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ABSTRACT

Tennessee, the "Volunteer State," is historically known
for responding to the call to arms with enthusiastic fervor.
Tennessee's participation in the Mexican War was no exception.
Five infantry regiments and one cavalry unit were organized
from the State of Tennessee.

The purpose of this study is to shed light on the Second
Tennessee Volunteer Infantry Regiment. Scholarship on Colonel
William Bowen Campbell's "Bloody First" Regiment, heroes of
the Battle of Monterrey, abounds. The Second Tennessee played
just as important a role in effecting an American victory in
Mexico. It formed an integral part of our forces at the siege
of Veracruz. As the only Tennessee regiment actively engaged
at Cerro Gordo, it sustained heavy casualties. Yet, monuments
were not built solely to honor the valiant Second; poems of
praise were not written. Their courageous deeds have largely
been forgotten.

In order to place the much-neglected history of the
Second Tennessee in perspective, it is essential first to
examine the background to the Mexican War and Tennessee's
response to the outbreak of hostilities. The organization
of the Second, its campaigns, and journey homeward will be
discussed. Other pertinent topics include: Major General
Gideon J. Pillow (Tennessee Brigade Commander), Colonel Wil-

liam T. Haskell (Commander of the Second Tennessee), and the



debacle at Cerro Gordo; profile of Haskell; proposal to build
a monument on the grounds of the State Capitol to those of
the First Tennessee who died at Monterrey; the monument at
Lawrenceburg to all Tennesseans who died in the Mexican War;
veterans' organizations lobby for pensions and soldiers'
homes for volunteers; reuni
ville, Tennessee; survivors of the Second Tennessee.
From a historical standpoint, the men of the Second

antry Regiment deserve to have their
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CHAPTER ONE
Prelude to War

The origins of the Mexican War were rooted in an ongoing

dispute between the United States and Mexico. The conduct of

the parties involved, particularly Mexico's lack of concern

for American grievances, generated far-reaching consequences.

In his Second Annual Message to Congress (December 8, 1846),

President James Knox Polk observed:

The existing war with Mexico was "e*t*er desired nor
provoked by the United States. On the contrary, all
honorable means were resorted to to avert it. After
years of endurance of aggravated and unredr essed
wrongs on our part, Mexico, in violation of solemn
treaty stipulations and of every ;ri:c:ple of justice
recognized by civilized nations, commenced hosv.lvtlcs.
and thus by her own act forczed the war upon us. Long
before the advance of our Army to the left bank of
the Rio.,Grande we had ample cause of war against
Mexico.
Mexico became independent from Spain in 1821. Subse-
uently, Mexican officials promcted prcpaganda which pre-

d the econonically oreosperous United States with its
¥l !

burgeoning population as posing a sericus threat to the
o ’ " ~ 23 £ A » -
national sovereignty of Mexicec. She, therefore, was aggres-
sively determined to disruct American commerce. President
" poe P
Polk noted our "patient endurance" as Mexico resorted to a
9 ]
"system of insult and spoliation.”
)
. ’ o = ) .
Qur citizens engaged ir lawful commerce were 1impris-
A ; % e S <
oned, their vessels seized, and our flag insulted 1in
-~ . X 3 3 vr] o o
her ports. If money was wanted, the lawless selzure
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and confiscation of our merchant vessels and their car-
goes was a ready resource, and if to accomplish their
purposes 1t became necessary to imprison the owners,
captalng, and crews, it was done. Rulers superseded
rulers in Mexico in rapid succession, but still there
was no change in this system of depredation. The Govern-
ment of the United States made repeated reclamations on
behalf of its citizens, but these were answered by the
perpetration of new outrages. Promises of redress made

by Mexico in the most solemn forms were postponed or
evaded.

Mexico blatantly disregarded the first in a series of
treaties of "amity, commerce, and navigation" (April 5, 1831)
and repeatedly delayed the negotiations of three conventions
(April 11, 1839; January 30, 1843; November 20, 1843). Mexi-
can commissioners requested that time limitations for payment
of claims be extended. Mexico was to pay in twenty install-
ments the sum of $2,026,139.68 which had been awarded to the
claimants. By April 30, 1843, the claimants had received from
the Mexican government the interest due, and only three of
the twenty installments had been paid. Mexico continued to
renege on its "solemn treaty stipulations" despite the Novem-
ber 20, 1843 convention which attempted to make settlement
adjustments and excuses for Mexico's claims evasions. Presi-
dent James K. Polk referred to a previous president's course
of action in order to justify his own response to Mexico's
recalcitrance. In 1837, Andrew Jackson spoke of the "wanton
character" of Mexico which allowed too much time to lapse
between the commission of injuries and the negotiations to
review the "repeated and unavailing applications for redress."
An "immediate war'" would seem to be justified, but war must

3

be "honorably avoided."
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Despite attempts to forestall war, the controversy sur-
rounding Texas brought the United States and Mexico closer
to the brink of opeﬁ hostilities. Texas, which together with
Coahuila had formed a sovereign state of Mexico, declared
its independence and revolted from Mexican domination. The
forces for independence decisively won the Battle of San
Jacinto (April 21, 1836), thereby assuring the existence of
Texas as a separate republic.4

For nearly ten years, a debate concerning the desira-
bility of the annexation of Texas to the United States con-
tinued unabated. The resolutions providing for the annexation
of Texas to the Union passed the United States Senate on
March 1, 1845. By March 5, the Mexican minister in Washington,
D.C., Don Juan N'Almonte, formally protested the "outrageous
conduct" of the United States Congress, "demanded his cre-
dentials," and immediately departed for Mexico. The United
States minister to Mexico, Mr. Shannon, was informed that, as
of March 28, 1845, all relations between the two countries
would be officially terminated. The Mexican government issued
a proclamation urging the governors of ‘the various states of
Mexico to "repel the encroachments of the United States,"
i.e., to resist America's Manifest Destiny. "From that moment,

the government of Mexico was bent upon war."5

On June 18, 1845, the Texan Congress assented to the
annexation offer and rejected Mexico's promise of recognition
of the independence of Texas in exchange for nonannexation.

A convention which met in Austin, Texas on July 4 firmly



supported its state's congressional decision.6
Although President Polk contended "the annexation of

Texas to the United States constituted no just cause of of-

7

fense to Mexico,"' Mexico feverishly began massing its troops
on the Rio Grande to discipline the "rebellious province."
Texas asked for military aid in order to defend its frontier.8

In August 1845, 1500 United States Army Regulars, com-
manded by Major General Zachary Taylor, were ordered to defend
the territory between the Nueces River and the Rio Grande
(Rio del Norte, "River of the North") and "repel any inva-
sion" by Mexican forces. They embarked at New Orleans, pro-
ceeded to Saint Joseph's Island, and encamped at the town of
Corpus Christi, Texas near the mouth of the Nueces. Taylor's
troops remained at Corpus Christi "without molestation" until
March 11, 1846. The United States Navy's home squadron, com-
manded by Commodore or the Gulf of Mexico.
The Mexican army, which continued to grow in strength, was
concentrated 180 miles southeast of Corpus Christi at Mata-
moros on the Rio Grande River.g Meanwhile, on December 29,
18,5, Texas entered the Union as the twenty-eighth state of
the United States.

