilliam Henry Oliver to Dale Edwards, July 24, 1974. 

?Minutes of Cumberland Association, loc. cit. 

81Hilllam Henry Oliver to Mr. and Hrs. J. H. Oliver, 
July 19, 1924, Oliver Collection. 
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shirts , a for ty- f ive d ollar ·t 

sui , and a hat. On Sunday night 

he went t o c 11ur- c h for the fir ~, t ttme i n s t x years. 9 

It is to be rememb ered here that Henry moved to Nash-

ville in June of 1925. He attAnded p · - ea body for the summer an d 

e nr o lled at Vanderbilt in the fall where h e remained unti 1 

his graduation in 1926. 

East Nashville had twenty -six members b y t he summe r of 

1925, but some of them seemed to have almo·st superhuman en ,3r­

gy and zeal. In the month of May they had raised ove r two 

hundred and twenty-fi ve dollars. 10 It se emed, too, that the 

young pastor had almost s u perhuman stre ngth and zeal. His 

prayer was to do God's will re g ardless an d for a closer 

sp i ritual walk with God. Crowds were sometimes slim but God 

does not bless according to numbers. "Only 19 at church to­

nigM;, but the service was good. All Christians after the ser­

vice seeking fuller consecration. Two at altar wishing to be 

reclaimed, one hand raised wishing conversion. 11 11 

Henry Oliver worked \'li th Bro. Welch that summer al so. 

Bro. Welch was the pastor of the Cofer' s Chap el Churc h in 

North Nashville. "I am conduc t ing the singing for Bro. 1lelch's 

r evival at Gofer's Chapel. There were about 6 conversions last 

9rbid., April 6, 1925, Oliver Collection. 

lOWilliam Henry Oliver to Alberta Tippit, June 8, 1925, 
Ol i ver Collection. 

llwilliam Henry Oliver to Catherine Trotter, June 9 , 
1925, Oliver Collection. 
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night . "12 ThLs was only one of many times when thes e two sol-

diers of the cross would be fo und on t he fie ld together fi Bht -

ing God's batt l es . On July 15, 1925 , HenrJ he l d prayer meet ­

ing at Gofer 's Chapel alt hough he had three exams t he next 
13 

cl,q_y . 

Bro• Oliver was at Bumpus ia 11s in Stewart County i n 

Sept ember of 1925 for a revival at Brandon I s Chapel with Bro. 

D. T. Armst rong. The problems that an evange l i st encount er s 

wei ghed heavily at t h e time . He felt rather we ak for the re­

spon sibilities he had to as sume. "Ple as e pray that God may 

he lp me to preach the vmy of salvat i on in s uch a way t hat t he 

peopl e will understand. There was only one profes sion l ast 

night although thre e more came forwar d for prayer. ,;l4 Later 

in the month Bro. Welch was in a revival at Ashland Cl ty. 

Henry went to direct the song services and to r ender spec i al 

mus i c each night. 15 The Ku Klux Klan was r epresented by a del­

egation on Saturday night, clothed in thei r hoods and robes. 

At their request Henry sang one of their songs, "The Brieht 

Fiery Cross. 1116 

12Nilliam Henry Oil ver to Rev. J. E. Oliver, June 17, 
1925, Olive r Collection. 

13william Henry Olive r t o Mrs. J. H. Oliver, July 15, 

1925, Olive r Colle ction. 

14william Henry OU ver t o Charlie Mai Swan, September 
1, 1925, Oliver Collection. 

15William Henry Oliver to Alberta Tippit, September 21, 
1925, Olive r Collection. 

16William Henry Oliver to Ethel Walker, October 4, 
1925 , Oliver Collection. 



And wha t dtcl they do f or church soct al t hen? The 

Lcar;ue at :5:a s t Nas hv:t l l e lia<i a 111 po s:rn:n h u r, t1 ' on Nov e:1rJ8 ,' 

4? 

1 ~), 1 925 . A:)O ut f ortv pAon J e 
"'1 .,. r • ' including t he pastor, se el':ed to 

Hen r ~r Oliv:_•r nas tor erl at Bethe l Ln Che9.t "i1am Cou .-rt~,r 

fro rn 1 925-l ':;27 • He p r eac'neJ t.11,_,:rc on l y o n the second Sund~1-y 

of eac l:. 1,io n t h . The churc h address v.•n.s iJcptune, Tenn es se r: , and 

vms l o c :1 t e ,_1 a bo1tt f ifteen :-r,; _les fr o,: A~;hla!'ld Ct t:· . M8ny ti :11es 

John Oli v rn· fi llecl h is b rot h er I s p u lpi t at East tfa shv1. lle on 

the s e 3unda ys . 18 

Ri lll run Henry Oliver vras ac t tv e l y e nga ged in e vange ­

li st.le vrork a gatn in t he s nmmer o f 1 926 . In July he W'.:_l k e d 

ten or twelv ~ mil9 s o f thD way to Dalnvo od Fre e ~ill Baptis t 

:"\ oar Cs ue_ r TU l l , Tenne s s e? . 19 T!ie next week found h i tn 11 t 

)un1>ar 1 s Ch8-pc l ne a r Indi31'1 r,~o und. On _·\ur; ust 4, he \'rl tnessed 

8i r,ht de ci sl :m::1. for salvat i on . 1he 110::'._e of M1' . n1 Mrs • .Jo}m 

'3 ummers, Sr. w3.s hi s abod~ for t hes e 
20 

:1_a ys . 

The yo,ing minister di d not jus t uastor and pr 'J '.:lch i n 

other church es . IIe had a r art in almo st all of the Fr- 0e Ni l l 

Thpti st 'Nork l n hls a r ea and p art of the state ac t iviti e s. The 

17 .:✓ill i am eie nry OHve r to Cathe rine Trot t e r , ~ovo ~1br~r 
20, 1925, Oli v~r Collecti ~~ . 

10,iillLa:11 :-;enry Olive r to Bthel -i/a l l:er, Decemb 01 · l;') , 

1925 , ClLVer Collec ti on. 

19_.'lil l ie~ Henry Oliver 1~ 0 Ca t}1e r•i ne Trot ter, .Jul:r 20 , 

1925 , Ollv~r Collec ti on . 

t o Alberta Ti ppit, Au~ust 5 , 20-iii lli2..m Henry Oil ver 
192S , Ol i v er Collect ion . 
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•rennessee State Convent i on of Sunday Schools met at Bethel on 

r,iay 29, 1927 • Bro. L. O. Burroughs was secre tary of Sunday 

Schools and Bro. Ol i ver was elected record i ng secretary and 
21 

treasurer. Some months later, he had publisp.ed "Suggestive 

Notes f or Sund ay School Board, u. s. Confe r ence. 11 He listed 

twelve suggestions. Included were: (1) Uni t y in the work; 

(2) Pastors organize and encourage t he Sunda y School; (3) 

Gat her information about every Free Will Baptist Sunday 

School pos s ible; {4) I mprove the literature used; (5) Train the 

t eachers; (6) Build Sunday School rooms; (7) Promote the Sun­

day School by speeches and written articles in the~ ~ill 

Bapti s t. 22 It is of note that some of these _are currently 

being emphasized in the denomination. 

The Seventh Annual Convention of the Ladies Aid So­

ciety met duri ng the first week of August, 1927, at Rock 

Springs near Neptune, 'rennessee. "A splendid address on Tem­

perance II was given by '.-/illiam Henry Oli ver on the first day. 23 

This is cited as another example of his varied activities. 

Never did the young man forget his Christian parents 

and the significant role they played in his life. Writing his 

21 W F b h "State Sunday School Convention of 
G. • am ro ug ' XL (J 15 · 1927) 12. 

Tennessee " The Free Will Baptist, une ' ' , ---
22 o i "Suggestive Notes for s. S. 

Wil l iam Henry 1 verFr, Will Baptist XLIV (Novem­
Board, u. s. Conference, 11 ~ --2.!!. - .:;;.;;.;..,_..;...._, 
ber 2, 1927), 14. 

23u w D Ray "Annual convention of Ladies Aid 
111rs. ,i. • , • 11 B tist XL (August 24, 

Society in Tenn., 11 ~ ~ ~ ap ' 
1927) , 11. 
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Mo the r' he s aid ' "I know you wi sh you had a chance t o do more . 

We ll , whatever I do, a large share of the 
credit belongs to 

you and Dad. 1124 

Recall that Henry Oliver moved t o Ayden, North 

Car olina in t he fall of 1927. He resigned as pastor of Bethel 

Church t o go to Eureka College. On October 9 , 1927 he was 

elected without opposition as pastor of the Ayden Church. He 

was recommended by the pastoral board and ravored by the for­

mer pastor. He felt it was a good opportunity as the people 

were most enthusiastic. The pay was about eight hundred dol­

lar s per year.
25 

He attended the 1928 meeting of the General 

Conf erence of Free Will Baptists while convened in Ayden. 

Young Oliver served as chairman of the Education Committee 

and made a brief report to the meeting . 26 Henry Oliver's work 

in North Carolina has been thoroughly investigated in Chapter 

two. One remark made in those years remains to be quoted. It 

was on his twenty-fourth birthday and on that occasion he 

wrote to his grandfatt.er, William Harrison 011 ver, Sr. 

You a.re 56 ye a.rs older t han I . The line of Christi an 
service has been unbroken for 120 years, you say . If 
I can live to be 80 years old and can work from now 
until then the line wi 11 have been unbroken for 176 
years •• : I'm glad to do my part ••• God has been 

d t I want to serve Him to the best of goo o me • , • 

24william Henry Oliver to Mrs. J. H. Oliver, March 
20, 1926 , Oliver Collection. 

25Willi am Henry Oliver to Rev. J. H. Oliver, October 
9, 1927 , Oliver Collection. 

t o Dale Edwards, May 1, 1975. 26wi ll iam Hen r y Oil ver 
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my ability . 27 

Upon returning to Tennessee he again became active in 

Free Will Baptist circles there . Attention now focuse s on 

facts gleaned from those years. 

It was in 1930 that the Cumberland Association voted 

unanimously to begin an institute to train Christian workers. 

It was their decision to meet at the East Nashville Church. 

J. L. Welch was its first director and William Henry Oliver 

w&s selected as his assistant. 28 A report of this institute 

appears in the minutes of 1931. The session, held in January, 

was not largely attended but hopefully some accomplishments 

were achieved. Courses studied included Homiletics, Sunday 

Schools, Leagues, Lad.1 es Aid, Church Administration, Music, 

and Helps in English. The teachers were Mrs. J.E. Frazier, 

Rev. and Mrs. J. L. Welch, Mrs. Fred Polston, Mr. Burnett, 

d R H Oliver. 29 
Mr. Madison Waggoner, an ev. enry 

"On motion Rev. Henry 011 ver was elected Supervisor 

of the quarterly meeting ••• On motion Rev. W. H. Oliver be 

reimbursed for his services. 1130 Thus began Rev. Oliver's work 

27w1111am Henry Oliver to Rev. W. H. 011 ver, Sr., 

November 4, 1927, Oliver collection. 

28runutes of Cumberland Association, October 22-24, 

1930 ,4. 

29Minutes of Cumberland Association, October 14-16, 

1931, 9. 

30. t of Cumberland Association, October 17--L9, 
r.~1.nu es 

1934 
' 7. 



51 

to organi ze the Cumberland Association's churches into dis-

tricts for quarterly conference s . There was a called me 0ti ng 

on December 1 , 1934 at Ashland City, Tennessee. Three dls ­

trict s were f ormed composed as follows: 

Western Group: Brandon's Chapel, Dunbar's Chapel, 
Gorman, Pleasant Hill, Scott's Chapel, Union Hill. 

Central Group: New Hope, Ashland City, Miller's 
Chapel, ~ethel, Mt. Zion, Bethlehem, Oak Grove, Emanuel, 
Friendship Chapel, Oaklavm, Good Spri ngs Oakwood Hage­
wood Chapel, Olivet, Heads, Rock Springs: Shady G;ove. 

E!stern Group: Gofer's Chapel, Craigfield, East 
Nashville, 1st F. W. B. Church of Columbia., Fredonia, Mt. 
Pleasant, Oakland, Spring Hill, Starky's Chapel, West 
Nashville. 

W. R. Carroll was elected chairman of the Western 
Group. 

1N . B. Davenport was elected chairman of the Central 
Group. 

,J. H. Oil ver was elected chairman o f the Eastern 
Group.31 

This baslcally comprised the 1935 report of the supervisor. 

Rev. Oliver was retained as the supervisor for the en­

suing year at the 1936 meeting of the association. Included in 

the minutes that year is a report of his work. Quarterly 

meettngs had been held regularly in all three districts, with 

a e;ood response from the people. Willi am Henry Oliver had 

personally visited fifteen of the association I s approx:lmately 

fo rty churcl1es. Some of the recommendations made in the re port 

·11 in exist ence in the associatlon. resulted in practices sti 

-. ' nutes should contain a tabulated repor t of For example the :ru 

the work of all the ministers. This would save space and give 

31~1inut es of Cumberland Association, Oc·t;ober 15-18 , 
1935, 13. 



a mo r e complete r eco rd . The f orm to be used was al so sub­

mi tted . It is still betng used. The 
statistical reco rd a.t 

the e
nd 

of this chapte r vras compiled from these for ms . The 
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recommendation s were not relegated just to the local spher e , 

but ~eached out t o enco mpass the entire denomination. 

Tha~ thi s associ ation ••• i nf orm our National 
Boa.rd 0

- Education and the Free Will Baptist Denomi­
nation at large as to ••• the att i tude of the people 
of t hi s vicinity ••• toward t he selection of Nashville 
as a location for our national schoo1. 0 2 

The scope of Oliver's interest was shown i n t ~e report. He 

sugges t ed that the association have a Supervisor. of Mus i c 

t o pr omote better singing, that requirements for ordination 

be stri ctly adhered to, and that the Board of Education make 

plans for corre spondence courses for the coming year. 33 

At the same a~soctatlonal meeting a committee com-

posed of Rev. W. B. Davenport, chairman, Bro. w. E. Coville, 

and Rev. Willi am Henry 011 ver was appointed to work to or­

ganize the Tennessee Free Will Baptist Convention. 34 I t took 

time to lay the groundwork to accomplish thls task. It was 

not unti 1 Ma.y 1, 1938 that it was organized and tmn convened 

t Th first State Asso-as a body in September of ~ha year • . e 

ci at i on met at the East Nashville Church with Henry Oli ver 

present to represent his association. The State officers 

32Minutes of Cumberland Association, October 14-16, 
1936 , 10-11. 

33Ibid. 

34I bid., 6. 
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were as follows: George Dunbar Md , o erator; J. L. Welch 

Assistant Moderator; William Henrv Oliver, " Secretary-Treas• 
ure r ; G. W. Fwnbrough, Assistant Seer t T e ary- ree.surer. Rev. 

Oliver was also the chairman of the committee to revlse the 

Constitution and bylaws of the said association. Revisions 

were made and accepted. 35 Henry Oliver served on the Tenn­

essee Home Missions Board from 1939 unt il 1941. :36 In 1948 the 

State Association convened at New Hope. Rev. Oliver was pres­

ent to render special music. 37 No other references were 

found of his state associational work. 

It is here necessary to go back to Rev. Oliver's in­

terest and connection with the establishing of the denomina­

tion's school in Nashville. He did not serve officially on 

any board or committee that had to do with the founding of 

this school, Free Will Baptist Bible College. His dear friends, 

Mrs. Polston and Rev. Welch, were the princl pal representa­

tives of the Cumberland Association in connection with start­

ing the school. Rev. Oliver was in clos e contact wi th them. 

These three talked about the school together, and they were 

in agreement with his thinking . All three felt that a new 

school was needed, primarily for the training of ministers. 

35 s tate Association, (Histor-
Minutes of the Tennes,:3ee Olive Colle"'e Mt. Olive, 

ical Collection, Moye Library{b~t. Free Will 0 B~ptist Bible 
North Carolina. Also, Welch L rary{ b r 1 1938. 
College, Nashville, Tennessee), Sep em e ' 

36rbid., 1939-1941. 

37 I bid., 1948. 
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The school should serve the e tl d n re enomin.3.tlon and t o do so , 
it should be centrallv locat d Th 

v e • e city of Nashville was a 

.entral location, in a fairly good nest of Fre e 1.Vill Baptist 

churches, and was a center of schools,,colleges, and libraries. 

;Nhen it came time t o locate in Nashville , the West End proper­

ty was priced ri ght and was in a good community • 

. I thlnk God has been leading ••• that He is still 
doi.ng so an~ will continue to do so • • • 'Ne have many 
college-trained persons in our denomination· but at 
the time p lans were be ing made for our new ~chooi, I 
was about the only one • · • • 38 

From the foregoing paragraphs is gathered a partial 

pi cture of Henry Oliver's faithfulness to rd s God, his church­

es, and his denomination. Faithfulness had certainly been a 

t rait of the Olivers for years. In the "Obituaries II of the 

1939 minutes it is stated that Rev. J. H. Oliver, Henry's 

f::ither, had attended twenty-nine out of the last thirty asso­

ciations. It 1 s ll tt le wonder that "we never had a man that we 

d B t , 01· • • n39 J • H. nussed more ••• than ear ro ner i ver. 

Oliver had suffered a stroke and lived about three or four 

days afterwards. He was at that time pastoring Dunbar's 

Chapel in Stewart County. His son, Henry , was to faithf ully 

pas tor that country church for the next ten years, where both 
40 

the crowd s and the offerings were sli m. 

38wi llia.m Henry Oliver to Dale Edwards, May 1, 1975. 

39 of Cumberland Association, October 11-13, 
r1inutes 

1939, 8 . 
Henry Oliver, personal 40statement by Wi lliam 

inte rview, July 5, 1974. 
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Even in the y 

ears when Willi am Henry OH ver was i n the 

ful l-t ime empl oy of a public school syst e111 , he was involved in 

church work . This i s evidenced by the information above and 

t he statl s t ical report given at the close of this chapte r. He 

took time to s peak at the Connnencement exercises of Free 'Nill 

Baptist Bible College in 1957. The school was in its fifteent h 

year of operation in Nashville. Henry Oliver was then the 

principal of East Nashville High School with nearly thirty 

ye ars of experience as an educator. He gave the graduation 
41 address on Thursday night, May 30. 

Henry Oliver has his share of stories to relate 

about incidents in his years of ministering to various con­

gregations. There was the day he decided to preach a long 

sermon at Bethlehem Church. The crowd was accustomed to long 

sermons, and he did not wish to disappoint them. He had 

preached only twenty minutes accordins to hls watch. He re­

viewed his sermon simply to learn that he had still spoken 

only twenty minutes. Yes, his watch had stopped. Tht3 moral 

of this story is "Stop when you I re finishe d r egardless of 

42 
what your watch says. 11 

There were difficulties that arose as he tried t o 

appointments. He was provoked during World fill his preaching 

1 ' 111 S ale at Commenceme nt 4 "Oliver and Miley N pe 11 Bulleti n V .,, .. . ti t Bible Co ege ' .l::xe rc i ses, 11 Fre e #1.ll Bap s 
~;iay , 1957), ~ -

sermon 
:found 

' 

_ J illi am Hen r y OH ver in a 
42stat ement expressec:.)by t Dunbar's Chapel (Indl an 

( " One Grea t Gathering a 
Tennessee), July 28 , 1974 • 
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war II bec au s e be e r truc ks coul d get 
gas when h e could not . 

iie was pa storing Dunbar' Ch 1 s ape , abou t sev entJ - f ive miles 

fr om Na shv ill e . He some times had t o go Mr John 
. O!l the tr ain. 

s urrnners, Sr. usually met him, "nd then 
.c,. occasionally t hey h a d 

to use a c anoe t o cross t he bac kwater. On other days they 

would ge t s t uc k in the mud on Haye s Ridge . Was s uch to st op 

the mai~ch of this soldier in God's Ar-my? Assuredly, not. Not 

one appointrrent at Dunbar's Chapel was ev e r missed. 43 

Ret irement f .:) r s ome co111e s at age s i xty-five or even 

9arller. Would one expect t h e usual f r om Willim1 Henry Oliver? 

Not exactly. He is not y et ei0hty , and he h a s not completed 

his part of t he u.n bPoken chai n of 176 years t hat he wrote 

abo ut t o his ~r andfathe r in 1927. He has become the annual 

speaker for t he I1omeco,11in~ nc rvice at Dunbar 's ChApe l. In 

1970 he s poke on the mar1~1 chnne;en thFtt h nve oc cur ed , but in 

1071 he p rea ched on "God Doesn't Chanee . 11 In 1973 it was a 

s e rmon on "God I s Judr.;nt:l nt. 11 " One Great Gathering " wa s h i s 

topic for 1974 with his t ext taken fron1 Matthew 25:31-46 .
44 

Nor ha s his mes s age chan ge d in the last f ift y yea r s • Bi s 

theme is still 11 Jesu s Saves, 11 and he does n ot fail to call 

s i nners t o i>epent an ce. Sure l y , this man is a continui ng bless-

ing t o a ll wi th whom he co nes in L; o con tac t · 

43stat ement by Willi am Henry Oliver, p ersonal 

i nt er view, July 5, 1974. 

4111one Gre a t Gathering , II loc. cit. 
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As a conclusion to this chapter, the author has com­

piled a statistical record of a portion of the last flfty 

year s of the minister's work. This record plus the written 

record above can give at best a. glimpse of the life and worlc 

of this man of God. Only eternity shall reveal wha,t God has 

wrought through the life of this soldier marching under tho 

banner of tP~ cross. 
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1 25 15 10 140 

108 9 3 6 36 8 20 500 $196.00 $ 20 .00 

87 4 1 1 1 7 67 39 43 86 3180 $120.00 $183.78 

76 2 1 2 3 21 16 10 213 3440 $289 .00 $ 47.69 

33 1 9 1 1 20 11 11 186 3000 $180 .46 $ 62.00 
·, 

/ 

28 
/ 

4 7 16 1 11 1 1 100 3000 $165.83 $ 70.00 

/ 

35 12 5 1 12 1 100 2000 $187 . 12 $ 60.00 

12 3 8 5 50 $ e5 . oo 

16 2 3 1 75 2000 

4 1 1 6 30 

4 1 . 

10 2 2 10 45 

10 4 4 10 40 

3 6 4 6 so 

9 2 8 4 4 25 

7 1 10 1 4 so 

d Association Minutes, 1924 - 1974 



Chapter 4 

THE LARGEST SECTOR IS BUILT 
(1930-1957) 

The curtain rose in the fall of 1930 to reveal 

William Henry Oliver back in the city that was becoming home, 

Nashville. Despite the fact that there were four vacancies 

and four hundred applicants that year at Hume-Fogg High 

School, he found a position there with a salary of one hun­

dred and forty dollars a month. His teaching was in the areas 

of English and Algebra. He coached the baseball team in the 

spring of 1931 and led them to the city c~pionship. He was 

paid twenty-five dollars extra for this coaching. This was 

not the extent of his coaching. For one season he coached 

boxing, and he was also the assistant football coach. 1 "I 

received no extra pay from the Board of Education for this. 
112 

The current shifted Mr. Oliver to still another 

school in September, 1932. This time it was to the newly com­

pleted East Nashville High School near his home in East Nash­

ville. He taught English and Algebra, but was soon to drop the 

latter.3 By this time he had enough experience to draw the 

lstatement by William Henry Oliver, personal 
interview, July 5, 1974. 

2william Henry Oliver to Dale Edwards, July 25, 1974. 

3stateme nt by William Henry Oliver, personal 
int erview, July 5, 1974. 59 
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maximum salary in the t 

sys em, one hundred and seventy dollars 

Per month. 4 There were th ose students who arrived early. They 

were to be found singing under Mr. Oliver• s direction in the 

auditorium. Professor J. J. Keves ., was the principal of East 

during these years. Shortly after going to East, Mr. Oliver 

became the Activities Manager which was almost equivalent to 

an assistant principalship. He received an extra thirty dol­

lars per month. Certainly, he was the principal's right hand 

man. 

East High had originally been erected to accomodate 

twelve hundred students. The Junior High addition was con­

structed in 1937; t~us, the total capacity was increased to 

seventeen hundred. Professor Keyes died in Decanber, 1936. 

W, P. Fisher became the principal of East High while H. s. 

Lipscomb served in that position for the recently opened 

Junior High. William Henry 011 ver was the registrar, or assist­

ant principal, for East High until 1939, at which time Mr. 

Fisher retired. Mr. Oliver became the acting principal, and 

it was but another step and one year to the principalship. 

Having reached that step on the ladder, he retained the post 
5 

for seventeen years until he went up another step in 1957. 

4William Henry Oliver to Dale Edwards, July 25, 1974. 

5statement by William Henry Oliver, personal 
interview, July 5, 1974. 
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William Henry Oliver received his 

M. A. from Peabody 
college in the summer of 1939. All of the 

work toward this 
graduate degree had been done in summer sessions.6 

The curtain rises on the a.udi tori um or East High on 

December 8 , 1941 • Assembled there are about eight hundred and 

fifty students plus the faculty who are intently listening to 

President Roosevelt call upon Congress for a declaration of 

war. It crune and with it a new stage on which William Henry 

Oliver was to act. 7 

Like so many other Americans of the era, Henry Oil ver 

searched for his place in the saga lmown to history as World 

War II. He tried to volunteer for the chaplaincy, but was not 

accepted because his training was not in the proper areas. 

Later, he tried to enlist as a soldier, but he was turned 

down again. This time it was because of his worth as the prin­

cipal of East High. 8 Several of the teachers from East and ap­

proximately eighteen hundred students and former students of 

the scb:>ol were enlisted in the Armed Forces. There were 

fifty-eight of these boys and one teacher killed in that 

struggle. 9 

"Mr. William Henry Oliver started writing a new 

6William Henry Oliver to Dale Edwards, July 25, 1974. 

J (Nashville· Eagle 7William Henry Oliver, Dear oe, • 
Staff, East Nashville High Schoor,-1m), P• 57 • 

8Statement by William Henry Oliver, personal 
interview, June 12, 1975. 

g i Henry 011 ver, personal Statement bv Will am 
interview, July 5, 1974. 
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column in the school paper calling it , D J , 11 Th , ear oe. ose 

words in the Foreword of~~ preface the eighty-eight 

page book which contains most of the letters William Henry 

Oliver wrote to the soldiers in those columns during the war 
10 

years. These letters show vividly the warmth, the love, and 

the concern of Professor Oliver for his students. Assuredly, 

it is this facet of his personality that has made him the 

educator long remembered by former students. The letters also 

reveal facts about the war itself and the activities of Mr. 

and Mrs. Oliver during those years. Excerpts and summaries 

of some of the letters are included here to illustrate the 

above statements. 

East High's principal led in a collection of scrap 

metal at the school. He, along with many others, promised to 

bring what they could. His contribution was the barrel of the 

old twelve-gauge breech-loading single-barrel shotgun his 

father bought for John and him when he was twelve. It held 

personal, priceless memories, but it was given for the connnon 

good. That night, October 30, 1942, William Henry Oliver went 

bid his brother, John, Godspeed as to the railway station to 

he left for naval training in Norfolk.ll 

believe that the best men are the best 
We firmly. You can not be as good a soldier if you soldiers. • • 

10011ver, ~~'op. cit., P• 6. 

