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ABSTRACT 

Tennessee , the "V olunteer State , " is historically kn own 

for r e spond ing to the call to arms wi th en thusiastic fervor . 

Tennessee's participati on in the Mexican War was no exception . 

Five infantry regiments and one cavalry unit were organized 

from the State of Tennessee . 

The pur pose of this study is to shed light on the Second 

Tennessee Vo lun tee r Infantry Regiment . Scholarship on Colonel 

William Bowen Campbell ' s "Bl oody Firs t " Regiment , heroes of 

t he Ba tt l e of Mont err ey , ab o nds . The Sec ond Tennessee played 

just as imp or t an t a r ole i n effect ing an American victo ry in 

Mexic o . I t f or med a n i n eg r a l pa r of o r f orces at the siege 

of Vera cr uz . As he on l y Tennessee r egi en actively engaged 

at Ce rr o Go r o , it sus ained he a y as altie s . Ye t , mon ument s 

we r e not built s o ely o ho n e valian Sec ond ; poems of 

pr a i se we r e no wri en . he · r ourage ous ee s ha ve largely 

bee n f or go en . 

I n or de r to pla e em h- eg e t e hi s to ry of the 

Seco nd Ten es s ee in ers e ive , i is es s ent ial first to 

exam i ne the backg r ou o 

r e s po ns e to the o tb r eak of 

of th e Seco nd , i s ca aig 

e t ex a a r and ennessee 's 

os~ili · es . The or ganizat i on 

s , an · o r ey ho eward will be 

discusse d . Ot he r per inent top i c s include : Majo r General 

Gide on J . Pill ow (Te n ess ee Brigade Co mande r ) , Colonel Wil ­

liam T. Haskell ( Co ander of th e Sec ond Tenne ssee ) , and the 



debacle at Cerro Gord o ; prof ile of Haskell ; proposal to bui l d 

a monumen on th e gr o nd s f he s a e api ol t o t hose of 

t he Firs Te nnes see wh ied a on e r ey ; th e on ent at 

Lawr enc e b rg to a Tennesse a s w 0 ie n e exican Wa r ; 

ve te r ans ' or ganiza i on s lo y : or e s s a s o iers ' 

homes f or vol n:ee!'s ; !'e r.:.. _, ;1 o: \ex:. a .. -..: ar e e ans a ash -

ville , Tennessee ; s · o so: ~he e o "'e essee . 
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CHAPTER ON E 

Pr elude to Wa r 

The or igins of th e Mexi a n ar were r oo ted in an ongo i ng 

d ispu te between t he United Sa es and exico . The conduct of 

the par ies i nvo l ved , pa r 

for Ame ri an gri ev a n es , 
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and co nfiscati on of ou r me r chant vessels and their car ­
goes was a ready resource , and if t o accomplish t heir 
pur po ~es it became necessa r y to imprison the owners , 
captai ns , and crews , it was done . Rule r s superseded 
rulers in Me xi co in rapid success ion , but still there 
was no change in th is system of depredat i on. The Govern­
ment of the United States made repea ted reclamati ons on 
behalf of i ts citizens , but these were answered by the 
pe r pet rati on of new outrages . Pr om ises of redress made 
by Me xic2o in the most solemn f orms were postponed or 
e vaded . 

Mexico blatantly disregarded the first in a series of 

treaties of "amity, commerce , and naviga t i on" (April 5 , 1831 ) 

and repeatedly delayed the negotiations of three conventions 

(A pril 11 , 1839 ; January JO , 1843 ; Nov ember 20 , 1843) . Mexi ­

can commissi on ers requested that time limi t ations for payment 

of claims be extended . Mexico was to pay in twenty ins t all ­

ments the sum of $2 , 026 , 139 . 68 which had been awarded to the 

claimants . By April JO , 1843 , the claimants had recei ved from 

the Mexican government the interest due , and only three of 

t he t wenty installmen t s ha d been paid . Mexic o continued t o 

ren ege on its "s ol emn t r ea ty s t ipul at i on s" desp i te the Novem ­

ber 20 , 1843 convention which attempted t o ma ke set t lem ent 

a dj ustment s and excuses for Me xic o ' s clai ms evasions . Presi ­

dent Ja mes K. Polk referre d to a pre vi ous president ' s course 

of a cti on in order t o jus t ify hi s own res po nse to Mexico ' s 

recalcitrance . In 1837 , Andrew Jacks on spoke of the "wanton 

characte r" of Mexico which a ll owed too much t i me to lapse 

between the comm issi on of injuries and the ne gotiations to 

re vi ew t he "repeated and una vailing a pplicat i ons f or r edress." 

An " immed i at e wa r" wou l d se e m t o be j u s t ified , but war must 

be "hono r ab l y a vo i ded . " J 
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De s pi t e att empts to f ore stall war , the cont r ove r sy sur-

r ounding Te xas br ought th e Unit ed Sta t es and Me xi co cl oser 

to the bri nk of open host i l i t ies . Texas , which to gethe r wi t h 

Coa hui la had fo r med a s overeign state of Mexico , dec l ared 

i ts i nd e pendence and re vo l t ed fr om Mexican dominati on . Th e 

f or ces f or ind e pendence dec isi vely won the Batt le of San 

J a cint o ( April 21 , 1836) , the r eby assuring t he ex i sten ce of 

Texas as a se para t e r epubli c . 4 

For nearly ten ye ars , a debate conce r ni ng the desira­

bili ty of the a nnexa t i on of Texas t o th e Un i t ed States con­

t i nued unaba t ed . The r es olut i ons pr ov i ding f or th e a nne xa t i on 

of Texas to the Uni on passed t he Uni t ed St a t es Senate on 

Ma r ch 1 , 184 5 . By Mar ch 5 , th e Mexican ministe r i n Wa s hi ngton , 

D. C., Do n Juan N' Al monte , f or mally pr otes t ed the "ou t r ageo us 

conduct " of th e Un i t ed St a t es Congr ess , "de ma nded h i s c r e ­

dent i als , " and i mme dia ely deJ.ar ed f or ex i co . The Un i ted 

States min i st er t o exi co , Mr . Sannon , wa s in f or med tha t , as 

of Ma r ch 28 , 1845 , a l l r ela t i ons be t ween th e two count ries 

would be of f i c ial l y t e r mina ted . Th e Mexi ca n gov er nment is sued 

a pr oc l a ma t i on ur gi ng the gov er nor s of t he vari ou s s t a t es of 

Me xico to "r epel the encr oac h en t s of he United State s , " 

i . e . , to r esis t Ame ri ca ' s Ma nifes t De s t i ny . "Fr om tha t moment , 

t he gove rnment of Mexi co was be nt upon wa r . 11 5 

On J une 18 , 1845 , th e Texa n Co ng r ess assent ed to th e 

ann exa t i on of fer and r ejected Mexi co ' s pr omise of r e co gnit i on 

of th e independence of Texas i n exchange f or nonannexat i on . 

A convention wh i ch met in Au s t i n , Texas on Ju l y 4 fir ml y 
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supported i ts s t a t e' s congressi onal dec i sion . 6 

Although Pr esident Po l k co ntended "the ann exation of 

Texas to the Un i t ed States co ns t i t u ted no j us t cause of of ­

fe nse to Mexico , 117 Mexic o feve ris hly began massing its tr oops 

on the Ri o Grande to dis c i pline the "r ebelli ous pr ovin ce . " 

Texas asked f or mil ita r y aid i n or der to de f end i t s fr ont ier . 8 

In August 184 5 , 1500 United St a t es Army Regulars , com­

manded by Maj or Gener a l Zachary Tay l or , we r e ordere d to defe nd 

t he te rri to ry betwe en the Nu eces Ri ve r a nd th e Ri o Grande 

(R i o de l Norte, "Ri ve r of t he No r th " ) and "repel any inva ­

s i on " by Me xi can fo r ces . They embarked at New Orl ean s , pr o­

ceeded to Sa i nt J oseph ' s Island , and enca ped a t the town of 

Corpus Christ i , Texas nea r the mouth of the Nuece s . Tay l or' s 

troops remained at Cor pus Christi "without mo l e s tat i on " unt il 

March 11 , 1846 . The United States avy ' s hom e squad r on , com ­

manded by ori o or e onner , set sail for he ulf of !exico . 

The Mexi an a r my , whi h o t inue o grow ins re ng h , was 

on ent ra ted 180 miles southeast of Corpus C ris t i a t Mata ­

moros on the Ri o Gra nde Ri ve r . 9 Meanwhile , on December 29 , 

1845 , Te xa s ente r ed he nio. as the twenty - eighth s t ate of 

the United Sa es . 

Although r ela i ons between he i e S ' ates and Mex i co 

were strained , the United St ates cons 1 i n Mexico Ci ty sug -

gested , on Octobe r 13 , 1845 , that an envoy mi gh t be sen t by 

the United States to Mexico f or the purpose of se tt li ng a ll 

misun erstand i;1 gs between the tvo nat,io.s . On Oc ober 15 , 

1845 , the government of i exico declared i s ,1il li ngness t o 
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"receive an envoy from the United States ent r usted with full 

power s to a d just all the quest i ons in dispute between the two 

-L. II • th T gov ernmen Gs , 1 . e ., e exas boundary issue and the indem -

nity claims of United States cit i zens . Mr . John Sl idell of 

Louisiana was commissi oned on November 10 , 1845 as "envoy 

extrao r dina r y and minister plenipotentiary of the United 

States to Mexico . " As requested by Mexican offic ials , the 

Unit ed States Navy at Ve r ac r uz was withdrawn . 10 

Twenty days later , Slidell a r ri ved a t Ve rac r uz , Mexico 

and proceeded to Mex i co City whe r e he was refused reception . 

A me re fi ve days after Slidell's r ebuke , the gov er nment of 

J 
/ ,, 

Mexi can President , General ose J oaquin de He rr era was ove r -

thrown in a bloodless co up by Maj or General Mariano Paredes 

y Arr illaga . On March 12 , 18 46 , the new gov er nment "refuse.d 

the offer of a peaceful ad just ent of difficultie s " and in ­

sis ted that "war was the only r es our ce left 11 f or Mexic o . 

Pa r edes , wh o gl orie d in his r epu a t i on f or being more bit ­

te rly ant i - Ame r · can than ne r rera , concen rated all of his 

ene r gies in preparing his count r y f or a dec isi ve confrontation 

wi th t he United Sta tes . As Sl i de _l r etur ned o he Un ited 

Sta t es , Mexi co ' s t r oop st r eng ' h con inue to swe ll on i t s 

nor t hern border , and wa r s ee med inev i table . 
1 

On January 13 , 1846 , he War Depar tm ent issued orders 

wh i ch direc ted the United Sta t es Ar my in Texas to occupy the 

left ( eas t) bank of th e Ri o del or t e (R i o Grande ) , an ex­

pos ed fr ont i e r r egion wh i h wa s _a r t ic ularly vulnerable to 

invasion . _he Ri o de _ or te had bee n r eco gnized by an official 
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act of th e Texan Congress , December 19 , 1836 , as the south ­

weste r n boundary of Texas . The Un i ted States Congress declared , 

Dece mbe r 31 , 1845 , tha t "the country beyond th e Nueces" was 

Am eri can territory and , therefore , should be made secur e f r om 

Mexican encroachment . 12 President Polk i ns is ted : 

Mexico has never placed th e wa r which she has wag ed upon 
the gr ound that ou r Army occupied the inte r mediate ter r i ­
tory between the Nueces and the Rio Grande . Her refuted 
pre tension that Texas was not in fac an independent 
state , but a r ebelli ou s provin e , was obstinately per ­
se vered in , and her a vowed p r pos e in corn encing a wa r 
with the Uni t ed States was to rec onq er Te xas and to 
res to re Mexican au hority over he whole erri to r y--not 
to the Nueces only , bu to he Sabine . 13 

Majo r General Taylo r ' s f or e o hree hou sa nd men de -

par ed Co r p s Chris i on . ar h 1..6 an r eached thei r 

destinati on seventeen ays a er . hey encarnpe op posi e 

Matamor os , ere te fie dwo rks , an e :ablished a e ot at 

Poin Isabel , near raz o a :ia o , :1i : , iles behind Arne ri -

- / l . I .. an _1nes . :.h . ed abs ai n 

fr om all a re ::..';ea_: : :, ·.,a!"' >'.ex.:.._ 0 s r ~'.ex::.. an ci zens 

an to re ga r he r ela i on "et·.-r eer. t:-:e . e;:; o· ic and the 

United Sae as ea e n:es :-:e si1- · · d e la:-e wa r or com -

rn i a : s o: r. o ::.. i t, j. i :: .; ::.. c 2. t ::.. ·: e c :~ a s : " t e o: ·.-r a r . 11 Pri vate 

proper y a. , er o .. a: ri ;:.: ~ · .. :ere : :: e r e 
~ 5 e :e . 