Although relations between the United States and Mexico
were strained, the United States consul in Mexico City sug-
gested, on October 13, 1845, that an envoy might be sent by
the United States to Mexico for the purpose of settling all
misunderstandings between the twc nations. On October 15,

1845, the government of Mexico declared its willingness to
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"recelve an envoy from the United States entrusted with full
powers to adjust all the questions in dispute between the two
governments," i.e., the Texas boundary issue and the indem-
nity claims of United States citizens. Mr. John Slidell of
Louisiana was commissioned on November 10, 1845 as "envoy
extraordinary and minister plenipotentiary of the United
States to Mexico." As requested by Mexican officials, the
United States Navy at Veracruz was withdrawn.1o

Twenty days later, Slidell arrived at Veracruz, Mexico
and proceeded to Mexico City where he was refused reception.
A mere five days after Slidell's rebuke, the government of
Mexican President, General José Joaquin de Herrera was over-
thrown in a bloodless coup by Major General Mariano Paredes
y Arrillaga. On March 12, 1846, the new government "refused
the offer of a peaceful adjustment of difficulties" and in-
sisted that "war was the only resource left" for Mexico.
Paredes, who gloried in his reputation for being more bit-
terly anti-American than Herrera, concentrated all of his
energies in preparing his country for a decisive confrontation
with the United States. As Slidell returned to the United
States, Mexico's troop strength continued to swell on its
northern border, and war seemed inevitable.H

On January 13, 1846, the War Department issued orders
which directed the United States Army in Texas to occupy the
left (east) bank of the Rio del Norte (Rio Grande), an ex-

posed frontier region which was particularly vulnerable to

invasion. The Rio del Norte had been recognized by an official



6
act of the Texan Congress, December 19, 1836, as the south-
western boundary of Texas. The United States Congress declared,
December 31, 1845, that "the country beyond the Nueces" was
American territory and, therefore, should be made secure from
Mexican encroachment.12 President Polk insisted:

Mexico has never placed the war which she has waged upon
the ground that our Army occupied the intermediate terri-
tory between the Nueces and the Rio Grande. Her refuted
pretension that Texas was not in fact an independent
state, but a rebellious province, was obstinately per-
severed in, and her avowed purpose in commencing a war
with the United States was to reconquer Texas and to
restore Mexican authority over the whole territory--not
to the Nueces only, but to the Sabine. 3
Major General Taylor's force of three thousand men de-
parted Corpus Christi on March 11, 1846 and reached their
destination seventeen days later. They encamped opposite

Matamoros, erected fieldworks, and established a depot at

Point Isabel, near Brazos Santiago, thirty miles behind Ameri-

can lines. United States forces were advised "to abstain
1 Sy - o ~ 3 Movi ~ foayvs +

from all aggressive acts ward Mexico or Mexican citizens

and to regard the relations between the Republic and the

United States as peaceful unless she should declare war or com-

mit acts of hostility indicative of a state of war." Private
property and personal rights were 1o be :*espe:ten.“5

The Mexican government ordered Major General Mariano
Arista, commander-in-chief of the Mexican army's northern div-
ision, to attack and defeat Taylor's regulars. Arista's army
would then proceed tc subjugate Texas. A larger force com-
manded by Paredes would follow In Arista's wake to occupy the

conquered territory. As the American and Mexican armies faced



each other on the Rio Grande, "nothing was done... save a

great display of martial music, drums, fifes, trumpets, bu-

gles...; so that the first meeting of the armies ended in

noise." Communications between the armies amounted to nothing

more than an unsuccessful conference between Brigadier General

6
On April 12, 1846, Major General Pedro de Ampudia de-

manded that Taylor strike camp and retreat beyond the Nueces

within twenty-four hours. If th

(19

Mexican ultimatum was not
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met, hostilities would ensue. The American command refused to

meet Mexican demands but sug
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an armistice until further orders were dispatched. The Mexi-
cans rejected the compromise. Arista "considered hostilties
commenced and should prosecute 1ﬁer."ﬁq
Captain Seth B. Thornton, commanding a reconnoilerilng
party of sixtiy-tiar iragocons, iraveled ur the left bank of
the Rio Grande on April 2., “8.6é. By the morning of the next
day, Thornton encountered a iivisicn of we thousand Mexicans,
& N o S 08 ~ - ' & S A MA ¥ L whrisAah h 3
commanded by Brigadier General anastasic .orrejon, wnilcn had
crossed the Rio Grande above Ma%amcrcs. Thernton's detachment
1S ~o et AT SaY ANy "~v-\,:,-1 tn S V\ner«';er
engaged the enemy dbut was surrcunded and ilorced Lo sutrend
on the evening of April 25. Sixteen Americans were killed and
wounded--the first casualties of the Mexicar mar.‘s



CHAPTER TWO
The Call for Volunteers

On April 26, 1846, Major General Zachary Taylor informed
Washington of the outbreak of hostilities and requisitioned
four regiments of volunteers apiece from Texas and Louisiana.
As Taylor, with an approximate troop strength of only three
thousand, advanced toward the American supply depot at Point
Isabel (May 1), a Mexican army of six thousand was crossing
the Rio Grande. On May 3, the "Aztec eagle," i.e., Mexico,
which had "fortified the bank of the river" opposite Fort
Texas, laid siege to the American defenses garrisoned by the
Seventh Infantry and two companies of arti;-éry. While en

route from Point Isabel to relieve the besieged fort, Taylor

encountered the enemy in two pitched battles, Palo Alto

(May 8) and Resaca de la Palma (May 9). American forces were
victorious. The siege at "Fort Brown" (renamed in honor of
commander, Major Jacob Brown) was lifted on the evening of
May 9. By May 18, the Mexicans had evacuated thelr defenses
across the river. Subsequently, Taylor crossed the Rio Grande

Meanwhile, Major General Edmunad

mander of the Western Division of the United States Army
- . . \ S
(headquartered in New Orleans, Loulslana,, penned a letter
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(May 4, 1846) to Aaron Ven



According to Gaines, fifty battalions, of six hundred men

each, were recommended "to be accepted into the service of

the United States for six months, unless sooner discharged."

Major General Gaines felt that Tennesseans should be part of

the effort to defend the national honor:

I think it my duty to say, that your Excellency would
contribute much to the interests of the service by
anticipating a formal requisition from the Department
of War, by authorizing two, three or four battalions
of infantry and riflemen from the voting men embracing
the chivalry of Tennessee, to organize and repair to
this city as soon as practicable--where they shall
receive arms, with every requisite supply to promote
their health and comfort, and render them ready for
action! From this city they will proceed by good vessels
isteam%rs, if possible) to the Rio Grande, near Mata-

moras.