11rb:td.' P• 13. 
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drink. • • • There ar f 
ler, Tojo, and Mussol~niour names who lead our foes. Hit-
leycorn. All are deadly are1

three. The other is John Bar-
you fight. And or th ~nem es of the ideals for which 
• • • filled more g ese ~~r, Barleycorn has probably 
bined. he i raves an all the other three com-

• • • 8 a demon• • • • Beware of himl .12 

Was th1 s a speech by some local chairman of the Temperance 

Connnittee or a sermon from a fundamAntol - ~ pulpit? No. It was 

the urgency of a high school principal conveyed to those 

young men he sought to educate - intellectually, physically, 

spiritually, and morally. One can not help but think how 

different education is in today 1 s average high school1 

It was in the week of February 22-27 that more than 

7,000 people registered at East High for ration book Number 

Two. 

• •• the people ••• were the nicest, finest, most 
cooperative large cross-section of the human race that I 
have ever seen ••• I look at my girls and my boys ••• 
I watch them ••• laugh and sing and play together. And 
I wish fi~ently that I could keep them as happy as they 
are now. 

Through these excerpts shines Henry Oliver 1 s optimistic out­

look on life and his heartfelt concern for his students. 

Mr. Oliver was in a soldier 1 s tent in November of 

1943 with his ROTC boys who were encamped at Percy Warner 

Park. He was identifying with his students although it · may 

have been before the days when educator s proclaimed from 

their ivory halls of learnlng that to teach one must be 

12Ibid., p. 21. 

13rbid., P• 22. 
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ident i fied wi th one•s students. But what was sleeping 1n a 

tent one night compared to the sacrifices of those enlisted? 
11

• • • I was ashamed of mvself d f 1 who 
~ an o many of my fe lows 

sacrifice so little While you and your buddies sacrifice so 

much. 1114 

One could say that a high school principal preached a 

sermon entitled "Christmas, 1943 - The Christian Way." The 

message had a three point outline, based upon the three 

principles of the Christian way of life. The first was that 

God is the loving Father of .all mankind. The second was the 

golden rule with its purpose of guiding me.n in their dealings 

with others. The third and last principle of thls way of life 

was that the human soul is immortal. This was intended to 

comfort the fellows who had watched their buddies die. Mr. 

Oliver• s Christmas message ended wt th "And may this be the 

f h 1115 last one that you must spend away rom ome. 

The letter of May 15, 1944 shows the humility and real 

depth of unselfishness that is possessed by William Henry 

Oliver. 

If only I could feel that I am helping you, I should 
not feel so tired and useless at the close of ea.ch day. 
What h I done today? I've seen a score of teachers and 

ave 1¥'th many of t hem I've exchanged 
hundreds of students • . i - , e talked with. Some I've 
greetings and smiles. SomeiI X Are they any better for 
reprimanded. Some I've pra se • 

14Ibid., PP• 34-35 • 

15Ibid., pp. 38-39. 
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our as s ociation? Am I? 1 Or was I? After -all ~h was not working for my benefit. 
the loafe.r to study' · Y dot 1 _spend my time trying to get 
boys and girls to b~iid. h he quitter to stick, ••• 
The public pays mew 11 c aracter and get an education? 
the pay. e • • • I wonder whether I am worth 

To me every tndivld 1 scalawag worth savin ua se~ms precious; and the worst 
Youth who thinks th ~•h• • . • What can man do for youth? 
that he is quite .. a bl e himself knows everything and 
all decisions? capa e of making his own decisions -

1 co~ld ~f~~;e•~~s have helped me all my life, not becauLJ~ 
em anything, but because I needed help.16 

He in turn seemed to be striving to do the same for others. 

It did not matter that it took hard work to do that. "We need 

not .ask for lighter labor but for greater strength."l7 

"Not even war has stopped the music of young America." 

Thus ends Henry Oli ver 1 s account of the annual marching con­

test for Middle Tennessee high school bands held in Keyes 

Stadium at East High on April 21, 1944. Approximately seven 

hundred students from twelve schools composed one giant band 

to render a magnificent rendition of the "The Star Spangled 

Banner. 1118 

Overall, the youth at East had practically the same 

educational opportunities as they had before the war. Few 

classes failed to meet due to lack of teachers, and there 

was no scarcity of the essential materials. Extracurricular 

and inter-school activities were not curtailed. "We still 

16r bid. , p. 47. 

l 7I bid. , p • 56 • 

18
Ibid~, P• 48. 
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have our clubs, our athleti 

cs, our dramatics, our chorus, our 
scho ol paper , our lunch room." 

There was more emotional 

stre s s than in normal times. Home life had been disrupted 

with fathers and brothers off to war and mothers working in 
defense plants and elsewhere. 19 

School was over for April 12 19 , 45 and many were 

gathered in the stadium for a baseball game between East and 

M. B. A. Over the radio came the startling news that Franklin 

D. Roosevelt was dead. The game was stopped momentarily for 

prayer before proceeding. The next morning saw the student 

body in the auditorium for songs, Bible reading, and prayer 

in honor of the deceased President. One former student then 

out on the front wrote his former principal that he was 

proud just to have lived in the same generation with so 

great an American as President Roosevelt. Such were the sen­

timents of many young Americans of the era. 

It was on May 11, 1945 when President Truman made 

the formal announcement that the war in Europe was over; the 

d d·tionally The few teach-German armies had surrendere uncon i • 

1 d at East High that morning went to ers and students area y 

the auditorium for Bible Reading and prayer. They were then 

Proc laimed a holiday. Many Nashville sent home as the day wa s 

191 bid • , pp • 5 5-56 • 
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churches held services of thank 1 1 sg V ng. Uenry Oliver attended 
one at St. Ann•s Episcopal Church.20 

Mr. Oliver• s, Thanksgiving Day of 1945 was full of 

varied activities. He was at a breakfast t 
a the First Church 

of the Nazarene, where he gave a devotion. At ten o'clock he 

attended a Holy Connnunion service at St. Ann's where he sari.g 

in the choir. Along with thankfulness he felt unworthiness. 

In the afternoon he and Mrs. Oliver attended the all-star 

football game at Vanderbilt University in Dudley Stadium. That 

evening at eight p.m. they went to the Ryman Auditorium to 

hear the Russian Cossacks sing. The nrusic was perfQrmed mag­

nificently and feelingly. This one da.y clearly shows the 

broad interests of Henry Oliver and his ability to thoroughly 

enjoy them all. 21 

Some who had not graduated have re-entered school at 
East, others at Hume-Fogg Tech ••• Many ••• who had 
graduated are now in college, some have gone back to 
their old jobs, others are • • • taking a • • • much­
needed rest. Comparatively few have been badly cripp7ed 
by injuries received in service. Some, however, have, and some_ too many - are still in military hospitals. • • 

When you get home, Joe, you must get the past.off 
our mind past is past. Only in the future is there 

yh •y• 
0

w111 find America, though full of problems ope ••• ou 
22 still a land of opportunity. 

adv].·ce for the resumption of peace time With this optimistic 

living William Henry Oliver closed his letters to "Dear Joe." 

20-rbid., PP• 67-69. 

21Ibid., p. 82. 

22rbid • . , PP• 87-88. 
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And what we r e t ho year s aft Rr t he "'ar 1 

- " Lke ? ·i/hat p ro -
gr a ss was made at East Na~hville High Scho ol~ 

, As the princi -

pal of Ea s t Hi gh, Mr. Oliver was very dedic a t ed to hi s task. 

A hi s to ry of the school will in a 
ve ry real sense be a his-

t ory of t hose years of his l i fe. 

" Ne love you. • • • for h .L , w a t, yo u are making of us. 

• • . You h ave done it by beinc; yourself. Perhaps, that i s 

w:ciat being a friend means, a fter all." Thus, the staff of the 

1946 Grey Eagle, East Hi gh' s annual, expr e ssed t heir thou.3hts 

aboll t William Henry Olive r . In the "Class History 11 i n t he 

same book one may note several items of int e r est. Te en-Town, 

which proved to he of gr-eat recreational va l ue to t r1e s chool 

and corrm1un..l t y , was organized du ring the 1843 -1944 te rm by the 

Young Wome n. ' s Chr·i stian Association. 23 East Hi gh had as ked 

f or Teen-'T.'own. It proved to offer e;ood , wholesome fun fo r 

t he young people. It me t i n t he basement of the libr ary . 24 

The 1 94 ~-1945 term introduced severa l new organization s to 

East Hashville. These included a r e ligious p rogram, 11 Go i::1g 

25 
Our i ✓ ay, 11 the Schoo l Spiri t Cl ub, an d the Vocal Ens emble. 

, d · t'ne h omerooms . Mr. Oil v er play ed 1 ".}oing Our ,Jay " was use - 1. n 

t · l They nre par ed a book a larg e p art in o r ganizins t he ma e r 1. a . • .t-

hi h l d Vo h1.· ona l i n nat u r e. 1/r . of programs which were r: Y e L, 

. Gre "Ragle {Nashville: Eas t 
23N ancy ,} os sage, ed :i. to~' ~f--" fg46}, No paginati on. 

Nashv i lle Hi gh School Grey Eag e ' 

24statement by Willi am Henry Oliver' Persona l 
i nt ervi e w, June 18 , 1975. 

25Gossage, loc. cit. 
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Oliver's indelible mark was made when a number of poems were 

of programs wa~ made available to all the included. This book 

city schools. 26 The Ensemble was one of the best vocal groups 

city. Baseball Was reintroduced in the spring of 1945 

delight of Eas·t High 1 s fans. The 1945-1946 term was 

in the 

to the 

ushered in \'Vi th the return of three faculty ioombers who had 

served in the Armed Forces. w. Carman (Willie) Campbell, Har­

wood Tilton, and Watson Magee were welcomed back by Principal 

Oliver, the faculty, and students. Dr. John L. Hill, editorial 

secretary of the Southern Baptist Sunday School Board, gave 

a speech. Coupled with music by the Ensemble and a talk by 

George Cate, the Alumni Association 1 s President, Ghis pro­

vided a fitting memorial to the boys who had gi ven their last 

full measurA of devotion during the war.27 

Elizabeth B. Brownlng 1 s Sonnet XIJII is usually 

thou ght of in connection with romantic lovers. Yet, it wus 

deemed a fit s election ·for I,ir. Oliver by the students of the 

Class of 1947. Therefore, under his picture in t he annual we 

read "How do we love thee? Let us count the ways· • 
II . . 

term t he Eagle Staff sponsored the pub-During the 1946-1947 -

i of the letters Mr. Oliver 
lication of Dear Joe, a compilat on 

- - men for the school newspaper. In t he had written to service 

Gui ld held its first musical in the 
8ame year the Dramatic 

26statement by William 
i nterview, June 18, 1975. 

27Gossage, loc. cit. 

Henry Oliver, personal 
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school's history, 11 A Date With Judy. 1128 

The hiS
t ory of the Class of 1948 reveals facts about 

life at East that depict change n~d 
...... progres s at the school. 

In their Sophomore year (1945-1946) ROTC was made compul-

sory for all Sophomore boys with two units requtred for grad­

uation. The Alumni Association had by then erected a clock on 

the top of the school as a memorial to the boys who lost their 

lives in the war. By the fall of 1947 the Hunting and Fishing 

Club and the Camera Club had been organized. Also, the boys 

division of the Boy-Girl Friendship Club finally came into 

existence, and the joint groups held forums on boy-girl rela­

tions. Nashville schools organized bowling teams, and East 

was well represented among the city's teams. 29 

The Class of 1949 expressed their gratitude for one 

who has planned for, prayed for, inspired, and trusted in 

them. That one had strength and beauty of character along 

with being the ideal of Christian living. "His life of purity 

and virtue has woven 1 ts elf into the heart of every East Rigµ 

Student." That one was no other than William Henry Oliver. 

The scene was in the fall of 1946, and it was Inauguration 

Day for Student Council officers at East High. The Class of 

t li t n as Mr. 011 ver sang 1949 sat as "silly" Sophomores O s e 

dit irrr Ei~k1' (Nashville: 28Betty Anne Cavender, e ~;'s a , ), No pagi-
East Nashville High School Grey Ea.g .,., 
nation. 

Ea le (Nashville: East 
29Peggy Fuson, editor, Gr~taw.=t948), No pagination. 

Nashville High Scho ol Grey Eagle . 
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"My Task" so s er i ously t hat they 

were not to soon forge t it. 
Dur i ng t he 1946-1947 t 

erm East was represented for t he flrst 
time a t t he Columbi a sh 1 c o astic Press Assoc t ation I s Annual 

Convention held at Columbia University in New Yor,k City. In 

May of 1949 the Allied Youth Club was organized. 30 The Al­

lied Youth Club is an anti-alcohoi club. Its purpose is • to 

inform young people as to the evils of beverage alcohol and 

to protect them from its use. 31 With the fall of 1948 the 

Fishing Club came to East. The 1949 annual has a snapshot of 

"Hank the Harmonica Player." No, it was not a student but 

just Mr. Oliver playing that instrument that he had played 
32 for yearsl 

Mr. Oliver received a Masters in Education in 1949 

from Peabody College. He had majored in Educational Adminis­

tration. Tlle degree he obtained then was the s1E1e as the 

Education Specialist degree today. All of the work had been 

done in the summer sessions or on a part time basis during 

other sessions. 33 

Then crune the Class of 1950. They recalled the new 

const i tution for school government that was instituted in 

the 1947-1948 school term. There were a number of highlights 

30 ditor Grsl ~gli, (Nashville: Mary Ann Stevens, e ' 949) No pagi-
East Nashville High School Grey Eagle a ' ' 
nation. 

3ls tatement by William Henry Oliver, personal 
interview, June 18, 1975. 

32s tevens, loc. cit. 
Henry Oliver personal 33statement by William 

inter view, June 18, 1975. 
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i n the 
1948

-l
949 term. The girls basketball team won the 

Ei ghth Di strict Championship. The Chorus rendered Handel's 

"Hallelujah Choru 9 " for the first time, a rather unique 

accomplishment for any high school group. The school's paper, 

~ Eagle, rated second in the Banner's Mid-State Newspaper 

contest. The National Forensic League from East had first and 

second place winners in All-State Competition. The !mer-City 

student Council was founded during the 1949-1950 term with 

the East Nashville Council playing a major role. The "Last 

Will and Testament II of the 1950 Class left Mr. Oil ver with a 

few more gray hairs, for which they were sorry. They went 

further and thanked him for patience, kindness, and unfor­

getable love. 34 

The Class of 1951 classified William Henry Oliver not 

only as their beloved principal but as the beacon-light of 

their hearts. "May we, in the faithful living of wr lives, 

gl ve back to him some part of that which he has given to us 

i and guidance." This class remember-in inspiration, devot on, 

ed distributiq- f'itty-two Christmas baskets in 1948 to needy 

families. In September, 1949 new fluorescent lights, filing 

cabinets, modern chromium kitchens for home economics, and an 

b 11 field were installed. electric score board for the foot a 
awarded one of the The Journalism Club of 195o-l95l was 

ditor Grey Eagle, (Nash-
34Evelyn Louise Stevens' 1

8 r,rey ~a.~Staff, 1950), 
Ville: · East Nashville High Schoo :;__ ... -------
No pagination. 
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hi ghest honors g iven t O a high school paper, a first from the 

Columbia Scholastic Press Assoc:L ation. In 
the spring of 1950 

a much anticipated course was added, that b eing Dr1 vers 

Training. The St udent Council of 1950-1951 was most active. 

They had the sidewalks repaired, the tennis courts finished, 

bought a new curtain for the stage, organized a Pep Club, 

and began work on a school handbook. 35 

The Grey Eagle in 1953 was dedicated to Mr. Oliver 

for his Christian leadership, patience, understanding, and 

willingness to help. The yearbook had a new ·section as the 

Sophomores and Juniors were pictured for t he first time. The 

"Class History" mentioned the Evaluation by the Southern As­

sociation for Accreditation ln 1951-1952 which made the 

36 school fully accredited fo r nine more years. This was the 

result of the Self-Study that the Association requires of its 

mAmbers every ten years. 37 

The 1954 edition of the Grey Eagle was also dedicated 

to the principal. This time it was for his individual com­

panionship with "his children" and wholeheartedly supporting 

all their endeavors and for constant guidance• The "La3t 

35'\,~indel Gardenshire and Elizabeth McKnight' editors' 
1 Nashville High School Grey Eagle Grev Eagle (Nashville: East 

'S'fa!'r, l95i), No pagination. 

36 d"t ~r e~ Eflle, {Nashville: 
Katharine Bryan

1
, Ge i Io~~g e ta , 1953), No 

East Nashville High Schoo re -
pagination. 

Henry Oliver, personal 37 statement by William 
int erview, June 18, 1975. 
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Will and Testament" of the Class of 1954 left gratltucle to 

Mr. Oliver for just bei ng a "regular guy." 
Their "Class 

History" told of the Tennessee Association of Student Coun-

cils meeting at East Nas hville in the 1951-1952 term. The 

students had kept the delegates in their _homes. 38 

.The l95S Class of East Nashville High School could 

talk about the fire in the lunchroom in their Junior year. 

It was not serious, causing damage only to kitchen equipment. 

The school had its first Career Day that same year. In the 

1955 yearbook the rifle, track, golf, and tennis teams a.re 

seen. "Miss East Hign" was pictured for the first time, be­

ginning a practice followed for years. 39 

The Beta Club at East High was organized in 1955-1956. 

The National Honor Society continued to exist. The bowling 

team got their picture in the 1956 annual for the first ttme.' . 

Nor did the 1956 Class forget to mention Mr. Oliver. They 

left him an abundant supply of patience as they had used all 

of the last supply1 4O 

The 1957 Grey Eagle Staff called Mr. Oliver "the 

guidine hand, the kindly s-ympathizer . II Agai n , !'ocus is tur n­

ed on the nclass History. 11 The 1954-1955 football team 

• G~ ~a~fe (Nashville: 38Ida Jo Simpson, ed~tor, ¾s~a '1954), No 
East Nashville High School Grey Eag e ' 
Pagination. 

,. Gre Ea~~5, (Nashville: East 39Barbara Davis, en;tor, ~f 5), No pagination. 
Nashville High School Grey ~agle ' 

~a~fe (Nashville: 
40Marjorie Haden, editorEa~l:ys ,'1956), No 

East Nashville High School Grei ;;;...~--
Pagination. 
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became the first Nashville It 

n erscholastic League team to go 

by plane to another city to play. Teen-Town was permanently 

established at EaSt • ,During the 1956-1957 term the Civinette 

and Ci vi tan Clubs 1 float won r1.· rst prize 
in the Fire Preven-

tion Parade. It was in th~ spring of 1957 that an honor came 

to the Male Chorus as they were chosen to sing for the 

Southern Music Educators Conference in Miami Beach, Florida. 

The Art and Science Clubs were added as well as the Quill 

and Scroll. 41 

Apd lo, it was in the Spring of the year that the 
multitude was told by our beloved Willi am H. Oll ver, that 
he had been promoted and there were many tears spread 
throughout the kingdom and many grieved over the lose of 
our great leader.42 

The 1958 Grey Eagle was dedicated to him as past principal. 

He was said to be more than a principal or even a close 

personal friend. He was more like a father. One always came 

from his office strengthened end encouraged. Mere words could 

not express the deep feeling or repay the debt of gratitude. 43 

This feeling of his being like a father still persists in 

1975 as he received Father's Day cards from some former 

students. Among these were Barbara Morgan, Geraldine Heid-

Grice Bibb. 44 Nor has gratitude ceased to breder, and Betty 

~ Btg (Nashville: East 41Anita Farrar, edi!ori G3tif 57), No pagination. 
Nashville High School Grey ~age a ' · 

· ~a le (Nashville: East 
42Helen Gibson, editor, Grtyf~58) No pagination. 

Nashville High School Grey Eagle Sa ' ' 

43rbid. 
Henry 011 ver, personal 

44statement by Willi am 
interview, June 18, 1975. 



exist on the part of students at East duri 
ng his years as 

principal there. 
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Just a note to l et O kn 
• • • has meant to me' Y u ow how much your influence 
young men with no gu td~c; • h Almost daily I see cases of 
wrong path and think th ,w O are going down the 
God' and Mr. Oli~er ,,.

0 
atI 4gere but for the grace of 

0 es • 

This fellow graduated in 1952 after Mr. Oliver had natientlv 
. ~ ~ 

disciplined him many times and wondered what he would ever 

amount to. He is now President-Treasurer of the Tennessee 

Adjustment Service. Yes, that is the joy of teachingl 

It would be in order a.t this point to glance at some 

of the things Mr. Oliver d-t d during the summers in the tirne 

span being dealt wt th here. One year he worked for the Wash­

ington Manufacturing Company. His job was manual labor in the 

shirt department. He filled orders and various other thines. 

His rate of pay was one dollar per hour. For a number of 

summers he taught in the Peabody Demonstration School. This 

is Peabody's Elementary and Seccndary school and a place 

where they try a variety of new methods of teaching. Mr. 

Oliver taught English to g r ades ten, eleven, and twelve at 

different times. For one summer he taught "Child Development 

and Guida.nee" in the college. 46 In 1931 Mr. Oliver and 

th i d ~ private sunnner school in o - er educators organ ze Cl. 

45 to 'villi am Henry Oliver, June lU, Dickie Fuqua · 
1975, Oliver Collection. 

4 Henry Oliver, personal 6 statement by William 
interview, Jnne 12, 1975. 
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books and buildings. Thi s 
8roup charged tuiti on and thi s was 

divided among t hos e t ea ch­
ers wo r king . After s ome 

yea r s , the Board of Educ nt ton dec.lded 
t o t ake over the summer school 

program. Mr. Oliver did no t 
work in it aft er that. 

Mr• 011 Ver served on the Accredit ation Boa.rd of t he 

Southern Association of Secondary Schools and Colleges. He 

was one of thre e members from the state of Tennessee. He was 

on the committee that considered the applic ations for member­

ship in the association that came fro m junior colleges and 

special schools. These men studied the r eport s and records 

sent by ·these schools and made recommendations back t o the 

board as t o whether or no t accreditation was recommended. Each 

committee member was given f rom six to ten schools to r evi ew. 

Mr. Oliver recalls pas si ng on Mt. 011 ve College in Mt. OU ve, 

North Carolina, and on a small school in Lebannon, Tenne s seA . 

He considered schools in Georgia, Al aba ma , m d Lruisiana, as 

well as t hose in the states just rrentioned. Mr. Oliver also 

served as chairman of three evaluation committees at schools 

in his area. This had nothi ng to do with his being on the 

above menti oned boar d. Twice he was the e-riai rman at Davi d 

Li St. Bernard's, both private, chnrch ­pscomb and once at 

related schools. 47 

Henry Oliver, personal 47 Statement by William 
int erview, June 18, 1975. 
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Willi.run Henry Oliver has been th 

e guest speaker at 
numerous functions in different areas 

for most of the years 

of his adult life. Chapter 3 did not even attempt to cover 

the many times he was a guest in some church. Thus, here it 

becomes nece s sary to briefly give an account of some of his 

speaking engagements during the years 1930-1957. Included 

will be speeches to a variety of audiences in various cir­

cumstances with various interests. 

The notes from Mr. Oliver's speeches and serroons 

are indeed interesting. Some of his notes have been used on 

twelve or fifteen different occasions. Some have been used as 

much as fifty years after the notes were made. General obser­

vation of his notes shows his wide span of interests, his 

broad knowledge gained from reading in many fields, and his 

love of poetry. 

A theme William Henry Oliver often took was "God's 

Way or Mine? 11 It might have had another title and might have 

been called something other than a sermon but the central 

thought was God's way is wise; man1 s is foolish. In addition 

to using these thoughts in many churches or their funct.tons, 

the Reformatory School in Bordea~x 
he spoke on the topic at 

on October 14, 1934.
48 

b~ Willi am Henry Oliver in an 
48opinion expr~~s e~")" t Bordeaux (Tennessee) Reform­

address("God' s Way or r,,ine. ,.,_ a 
atory School, October 14, 19°4• 
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On at least t "° occasions and those over twenty years 

a.part , he talked on "Take a Lead and Keep 
It." One time he 

was at the Lockeland Ch 
urch' s Basketball Banquet in Aprl l of 

1935. On December 5 , 1959 he spoke before the North Nashville 

High School Honor Society. He compared life to a game to be 

played. Youth were in the first inning. Thus, the admonition 

to "Take a Lead and Keep It" with the added thought "Don't 

go out on fouls. 1149 

To Christians, Easter signifies new life through the 

redemption of Jesus Christ. It holds the blessed hope that 

the dead in Christ shall live again. These thoughts were 

proclaimed on April 14, 1935 as Henry Oliver spoke at the 

Tennessee State Training Sc ~1.ool (Reformator7 for Boys) on 

Hydes Ferry Pike near Nashv-Llle. 50 

The time was November 14, 1946, the place was Balley 

,Junior High in Nashville, and the occasion was the Parent 

Teacher Association's Annual Father's Night. Mr. Oliver se­

lected "Is the Young Man Absalom Safe?" as a topic. It was 

based on the father, David, a nd his so n , Abse.lom. David loved 

Absalom, but he ne glected part of his training. The importance 

of te aching sons how to live was emphasized. As recently as 

49 d b William Henrv 011 ver in an 
Opinion expresseK Y It") at Nashville (Tennessee) 

addre s s ( 11 Take a Lead and ~e~ rth Nashville Hi gh School, 
Lockeland Bantist Church an ° 
April, 1935: and December 5, 1957 • 

50 bv 'Vi lli am Henry Oil ver in an 
Opinion expres s! d ·· ' to You") at Nashville (Tenn-

address ("The Meaning of t.~Si~r School, Apri l 14, 1935. 
essee) Tennessee State Trai n g 
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Father's Day, 1974 , Brother Oliver used similar thoughts at 

East Nashville Free Will Baptist Church.51 

On February 25, 1949 Professor Oliver spoke to fa­

thers again, but this tline it was the Parent Teacher Associa­

tion's Father's Night at Glenn School, also in Nashville. He 

talked of his own father who had been a living example to 

him, who had given him the idea.ls by which he. still 11 ved. 

Some of these same thoughts were used on Father's Day, 1963 

at the Madison Church of God. 52 · 

"Victorious Living" weaved its way into the ad­

dresses given by Willi am Henry Oliver. In 1950 he stated that 

man was not made for slavery. It is glorious to feel victor­

ious, but where lies the difference? It is in the attitude of 

the mind and heart - in faith. He was speaking at the Junior-

53 Senior Banquet at the Free Will Baptist Bible College. 

The James Robertson Hotel housed the Workshop of the 

Tennessee Teachers Association of Business Colleges in 1951. 

On May 12 Henry Oliver spoke on "What a High School Principal 

5lopinion expressed by William Henry Oil ver in an 
( 11 M Absalom Safe?") at Nashville 

address Is the Yotmg an_ S hool and East Nashville Free 
(Tennessee) Bai lay Junior Hi.gh 

14 
c 

1946 
and June 14 1974. 

Will Baptist Church, November , ' 

address 
Madison 
1963. 