The exi an goverr.me:-.: o ere.; . ajo r -e:1eral ariano 

Arista , o .na. der - i . - hie: o: ::--.e ~! e x.:.. -a:: a!" ... y 1 s r. r th e _n div -

isi o , to at ac~ a::i de :ea: :ay: or :-egu: ars . Aris ' a's army 

woul then proceed to s b"~ga:e :exas . A large r f ore com ­

mandeJ by Paredes would : ol : 2~ ::..~ ~r::.. s:a s ~a~e to occupy the 

conque re d te rri to ry . .:i.s :!le .-L.erican a .. d .. e :ci can armies faced 
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each other on the Rio Grande , "nothing was done ... save a 

grea t display of mar t ial mu sic , dr s , fifes , trumpets , bu­

gles ... ; s o that the firs t ee t ing of he armies ended in 

noise . " Communicati ons be ween hear ies am o nted to nothing 

more t han an uns uc cessf 1 con f e re ce be t ween Brigadier General 

Wi l l.a m J . Wo r t and Br ~gadier 
, 

e!:era _ . om o :az de la 16 ega . 

On Apri l 12 , 8 6 , a or e e r a Pe r o e 

manded ha Taylo r s riKe a. p ar. re:rea: e 

with i n wen · y - f o r ho rs . If :r.e .- e x a. 

me , hos · 1i i es wo 1 · ens e . ~: e A .. e:-i :: 

i. at 

ia de -

he uec es 

was o 

r e se 

me e exi an e;Tian : s · e :e :);a: ea'-!: a :· a ree o 

r:e . . exi -

n r e ' e "e e 

om en ei a .. h :-:- "' s e 

: i.. O'"l"'\ _,...,."'\r, 
... . . .. . . . . , 

1. ,o. V 

C J I 

- . , .... .,,...,,.. .:) . ,.,,,..., 
• ... ... - ..... .. J 

,~ ... -- .. ,... ..... . .. ... .... .. .... 

1..J r. · e · - - t :-. e : ::.. ::- :3 : 

0 



CHAPTER TWO 

The Call f or Vo l unte ers 

On April 26 , 1846 , Major General Zac hary Taylo r info r med 

Washington of the outbr eak of hostili ies and req uisitioned 

f our regi me nts of volun ee r s apiece f r om Te xas and Louisiana . 

As Tayl or , with an a pp r oximate t r oop s reng th of on l y three 

th ousand , advanced towa r he A eri an supply depo a t Poi nt 

Isa be l (May ) , a exi an ar y of s:..x ho sand was crossing 

he Rio Gr an e . On ay 3 ' he 1 Az te eagle , 1 i . e . , exico , 

which had 11 for ifi e e an k o t' . e r · e 11 o o s i e Fo r 

Texas , laid siege o he A eri a~ efenses ga rr·s one byte 

Seven 

r ou e fr o Point I ahe_ o r e :..eve ~he e :..e e for , _ay l or 

( M 8 ) a Re S a e a ::, a, - ', ~'. ~ ·; o ' .:.. ::: e. i an : or e s -1 ere ay n . . - ··· 

vi ori o s . The s.:.ege a: 'F o.:--· ::r o·.,:. '' re!"'.a:::e :..n honor of 

. 
" :e..: o =--: :::e eve. ing 0 om an er , .a or · .. ;as - - -

ay 9 . By . ay 8 I ar . ::a e·:a a-:,e .eir e enses 

a r oss he ri e e e .. :, ::., .. 
' ':'a~ :o~ e r ::, se~ ,. . 

~ ::e R . rande 

and ook possessi n o: .. a:a::i r es . 

ie anwhile , Ma'c r e.e a E:-i:::·:.· ?e."·e on -a.:.nes , com -

mande r of he 1,. 8 s ern i\·is.:. o:. o:~ :r.e ··::.:.t.e · Sates Ar .y 

( , . "1 -- _· :--.1 ·_-=~_..; _~Y'l __ .c; ,\ , .,....., ..... Y"'/""IO...,_ a~ et er headquartereJ. :..:1 : e· .. .- vr ea::::, ' -.: C, :;:_ - UC:: •••• --< 

( a y 4 , 8 , 6 ) 0 A a r n en ab e 3 r o ·.,· .. , go·.· e r.. or o - en n es see . 

8 
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Accord i ng to Gaines , fifty battalions , of six hundred men 

each , were recommende d "t o be accepted int o the service of 

the Un i t ed States for six months , unless sooner disc ha rge d . " 

Major General Gaines felt that Tennesseans should be pa r t of 

th e eff or t to defend the national hono r: 

I think it my duty to say , that your Excellency would 
contr i bute much to the interests of the service by 
anticipa t ing a formal requisi tion fr om the Department 
of War , by authorizing two , th re e or f our battali on s 
of infantry and rifle men fr om the voting men emb racing 
the chivalry of Tennessee , to organize and re pai r to 
this city as soon as pr acticable --where hey s hall 
recei ve ar ms , with eve r y requisite supply to promote 
their health a nd comfort, and r ende r th em ready f or 
acti on! From this city they will proceed by good ves sels 
(steamers , if possible ) to the Rio Grande , near Mata ­
mo r as . 2 

In response to Ga·nes ' s pr oposa , ve r no r Aa r on Brown sug ­

gested 11 all vo luntee r compan.:.es oho d the selves in every 

respect read y , a t he earliest cal , o go f orwar d in the 

defense of hei r oun r y . 11 3 

On May 13 , 18 .6 , Pr esi ·en a e s l~ox Po K , commander -

n- hief of he ar~ei : or ~e s ~- :~ e ~:.::e~ :a t es , of fi -

c ially pr ocla i me , s· bseque.: : o a or.gres i o .. a 'wa r bill , 11 

hat "by the a o.: :'.-le ti.ep "1 1::. c : ~'. e :-:i o a s:a e of war 

exists between :hat o ·: e r '."'. :-:-: e :. : t~e Cni:ed Sa es . th e 

las t r eso r t of in ·ured nati o~s ncier the bless ing of 

Di vine Pr ov idence . . s pp o!' :ir..g a speedy , a · s · , and an 

hono ra bl e peace . , !... ' Magnani::1:tj· and r.:oderatio on ou r part 

on ly had the effe t to o~p _i ca:e ·i _.:. c lti es . The 

national hono r and t .. e c r ese r va t .:. on of -::.:-ie na i onal ha r -

acter t . 7' ~s · ... ·p~l ~ s Ju r own self - respect hr ou gh out ne ~O!'- ~ , - - - --

and the protection due too r own citizens , hav e rendered 
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su ch a res ort indispensable . 115 Congr ess author ized f i fty 

thous a nd voluntee rs f or war servi ce a nd appr opria t ed t en 

mil li on dol lar s f or mi l i ta r y expend i tur e . 6 

As an t icipa t e d , Secretary of War William L. Marc y , who 

relie ved Majo r General Gaines of his command ( Jun e 2 , 1846) 

and or de r ed h i m to report t o Washing to n for a pos si ble cour t ­

mar tia l f or i n subo r d inat i on , 7 officially r equis i t i on ed (May 

16 , 1846) voluntee r s f r om the State of Tennessee . "The vol ­

untee r s received in to the s e r vi ce of the Uni ed Sta t es a r e to 

have the organiza t i on of t he ar y of ' he United States" ; 

therefor e , f or exam pl e , he nu be r o pr iva t es i n vo luntee r 

c ompani e s we r e not pe r mi e 

calle d upon t o o r ganize a 

one r eg im en t o caval y , o 

in f an t r y , or r ifle en . Pb i 

or d e r to pr even " zeal o s a 

"eag e r o vol un ee , 11 _r o 

r endezvo s we r e t o be 'e 

t o he Wa r 

t r y a nd Me mph i s or the 

volunte ers " be ins e e a . 

o e xceed eighty . Tenn essee was 

he 1 ea r ies pr ac icab e period , 11 

o nte e. , an wo r egimen s of 

ein 

o i ces we r e o be posted in 

a i o i izen s , " who we re 

isa oin e . Pl a es of 

on a!1 ' "o ni a e pr o p l y 1 

e ·..,; as 

s e r e 

· 6 ges e _or he in fan ­

~eq es ed ha the 

t o he se vice of th e 

Uni ted Sates by an o i e r or o:: · e r o . e nie Sates 

Ar my . " Any othe r s e r of · e r s we ~e o e in : r med ha 

they were not to a ce,t en _is ed me who were o e r f or ty - five 

or und er e i ghteen , wh o we r e oo r _ y s i cal .eal t h ; neithe r 

were they o r ece i ve any o un ee int th e se r v i c e of the 

Uni t ed St a e s wh os e or s e wa s no heal t y and t fi t ted with 
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the necessa r y equipment . 8 

In compliance with t he directives o_ the Wa r Depar tment , 

Govern or A. V. Br own iss ued a pr ocla a t i on ( ay 24 , 1846) 

f or the purpose of ra ising , by 11 co s t i 

firs t regimen t s of Tennes s ee vo 

A quo a of fr om wo ' ho sand o 

n ee rs 

ee 

ted au ho rity , 11 the 

or ' he Mexia War . 
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companies muste r ed at Memphis , where all voluntee r s we r e "fur-

ther or gan iz ed i nt o r egimen t s" by J ne 5 . Br own hoped th e 

Eas Tennessee t r oo ps dould a rr i ve a t Me mph is as nea r t he 

June 1 5 d ea dli ne 11 as pr ac i ca ble . 11 1 O Br own ~ur he r r eque s t ed , 

in his pr oclama i on of May 2 ~ a "a a r-'- e r as e r and Com -

miss ary a gen a ermas t er er:era ~ .. ~ e s ) be ap -

poin ted f or he pur hase of SU plie 
' 

an 0 r a on any dis -

bur sing 0 fi e r of he .i te a es 

on he Exec u t i e e , a Y- tmer.: o _ : '.'1 :.. 
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~
0 rre r ate • e 0 d or r e infor emen t s in Mexi o . The Cl a r ks vill~ 

ha Te nn e ss ee was "shame fu lly beh i nd i s 

s.:c; · e r states . " "Co ld wa e r was hr own on the f ir e of en h -

s.:asm an d on he gr ea ad o ab out pr ompt preparati on by he 

t:, nde r i ng in apac i ty , or inac i vity at least of Govern or 

i3 r own . ' 3 When Maj or Gene ral Taylor reques ted volunteers fr om 

Te xa s and Louisiana , the Tri - Weekly Memphis Enquirer "urged 

: he yo ng men of Memphis " to journey to those states and "en -

i s t if they wanted to fight f or thei r country , as i t was a 

waste of time to wait f or the governor of Tennessee to issue 

a call f or volunt eers . 11 14 Nevertheless , Governor Br own did 

de li ver a pr oc lama tion "by or der of the War Departmen t " f or 

11 hree full regiments -- two of infantry and one of cavalry . 1115 

"It was nobly r espond ed to . . . about thirty thousand rush ed 

f orward with eage r anxiety to engage in the service of their 

cou_ t ry . 11 6 A Me xi can War vete ran r e i terated : "The ' Old Vol -

n eer Sta t e ,' true to her sobriquet --her pat ri ot ic sons 

th r onged s o th i ckly to he r standard that they more than ten 

times outnumbere d the requisition . Nearly thi r ty thousand 

vol unt eers reported themselves re ady f or service . 1117 The 

Na shv ille Union featured a column entitled "The Volunteer 

Sta e" in which the patri ot ism of Tennesseans was ext oll ed : 

Ready t o obey the summ ons without the least delay , the 
gallant sons of Te nn essee sh ould bear a conspicuous part 
in the contest . If we are wort hy of ou r immortal sires , 

he su mm ons will be obeyed with alacrity . Volunteers will 
be in readiness t o answer the call --and when and whe r­
e ~e r the t hickest of the ba tle , then and the r e will 
Ten nes see val or be on spicuous .... As a stat e , he 
~eas ure of our mi l i t ary gl or y i s full -- our fath e r s ha ve 
beque a th ed o us the ir own imm or t al ho nor won on many a 
Ga ttle field . We cann ot e xpe c t to eclipse t he lust r e of 
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thei r glori ous deed s , but we are bound to emula t e t hei r 
example and to cherish the rich inheritance of mili ta r y 
ren own handed down to us . They ac hi eved f or Tennessee 

he pr oud t i t l e of the 'Volun t eer State . 1 We ar e bound 
to ma i ntai n th e distinction thus won f or us ... , 18 

Tennessee ' s noble spirit was further praised : "The prompt and 

enthusias t ic r esponse made throughout the state to the call 

f or vo lunteers , proves that our people cheri s h with pride 

their high character for chivalry .... We can truly say that 

t he call has been most gallantly met-- the result has proved 

that we are proud of the title of the ' Vo luntee r State . 111 19 

Wa r spirit r eached a fever pitch among Tennesseans . 

"Every t own and village was roused by the shril l fif e and 

spirit - stirring dr um ; the hill - tops and the mounta i ns poured 

do wn their thousands -- the plains and the valleys were teeming 

with men , and companies filled up so fast that it soon became· 

difficul t even to purchase a place i n the ranks . 1120 Motives 

fo r enlis tmen t s e emed to i nc l ude "romantic pa t ri otism and a 

' hankering ' to see a battle ." The rigors of army life would 

"test the powers of enduran ce . " The shee r a dv enture of th e 

moment and the "temptation to visi t Mexic o" beckoned many a 

21 dari ng s oul . 