In response to Gaines's pro
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gested "all volunteer companies to

respect ready, at the ear

defense of their country.

On May 13, 1
in-chief of the armed forces
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such a resort indispensable."5 Congress authorized fifty

thousand volunteers for war service and appropriated ten
million dollars for military expenditure.6

As anticipated, Secretary of War William L. Marcy, who
relieved Major General Gaines of his command (June 2, 1846)
and ordered him to report to Washington for a possible court-
martial for insubordination,’ officially requisitioned (May
16, 1846) volunteers from the State of Tennessee. "The vol-
unteers received into the service of the United States are to
have the organization of the army of the United States";
therefore, for example, the number of privates in volunteer
companies were not permitted to exceed eighty. Tennessee was
called upon to organize at the "earliest practicable period,"
one regiment of cavalry, or mounted men, and two regiments of
infantry, or riflemen. Public notices were to be posted in

who were

—
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order to prevent "zea
"eager to volunteer," from being disappcinted. Places of
rendezvous were to be decided upon and "communicated promptly"

to the War Department--Nashville was

1]

uggested for the infan-
try and Memphis for the cavalry. Marcy requested that the
volunteers "be inspected and mustered into the service of the
United States by an officer or officers of the United States
Army." Any other muster officers were to Dde informed that
they were not to accept enlisted men who were over forty-five
or under eighteen, who were in poor physical health; neither
were they to receive any volunteer into the service of the

United States whose horse was not healthy and outfitted with
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the necessary equipment.8

In compliance with the directives of the War Department,

Governor A. V. Brown issued a proclamation (May 24, 1846)

for the purpose of raising, by "constituted authority," the

first regiments of Tennessee volunteers for the Mexican War.

A quota of from two thousand to three thousand volunteers was

apportioned among the four military divisions of the state:

To the first division, (East Tennessee,) seven com-
panies, four of which to be infantry or riflemen, and
three to be cavalry or mounted men. To the second div-
ision, eight companies, six of infantry or riflemen,

and two of cavalry or mounted men. To the third division,

nine companies, six of infantry or riflemen, and three

J “va - -~ LR

3

>

of cavalry or mounted men. To the fourth division,
(Western District,) six mpanies, four of ;8 fantry or
rlflemen. and two of :avalry or mounted men.’
Brown instructed first division volunteers to report to Major
General Brazelton at Knoxville. Volunteers from the second
division reported to Major General Campbell in Nashville.
Third division companies were to repair to Franklin and report
to Major General Brailey. Westlern Distrizt {fourth division)
men journeyed to Jackson, Tennessee, wnere iney were under
the jurisdiction of Major Senera. Hays. Cavalry companiles
were "to proceed (by land! Jorthwitna Lo tae general rendez-
vous at Memphis." Infantry companies were to gatner at the
same place by the most con ernient route. Transpertatlion con-
tracts were to Dbe "eg:tia‘ei if the infantry was to be tlrans-
ported to Memphis via the Tennessee River. In order that they
ight be mustered into tne United States Army, infantry com-
P ) nani ard *nird divisions (Middle Tennessee)
panies from the second ani +ais d divisions (Ml
were directed to be in Nasn ille by June 8. The remaining
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companies mustered at Memphis, where all volunteers were "fur-
ther organized into regiments" by June 15. Brown hoped the
East Tennessee troops would arrive at Memphis as near the

June 15 deadline "as practicable.”10 Brown further requested,
in his proclamation of May 24, that "a Quartermaster and Com-
missary agent (Quartermaster General G. W. Rowles) be ap-
pointed for the purchase of supplies, and to draw on any dis-
bursing officer of the United States sent to this State, or

on the Executive Department of this State." Tennessee Inspec-
tor General Levin H. Coe was ordered "to select a suitable

encampment in or near Memphis, and cause an adequate supply

: 3 5 1 4 - ~a ~a &~ igt
of rations and supplies to be engaged for the subsistence of
L | - - - - 1 3 1 A4 Ta . . | 3
said troops whilst at that place, and employ suitable assist-
o
V) - - "
ance for that purpose.
~ber+t B e el rne Searavral of Tenn ee. issyued
Robert B. Turner, Adjutant General of Tennessee, 1ssued
) . . i = =
Jrder Number N May 25, 2.0 . > ivriatedi Governor Brown's
]
oroclamation. Since the A=awiagr aw=sw was "axposed to in-
ocl ation in A ica 3 ¥ osed to i
~raqQcan 1TaNnar " B Ay - o - “wAaa=-ar e 5 il R~ ‘»“‘—'v. 9 ¢
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necessary that those companies accepted Jor service De notl-
J :
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were now expected <o be tihere as early &as ine 1. ALl wvol-
unteers were "to repair to Memphlis 1mmedlately and arrive as
- - o Tenit 28 @A @™ WTMADES .- "
much earlier than the 15th of June as pcssict.e.” 12€J would
" + Parthwi+*h" ¢+ New Orleans ©
then be "dispatchea ifortnwlt to New Orleans.
)
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Despite Governor Brown's ccordinated ellort concernlng
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Tennessee's military grerareQness, s e journall sts critl
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ar 4 " and £ Ar ] . ’
rerate need for reinforcements in Mexico. The Clarksville
"hronicle felt that

Tennessee was "shamefully behind its
sister states.”" "Cold water was thrown on the fire of enthu-
the great ado about prompt preparation by the
blundering incapacity, or inactivity at least of Governor

wn. When Major General Taylor requested volunteers from

Texas and Louisiana, the Tri-Weekly Memphis Enquirer "urged

the young men of Memphis" to journey to those states and "en-
list if they wanted to fight for their country, as it was a
waste of time to wait for the governor of Tennessee to issue
s call for volunteers." * Nevertheless, Governor Brown did

deliver a proclamation "by order of the War Department" for

15

"three full regiments--two of infantry and one of cavalry."
"It was nobly responded to . . . about thirty thousand rushed

forward with eager anxiety to engage in the service of their

016

country. A Mexican War veteran reiterated: "The '0ld Vol-

unteer State,' true to her sobriquet--her patriotic sons
thronged so thickly to her standard that they more than ten
times outnumbered the requisition. Nearly thirty thousand
volunteers reported themselves ready for service."17 The
Nashville Union featured a column entitled "The Volunteer
State" in which the patriotism of Tennesseans was extolled:

Ready to obey the summons without the least delay, the
gallant sons of Tennessee should bear a conspicuous part
in the contest. If we are worthy of our immortal sires,
the summons will be obeyed with alacrity. Volunteers will
be in readiness to answer the call--and when and wher-
ever the thickest of the battle, then and there will

e valor be conspicuous. . . . As a state, the

of our military glory is full--our fathers have
ed to us their own immortal honor won on many a
1d. We cannot expect to eclipse the lustre of
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their glorious deeds, but we are bound to emulate their
example and to cherish the rich inheritance of military
renown handgd down to us. They achieved for Tennessee
the proud title of the 'Volunteer State.' We are bound
to maintain the distinction thus won for us. .18

