E£merald Hill

High on a windy hill overlooking the confluence of the Red and Cum
berland Rivers there stands the Alumni Center of Awustin Peay State
University. For generations this had been the home of members of the

Henry family

It was here that the ‘‘Eagle Orator of Tennessee,”” Gustavus Adolphus
Henry, had lived and it was this property that his great-grandson, Patrick
Henry Cross, had conveyed by his will to A.P.S.U

The property is listed in the National Register of Historic Sites, not

because of the building but because of the owner, G. A. Henry. Attorney and

leader, holder of public offices in the State of Tennessee, he had been
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Truly, the name given by Gustavus A. Henry was appropriate. It w
emerald hill. The native beech trees and towering oaks shielded the house
from storm and provided shelter and food for the squirrels which abounded
there. In autumn the children and adults gathered the beechnuts, relishing
the sweetness therein ; they shared with the squirrels storing these nuts and
acorns for winter food

Birds sang and nested in the area, known to all as Henry’s Grove, as when
the Confederate Veterans met in convention in Clarksville. The social life of
young and old was a gracious part of the heritage of Emerald Hill
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