Th e t ed i ou s t as k of ac commoda t i ng and even limi t i ng t he 

mu l t i t ud e s of patri ot ic a nd adv en t ure - s eeking vo lun t eers was 

unde r taken with a competent vigor . Since "s o few had been 

called f or in the requisition , 1122 balloting , the "most equi­

t a ble and sa t isfactor y me t hod ," was co nducted to determine 

which compan i e s wou l d be ac ce pted f or Me xican War ser vice . 

Those compan i es chosen were "i mmediate l y not i f i ed by expr ess 
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and ordered to march to the place of rendez vous . 1123 Approxi ­

mately 2 , 400 men--1 , 600 infantry and 800 cavalry , were finally 

24 accepted . Gove rnor Aaron Brown apologized to volunteers 

who were refused : 

It is not surprising that there should exist some dis ­
satisfac~ion among the rejected .... I sympathize 
deep l y with the _noble patriots , in thei r disappointment , 
who ~ere s? anxious to go out against Mex ico ... but it 
was impossible for me to meet the wishes of all .. . . 
Reasonable persons would understand that I acted in the 
only way which would give satisfacti on to the different 
sections of the state , and , a t the same t i me , to give as 
little cause of complaint t o the voluntee rs as possible . 25 

Brown sincerely felt that he apportioned the call for vo lun­

tee rs equally and fairly .
26 

Tennessee ' s chief executi ve effe ·vely eal wi th nu­

merous othe r pr oblems which arose . Since the vo lun t eers "as ­

sembled in advance of any off i er of he nited Sta es , either 

to muster them in o service , or to .ake t ose usual advances 

of money so necessar y o r oo _s , s 

heir home on so lon and · s ta 

e y alled on to leave 

a ex_e·i-r,ion , " Br own ap -

poin ed muster officers to en r ol men ' in he ir respect ive 

qua r ters of the s a e , ra her '.ans b'e he to the uncer -

ain y of being re·e ted a:te~ ~hey ha· b ne o a is an 

place o rendez vous . " S · tab e en a .. _ mer.t s were es ablished 

at Knoxv ill e , Memphis , and ashville . he Unio _ and Plan t ers' 

Bank of f ere d to lend "any sum of ~oney , no · exceed i ng on e hun­

dre d tho usand dolla rs each . " Brown nego ia ed a l oan of sixty 

to seventy thousand dollars wi h the U ion Bank . Each accepted 

volunteer was the .• aid :i.. . a:iva::ce . Snca .. pTJ1e __ t expenses we re 

settled , and the expenses incurred as '. e East Tennessee 
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t r oo ps ma rche d to Memphi s were defrayed . 27 

Governor Brown was dete r mined "to give our t r oops the 

pr ope r and effe ct i ve f or ce in campaign . " He pr oposed to have 

the Western District vo lunteers depart as a batta l ion , l ater 

to be "reunited in to a regi men t 11 with the East Tennesseans . 

The Second and Third Division t r oo ps were likely to have two 

companies in excess of a regiment , while the Western District 

and East Tennessee units possessed less t han regimental 

st rength . "To equalize the regiments , i t is likely that the 

regiments will be f ormed of all companies assembling at Nas h-

ville , l e a vi ng t he othe r r egi en o be or e of eight com -

. ,, 28 pa n1e s . 

Uni ted Sta t e s offic e r s i n em . his o en ded ove r no r 

Br own f or his " pr omp lan of ope ra i on n r inging the Te n-

nessee vol n e e r s in o he i e _ e o"fi e r s noted : "All 

he e a · 1 s of t :1 e e ·;e r- a 4 e . a :- : ::1 e .. " s as . r e s en - e d by he 

pa e r s of he Paj"r.ias e r a Y: 

of a r e a n ac ur a y wh . en 

As Tenness ee ' s e g i men 

~ ·a r er .. a 

a r e r. 0 t, \., 0 ;n 

s a s emb e 

e r-

0 

, 

ma . if e s 

in S U h 

t, .. e e xpe 

a ' eg r ee 

ases . 11 29 

a i on of 

a six months enl i st , er. :--.i. r ::e · :o d :.. ~a:- . o:..r. :::1er.t, . eve r -

, O U ee r s :..: .. a "e as ic pa -t hel e ss , he twe ·; e r.ion :1s ,· - . • , 

t ri oti s m11 and an 11 0 1 gr dge a ga i ns" : . e .. e xi ans , ' we re 

de t e r mi ned t o va nq is, a n ene my hat ' ha i i .va ed our s oil 

. 1 d "JO a nd s pilled A. e r 1can b o • 



CHAPTER THREE 

The Or gan i zation of the Second Tenn es see 

As vo luntee r s r apidly en r ol led themse l ve s i n vari ou s 

companies , they were advised to conf orm to the or ganization 

of a volunt eer company . An i nfan r y company con sis t ed of "one 

captain , one firs t lieutenant , one sec ond lieutenan t , four 

se rgeants , f our co r po r als , two musicians , and at least fifty 

pr ivates (no t to exceed sixty- for , which was re duced from 

the maximum limi of eigh y) , an' no less han six y- fou r 

rank and file . 11 Among he hos of infa r co panies which 

WO 1 i ime con -tende re d thei r services were those wh · 

stitu e an or ganized uni , he e o 

Infantry Regimen . 
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... . 
I.., , ':'ennessee were 

i n • a r 0 i zea .. · . .;ar 1 • • ee~.:. .. .:as e on ay 8 , f ore mos 
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Hancock , was app ointed . 3 

E. F . Ruth enlisted men for his company , the Memphis 

Rifle Guards , at the Sher'ff' Off' l s ice which was located on 

Main Street "between Poplar and Washington." Morgan B. Cook's 

company , the Gaines Guards , was "fully organized." On May 16 , 

1846 , a parade of voluntee rs, complete with martial music , 

marched to the Court Square where "enlistment booths we r e set 

up and more vo lunteers were enrolled . 11 4 By May 22 , 1846 , the 

companies of Captain Cook and Captain Ruth each numbered ap­

proximately seven ty . 5 The Memphis Rifle Guards and Gaines 

Guards informed Governor Brown that they we re "ready , willing . 

and able to serve their country . 11 6 The commissioned and non­

commissioned officers of the Gaines Guards consisted of the 

f oll owing : Morgan B. Cook , captain ; William B. Davis , first 

lieutenant ; E. J . Wyatt , second lieutenant ; Charles G. Gill , 

ensign ; Ruffin C. Snead ( Sneed) , or de rly sergeant ; John D. 

Beatty , second sergean ; H. L. Byn m, hi rd sergeant ; J . L. 

(Q . ) Wi l bar , f our th sergeant ; J lius . Aderson , f irs t co rp o­

ral ; O. Testard (Teslard ) , sec ond corpo ral ; R. P . Ford , third 

cor po ral ; W. H. Simms (L inn ) , f our h co rp or al ; R. C. Mille r , 

quarte r master ; O. Cary , assistant quartermaste r ; J . P . Isler , 

captain ' s secretary . Officers of the Memphis Rifle Guards 

were : E . F . Ruth , captain ; Fr ederick B. elson , f irs t lieu­

tenant ; E. M. Anderson , se cond lieutenant ; G. J . Slaughter , 

Samuel H. Whitsitt (Whitset ) , or de rly sergeant ; ensign ; 

Williams . Eckols (Echo ls ) , se cond sergeant ; Benjamin 0 . Ha ver 

(O' Have r ) , th ird sergeant ; William A. Por te r , f ourth sergeant ; 
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R. J . Dye , first co rp oral ; S . T . Woodson , second corporal; 

John Glenn , th ird corporal ; Robert Torrey , fourth corporal ; 

James S . Foster , quarte rmaster and sergeant - major ; R. W. Eck­

ols (Echols) , assistant quarte r master ; William C. Smith , cap­

ta i n 's secretary . 7 

The Memph is Rifle Guards and Gaines Gua r ds "es t ablished 

a camp on the Hernando Road about one and one - quarter miles 

fr om Memph is" on Levi Lo ra nce 's land . The camp was named Ander ­

son Barracks in honor of Colonel Nathaniel Ande rs on , a l oya l 

suppo r ter of the voluntee r compa ni e s and fathe r of three of 

their membe rs . "Ample wate r f or the camp was available the re 

and the mer chants and rivermen of Me phis supplied the neces ­

sary gr oce r y i tems f or the en . 18 The Gaines Gua r ds and Rifle 

Gua r ds expressed "sincere thanks " to Ins ec or Gene ral Levin 

H. Coe "for the libe ra l donati on of one hund r ed dollars for 

buying provisions . 119 

In a d i tion to .i li a r y dril an 

fond time t o attend s o ia and vie 

a · ics , he voluntee rs 

n tion s given in thei r 

hono r . On Fri day , ay 22 , 18 6 , the om a ies of emphis vo l ­

un tee rs we re in atten an ea a _ag ~esentat i on cere ony a t 

t e Gayos o Hose . Cap ai E. F . R ha ep e a flag presented 

t o his company , the Memphis Rife ua r ds , by a Mr s . Tilden . 

(The Memphis Weekly Appeal r eported hat the Rifle Gua rds re ­

ceived a fla g on the Court Square at six o ' clock , Friday eve -

29 The ladies "res.:. ing in the im ediate vic ini ty " ning , ay . 
10 

presented the banner to ap ta .:.n Ruth I s co pa .. y . ) Captain 

Coo k ' s Gaines Guards r eceived a flag w. ich was hand painted by 
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Captain J oseph P . Keyser . The daughter of Colonel Na thaniel 

Ande rs on , Miss Sarah Ande rs on , proudly presented the beau-

iful flag O th e company . Captain Keyse r refused payment f or 

his hand iwork , but the Gaines Guards convinced Mrs . Keyser 

" to ac cept a dress pattern of the finest satin. 1111 A benefit 

conce r t t o aid the voluntee rs was given on Thursday , May 28 , 

by the Memphis 11 Serenaders. 11 Compositions included "The Rio 

Grande" by "Shad II and the air, "Lucy Neal. 11 The voluntee r s 

were even invited to attend Sabbath services at eleven o 'cl ock 

in the morning , May 31 , at the Methodist Church--sermon given 

by Reverend Mr . Hyer . 12 

Meanwhile , as the Memphis troops somewhat reluctantly 

accepted the ir temporary "ornamental" status, other vo lun­

t eers who we re soon destined to be the ir regimental comrades 

organize d themselves i nto companies and eagerly awaited act i on . 

The "Avengers," a company enrolled at Jacks on , Madison County , 

Tennessee , were composed of the foll owing personnel : Timothy 

P . J ones , captain ; Richard J . Hays , second lieut enant ; Alex 

P . Green , third lieutenan t ; John R. McClanahan and Horace G. 

Bledsoe , sergeants ; John Thompson , John J . Ande rs on and James 

E. Whyte , c orporals ; William L. Anderson , drummer ; privates 

included : Tyler Ande rs on , Benjamin F . Bleds oe , Thomas Boyd , 

William Browning , Joe A. Burns , John Burns , Eli Chandler, 

Jason H. Clowd ( Cloud) , William W. Dickerson , Robert Faltom, 

L. W. Fussell , Ben F. Gourley , E . B. W. Hobbs , J . Hollings ­

wo r th , Rob ert Houst on , Chr is tophe r Johnson , Will iam W. Jones , 

I . H. Marks , William G. Mathews , Leande r D. Miller , Nathan 
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Miller , William Nicks , Eve re tt Pearcy , K. B. Pledger , Samuel 

Smith , J ohn Stuart , John Swan , John Wagnon , Solomon Whitlow , 

Alonzo L. Nhyte , Benjamin Williams , George E. Wi lly , John 

Woodel , and John Wright . 13 The Carroll County , Tennessee 

company , known as the Tennessee Guards , was enrolled at Hunt ­

ingd on with the f oll owing embers : Henr y F . Murray , captain ; 

Isaac R. Hawkins , J . Richardson , . B. Burrow , lieutenants ; 

J . C. Hawkins , James Ingram , B. F . Harriso , Ro ert P . Mc -

esse .:.._ey , Ash ton W. Cracken , sergean ts ; J ohn W. yr ick , 

Hawkins , J . F . Townes , corporas ; an see y - po r privates . 14 

In addi i on o he f ou_ ies en e sse e o anies , he 

Sec ond Tennessee was co ose f 1 0 r Ea 

Willia Sandifer (Sa e : e r , se r ~e a 

e nr olled a ha an oo ga , ~a~ilv r. 
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requisite nu mbe r of me n , the va ca ncy was supplied by the sub-

stitution of Captain J . L. Kirkpa trick ' s Company f r om Ander -
1 8 Son County . 11 Offi· ce r s of th A d C e n erson ounty company we r e : 