520pinion ':lxpressed by William Henry Oliver in an 
(Untitled} at Nashville (Tennessee)Glenn School and 
Church of God, February 25, 1949 and Father's Day, 

William Henry Oliver in an 
53opinion expressed " b) y t Nashville (Tennessee) Free 

address ( "Victorious Living a 
19

50 
Will Baptist Bible College, Spring, • 
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Expects of a Business College." He listed good courses of 

study , g ood equipment and teachers, and some supervision of 
54 conduct. 

Belmont College asked Professor 011 vor to speak in 

chapel on September 24, 1951. He put his ideas about choosing 

into words as he mentioned right choices that need to be made 

during the college years. He challenged his listeners to make 

their college years a time of strengthening religious faith. 55 

The First Lutheran Church Banquet for Youngsters, or 

Luther Leaguers, was held on May 23, 1952 at the church. They 

were admonished by Professor Oliver to beware of bad company 

and not to be a smart alee or a quitt er. Can one be a Chris­

tian and still be one of the crowd? If n ut, one should get 

out of the crowd. The 11 shoulds 11 were to have a purpose in life 

and t o take time to prepare for life. 56 

The keynote speaker f or David Lipscomb High School's 

1953 commencement was the public educator, Henry Oliver. He 

plainly said youth were not going to the dogs and if some 

th b their elders. All did, they were often dragged ere Y 

54 b William Henry Oil ver in an 
Opinion expressed Y i al Expects of a Business 

address ( "What a High Sc( hool Pri:) ~ames Robertson · Hot e 1, 
College") at Nashville Tennesse 
May 12, 1951. 

address 
Belmont 

address 
Church , 

55 d b William Henry Oliver in an 
Opinion expresset 7,) at Nashville (Tennessee) 

("If You would Lis en 51 
College, September 24, 19 • 

William Henry Oll ver in an 
560pinion expressed by (Tennessee) First Lutheran 
(Untitled) at Nashville 
May 23, 1952. 
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gene rat i ons have prodiaal b t 

o sons, u t~ere have always been 
great youngsters, too. He dm i a on shed youth to ltve independ-

ently, acknowledging one Master - God Himself.57 

The curtain opens on Trevecca C 11 o ege 1 s Junlor -

Senior Banquet on May 22, 1954. The special speaker rises and 

begins his comments The b t• • anque s theme was "Pioneering New 

Front:ters, 
11 

and Mr. Oliver spoke accordingly. He spoke on 

kinds of frontiers and what was needed for any new frontier. 

He used Columbus, the Apostle Paul, Lindberg, and Edison as 

examples, using the poem 11 Sail On, Sai 1 On! 11 for effect. 58 

Gallatin Road Bapti s t Church hosted a Basketball Ban­

quet for their church team on April 25, 1955. East H1gh 1 s 

principal chose an appropriate subject for his part of the 

program, "Don't Go Out on Fouls." He answered two questions. 

(1) What constitutes a foul? (2) What causes a fool? Then he 

discussed the results. Yes, life is like a game, but it has 

no seasons; it is played the year round. It is not divided 

into eight minute quarters, but it is for life. The audience 

was left with the question, "What will spectators say at the 

close of the game?" 59 

57 . d b William Henry Oil ver in an 
Opinion expreAdsdse y at Nashville (Tennessee) David 

address (Commencement ress) , 
Lipscomb High School, May 28 , 1953. 

William Henry Oliver in an 58opinion expressed b{
1 5

11) at Nashville · (Tennessee) 
address ( "Pioneering New Fron er 
Trevecca College, May 22, 1954. 

. William Henry 011 ver in an 
590pinion ·expressed bi .") at Nashville (Tennessee) 

address ("Don't Go Out on Fou ! il 25 1955. 
Gallatin Road Baptist Church, pr ' 
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Twice in May of 1955 iur. 

111 Oliver spoke on "More Abun-

dant Living in a Democracy." The first was when he addressed 

the Inter-High St udent Council at Donelson; the second was 

at a service honoring the graduating Seniors at the First 

Church of the Nazarene. "It lies within each indi v°idual with 

God's help, to make glorious and rich and beautiful and 

abundant his or her own life. . . . 1160 

On March 11, 1956 Mr. Oliver had another opportunity 

to speak at a Basketball Banquet; this time it was at Belmont 

College. Two main ideas were presented. (1) You are fortunate. 

(2) You are important. "Tomorrow awaits you; humanity needs 

you; God is counting on you. Get in there and fight. You can 

win. • • • 

On May 30, 1957 gr~duation assembly was held at Free 

Will Baptist Bible College. The principal of East High, Mr. 

Oliver, came to speak. His title was "The Old Rail Fence." 

This title came from a story he related from his boyhood. He 

once lived on a very steep hill near Indian Mound; often he 

had to carry water from the valley below. He would pause to 

rest at an old rail fence. He then compared thi s to gradua-

had Come a long way up the hill; it was tion. The graduates 

60 b William Henry Oliver in an 
Opinion expressed Y i a Democracy") at Nashville 

address ( "More Abundant Livi~ 1n and First Nazarene Church, 
(Tennessee) Donelson High Sc 00 

May 2, 1955 and May 22, 1955. 
William Henry Oll ver in an 

610pinion expressed bfr) t Nashville (Tennessee) 
address ( "Lucky and Important 

56 
a 

Belmont College, March 11, 19 • 



84 
appropriat e to pause for rest. Int 

hat pause Mr. Oliver 
sketched part ot the past for the 

graduates and then reminded 

them that the rest of the hill remained to be climbed. 62 

"Strange to say, when I went to F. W. B. B. c. as a teacher 

five years ago, I discovered that some of the folk still re­

membered 'The Old Rai 1 Fence'. 1163 Perhaps, the last state­

ment has something to say about the way Mr. Oliver's words 

have lingered in the minds of his hearers down through the 

years. 

"You and Your Blble 11 appeared to be just the topic 

when William Henry Oliver spoke to the Gideons on July 3, 

1957. It has since been used as a sermon at East Nashville 

Free Will Baptist Church. The "Kic.k-Otf" Sunday for the 

church's golden anniversary was on September 14, 1973. As 

Bro. Oliver was the first pastor, he was asked to bring the 

message. The thoughts were mainly on how to study the Bible 

64 and the results of the study. 

The Nashville Boys Club was assembled at Montgomery 

Bell State Parle. Mr. Oliver came on July 7, 1957 to talk 

620 inion expressed b'y Willi,4IJ1 Henry Oliver in an 
address ( 11The Old Rei 1 Fence 11

} at Nashvi 1+8 (Tl;lnnessee) 
Free Will Baptist Bible College, May 3o, 1957 • 

to Dale Edwards, June 18, 1975. 63willi am Henry Oliver 
Willi am Henry 011 ver in an 

64opinion expressed ~y at Nashville (Tennessee) 
address ( "You and Your Bible ~ville Free Will Baptist Church, 
Gideons' Meeting and Eaa t N~: 1973• 
July 3, 1957 and September , 
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to them about courage• He adivsed them to have the courage 

to take correction ~n the i h 

be reverent toward God. 65 
r gt spirit, to do right, and to 

Previous paragraphs are a very slim sampling of the 

speeches given by Mr. Oliver during these years. A glimpse 

through his notes shows that he spoke before these clubs: the 

Kiwanis, Civitans, Optimists, Exchange, Scottish Rite, and 

Men's Clubs. Other groups included were the Young Men's Chris­

tian Association and the National Sorority of Phi Delta Kappa, 

Alpha Beta Chapter. Though a Free Will Baptist minister, Rev. 

Oliver spoke to many denominational groups as evidenced above. 

Other than those mentioned, he spoke to these denominations: 

Cumberland Presbyterian, Christian, Methodist, Presbyterian, 

Episcopal, and various Negro churches. It will be recalled 

that David Lipscomb Schools are Church of Christ and Trevecca 

College is affiliated with the Nazarene Church. This does 

not include the numerous branches of Baptist churches he 

· William Henry Oliver was not reduced spoke before. Certainly, 

to the narrow bounds of arry group, be it religious or 

otherwise. 

back 8.t t he time spanned by this chapter, it Glancing 

entire lv cover the activities of those years. is impossible to J 

William Henry Oliver in an 
65opinion expressed bey ty (Tennessee) Montgomery 

address ("Courage") Dickson oun , 
Bell State Park, July 7, 195?. 
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pictu-re a man going to the various functions of a big city 

high school in a4dition to fulfilling the duties of the 

principal of that school. Then in his apare time, imagine 

him preaching almost every weekend in a church within a 

seventy- f ive mile radius of Nashville. And in between these, 

intersperse addresses given to various groups, attendance 

at local functions of interest, e.nd the few activities in­

dulged in for his personal life. Hopefully, one will have a 

fairly accurate image of Willi am Henry Oli vcr' s life fro m 

1930 through 1957. 



Chapter 5 

SEVEN YEARS AT THE HELM 
1957-1964 

It was 1957 and by this time '.irilliam ,, Henry 011 ver had 

to his credit a wide rang_,e of experience. He was respected as 

a.n educator with high standards who expended a great de al of 

personal concern on individual students as well as teachers 

and other fellow workers. His year s of experience well-quali­

fied him for the vacancy created when H. A. Bass stepped dovm 

from the position of Superintendent of Nashville City Schools. 

Little did Mr. Oliver r e ·Ilize that he would be the las t man to 

fill that position due to the creation of a Metropolitan 

Government from the merging of the city and county governments. 

Thus, not only would he be at the helm when desegre gation came 

to this Southern city, but he would also work diligently 

toward an effective merger between the Davidson County and 

Nashville City Schools. 

"Mrs. Bland moved th.9.t the Board elect Mr. Villi am 

Henry 011 ver as Assistant superint endent effective Jul y 1, 

l'J57 at an annual salary of ·:;; 9, 000 1957 through December 31, 

School Board proceeded t o elect Per year. 11 This passed and t he 

him as ff tive January 1, 1958 for one year 
Superintendent e ec 

87 
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at a salary to be negotiat ed.I 

The salary later a.greed upon 
was $12,000 a year. The public 

announcement of his appoint­
men t came on his twenty-ninth anniversary, 

May 22, 1957. This 
1avnched Mr. Oliver's seven year trip 

into tho realm of head 

of a large city school system. In a manner characteristic of 

him, he entered into this ne"T J·ob • seekinG God I s help. After 

t hanking the Board for placing their confidence in him, he 

said the Lord being his Helper, he wou l d do his utmost to 

justify that confidence. 2 

So many i terns of note crossed t :1e Superintendent. 1 s 

desk during the next seven yea rs that it i s indeed difficult 

to sift th1•ough the event s to glean those that need t o be in­

chtded herein. The two matters that have had the most far­

reaching effects were those pertaining to desegregation and 

the merging that formed what is commonly lmown as Metro. 

Therefore, t he fir st sec tion will concern itself wi ti t deseg­

re [;ation; the second part will be an ov erview of t he activi­

ties of the years 1957-1964; last, a portion wi ll be devoted 

to the work that paved the way for the Metro poli tan Board of 

:Sduc 2tion. 

The reader shouln remember that i t was in 1954 th~t 

·t l ·sion that was to bring the Supreme Court passed do wn is ceci 

d f Education City of Nashv~.lle 
l rninute s of Boar O

. ti · Of fie; Nas::w1lle, Tennes see) 
(Met r opolitan Board of Educa on ' 
1!ay 21, 1957. 

2 B d June 12, 1957. Minut e s of oar, 
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sweeping reforms in the area of 

desegregation. Before the fall 
of 1957, the Nashville Board of 

Education had be cm challenged 
as to its position on the 

issue. There had been a request for 
s.n injunction age.inst the Board for 

refus in g admi s s ion of 
Negro students to white school~ and 

~ vi.oe versa. "3efore a 

cour s e of action was determined , the Boa rd as sur,~d the judge 

that it was planning to submit a plan for de segregation . The 

court declined to issue the injunction. The firs ~~ grade was 

integrated tha t fall and the School Board wa s requi red t::> 

submit a plan for all grades before December 31, 1957. 

The school term began on Septe:nber 9., 1957. Disorder 

was prevalent · at all white schools where Negro s tudents en­

rolled. This action was cau3ed by organize d eff o~ts. Pe r sons 

c::mgregated on school grounds and roolested Negroes tryinG to 

enter an<l solicited whites to withdraw from the school. Dis­

orders continued all day and into the night. That night one 

inflamatory meeting was held on at least one school campu s and 

in one public square where a.gi ta tors attempted to arou se li s­

teners to prevent the court order fro in being enforced. At 

12:30 a.m. September 10, Hattie Cotton Elementary School on 

·Nest Greenwood Avenue wa s badly damag ed by a dynamite blast. 

Disorders continued t h ro u.ghout the next day. Arrests were 

t Was mustered out in force t o pro­made. The Police Departmen 
1 and order. The 

tect lives and property B.!1. d to maintain aw 

ac ti ons as a defiance of the 
School Board viewed all of these 

and of the law of the land. u.s. District court at Nashville 
to investigate and determine 

They requested the U.S. Attorney 
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who was responsible and to tak 

J e prompt i njunctive acti on or 

whatever was necessary to resl.r aln such future actt ou . 0 Mr . 

oliver El.
nd MRyor Ben We:::it spe nt much ti me in the U.S. Attor­

ney General's o.ffl~e 1n an ef_r_0 r1- to 1 l ~ >egin measu~es to restore 

peace and order. Federal Jud ·u1lli 
ET, e '' am E. Miller ls S H'3d an 

order restrainine twelve segregationists from interferin0 with 

desegregation in Nashville. This te!llporary order was t he f i rst 

step toward securing a permanent injm1ct io~.4 These were the 

beginnings of desegregation in Nashville. No, it was not in 

perfect order. However, the situations arising were handled 

wisely. These and future inc1den ts were to reflect the fai. r­

ness to all demo nst r ated by William Henry 011 ver . 

The Ins Lruction Con:::1i t tee presented it s p l9.n for de­

segrega tion to the School Eoa::."'d on December 4, 1957. "No 

compulsory integration o r seg1"eg"'_tion shall be require(l in !!lY 

grade of the Nashville Public Sch ool System. 11 The plan basic­

ally c Jnsisted of two elements. (1) Desegregation of one 

grade at a time was to take place. The first grade was dese­

gregated in 1 957, the second grade was to be desegregated in 

1958, and 30 on. {2 ) Any pa.rent who had a child in a school 

. it of the student s were o f anot her or class in which the maJor Y 

t a transfer to another scho ol. Many school 
race cou l cl reque s · 

systems in other states were to follow t ~i s plan used in 

d September 10, 1957. 
~llinutes of Boar, -

September 12, 1957. 
4Mlnutes of Board , 
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Nashvi l le. The seco nd element wold b 

u e struck down hy the 
court l ater. Pa.rents had t i 

0 g ve reasons other than rac i a l 

for a transfer. They started then to give "acceptable" rea-

s ons al
th

ough race may have been a maj or one. Mr. 011 v., P per­

sonally decided on ever~y transfer t d 5 r 
reque s e • Thre e groups o 

schools with equal standards, opportuni t t es, and fac l l t t ies 

were to b e provided. These were schools for Negroes 'frhose 

parents preferred that they be educat ed wit h members of their 

own race exclusively; schools for white students whose parents 

preferred the same; integrated schools for those whose parents 

6 preferr ed schools available to both Negr o an d white students. 

The attorneys for the Nashville Ci ty Schools were Edwi n Hunt 

and Reber Boult. At a hearing on April 14, 1958, the District 

Court in Nashville approved the plans as set forth. 7 

On March 5, 1959 l.lr- . Oliver went before t he Ci vi 1 

Rights Commission. This conference, he stated, was conducted 

on a highly professional and dignified bas i s. The oppor t uni ty 

to sit down in conference ·.vi th a nu:1ber of leadi ng educ ators 

to discuss the problems involved in school desegregation was 

wor t hwhile. Mr. Oliver fel t t hat his r eport on Nashville's 

. i d wi t h interest and respect. dese gregatio n was rec e . ve 

H Ollver, pers onal 5stat ement by Willi run - enry 
interview, June 18 , 1975. 

6Minute s of Board' December 4' 1957 • 

7 Of Board ' Apri l 9, 1958 . Minutes -

Of Board , March 12, 1959. 8r~iinutes 

8 
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It was in the next month that Mr. Oliver and Board 

members A. B. Gibson, M. H. Pilsk, d 
an T. c. Young attended 

a hearing before the U.S. District Co1J rt of Appeals in Cincin-

nati, Ohio wi th regard to the desegregatio~: suit. 9 The NAACP 

had appealed to this court when the District Court in Nash­

ville approved the desegregation plans in that city. This 

court upheld the decision made in Nashville. The NAACP then 

attempted to appeal the case to the Supreme Court, but it 

refused to review the case. 10 Attorney Hunt received a letter 

from the Supreme Court dated December 14, 1959. "The petition 

for writ for certiorari is denied." This meant that the suit 

could not be appealed to a higher co urt. This was judged to 
11 

perpetuate rather than limit racial discrimination. · 

At the April 5, 1962 Board me eting Mr. Oliver stated 

that he had been invited to attend the Civil Rights Conn~is­

sion's Fourth Annual Conference on "Problems of Segregation 

and Desegregation of Public Schools." The Civi 1 Rights Com-

111issi on would pay his expenses to come to ',Yashingto n, D.C. on 

the third and fourth of May. This would make the third time 

· No other schoo1 for Mr. Oliver to attend their confer~nce. 

Oli r's knowledge. He went system hacl been so honored to Mr. ve 

9Minutes of Board, May 14, 1959. 

lOstatement by William Henry Oliver, 
interview, July 9, 1975. 

d J anuary 21, 1960. 11Minutes of Boar, 

personal 
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with the intent ion of conducting himself in a way that would 

reflect continued credit upon the Nashv1.·11e 

its methods of desegregation.12 
City Schools and 

Members of the local NAACP 
did attend the Board meet-

ings on several occasions with reque sts or pe titions. One time 

was on February 8, 1962. They brought wi th them a reques t to 

r erriove barriers that prevented Negroes f rom attending Hume-
Fogg Technical School. It was the onl y such school in the 
ci t y at that time. They petitioned the Board to admit all 

qualified students without regard to race as of September, 

1962.
13 

At the August 16 Board meeting the Instruction Cormnit­

tee 3.nd t h e Recreation and Vocational Connnittee presented 

. their recom:nendations aft er having studied the request along 

with Mr. Oliver. ''It is the judgment of y~:rn r Superintendent 

that tl1e court-approved plan of desegregation ••• app lie ~ to 

the Hume-Fogg Technica l and Vocational High School also and 

that we should adhere strictly tot his p lan." Therefore , he 

recommended a denial of the request. The denial was granted. 

I n the letter requesting desegregati on at Hume-Fogg, t here 

was an implied request for desegregati on of evening cl asses 

fo r• adults. T:ie Superintendent felt that the evening program 

• Th nobody would be excluded was not included in the plan. us, 

f race l\s far as he lmew, no one from such clas ses because O • • 

10 of Boa~_d , April 5, 1962. ""Minutes 

13 of Board, February s , 1962. Minutes 
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had been excluded at any t · f 

i me or this reason.14 Mrs. c. M. 
Hayes, 2 NAACP representat1 _ve, came before the Board on March 
21, 1963 asking for 1 t 

· n egrn.tion of Hume-.Fogg ; but it still 
was not granted.15 

During the period of the Transitional Board of Educa-

tion which governed both Nashvi·11 d D vid - e an a son County Sch ools 

there was a ~evision of the Desegregation Plans. The revi sion 

struck from the books racial qualifications ·a s a reason for 

transfer of a student t o another school zone .16 

Certainly, Mr. Oliver was the guiding force behind 

the Dese gregation Pla.11. Mr. Bass wa s i ll much of the ti1,1e and 

even as Assistan t Superintendent, Henry Oliver was in e s :Jence 

acting Superintendent. Thus, from the first he dealt with the 

issue. But even a stud~r of the plan end the events over the 

years leave s one without a thorough understanding of how Mr. 

Olive r really felt abo ut the issue. He was called upon a num­

ber of times to speak on the sub ject. One of these speeches is 

used to g i vc a picture of his opinions and feeli ngs about de­

segregation. This addr ,; ss was en t itled 11 Registration, Trans­

fers, etc. as Christians." •rhis speech was apparently made to 

a group of concerned citizens from sev e ral organizati o1rn , 

some of whl ch had the •:;ord G!'..rl s tio.n in their na1."le. Thus, he 

spoke as a Christi an to ot ::1cr Christia.>1 s. He s t r e s s'3 d tl18. t t he 

14~t nut es of Board , August 16, 1962. 

15. t of ~- -.L~ anLR1·t1 ona Minu es ... 1 Board , September 12 , 1963. 

16 of Ti~ansl tion a t1inutes 
1 Board , June 13, 1963. 
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people had to obey the edicts of tl 

- 1e court. 
I · do not ma ~e th 1 . I 

si ons. I work un· d o .ct- , aw_s • .. d_o r..ot render court deci-
" r nem M~ b 1 · · 

primaril~, s egre<?ation· 0 ~· d ., us n~ss is educatioJ:?-, - not 
f or all th , esegregati on, but educ at Lon 

• • • e c 11ildren of all the people of ou r city • 

.i e t alked about avoiding disorder and confusion and pra l sed 

t ~1e Po lice Department f or helping rest ore and keep order. He 

thougbt l t very important that the parent have the riGht to 

decide \Vherc his child wou l d attend school. 

'l'hc person most vi tally concerned ·nith a child ' s 
welfare and :1appines s is the parent •••• With the pa­
rent, t h e. child co mes first, or s hou ld, I think , a l ways. 
T?e question which each partn t s hou l d try to answer is 
1·Nhat is b e st for m7,r child'?' · · 

Henry Olive r stressed one of his paramount rules, t ha t being 

to treat everyone with fairness, kindness, res pect, and con­

sider '.l tion. He cited the Biblical teaching that God is no 

respec t er or persons. Among Christians there is _ a common 

spiritual kinship which transcends differences of race, an­

cestry, nationality, or opinion. 17 Again, a questLrn. ruus 

acros s one's mind. What would desegre gation have been li ke 

wt th a lesser man at t b e helm of Nas hville City Schools? 

At t enti on is now turned fr om desegregation to t :i:10 

other incidents of Mr. 011 ver' s years at t h e Superinteni.lent' s 

i included are varied in an atte;npt t o post of &1ty. Select ons 

give the whole nicture • 

17 . sed by William Henry Oliver in an 
Opinion exp r e s t Christians") at 

address ("Registrations, Transfe;~,leM~t~~dist Church, August 
Nashville (Tenn essee) Clark rr. en'I() a 
24, 1958. 
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Many majvr decisions had to be made by ~r. Oliver to 

say nothing of minor ones. A glance over just a. few pages o r 
the Minutes of the Board will show hi m considering anything 
from replacing old desks and cloth h d s a es to hiring, firing, 

or retiring certain teachers. Again and again, Mr. Oliver 

opened the meetings with prayer and if he did not, so meone 

else did. Mr. Oliver's Superi~tendent 1 s Report was a part of 

every meeting. His reports usually included the Superinten­

dent's Snapshot, something he had initiated. The Snapshot 

briefly presented a picture of something of importance from 

one or :nore of the schools. It was intended to inform or 

entertain. Students were featured often while at other times 

teachers or guests were featured in this portion of the re­

port •18 After the Snapshot, Mr. 011 ver ' s report 11 sted per­

sonnel to be hired, those leaving, or retiring. He reported 

on the use of school buildings for othe r than .school func­

tions, on the status · of s chool funds, and on .Bchool break-ins. 

Nashville City Schools had their own bookbindery; so Mr. 

Oliver reported on the work done there. Along with this re-

th School Hea lth Service, Visit­port, he attached reports on e 

ing Teacher and Attendance, and the Di vision of Vocational 

Education. 
.. • Oliver was f ai t n.f ul in attending an.y 
N1.lll am Henry 

hi ·n doing his job or in he lping 
meetings that wou ld assist m i 

18Minutes of Board, May 14, 1959. 
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the schools• He attended the Regional Meeting of the American 

Association of School Administrators in 1958, when convened 

in St• Louis' Missouri -19 In the same year he went to Indiana.­

polis, I ndiana to the Convention of the Regional Association 

of Secondary School Principals. On March 21 and 22, 1958, there 

was held in Nashville th~ Governor's Conference on Educution 

Beyond the High School. Attendance was by invitation only. Mr. 

Oliver went as an invited participant and as a represent ative 

of Mayor West. On March 24, the Superint ende! .. t went to a. meet­

ing of a sub-committee Study Council of the Tennessee Super­

intendents I Conference. Mr. Oliver served as chairman, and 

this sub-cormni tte e studied the question of mer1 t raises ae they 

affect teachers• salaries. On March 25, he was present at a 

conference held at A and I State College to study plans f:or an 

expanded urban renewal progra~. If expanded, urban renewal 

would affect a number of students. An In-Service training 

meeting for teachers of the severely ~entally retarded was 

held on March 28 and 29. Mr. Oliver Wl3nt as an observer in an 

ibl abo ~t t he progr am. On effort to learn a.s mucl1 as poss e 

In-Servi·ce trainina days were held for Nash-March 31-April 2, 0 

•• Oliver was as ain out of hi s ville City Schools; thus, mr. ) 

ti 
20 Mr Oll ver went to the Annual Tennessee 

office for mee ngs. 111 • 

in Gatlinburg in September of Superintendents 1 Conference · 

19Minutes of Board, January 6, 1958. 

20I,1inutes of Board, April 9, 1958 • 
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dents was 

ville on 

conference r 
or Tennessee public school superinten-

sponsored by the Univer,sity 
of Tennessee in I{nox-

July 
30 

and ·:3l, 1959 • "Your Superintendent he.d the 

honor of bein~ the presiding of~i 
~ cer durlne the final day of 

the proeram. Copies of the Program showt ng the t opics di. scussed 

w].11 be made available to th ,~ b r 
" , 8 -,em ers o the Board on t helr 

t 1122 r uques • Gove rnor Buford L'llingt·on• 
3 

,n... • t 
~ ~ 11 1 e House Conference 

was held ln October, 1959 in Nashville. Mr. Oliver was p resent 

an~ heard reports on youth work an d problems throughout the 

state.
23 

Two years later, :r,r: r. Oliver was to serve as a member 

of the host committee fo r the '/Jhi te House Regional Con f :.n'ence 

on Education held in Nashville. He took to the February, 1962 

Bo.arcl meeting copies of t he report made to the Presi<fon t con­

cerni11g t he ccmference. 24 In February, 1960 Mr. Ollvf3r attended 

the American Assoc i ation of School Admi nlst rators ln Atlmtic 

City , New Jersey. 25 The Suterintendent of Nashv.tl l c Cit :ir 

Scho , ls made o. report de uli i-. g wt th the use of the ratlo 11al 

Teacher·s, Exam at the Te~essee Superi ntendents' Conference 

ln 1960. He said, "We arc t he only city l n the stat e usi ng 

the exarn-t na tJ on. 1126 It was April 15, 1960 when Mr. Oll ver 

21Minutes of Board, October 9, 1958. 

22Minutes of Board, Augu s t 13, 1959. 

23Minut c s of Board, November 5, 1959. 

24urt.nutes of Board, February s, 1962. 