Tennessee's noble spirit was further praised: "The prompt and
enthusiastic response made throughout the state to the call °
for volunteers, proves that our people cherish with pride
their high character for chivalry. . . . We can truly say that
the call has been most gallantly met--the result has proved
that we are proud of the title of the 'Volunteer State.'"19
War spirit reached a fever pitch among Tennesseans.
"Every town and village was roused by the shrill fife and
spirit-stirring drum; the hill-tops and the mountains poured
down their thousands--the plains and the valleys were teeming
with men, and companies filled up so fast that it soon became: -

20 Motives

difficult even to purchase a place in the ranks."
for enlistment seemed to include "romantic patriotism and a
'hankering' to see a battle." The rigors of army life would
"test the powers of endurance." The sheer adventure of the
moment and the "temptation to visit Mexico" beckoned many a
daring soul.21

The tedious task of accommodating and even limiting the
multitudes of patriotic and adventure-seeking volunteers was
undertaken with a competent vigor. Since "so few had been

12l balloting, the "most equi-

called for in the requisition,
table and satisfactory method," was conducted to determine
which companies would be accepted for Mexican War service.

Those companies chosen were "immediately notified by express
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and ordered to march to the place of rendezvous.”23 Approxi-
mately 2,400 men--1,600 infantry and 800 cavalry, were finally

R4
accepted. Governor Aaron Brown apologized to volunteers

who were refused:

It %s not'surprising that there should exist some dis-
satlsfacFlon among the rejected. . . . I sympathize
deeply with the.noble patriots, in their disappointment,
who were so anxious to go out against Mexico . . . but it
was impossible for me to meet the wishes of all. . . .
Reasonable persons wou}d understand that I acted in the
only.way which would give satisfaction to the different
sgctlons of the state, and, at the same time, to give as
little cause of complaint to the volunteers as possible.25
Brown sincerely felt that he apportioned the call for volun-
teers equally and fairly.26
Tennessee's chief executive effectively dealt with nu-
merous other problems which arose. Since the volunteers "as-
sembled in advance of any officer of the United States, either
to muster them into service, or to make those usual advances
of money so necessary to troops, suddenly called on to leave
their home on so long and distant an expedition," Brown ap-
pointed muster officers to enroll men "in their respective
quarters of the state, rather than subject them to the uncer-
tainty of being rejected after they had gone to a distant
place of rendezvous." Suitable encampmenis were established
at Knoxville, Memphis, and Nashville. The Union and Planters'
Bank offered to lend '"any sum of money, not exceeding one hun-

dred thousand dollars each." Brown negotiated a loan of sixty

to seventy thousand dollars with the Union Bank. Each accepted

« 3

volunteer was then paid in adv

»

W
(@}
[

n:a:pment expenses were

incurred il East Tennessee
settled, and the expenses incurred as tutne st
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troops marched to Memphis were defrayed.27

Governor Brown was determined "to give our troops the
proper and effective force inAcampaign." He proposed to have
the Western District volunteers depart as a battalion, later
to be "reunited into a regiment" with the East Tennesseans.
The Second and Third Division troops were likely to have two
companies in excess of a regiment, while the Western District
and East Tennessee units possessed less than regimental
strength. "To equalize the regiments, it is likely that the
regiments will be formed of all companies assembling at Nash-
ville, leaving the other regiment to be formed of eight com-
panies.”28

United States officers in Memphis commended Governor
Brown fér his "prompt plan of operation in bringing the Ten-
nessee volunteers into the field." The officers noted: "All

-~

the details of th
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severa
papers of the Paymaster and Quartermaster manifest a degree
) L . . , 129
of care and accuracy which are not common 1n such cases.
As Tennessee's regiments assembled, the expectation of
ntment. Never-

a six months enlistmen

theless, the twelve months volunteers, with an "elastic pa-

triotism" and an "old grudge against the Mexicans," were
determined to vanquish an enemy that "had invaded our soil
30

and spilled American blood."



CHAPTER THREE
The Organization of the Second Tennessee

As volunteers rapidly enrolled themselves in various
companies, they were advised to conform to the organization
of a volunteer company. An infantry company consisted of "one
captain, one first lieutenant, one second lieutenant, four
sergeants, four corporals, two musicians, and at least fifty
privates (not to exceed sixty-four, which was reduced from
the maximum limit of eighty), and not less than sixty-four
rank and file."1 Among the host of infantry companies which
tendered their services were those which would in time con-
stitute an organized unit, the Second Tennessee Volunteer
Infantry Regiment.

The citizens of Memphis, Shelby County, Tennessee were

foremost in patriotic zeal. A war meeting was held on May 8,
1846 at the Gayoso Hotel.? On May 15, 1846, five hundred
residents of Memphis gathered at the Court Square to discuss
the levying of troops for the Mexican War. Addresses were
given by Colonel Walter Coleman, Colonel J. W. Pettit, Colo-
nel W. N. Porter, Reverend Mr. Gaylord, and J. L. Penn.
Colonel Nathaniel Anderson presided over the gathering. A

ncluded Colonel J. W.

[N

Ways and Means Committee, whose members
Pettit, Major E. Hickman, A. Henderson, John Martin, Colonel
’ e IS Al il

David Looney, Major H. H. Means, Major A. Gillis, and A. S.
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Hancock, was appointed.3

E. F. Ruth enlisted men for his company, the Memphis
Rifle Guards, at the Sheriff's Office which was located on
Main Street "between Poplar and Washington." Morgan B. Cook's
company, the Gaines Guards, was "fully organized." On May 16,
1846, a parade of volunteers, complete with martial music,
marched to the Court Square where "enlistment booths were set
up and more volunteers were enrolled."4 By May 22, 1846, the
companies of Captain Cook and Captain Ruth each numbered ap-
proximately seventy.5 The Memphis Rifle Guards and Gaines
Guards informed Governor Brown that they were "ready, willing -
and able to serve their country.”6 The commissioned and non-
commissioned officers of the Gaines Guards consisted of the
following: Morgan B. Cook, captain; William B. Davis, first
lieutenant; E. J. Wyatt, second lieutenant; Charles G. Gill,
ensign; Ruffin C. Snead (Sneed), orderly sergeant; John D.
Beatty, second sergeant; H. L. Bynum, third sergeant; J. L.
(Q.) Wilbar, fourth sergeant; Julius C. Anderson, first corpo-
ral; 0. Testard (Teslard), second corporal; R. P. Ford, third
corporal; W. H. Simms (Linn), fourth corporal; R. C. Miller,
quartermaster; O. Cary, assistant quartermaster; J. P. Isler,
captain's secretary. Officers of the Memphis Rifle Guards
were: E. F. Ruth, captain; Frederick B. Nelson, first lieu-
tenant; E. M. Anderson,second lieutenant; G. J. Slaughter,
ensign; Samuel H. Whitsitt (Whitsett), orderly sergeant;
William S. Eckols (Echols), second sergeant; Benjamin O. Haver