John L. Ki r kpa t r ick , ca pta in ; Wil l i am Hogshe ad , f i rs t lieu-

tenant ; John El lis , second lieutena nt ; Tim othy Br adley , or ­

derly sergean t . 19 

I n acco r dance with the Adjutant General ' s Orde r Numbe r 

Two , th e c om panies "marched for hwi h o the places of ren ­

de zv ous 11 20 to be "mus t ered i nto the service of the Un ited 

States as twe lve month s volunteers . ' 21 nited Sa es Adjutant 

General Roge r Jones emphasized pr oce ure in eneral Or de rs , 

Number Fif te en (Ma y 29 , 1846) : 

gers , 

in to 

Camp 

Qu o as of volun eers were he neares nav i -
gable ( r ou e) poin o ; ei r r es e a .. e-- r en -
dez vo us and then ce by wa er wi h or ransshipment 
a Mob ile or ew O leans t o Poin sa e~ o raz os San -

iago , Texas - - o e or de rs iefs of he 
gene r als a_f a this a~ o:fi in 

he hief om.an o es :and fore o era ing 
again t Mexico who wo he _o _ ee rs with he 
ne essary a r r. , ac :_i :,_ e:::en: , a~ .. ' n:.. :,_ n , k .apsa . s , 
ha v e s a c k s , a :2 t e e n s 1 : ::;, :: · .• .- a : e _ 1 

, :: a ::: ~ e -: ·..i .::.. ~ a g e , s b-
s is ten c e , me ' i ine , ho a_ s: ore , a .. d means o rans -
po r ta · i on by lan-1 r ,.· a er , a l.., o:: ..;.::... to r es and 
dest ina tion . 22 

he :vie phis ii..:.f e ar~s , .... a:. .. e- ·.;.a_J. a kson Aven-

and Tennes ( a rr o 7 ,.., r. ~. ) u a :: ds ·.,ere ::,us e re ee -
he servi ce 0 he ni ,.e S:a:e on .. e 6 a t 

Carr oll , which was l o a e w m _e s eas of emphis on 

the Sta Line Road . 23 he e his 1, eek V .oo ea desc ri bed e 

arr ol l --a 'esibanate , 0 ene ral r endezvou s the scene at Ca . p 

enca.pmen fo r t r o ps e a r :, ::_ :2 ; : r : e .. .- r _ e a .. s : 11 h e · e . t s 

ll· nes a t ri~h- a _gl es to the cr ossr oad leading are pitched i n u 
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f r om the State to the Ra l ei gh Roa d . . 11 24 

On June 10 , 184 6 , the fou r West Tennessee compan i es 

s t r uck camp a nd boar ded the steamer Br ownsv i lle 11 bound f or 

New Or leans . 11 Me mph i ans thr onge d th e wharf 11 to wi t ness the 

t r oo ps ' depa r ture at sunset am i d th e r i nging of bells a nd the 

co mbined sh out s , ch eers a nd good bye s of all asse mbled . 1125 

The Weekly Appeal of the city of Me mphis praised the volun­

tee rs up on their depar t ure : 11 They a r e a fine body of men a s 

we ev er saw , and we chee r fu l ly commit the fame of Te nnessee 

to thei r keepin g . 112 6 

At Vi ck sburg , . ississip i , R ffin . Sneed , an or de r ly 

se r geant of the aines uar s ' an Pri · a e 0 u b s R. Mill er , 

also of he Gaines Guards , were 0 e in a I fa a a fr ay 11 

in which Sneed died 1 from a is 0 sho fired by iller . II 

Sneed , ' ler~ na --c,i ·e 0 
n A hen s , Ala -Se r gean a em an a 

ama , was s oke 

of I ontrad · c ory e. o -:.s '' a : o :::e a ·se o: t. e .:a a arg -

ment . The o r ney o I e· .. · Cr::.. ear. ·.,.;a a _ea a:'. ne ,.; e 

ex eption of the iller - Snee · in 

As t. e /est r., ... - ,..... ...... .., ,::) ..: ' .,... 0 - •• en::es::iee v r v'- . s - ~- . - - J t'. e 

11 ississi i !·ew eans , :::as--c, -:'e!"'. .es::iee · o · . teers ·,,rere 

be ing mu ered in 'o he n · tej 

Section Forty - Four 

1 .. • n o ol · an e wi th :a--c,es ,._r,J -· 

ep ed " com . an · es of "'e .. es see . The pe r t inen t affected all 11 a . 

portion of the ili ia aws f me .. essee sate · : "Be i en -

a ed , th.a ea h ol n eer c =~a!"'.y ~h · c· . shal re eive the 

a r ms of the Sta e , shall be ·.eld i. . rea · .:.ness an s bj ect to 
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th e firs t call for service of the State or Un i ted States . 11 28 

The companies of Captain Ge orge W. McCown and Captain 

John L. Kirkpatrick were mustered at Kn oxville , Tennessee on 

June 12 and June 15 , respec t i vely . On June 16 , 1846 , Capta i n 

J ohn D. Lawry's com pany was mustered in at Kelley 's Ferry , 

near Athens , Tennessee in cMinn Coun y . The volunteer c om ­

pany of Captain Wi lliam Standife r uste red a t Chattanooga on 

June 18 . 29 First Lieutenan Willia Gi bs cA oo , a membe r 

of Captain Ki r kpatrick ' s co pany and fa her of William Gibbs 

McAdoo , Jun i or (who was bes kn o as e r e a r y of he Treas -

ury unde r Pr esiden Wo o r ow ·, .:..ls o. , ho g 

plishments were mani o ) , r e or e t'.a :.e 

1,;a .: loa e d w 

oo 1 s acc o -

et ou wi h hi s 

.. e _en essee company on a fla boa , ~: i 

River to a un i on wi .e i:io , ow .. 'e hio o a ·unction 

wi h he Missi si 

A or ing 0 r e: ' ~ -

ennes ee 0 '.:1:-' Yl :_ e 

heath 01 e 

. i valr ou r e oe 

he r oo S • I JJ 

ske t riles , 

sible , 1 depa r e 

i , d down 

a - ,::, ...; -
,S ··~. e v V 

0 ' C :J.~~- e,..; a: 

able , a: . 

he :. is ., i o e Orleans . 11 30 

- ' .. :~e r r ~ast ':J~ --'-

w~e r e ' e '--' ~ ~!- 'O 'r - ..... 

' V ...... ...,, .......... 

ni-e S a · es 

Ha l 's 

c :-:"::..t..:..o . as pos -

n - I II As a steady s t r ea ::i o: _e .. .. essee s :,gre s s · onal" t r oop s 

embarked fr ew !'lea .. s : c :. :-: e - hea : e r of '· a!' , newspape rs 

oft e "rescen :~e ~ennessee t r oo ps to 

be "the fi. .es s o d ::.. e rs -- t:1e best :ir ::.._=.. ei a .. bes l oo king --
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that have yet a rr ived at New Orleans . "35 

From Brazos Island and Point Isabel , the battalions from 

East and West Tennessee encamped , a s ho rt distance below 

Colonel Wi ll i am Bowen Campbell ' s Firs t Tennessee Voluntee rs, 

at Lomita ( "Lit t le Hill" ) , Mexic o , appr oxi a t ely fifteen mi l es 

fr om t he mou h of the Ri o Gr a nde a d hi r y iles fr om Mata -

36 moros . A member of Col onel Campbel l's regi ment observed : 

Fi r s 

Davy 

On th e seven t h of Augus , 
f or fiel d officer s , and 
the Seco nd Regi en Ten essee 
William T. Has kell and Lieu 
mings . Owing o the efi ci o 
men , the commanding enera 

wo field o : i es , o one 
the r eby leavi e r eg~ e. 

Lieu ena ile Po e Ha e 

Do glass serve as he e 

of the Se ond Tennessee wa as -

e or e O W:'. ; o ... a .. ::> - , 

hei r el e c i ons 
was orga nized as 

ee r s , unde r Co l onel 
Colonel Dai H. Cum ­

as hose 

anie s i n he regi ­
e elec i on of 

a , 38 wh ile 

s s \, e . 3 Or aniz a io n 

C, Cap ain oh L. Kirk a ' i( ; o a .. v a a: E. F. Ruh ; 

o c ;,_ ; ::; c ::: " :. ·,· . , a a i . i , o h y 

P . Jones ; Co anv a :a .. ·::e 0 

ap ai o' ... 



CHAPTER FOUR 

"Gone a Campaignin ' " 

The Second Tennessee , with other regiments encamped at 

Lomita , embarked on August 8 , 11 , 12 , 13 , and 15 for Camargo , 

exico , situated midway between Matamoros and Monter rey . The 

sick and di scharged from Lomita were sent to Point Isabel , 

Texas . 1 

Cama rg o , l oca ted on the banks of the San Juan River , 2 

was a "yawn ing graveyard . " "A housand s old iers to rn and 

mangled on the battlefield would be nothing to Ca marg o 's suf ­

fering and dy ing re giments . 113 "The dead ma rc h was ever wailing 

in our ears . . the dead being removed at sunr is e and 

sunset but to make r oom forte dying . 114 Sickness , di s ease , 

flies , mosqui ' es , rain , and d ook hei r o_l on hose 

soldiers encamped near Ca .. argo . ~eases , dysente ry , and 

yellow fever , kn own as the vomi o , decima ed he army and 

lessened its effecti veness . 5 "On one day , Septembe r 18 , 1846 , 

at Camargo , he r eport o_ the Ass · s ant u an showed 317 

en of the Second Tennessee egi. e. in apa i a ed o of 

a complement of 588 men . 116 

By the end of September , some of he discharged Memph is 

vo lunteers returne d home aboard the steamer Albat r oss . Doctor 

T. R. Hill repo_ted tha , at the t~me of departur e , on ly four 

of Shelby County 's me be rs of the Second Tennes see had di ed 

26 
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fr o disea se : Dennie Brick and George W. P . Moore , Company D 

(Memphis Rifle Guards) ; P . A. Blythe and S . H. Johnson , Com ­

pany E (Gaines Guards) . 7 The Clarksville Chronicle told of 

the return of sick volunteers : 

About 140 _passed up the river on Fr i day evening (Octo ­
be r 2 ) , discha rged for sickness . We did not see them , 
but learn that they were in a most destitute and dis ­
tressed condition . Without money , without comfortable 
clothing , some of them barefooted and bareheaded , in 
an open boat (towed by the Rose of Shar on) without any 
sufficient means of protecting themselves from the in­
clemency of weather, thei r situation was i ndeed deplo r­
able . On account of some informality in making out 
their papers , the Paymaster , at New Or leans, it is said , 
coldly turned them off without money or clothing , with 
no other resources , for many of them , than tfie charity 
of friends and the protecti on of Providence . 

The controversy concerning the non - payment of the discharged 

volunteers "arose from the informality of the cert i ficates 

of discharge . 11 The dischargees were advised "to communicate 

with Govern or Brown" who had "made th e necessary arrangements 

f or the au thent ica t i on of their papers . 119 

I n spite of the pre valence of sickne ss and death , camp 

life assumed an air of normalcy . The volunte ers drilled and 

paraded daily-- "danced and sang at night .
111 ° Camp meeting 

s ongs were especially popular . Despite a ma rke d tendency 

towa r d religi ou s devotion , their fa vo ri te pastimes were card 

playing and other f orms of gambling , including faro and a 
11 

game of chance called chuck - a - luck . 

Pa.L--t of the r out ine of camp life for An objecti onable 

fact tha t he wa s obliged to attend to 
the vo lunteer was th e 

his clothe s on washday : 
f ou r women are allowed to attend 

In the regular ar my , 
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each company . They draw their rations as the men. Th 
are called 'laundresses , and thei d t • t ey 
f or t he soldie rs; their.price for r uh _Y lbs _o waf~h 
b th ff . was l ng elng lXed 

Y e o leers , and thei r pay recei ved on pay day , 
deducted from the wages of the soldier . But there were 
none of these , as far as our observation extended 
among the volunteer regiments.12 ' 

The camp diet , which usually consisted of fried salt 

pork , ha r dt ack, and co ffee, 13 provided no "flavo rful diver ­

sion" from the humdrum of life at a military encampment. 

Occasionally , foragers made it possible for the troops to 

dine on fried chicken, r oast pig, fresh vegetables , butter , 

and milk . 14 A journey outs i de the rela tive safety of camp 

co nfines often had di re consequences . Second Lieutenant E. M. 

Anderson , Memphis Rifle Guards , Company D, Second Tennessee , 

wr ote of the murder of Samuel P . Freezer and Patrick Wo rsham , 

who we re both membe rs of the Ga i nes Guards , Company E, Sec ­

ond Tennessee : "The two men had gone sightseeing a s ho r t dis ­

tance from camp and when f ound ha d been bru t ally murdered 

by the Mexicans and the bodies s t rippe d of all their clothes . 1115 

On August 19 , 18 46 , Maj or General Za chary Ta yl or's force 

of approximately six thousand regulars and volunteers began 

its advance toward Monterre y fr om th e ar my ' s supply base nea r 

Camargo . Co l onel William Bowen Cam pbel l recei ved orders for 

"five hund r ed pi cked men " of his regi ment , the First Tennes ­

see , "to be held i n r eadiness to march t o Monter r ey . " The 

vo luntee rs of the First Tennessee who we r e chosen for th e 

Monter r ey campaign we r e attached t o Major General John A. 