25Minut e s of Board, January 21, 1960. 

26Minutes Board, October 13, 1960. 
of 
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me t with Mr. Brown l\s " i"t 1-- ,., 

' · · ·· .:, an ., .:> ec r ets.r~r o f the u.s. Depa rt-

m0nt of Labor, at the TT.3. Courthouse ln Nashville. Thc ;y di n-

cnsse rl tho changes .l n emplovmJ. e nt, 1 tt 
popu :.1 : on, and mo.npower 

for th8 next '10 cade and t }1e v.t t. a.1 part ocluc ·.1. t.lon wmlrl pl ::i. y 

i n meeting the needs• At t~e next Boar d me-etinr;, Mr. Oil. ver 

snowed the charts Mr. Brown h1d used. 27 'Nilllam Henry .Oliver 

was invited by the National Educ9.tion Association to be one 

of twenty-fi Ve scho ·Jl me n to go to Nest Africa. As he was a 

member of the Southern Association of Schools and Colleges 1 

· Accreditation Board, he declined to go as the meeting da tcs 
•)8 

conflicted • ..., 

In addition to atte nn lng s nch rneetings as tho s e above, 

Henry OlL ver was pre se11t at many local f uncttons in tl1e edu­

cational world. These 3.re t oo numerqµa t o me ntioii. He S ) Oke 

at a wide array of educe.tors' meeti nr;s, ur ones connected 

wi th education in some waJ . An att empt will be made to give 

a samplin0 of these addre s ses. 

Willi am Henry ·Jli ver talked to a Negro City Council 

Parent Teacher Fellows}1ip at Head School in October of 1957 • 

Recall that this was s ~1ortly afte r de s egr-3gation began. He 

pointed out that e duca.1~ion was not i ntegration or segregation 

a fact. He then discussed bul!dings, and that desegregation was 

27Minutes of Board , April 21, 1960. 

28Minutes of Board, December 14, 1961. 
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· · · ~• en s were le ~~nlng . ~ He 
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again t alked abou t desegrerrati · t 
_ o -J n o the Community nelations 

Co uncil at 
th

e Ch,rl st Epi s copal Church in n ovember. His em-

y,husi s was much 1 ike that tn speecl·les al 30 
ready mentioned. 

During 1958 two h 
~ speec_ es were given which shall serve 

our purposes herein. In January , Mr. Oliver spoke to the Mu-

sic Te ache rs' Guild about "The Place of the Private Music 

Te 8.cher - In Educe..tion a nd Life." He f e lt that place was 

rather important• 
31 

Three months later Henry Oli V ')r spoke t o 

the Nashville Teachers' As3oc 1. ati on on the "Privilege s of a 

Teacher." j'I almost as k0d for the priv i.lege of appearl n
0 

be-

f ore you today •••• I wished to bring yo u a word or ere et­

ing. 
11 

Certainly, wha.t .followed placed the teacher o n a :i.1i t3h 

plane and reflected the high standards this Sup e r intendent 

wante d in his teachers. 

You are the finest people that many of y0ur pupils 
lmow •••• You wt 11 teach them to be ;i- ood and upri ,1:,~\1. 
self-respecting and res , ec t able •.••• that every p~1 v -
le~e has an accompanying respons i bili ty . • • • to b~ 
r e~ere~t, God-feari ng, religious in t he tru~s t se~s~ ofll 
the word ••• to judge wisely among the voices t na ca 
and the hands that beckon to them to follow. • • • to be 

address 
October 

address 
Church, 

•,r• 11 · 'Tenrv Oliver in Rn 290pinion expressed by •JYL i. am ll " ) H d School, 
("Education") at Nashville (Tem1essee ea 
2, 1957. 

30 d b Willi am Henry Oliver in fill 
Opi n lon expresse . 1i (Te~nessee) Christ Episcopal 

(Untitled) at Nashvi e 
November 19, 195?. 

' Hillia.n1 Henry 011 ver in 9. n_ 
310-oinion expressed b ) . t Music Te ,.cher " ) at Nas r1-

addres s ( rrThe Place of the Pri va eG. ild Jm uary 19, 1958 • 
. i m a Cher s I u ' Ville (Tennessee) !11us c .1. e -
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The date was January 26 , 1 959, the place was Austi n 
Pe ay State Untversity in Clarl~sville T 

"' , · ennessee, and the oc-

casion wa s Kappa Delta Pi' s Annual Banquet. After being in-

troduced by Mr. Earl Sext on, Mr. Olive r gave the address on 

"Cour ag e• ir He spent some moments in re1'!li.niscing abo u t h i s 

ye ars at Sou thwest 8rn Pres'.)77t2rian Fniversi ty which occupied 

the pre sent Austin Peay ce:.nipus . He recalled wrestling matc}1es 

and cros3 c ountry runs of the trac k team in which he partici­

pated . He ins pire d and challenged hi s audience to overcoi:1 e 

di s advant ag es a nd to stand for t he rL s ht . 33 

11
Th e Challeng e of Bett e r Educ ation in Tod ay 's World11 

was Mr. Oli ver's topic at t he Ste war t County Educational As­

soci a tion' s meeting l n Dover in 1959. He ber;an with "You had 

no way of knowi ng how much , vrhereve r I have gone and what ever 

I have d one, my heart has s.l v,ays be en in St ewart Count y . 11 He 

later tal ked abo nt i mprovements in educ9. t i on and what a chal­

lenge it was to teach in the era al re ady be ing called t ne 

Space Age. He advised t he t each ers to adj u s t to t h e speed and 

34 to u se, no t abuse, power • 

..,2 d b Villialll Hen ry Oliver in an 0 
Opinion e J\.'7J res s e Y 'I Nash vi lle (Tenn essee) 

addr ess ( 1'Pri vileges~ ot a Te ache r
11

) ~t 
18

, 
1958

• 
Nashville Teac hers' As sociat i on, Apr Ll 

33 d b ~r 'Nilli am Henry Oliver i n 9.n 
Opinion expresse k J .lle (T~nnessee) Austin Peay 

address ( 11 Cou. rage 11 ) at Clar svi 
~tate Universit y , Janu~r y 26 , 1959• 

b ·vi llLam Henry Oliver in an 
34opini on e xpr e ssed . "'.l ,, Education i n Tooo. Y' s ·.vorld11) 

address ( ''The Challenge of 3e~t e r t y Tea c:1ers I Association, 
at Dov e r (Tenn essee) St e war t oun 
Augus t 25, 1959 . 
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It was back befor e t he lTe L("!',ro c i· t y 

~ Counci 1 Parent 
Tea ch er As s ociat i on on November 24, 1959 • 

Olt va r tal k e d 
about "What is Our Commun:: t, y ··'oi· 11g t .... 

v J..J o rreve:-1 t Juvenile De-

l i nquency? 
11 

He mentLmed t ~e h · .... me, 
~ ~ ..J s cho ol, and church as well 

a s law enforcement officers and juvenile coi_trts. He ended by 

spea king of e x e::1.plary living a nd p :ea yer. 35 

Mr • Oliver s poke o n a Beverag e A.le ohol II before t h e 

City -Count :r Parent Teach e P As s ociat i on in 1960. He had been 

very co n ce r ned about t h e teen a.ge drinki ng p r oblem for years; 

so h e v.ras not tak i ng on a ne ·.-1 t op ic. He wa s t h an kf u l f or the 

concern of the g ro up , an d r eviewe d same o f the st ep s t hey h ad 

taken i n try ing to p rot e c t y •.:>Ut :.1 f r om t he ;:; rc a t e s t t hr0at o f 

all -- b e v e rage a lco:-iol. Ee t h en :i! ade s u~ge s ti 'm s for f urthe r 

8.ctLw .. 36 

Mr. ()live r gave th~ c om, 1enc e rno n t:. addre s s 9.t t he third 

graduat i on of t;he Pearl :ii gh :Sven.Lng Vo cr, t ii.:1. 19. l Scltool. His 

to!1ic was sim..., l y " Work . 11 un e s hou l d work t~ ho uch ti r e d and 

face d wi th impo s s ibi l it i e s a nd handi cap s . · ne s!lou l d wo rk even 

- 3? Surelv Mr . Oli v e r k new the value i f bet r ayed a s Jesu s was. M' 

d b y ·1:11 1 1.f 0 n-1 r~enr',· Cl 1v 0r i n o.~1 3 5 on i n i on expre s se v- J . .c\,1 1! • 

, -~ . ,., . .• · . .,, Da in,.. t o Pre ve n t Juv er: i l e 
1do:c ss (

11
.-Jh9.t 1.: Oi-'r._ ' ;~1.1,1u .'.l:i. i:; ~ es :J~e ) City Coun cil :;i::r;ro 

Del1n C1t1enc ·1i ? 11 ) a,, Ua :::i : l ·r:!. -le (T~nnb 04 1
oc;n 

:i. ~ • 1· i 1\Tov evn er ,., , .., ..., J . Par ent Te 2.ch er As :, oci e. , on, ~ ·· 

'2 6 . b - ··,i 11·· om Tienr"'r Oli vc r in an 
.. .1 Op ln.t ::)n exp r 3 ~

3 t~) !t J.Nash;l lle (Ten n essee) Ci ty-
addres 3 ("Beverac; e Alc•.•. •·0 

• t i on Ap r i l 5 , 1 960. 
Cou nty Pare nt Te acher i ssoc :i. a ' 

Willi am Hen ry Oliver ~n ~ 
37 op Lni on cx:;r c s s ~d by ( T s s ee) Pe arl SVen i ng .:, ch ool 

add re s s (" 'No r k") a t Na shv .i. lle enn e 
May 2 5, 1961. 
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of work. 

Many times Mr. 011 v c r• s . ,ok ,~ to _i_ nfo:rm 
groups of what 

v,as gol ng on tn the sc 1-10 0 1 , o 
- s • nee, he spoke t o a grru p of exeo-

uti ves at the Thircl Na.tion8.l Bank. Nashville had 44 schools, 

over 30,000 students, and 1;200 teachers in 1961. ne me ntion-

d d .... . 1 
e ' esegrega1.,ion, ec ucati o:1al televisi o~1 , federal a.id, civil 

c1 ef ense, ~.nd the futu.l'e Metropoli tan govern:nent. On another 

occasion he s p o ke at Napi er Elementar y Sc 1ool. They we re cele­

brating America~1 Educ ati on We ck and t he Superintendent s poke 

on "Your Scho ::i ls - Time For a f' ro~ress Repo rt. 1138 Eenr·y 

Oliver went on ,VS P1 radio j_fl 1963 to i nforn the public. Thi s 

time he t alked about T'.~et 1·0 ','lfhi ch wa s lLttle tr.o re than a year 

away. Th e rnatt e t' of ut ir1o sL c ol C":: rn at t h r-: mon ent was t he 

school bwJge t fo r 1963-1964. . It was an a pr,eal for education 

to go forward , not bac:•.Ylard , and it co~ll d do that only if the 

people voted for the increase·1 budget, which was $ 24G,000 

more than the current one. This prog ram was sponsored by the 

Civic Committee on Educatio n , and he commended this group. He 

] 'v· '1"" ::i '. ·. "T'_n e Cl.ll"'Se of ru_ blic educati •) n in remlnd e d his auci ence •~- ,~ 

i\me r.l c :1. i s mediocrit y ::rn d our greatest peri l is p 1bli c apathy. 

l ' r_ 3.l co r: cern, su!)port , acti on on tne Our Great e st need i s f or 
1,39 

part of t he eitizenry. • • • 

38 1 by ' '✓illiam Eenry Gli ver 
Opinion exprcs ~e u "'or ' a Proares s Report" ) 

dres s ( "Your Sch ools - T;me ·' at Third uNat io !l.al Ban k 
vi~le (Tennessee) Executiv~~ No ve ~be r s , 1961. 
Scnool, Nove111ber 1, 1 96 1 a 01 -

in 3.n a d­
at Ha sh -
2..n J ifople r 

.. ,11 ,li ai"il EenrJ Oliver in 8.n 
39opinion expressed ~f Bd~cation" ) at Nashville 

add ress ( "Financial support 
23 

1963 . 
(Tenne ssee) NS~ Radio, May ' 
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Some t i me s, Mr 01 . h 

• .L v or ad 

to student org anizati ons. I n 1 963 

t he opport unity of speaking 

he ad <lr es s ed the Int er high 
stude nt Council on "The Val f 40 

Il e O Student LP.8.d er ,] h ip. 11 He 

::;poke a t t ho Metropol t tan l'l a 8hvi lle r.iL•ut ure 
'11 0 ·1chers 1 As ~;oc i a-

tlon ' s Awar ds Danquet · 1n 
· J. n .;G 4. Ile c alled t o his listene rs 1 

o.ttention the pers o:1al sa ci s fac t .1.· ,....
1
, tl

1
a ·t .., - _ co1r>E~ s thro1-1eh service 

th~t a t eache r renders. 41 

Three new programs were int roduced in Nashville d ur­

ine; l',!r. Oliver 's ti n e a t t l: e nelm. Thes e were to continue for 

year s to c o:··e an d are c onsidered ·na jor advan ces i n educa t ion. 

The se were the t ui tion-fr e 0 s um -, er s c:'lool, ki nde rgart on , a nd 

edu cationa l televisi on . 

Tent a.ti ve -p lans were 1:1ad o fo r n sumn1c r scl1 ool, w1 thout 

t ul.t i011 , for 1958. Howeve r , one dld not mate rla.ltz e . 't'ho pro ­

gr am wou l d have offe re d re fr8 s her cou r s es i n English and mat h­

ematics. Due to development s in connec t i on wi t h the budr;et, 

the Super int ende n t did not as k t he Board to approve t he plan. 

The David son County Sc ho ol s ha d a simi lar p rogram wi t h .fi nan­

ci a l a ssi s t a nce coming fr om the Ford. Founda tion. Mr. Oll ver 

a sked t he Board for authori t y t o wor k vri th t he Superintendent 

of c ount y schools in an effort to allow a l imi ted number of 

400pini on expressed by ·1 illl am ~e~ry 01t v:~vtr1:n 
addres s { "The Value of Student Lea ders hi ~ i4 at 19:3 
(Tenn e ssee) i1ies t End Hi g h Schoo 1 , J an u ar-y ' • 

41 d b William Hen r y Oliver i n an 
Op j_ni on e xpresse Y , A ·Purnos a ") a t Nashville 

address ( '' A Poem, A Pictu r e t,. ::1 Asso~iati on ' s Building, 
(Tennessee) Tennessee Educa i 
Apr i l 30, 1964. 
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city scho o l students to Participate 

i n t he county 1 s program. 
was appr•ov ed. 42 

The Instruc t ion c i 0 mm ttee cons idered the Supert nten-
J ent 13 r e quest for an d 

· •. ·· e xp an ed program of summer school vo rk 

in the s prine of 1959 ~ , 
• 0 uc n a prog1•am wonl d prevent a waste 

of tiinc by both students a:1d t 0a cher s . Th e plan , hope f :1lly, 

wo uld involve reme dial work for elementary s cho ols as well as 

rnake -up work for high school st 1.tdents. Opportunity wou. lu also 

be provided f~r enrichment programs for t h , e;t fted and ambi­

ti ous student. The committee approve d Mr. Oliver's request, 

asked the c oncurrence of t he Board , a nd saw the Board grant 
43 

approva l. Tentative p lans were t he n drawn up . The Superin-

t endent as ked for permission to emp loy abou t fi f t y tea chers 

with a bud ge t of $20,0•)0. More than 11,000 students would and 

should att end t h e ses s ion . Thls number co uld not be provided 

for a t t h at time. Thus , so :->10 pr i orities were set. Re medial 

hi~h school work was Bi ve n first priori t y wl th enric:une nt on 

that l evel rating sec ond. ~emedial work on the element ary 

level was gi ven third p riority while enr ichment at that level 

was last o n t h e con tinuum. Remedial work would be mainly· in 

d i 1 . k ~ngl 1 s h social sc iences, and math-basic -:::.ca em c areas L- e t:i · - , 

ematics. The enrichment; c ou rse s wou ld pro bably be in t y ping , 

iti charge exist ed f or bona art; and fo r eign language . No tu on 

fide residents of t lw city . The Bo ard ap~roved the plan a s 

42 f Board , May s, 1958 . 
Minut 0 s , o 

43 Board , March 12 , 1959. 
Uinut i:: s of 
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de s c ri b ed . However, they were unable 

to hav e a suwner ses-
sion in 811 fo u r areas as li s ted. The 

Super t ntendent was au-
thorized to p e rmit numme r pr ... o,f! __ l"atn s· -i- 0 • L, be c a r r•ied on fo r> the 
fi rst t hre e grade s wher~ reqn =- c, t 

v -< e ,-, s were made an d where c t rcum-

s tance s justifi e d a prog r•am. Tu it:l o n was t.o be charge a . 15 

The s ummer school of 1960 was an b 1proveme nt ove r t h at 

of 1959. Tui tion-free s umme r school was open for grade s one 

t h roug h twe lve wl th ove r 2,400 students in attendance. In the 

f irs t six grades, the program was e n t irely one of remedial 

wo r k . Grades seven throu gh t welve were b ot h ~a ke-up and en­

r i chrne nt classes. A lai>g e pe rce ntage o~ t he s ummer st\.ldents 

had ""'.)erfect attendance an d rnure t han n.tnety- f ive perc en t of 

them p as s ed the:i.r work. Sco res were ab le t o fini s 1, ht~h school 

a year e a rlL or b0. c a use of th.t s summe r se sn i on . Mr. Oltvcr pe r­

sonallv vi s it ed ever-.;r class poom i n t h e progr am . 11
·i

1 e know t hat 
~ . 

good wo r k was done." Vus i c wa s also offered t ha t s ummer but 

on a tuition basis.46 The progr~m was muc h the same in 1 961. 

There was one change noted. Thre e full-t ime t eachers were em-

t t on a s f u l l a program i n ployed for dri ver traini n g o p u 

t his area as poss -i_ble. 
47 

~"'_, ,_. ~ r-_,T .VED , t h at the Nashv i lle :\o ard " TI-IB~\EF 1JRE DE IT "' -..J ~ 

44r.fi i nute s o f Bo a r d , Apr ll 9, 1 959. 

45Minutes of Board, I!Iay 14, 1 <J59 . 

461tiinutes Board, Au gu s t 11, 19GO. 
of 

47ninut e s of Board, r.~ay 11, 1 961. 
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of ~~uc a ti on in re 1 
alize s the T~ nnes ~u a~ ses 8 t 0 n January 9 , 1958 memor1-

ues~ t h e Stat e to ee ~chool Boards' Associ ati 0n to re-
~-1d to formul at stt up s imllo. r fund s for kinderr:,art ens ti ·:,n may use t h e a P a:1 b-y whlch local Doards of E<luca -

. · ese satis f actorily .48 

The Stat e was not to hee c:i ,~ hi s r esolution for several yBars . 

It wa.s fo ur years later th'J.t Nashvi lle h~i.d ':I. somewhat limit ed 

summer kindergart en progra.;n a nd in the fall established s ome 

Pi lot Ki nderga rten s. 

The ti me has co ::: e , ••• ,,f1en t h r. Ci ty of Nas hville 
should undertake s o me sort of kindergarten . • • • except 
a t Oak Ridge, ••• t he r e ar e no publtc kindergart ens in 
Tennessee •••• no State f und s are av~i lable ••• we 
should c onsider i naus ur8.tl ng suc h a pro~r ~lrt\ on our ovm ~ 
Xashville has l on G le tl t he State ••• and the Sou th , 
••• and oup scho :- 1 s:.r stc::\ has be en. an o,_l tstanding one . 

r,'. r . 01.i ver e:;ct,r es.:·,ed hi.-:, o.pJrec l8.ti rm f o:.1 the Mayor ' s int erest 

shovm h:,r t}1l s let tCJr . 4 9 

1'he " ? roposed ,?1£:m f or a Swn!Tler l<inde rr,art en Pro cram" 

was pres ent e ,1 h y the I ·,1s tructi on .om>n l.ttee nt t i ·i Februar y 

norn •d ··,1eet i_·,lg and pass ·3d a s :iubmitt .~d . I t was to be of e i ght 

d .... • to emo_ l o .·_· t each r:- rs already in the s v::; t em, and weeks ur 1.v·L on , 

to be unde r t :1e supcrv · si -:•n of Dr . L. J • 'iilli s, the Super-

vi sor . It •~as on a tuition-free ba-of Elementar y Educ~t1on . , 

.... L,1-.10s e s t ud ents eli g i ble for first grat1e in the sis and open to 

fall of 1962 . A t e~c~e r' ~ sal a r- wrn1ld be J 400 for t he nes -

, t cl9.~ s :n bo th t; ~1c ·norn-
sio ri, '.vi th do ,1hl •J pay i.f rJrK· t a' lf~'1 '.3. - .:,. -

h ~· ·. or '.l class wo.s tJ be he l d Lo 
i :1.; an d a~te r;- 100·1. . 'l1 e .:,l. Z c; -

48~tnut c s or 50ar: , 

19I,': inute s of Board , 
Jan uary 13 , 1962 . 
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t wenty or twent •.•- fi v T" . . ,. e • · no es t.J.mated eo st was l l2,000 which 

was to b e i ncL.i. ded in the Sum,:1er Sc~ool Budget. 50 En r o llment 

of a c~ilcl was voluntary with cl asses he l d •n all 
... element ary 

scho •J l s in Lhe clt ~, . Enr ollme nt vras 
_a pproximately 1,600 with 

68 t c ~.cher s on hand to t e a.ch t h em . 

At t he Ma rch Board meeting meLlber s v ot ed to put into 

effect a Pilo t Kin cler g ,~ ;" '1.,-e "'. n i::.1 _..,~ - .... - r og r a.m for t he 1 962-1963 term • .., 

The s e were at t he follO\'! i nur• sch o ol fJ' •. F..a ·tt .-te c tt i1 • - _ o on , r,.e·L;:i; s, 

Buena Vis t a, Sylvan Park , and Clemon s. 52 

,li llla.m He n r y 0ll v e r fi rst me nt i o-:: ed educa tiona l tele­

visio n i.n 1 958. It was h i s opinion th9.t i t h ad great possi bl l i ­

ti e s. :--re a sked no action from the Boarcl then; he only 3. sk ed 

them Lo c ons i.de r t he fact o r·s involved. 53 ':'hree years l at er, 

the I n1 t rue t.l on Connnl t C(; t:- <J. f ter car efu l con s ide ration ·nade o. 

rec oirrrv: ndatl -:m nn the ma tte r. Reco gn l z lng t ele vls lon '13 an i m­

_!,10rtant me d lnm of ed'i c:i tlon, t hey s t ated t h a t i f a statLon was 

bo operat0 s u ccessfully , it must he large l y s upport ed by pub­

l i c funds. Rather t :19....n t r) subsidize a pr ogram it was t h ought 

be s t t h a t a st ::>,t i.. ·:m b r._: owned and operated b ~T t : e Bo a r d o f 

Education. 

d tha t. t h e Bonrd • • . make a pplication as recomme n .. 

50Hinutes of Board , Februar:r 3 , 196 2 . 

51Minut e s o f Board·, A!)r i l 5, 1962. 

52Minute s of Boar:l , A.ugusc 16 , 1962 . 

53Mtnut e s of Board, Apr-t l 9 , 19580 
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so on a ~ l s practic ~l f 
educa.tlonal tolevisi1 . orta license to .own and operate an 
commend that t ho Dav~~I c 8 a~t on on Channel.2. We also re­
t :1:ls appllcati on tn ~r~on t~1.l~t:y P.o0.Pd ••• join u3 ln 
own, support, ma na e -~r lO. the two T3oaPds • • • m a.y 
r e commend too that1\~c:~d operat e t k: sta.t:ton jointly. We 
Vanderbi lt, Peabody et~ educational institutions such a.s 
within the are3. r •' as well a s ot her a~hool systems 

• • • >e participants • • • ::>4 

There was ap · 
poLnte c, a Clty Committee and a County 

Corrrrni ttee to 'Nork on educational t 1 
e evis ion plans. The City 

Committee con si sted of Mr. ~l mer p tt·t H 
- e i , mr. Gibson, 8Ild Mr. 

Oliver, while Mr. Olin White, i·.1r . Ed Chappel, and Superint~n-

dent I<oss were on the County Committee. The costs of install­

ation was to b e borne b~,r the two Boards on a 50-50 basis wi th 

ope ra t t n;; co sts dJ. vided on an Average Daily Attend ance basis. 

An ea r>nest effor t was made to secure donations anrl co nt r'Lw­

tlons from co1mnerc1al televi s i on station s and groups of cit­

izens or indivtduals. 55 Vanderbilt gave $50,000 toward t he 

construction and installat ion of Channel 2. The Nashvil J. e 

Board hacl on !1::tn<'l funds available for the purchase of equipment 

and the co,1struct lon of fac t l i. ties. The results of a study of 

the Atlanta e <luc 9.ti onal television p rogram we re made ava!. lable 

·t t s Channel 2 was not to com­to the members of the com.nn. ee • 

pete vii th the co mmercial stati ons, but it would make 9.Vailable 

to them proe; r ams to be r e-hroarlca st. There was to be n o ad­

vertising , no religious services as s uch , no poll tlcal 

54Minute s of Boa rrl , January 1 9 , 1961. 

55 . ~ o f. Board, Fe bruary 23 , 1961. l,':i nm.,es 



broadcasting, and no fund ii -ra s ng. 
llO 

Mr. Oliver gave a ren_ort on 
educational television to 

the Board at the April, 1961 
meeting. Progress was satisfac-

t ory, though not quite as fast as he would 
have liked. The 

legal services of Kirkland, Ellis, Hodson, 
Chaffetz, .and Mas-

t ers of Washington, D.C. ha.d been secllred. Attorneys had 

drawn up a legal agreement between the cl t y and county to show 

joint ownership and operation . Request had also been made to 

··:1SIX for land on their hill for locating a tower and trans­

mitter. 56 

The Jo i nt Committee on Educational Television chose 

il-'ir. Andrew McMaster as Chief Engineer at a salary of is,ooo 

per year, effective November 1, 1961. The Board passed on this 

and al s o on the proposed offer of $150,000 t~ ·wV SM for faci 1-

i ties located near Belmont College. This included the tower, 

the building, and the grotmds. After some discussion terms 

v:ero reached and the WSM property was purchas.ed. 57 The follow­

i ng 11.st of su·ggested c 8.ll letters were lncluded on the ap­

plicati on for a construc tion permit that wa s sent to the Fed­

eral Communications Commi ssion: WNDC , WDCN, WAOS, WMTE, and 

NSND . 58 Hart, Freeland and Roberts were selected as the arch-

59 ~ b t r.1 zie r was t ~e first it ects for the transmitter. Mr. 00 er J a 

56Minutes of Board , April 17, 1961. 