(0'Haver), third sergeant; William A. Porter, fourth sergeant;
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R. J. Dye, first corporal; §S. T. Woodson, second corporal;

John Glenn, third corporal; Robert Torrey, fourth corporal;
James S. Foster, quartermaster and sergeant-major; R. W. Eck-

ols (Echols), assistant quartermaster; William C. Smith, cap-

tain's secretar .7
¥

The Memphis Rifle Guards and Gaines Guards "established
a camp on the Hernando Road about one and one-quarter miles
from Memphis" on Levi Lorance's land. The camp was named Ander-
son Barracks in honor of Colonel Nathaniel Anderson, a loyal
supporter of the volunteer companies and father of three of
their members. "Ample water for the camp was available there
and the merchants and rivermen of Memphis supplied the neces-
sary grocery items for the men.”8 The Gaines Guards and Rifle
Guards expressed "sincere thanks" to Inspector General Levin
H. Coe "for the liberal donation of one hundred dollars for
buying provisions.”9

In addition to military drill and tactics, the volunteers
found time to attend social and civic functions given in their
honor. On Friday, May 22, 1846, the companies of Memphis vol-
unteers were in attendance at a flag presentation ceremony at
the Gayoso House. Captain E. F. Ruth accepted a flag presented

to his company, the Memphis Rifle Guards, by a Mrs. Tilden.

(The Memphis Weekly Appeal reported that the Rifle Guards re-

ceived a flag on the Court Square at six o'clock, Friday eve-
ning, May 29. The ladies nresiding in the immediate vicinity"
g, M ;
in Ruth's ¢ 18 ) Captai
oresented the banner to Captain Ruth's company. ap n

Cook's Gaines Guards received a flag which was hand painted by
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Captain Joseph P. Keyser. The daughter of Colonel Nathaniel

Anderson, Miss Sarah Anderson, proudly presented the beau-

tiful flag to the company. Captain Keyser refused payment for
his handiwork, but the Gaines Guards convinced Mrs. Keyser
"to accept a dress pattern of the finest satin."'' A benefit
concert to aid the volunteers was given on Thursday, May 28,
by the Memphis "Serenaders." Compositions included "The Rio
Grande" by "Shad" and the air, "Lucy Neal." The volunteers
were even invited to attend Sabbath services at eleven o'clock
in the morning, May 31, at the Methodist Church--sermon given
by Reverend Mr. Hyer.12
Meanwhile, as the Memphis troops somewhat reluctantly
accepted their temporary "ornamental" status, other volun-
teers who were soon destined to be their regimental comrades
organized themselves into companies and eagerly awaited action.
The "Avengers,'" a company enrolled at Jackson, Madison County,
Tennessee, were composed of the following personnel: Timothy
P. Jones, captain; Richard J. Hays, second lieutenant; Alex
P. Green, third lieutenant; John R. McClanahan and Horace G.
Bledsoe, sergeants; John Thompson, John J. Anderson and James
E. Whyte, corporals; William L. Anderson, drummer; privates
included: Tyler Anderson, Benjamin F. Bledsoe, Thomas Boyd,
William Browning, Joe A. Burns, John Burns, Eli Chandler,
Jason H. Clowd (Cloud), William W. Dickerson, Robert Faltom,
L. W. Fussell, Ben F. Gourley, E. B. W. Hobbs, J. Hollings-

worth, Robert Houston, Christopher Johnson, William W. Jones,

I. H. Marks, William G. Mathews, Leander D. Miller; Nathan
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Miller, William Nicks, Everett Pearcy, K. B. Pledger, Samuel

Smith, John Stuart, John Swan, John Wagnon, Solomon Whitlow,
Alonzo L. Whyte, Benjamin Williams, George E. Willy, John
Woodel, and John Wright.13 The Carroll County, Tennessee
company, known as the Tennessee Guards, was enrolled at Hunt-
ingdon with the following members: Henry F. Murray, captain;
Isaac R. Hawkins, J. Richardson, N. B. Burrow, lieutenants;

J. C. Hawkins, James Ingram, B. F. Harrison, Robert P. Mc-
Cracken, sergeants; John W. Myrick, Jesse Wiley, Ashton W.
Hawkins, J. F. Townes, corporals; and seventy-four privates.14

In addition to the four West Tenn

essee companies, the
Second Tennessee was composed of four East Tennessee companies.
William Standifer (Standefer) served as captain of a company

ct
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enrolled at Chattanooga, Hamil y. Another volunteer

infantry company was raised in Monroe County and at Athens,

Tennessee and Kelley's Ferry, Tennessee in McMinn County. Its
officers were: John D. Lowry (Lowrey), captain; William Year-
vood, first lieutenant; James Wilson, second lieutenant;
James Forest (Forrest), third lieutenant; H. B. Yearwood,

orderly sergeant. Among Captain Lowry's enlistees was a
young, free colored man, Geocrge Sherman, wio 1nsisted on
joining the unit.‘é George W. McCown recruited a company
in Sevier County. It was officered as follows: George W.
McCown, captain; Joseph Bradley (Baily), first lieutenant;

, orderly ser-

any of Sullivan County was

(9]

informed by express of their acceptance, OJutl not naving the



requisite number of men,

stitution of Captain J. L. Kirkpatrick'

son County."18

John L. Kirkpatrick,

P

the vacancy was supplied by the sub-

s Company from Ander-

Officers of the Anderson County company were:

captain; William Hogshead, first lieu-

tenant; John Ellis, second lieutenant; Timothy Bradley, or-
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derly sergeant.

In accordance with the Adjutant General's Order Number

Two, the companies "marched forthwith to the places of ren-

dezvous”20

to be "mustered into the service of the United

States as twelve months volunteers.”2‘I United States Adjutant

General Roger Jones emphasized procedure in General Orders,

Number Fifteen (May 29, 18.46):

Quotas of volunteers were
gable (route) points to their respective

to embark at the nearest navi-
state--ren-

dezvous and thence by water with or without transshipment

at Mobile or New Orleans to Point Isabel or

Brazos San-

tiago, Texas--come under orders of the chiefs of the
general staff at this place and the general officer in
the chief command of United States land forces operating
against Mexico who would supply the volunteers with the
necessary arms, accoutrements, ammunition, knapsacks,
haversacks, canteens (for water), camp egquipage, sub-
sistence, mealclnes, hospital stores, and means of trans-
portation by land or water, according to routes and
destination.<2
The Memphis Rifle Guards, Gaines Guards, Jackson Aven-
gers, and Tennessee (Carroll County) Guards were mustered
into the service of the United States on June 4, 1846 at
Camp Carroll, which was located two miles east of Memphis on

the State Line Road.>> The Memphis Weekly Appeal described
the scene at Camp Carroll--a designated, general rendezvous
encamoment for troops departing for New Orleans: "The tents
{ HYORIRS - M b - el
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from the State to the Raleigh Road. . . ,n24