Qu i tm an ' s Mississippi Brigade . Col onel Campbell remarked : 

"Al tho ug h General Pill ow i s my Brigadier , I ha ve been 
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tempo rarily deta ched with five hundr d t • e men o go 1n th e 

exped i t i on to Mont err ey und er Quitman . "16 

Th e appr oaches t o Monterrey were guard db e y numerous 

f or t ified redoubts -- the princ i pal ones being the Citadel 

(Bla ck For t) , Federation Hill (La Federacidn) , Fort Tannerio , 

For t Diablo , and the Bishop ' s Palace (El Obispado ) . The 

a t tack on the city began September 20 , 1846 . Un i ted States 

tr oo ps entered Monterrey the next day , but they met heavy 

resistance as the Mexicans fell back to the Citadel and with ­

stood a f our - day siege . The enemy capitulated on September 24 . 

The Black Fort , which "commanded a wide plain and extended 

ar ound th e entire nor t hern side of th e c i ty , " was evacua t ed 

th e f oll owing day , and a surrender was neg ot ia t ed . Bot h par­

t ies assen t ed t o an eight - week armis t i ce . American l osses 

we r e 550 killed and wo unded . Mexi can casua l t i e s were es t imated 

a t fr om 1200 to 1500 . 17 

The Firs t Tennessee Vo lunteer Infan t r y Reg i men t , com ­

manded by Co l one l William B. Campbell , was dubbed th e "Bl oody 

First" because of th e he a vy l oss es (app r oxi mately 10 1 killed , 

wounded , a nd mi s si ng 18 ) i t su s tai ned during t he Battle of 

Monte rr ey . Gra teful Tennesseans s ol i c i ted contr i bu t ions sta te ­

wi de to e rect a monume nt on Ca pi tol Hill in as hville "to the 

memo r y of th e ga llant Tenness ea ns wh o fell i n t he Ba tt l e of 

Monter re y . 1119 A publi c meet ing a t Nas hvil l e , chaired by Doc­

t or J ohn She l by , r e s ol ved to 11 emblaz on table t s of f ame " to 
20 

ho s e rr who covered th em s e l ves wi th gl or y rr a t Mo nt errey . 

William St r i ck l and , the State Ar ch i tect , subm i tted hi s de sign 
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pr oposal o the monument committee : 

The des i gn emb~aces a pedesta l of ten fe et squa r e and 
f o~r tee n _f eet in height , sur r ounded by an obelisk of 
th ~r t ? - six feet squa r e at the base , in one s olid bl ock , 
w~ighing about f orty- t~o tons , making the whole compact 
lime s tone of the Nashvil le quarries . The pedestal res ts 
upon t wo s t eps of two feet ri se each , and is embellished , 

n four_ corne rs , with the Roman fasces and battle axe , 
s u~po r t ing fun~ral vases at the base of the obelisk , 
wh ile the Americ~n Eagle is perched upon its apex. The 
names of the slain are to be inscribed up on the shaft 
as well_as upon the panels of the pedestal ; the counties 
from wh ich they came are also t o be inscribed . 21 

Strickland estimated that the monument and a "subs tanti al en ­

closure of spear railing of wr ought iron " would probably cost 

$8 , 500 . 22 

While vo lunteers of the First Tennessee basked in their 

"instant" glory and ren own , men of the Second Tennessee could 

no t he lp but feel un i mpo r tant . As rear guard , the Seco-nd Ten­

nessee stayed behind at Camargo . When it becam e evident that 

the Mexicans would indeed fight at Monterrey , and not at Sal ­

t ill o as had been predi cted , 23 reinforce me nts were requeste d . 

Nevertheless , "the Second Tennessee arrived too late from 

Camargo to participate in the Battle of Monterrey 11 24 and, 

th eref or e , received no laurels . 

Wh ile th e First Tennessee we l comed a 11 period of inac­

t i vity at Camp Allen near Monterrey ," Major Genera l Taylor 

info r med Santa Anna at San Luis Potos { that Washington had 

Of the armi·sti·ce and considered i t to be termi­disapproved 

nat ed as of Novembe r 13 . On December 13 , Brigadier Genera l 

Da vid E. Tw iggs , s First Division regulars 11 took up the line 

• d v· t ria nearly two hund r ed miles dis tant , o~ ma r ch ~owar s ic o , 
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as the advance of the column about to mo ve on Tampic o . " 

Quitman
1
s brigade , composed of the Georgia , Miss is sippi , and 

First Tennesse e regiments , struck camp the next day and pro­

ceeded f or Victoria . Taylor 1s t r oops f oll owed on Decembe r 15 , 

leaving Majo r General William O. Butler t s Oh i o and Kentucky 

regiments at Monterrey . 25 The Second Tennessee Regiment left 

Camarg o (Decembe r 8) and j oi ned the column on December 17 at 

Mont em or e l os , a small town sixty miles below Monterrey "at 

the f oot of th e sierra , planted bes i de a swift , cool s t ream , 

f ul l of t r out , that watered a be au t iful va lley , and suggesting 

at a distance under the bl ue sky--a pearl set i n an azure 

s tone . 112 6 Co l onel Wil liam B. Campbe ll noted : 

At Montemo r ales ~i~, we we re joined by the 2d Ten ­
nessee Re gi ment a nd General Qu i tm an was placed i n com ­
mand of the whole force left to march on Victo ria . I t 
was or ganized on the 18th Dec . into a field Divisi on , 
composed of 2 br igades -- the 1st composed of the 2 
Tennessee Regts . and placed unde r my command , Gene ral 
Pillow having re urned to New Orleans in bad health and 
the other made up of Geo r gia and Miss i ssippi Regts . and 
the Baltim or e Bat tall ion [sicJ , commanded by Co l . Jack­
son of the Georgia Regt . Thu~ organized we pr oceed ed 
on the ma r ch to this place [Vic or~a . he whole com ­
mand numbered about 2200 men and about 100 wagons and 
300 pack mules . The march was most success ful , not 
having l os t a man or a wagon on the whole way . 27 

On thei r way to Vic to ria , United States troops ma r ch ed th r ough 

the towns of Li nares (December 21 ) and Villa Grande (De cember 

25) , encamp i ng f ou r miles below Hidalgo . Since re conna issance 

re ports indi cated ene my t r oop movement ahead , th e command 

halt ed on the 27th i n or de r to s trengthen the advance and 

1 ente r ed Victo ria , i n batt le f orma t i on , r ear guards . The co umn 

f l· nut,' es after the enemy had evacuated on December 29 , "a ew 

i t . " The Americans , somewhat di sappointed , had expected 
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"obstinate resistance." 28 

Since Major General Taylor's regulars left the column to 

aid Brigadie r Gene ral wi· 11· J w . lam . or th 's forces near San Luis 

Potos { , Major General Rb t pt o er a terson reached Victoria , by 

the early part of January , with two Illinois infantry regi -

ments , on e Tennessee cavalry regiment , and two artillery com -

. 29 "A . pan1es . new organizati on of brigades now f oll owed , and 

i t was wi th feelings of pr ide and pleasure that the Tennes ­

seans took their positi on , side by side , as a Tennessee 

brigade commanded by Major General Gideon J . Pill ow , 113 0 who 

arrived at Victoria by January 8 . The Tennesseans were "now 

all together" and l ooked f or wa r d o "war m wo rk a t Vic to ria . 11 31 

Wh ile encamped a t Victo ria , the he al th of the t r oops 

~ot i ceably impro ved . 32 Colonel Campbel l was pleased to report : 

"This is a most pleasant and healthy coun ry and the whole 

a r my here have fine heal h wi h he ex cep i on of chills and 

fevers , which are mild and are cause ' by th e change of 

weather and the exposure of ca. - li e . , 33 

By the la tte r part of Decem ber 1846 and he beginning 

of January 1847 , the issues o oo r pay ( se ven do llars a month 

for privates ) and threadbare c o · hi ng , ·./ i ch were frequent 

t opics of discussi on f or enca m e v 1 n ee rs , se e e o have 

been res ol ved . Volunteers ha d been ob lige d o furnish thei r 

1 . f cl oth1·ng , ever y non- comm issi on ed own clothes , and , "i n 1eu o 

off i ce r a nd pri vate shall be entitled t o receive i n money 

f 1 i · ba of a non- com . issioned a sum equal to the cost o_ co 

in the regu _ar t r oop s of th e nited States . " officer or private~ 

and Pay , the vo l untee r was not on the 
In r egar d to c l oth i ng 
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same footing as the regular army soldier . 34 Congress attempted 

to remedy this discrepancy when it passed a bil l which "au­

tho rized cl othing to be dist ri buted " to the volunteer re gi ­

ments in Mexico . Only two or three of the twenty- six volunteer 

regiments stationed in Mexico were supplied with decent cloth­

ing . 35 Mr . Haralson ( Committee on Mili t ary Affairs ) reported: 

It was r esolved by the Senate and House of Represent ­
atives of the United States in Congress assembled , that 
the Secretar y of War be auth orized and direc t ed i mme ­
diately t o cause to be f orwar ded and deli vered t o the 
assistant quartermas t er of eac h regi men t of vo lunteers 
an amount of clo t hing f or the men of he same equal t o 
t heir wants , and that t he sa i qua r t er mas t er be au ­
t horized and directed to del iv er cloth i ng to eac h non­
co mmis s i on ed offi ce r , musician , an priva e , .,rho s e 
necess i t i e s r equi r e the sa e , a he pr i e which the 
sai d cl othing has cos he ove r n ent , an hat th e 
a mount so de l ivered o ea h s al be arged n he 
payr oll , a nd ded cte r o his pay . 36 

The Senate ' s Cr i t te nden Resolu io in r ease pay o so l d i er s 

and voluntee r s , and ce r ifica es o e i wi ha di ional pa y 

b , d O hose ·,.,r ho exh · ~ ex a rdinary brav -were o e gr an e 

er y or devo i on . 11 37 

The volun ee rs rejoi e a ne.,rs -:: .e ongressi onal 

decisions r eached Victoria . B eir o i is was s or l i ved , 

for their favorite , a or ene a Za ¥ .. "!:f ay or was rep_aced 

or e e a •: · n.:i e_ co he 
a s Commander - i - hie y a 

Hay es en essee ca alry) ad de -
dispa ch , wh i c Cap ain 

n h rs ay , an ary 4 , 18 7 ' 
live r e to th e Vi oria co m an 

or de r ed Tay l or back · o onter r ey a - directed t e a in body 

of t r oo ps at Vi cto r ia , inc _udi .g 

advance o Ta .p i o , appr ox · . a · e y 

1
. n , . f r an at a k o .. prepara 1 0n o · 

:.e Se co en .es see , to 

:les ~o he southeas t , 

3 Captain Benjami n era ruz . 
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Fr ankl in Ch ea t ham of the First Tennesse e , who la te r served 

as Co l one l of the Third Tennessee in the battles f or Mexic o 

Ci ty , ga i ned note as MaJ·o r G 1 f enera o Confede ra te forces 

during the Civil War , and was Superintendent of Tennessee pris ­

ons ( 1874 - 1878) , hoped the Veracruz campaign would be a real ­

ity , for he could not understand the strategy in a move toward 

Tam pico : 

This general move towards Tampic o bothers me a good deal 
as I cannot see the utility of it as that place has sur ­
rendered s ome time since .... It is a move that none 
o~ us ~an comprehend as there ar e no troops in that 
direction that we are aware of but we a r e really tired 
of an inactive camp life and are willing f or anything 
for a change . 39 

The Second Tennessee and its cohorts lef t Vi ctoria on 

January 15 , crossing the Rio Folo rn e by the 19th . On January 

20 , they gazed upon the awes ome beauty of the l of ty Sierra 

de la Vaca y Cabra (Mountain of the Cow and the Goat) . Ameri ­

can f orces marched thr ough Altamira , "one of the oldest towns" 

in Mex i co , proceeded along the borders of Laguna de los Es ­

ter os , a large lake within ten mil e s of Tampico , and camped 

at the hac ie nda of Enca r nacitn ( Camp Laguna de Puerta) . On 

January 24 , 1847 , t he column passed thr oug h Tampic o and en ­

camped on a "low , le vel plain" besi de the "sluggish Panuco 

b 1 the "queen ci t y of Mex i co . 11 40 
River , 11 a ha lf mile e ow 

The Second Tennessee spent an uneventful February in 

camp nea r Tampico , 41 though the men were undoubtedly happy 

t hat camp fare , generally coarse , i . e ., coffee , fried bacon , 

,, h such a town as this . 11 

and hard bread , im pr ov ed wen near 

h k t and we ha ve had here , 
'We get vegetab l e s fr om t e mar_e , 
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fine potatoes , lettuc e th e finest I 

ever saw and fish ; beef i s 
abundant but not firs t rate . "4 2 

Wh i le stat i oned a t Tampi co , t he comba t an t s s pecula ted 

abo ut t he imminent Veracruz campaign. Captain William B. 