57 ~, ·nut 0 s of Board, July 27, 1961. 
l11 l v 

58. t Board, November 9, 1961. 
Mi.nu es of 

Board , December 14, 1961. 
59Minutes of 



sta~ion manager with a salary of $11,000 per year.60 
111 

The Board of Education acted on 

tions concerning educational television 

will be mentioned. They voted to become 

several reconmenda­

on March 8, 1962. T110 

an affiliate of the 
National Educational Television network and paid the $9,000 

annual fee. The main benefit brought by this affiliation was 

a $60,000 videotape recorder. The aff iliation also made avail­

able programs from the sixty-two educational television sta­

tions across the country. The other interesting item approved 

was the plan to invite outlying school systems to participate 

in educational television by contribut ing fifty-five cents 

per pupil .Avera~e Daily Attendance, toward the first year's 

operating budg~t of Channel 2. 61 

Again attention goes back to the Joint Committee on 

Educational Television.Their. 't"E~port in April of 1962 stated 

that the applica tlon to the Federal Communicati ens Cormntssicm 

had been ap·proved. By fliy,pi ne; a. cot n it was decided that the 

call letters would he -."IDCN (Davidson County-Nashville) ln-

(,,Tashvi· 11e- Davidson Count y). 62 In June, "in­stead of WNDC l1 

t trol equipment i s stallati ::m of transmitter and ma.s er con 

h 1 4 ant enna will nearing completion, a ·1d the old WS!1l-TV C anne 

1 2 a nten 1a atop t he 500 b 1 d b a ne •v WDCN-TV Ch anne , e rep ace y " 
this we ekend." Experimental foot tower at 15th aud Compton 

60Minut e s of Boaru , August 10, 1961. 

51r,1inut e s of Boa.rd , March 8 , 1962. 

Board, April 5 I - 1962. 62Minut c s of 
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test t c le e a sts were 00 t >,,"'_, • -

8.l :r riu ring the we ek o f June 2'1. 
Tb.L s qu2l!_fi.c :~ '.'ID CN for .. 

63 1C16l-1962 . 

~;; 50, 000 in s tat e '.,na+- ~hir1g A , r:3 f v _ l.u.n .:J o r 

Othe r 1110 v e 3 a f fec l~t~.-1 tl te educ ati cmo.l worl d duri ng 

19 57-1961 , but d id no t cont i n u e it th 
no e p re s ent. Briefly, 

sp ilC C ts devo t 0. ~, t o some of thf';s e . On e rearii ly r e call e<.1 i..s 

the ,::;..i. vl l Def c -,-1s e Program. In 1857 , ra s s Eat~1r·yn T.~tll spe..ur:)1, 

:Or . L . J . 'dill is , and r.:r . ,To ln ) li ver h.3.d g one t o At l ant a to 

ohsc rv -2 the c v a c uati.o>:i ,..-:- f stucte'l ts as direc t ed h y t he Civil 

Defo 11s e ~·rnt :1orlti8s . 5 ·1 In 1 9 58 and 1959 the Na s:wille Sc ~·!ools 

~ '.J. •_' t j_ r.:; .!. po.t 0 d. in the p l anned pupi 1 eve.c u a t i o,1 direc t ed by the 

: .:.1shv i l l e - ihvidson Co•-"-n ty Ci v i l Defense . ~5 !.~r . n.ob e rt u1..~.:11-::er-

7__c:' ~~ad r ep1'83 e !t i, ecl t n ::: ,:;i -L .·r 3chools 3. t, a d is cQssion of -;i ro ­

r,<)!l ·J •i :.,10-Yls for ,::; i_v1. l defc!130 a::; r e l a t e '.1 t o s c h ools ln ~:tr•l j 

l 'Y:-:~. (7~ r ·: porL r-d . to t '. ,c i:3•) :i r u sho!"·t l y t ~1er e s. :: t. c1· , G. nd thi. s 

GP th i te rn was the s et :, lnr; up ,') f t;.--: -::.· sc·.1-1001 i>ror,r3.m . - .\no e r snc. 

d"' si _:-·ned to keep boys f 1'0l':l be ­a ~, pe c i. o.. l ad jus t ms q :_. 1·o om "' 

we r e c1 ct c- :-... i.n c 0 hy t he p r?. c. t tcal , c omL1
1
:; c1rcipouts . The c ou r s -? s 

. 1- ' · d e ·-' "' r.e 'h o-.r s •.vcrc f5.ft ee r. and 
'·)v -'-1..,h '"' 'L ' · intere s t; :) , a ,·/ :l [), J.'(, U ~ - .J. . ,; 

V - 1,. ., .... 

wa s se t lJ.p for t ::10 196 0 - 19'31 
sixt e en ve a r o l d s . Th"ts 

" 

6 31-:-in ute ~~ o f ;30[1.J'I ~ J June 1 4 , 19 ~2 . 

61ninut es of Boar <l , i'J ov en b e r 14 , 1957 . 

Board , ::; eptc''.1.b e r 10 , 1959 . ,... r.: 
00M;_nu t c :·; of 

Boa.r ,J , Fe ·br uo.r : ' 3 , 1962 . 
66--1nut :, c.• of j'.'! -· ,_, 
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n,oard on September 

j11 sl·, (• - l)o ~,::; l: o ::tllevl ut c~ 
overcrowded bui l di n ~s ~nd to adju ~t 

L • w 1J u c_l r:, c t s o " s 1- 0 
..... - L, !'lrovi d_ ..,. ' '.1 nr• •" fro p 1 . ,._ G8 

- ' ·· · -· l' llC1le :, . 

1'he:-e wa :; a r1 • t , - _ 
. l . e tr. C!l'.lt C 0 1: J.d 110 :; b e c :., lJ.e r.1. __ a n e w rro-

c r9_•11 , no r- c :J , 1l cJ. it be cJ as · r· d 
-~ s i ie ~s u mGv e t ~at pass ed off 

t.?JC s c ene. It was a 3upr e w, Cou t 1 . 
· - r~ ru inc; conc erning 'liblc 

r oa d l 17.Q; a •Hl nraver in t 11e pub-li 1 1 ·- ~ " - c sc ,100 s . In 1963, a srie c'1..a l 

coPuni t.tee wa c:. a p _;·,o i nteu. hy the Transi t i on 9.l Board to study 

L !.e Tll li n r> I t v:a s cor·rpo s12d of Superint ende nt8 vli v er and 

:J.n d At to1•ne ~' I.!el' :~ it l . '11he firs t s tatement drawn up b:r 

l~i1is comrni ttee rl l d l1vr 1-- ,c, _v __ clude 1 · 
L, ~ p r aye r . ,·,r . Oli ve r f . · l t ~--hat 

he cou ld not e xclude t t . !-H s fe e li ngs we re thut tl, e r; overn­

mcnt co u ld j~s t put him ln jall o r whate v e r, but he woul d pray . 

~:owe v s·r , en~ ?,09 ,--d \H cl not D8.s :-; on l t a s wr·J.tten 9.n,l as ked 

tha·~ t he s ta t eme i1t h e re 1ri t ten bec:rnse t be ~,r we re afrcl d a f 

t!·1c c ·)n scqusnce s of not c o~1plyinr:; c •J rpl c te l y . 69 A seco c'i 

stn.t ,, 1,10 l1 :~ v:as rn8Jle a nd ac.lopt0 ,-'l h ~- t he Boar d . The must d irect 

l ep;al inter:1ret'.ltion they ca.1 l d obtain said t ~1at the Sup reme 

Court had ·culod agains t Ste.te- require c; Btbl e reading or p ray­

er . The re had been 8. St'.l t e law re qu.Lri • C Ghe r eacllng of a 

ce rtain numb e r of v erses fro11 t h e Bi b le e ac h d 9.~' • The r •.ili., g 

67r l nut e s of Board , Au~us t 11 , 1 960 • 

68 of m1r,,n s ·i.ti· o.ns.l Board, 3eptemb cr 12 , 1 963. 
t-anut c s =• 

6 9 b ,- ._,1111i· am Henry Oli v s r ' r,ers onal 
St :3.t e! •1.ent · ' • 

l ~t erview , July 9 , 1~75. 
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of the Court made this law null and void. Tl10 

Constitut lon , 
as 1 nt e rprc te ,'l. by the 3upremc Court ' per1"it .a 

,, .• voluntarJ or in-
dividua l praye r b v studAnt o T h 

• -· " • ea.c e~s should not con du c t or 

supe rvise public Pre.yep in public schools, 3.lthour- h nerl o<ls 

of medl tation or silent pra~rer wo1.i. ld be permissible. There 

was nothing i.n any law that forbade the 
r eading of :i.nspire ... 

tional lit erature, includinc the Bible, for educational or 

moral purposes. "The t o'..:t cher ~hould not, however, read any lit­

erature as a part of a ~eli gious exerci s e or worshi p s ervice 

in t he publ·tc schools. 
1170 It was di ffic ult for a Christian of 

the stature of ~Hlliain Henry Oli ve r to submit such a state­

ment a nd to comply with the Supreme Co urt ruling . Ye t, there 

r eally ~a s no other co urs e of acti on avai l able. 

Shortly thereaft 0r , Mr. Olive r s p oke at the Free Will 

Baptist Pastors 1 Conference on t h~ nr mpl:l c ations of 3upreme 

Court '.1u l.lng on Bible Re ~v-Jtng and Prayer . 11 This s peech is t he 

true eauge of his opi niOllS on this ruli nr. .• He stated that it 

was tnconsist ont wi th Amerlce n ideal s as we ll as bei ng a .·ds­

int erpre tati on of t he Con stT.t u t :t on. He we nt furt hP.r end said 

lt fol~ com·.:·1unlsm a nd t ha c tt reflect ed a lack wn.s a vict ory 
71 

of dependen ce on God p l u s no beli ef in prayer . 

brou ,.,,ht about b y t he nevi programs may not The chan8es 

. . 1 Bo ard Septe.nber 5, 1963. 70~inut es of Transit i ona ' 

. ;·Villiam !Ienry Oliver in an 
7loninion expressed by , Cou rt ~ulina on Bible Read-

addres s ("I~plications of_ S~pr(;:nnessee) Fre ; Will Baptist 
ing and Prayer") at Nas hvil e O 1964 

Januarv 2 , • Past or s' Conference, w 
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have be en any more not ewort hy tl th 

1an e impr ovements in al-

r eady exi sting programs, namely those of guidance and special 

educat lon. Following is a revi ew of changes that took place in 

these areas. 

It was in 1959 that the high school principals were 

notified that they were at liberty to have programs planned by 

the Middle Tennessee Mental Real th Association during Mental 

Health Week. 
72 

Soon, the Psychology Department at Tennessee 

A and I University offered three weli-qualified students to 

administer individual i ntelligence tests at certain Negro 

schools. As the school psycholoGist alre ady had too much v.ork, 

t hi s was accepted with appreciat ion.73 It was also in 1959 

that the Superintendent was aut horized t o proceed to use the 

financial assistance available in the f ield of guidance through 

the Federal Defense Act. 74 All in all, three counts for guid­

ance could be seen in 1959. 

The next year brought the remodeling of the guidance 

rooms at West, North, and Howard Schools. Thi s involved pri­

vate rooms for guidance counselors fo r t he -first time. Equip-

was Obtai ned throuc:h t he National Defense me nt for the rooms 

75 f rnonths later , the Board voted to Educ ati onal Act. A ew 

t he ri ght to look for a person to grant t he Superintendent 

72Minut e s of Boa.rd, March 12, 1959 . 

73Minut es of Board , Apri l 9~ 1959 . 

74ranutes of Board , June 11, 1959. 

7 5rninutes of Board, January 21, 1960. 



coordinate the guidance ~r 
~ -::>gram a.11.tl for t 1ree secretarial 

workers for the program.76 
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Benjamin Allen wast 
he school psychologist and Direc-

tor of the_ Student Testing p 
r oGr rur, for Nashville City Schools 

for most of Mr. Oliver•s 
years as Superintendent. In March, 

196l, he came before the Board as the Snapshot to discuss and 

illustrate his program. 77 surely, d t a voca es for the guidance 

program were glad to have the i r program before the Board. 

Special education here refers to any instruction pro-

vided other than that for the average child in a typical 

classroom. Attention first is focused on t he gifted child. 

Only one r eference was found regardin~ the gi·fte c1 . Two classes 

were s e t up in the fall of 1963 for the most gifted fro m all 

the elementary schools. The size ranged from twelve to eigh­

teen per class. Two different plans were practiced. In one 

pla.n, only ·fourth graders enrolled in this particular class 

were involved. In the other class, students from the third 

throu gh sixth grade~ were involved. Those of each grade re­

ported to the special teacher one day each week for enrich­

ment instruc t ion. 78 

for t he mentally retarded and/or the phy­The program 

. d b ht some changes and the add1 tion of sically handicappe roug · · 

several classes between 1957-1964~ The program for the severely 

76Minute s of Board, December 15, 1960. 

77 Mi nut e s of Board, November 9, 1961. 

78Minutes of Board, April 5, 1962. 
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re tarded children was moved fro m the Vine Hill 

Housipg Project 
(Edgehill,) to t he Buena Vista School in the fall of 1.958. 79 

The Buena Vi
st

a School had a physic al therapist provided for 

the cerebral palsy students by the next fall. The Parents• 

council for ·'.J erebra.l Pals:; pai cl for this. At that SE!J11e time, 

one f inds some fieures as to the size of these classes. The 

maximum number of pupils p ermitted in a severely retarded 

clas s was eighteen. The average number of pupils in an educa­

ble mentally retarded classroom was twe nt y . There was a back­

log of twenty to thirt y children who ne eded to be in these-

· verely retarded class and about forty who should have been in 

the educable mentally retarded clas s e s . The latter were in 

r egular classes. The proe r am at t ha t time had seven di vi sions: 

Educa ble Menta lly Retarded 
Speech and He4rinr, 
Homebound · 
Partially-Seeing 
Cerebral Palsy 
Severely Mentally Retarded 
Hospital 

29 teachers 
7 teachers 
4 teachers 
3 teachers 
3 teachers 
3 teachers 
2 teachers 

A considerable part of 

r led on in cooperation 

the snecial education program was car­

with the Davids on County Schools. This 

was true of the cerebral palsy a nd the sight-saving 
80 classes. 

nr ovided for emo t i onally di sturbed In -1960, two teachers were _ 

1 Their s alary was pa i d by t he children in Vanderbilt Hospita • 

81 It was a year l a t er when a State Departme nt of Educat ion . 

79Minutes of Board , September 11, 1958. 

80 ·Boar d , October 8 , 1958 . 
1.!i nut e s o f 

81ta nutes of Board , J un e 9, 1960. 
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program for this group was instituted as a Pilot Project at 

'.-'farner Sc ho ol. It wa ,::; a cooperattve effort be tween the school 

sy
st

ems , 
th

e S
t
ate, and . the Mental Health Center. 82 Plans 

were soon ~ade t o open t 
wo more classes for elementary educable 

ment ally retarded student s . On uarch 13 1 
m , 961, one opened at 

T,icKissack a n d the other s.t Murrell. 83 

Somethln ~ perhaps needs to be said about modern e-

qui -pm e:--1t wlli ch naturally brou.e;ht changes in education. These 

extentle d from the SuperintendeDt 1 s office to many classrooms. 

ll1r. Ollver' s off 'L c~ was to be properlJ i'urnis herl and decorated 

in early 1953.
84 

This include6 a beautiful new desk, but !lr. 

Oli vcr declined t:ie offer of a carpet. He did n J t wa:!1t to have 

things better than the rest of t he staf C' . Nobody else was of ­

fere d a carpeted office. 85 The Board au thorized the purchase 

86 of a nortable dictanhone for. the Sunerinte ndent• s office. 
4 -

The N a t:i.. onal Defens e Educ ational Act of 1958 brought 

much new equipment to the N 3.shville Cit y Schools. In May of 

1959, t h e Finance Committee reconnnonded th~1t the Boar d author­

ize t he Superintendent to flle a pplicati on for participation ·in 

of funds inade a.vai lab le t hrouglJ t his Act. The the expenditure 

82Minut e s of Board , April 17, 

83Minut e s o f Board, Marc:i 9 , 

84Minutes of Boar<l, February 

85statement by William Henry 
interview, July 9, 1975. 

d February 86Minutes of Boar , 

1 951. 

1961. 

13, 1958. 

Oliver, personal 

9, 19GO. 
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Board so voted. The applicatio r1, 

after approval by the State 
Depar tment of Education, made available 

abo ut ~17,500 of fed-
eral money which had to be matched from 

city funds. The funds 
at first were used to purchase equipment and 

· materials in 
science, mathemattcs, and modern foreign languages. 87 The 

grand total spent for equipment that fir s t year was just over 

$33,000 which went mostly for audio-visual equipment and ma­

terial s , work tables, and storage cabinets. 88 The total for the 

first three years of the program was $224,576.75.89 

The U.S. Departme!1t of Commerce even installed some 

equipment in three Nashville schools. These were triangulation 

stations at Caldwell, Howar d, and Ford-Greene. These were used 

in c0nnectlon with the coast and geodetic survey. 90 

In the last month of 1960 the City School System pur­

chased an electronic stencil cutter for $1,800, -_hall' of 1rb1.elt.·-' 

91 t ca..11e from federal funds. Two years lat er the first twen Y 
92 electric typewriters were bought for use in typ ~ng classes. 

d i +- his ar0a durinr,: __ the transi-Manv more advances were ma e n v · ~ 
" 

tional year s . Included Ln t :1.e recommendations for Metro was a 

plan to establish a modern system of da ta processing in the 

87 r,linutes of Board, May 14, 1959. 

88Minutes of Board, June 11, 1959. 

89Minutes of Board, March 9, 1961. 

90 
!Ainutes of Board, June 11, 1959. 

91Minutes of Board, December 15, 1960. 

92 Boe.rd, October 11, 1962. 
Minutes of 
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Business Arfairs Office. This was 

carried through. The 1n1t1al 
equipment consisted of these: key 

punc!l, verifle.r, sorter -~th 
counter, accounting machine, d 1 a~ 

an nterpreter.~~ Indeed, the 
computer era had arrived. 

Plans were made in 1961 to have language laboratories 
in two of the senior high schools. Teaching of foreign lang-

uages at the elementary level was encouraged as far as the 

capabilities of the teache r s permittsd.94 

'rhe reader is asked to imagine for a moment that he 

is a teacher in Nashville during these years. What added bene­

fits ca."Tle to a teacher? How were the classes and methods of . 

instruction chansed? 

Pirsc , the benefits to Nashville teachers are con­

sidered. These teachers were eligible to participate 1n social 

secur:tty benefits tn 1958. 95 Teachers were able to retire with 

a pension after twenty years of service instead of twenty­

five in that year. 96 Vocat i onal teachers were employed on a 

ten calend9.r months basis. 97 An efficient curriculum depart­

ment provided some notable resource units for Nashville teach-

ers. One such was "The Beginnings of the Space Age." The 

Superintendent received a compliment~ry letter from the U.S. 

93I,1inutes Transitional Board, February 25, 1964. 
of 

94Minutes of Board, May 11, 1961. 

95ranutes of Board, December 16, 1957. 

96runutes of Board, August 14, 1958. 

97uinutes of Board, June 11, 1959. 



commi ssioner of Educatlon D 1 , r. awrenc e Derthick , regarding 

121 

this unit• He was Particularly ple~sed with the approac h . 98 

consultants, or rov1n~ t h 
o e~c ers, were provided to assist teach-

ers in 9.ll subject areas. The teacher-pupil ratio was a lit­

tle below thirty in 1959.99 The 
c onnnuni t.y re source program 

gave teachers am?le opportunity to enrich their classes. Mr. 

Olive r had a tape recorde d interview vrith the editor of 

School Manap.;ement concerning this proe ra:n in 1960. It was lat­

er used in an article in the :nagazine to communicate these 

valuable ideas to other school systems . The article was en­

titled "How to Tap Com.muni ty nesources for Your Schools. ulOO 

The :•msic teachers had s ome t hing unique. Nashville was one out 

of e leven school systems in t he count ry that was chosen by 

tbe Ford Foundati on• s Nati onal Music Council for the place­

:,1ent of a young composer. Thi s individual worked closely wt th 

music supervisors and tea.chers. 101 Special assistance was 

f' l ven to primary teachers in the teaching of readine . Outstand­

ing t eachers of re o.di ng served as rovin~ t eachers for the first 

eight weeks of scho ul to asstst t eac hers in grades one through 

102 1 . ca.st at the 15 alary schedule approved by three. A g ance 1. s 

at $4,000 for a bachelor's tht B"."lard in 1962. Th e scale began 

98T-.linut es of Boa.rd, October s, 1959. 

gg j;:inut ~s of Boa rd, November 5, 1959. 

lOOr:;inut e s of Board, Januar y 21, 1960. 

101 
T-t tnutes o f Board, Fay 11, 1 961. 

102~!i i nutcs of Board , AU8US ~ 10, 1961. 
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degree a

nd 
ro ached a maxi mum of ~~5,940 after fifteen years 

experience. Differentials of ni·ne 
points or ~~360 were main-

tained for each suooeeding degree through the Ph;D. Supple-

ments fo .c teachers of special subjects V'tere 1.ncrea.sed ten 

percent over the existing supplement. 103 And a special incen­

tive was offered to those teachers who had a student tea cher 

duri n g the school term. An a ~reement existed between Peabody 

College a nd the City Schools for t ui t i on-free courses for 

these teachers.
1O4 

At the las t meeting of t~e Nashvill e Board 

of Educati on, Hr. Oliver ment i one d many of these beneflts. Re 

also spoke o.f the life insuran ce an d hos pi tali zat i on provided 

fo r L~n c hers . Both sabbatic a l and prof9ssio ns.l lea ve ~, vrnre 

c: ranted t ea chers. lOG Also, mi litary service time could coun t 

toward te 'l c he r retirement ?.S of 1960. 106 These are repre­

s cnta.ti ve of the b enefit s Nashv:tllc te e.. chers h ad. 

Only t wo fac tors ~ill be mentioned ln con Jection with 

rnethod3 of ins true t i on. It would be good :_. o recall the facts 

already sta t ed about n ew equipment, es9ecially audio-visuals, 

b ecause t l1c se are r e lat e o. to the met 'i:'lods of instruc tion. So 

d · t l las t para~raph. From are r es ource u_nits as mentione in 10 J 

h. ad a non-graded pr Lmary unl t pro~~r 2.m. This 1958-1961 Warner 

• _, > N. Chenault, made a Stud::r. The princip~, -· · began as a Pl lot . 

103Minutes of BoarC: , July 1,7, 1 962 . 

l04 1111nute ~s of Boar,i , July 10 , 1962. 

l05Mlnutes of Doai-c , October 11, 1962 . 

Doard, Septe "t\b c r 8 , 1960. 
l06 ;,:1 nut e s of 
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re port on thls pro 

e;ram whtch p l ,jased Mr. Ol i ver.107 The other 
rnetho tJ of in~Jtructt 11n wa n t c•r\ 1'1 ' 

t <: ocht ng . ',"ihoroo. s t.he n()n-
3radec1 clas s room ha f; con t.lnued 

i~o gatn fav or•, the tc::1.111 t 0 ach-
t ng 8.!' f'roac lt laste rl on l y a fe•:, 

yea r s . East Nashville J ;ml or 
Hi gh ha.cl an e;~per-iment aJ. 

_ Pr 0 1ec t in t ea m te ~ch i nc when s chool 

opened in the fall of 1961.
108 

I~ October , a modified t e em 

teaching project was esta bli shed in t he s ixth grade at Whar-
10° ton. ~ For tho se tea chers i" n,rolv av d · 

v J. n any of these experi-

ment s, there were chan5es i n r-iethod s of instruction. 

After a summary of di s clplinar ~- meas ,1re s , the dis ­

cus slun of te~chcr s from 1 957 -1964 wl ll end . Teachers were 

ur ge '2 t;o di s ci:pline ~hrO '.l f~ l1 lc indne s s nnr.1 per r-iuas i v o moans , 

hu t lf thes s failed, ther 0 wa s an alt 0r1a ~ive. If a t.e ~cher 

!1ac1 t h e writte n perrn i. ssion or t he parent 3.nd t he principal, 

corpor2.l puni :1hment co u l d b i:; 9.drnlnist e re d • . \•h en a dminist e red, 

it was to be promptly reported to the pr i. ncipal a n d he in 

turn had co 1 11.clu.de it in his monthly r e "l'"\ort to the Supertn­

tendent. Se lf-d:t.scipline was al s o ex ect ed of tea ch e rs. They 

'Nero to abstai n fro ,.., u s L"l::_,:: tobacco in L1e prEsence of their 

3 tuu.ent 3 • School par t i e :1 , games, or o.ny s c :·1001 s ponsore d 

f unc tl()n ht-1.cl t o b e prope r l , c hnpero .,v:-d . Mr. Olive r was co 111 p ll-

h O t 110 
. h l on ti1~ way he handled te ac er con u c . 1ne11te d ve ry 1n r; Y -

l07 ?,~inute s of Board, August 10 , 1 961. 

108r.unutes of Board, July 27, 1 96 1. 

109;,Tinute s of Boar d , Octob er l ?, 1961. 

110rktnut e s Boa rd, Janua.r)r 19, 1961. 
of 
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. n e r ect to se e ht 1 - w. a c1anges students 
would have n utlced f rom 1957 _

19610 All of the things a lready 
dlscu::ised .t n s ome wa~.· aff t . 

.. ec e <., st-ndont n . In addition l;0 

thes e the r e ~re others t l ~ 
J.'l, in uy be ll f:, t-c d . Chanc;es were in ado 

ln graduation re~1lrements a~a 
ln dl9lomas . At the Superinten.;, 

dent' s suggesti on , one unit of science 
was required begin-

ninr, in the fall of 1958. Effective in 
June, 1959 wa:"> a. diploma 

shovrinr-:; the subjects in which the work wa s done. This plan 

was ch ose :!1. instead o.f issning a college preparatory and a 

non-coller;e preparatory diploITR. The expressions 11 cum l aucle " 

and 11 mae;n3. c um laude" were also added. 111 

Fifth grader::; in th:i spring of 1959 received New 

'res ta1'.1ent s r- ro,'l'\ the Gideons f or the f lr s t t Lme •11 ~ This same 

cl8ss parttc.tpated in a 11 Le :1Pn-to-Swim 11 pro~ram that year. 

These lessons were g1 v e n clur>:i.n r: school hour s at pools provid­

ed by l oc a l agencie s . Abm1t 250 student s were tnvolved .
113 

If you were a musically inclinetl student, you were 

fortunat e t o be in Nashville. "Your Superi ntendent feels that 

h · 1 •• 11 It muslc is a ' v ory important part of t . e currL c u um . 

was not considered just a "fri ll. 11 The Board of Education 

ovmed a rather large numb er of musical instruments . The Sup­

erint endent cou l d re:ne mbc r when there •nas n~t a sJ.ngle horn 

nor one band director employed in the city . Every student was 

111r.1 inutes of BoarrJ , 'i,lay 8, 1958. 