On June 10, 1846, the four West Tennessee companies

struck camp and boarded the steamer Brownsville "bound for

New Orleans." Memphians thronged the wharf "to witness the
troops' departure at sunset amid the ringing of bells and the
combined shouts, cheers and goodbyes of all assembled."25

The Weekly Appeal of the city of Memphis praised the volun-

teers upon their departure: "They are a fine body of men as
we ever saw, and we cheerfully commit the fame of Tennessee
to their keeping."26
At Vicksburg, Mississippi, Ruffin C. Sneed, an orderly
sergeant of the Gaines Guards, and Private Columbus R. Miller,
also of the Gaines Guards, were involved in a "fatal affray"
in which Sneed died "from a pistol shot fired by Miller."
Sergeant Sneed, a Memphian clerk and native of Athens, Ala-

bama, was buried at Na
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the first call for service of the State or United States."28
The companies of Captain George W. McCown and Captain

John L. Kirkpatrick were mustered at Knoxville, Tennessee on
June 12 and June 15, respectively. On June 16, 1846, Captain
John D. Lowry's company was mustered in at Kelley's Ferry,
near Athens, Tennessee in McMinn County. The volunteer com-
pany of Captain William Standifer mustered at Chattanooga on
18.%9 F

June irst Lieutenant William Gibbs McAdoo, a member

of Captain Kirkpatrick's company and father of William Gibbs
McAdoo, Junior (who was best known as Secretary of the Treas-
ury under President Woodrow Wilson, though McAdoo's accom-
plishments were manifold), recorded that he "set out with his
company on a flatboat, which was floated down the Tennessee
River to a junction with the Ohio, down the Ohio to a junction

30

with the Mississippi, and down the Mississippi to New Orleans.”

o 2Q T11] + Ay r
According to returns dated June 29 and July 9, the four kast
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that have yet arrived at New Orleans."35

From Brazos Island and Point Isabel, the battalions from
East and West Tennessee encamped, a short distance below
Colonel William Bowen Campbell's First Tennessee Volunteers,
at Lomita ("Little Hill"), Mexico, approximately fifteen miles
from the mouth of the Rio Grande and thirty miles from Mata-

6

moros.3 A member of Colonel Campbell's regiment observed:

On the seventh of August, they held their elections

for field officers, and the regiment was organized as

the Second Regiment Tennessee Volunteers, under Colonel

William T. Haskell and Lieutenant Colonel David H. Cum-

mings. Owing to the deficit of two companies in the regi-

ment, the commanding general authorized the election of

two field officers, Colonel and Lieutenant Colonel,

thereby leaving the regiment without a Major.37
First Lieutenant Wiley Pope Hale was chosen adjutant,38 while
Davy Douglass served as the regiment's sutler.)g Organization
of the Second Tennessee was as follows: Company A, Captain
Geor

e W. McCown; Company B, Captain Henry F. Murray; Company

W

oqQ

-

C, Captain John L. Kirkpatrick; Company DU, Captain E. F. Ruth;

Company E, Captain Morgan B. Cook; Company F, Captain Timothy
¢ im William Standifer: Y
P. Jones; Company G, Captain William Standifer; Company 4,
n I e

Captain John Lowry.



CHAPTER FOUR

"Gone a Campaignin'"

The Second Tennessee, with other regiments encamped at

Lomita, embarked on August 8, 11, 12, 13, and 15 for Camargo,

Mexico, situated midway between Matamoros and Monterrey. The
sick and discharged from Lomita were sent to Point Isabel,

Texas.1

Camargo, located on the banks of the San Juan River,2
was a "yawning graveyard." "A thousand soldiers torn and
mangled on the battlefield would be nothing to Camargo's suf-

fering and dying regiments.”3

"The dead march was ever wailing
in our ears . . . theé dead being removed at sunrise and

sunset but to make room for the dying.”A Sickness, disease,
flies, mosquitoes, rain, and mud took their toll on those
soldiers encamped near Camargo. Measles, dysentery, and

yellow fever, known as the vdmito, decimated the army and

5

lessened its effectiveness.” "On one day, September 18, 1846,

Adjutant showed 317

¥

at Camargo, the report of the Assistan

men of the Second Tennessee Regiment incapacitated out of

6

a complement of 588 men."

By the end of September, some of the discharged Memphis
volunteers returned home aboard the steamer Albatross. Doctor
T. R. Hill reported that, at the time of departure, only four

of Shelby County's members of the Second Tennessee had died

26
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from disease: Dennie Brick and George W. P. Moore, Company D

(Memphis Rifle Guards); P. A. Blythe and S. H. Johnson, Com-

pany E (Gaines Guards).7 The Clarksville Chronicle told of

the return of sick volunteers:

About 1AO.passed up the river on Friday evening (Octo-
ber 2), discharged for sickness. We did not see them,
but learn that they were in a most destitute and dis-
tressgd condition. Without money, without comfortable
clothing, some of them barefooted and bareheaded, in

an open boat (towed by the Rose of Sharon) without any
sufficient means of protecting themselves from the in-
clemency of weather, their situation was indeed deplor-
able. On account of some informality in making out
their papers, the Paymaster, at New Orleans, it is said,
coldly turned them off without money or clothing, with
no other resources, for many of them, than tge charity
of friends and the protection of Providence.

The controversy concerning the non-payment of the discharged
volunteers "arose from the informality of the certificates
of discharge." The dischargees were advised "to communicate
with Governor Brown" who had "made the necessary arrangements
for the authentication of their papers.”9

In spite of the prevalence of sickness and death, camp
1ife assumed an air of normalcy. The volunteers drilled and
paraded daily--"danced and sang at night.”TO Camp meeting
songs were especially popular. Despite a marked tendency
toward religious devotion, their favorite pastimes were card
playing and other forms of gambling, including faro and a
game of chance called chuck-a-luck.