Wal to n of t he First Tennessee predi·cted that "the fighting 

a t Veracruz would constitute one of the most sanguinary bat -

tles ... that United States troops ever engaged in ; al ­

tho ugh a majority of the officers here think very differ ­

en t l y , 11 43 including Col onel Campbell who confidently sta t ed 

that "Veracruz is obliged to fall an easy prey and we shall 

marc h on Mexico [City~ almost without opp osi t i on . 11 44 

On Fe bruary 19 , 18 47 , Maj or General Winfield Sc ot t ar ­

ri ved a t Ta mpico and "issued or ders f or a n i mm ediate embar ­

ka t i on f or Veracruz . " App r ox imately ten to t wel ve t housand 

me n , namely Ma jor General Pill ow ' s Bri gad e of th r ee Tennessee 

r egiments , Major Gene r al Qu i tman ' s Br igade (A labama and Ge or ­

gia re gi men t s ) , Brigad i er General James Sh i e l ds's Brigade 

composed of two I l lin ois regimen t s and approx i mate l y fou r to 

fi ve tho us a nd r egul ars , and the r egu l ars unde r the comma nd 

of Br i gadie r Gene r als Tw i ggs and Worth , constituted the Vera ­

cruz exped i tionary fo r ce . The regula r s of Co l on el Gates , a 

Lou i s i ana r egiment , and the Ba l t i more Batta l ion we re ea r marke d 

fo r garri son du ty a t Tamp i co . The t r oops we r e s cheduled to 

be gi n e mbarkat i on on Fe br uary 21 on "nava l ves sels chartered 

to ass is t i n th e t r an s po r t a t i on of the a r my . " Or der of embar ­

kation was as fol l ows : Tw i ggs ' s Divis i on , fir st ; Pi ll ow 's 

T B · d econd · Qu itman ' s Brigade , thi r d ; Sh i e l ds ' s ennessee r1ga e , s , 
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Brigade , f ourth ; a r til l e r y , fift h . 45 

Twiggs ' s Di visi on e mba r ke d on Sunday , Fe bruary 28 and 
;' . 

sailed f or An ton Lizardo , an a ncho rage eight or nine miles 

s outh of Verac r uz , via Lobos Island , a si t e fif ty or six t y 

miles bel ow Ta mp i co , wh er e Ma ·or Gener al Sc ot t wa s a assi ng 

an exp edi t i ona r y f or ce f or a 11 gr a nd des e ... , upon he f or -

· t 46 t ress Cly . 

Th e emba r ka t i on of p · 11ow ' s en essee Br iga e was i n e r -

r upt ed by a vi o en t no r e r . On a r 2 , he :'e n. e ss ean s p 

to s ea , ar ri ving he nex ay a Lobo s Is_an · . a r ch 6 , a 

f l o i lla of si x ty or see. J s h: . s , in~ - · tho e wh: on-

veye e Tenness ee i n · a n r y. e r. , a . ~ :-- e..; !: ea :-- :he i an of 
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vict ory" over Santa Anna at Buena Vista (February 22 and 23) , 

exhibited a confident enthusiasm as they ca e ashore amid the 

strains of "The Star - Spangled Banner" played by shipboard 

bands . 49 

The Second Tennessee Volunteer Infant r y Regiment landed , 

as part of Pillow's First Brigade , on he beaches south of 

Verac r uz , in the second wave of surfboa s , on arch 10 , 1847 , 

American f orces were or dered 0 I 0 le e y in es 
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First Lieutenant Fr ederi ck B N 1 • e son of Company D was the 

firs t officer to reach the top of the hill . The flags of the 

Me mphis Rifle Guards and Gaines Guards d wave proudly within a 

short range of the city ' s batteries . 53 " In answer to their 

t hree loud cheers , they iecond Tennesse~ received the first - ~ 

fire • · · a continuous storm of balls and shells from the city 

and castle which swept like hail , over the American trenches . "5 4 

On Ma r ch 22 , 1847 , Major General Winfield Sc ott demanded 

tha t Brigadier General J ua n Mo r a les surr end er his f orces in 

order that the beau t iful ci ty of Veracruz might be spared from 

t he i mm inen t hazard of dem oli t i on . He a ppeal ed to the "in­

t elligen ce , gallant r y , pat ri ot i s m, and human i t y of the de ­

fen ders11 wh o might r efr ain nr om a "useless effusi on of bl ood 11 

and spar e i t s 11 peaceful i nha bi a n s (wom en and ch ildr en ) 

f r om the in ev i ta bl e ho rr ors 01 a t riumphant assau l t . 11 55 

Sho r t l y a f te r Sc ott ' s not e a rr i ed , or a es r ef us ed his sur ­

r ender demand , s ay i ng tha t the .. ex i can gov er nmen had placed 

its confidence n i m a nd he 1w:1 ma ke i t good o he las t ; 

t herefor e , h is exce ll enc y can com en e h · s ope r at i on s of war 
56 

i n th e manne r whic h he ma y onsi de r "o s ad van age ous • 1 

On he sa me da y (Ma r h 22) , ni t ed St a e s land and na va l 

ba tte ri e s be gan the siege of era r z . 

The Second Ten ness ee , en a m ed nea r .e r u: ns of th e 

cas t l e of Mal i br an , was enga ge d i n pr epari ng ba t eri es f or 

ac t i on . Pil lo w' s Brigade hau _ed 68 - pounde r s fr om he be a ch 

a t nigh t to th e a val Batte _y ( Batte r y 1 .. . be r Fi ve ) , wh ic h 

mo unt ed s ix gun s ( th r ee J2 - pounders and t hr ee 68 - pound er s ) . 
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In broad daylight , on March 24 , as Pill ow ' s men came under 

heavy fire , th e final mounting of the naval batte r y ' s cannon 

i n the chaparral was completed . Pillow ' s Brigade also assisted 

i n putting heavy siege mortars in place . 57 

The ample variety of Ame rican firep ower was pe r plexing . 

Colone l Camp bell , writing at "Camp fas hing o " near Ve racruz , 

stated that the r e were en 10 - inch mortars and f ou r 24 - pounders 

in positi on by March 20 . he firs ' ba e r of seen 10 - inch 

1 t d b h ' d . · · 5 mortars wasp an e y or s 1v1s_on . The r a ba eries 

(Wo r th ' s batteries ) , mbers ne , _wo , an ee , were om -

5 manded by Colonel Ja es Ba.khea . A e r a e r 

of guns from he na y-- '"0 3 - o . e rs and f o 

Battery Numbe r Four , lo a e be: · .. :ee:: :.e ::io r :a s a . 
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garrisoned by 2 , 500 men with 37 0 cannon . 64 Colonel William B. 

Campbell de scribed the s ene wh ~c. 

The castle is si t ua 
ab out 800 yards f . o e o -n--
town and cas le deep eno g 
The town is surrounded by 

hick , wi t h 90 g ns i n ba 
The sand hi s which r ise 
high . : e ni __ s a ~e 
leys a ve ry dense t ' . · ~ke 8 ~ 

high , a ke s i i a ssab e 

he pr in ipal .e x a o. t. s a: e r a 

on ~r n ed Am erican t r oop s : 

ow 
e 

s . 
3 fee 

r a 

al -

r oa · f ort , ' l 8c a e eas: ) c : :.:-.e 

( ain 

" -ate .f , I --., r.e 

., ... .::1 0 r 
• - - .. t 

... "" '.' r') .. . ~ -.. . . .. . .. : . " 

a: : 

: o 

' ' 

e 

..,. :_:e t •t At, 

_ , 

.. -.... 

.: -.. ...... ... ··.::...; ...... -- . -

~ .,.. - .,. 
- · ., f 



41 

arm y drag oo ns , esc or t ed by Ca ptain Ca swell ' s company of Ten -

nessee ca va lry , we r e dispat ched to substant i ate r umo rs of a 

"s t r ong e ne my f or ce i n the r ea r of our line s . " A s uperi or 

f or ce of Mexi can l ance r s at acKed the scouting par ty , and 

th r ee Tennesseans we r e cut off nrom t eir compa_y . A detach -

ment was re ques ed to rei n or ce e eleaguere' men a a ba r -

r icaded stone bridge over a lago on , he Puen e de oreno . 

Four ompan i es of Colonel Haske 's Se n e . essee , four 

First Tennessee companies 0. a!: e y a . e 1 , f our 

companies of dismo n ed ennessee a · a 
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pursued the lancers to Medalin and overtook them , sabering 

about fifty · "The Mexicans were entirely r outed and cut to 

pieces . " American l osses at the Battle of Medalin Bridge were 

light , three ki lled and six or eight wounded , including Pri ­

vate G. Woodly , Company H, Second Tennessee , who was slightly 
68 wounded . 

Major General Scott , fearing the onse of the yellow 

fe ve r season (ab out April 15) in th e sick y region of eracruz , 

or de re d that the bombardmen be increase y he an ba 

te ries , as well as those of he ' osq i o F ee 

March 27 , 1847 , surrender neg o ia o s were 
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Lieutenant Wil l iam Gibbs McAdoo . Captain E. F . Ruth commanded 

Company D from June 4 , 1846 to Fe br ua r y 2 , 8 , r e s.:.gni ng 

March 1847 , when he wa s p_a ced nde r arre s 
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Veracruz and joined the march to Jalapa . The Ame r icans had 

an effective f orce of only five thousand . 77 

The column , harassed by guerrillas , haled on April 13 

and encamped near Plan del R{o , approximately forty - fi ve miles 
78 

fr om Veracruz . Colonel Campbell re por ed fr om Plan del R{o 

on April 17 : 
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men , unde r_Bri~adier General Ci ria co Vasquez; Gen-
eral Antoni o L~pez de Santa Anna and Majo r General 
Pedr o de Ampu~ia were the re , also , during the commence ­
men t of the fight , but clear ed themselves quickly afte r ­
wa r d . At the foot of Ce rr o Gordo , and nea r the batte r y 
No . 5 , were a bout two thou sand men and fi ve cannon . On 
the hill of the batteries Nos . 1 , 2 , 3 , and 4 , were 
about four thousand men , and twenty - four pieces of ar ­
tille r y-- fi ve in o . 1 , eight in o . 2 , eight in No . 3 , 
and three in No . 4. These were under th e command of 
Brigadier General Romul o Diaz de La ega and Brig -
adier Gene r al Luis Pinzon . The fac t of there being 
ar t illery in Nos . 1 and 2 was unkno wn t o our a t tacking 
force , the pi eces being masked by brush , like tha t which 
lay cut down and dry be~ or e t e , and here hav i ng been 
no opportunity of making a corr ec r econna issance ~sic) 
of t he positi on . At San t a Anna' s ea a r ers , we re a 
body of infant ry a nd ar ti ll er y , wi h six ca non , ✓ a nd 
f our t housand lancers unde r a ·or Gene r al alen in 
Canalizo ; making i n all abou hir een ho sa e , 
wi t h f or ty - t wo pi eces o an on . 2 

At s eve n o ' clock , Sunday orn· n , r 7 , he 
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Captain E . B. Alexander ' s Third Infan t ry , he Seventh Infan-

try under Lieutenan Colonel Plymp on , an Ma· or · · · lliam W. 

Loring's Rifle Regiment of Colonel nar ney's Brigade , a po­

sitioned on Telegraph Hill , descended in o he va ley and 

he err o o on · charg ed the f ort facing he o 

taneously , Colonel Ri ey 's Br · ga de ·;e . e r · gh 

the base of Cerr o Gordo , and enga ed e e e a a 

o ose : . 0 base . " Shields ' s Bri ad e , 

and Four th Illinoi s Infa t r e .:_ , e : vO .. . , a. e 

Colone a r Bake r , e e t. :.. ·:e::...,- , a 

Si 1 -

'a r o n 

ea is 

'1'h . e . .. :..r 

or.e 

. e For eman an 

Yor k r egi e n er oo e_ ,., . · r. e: _ c a s e a::.. o .. 

e ase o Ce rr o o o , o e ·: : .. e , :i ·: e" o. :.. : 

ri · a nk , ' an a a 0 ~-~ r r :.. e a: · 1.. r: c .. a .. · 

he 

' ... he r o· :. o . a::. · t :. e : or 1.. e 

a l 

. i 1 

or e 

mbe r .e . er y 

ky .. ar.y ar. i 

?en. s y l \·ar: ::.. a , 

•""' ... - • • · n • M ... . \.,, ... .. . - . 

c o ::: _e:e , 

I ' I 

,.; 

""\ ,.. ..... . - .. . 