112. t of Board , April 9, 1950 . 
r.~inu es 

113Minut e :c_; of Boar <~, I.1 ay 14, 1959. 
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~iven an opportunity t o b 1 -· . e nvolved i n the music program. The 
system was one of the fe w t :1 at al s o 

had string instrument s. 
ITashvi lle Clty 3phools was cited as 

havi ng a "balanced music 
program. 11 

Marrl e d students had certain 
rules t o obey . A hus-

band and Nlfe we re not to attend the same s chool. They could 
not take part in interschola sti·c 

competitive activities in-

cludlng ath letic contests. :Vi thin one "'leek ., after the wedding, 

the student had to r eport t o the principal or gui dance coun-

selor for counseli nB a nd a dts cu s s i on of rules applying t o 

them Failur e to do so ld 1 • cou resu t i n i mmediate dismi s .:; al 

from scho ol. 114 

What abo u t the younger students? They certainly 

should have profit e d fr om the e mphasis p laced on t he reading 

program. Mr. M. D. Neely, Assi.sta.nt Supervi sor of Elementary 

Educa ti on, brought some Negro first graders to the Boa.rd 

meeting in July of 1960. They d emonstrat ed t he success of 

concentrated efforts to i mprove t he t eaching of reading in 

t he p rimary grades. f:lr. 01 i_ v e r state s that "nothing e l se is 

so vital in formal educ a t i on a s t he t e aching of readi ng . The 

ability t o re ad is t h e 1-::e y ,vhi ch unloc ks t he door to t he 

f 1 ,_i c a"". eer of every b oy a nd gi r l. 11115 uture in t h e scho as 1, c ' -

, .• h sc:'.nool s tuden t s now. From t he Look back at the nic; 

114Minut e s of Board , Augus t 13 , 1959. 

115Minutes of Board, J u l y 14 , 1960. 
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s tudents ' st andpoint, a i •r 3 

g ffL leant cou r s e was added in some 

school s a nd e ~panded in othe r s during t h·L· s tl T' i 
me. ;1 s course 

wa s Driver s ' Education. The Sup e r i ntende ;.1t said "The time is 

ripe f or the laumching or an a ll-out ef.L~
01

~t ••• to mak e 

Nashville t he safes !-, cit y i n Ame r ica 
• • • 

11 Ample fund s were 

ma.de av a ilable by the Ma y or a nd CL t y Cotinc i l for the 

course -
116 

The best equipment wa s obtai ,'.ed . Dri votraln ers were 

purchased, and an article 8.pyiea red i.n the Orivotrain ers Di­

gest in 1961 about Nashvtlle' s program.117 

Sixth grader s saw s ome excit ement l n 1960. The Super­

intende nt made arrangement s fo r twen t y-eigh t sixth grade 

cla s s es to t ak e pa r t l n a t e l e vis ion s ci ence p r ogr am made 

118 available t l1ro·Jr,h t he Count y Sch ool Syst em. Th ey, alon e; 

wi t h 1) t he r e lementary stud0nts , a l so t ook part in a plan t o 

impr ov 3 p en:manship. 119 Becinntn:" i n the 1 960-1961 t er m, the y 

r eceive ~ c e rtificates fo r s ucce s s f ul l y comp l Atin c t he s ixt h 

erade.120 

One of t he change!'\ ~hat had l t s e f fe c t on s ome stu-

de nt s at all levels was the f re e l 11nc _·t program. In 1962, the 

School 13oar d provi de .J $460 ,ooo t o p ay fo r lunches for c hi ldren 

116 Of Boar d' Sept ember 8 , 1960. 
" i" nut" r • J\l r_; .:-, 

117r:lnut e s of Boar d , Apr-t l 17 , 1961. 

118i,:inute s of Boar d , Octobe r 13 , 1960 . 

119r;;inut e s Boar d , Novembe r 17, 1960. 
o f 

120r,:lnutes of Boar d , ~r.a rch 8 , 1 962. 
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unable to pay for their own.121 

Applicants were to be rigi dly 
sc~eened and rigid economi 

- es '.'lere to be practiced in the ma.n-

acring and operatlno- of s 1" 1 1 
u · u c .oo unchrooms. It was stron r.;l y . 

ur"ed t l1.1.:1.t !JChools rro u d . t i l22 
c:, u n e r ,1FJ Nation8.l Lunch Program. 

Another project which all student8 could participate in was 

helpin:~ to se l e e t 8 flag fo r the city of N !:'.shvt lle .-123 

The Manpower Development and Traini ng Act affected 

olde f• students as well as s ome a -:iu lts. The Superintendent 

recommended that Nashville take part in this program whl ch 

provided t r,aining for t he unemployed a n.d. under-employe d . The 

loc ~l scho ol board made a va i lable bui l ding s whi le t he State 

Department of Education purcha s e d all ne cessary equipment and 

supplies as well as payL•13 the instruc t o r s and the operating 

coots of t. 0.e pror7a.n1. '.Phe ft r nt cour3 e ~ot up was mech(l.nl cal 

Jrafting. 124 

In early 1964, ste~"'l s were taken t o initiat~ classes 

for the illl terate, e.:c:r:ienses of which were borne by tho State. 

Clas s s lz e ranged from ten to t hi rt :,, . 'l'he Board elect ed t he 

teache r who serve r] at fi vc doll ars per hour for about thr8 e 

Was f or tlliterates ov e r eighteen. hours a week. This 
125 

,_ l t h~ s se c t i :)n on the ac tivitle s 
Time has co ~8 ~ 0 c os e · -

121Minutes of Board , October 11 , 1 962. 

Trans lt icn a l Boa~d , 3eptembe r 4, 1963. 
122t,1inutes of 

123 Of Bo n""d, i\pril 21, 1960. 
Tanutes 'Al. 

1 Of Bo~~Ld , June 14, 1~52. 
24rninutes ~ 

. ,. . 1 Board , Decernber 9, 1963 • 
125va.nnte s of Trans L ,,.Lon a 
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of thes e years althou, .. 1-1 mu -

1 
. 

' ' · c 1. l a ::..: been left unsaid. In talking 
to t he last city Board of~-, 

· ~uucation , ~r. Oliver hims elf gave 
a concise summary of these vn 9..r " 

" .._, ..., . This 3oard had open~d .'mar-
vm, !flcl:cissack, Murr-ell, J 0 ~,,.,...

30
n, 

..... and perhaps other schools. 

The,Jr had closed Knox, Li nsc•ur"'o Lock 1 d ~ d 
4 

·• - , e en r1.nnex, Tar1)u x. , an 

F'ord -G-reene Annex. They had exp2.nded t he technical anJ. voca-
126 

ttonal procra~n . The othe ~'.' i...tems tn ~11 s s111nr;a.ry will n ot be 

mi:::'\ ti oned as they have be 'm covored in t.he fore going page s. A 

few months later that Board met for the last time. Mr. Oliver 

reported tho.t the c ~ntract ·.va s bc l na let f or t he ,/es ~ Hash ville l_ _. 

,Tunior ::--nsh. !Ie expected that one would h e let within t hree 

weeks for t '.J.e ;:iose Park Jnn:"t.or __ lgh . The addi ti on to Highland 

Helght s was nearl~· co r:-1plete,l iri d plans ·1ere de fin i t e for an 

addition to West End Senlor . He asked tn::t t he be authorized 

r,o prep are, .t inmedi '.:1.t ely, ~1 lans for additions and new bu t l d ­

lnc;s ta r eliove the overc r owded c ondi t i ons at Pe arl Senior, 

F d ~ d I,1cKissack . In a 3um-Nha rt on , Nas hi.ngt0n , or - 7reene, an 

S c~. e meetl n,~, he t alked of the f lne vocetton ~ mar:r r.3. 1; t he = ·• 

t Pc ,..,rl a 11c') HuJnP. - _.iogrr.. The s e schools had a fi ne prQgr:1'.:1. s a ...... •- - ~ 

U brar,r services were outst nndi g 1.n practica l nurses prog1'an . 1 v 

d . n(J' ,'~100 000 fo r guide.nee t l11?ct · the s ystem. They were s pen 1 - L' ~ , 

1 lib r y for i t s 
had a professiona r 3 ye 'J.r. The sys t.em -

t ,~ lChers •127 

125:•.nnutes of Board, Jai.iuary 18, 1962. 

127;\linutes of Board, October 11, 1962 . 



Th e Commissioner o~ =d 
129 

- ..!. ucation called a me eti nrr es.rly 
L> in 1961. Mr . H. H. Turpan A . t 

- - , ss1.s ant Superintendent in charge 
of finance, attended The d" . 

- • iscussion co ncerned bills to be in-
troduced recarding c onsolidati on of ~·nc 

l, Ci tJ and Co u:'.1.ty 

Scho o l Sy
st

ems· Seven members f ro r.1 the cl t ~r an d seven fro m the 

county were t o serve on a c o ·ml ttee to s tudy the sclwol situa­

tions and make recommend ~Lt i on~ . Be fore these coulcl bec or.--ie 

law, the:-y wou ld b e subject t o a pproval hy the Clty Counc i l o.nd 

the co ,mt ;r Court. The blll wa3 t o b 8 submitt er.l to a referendum 

of the people.
128 

In a l i t t le ov e r a year , copies of the 

chart or proposed f or t he m(, tropoli t an government were avail­

able to s cho o l Board members. They were instructed by their 

Supe r i n tendent to t ake ;>art icular note of transitional pro­

visi on s as to public schools.129 The mach ine f or Metro was 

well-oiled and g oing strong . The City Scho,Jl Sys tem, aft e r 

h~.vlnc existed for over 9. h undred years, \"lO Uld cease to exist. 

Spa ce will now be devot ed to the wo r k of &he Tr ansi-

t;io nal Board of Education , or the Int e rim r et1"<> Board s. !J it 

wa.1 s ometimJs called. It e:dstecl fro "1 uc toher of 1962 unt il 

Its f ,_• r ~~t me e t l ,1g \fas h e l d on Octobe r 13 with July of 1964. .. -

i Ot her members were !i!rS. Dr. Henry Hill serving a.s cha r man. 

C Carman., :S. D. Chappe 1, Dr. Walter S. Tom Bland*, Mr. E. • 

Davis, A. B. Gibson-;:, EL1er Pet ~l t~}, Frank P. '.fuite, and 3 . L. 

128Minutes of Board, February 9 , 19Gl. 

, April 5, 1962. l29i,rinut e s of Boaru , 



Wright. At these meetin 
130 

gs separate city and county reports 

were given by 
th

e Superintendents on many matters. Joint re-
ports were given whenever possible.130 

The Board rotated its 
meeting place between the county's headquarters on Bransford 

Avenue a
nd th

e city's headquarters in the Hume-Fogg Building 
on Broadway. 131 

One of the major jobs of the Transitional Board was 

to have a comprehensive survey made of the two school systems. 

After other offers were made, the contract was given to Edu­

cational Research Services of Nhite Plains, New York. Dr. 

Francis G. Cornell was the Educational Consultant. This cost 

$36,000. Four hundred copies or the complete survey were print­

ed and 20,000 copies of a summary were published. 132 Much or 

thls survey is presented 1n this paper when recommendations 

for Metro are discussed. 

In October of 1963 a progress report was given on the 

efforts toward merging the two systems. Supervisor7 were urged 

to think of the school systems as one. The Superintendents had 

d k f or a spirit of unity among all tried to lay the groun wor 

the employees. i both systems was working together Everyom n 

looking toward the merger to be complete by July l, 1964. 

di merger plans by the An important part w1s playe n 

130J-unutes 
Asterisks appear by 

. rd October 18, 1962. 
of Transitional ~o;ashville City Board. 
former members o 

Of Transitional Board, 131Minutes 
M9.rch 21, 1963. 

1~2 of Transitiona v Minutes 1 Board, June 25, 1964. 



131 
steering Committee. This 

waa composed of A. E. 'Nright, F. A. 
Detchon , J. K. Brovm ':) n 

' '~ • .1.' • Gruber, and ,...,. 13:3 . .Jr. A. K. Klein. 
The Policies Committee wa 

8 appointed b:r the two Superinten-
dents to compare the pol-tci ,. f t 

· e s O he two systems. The Super-
intendents usually met with th 

· ese committees and the other 
ones workinrc; toward the merger.134 

Time will not be taken here to di scuss the many de-
eis1 ons of this Board conc e rnin~ gene ral matters. It is to be 

kept in mind thou gh t hut all the usual detalls of a large 

school sys tern had to be handle d even thoup;h the Trans! tiona.l 

Board spent mu.ch cl!ne world ,1~ on tne merging of the two sys­

tems. This sh'.)u ld gl ve o nc a gr -, ater app reciati on for those 

individuals involved in th~ ,,,ork of t he se years. 

By February, 1964, recomr.1enda. t i :,.ns fo r letro were 

ready. The Board adopted an administrat t ve organization which 

had a Director of Schools as the chief adninist rator. Ile 

should have an academic bac kground showi n r.; breadth and depth. 

11 ':i'hc doc;torate is de s i re d ." He must h ave h ad experience i n 

beinr; a teacher and a supcrtntendent. The budget allotment 

for salar~ of the Director was $20,000 . There would be f ~t r 

major administrative divisi ~ns, each under an Associ at e Di­

rector of Sch ools. These were t he Divisi ons of Instruct i on, 

Professional Services, Busi ~ess Af fairs , and Sch ool Trans-

-;;,ac·.i_ l 'l. ties• The Division of I nstruction 
portation ~nd Physic a l ~-

1 Board , October 24, 1 963 . 
133ranute s of Trans l ti ona 

1 Board, October 10, 1 963. 
134i.Unutes of Transl tiona 
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had these departments: Gene l'al Educat ion , Special•-3duea tlon, 

Adult and Vocational Educatt 011 , nnd 
'"" Educational Televlsion .. · 

Nit}dn the Division of Pi• ofe ss ·L 0 na- l 
- ~- Services were the depart-

ments of Personnel, :·iesearch and Development, , Instruc t. to nal 

r,1aterials, Pupil Per s o nnel Servi cos, a nd Public School Health 

Services. The Division of Business Affai r :-~ was to be made up 

of the depa r tments of Accounti -1g and Flna!lce, Purchasing and 

supp ly, Data Processing, and School Lunch Services. The three 

departments of the Di vision of School Transportation and Phy­

sic a l Facillties were School Transporcation, nuildi n3 Con­

struction, ~nd School Plo.nt Ope r ati on and Mau1tenance. A 

strong recommendation which passed was for an administrative 

Assistant to r epresent the Director ·on many occasions. He 

should be sensitive to public c oncerns and capable of explain­

ing all phases of tbe school syst em to groups and indivi­

uuals.135 A month later t he Board vote d for the 1964-1965 

Uetro operating budget t o be $33,607,008. 

One act of the Tran 9itional Board had nothing to 

with ~.1etro, but it is perti ·1ent. At the i,la y meetL1r, t _ho y 

to name East Nas l1ville I-Iigh School's new ed u.n animou sly 
136 

p· Oil ver Gymnasium. gymnasium the 'i/1111 am _1enry 

do 

vot-

It was now June 25 , 1964 and the Tra_risi ti onal Board 

""filllam :Ienry Oliver pre sented ~ 
assembled for the last ti ;1e • · 

? 1 had ~-~ repare d . ~Ie ~ r1.· ·1t e nden t Pos s repJrt which he and wUP 8 ' -

135:,:inut es 

l36rnnutes 

1 Board, February 25, 1964 . 
of '.i'raDsi t t ona 

d May 28 , 1964. 
of Tran sl tion a l .Boar ' 



comr,1,:'n•led t11e Board ;r,cmbcrs . 
si~cerely for a job well done . 

133 

"Any copt lfi ca.t 0 or d tpli) ;n 9. tl 
1at you may receive as you co m-

pl ete your task wonld be a r t' 
-~lC ins cr1. 1)ti on ' sunrna. cum laude' ." 

? ho 300 pa~c ~omnrehens ive'"' 
, ur vey of the i1:etropol L tan School - - __ _,.______ ----

,3 y stem h9.d been CO ';Tipleted and r!CCcpteu' 
_ - b~/ the Board in 

Oc t ober, 1 963 . J hen t~e Board · 
r:ie 0 an to 1. r:i~ lc;!:.ent t he Surve7.,' 

l' •" co:nncnd'.:'!.t 1.Y'' s, i t 'y, c,.., - 1 t h 
~ ' ~ , ,,.:e c c a r _ a.t t he Steering Cammi ttee 

o..nd t he var i,)us sub-com:Ti. t t ees n ~ede ,.: ~i·of e3 s lonal help i n 

reso lving kno tty problems . Dr. E. C. Me r 1'i ll, Dean, Unlver­

~i t.y of Ten 1essee, was e mployed as a Consult ant . In add.it.ion, 

fo ;1 r well-qualified educ 2.tors ,-rere chos en a s ,speci 8l con­

sult 021t s f u1' n e rgi ·1g t he "',ys te .iis . The s e ·.ve r e Dr. Ben Ce.nni­

ch 3. e: l , Supo i- in tendent of '": huttano oB g_ :3c1~ ool s ; Dr . John Let s e n , 

Superintentl0n t of At l ant :.1 CUy .3ch ool ::i ; Dr . Ja,1cs Whitlock, 

Assoc .t 3.te Dlr-e ct or , Division of Surve :Ts and Fie l c.1. Servfce s , 

?e o..boJ~r Coll':)i:;e; n. ·cl Dr. E . C. Stimbr·r t, Su:peri ntendent of 

Ltemphls Cit:; Schools. These s peci a li s ts , the Bo ard, the Sup-

itt -· ·-1 s o·- ,,. thlr :· - o ·d erintondents , th0 3teerin.-: Conun e •:; , :, n I v .1"' ,, , ,, · 

"' the n_, 1·ob l e ni~ cor,nec t 0,_l •:ri t h ::nib-c s rnmi t t.cc s r eso l.v c d r, '.lll~T 0 .1. 

1'1erglnc; . And so it ·uas t h .3 L t:1c Tr-ansll;i on a l noa.:r d. turned 

d J ~-'1'"'t Y'v Directo, on .Tu l y 1, 196 4 over to the Fe t ro Bo9.r 2n1 t 1· " • 

I v-ri_tl1 p ersonnel and physical a 90,000-pupil school sys ;e~ 

facilities consoll d ~t e d. 

, o't' onul Board , June 25, 1964 . 137r..;1nut r:; s of Tra. ,1.>l 1. 



Chapter 6 

THE APEX 
1964-

William Henry 011 ver r etired from pu bll c educa t ion in 

the fall of 1964 at the age of sixty. He had decided that he 

wanted no positi on in Metro. Hanging in his he.11 1s a large 
frame d oertificate of ap-preci a t ion that t he off ice staff pre-

sented to him upon his retirement. It attempt s to describe t he 

attributes of this man who had given thirty-four years t oed-

ucation i n the ctty of Nashville. It was signed hy all members 

of his staff. Mr. Oliver an d Mr . Moss actually had to act as 

Co-Direc t ors of Metro for about a mont h because as of Ju l y 1 

there had been no Director to take charge. He retired one day 

and went bac k to work t he next in t he f a l l of 1964. Prof~ssor 
I 

Oliver taught in the Educa t i on and Engl i sh Depar tments at 

Belmont College i n Nashville, Tennessee and was in charge or 

the secondary student tea chers until t he spring of 1969. He 

wu, an Associate Professor of Education. 

During Mr. Oliver's last year at Belmont, he was the 

d b t he st at ed t ha i; each General Chairman for t he Self-Stu Y, u 

ing i t s re port t hat his 
department was so coope r a t ive in prepar 

l This Self-Study was the regular ten task was muc h easier • 
. .. , .. ' • •· 

Henry Oliver , perso~al inter-
1statement by William 

view, July 5, 1974. 134 



135 year study required of all 
11 co eges accredited by the South­

ern Association of Colle 
ges arid Secondary Schools. Belmont 

had already been accredited.2 All of 
Belmont's faculty and 

twenty-eight students were invol d 
ve • There were elght commit-

tees who worked on the study hi h __ 
'w c when completed was 281 

pages in length. 

According to Belmont's President , Dr. Herbert C. 

Gabhart, Mr. Oliver had exr, re s :;ed an interest -,_n coming to 

Belmont as early as 1960 or 1961. Professor Oiiver brought 

prestige to Belmont's Education Department. He had strength 

of character, and he was di lli;ent and denendable. He was a 

~ood organizer, as evi denced in hi s c apable direction of Bel­

mont's Self-Study in 1969-1970. Mr. Oliver understood the 

administration and was always most cooperative wl th lt. Many 

times he placed himself in a position to assist, that ls, he 

volunteered to do wl1at ev0r he could to he lp. He was respected 

by his students. Mr. Oliver was alwa~rs trying to learn more 

in order to do more. He took Educati on 520 at Peabody during 

the summer of 1964. Assuredly , William Henry 
3 

senior statesman in the area of education. 

Professor Oliver of Belmont Colle ge 

Oll v~r was a 

was ofte n heard 

1 M 01-, ver spoke o:i "Reli gion and the speakins on educat on. ,ir. -

Oliver to Dale ~dwards, July 25, 1974. 2william Henry 
3 Herbert c. Gabhart, President of 

Statement by Dr. November 29, 1974. 
Belmont College, personal interview, 



rubllc Schools rr to the B 136 
aptlst Student Union 

J 1 at Peabody Col-
l ege on u Y 21, 1964 . He 

Ghr :t stian citizen, not as 
s poke as an individual American 

a representative of Metro Schools, 
which he was leaving, nor f 0 Belmont College, to which he was 
c; oing . He reviewed the hit 3 ocy of religion a nd lts involve-
men t ln education. Ile brought 

~ up the Supreme Court, s ruling 

conce r ning reli gion in public 
schools. ~hi s was covered in 

Chapter 5. He closed with "Obey t he · l av:" , as long as it is law; 
change it if you desire.n 4 

I, the s ~ring of 1965 and at the request of Dr. John 

Harpe r Harris, Director of Metro Schools, Mr. Oliver s poke 

before t he Metro staff on the sales tax is s ue. He h ad told 

Dr. Harris that he wo,1l d stay out o f hi s way , but would be 

anxious to help him if he ne eded his ass istance. He did not 

t ell others how to vote. Beca use of hls deep i ntere st l n pub­

lic education and the ur gent need f or additional f u nd s, he 

was for an increased sales tax whi ch would go to education. 5 

At the t lme, Henry 's •,71. fe, Fa ull ne , f ound t hat she 

possl bly kid a t umor on t he fro nt part of her bratn. Aft er 

t wo or three weeks of t e st s , the docto r s decided on sur~ery. 

iv'ir . · Ol i ver had n oticed t h at Pauline I s memory r1a s fai J.4,ng and 

she had alvva:,rs h ad a qu-t c :i.: :~ e mory • The surge r y r evealed no 

4 d by ;yt lliam Henry 
Opinion ex:1 re s s~ 'P ' • Scho•) l s 11 ) 

address ( "Rellesl on a nd t rio t - ~~b~~~ Pe abody , 
(Tennessee) Bap t l st stude n n ' 

Oliver i n an 
9.t Nashvi lle 
Jul y 21, 196 4. 

"<T ''/illi ar.1 Henry Oil ver i n an 
5opinion express~~ bt irashvi lle (Tennessee) Metro 

address ( "Sales Tax Talk a Y.ay 10 :!. 965. 
Staff at Lentz Eealt :i Cent (H', ·' ' 
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tumor• Shortl~, , the doctors diagnosed Mrs. Oli vert s condi tlon 

as Alzheimer'n Disease which is a gradual deterioration of 

the central nervous syste,,1. 6 Thus, Mrs. Oliver• s condition did 

not brine; sudden den.th, bnt :i. t began a lo7li;: period whlc:i.1 

called for a great deal of patience a ~1(l understanding on the 

part of her husband. Thou _r, h il rs. Oliver ls un13.ble to tal k 

8 rly longe r or t o recognize others, she stt 11 seems to reco g­

nlze her h us ban,J . Her husband h~s not lost t ha t-: love for her 

Th e dedication of the -:'Jilli arn He nry Oliver Building 

at East Hieh School was, of c ourse, a erec., t occ asion for Mr. 

Oliver. He gave a s hort response afte r G. H. Waters gave the 

Dedication Addres.:-; . He was surrounded b~- friends end over­

wlv~lrnod by memories. 

Most me n to whoi:i bui l r1in~s are dedtc at ocl areid ead 
· ~ • ,_ 1 place So I in h .::. fo ·•,c, t'. t - i d erJ tcci tlon ce r ernorn.es L, a ,ce 1 1· ' t • t urs 

., ·· ~- · , , I m t hankf11 a s O •1a 
1
'

1 
• 

thankfu 1 to be ,1ere, A ... i vc • a t h ~,.rro t 
18 

doctors 
Oli VAr :L s al)l e to be here• Six mon s, rl . ._,b People 

"' 0 • · d t: hat she vro~ e • • • · '.'.'or:.ld n o t h:we pre 1 c 
1
~A t .' 

1 
s abo ;t ;

0 
than I de serve. I 

are alwa7s saying nice r :i ng ~,1 1. 
wish that I co•..1 ld be wo rthy of t:1em -

f or twenty-five wonderfu l years at He was thankful -

h:-..s s even year- s as 3upe ri~t endent . 

di~ f or t h~ nrogre ~s 
I ta;:e 11 ttle e r; d,, ~ let m"' · exDres s 

~r1 e .r. ;:, · ~ • • Flnall Y , my l. ; ·• '-"'or t 'ne 3ne cial • • ~ ~ nanK s l. - · humble and s Lncere "· 

th.at was made. 
agai n my_ <.l~ep, 
honor wh J CL1 1 s 

01. pers onal He nry l ver , -6Statemcnt 1F Hi lli an 
n 197 5. interview, July~ , 



mt ne 1oni e;ht in 1-iavi 11' • 

n a ::1e . · nu t h .Ls beailt :tfnl b ·,.i.ilding be a r my 

138 

Perh aps, no other s nee c ~ • .. 
· - · l 3 . ., )r e re pre s~ nt. :1 l;i ve o f \'Ii lli am 

Henry Ollv0r•~ char act er Th" 
• i s re spons e shows so cl earl y hls 

hnml llt ;r , h is slnce-rj t~r 
0

. 1 , _, 
· ., , '1( nu1 ap;, r e cl a ti :m fo r l i f e wt th 

;3.ll l t s V3.ri e t y . And a s t:1 1e (' u.~ t · 
, _ .t o _c a. LOn cap t i on said , he was 

l Ti~ 
"one vrnosc L ... e Ha s Been Unus ually 

Bl es sed a~d UnRe l fl shly 
nseful. 118 

" Speaking on t el e vi s .lo"t~. !. s not 9. new expe r tencc f ar 

me , b u t s •_,") e akln~ , for w ' 1•1· ... -· l t 1 i d ' ~ .. . ( <- 'J :,l l g 1 ")e c ons erea a polit ical 

i1ur~, ose is n ew fo r me -- co mpletel~- neV/ . 11 Mr. 011 ver thus 

ovlene d }1i s ;:-,ar t on a l i ve te levisi on s ho'/1 ~n the sumnH~r 0 f 

1966 . The s p0 ech , 11 Be n ·.vest s. nd Educ 9.ti ,m , 11 was gi vc ,1 on NLAC 

'Nhen Ben ;Jest ran f or Mayor of et r o . Mayor Nes t • s o.t tltnde 

t oward sch ools h,4d been one of t nteriJs t , concern , ancl 9llpport ; 

not rm e of 1nt cPference or co nt rol. 11 He consi s t ent l y support ­

ed ire and t l-ie Board o f Edu catlon fi nancl al l y , llpproving e9. ch 

1 di t ~ educa t i on £_ro·.1 l oca l funds.'' year addltl ona ex?en ·ure~ ~or 

He gave t o them consist en t confi denc e ad s up,ort a nd ~o htm 

1 11 9 11 I shall b e e t e r na l ly grat ef u • 

7 . ... , b"r ·villi arn Hen !'y Oil ver i n an 
Opinion expre.., s ea ,I. Jn of 7ffi Bui l ding11 ) at Nas h-

addr es s ( 11 Respons e to D~ed i_cJ.i t1.e Hi ("l' h Sch ool , DeceT!lbcr 3 , 
ville (Tenn essee) East _,fa sn v -- 0 

1965. Und~ r l i n l n g by T,~r. •J liver . 

8Ibid. 
, '/Jilli al'!l He nry Oliver i n an 

gOpinion expres sed oy . ") . a t Has lw i lle (Tenne sse e ) 
addr·es s ( :t~en Wes t. and Education b I1 Oliver. _..., Underlining Y · r . _ 
·.vLAc-T·J, Summer, 1966 • 
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"Improvlncr St d 

0 u ent-Facult~ 
0 

J Relations" was t he topic of 
Mr. liver's speech tot ~ 

--e Belmont r 1 . . · ac u r.,y i n January of 1963 . 
Generally speaking th 1 ' e re ati onship betvreen teachers and 
students was good at B ~ 

e nont, • Thts was d 1.1e to the fa.ct that 
both facu.lt :.' and s cudent .. 

s ~ero, for the most part, flne, 
Chr:i.s ti an i ndi vi duals 'Tih 

• 1. e value of c i omrnn cat :i.on was empha-
sized. 