An objectionable part of the routine of camp life for

the volunteer was the fact that he was obliged to attend to

his clothes on washday:

In the regular army, four women are allowed to attend
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each company. They draw thei i

are called 'laundzesses,'hz;g iiziingui; gzetgegésihey
for the so}diers; their price for washing being fixed
by the officers, and their Pay received on pay day
deducted from the wages of the soldier. But there Qere

none of these, as far as our observatio
n
among the volunteer regiments.1? extended,

The camp diet, which usually consisted of fried salt
pork, hardtack, and coffee, > provided no "flavorful diver-
sion" from the humdrum of life at a military encampment.
Occasionally, foragers made it possible for the troops to
dine on fried chicken, roast pig, fresh vegetables, butter,
and milk.14 A journey outside the relative safety of camp
confines often had dire consequences. Second Lieutenant E. M.
Anderson, Memphis Rifle Guards, Company D, Second Tennessee,
wrote of the murder of Samuel P. Freezer and Patrick Worsham,
who were both members of the Gaines Guards, Company E, Sec-
ond Tennessee: "The two men had gone sightseeing a short dis-
tance from camp and when found had been brutally murdered
by the Mexicans and the bodies stripped of all their clothes."15
On August 19, 1846, Major General Zachary Taylor's force
of approximately six thousand regulars and volunteers began
its advance toward Monterrey from the army's supply base near
Camargo. Colonel William Bowen Campbell received orders for
"five hundred picked men" of his regiment, the First Tennes-
see, "to be held in readiness to march to Monterrey." The
volunteers of the First Tennessee who were chosen for the
n were attached to Major General John A.

Monterrey campaig

Quitman's Mississippi Brigade. Colonel Campbell remarked:

"Although General Pillow is my Brigadier, I have been
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temporarily detached with five hundred men o go in the

expedition to Monterrey under Quitman.”16

The approaches to Monterrey were guarded by numerous

fortified redoubts--the principal ones being the Citadel

(Black Fort), Federation Hill (La Federacidh), Fort Tannerio,

Fort Diablo, and the Bishop's Palace (El Obispado). The
attack on the city began September 20, 1846. United States
troops entered Monterrey the next day, but they met heavy
resistance as the Mexicans fell back to the Citadel and with-
stood a four-day siege. The enemy capitulated on September 24.
The Black Fort, which "commanded a wide plain and extended
around the entire northern side of the city," was evacuated
the following day, and a surrender was negotiated. Both par-
ties assented to an eight-week armistice. American losses

were 550 killed and wounded. Mexican casualties were estimated
at from 1200 to 1500,

The First Tennessee Volunteer Infantry Regiment, com-
manded by Colonel William B. Campbell, was dubbed the "Bloody
First" because of the heavy losses (approximately 101 killed,
wounded, and missing18) it sustained during the Battle of
Monterrey. Grateful Tennesseans solicited contributions state-
wide to erect a monument on Capitol Hill in Nashville "to the
memory of the gallant Tennesseans who fell in the Battle of
Monterrey.”19 A public meeting at Nashville, chaired by Doc-

"emblazon tablets of fame" to
20

tor John Shelby, resolved to

: " M
those "who covered themselves with glory" at Monterrey.

William Strickland, the State Architect, submitted his design
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L€ monument committee:

%

:Dz: paergbz_'aces'a pedestal of ten feet square and

:vig;;viee%nsgi;§2t,tsg;rognded by an obelisk of

nilrty-si a e base, in o i

y?lghlng about forty-two tons, making thgewigiédcgigggé
limestone of the Nashville quarries. The pedestal rests
upon two steps of two feet rise each, and is embellished,
on four‘corners, with the Roman fasces and battle axe,
supporting funeral vases at the base of the obelisk,
while the American Eagle is perched upon its apex. The
names of the slain are to be inscribed upon the shaft
as well.as upon the panels of the pedestal; the counties
from which they came are also to be inscribed.<]

Strickland estimated that the monument and a "substantial en-

closure of spear railing of wrought iron" would probably cost
$8,500. %%

While volunteers of the First Tennessee basked in their
"instant" glory and renown, men of the Second Tennessee could
not help but feel unimportant. As rear guard, the Second Ten-
nessee stayed behind at Camargo. When it became evident that
the Mexicans would indeed fight at Monterrey, and not at Sal-
tillo as had been predicted,23 reinforcements were requested.
Nevertheless, "the Second Tennessee arrived too late from
Camargo to participate in the Battle of Monterrey"24 and,
therefore, received no laurels.

While the First Tennessee welcomed a "period of inac-
tivity at Camp Allen near Monterrey," Major General Taylor
informed Santa Anna at San Luis Potosi that Washington had

disapproved of the armistice and considered it to be termi-

On December 13, Brigadier General

nated as of November 13.

)

3 o . . " 3
avid E. Twiggs's First Division regulars "took up the line

-,

= nearly two hundred miles distant,

rch towards Victoria,

®
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as the advance of the column about to move on Tampico.™"

Quitman's brigade, composed of the Georgia, Mississippi, and

First Tennessee regiments, struck camp the next day and pro-

ceeded for Victoria. Taylor's troops followed on December 15,

leaving Major General William O, Butler's Ohio and Kentucky
regiments at Monterrey.25 The Second Tennessee Regiment left
Camargo (Deéember 8) and joined the column on December 17 at
Montemorelos, a small town sixty miles below Monterrey "at

the foot of the sierra, planted beside a swift, cool strean,
full of trout, that watered a beautiful valley, and suggesting
at a distance under the blue sky--a pearl set in an azure
stone.”26 Colonel William B. Campbell noted:

At Montemorales [sid , we were joined by the 2d Ten-
nessee Regiment and General Quitman was placed in com-
mand of the whole force left to march on Victoria. It
was organized on the 18th Dec. into a field Division,
composed of 2 brigades--the 1st composed of the 2
Tennessee Regts. and placed under my command, General
Pillow having returned to New Orleans in bad health and
the other made up of Georgia and Mississippi Regts. and
the Baltimore Battallion [sic], commanded by Col. Jack-
son of the Georgia Regt. Thus organized we proceeded

on the march to this place [Victorid]. The whole com-
mand numbered about 2200 men and about 100 wagons and
300 pack mules. The march was most successful, not
having lost a man or a wagon on the whole way .27

On their way to Victoria, United States troops marched through
the towns of Linares (December 21) and Villa Grande (December
25), encamping four miles below Hidalgo. Since reconnaissance
reports indicated enemy troop movement ahead, the command
halted on the 27th in order to strengthen the advance and

The column entered Victoria, in battle formation,

rear guards.