;.: ::e. ---



86 
Number Two . 

47 

Co l onel Haskell's Second Tennessee Vo lun t eer Infan t r y 

Regimen t "m ov ed onward t o the assaul t wi h grea t energy and 

enthusiasm , " despite the heavy crossfire and the dense chap-

arral thickets . The pathway up the hill was so narr ow ha t 

the men were "forced t o advance by a fla nk ov e en a nd fre ­

quently by single file . " The Second enne ssee ad a nced "with 

as much rapidity as the na t ure of he gr o nd would pe r mi t " 

and "charged with a s ho ut of de ian e " a i' e s ra s of 

87 
th e Mexican bugles . " "The exican ar t il er y i n on opened 

upon them ; the ba tte r y on the r· gh s e e ·,.,ri h g a e , a 

that on the lef t c r os sed i s s owers of a . ste r : o g . e ir 
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charge the seco nd time when an express ca e fr o .aj or Gen -

eral Sc ott to Major Gene ra l G. J . p · 1 

operat i ons as he ene my had s rr e e e 

All the fiel d office r s of he Se 

Co l onel Haskell , wer e ei er ki _ e 

ol one l Da vid H. C i s ' ·,; 0 
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JOO to 450 kille d and wo unded , wh i le appr ox i ma t ely 400 Me xi -

cans we r e ki ll ed-- thei r ca sualties totaling 1500 . 96 

The Ame ri can vi ctory at Ce rr o Gordo was complete : 

Not a t hing was s a ved by the f lying enemy ; all or de r 
was lo st , and eve r y one esca ped in he best way he 
coul d . The r e f ell into the hands of o r vie orious army 
forty - two pieces of cann on (mos t o~ e brass ) , any 
wagons a nd pack m les , four ho san six 
or eight thousand stand of ar s ( o i e 
generals --Pinson ~ic , Jarero _ ega , 

ori ega , and Obando ; (ano her , killed 
on Ce rr o Go r do , fighti g o he a s : ) ; any 
lieutenant - col onels , a nd o he r ofn i e rs ( w 
and fifteen in al l) ; mos ab dan len 
powder ; cann on and ske 
grape - shot and canis er , o 
Santa Anna ' s ra veli ng a r ia e , a 
eluding six een o san ' 'ol _a s , i 
par of whi h f e ll n o :: e .. a. s :he ·::.. , . 
Illinoisans a nd ~? e r s ; a · , i~ _a1.. , e' ·e!' ·· 1::::..n5 

enemy pos s esse . 

11 eve r in any a 1 e , ha·; e e e .. a c:: !- e - .:. !' a!: ex e -

len ly f o ti ie 
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Tennessee ho r se , the 1st and 2d Tennessee infant ry , 
and the company of Kentucky volun eers , will ma rch 
tomorr ow mo rning , the 6th ins ant . . he r oops will 
ma r ch wi th their arms , en r ounds o i i on , and 
the ir personal effects , and will r is place 
all tents , and such o he r ar icles o ipage 
as may not be i ndispensable on he re Each 
man will take in his have r sack hard rea' f o 
days , and bacon f or wo days . 
will obtain fr o he C · e 
fresh beef , on he r oa , ers 
of the c ommand wil aKe .ro_er 
acting uartermas er Ge era 
por tation . In pro ulga i 
r eg imens o re r o 
Gene ra l , whi 
i e will o 
to gather a i o .a 
already brill ian 
ollec ions o a 

ho es . Th e se vi 
will e ver e e 

ol one l 
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painstakingly rowed out to meet the Bulletin , only to find 

out that th e volunteers were not on board . 7 
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Those veterans who did reac h Me phis were ho no red at a 

dinne r at the Gayoso Hotel . Colonel Haske 

fallen com rades and spoke o he 

co mmand . A century- ol d can non a e 
g 

e ogized hi s 

r age of is 

a , Sa as 
among the souvenirs on display , a d se e r a ex ca boy s , 
be t ween t he ages of twel ea 

publ i c ga he ri ng s . 

On June 0 , a ee 

Hotel . Colonel a a e 

a ing sec r e a r y , wee i 

g as e 

e so 

r::: e 

ee , wee ex e a 

a e ·le .:..s o e 

a r . , a Ii . ea 

ha:. '" 5 e a.:. e 

r easury af e r 60 . 00 . a bee .. s er.., a na Ke ar 

ne r . Te zen r e o · e o s e _e a e:.e -

bra ion i hon 0 he e: · ... e 

i.:..:::-: e r an 

were see 

oi 

e e 

e 

I 
ee , 

wo n e \·ol ee 

e i :e .:.tte:--.-

a: t e a e a .. e 

i u i. a e I • S e wea:r.e 

r a e s , an g ~i r e 

e !. e .. . 

s e 

:e· . ~e=.~.:..s ~: :es we:re 
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Second Tennessee ) , wh:ch was sewn y a 
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had heralded th e r etur n of he 0 ee s . 2 

As he falle n he r oes ~ere a.:. res: , r.e · . .; 
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one hund r ed cadets ( 11 Los Ninos 11
) of the Mexic an Milita r y 

Academy , Mex i co City fell t o Scot 's tr oo ps d r · ng he night 

of September 13 . American l osses were es t i a e a 2 , 03 . 

E. H. Taylo r , a t Vicksburg , Mississ · pi , wr o e hi s br o her , 

James R. Tayl or , Es qu ire of Ready e ' 

Tenness ee , co ncerni ng the A er i a V "" o e 

We have jus t heard of s 
vic to r y a t t he ci y 0 exi 
ar e r ep or ed kil le 0 ",J 

a r e s ome valua ble o: 
r oute d 30 , 000 e xi ans 
being kille ' 

WO n e 

On Feb r ary 2 , , a e 

:'.'18 ni ed· s a es an ex oat ea. 

. exi 0 i y . The e a I • e 

, 0 . The e x a 0 t: e L -

,., a :.:.. on we r e ex ha ., . 

t -Y - • 

t e 1 exi e e . . 



---

CHAPTER SIX 

Ep i logue 

Major General Gideon J ohn s on Pillow , comm ande r of the 

First (Tennessee) Bri gade , was generally hailed as "one of 

th e bravest men in the American army . " He re pea e l y II aced 

in the most himse lf dang e r ous posi ion s ovi g a he 

head of his brigade up on the ene my wi h s ee i r a i y . II 1 . 

11 In leading his bri gade in 0 ac io a e r o 0 0 I e --
eral Pill ow had the Te nn e ss ee r eg e 0 s era a -

van ce . He d istinguis hed i s e f 

enco un te r ed a mask ed ba e r y-- e 

ga 

. k. ow 

, as e 

i 

Find i ng the Tennesseans ina e a e o seize · :.e si io 

Pillow dr ew off his en . ' 2 

. ennessee even compa r e p · 

Despi e he ou o r 

begged 0 d if fe r . ia 

Fi r st Te nn e ss ee , i no 

Pill ow is of the s malle 

va · ed o s o h i gh a 

he fi e l d of a 

o a. 

io n as 

he ene y 0 

s 

0 

1 err o Go r do , 

wi tho ut the a ack ha ··as 

I 

tho ugh he was re lse d . " 4 

he ennessee elega i on 

r . ian a::a .... r:e 1.he e o 

0 .1.. r a :. s e , : !; e . e ·,.r e r e t: o e . ..,. h 

0\,, 8 . a :n 

eaK fa·: 
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Pr esi den t . His poli t ical i nf luence was 

fac to r i n his ili ary a p_ o n 

As s oo n as he Seco 
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o· ntr ·men pon the f 

vi vo r~ of tha fearfu~ctsdas they transpired . The sur -
rep u ta i on of being d _a n needless slaughter have the 
t l \.,1 d r iven fr om th f' ld ., e L.: o o of t he s la 1· . . e 1 e , whilst fr om 

f r · n incense 1s eh l d an 0 ~1 e r , who , in the lan x a e to gl orify 
ther led no r f oll owed . h guage of the address , 1 nei -
mis carried solely beca~n t~ assau l t . • .. 1 The assault 
im po ssible thing by an s fef . ey were commande d to do an 

d 
• o 1cer wh o enJ· th . e r e 1 t of having eve r or der d . oys e exclusi ve 

gallant Sate to make a cha: a r~g1ment fr om_tha t 
sulted in a repulse Th f f e which necessarily re ­
dia ely rallied f or . ano~h ac that this regiment imme ­
repea t an attac k over gro~~da~sault, _and . was ready . to 
utes t i me , on e - f ourth of · t pon which in three min -
an evidenc e of coura i s membe r s was shot down , is 
Where was Co l . Wy nk o~e ~~ ~h~ strongest s i gnif~cat i on .. 
Where wa s Co l . Robert~ th!t h: was no~ assault~ng No . 1? 
Haskell? Co l . Wynk oo p speakingw~s n~. suplpfort1ng Col. 
th f · t · • ' or 1mse , answers 

e irs inquiry . He declares that he was ordered not 
to a dv ~nce fr o~ the posit i on until ordered to do so by 
Gen . Pill ow'. either through one of his aides or by a 
conce r t e d signal. He states that he recei ved no order 
heard or ~aw ~o sig~al ..... We utterly disclaim any ' 
ot~e r motive 1n making th i s publication than such as 
~r1s~ from a des ire to do justice to others and to have 
Ju s t ice for themselves .... We have performed an un­
pleasant task . . . . The mem ory of the dead who fel l 
ther e ~erro Gord~ , requ i re that we shoul d te l l ' the 
tru th , the whole t r uth , and nothing but the truth .. 

Pil l ow r eque s t e d that hi s rebuttal be inserted in "those 

pape rs which have published the attack on me . 11 He cont ended 

t hat had he known th e ac t ual strength and posit i on of the 

enemy , though acc urate r ec onnaissance was imposs i ble due to 

the Gi bra l t ar - like nature of Cerro Gordo , the charge would 

not ha ve be e n ordered . An assault upon the enemy ' s batteries 

f r om anothe r part of the battlefield woul d have been just as 

unsu ccessful and deadly . Pillow believed that the officers 

who had si gned th e address "a cted hasti l y and without re ­

flec t i on , be i ng und er t he influence of f alse impressions pr o-

. f'd "7 
duced by Co lonel Has kell , who abused the ir con 1 ence . 

Facing possible court - ma r t ial charg e s , Pill ow appeare d 

be f or e a Cour t of Inquiry whi ch met in Mexi co City on April 



13 - 22 and at Frede r ick , Ma r yl and , J une 5- July 6 , 1848 . He 

accused of appropriat i ng f or s ouve ni' r s two howi tze r s t aken 
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was 

at Chapultepec . Pi ll ow wa s ac qui tt ed , 11 a egi ng that Mi ds hi p-

man Roge r s and a Mr . We ls h had pla ced them 1·n his ba gga ge 

"wi thout his pr ev i ous knowl ed ge or con se nt . "8 As a Brigadier 

Gene ral of Co nfe dera t e f orces duri ng th e Ame r ic a n Ci vi l War , 

Pil l ow wou l d on ce aga i n be embr oi led in cont r oversy f or hi s 

cowar dly f li ght fr om For t Donel s on and an incurabl e l ack of 

command in i t ia t i ve . 

Co l one l Wi lli am Tur ner Haskell , commander of the Second 

Tennessee Vo lunteer Infant r y Regiment , re turne d ho me to Ten ­

nessee t o pu r sue a political career . Haskell , born in Mu r ­

f r eesbo r o , Ruth er ford County , Tennes s ee on July 21 , 1818 , 

was the son of Judge Jos hua Haskell and ancy (Ready ) Haskell 

and nephew of Congressman Charles Ready . He was educa ed by 

pri va te tutors and attended publi school s in Jackson , Madi ­

son County , Tennessee , whe r e the fa ily had moved in 1821 . 

Haskell left the University of ashville in 1836 and enlis ed 

in the army . Aft er the Sec ond Se. inole ar , Haskell studied 

law under his f athe r . He was ad. it ted o th e ba r · n 1838 and 

establ ished his prac t i ce in Jackson , ennessee . Haskell , a 

Whig , serve d as State Representativ e to the Tennessee Gene ral 

Assembly from Madison County , 18 0- 184 • In 84 • he cam -

a Pr esidential hopeful , and wa s paigne d f or Henry Clay , 

chosen as one of Clay's electors .
9 

With the outbreak of the Mexican Wa r , Haskell , poss essing 

Was ap poin ted Colone l of the First 
polit i cal connections , 

R . t Tennessee Volunte ers . His 
Brigade , Second eg1 men , -
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cri i c i sm of Pill ow' s t a ct i c s at the Ba tt l e of Cerr o Gor do 

wa s gene rally applauded though a f 
' ew wer e of a cont r a r y 

opini on : 11 Gene r a l Pi ll ow I s or der a t Ce rr o G or do , wh i ch Ha s -

kell seems to t hink pr oves his incapa ci· ty t o command , was 

the on l y pr oper or de r und er the circums t ance s , and that 

Haske ll doe s not know much a bo ut mil itary ma tte rs . rr 10 

In 1847 , Haskel l conducted a spi ri ted Congr essi ona l cam -

paign . On July 17 , Col one l Haskel l , an eloquent , dr ama t i c 

orato r , de li vered his i nfa mous , ant i - wa r s peec h at Dresden , 
11 

Tennessee 

The Mexi ca n Wa r i s unnecessary , un ·us , unpr ovo ke d , 
agg r ess i ve , and unconsti tut i onal . If I am el ected , my 
pol i cy and a i m in Congr ess will be__ o put a n end t o his 
wa r : to s ound the bug l e , blow off \cal l of n he bl ood ­
hound s , a cknowledge t he err or of our ways ,- and take a 
r et r og r ade ma r ch , wi t h muf fl ed dr ums , unde r the une of 
Bonapa r te ' s r et r eat fr om Mosco .J , un il we r each he ea s 
bank of t he Rio Grande or s ome othe r line es i gna ed by 
Congr ess . . I t 1 s absurd and f oo lish in he ext r e e 
to talk a bo ut ext e ndi ng our terri ory far her han 
Texas pr ope r . . . . 12 

Has kell 11 exul t ingly boa sted hat he had been in he inglo -

ri ous war , i . e ., t he Me xi can Wa r , figh in he ba tles of 

his country , while his c ompet i or , J . A. Gad er , re ained 

a t home . 11 1 3 

Repo r te r s pr edic ted tha Haskell , e .JO d- e he r o of 

Cerr o Gor do , 11 would 11 l os e mo r e a . his a ins or.ing he 

d bt · ning a sea i. heights of democrac y an o a i 
1 ng r ess , 11 

· men ·. ig s and 
t hough he was a 11 gen t le ma n kn own t, O many ' 

this cha r acte r a s a ge nt le ­
Dem ocrats , in Nas hv ille ; a nd ha 

• ff 1 5 
man is be yo nd all ques t i on . 

f or elec t i on i pr ved as his rrid eas 
Haskell ' s chances 

about c l osing th e wa r , 71 . back · o a de fe ns ive li ne , 
by fa _ i ng 
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changed . " He too k his seat i n the Thi r t i eth Congress (March 

4 , 1
8

4
8

- Mar ch 3 , 1849 ) "wi th a dete r minati on to act f or the 
16 coun t r y . 11 

When his Congressi onal term 
expired , Haskell resumed 

his law practice . He wr ot e poems a nd 
s ongs and 11 da bb l ed" in 

poli t ics , running unsuccessfully f or Go vern or i n 1859 . He was 

married t o Par olee Porter , by whom he had fi ve childr en . 