Wh9.t e ver ideas I ma,r • 
va lue, unless I can co :-~ ~vc • •. • ar e of little, or no, 
Betwe<;in us and Loda v ' 

3
· uni cate t. em to my student s •••• 

wM.ch C8.n not be remove~ollege generation there is a gulf . 
• • • to brid e ·i ' • ... • The bes t we can do is l.; o try 
st andinc; . S _t H 1. 1.,h kindnes s , co nce r n , and unde r:-

Touchers should show th"' .L r ~- co nce rn for stude rits 1 activities. 

Thi s is don b h ..t 10 e Y s . ov1.1. -~r; up '3.t student functions. 

Willi am Henry Oliver i~poke at a Six County In-Serv1 ce 

mvc t L1g at ·daverl:r , Tenne fl s ee ln Augu3t, 1968. The cou nt;i es 

1~eprescnted were Humphreys, iti ckma.n , Hou ston, Die kson , Per1"7, 

:ud S tewart. Mr. 01-t ver gave the keynot e address at th~ ,~n­

eral .Session on Aue:;nst 22 afte r belnc introduced by Ur. · Lathan 

Keatts from the State i)e,nirtmen t, of Education . He ent it led 
~ 

his comments !'Teacnin[ i s Ll. ving . 11 Yes, his comments had been 

used before because th.is t 1Nll8ht \1as t:ic mast important thing 

in the whole r e.'.llm of educa t i on as far as ·: 1111am Hen l'J Oliver 

was concerned. 11 

lo d 1 ·n1liam Henry Oliver in an 
Oninion expresso ,Jy ' ") at Nashville 

address ( "Re lati ooships: '!.'eacher-StudJent 15 1963 
( 

- -, 1tlt - an uary , • 
Tennessee} Belmont college ..- ac ., ' 

, .,11li am Henry Oliver in £1.n 
110ni nion expr _; 55 0 d r.~{ ~t Waverly (Tennessee )Six 

adc1r'ess ( ."Tes.chin[" is J.Jivin,.: t 22 1968 
C . · ' t · , f\ugus , • 0 unt y In-Service Mee :i.nr., , · 



140 Mr. 01:t V·"' r pr , escnted his 
request to retlre from Bel­

mont in 1970. He thou ht 
G. Belmont was a good h 1 sc oo and he had 

been happy there. But jut 
s as his retirement from publ 1.c 

schools had not been final reti 
· rement, fla his retirement from 

Belmont was not to b h e is f ·i n 1 t · -- a re irement either. 

• • • As prospective t~achers 
Bible College kept cnin-t ·lo- t - from Free Will Bapttst 
their> requirements f or>· :_ 0 · f · • • Belmont to complete 
to grow ••• a feeli;,,. ... ~ac ler _ certification, t here began 
at Free Will Baptist Biblha~ ite teacher training program 
and that I might be a . ~ ~ · ege ought to be expanded 
a letter offe~lncr my spar. 0 it. So I v1rote

1
Rr• Johnson 

D 
I erv1.ces and here I am. "' 

r,fany years had p o.ss ed s !. nee ·;a111 am Henry Oliver had 

taught in a Free ·t✓ill Baptist school, but the pendulum had 

swun~ bac k and in 1970, he was "bac c whe r e he started. 11 In the 

announcement of his ap~1ointment to t e • ch in the fields of Ed­

uc9.tLi:r1 a .nd. En~lis.b', ·.these fac ts are found . He is an ordained 

Free Nill Baptist minister. He had UPrked fo r thirty-four 

ye9.rs as a teacher, a principal, and superi ntendent of schools 

in the Nashville public school system. He had been an Associate 

Professor of Education at Belmont College. 13 Shortly after· 

sc:1001 opened, he spoke in chape l abo t his experience s "From 

...,..,~ ureka t n ·•· B B c 1111 He had told Dr. L. C. Johnson, 0 l' • ,V • • • • 

12·nlliam Henry Oliver, "Called To Teach, 
11 

Lumen:& ed. 
Jean Plcir:tlli, (Nashville: Free ;,111 Baptist Bible College, 
Lumen Staff, 1975), p. 14. 

. ff" th Join College Facult y , 
11 

l3rroliver, Baerg, Gr.1 1 
• (Au st, 1970), 3. 

~ 1Vill Baptist Bible College Bulletin, gu 

14 1 lr ·•1illiam He!lry Oliver in a!l 
Opinion expressei. Y 1 

11) at N ashv5-lle (Tennessee) 
address ("From Eureka to F . 'i/.B.B•~;pte n:ber, 1970. 
Free Nill Baptist Bible College, 



president of the College, that it wa~ .... 
l a fulfillment of his 
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original dream. 5 It will 
be recalled that this dream was to 

serve his denomtnational 
8 

h 1 c 00 
• On Ja.nuru• y 8, 1971 Bro. 

Oliver spoke in chapel to th t d 
· e 3 u ent body , entitling his re-

marks "Reflections, Compa.riso 
- ns, and Impressions. 11 He first 

took a backward glance at hi 
s si xty-one years of school ex-

perience before corning to F ··1· 11 
ree ·1 1 Baptist Bible College. lie 

commented on the modest dress of the students, the fact that 

the school had a purpose, and that t he f aculty was a team that 

loved God. 16 

iNho could speak at the fac ulty meeting on "Teacher­

Student Relationships?" If anyone wa 8 qualifieu , 1 t was cer­

tainly 'ilillia.m Henry Olivel·, Thus, it wa s he who tal ked to 

his fellow workers l n Apri l of 1971. It sounded like so111e or 
hls former talks to te!lchers when he me 11 tion od that t hey were 

leaders and probably the best persons so me student s had ever 

known. It ,,as different though when he referr ed to seeki ng 

always the guld.ance of the Joly Spirit. Teache r s in Ch:-i stian 

b Gd Rimse lf. 17 
schools should be called and commissi oned Y 0 

15 L c Jonnson Preside nt of Free 
Statement by Dr. • • 1 int;rview June 12, 1975. 

Will Baptist Bible College, persona ' 

b ..,11u am Henry Oil ver in an 
l6opinion expressed Y " d rmo ressions") a t 

adures s ("Reflections, Comp ~~if~!p~ st- Btble college, J anuary 
tlashville (Tennessee) Free ,/J. 
8 , 1971. 

b Villia!Tl Henry Oliver in 9. n 
l7 opinion expressed Y ~ , i:> s11 ) a t Nashville 

d t rt -=-lat1.onsn .:: ri 1 address ( "Teacher-:Stu en ~ ..., t B' ble college Faculty, Ap 
( 1'1 " ll Bapt l s 1. Tennessee) Free ,vi -

12, 1971. 
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It wa s als6 i n the sprlnc 

of 1971 that Mr. Oliver's ' 
article, 

1

'Flowing ancl Growin/}'" . 
· ' ' appeare,J in the school's 

0ulletin. Gha·;)ter 2 o f 1:;,
1

_. " 
· - 1.., n!:l.f,el' Loll r 

\, c O the clo sin;r, of Eu-
relrn. w~i ch t'.p . 011 v ,,.,r r r 

J O er Pe ( 1 t, 0 n : ', II 'v· .ll ~ I 

"" - " s c~eam or 'Pre~ Jill 
Bap t j_ s t educa t ion run:'1.hlf" 1 . L~ imc e r ;3round • i, He v,rote' 

I h2ve aga ln found - t l 
of Free iHll Bantis t ,,, J a ~n.s t a ::.1 ar t of the 1:1a.tn st rear.1 
ccntly and is n~w ~ s{ ~~~ti ~n. It has surf3.ced magnifi­
somedav be but n- ro·· · • e · J I'l.Ve r , :1ot as ~YLG as .i.t vri.11 

V 1 (J ,l ll l 'T" C0 '1St ·:i·1t1 , . t . cJ. ovm the valle ,r O "' Ch-~';-' ~' ·--' .: as 1 · me.ices l t s way on 
• _ v .t --1 .L st i an s e rv i c e I · t d t t .cie ¥1or1: to whi c l1 I h 1 • .nave re urne ·o 

called me. · - ave a ways f e lt t i1at God or iginally 

ITe clescr>.th13c.l the student s , the ,. · '--h .... en.c n.e r s , \, _ e curriculum , and 

the facllltle J at t ~e collcce . In conclus ion, 

·ile 9-ave not y r::t hc: c:J ';~ 3.ll \.;~1t.>:. ~ we hope t o b e • . fo want 
t o r e :.:. c :1 norc s tu.denLs . :le ,"Tant t rJ train more Ch"'istian 
·.vor'k0rs . T ·1c1'c arc ;~ttll other co•)rses t o be add~rl 3.:,u 

r1,3.cha.1 •: ; hL L::: ~1er p l ate3.u r: -J i': ace . cuit:i. t i::m t o be r o::i.chod , 
b ut~ :?r,:i• : Jill 0apt :.s ·:.:. ,_,t.i>lc College is u i:;ood si:hool , 
'd 'J 1·!~}-:.: · of -~--~1c p-ra~re ~' s a :1,l :3 1lfll ort of all Ch_ istians . • • • 

Tlic :; tr c·.;.: :· of F:.."'ee ./i l l :3apt l :JL C 1r i s'c lo.n etluc atlon 
110. ..... <.ll-r cl .~!J ': r•v ,::;:-. c: 1,e;.1 ~et co 1.J c call0d :-. !:tlr, ... 1ty rlvor , bu t. 
i t :-m; snr fac ed ::i.nd 1..t i3 lowln~ and grovti.' r, . i do ·10t 
b,;lt ~v ,.:1 th3.t it will e ve r :;o undo:"0roun a,,.ain . 8 

uc t o s pca:::: :;.t. 0 p2rlu9.tion once s ince I ' ve been bac : . :' The 

l1.at c wa s f: 3.y 1 ·1 , 1 971. iie 1;a1·_,.e,-'i. e.bo ,1t t he 1·rorld th/) grarluate ~; 

.:e re ;_~u .i. :-,:~ _:_n t o . The Vietname se J a r was b~ nz. fo u13ht . T:1ere 

lll1e r1""t lo 'J;men t , and e conomic d cp r c s -wer~ f enr s o f lnflnti on , ·• 

:;ion. ":Je are 

op . ci t ., 1-3 . 
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, reV']rs1 O i1 CO i. llll710 i"ali· t~s , wl, ic,1i - ·•. - . s not new tt-:,e1·-· . ._,_,.._, the . ,, 1g1on 1 

1·1o t h0i1 of educ 0 ."': .ton• t ;---. h , •.Le c . u ~·-,-,'-. •i ,, t' 
. · • ·

1 
__ ., ne Parent of the school. 

And nov, educ e.ti on 1 · 1,. 
' L ,.e a r 0 b e lllons t eenn.ge c hild, i ::; _ s:J.-y -

ins to religion, its par c 1t , , 
we have no fur ther need of 

yo Ll 1 
• 

11 He the n montion,.,.cl ,.1 
- \J i.., ..i.1 0 t uldng of '.iible r oa di ng ~.:-id pray-

of ,., h 
l, :.le sc_ ools. ;Ic stat ~·r1. that he was t hanl~f ul f or the 

Chrl~:t ian SC~i.ools spri nr·i nf- .. 11 
· • ...-. -- · , 1,0 ·J ov e; r the countr)' • '.'1ith 

:·,o;nes, scr!ools, e.n<l chur~ 1 -, a ,. t"n ~ "o , t · 
... •. 1..• ~, , . ,. __ , '" urn.1 :- ·1011 s on wht ch Ameri c a 

\/a .::- -;_;u.l lt, crumhlinr; , one con l <l no lo:1c;er say t he U.S. was a 

God-fearl n .'. ::, Christian na t; ·:_ on . nut he , ent ru1,t her to chal­

lenge hi s list eners. 

Pl c,1se do not go i r to 'chis ·.1. 01·lc.l w· 'c:h a f celin~ ,)f 
••• J:~:a:ctsm ••• f op t~is rnr l d ··.'lhich has g() r.-1 ch 
'ifr O(lZ, ':!J.°l.~ ,1 1. t ls 2 l so c. WO i' Jcl of gr ,-- c. ·: opt ort un.t t:: •••• 
J; lrs ls t he ~r ,,nt comr.:i. ssion t o ~o l nto ::?.11 ~he wo".'l 
anil. 11r•e -::•.ch t:10 r'rospcl ~o ev0ry c re :,tt:.r .__ , tcac· .t 1.c '.;.l 1en1 to 
obnerv c a 11 thing:.1 wh.3. t so over Ee 11tl 3 c ,-- :mantled 0 11 a 11cl e 
h o..s :,ro111t sec1. i~o be wl tl: )rou eve n to ~he e nd of the wor l d . 
• • • b e o f good cheer. Chr:i. st, . O. i Chri s t , has ovcr­
c olile l~ he world. Be of r: ood chee r 1lC· 

1Lr'. C- llv,Jr ' s third yea r a t Free 'Jill Baptis e College 

v1as t ,.10 1 97 8-1973 ter:(•. Ile wa s t; ,1e sr,o .sor for t he F1 eshman 

Clas'., tl1 e.t year. In speakln:; t o them , b e me nt ion ed s.11 those 

,_ . l ,,.,., ,1_ld . These i ncl uded extracurr icular ~n ngs any class sponsor-~·-

k f ,_·~_1a11ces, ancJ fu ture plans. He also 
2.ct.tviti cs , school wor , 

spoke o f the i mportance of a strong fa i t ~ , t he i r praye r life, 

, ··r; ll; ai!l Henry Ol i ver .tn an 
19opinion expr es s~:,; b~/~a.s~·,-i lle (Tennesse e ) Free 

8ddrr.,ss l. !'Re "J.., Good Che 0 - ) •. •av 14 1 971. · .., - __, · ' c -nmence1~c~1 L, " ,J , 

.fill BaptLst Blble Colle ge 0 1 
.. ' 
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,'lilliam Henr~r Ol·· 
c' 1. V Cr ga Ve th 

e opening address on Octo-
ber 5, 1972 at the Pri nctpals• 

Conference held at Free ~i ll 
Baptist Bible College. Present, 

Bapt 1st e lemcntary and s eco ndar~, school f 
.v . - s rom several states. 

were principals of Free Will 

The adu.ress was enti t lAd "Pr· t Ch . 
V i va e urc n ne lat ed Schools in 

Americn.n Eclucation - Past, Prcs 0nt , a nd Future ." Church 

schools were nothln~ n th 
u e w on •1e Amerlc2. n scene. ae l :t r,: l ou s mo-

~i vati on brought about the first 
legis la ti on requtrinc; schools. 

Thls was done in the seventeen t h centur :r by t he Puritans in 

Uassacnusetts • So educatio,1 wa s born i n Ame ri<P. , the child of 

the churc ~~. Profes s or Olive·L, then smmnari zed the fight for 

public oduco.tion, the progr e s s and succ e ss of public sc ools. 

For :rears, the3e schools st · 11 emphasi zed Bibl ica l pr i.nc l_ les • 

. ihen such ceased to exis t , L hou r,h , rea s ons be came evident for 

church schools again, and the present Christian educat t on 

111ovement blos s omed. Mr. Oll ver list ed the follO\vin~ reasonn 

under "Why Chrl Gt tan Day Sch ools? 11
: Public s chools a re wi t h ­

out religion, they have loose morals, pe r :t1.i.ssi ve conduct , 

al k los s of sc hool pride, lack of disct~llne, superfici wor, 

:1on-Chr :t s tian teachers, and the y are i gnoring t he wt s he s 

.,, t . e d mrch-rc late <l school of t h e parents. Difficult ies oi 

t public scho•.)ls, finances , 
include competition of afflt .en 

-.r ; 111am Henry Oliver in an 
20oplnion,express;d bleNtTenn~ssee) Free Will Baptist 

udd=ress (UntltlerlJ at Uas~vil Spring, 1972. 
Bible College, ?reshman Cass, 
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buildings, equipment, teachers ( 

well-qual:tfted and a.val lable), 
and accreditation. And wha t of t he future? Mr. Oliver stated 
''I just don't lmow. Only r, d · 

.ro knows." In 1973, Mr. Ollver u sed 
t his material in a class 1 at t he Coll ege.2 

His topic the next morning at the Principals 1 Con-
fe r ence was a f aml 11 ar one "Teaching by Example." He , called 
t,eachi ng by personal example the mos t eff ect i ve· method o f 

teaching_, wh ether inside or outside t he clas s room. The objec t 

of a teacher is the development, improvement, educat i on , and 

progress of human beings. It ls not t he di sseminat ion of sub­

ject matter. Whether it b e ~o t he a dvanta~e o r d i sadvanta6e 

of their students, every teacher teache s by example. ·.'that on e 

profes s es is of little i mportance com~ar ed t o what one pra.c­

ti.ces. "Strive to make as effec t ive as possible your p erso1~al 

influence, and make sure t hat -:,.rou r ex ampl e ·wi ll be a safe one 

to copy." He then called to their att ent i on some specific 

aspects . in which they were to be examp l e s . Listed were schol­

arship, citizenship, optimis n, moral a nd spiritual living , 

and philosophy of life. The fo llowing April Mr. Oliver used 

Chri ti Academy when h e sroke 
t hese same notes at Woodbtne s an 

at one of their In-Service <lays. 
22 

. .. . lliam lle nr-r Oliver i n an ad -
2lopin1 on expressed 0 7! ·,h h 1 i.n Amerim n Education 

, nelateG Sc oo s ) F -lres s ("Private Churc~ ... 11 ) a t Nashvi lle (Tennessee ,, re e 
- Pas t Present and r utur 8 nd clas s at Free ili ll 
Jill B~pti st Principals I confer;ncf 9;2 and -~:> ri 1 18, 1973. 
Baptist Bible College, Octobe r ' · d 

, 11 iam Henry Oll ver in an a -
22opinion expressed "by a ~i Nash~i lle (Tennesseo) Pree 

dress { "Teachi ng by Exei~p l e ) er;nce and Woodbine Chri Dtl an 
!Jill Baptist Principals co~fA ril 17, 1973. 
~cademv October 6, 1972 ana P " , 
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• 

' , r. Oli ver was again called up­
on to spe ak in ch,ipel t F 

a ree Will Bapti s t Bible College. His 
t i t le was "Facing the Futur e.11 3tudents 

were c hallenr;ed to 
face lt unafraid, walking close t" "rod. 

• , ~1 "Advance in the fu-
ture with the idea of ser · 23 

v~ne rather than being served." 

The editor of t he 1 97 3 Lume n , Free ·11-111 
... Baptis t Bible 

College's yearbook, asked the rl ~~hc person t o wri t e about t he 

Christian virtue of ge"lt lene ss . The Lumen fee.t ured arti cle s 

about a number of virtues. Profe ssor Ol i ve r wrot e t hat the 

v!Ord "gentleness" is one of t he most be autLful an d poetic 

vmrds :t n our language. The 1'gentlenes s of Chrls t 11 is r ef 3rred 

to i n II Corinthians 10:1. It is listed as o ne of the fru its 

of the spirit ln Galat ians =-, :22. Mr. Ol i ver t hen wrot e about 

the words 11gentle and gentl~_-. 11 Ile cl ose d \Vt th "Ge ntlene s , I 

1 112 4 r epe a t, ls derivrvJ fro 1n love a nd i s kindness i n ac t on . 

In Aprt 1, 1973, and again i n Augus t o f 1974 Profes :rnr 

C,llver snoke a t 'Noodbine Christian Acadern -:t ' s In-Service ses-

s l :m s . He ent t tled hi 9 rema r1.cs s i n;p l y "Disci pl i ne . tt The t hree 

the ca use s of misbehavior ' a chi cv­nain areas he covered were 

and creat ing self-discipline• Ei s ad -1.nz cla s s room control, 

de f i nit e r ule s and enforce t he~ . vie ~ ~a 8 to ha ve a fe w •· 

Willi am Henr y Ol i ver in an 
23 opinion exp res s ~dnfYa; Nas hville (Tennessee) Fr ee: 

add. Pe s s ( :'Faci~z the Fut~: c Nove mber 3 , 1972 . 
Will Baptist Bi bl e Colle~ , 

. -· .... i•Gent l cness, ., art icle pr ~-
24;·.•111 -tam Henry Olive .. ,. t Bibl e College Year boo .. , 

u - '"/i ll Ba.pt 1. s P:1. red for> Lumen, Free •· · 
no vemb<?. r 15, 1972 • 
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~ ou l., ·,1 ~1en n 
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cer a Ln. 

Again ln Ja 
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ecessary , nwift and 

, "11.la ".'V of 1 971 Hr ~1 • 
~ ' , • u 1. v 2 p .:; -n_., oke i·n 1 1 C _iape • 

-:re as aln comrn,mdecl t he s ·'· it i . t 
· l, · r e n ~3 nnd faculty . He stat ed that 

''I am a Jnrlg e of scho J l " ::l.!.1 -J t - h ')-
, -- ' '· · a c ers • rt..., o That certainly l s 

,10 t. to be doubted. 
He challenged the students t o prepare tor 

t; he ·uo:r k G- ') :4. :1ad for each t o rlo . 

In November of 197 4 , Professor 01 L v r➔r f r C>!Ti Fre e ,"il ll 

::3aptist Bl ble College wen t; to t 1--~ l.T~t.L· o r.
1
_~_1 1 ~ 1~ - ~ Pr ee Will Bapti st 

Hea dquarters , a lso i n Na s•wille, t o .·:) ':j~:r . }fl s <lovo t ional 

t hOi.t;~}1t s WC!'e o r1 " ;,hn ' s ~c fuge - Trust i. n0 in Tt !'!le of Fe ar . " 

3c:elpt1.n'e !'0ferences we r e several :)as ::; a :~e s .'.. n Ps alms lnclu d -

1.ng 102: 25-27. 27 

'T.'he mos t vital li :-fr. l. 11 PrP.c .IJ'i.11 apt.ls t Bible Cdl­
le~c ' s c1n1n is her t e ac~1ers. 'l'eo.c tcr s 1led tc:1te l to l}od -
Lhe.Lr sLud~nc s - -:}duc::!. t, Lo 1 - I' li:;i1t. One s t tC (l ns.n _1a s 

,Jcdicite : his w:1o l c lt fe t o e du c::.. ti on . And why? lie l ove s 
God - :1i_:; s 'i.; ude nt s - 3duc::.. t t 011 - r i ght . 

Be c 2use OL tb.i s l ov e , cledi c a ti n a n•l lo alty exe.,,pli­
f v hi s life as :rn e riuc :::.:. tor. 'l'he 1 975 Lumen sta.t'f w1 she s 
t; :i."'ecosnizc sucl1 un ::.. .t lin~ ~oyalty to hoa s.nd educati on 
in t 1.1e only waJ we k n 0 w how • ..,S 

25un :tnion expre ss cc. h :r ,'/illia-m r!enrJ li;e r l~ ; n 
adc,r r.: s s ( ''D5.scipline") 3.t l'l a s•w ·i.~ l e (Tennes s ee) ,Jood b1nv 
Christian Academy, Apr-i. 1 17, 1 97 ) and Augu st 29, 197 4. 

6 · 'Hlli "enry Oll ver i n :.1.r1 2 tJ-oinio n expr-e ssea b :r 1 E!.ITI n ) '·'ill Baptist 
3.ddress (Untitle d) a t Ua shville (Ten.,e ssee ◄ ree ., 
Bible College, Janua ry 24 , 197 4 • 

• ·r• lli :-~e nri· 27 1,. -· i on ex nr essea. by .,1. . _am · ,J 

,J1nn · , stln 1.n Ti lile of 
address ( 11 Mn.n ' s Refa~e - Ti ~ ee ~ill Bapt ist 
ville (Tennessee) Na "ional • r 

Oliver i YJ :i.n 
Fear") a t; Nash­
Hea. dqu '.3.rters , 

October 9, 1 £71. 
. ,. . Lume n (fias lwille: Free //ill 

98 ·~• • · 11 i· e d.'. v') r , --"" l ') 1-:; - Je9. ':-l 1-~Lc1r1. -- ' staff 1975), PP• -- V o 

Ba9tist 3tble College, Lumen ' 
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So reads the .·~edi t· 

' ca ion of th - 19 
- 0 75. Lumen to Professor 

Wi lliam Henry Olive J · r. ean Flcirilli 
' editor, made the presen-

tation of the first 
copy to ih •. Oli v---r 1::-i. chapel shortly be­

fore the closing of the spi- Lnq: semester. u,r. 
t-:, rn Oliver had been 

1mown to serenade his ii'ng li 3 h cl 
~ -' ., as s e c; on t h0 harmonica. Thus, 

the Lumen staff presented hi·n ... ·tth 
'· •· a new one. To show his 

appreciatio~, he performed on it for t he faculty and studont 

body. 29 As one student ni. 1 t it, vre ha,.J. a 11 1: c.. unusual chapel. 
11 Everybody l oves ths. t man. 1130 

Included in the Lumen was Mr . Oliver's ar ticle on 

11 Called to Teach," He stated tha l~ he believed that just as 

surely as God called him to pre ach and sing , He called him to 

te:::i.ch, Ha vine; d0ne all t 1u•ee, 11od ha ;:, erac10 .1sly blessed in 

all t h ree ac t. ivitles. In c oncL.t sLm, 11 The stude ts at Free 

::ill Baptis t Tilble College '.lre the fi nest r,rou p of young 

~eople t':la t I have ev0r known. I ho ·,e tha ~ God wi ll call many 

of th~:m tc teach. 1131 

Little has been s3.id a.bo ut the classes ,1r. 011 ver has 

h. ac t,.1?.. l wor {. ·:11a.t h ave his con­tau8ht at th8 college or is 

tribu tions in t~-ie education departme nt been? He has helped in 

, 1, . ning i)r ogr!lm an d many more co urses 
developing the Tea c ~0 r raL . 

are now listed in the college cRtalog . uwe have used his 

College 

r en " Free Mill Baptist 
"0,, .,d. . Pres:'ln· ts ....,u.rn ' 1- -
~ w ~ i~or - 7 Bulletin, (May /.Tune ' 19 0 ) • 

" 1 Edwards' Apr L 1, 197 5. 
30Rick rtasberry to ua e 

· t p 14. 
3l?ici r illi, 0 P• ci ., - • 

Bi bl-3 



149 experience, his judgmont ·~t 

, t u.s 3treneth.3, and 
own personality th0 weight of his 

• • • He ls popular with the 
3 students and re-

spected highl~·~ '' 2 In Mr. Oli Ve -r> r 
- s own words 

There has been g . .. ' 
tea9her training •• r~ -,t~o~~Pfnsion or our program in 
faculty members. r am .,..oud ; n cru rses offered and 1 n 
tion and of our entlrePf~ ltf ou~ depar tment of educa-

p . a cit y a.ri.a st ff pre ar1.Eg, • • • workers f-.,,, • a • • • • we are 
for Christian service . 0

~ a f ield in w!nch the demand 
time and in the irru·ried i ~~e e;p~ci e.lly great at the p resent 
dents are • • • the kind of u Cure• . Very many of our stu­
in the profession cf tc ".1 c l 1 ris! st ians, v.horn God can use 

°' -1 ng. . 