Ha s kell die d a t Wes te r n State Lunatic Asyl um , Hopki nsv i lle , 

Chr is t ian County , Kentucky on Ma r ch 2 , 859 and was buried 

in Ri versi de Cemete r y , Jacks on , Tenn essee . 17 

The Mex i can Wa r , as is generally t r ue of o he r conflic s 

past and pr esent , gene r a te d an obsession wi h glo r y amo ng non-

combatants , th ose who neve r experience 

Tenn e ss e e Governor Aar on Br own ur ge 

e ho_ro r s of war . 

he ere ion of a on u-

me nt t o com memo ra te the glo r y of tho se e nessean s who se r ved 

in Mexic o : 

I n be hal f of our whole peop 
expr ession of public gra t : 
he r oi c se r vi ces , and that a : 11 
of e ve r y soldie r o he regi~e. 
deposi ted in the new a i ol , whe ~ . 
te ri ty may know who hey we re ~hat c n r1 
t o th e ho nor and glory o " the o . nwea th . 
State cont r ibute la r ge y o he e r ec:ion 
monumen to the emory of -'-h ose wr.o fe _l 

or 
he na. e s 
an safely 

hat os ­
s o l a r gely 

he 
e of y 

i a -
tle or by disease , in ~e or ose ion of a ~ar , 
could not have been avo 1de a sa r "fi e o: 

wh ich 

nat i onal hono r , dignity , an charac~e r . 

he Sta -'-e fo .. e _o r _ ose of Com mi t t e es we r e f or med ac r os s • v - -

h . h were vO be p aced i . a mo ga t hering cont ri but i ons w 1c . 

consis ing of B~a s , 

·ment 

G. fund . I n Memp his , a comm i t ee , 

Curt i s , William D. Gi _mo r e , L~ nenders n , and Oscar eon 

to "s ol i c~t sub s cri pt i ons f or a Presc ott , was a ppointed 
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monument to officers and soldiers who fell in Mexico . "19 

On December 21 , 1849 , Democratic Sena t or J . W. Whitfield , 

r epresenting th e counties of Lawrence , Hickman , Wayne , and 

Hardin , intr oduc ed Senate Re s olut i on Number XVIII in the 

Tennessee Gene ral Assembly : 

Whe re as , the patri otic ci t ize ns of th is St a t e ha ve , by 
pri vate contribut ion , cause d to be ere cted a s ui t a ble 
monument to the memory of th e ci t i zen s ol diers of Ten­
nessee , who gave their li ves a willing sacrifice f or 
their country ' s honor in t he late war wi th exic o , at 
a cost of $250 0 , wi t h su i t a ble in s cr ip ' · ons he r eon ; 
and whereas , ab out $100 ~ i~ of said con r ibu · on 

- .l 
have be e n colle ct ed ; the r ef or e , Res ol ved , ha th e su 
of $15 00 be , and t he sa me is he r eby a pp r o ria e out 
of the t r easury , not othe rw ise ap pr o r ia e , f or t he 
purp os e of c ompl et i ng t he pay en o er ec i of said 
mo nu ment ; a nd t hat he Co _ t r o l e r iss e . ..:.. s warran 
to Tho mas D. Da venp or t , Sol o E. Ro se , Fr a k Bue ana , 
a nd William P . Rowles , monu . en a _ o 
Lawr enc eburg , and t ha t hey pay sai 
e r ect i on of sa · d onumen ; ar. d tha 
t o t a ke r ece i pts f or a l 

hey r e po r t o he e x of 

he 
ed 

ha 
. S a e . 20 

T e Se na e a do pte d he abo ·e r es ol t i on a o e o nine een 

t o f our , 1-1hil e :-i e : irrnl ·ic ~e o: ... ~ e :-: c ·..;.c:::e s: J~ d a: f i : tj·- s ix 

x ·: = = = . 2 :'he :i!O !; ::i en of Res ol :i on ·:-:ib e ~ t o en i n f a vo r 

was bu i l 

In 1866 , a 
· .. :i 'e xa ,.. .;e ,.. !(e a· a ·· , - 0 -ali f or nia p::- 1n ., e r • ··""' ' ·· - · ·· 

1 t h e of owin g e e xamp 

fou nded a e x i can Wa r ve e r a ?; ' 
a n r !" an i o . 

Kena day sugg e s te a · the ve · e r a .. s 
a. ·,, a r ee 

in onve ntio n . I n J a nuar y 
~, ' elega ~es : ::- o~ _ , : h:.. r: y- t .. r ee 

sta t es f or med he a t i o al As s 
~ 'i.ex1· a . , ar ..:..ati n o: · 

e e r an s , 

l· n Sa n F_a n is o . T:1e '.e adq ua r te r e d 
Ve "f or - s 0~1· ar- " ,.. s t r a ::i '-' v - • • 

a nd 
Of S oc ..:.. a l ir. t e r t _e pr omot i on 

. .,_ e I a 1 pr op e r ass1s 1., a n · 

U :!." S8 , 
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8 sta bl i shmen t of s oldiers' homes , and , 11 ~n the bes 

t raditi on , 11 to press for a servic e pe ns i on . Beg:'.. 

ve era n 

Octobe r 1879 , the socie y pub is he a e· . .Js. a_ e r , 

which con aine d u - o- da e i : or . a t ::.. a r t. a r 

in t e r es t to ex~ca n ar ve e r a n .... !1 -

'len i on vo ed f or h e e s a b i s : . . e . t, o : a ;,' e x :'.. _ a .. ·, · a !" · • e : e r a :; s 

soci e t y ' i n eve r y s a e o e 

Te nn e ss ee , ''1 i s s o r i , Lo :.s · a.a , 

an Mi :-ii an , 

.i~ ·,a a main :ai. e 

1 e x i ::i. 

a ssa h se-.:. , 

·,e te 

'l ' . O' .. " 

:: .e 

-, . 
'e 

:'.: 0\' 8 e 

-.. . . · 

- ..... T""·· "" .... ... .: . 
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i nva · ct s old iers of 
the wars pri or to our gr ea t c i · 1 war . , ~eg 

ar ar y s o iers 
at the So l d ie r s Home in as: i g on , 

give a fr acti ona l pa r II of ei r ens :.. r. , b .1.. 
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The na i ona e xi ca et.e r a .. s !" e· 

."as h ville , Tenn e ssee i e 
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anY man f or Congr ess who wa s no-'- in favor f :pensi ing 

r emarking that it was e II ' sti e C' 
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.1. g:cess !1 
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APPENDIX A 

CAS UALTIES OF THE SECOND TENNESSEE VOLUNTEER 
I NFANTRY REGIME NT 

AT THE BATTLE OF CERRO GORDO, APRIL 18 , 1847 

Killed 

Company A: Pvt . Samuel Floyd 

Company B: none 

Com pa ny C: Pvt . William England ; Pvt . Geo r ge w. Keeny 

Company D: 1st Lt . Frederick B. elson , Jr .; Pvt . Charles 
Sampson 

Com pany E: 2nd Lt . Char les G. Gill ; Sgt . H. L. Bynu ; 
Pvt . R. L. Bohannon ; Pv . John J . Gun er 

Compa ny F : Sgt . 
Pv t . 
Pvt . 

Co mpany G: none 

Company H: Sgt . 

Independent Ky . 
attached to the 

Flemi ng Wi l l is ; Pvt . w. 0 . s ribling ; 
Tho ma s Gr i f fin ; Pv Rober Keirna. (Ke i r 
Ephr a i m Price 

W. F . Br own 

Co ., Cla r k County , Cap . Jon S. ilia s , 
2nd Tn . : Cpl. . F a klin E ki ; 

Pvt . W. ( or . ) r · a 
Pvt . Alfred Ha on 

Wounded 

A. 

an) ; 

Lt . Co l . Dav i d H. Cummings , slig h Y 
Maj . Rob er t Fa r qua r harson , or Fa r quhars o. 
por a r y duty wi th the 2nd ) : se ve rely 

( st Tn . nf . , te -

Adj . Wi ley Pope Hale , mortally 

Compa ny A: 
ely . ov · . .-\.a !' on Capps , 

Sgt . And r ew Cars on , se ~~~ ery ' ~e ve r ely ; 
s l i ghtly ; Pvt . Aaron 1 ~ ?vt . Peter Wheel er , 

H awry , se ve r e_y , . h ' 
Pvt . enry G i liams , sllg t - Y 
slight l y ; Pvt . S . . 
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Company B: 

Co mpany C: 

Company D: 

Company E: 

Company F : 

89 

Pv . Benjami n F . Bibb . 
Br ewe r , slightly · pt ' }lightly ; Pvt . Moreau 

' v · · Kent , mortally 
Sgt . T. ( or F ) R B dl 
H. McAdoo , sli ht i _ra ey, _se ~erely ; Sgt . Edward 
ve r ely ; Pvt . s!muei ' DPv~ . William Bennett , se -
N G h a vis , severely . Pvt I . ra am , severely . Pvt L . , , saac 

, • ewis L. Jones , se verely 

~~~t , B:~t:;!~ ~ '~a~erC,hse ve rely; Pvt . Josiah Pres -
y , v • arles A. Ross , severely 

Pvt . A. Gregory, slightly · Pvt Joh G 
1 · h tl ' • n re gory , 

s ig y ; Pvt . _John P . Isler; Pvt . B. Plunkett ; 
Pvt . E. G. Robinson , slightly 

Sgt . Geo~ge A. Smith , mortally ; Pvt . Thomas H. 
Boyd, slightly ; Pvt . John Burns (o r Burrus ) , se ­
verely ; Pvt . Jason Cloud , slightly ; Pvt . L. W. 
Fussell (o r Russell ) , severely ; Pvt. Christopher 
J ohnson , severely ; Pvt . Nathan Moore , slightly ; 
Pvt . Alonzo White , severely ; Pvt . James Whit ­
t ington , severely 

Company G: Sgt . John Cowan ; Pvt . James M. Allison, se verely 

Company H: 1st Lt. William Yearwood , mortally ; 2nd Lt . James 
Forest , slightly ; Pvt . John D. Armon , severely ; 
Pvt . George Sherman (free colored ) , mortally ; 
Pvt . James Woods , severely 

Indep endent Ky . 
attached to the 

Co ., Clark County , Capt . John S. Wi lliams , 
2nd Tn .: 2nd Lt. George S. (o r T. ) Souther ­

land , se ve rely ; Sg t . A. (o r E. ) T. 
Mocabee , mortally ; Pvt . William 
Bruce; Pvt . Henr y Bruner , mo rtally ; 
Pvt . Wi lli am Chisholm , slightly ; 
Pvt . W. (o r N. ) W. Kieth , severely ; 
Pvt. Joseph J . Langston , severely ; 
Pvt . Willis F. Martin , slightly ; 
Pvt . James Mui r , slightly ; 
Pvt . Minor T. Smith ; Pvt . Ira Storm ; 
Pvt . Henry Williams , severely 
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Capt . Char les Nayl or ' s Company (Co . F) of the 2nd Pennsyl vani a 
Vo lunteers , temp orarily a ttac hed to the 2nd Tn .: 

Pvt . J ohn Chambe r s , mor a ly ; 
Pv t . Edward Cr us e , or tal y ; 
Pvt . Thomas Hahn , or a l y ; 
Pvt . Jac ob Simons , or a y 

The A e r ican 

a Pr iva e i · · 
i n Me xico , 

. 595 . 

., . ... . .... ' 
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Plate I. Campaigns of the Mexican War , 
1846- 1848, Richard B. Mo r ris and Jeffrey B. 
Mo rris, eds ., Enc clo edia of American 
Hist ory (New York : Harper & Row , 197 , p . 237 . 

Plate II. Map of Central Mexico . K. Jack Bauer , 
The Mexican War , 1846- 18 48 (N ew York : Mac ­
millan , 1974) , p . 262 . 

Plate III. Battleground of Cerro Gord o . 
Geo rge C. Furber , The Twel ve on hs ol n eer ; 
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