Professor Oliver has not finished hts work at Free 

J ill Bap tist Bible C 1 0 lege • He wi 11 re t :.1rn to teaohing dutioa 

t :1ere for the fall serne ster, the T-ord wi lling. 

Thus far, this work has largely been a sulJlllary of 

1J:tllt ain Henr~r Oliver's l lfe ' s worlc with occasional references 

to other acti vi t tes. Thoug.1 Mr. Ollve r h as gone beyond the 

call of d l!c 21 ln his vocati o~1, he has also found time t o devo t e 

to several worthwhile causes and organizati<ns. One wi ll be 

examined 9.:1d others v'lill onl~r be menti oned tn . assing . 

The one to be exami ned ls Mr. Oliver's co ntr tl::iutions 

to the YMCA, He was the f ather o f the Yi,:cA Branch idea in 

Nashvtlle and was instrumental in organizi ng the East Center. 

iie was a charter member of the East Cent 8r noard, which was 

the first center in Nashv i lle. · e was among t h8 grou p t hat 

The gro up lnt ervi eVled 
cor1cei ved of Community YMCA Programs• 

0 Johnson President of Free 
32statem.ent by Dr. L. •onal 1nt:rv1ew, June 12, 1975. 

Will Baptist Bible College, pars 

33Picir1111, loc. cit. 



150 '.:lnd emp loyed Comer Teal as "·J , • 
1 

- · . l asnvi le• s ftrst Connnunit ~T P;:>0-
gram Dtrector. He served 011 i:i •.=my 

of his 00aPtl•s conuntttees and 
was Chairman of tho 13oa i •d r•or two t · 3•1 

errns • Ile was Chat r-man 
clurl ng the sec ond !l.nd thlrJ years of it 

s exbtence, and he had 
been the Secretary-Treasur~r a uring it r· t 35 

~ s _1rs year. He was 
t he principal speaker at 'Ra t YMCA' i 

~ s . 1 s F r st Annual Pr o" ress 
t? 

;-i,,,.nort Dinne ro Fei::ot-" n 36 , . 1 
. , .... • - ,t .., Lg . 11:r . 0 i ver wus a stro ng supporter and 

worker in the Capital Fund:,; Campa i gn l e adtng to t he const ruc­

tion of t he new Fami ly YTWA Buildi nr on Gallatin Roa d. The 

East Center, under h is philosophy , be c ame the fi r st Fami. l .r 

Y1,1CA i n N as:1ville and wa s aino ~1.g the fi ~s •. in t he country. Each 

year a Special Communi t y - '::!,· CA Servtce . W!;ird i s l ven t o an 

i n<ll.vi 1lu :.1l ·:ho ~1 as :nade 011 t:3t a.ndlnF.; contrilmt i ons to the 

Uan ;willc Communit y and the ':1~CA . ".W:,', ·. 1,_m;:;_;p RE , >:: IT 

n1~.301NED t hat N~ LLI A!,r; IIEtT'.! OLTVEl be awarded the ~CA •:: 

3PECL \L ss:--l·lf'IcE FLAi~TJE . 11 Tho plaque v, ~. s p r esented. on i1 ay 13, 

d 1· Cl ub o--.. the occasio1 of the As -1975 at the T:ill woo Courn~r:,.r 

sociation I s 100th Annual r.iec tL g an d Awar ds Banquet· The 

d 1 ~eorge H. Ca Le ' .Tr ., a former stu­present ati on was ma. e )~1 

a ~ashvi lle at t orne y . As 1 ~ a ,. i rer dent of Vr . Gli vcr' s arvl · 

Oliver h a s indeed left a great in arlc said, 1'Mr. ·,n 11.i.. 3.,n Henry 

. . 1074_1975 ! as nvt l lc ' s 
31 1, Jill i arrt nen !'y 01; V:Jr 11.~c r_,~ ;r,' 11 100th t\nnu=il 

· ·- · · •t ~r1"~ Serv , ce .'1.• ' d c try Club. Y/ CA 1 3 Jn ,:i c i.al Co"U!'l U !°'J.l ·. - · ··, - 1 G7 5 , Hil l\'!OO oun 
• 1 na .'iquet , r,1ay 13' ::eel:,in ·:r a ·, c:1 !~';'l 'J.l."' C S 

- ~ u·11ver , pers onal 35 ,r • 1 ., · am !Ienry 
0 t, a te ::·1ont b7 :,ii .J. :L 

int ervievr, J un3 J.8, l\ .i? S. 



for good on his co mmunity a ,1d 
is h i ghl y deserving of thi s 

1137 Award. 

In 1975, Mr. Oliver , 
rece i ved h.ts twenty-five year 

151 

l.> in f f', ) -1 th/} A.nterican Red c H 
.ross • - e is a p ast Pre s ident of the 

·:!ashvil ~.e Ctvi.tuns. He 'ln :i.l so a thtrty- thi r d degre '.; T1la sot1 , 

ine of only abont ~ifty .tn t he state. 38 There are in his notes 

1n:.ir1y 3.ccounts of his speeches 3.: 1<J ot~cr activi.tL0s as o. i,'lason. 

At t~1c i nvltati ,Jn of r•'ulto~1. 'Silwards , dors :-i'l. pfu l Mast c:r·, he 

that t 'r:e ho1·,!e i s the ke :t t o a nation 's r,reatnes s . ·•:r . Oli ver 

:.11:1.d s~rved a.s c,1apter advis -')r for De fi ol:1,; . Re natl al so arti ­

cipat e;d :i.n i1J. m:r proe; r-run:1 o f t~(? ...,ainl>ows . 3everal times !10 

!·10.d spoken i-,o C!JC .'i:ast0 r n ";co.r. 3Q 

Chaf• Gi:)r 3 made n 0tc of ~ev • . )ii_ vJr ' s spcuKin~ rog­

ul :-1.r l y 3. t, t · ic FrY 1tec '=111lr1s at Dunbar 's Cha.pel. He has a l so been 

• 1 0~ th<::r!.r .io1 ecom-a guc s L s[)e :-:t~·:ei· a t v ~.:..rt o,.t 3 other Cl urc.1cs 

On 11 ;,na t 1 3 "'o ,u~ ·{e l :11".iot1ship to God ?" 
lncs. In 1961 he spoke 

. , 1- · • • 5 .,,_ h lll"C~ 40 iast l ashvil l e 
.1t the InJi 2-n 1,: 0 ;J11d Unl te '5 c.,!10 1. v .J - • • 

• -~ II 1 QC o Cit • 
37 ,, :fill~ n.:r. ;re nr ~T ,.:,,1 ~v s1· ,l:! .. n-'1e 1 ••• , -

~, ·-·• ..,, ..... --- ::3n!'y uli v :: r , personal 
v ...;5;..,.,te::icnl~ u,· :11..L _._ _ ...... . t 

int erview , 5~1f·g, 19~5. 



r;, c 1·,, I 1 1 71. 0 • 1t i "' t C' ·r• r e 1• ·· • · · ""' •• · • 0
, nurcll had a 11 ..... i 

, ,eg. nner~i , HanecQn i nrr11 in 
1958 . The t :10n:c was "T . c, 

162 

· rain t he Chi l d . 11 Th , 
· os ,~ .vho h gd b e en l n 

s ome :w e :, e nt n,eginners . ('.'I • 

uin c e Rev . 011 v··r· wo.s 1-1 i . - • , .1e pas~o1· when 
L:':1c clas s vrn ;:; or<?an:tv•d \) . . .....,, , 

' , Cl . 1 , 11 41 T 

he C:8.v e r e t · 
:.i v o .LO!l'.3. l t h ouchts on ''Trai. n-

i '(l[, ,.:, : ,8 1 ). r ; • .dort o n TT • 1 t 
,·,e L.=r: ,. Ji' r e e ':Jill Bapt .i. st . Cht1r~ ~1 had 

t.11c'. Ll' 1 065 IIo·i1 e c orri 0 1G o ;.1 3e_rrt e:,i 'i)e r l ? . " 
- , ,CV . Oli.v vr delivor e d 

t::-ie mornL ~c '. :1e s s a r, e on "~hr0 c Tr.i nc1s or. TT • 42 .:)1:1ec o11",1ngs . 11 13e t hle-

h0rn Free ';'/t ll 3 3.p ~.ist Ch11r c n n r, 0_ 1, A 1 1 '-- s.1 3.:VJ Ctt:r a sl-:e r1 trv~ pa s - · 

t or of t J:. ·:> •~'.mrc:1 -~ n 1 933 t. o c omc '9 re ac;1 a t t heir 1972 rro:n e-

co1,·1.i.. n ;3 . : 'JV. Cl .i.v ·_•r u. seL1 J cl·,n 3 :lG nn,.1 k r.: f hl " Jll .e - O or f1 Scr i p.-

1L would l nvolvc c ons t derable e f for t t o cover Mr . 

13a,'lt I s t Churc.1·1o TYlstead , t he author has chos en some remerks 

abo1; t Ea st ' 8 :rr:;. o1<3f.,n Ann i Ve r sary. 11 C~12pter 11 s t a t ed t' ~t 

Dr o . Ol t v ,.:-r bro 1 ,rb~ t; ~ •:- ;·,:e s s age 0 ;1 3eptemher 11 , 1973 as that 

day wa s t h e '1T\ick-Off 11 <1[1.tt: f o1' t~'!c ~' e~ r l o 1g an .nl vc, r ar : ee l-

i:: h r a t L m . I t •;ras onl~- natu J' '.l l that '.'!ill l ar.1 Henry Oliver c-

, 11 l' \ l vcrsary' ' Commit tE.' . This ca ·1c th e 8h :,_ i_ r :na r1 of ,.:1c r o oe n I nn 

1 1 , b ·•Ji ll' ~11 rrcnr, 01 t vc1· l n 'J. 
.?, t; at emen t expr ~s s e 0 Y ·, 1 ~ " ~ - ) ...., t 

se :•111 on ( "'rr::i r. n ing t he Chi ll111
) , at ~·I as~v~ ll~ _(,1~nnf ~; ; ~ eia. s 

rt e. JJ.wl lle Fr 0e ~·1111 Bar> t is t Cnurc •! , .reort1c.r. ' 

40 l b Y ,,;r1 ll i 3.-~ 1:enr y Oll vi;r l n a ) 
< )tateinent exp r es Fel -~ " - 11 ) ·. i. n a s lwi llc (Tennes se e 

se .'mon ( 11 rri ,,,.,.,,, ,,.., p Ki nd s o f Eon;e c ')r" i.nr; s ,a ,., pt~•r;bP l' 1~ , l GG 5. 
_._.-. .u. V _. . • t Chur cr1 \J0 fj ll ' -. -

Hc·.•ton Helr.r1ts Fre e Wi ll Rapti s - · ' · 
u -

' , -.- :,:iilH am ifon r -y Ol i V f-'1' i !1 a 
,13 t t; .1- P.x·o-.... ., -- sCL' 1) .. • ) B t' 1 hem Pree - 3 · a emen. 1., J ... ~ - ., ,, • t r (Te nn.e s se e a !1 e. ·· 

s e:-mon (Un t i t l e ci ) a t As !1l an:.3 vi , ;i ;, 
:'Ji ll Bapti st C}m r cb , May 7 , 1 97 2 • 



153 co1ru11i ttee compiled the Golr,cn 11 . 
-l. i emor" l oo, i --.;.;..,w..~ ~ nan eff ort to re-

capture t he f .i.rs:; f1fty rr ,--. ar Th 
.; -" s • ey dedicate :l · t t t· h 

L o e memor:, 
of Fannie :r·olston' s undnunt c ,·; ;-- . 1.-

• a.L 1., £1 , persoti·,1 dedicn.t:l on ond 

love for tl1e Lord • . iilll2.m Henr~r 01· 
u 1-V(;r ls 11.' :,-t,.,a ar.: L, "' ~ L, 11e pas-

tor fr rn~ Septemb0r of 1 921 until o 
ctob~r. of 1926 !ll1d ago.in 

from October of 1934 untll Ha,v, of 1935. ·r 
;1 . JI . Oliver wrot e an 

article, 
11 

A Note Concerni n;s 1Jur 11". u sl c, 11 which port r~lYed the 

:nus le program over the years. "Occ as t on::i.lly Brother :Ji 111
81

;, 

IJen.cy Oliver, first !)asto r and ch9.rt-=r 'nomh e r of the h _ c . urc. 

sing s a solo, as he has been doin13 fo r f ift~r years •. 11 On "An­

ni ver-s a.ry Sunday, 11 Septemb0r 9 , 1974, it was the task of the 

char te r r.iembers to hlow out fift y c a; cJlos on a huge htrtlld 'J 

ce.ke. Rev. J. I ,. ';ielch , fo rmer pas t; cl r an cl organizer of t he 

c!lurc~·1, wa2, tl-10 spe ake r f or the day . 3pecial musi c wa. !' pro -

vidad in th,:;~ eveninr; by Henry Oliver , J o:m Oltver, anti L. G. 

On 2.t least ':. hree occ 9.slons s nee f!. r. Oliver was 

pr:1.nc tpal at Sast IIl c:h, he has delivered the Baccalaure 9.te 

, "F 1th 11 

t th"'t scl.,.ool. On June 1, 1958, he spO J{e on a - , sermon a~ "' 

• 1 ld b e- more profitable to think as the re was no to~ic wh1.c_1 cou 

45 hi Fi rst" was his on for that hour. r1.Putti 11g Fi rs t T ngs 

·r C 't '- ee Golden Memor~ Book, 4411
Golden Anni ~0rs'J.rJ' 1~~~ ~antlst church, I 7:rr-

(Nas":wille: Ease Na s h v.1 ll 9 Free · ... 
PP • 1 , S , 11-16 • 

1, ·Villl u.m Henry Oliv -C? : in a 
45~tate'nent expres ;, e d )Y i ) '7ast Nashvill e. High ~, . 11 (Tennessee _.., 

sermon ( 11 Fal ::.:1 ") at Nashvi e 
School, June 1, 195:3. 



154 topic in 1961. A few mont' ~ 1 -
. 11.., a l.er, he 

used. these note s when he 

Convr--ntion 46 It 
-.-,re a ch0d at the Negro Chur ~- t 
). C.J o God 

~ • was two ,~,h ·v11 ;, years lat er . en ·:- 11 r.m Uenr -:_r Ol i ver 
came to East as t he 

naccalaureate 

r'Nhat is Your 

speakep uga. · I{ 
. J.!l. e us ed a favorite dd . a ress on 

Relation::htn to r,od?" Th 
· ' .:1 • e Students at Hume-

por.r ' s Baccalaureo.te 11-1 1864 h<=•a.-... d .1..h 0 
.J " .1. · v e same ques t ion, .'.lnd it 

was a year l o.t er• t hat the add res s was .r::iven ' 
- a 'c Cumberland 

C"" h 1 47 Iiigh 0C .. 00 • 

"Succes s in ~ ,.., 11 - ."\n:r va.reer seemed an appropriate tl tle 

for a Conn r;encement Add:,_•es s . P1"'ofes s or OH ver had earlier used 

these not8s al~ Aust i.n ~1 eay Stat e Unive rs U) , 0 career uay . He 

used t he spe r ch for coi~e n cement at W. T. Thomas Ii Gh School 

in 1965, a!~ Davlcl Lipseo r'b !!ich School a few cl".ys l a t E,r , and 

2.t 17t. 01-tv f: JunioP Collei0 tn 1966. l,~r. Oltvor wan e :J eo t al­

ly r:lad to go to Mt. Ql :t ve as t t cook lu:1~ 1 ack to East c r>n 

North Ca1'olina where he had s p ent some time in t he ear l p!ll't 

of hl a teachine; career. Ile had declined. the off er to become 

the Dean a t this collo;;e 1:.'h0n he was at 3elmont because of 

so m2.ny ties in Nash ville. Mr. 01 .L ver' s words there vs.ri ed 

some from his usual "Success in Any Career." His key word5 

hi notes were f ound were man, heroes, gi~n cs, a nd ~od. · Among s 

·n11iam Henry Olive r in a 
46stater.ient expr e s :·.e J 'oy v II t Nashvil l e (Tennessee) 

sermon ( "Putting First Ti1 i ngs Fir9t 
) C~ . ~,1 of God conve n­

East Nashville tlifh Sc~10ol and ~eg~
6
tmr~, 

tion, JfaJ 29, 1961 and August 2 , • 
'Villi " l'il. Hen r~ Oliver in ::i 47 s ceJ. b,r · "" ' • h • 11 ,... Stat~ment exr,rc _, •· .• t o rrod?") at Nas- vi ,... v 

sermon ( " :lhsi.t is Your 1elat ~:n.sh1P,_ 1- "Iurnc - Fogr Hi ~h ,Jchool, 
( · 1J , .r. !'." •) Sc i100 ' .. 1964 ·rnd Tennessee) 7ast NaS '.1V1. ,_. 11

'-<o' 2 1 Q63 ~.1ay 31, , a 

and Cumberla~(l High Sc1.ool, June ' ·· ' · 
l,!a,r 31 196 5 

,J ' • 



these poems: "If" by Rudyard Kipling, 155 · 
11
Excelsior" and 11A 

Psalm of Life" by Hen,,.y ,4 Longr 11 
. • e ow, anc; "God, Give Us Men" 

by Josiah Gilbert Holland.48 Henry Oliv 
er was µresent at 

Stewart county High School's graduation in 1969. He 

to make a few l''ema.rks and graclou sly did so. 49 
was asked 

Dedications a.re i nvariably occasions for speakers to 

wax eloquent. ~'ltlltam Hen r y Oliver has been on hand to make 

pemark:s a.t several. The Rc0d-Cox Memorl al Chap el on the ca.mp,ls 

of Ten 1Jessee Tech in Cookeville, was de '~.ico.ted on Decembe r· 13, 

1959. 'rhis chapel is a part of t11e Wesley Foundation rt.ethodlst 

s tudent Center and was named in =-ionor of Mr. James Hugh Reed 

and Mrs. Ethel Reed Cox. f.fr. Oliver was one of t hree people 

who gave "Personal Tributes. 1150 Bellwood Elementary School in 

Murfreesboro was dedic 2.ted in 1963. Superintendent of lashville 

Scho ~ls, Mr. Henry Ol i ver, presented an appropriate Dedica­

tion Addres s . It was indeed a. long way from McGregor School 

t o Bellwood, in many respects, as Mr Oliver pointed out, but 

48optnion expressed b-,r Wi lliam Hen r y Oliver in an ) 
address { "Success in Any Career"). at Cla~~:~11;~ ~~~~~~~ 
Austin Peay State University, trr~lS~~;ol M~y 21, 1965, at 
Ct ty {Tennessee) W. T. Thanas - g Hi h'Schooli June 4, 
Nashville {Tennessee) David Lip~fomt jj10r college, June 5, 
1965, and Mt. Olive (North Caro na 
1966. 

. lli m Henry Oliver in an 
49optnlon expres ~ed ~)) -~t Do~er (Tennessee) Stewart 

address {"Graduation Remarks 
1969 County High School, May 22, • 
bv William Henry Oll ver in a.nee) 

50opinion expressed ., l") at Cookeville (Tenness 
'.:I d.dre ss { "Dedication of a Chal~~g 
Tennes se) Teoh, December 13 ' 0 

• 
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the essential elements of learning were stl ll the same. 51 

,,,he W. H. Y a.rbrour;h (1.ymna ~ l um a t We st lt1 h 
l ~ wa~ dedicated 1n 
1964. John Ollver, Henry• s brother, was the pr1no1pal there. 

f rofessor Willi am Henry 011 ver of Belmont College dell verecl 

the Dedice. ti on Address. 'rhe opposing team to p lay t hat night 

was East IIi~h • s Eagles. It had been tvrent y-five years earlier 

when Henry made so,,., ,,. I'emar ks at t he declica tion of the foot­

ball stadium at West. Ironically , East ,vas the opposing team 

then. Eis wi s h ha d not cha;-1.ge d . I t was t ha t g ood sportsman-

s htp prevail a lways anrl that "may you never be beaten . . . by 

'.J. n infe ri or tea)n. It i s n o d i s gr a ce to los13 to a team that is 

better • • • n52 11Great ness" wa s Mr. Olt ve r ' s t opl c at the 

cledic:.1 t lon of tho John F. Kennedy &:m r1 tlo om at t he No.s hi ngton 
~ 7. 

Junior Hl(J'h 3chool. no 

Oliver ts flrs t an Amertc ~ri , b ut h e i s al so 2. 

Sout he rne r. ,. v ·v.l. .! +- l_east t ,_- ..t ce he h a s addres s e d the Daueht er s of 

d a bout u'l'he Con_sti t i ti on11 the America 'l Revolution . Re tal ke 

on the "Difficulti es of . i n 1968. 54 I n 1973, he g av ~ a t a lk 

address 
mcnt9.ry 

address 
School, 
1054. 

, ,,. lli am Fcnry 011 ver in an 
510plnton expres s ed oy ··; { ~ ssee) Bell\te od Ele-
(Unt t tle d) at ~urfreesbo6 ~ 1T96en3 e 

... · · l ~ a~ ~ 9 • Sch ool Dedica vl O(: , ,. ~· ..., , . ., n 

r.:0 , 1-- ··v'i lllam i-Ienry 0l i verdr 1 ~~i - ,1 
o .... Opln i on eX!)res s e '1 ) . 1 ,' "Se e ) West E gr 
( Untitled ) a t Na s , 1vl l l c .Tennhe G"' -mnnasium , Nova,,1J0r 23 , ,:, ... ~, Yarbrou g J ,. __ 
D1) cl ication O.i.. .J • · · • 

Oll Vr>r i n an ad-
r:: '7'. s secl ,,. , ··n 1 lie.m :re nn )r H bi nr-t on Junior 
;)o c,ninion expre . · 11~- (Tenne s see has ·19~.; 

· " ) t J'T a s nv 1. .., • • a~· 3 o v • dPes ~ (
11
Gre8.t ness a ·n f JFf Band :rzoo1;-i , 1" J ' 

Hi gh Sc hool, Dedication rr , . 
011 

ver l n an ad-
d . Ti1li 3J:l i ,c!lr u · gr> ~ ) ?rench 

54 0-oi n i ::m expr e s se . :~ysc .. ot t•s :Ull (Tenne~ .., .., 14 1 968 . 
~ t · 11) a v , i septemoer , dre ss ( ?' rn he :' 8nst;it u .L OD • . Re vo l ut on, 

L. ... . ..; ./!I t 'i ,... '\mer J. c an . ·lc k Daug rit ,2 r s o .1. .L - · 



157 ·-var for Independence. 11 55 The Un·t 
1 

, i ec. Daughters of the Co11fed-
eracy met at the Sam Davl s Ho~ e in . . 1958. 

Mr. Oliver spoke in 56 
rn ernory of Sam Davis. ·The Vanderbilt 

Darn os heard Henr y Oll ver 
speak on "The Face of the 3out :i II a beautif 

1 ' u , sad, sweet, and 57 
happy face. .Professor Olt v in• addressed the I' t 

0
,_. t c 

11 
• .1..1. Ve .,on-

f ode r9. t e Circle. It was a T.:erno rial Servi c(! t ,J i.lono r ull Con-

fede r u te dea<l an,J t o pay :'l -Oeci3.l tri h ,.l t e t o Jef f er s on Do. vl s.58 

The Jaycees, the Lions, Business and Professional 

'.'J omen, Senior Citizens, and Br ea lcfast C:lu.b s have heard 1.fr . 

Oliver speak in the las t few y ear s. Once, he even spoke t o the 

Tenne s see oureau for Lathi ng and Plastering. Twice he address­

ed Deta Club •Jon vent i ons. An observati o•1 of Mr. liver's 

s peech notes is an ex,erience. 

Durinr t he las t eleven years, / r. Ol i ve r ha s been 1on­

oreJ a.'1d y:, raised b y many gro ,.lps a. s well as l ndi vidual s , The 

final c hs.~-:i ter of thl s worl,: has rre sen t e ,J a n Lrnbor of t hese• It 

t f t h On IIen ,., -j, Ol i v ~r• s accom lish-ls n eedle s s ::, o common 11!' _.e r i 

ment s . The evide:.1ce 1·1as be en presented t o verify the fact 

55 ; iilli m T-Ienr v Ol i ver in an. 
Opinion exprc s se:1 by I fe ~nde~ce 11) at Nashv.i. l l e 

address ( 11
::::>if f iculties ~f #ar ~;~r i~~ ~evolution Luncneon, 

(Tennessee) Daughters O .!. the .;uivr - · 
February 22, 1973. 

. . · 1uam: He:r Oil ver tn an 
55opinion expresseo. by r/1.( P. United Daughters 

") -'- ... yrnn Tennesse J address ("Sa:n Davis av .::>m 
958 of t he Confed8racy, i,~ay 31, 1 • 

Ol{ver in an . ~ ·· 'lliam ] en-ry ... ,,, ) 
5'7 Opini on expr~~so ~ bt)) at Nashville (Tennesse., 

ad,lr e ss ( "The Face o~ ,,11C ,)~u igsl. 
Vanderbilt Dames, February ' in an 

r1 nr'' Oliver 
b- --✓illi am • e " ) confed-

58opinion exprcss ec. { 'r hvllle (Tennessee 1965, 
• 3 11 ) a " l i as June 6 , addres s ("Jeffe r '.,On Dav 1 ' t :, iivet Ceme te r y , 

t e P. s I 1l • ,J -era e 7.·1emori g_ l Serv L c., , , .. 



158 

nts life is 11 liken ••• unto a wi s e man, which built his 
t na.t ·· 

upon a rock: And the rai n descended, and the -f loods 
nouse 

co.me, 
and t h e winds blew, an.i'l beat. upon t hat house; anrl i.. t 

f ell not: 

59 
fo r 1 t was f o1m <l ec.l Lrpo n a. rock . 11 
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