= . ‘ ted
on December 29, "a few minutes after the enemy had evacua

it." The Americans, somewhat disappointed, had expected



"obstinate resistance,"<8

Pligs Hajer Geverel Taylor's regulars left the column to

aid Brigadier General William J. Worth's forces near San Luis

Potosi, Major General Robert Patterson reached Victoria, by

~ the early part of January, with two Illinois infantry regi-

ments, one Tennessee cavalry regiment,
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and two artillery com-
panies. "A new organization of brigades now followed, and
it was with feelings of pride and pleasure that the Tennes-
seans took their position, side by side, as a Tennessee
brigade commanded by Major General Gideon J. Pillow,"30 who
arrived at Victoria by January 8. The Tennesseans were "now
all together" and looked forward to "warm work at Victoria."31
While encamped at Victoria, the health of the troops
noticeably improved.32 Colonel Campbell was pleased to report:
"This is a most pleasant and healthy country and the whole

army here have fine health with the exception of chills and

fevers, which are mild and are caused by the change of
33

n-~

weather and the exposure of camp life.
By the latter part of December 18,6 and the beginning

of January 1847, the issues of poor pay (seven dollars a month

for privates) and threadbare clothing, which were frequent

topics of discussion for encamped volunteers, seemed to have

been resolved. Volunteers had been obliged to furnish their

. : thing very non-commissioned
own clothes, and, "in lieu of clothing, every no

officer and private shall be entitled to receive in money

I3 ing non-commissioned
a sum equal to the cost ol clothing of a

officer or private in the regular troops of the United States.™
~ - 9 -

In regard to clothing and pay, the volunteer was not on the
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same footing as the regular army soldier.34 Congress attempted
to remedy this discrepancy when it passed a bill which "au-
thorized clothing to be distributed" to the volunteer regi-
ments in Mexico. Only two or three of the twenty-six volunteer
regiments stationed in Mexico were supplied with decent cloth-
ing.35 Mr. Haralson (Committee on Military Affairs) reported:

It was resolved by the Senate and House of Represent-
atives of the United States in Congress assembled, that
the Secretary of War be authorized and directed imme-
diately to cause to be forwarded and delivered to the
assistant quartermaster of each regiment of volunteers
an amount of clothing for the men of the same equal to
their wants, and that the said quartermaster be au-
thorized and directed to deliver clothing to each non-
commissioned officer, musician, and private, whose
necessities require the same, at the price which the
said clothing has cost the Government, and that the
amount so delivered to each shall be charged on the
payroll, and deducted from his pay.>

The Senate's Crittenden Resolution increased pay to soldiers

and volunteers, and certificates of merit with additional pay

N

were to be "granted to those who exhibit extraordinary brav-
ery or devotion.”37

The volunteers rejoiced as news o
decisions reached Victoria. But their optimism was shortlived,

f avorite, Major General 7achary Taylor was replaced

o
J

4y

or their
as Commander-in-Chief by Major General Winfield Scott. The
dispatch, which Captain Haynes (Tennessee cavalry) had de-

livered to the Victoria command on Thursday, January 14, 18417,

ordered Taylor back to Monterrey and directed the main body

s 1 P I T
of troops at Victoria, including the Second Tennessee, %o

to the southeast,

m

110 mile

2 = + <r
advance to Tampico, approxémauel3

)
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in preparation for an attack on Veracruz.” Captain Benjamin
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Franklin Cheatham of the First Tennessee, who later served
as Colonel of the Third Tennessee in the battles for Mexico
City, gained note as Major General of Confederate forces

during the Civil War, and was Superintendent of Tennessee pris-
ons (1874-1878), hoped the Veracruz campaign would be a real-
ity, for he could not understand the strategy in a move toward

Tampico:

This general move towards Tampico bothers me a good deal
as I cannot see the utility of it as that place has sur-
rendered some time since. It is a move that none
of us can comprehend as there are no troops in that
direction that we are aware of but we are really tired

of an inactive camp life and are willing for anything
for a change.

The Second Tennessee and its cohorts left Victoria on
January 15, crossing the Rio Folorne by the 19th. On January
20, they gazed upon the awesome beauty of the lofty Sierra
de la Vaca y Cabra (Mountain of the Cow and the Goat). Ameri-
can forces marched through Altamira, "one of the oldest towns"
in Mexico, proceeded along the borders of Laguna de los Es-
teros, a large lake within ten miles of Tampico, and camped
at the hacienda of Encarnaci&n (Camp Laguna de Puerta). On
January 24, 1847, the column passed through Tampico and en-
camped on a "low, level plain" peside the "sluggish Pdnuco
River," a half mile below the "queen city of Mexico."z*O

The Second Tennessee spent an uneventful February in

camp near Tampico,41 though the men were undoubtedly happy

that camp fare, generally coarse, 1.6, pofiee, SRlet ReSins

and hard bread, improved "when near such a town &as fhads

"We get vegetables from the market, and we have had here,
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fine potatoes, lettuce the finest I ever saw and fish; beef is

abundant but not first rate."42

While stationed at Tampico, the combatants speculated

about the imminent Veracrugz campaign. Captain William B

Walton of the First Tennessee predicted that "the fighting
at Veracruz would constitute one of the most sanguinary bat-
tles . . . that United States troops ever engaged in; al-
though a majority of the officers here think very differ-

nh3

ently, including Colonel Campbell who confidently stated

that "Veracruz is obliged to fall an easy prey and we shall
march on Mexico[Citi:almost without opposition.”44

On February 19, 1847, Major General Winfield Scott ar-
rived at Tampico and "issued orders for an immediate embar-
kation for Veracruz." Approximately ten to twelve thousand
men, namely Major General Pillow's Brigade of three Tennessee
regiments, Major General Quitman's Brigade (Alabama and Geor-
gia regiments), Brigadier General James Shields's Brigade
composed of two Illinois regiments and approximately four to
five thousand regulars, and the regulars under the command
of Brigadier Generals Twiggs and Worth, constituted the Vera-
cruz expeditionary force. The regulars of Colonel Gates, a
Louisiana regiment, and the Baltimore Battalion were earmarked
The troops were scheduled to

for garrison duty at Tampico.

begin embarkation on February 271 on "naval vessels chartered

to assist in the transportation of the army." Order of embar-

kation was as follows: Twiggs's Divislon, first; Pillow's

) . : 1 i o third; Shields's
Tennessee Brigade, second; Quitman’s Brigade, t ’
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Brigade, fourth; artillery, fifth, 4>

Twiggs's Division embarked on Sunday, February 28 and

. ¢ "
sailed for Anton Lizardo, an anchorage eight or nine miles

south of Veracruz, via Lobos Island, a site fifty or sixty

miles below Tampico, where Major General Scott was amassing
an expeditionary force for a "grand descent" upon the for-

46

tress city.
The embarkation of Pillow's Tennessee Brigade was inter-
rupted by a violent norther. On March 2, the Tennesseans put

to sea, arriving the next day at Lobos Island. By March 6, a
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flotilla of sixty or seventy ships, incl ng those which con-

veyed the Tennessee infantrymen
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victory" over Santa Anna at Buena Vista (February 22 and 23)

exhibited a confident enthusiasm as they came ashore amid the

strains of "The Star-Spangled Banner" played by shipboard
49

bands.

The Second Tennessee Volunteer Infantry Regiment landed,
as part of Pillow's First Brigade, on the beaches south of
Veracruz, in the second wave of surfboats, on March 10, 1847.
American forces were ordered to "completely invest" Veracruz.
Trenches were dug within eight hundred yards of the city walls.
Brigadier General Worth's division of regulars occupied the
right of the line, nearest the harbor. Major General Patter-
son's volunteer division, which was composed of Pillow's Bri-
gade (three Tennessee regiments--two infantry and one cavalry;
First and Second Pennsylvania Regiments and six pieces of
artillery) and Quitman's Brigade (regiments from Alabanma,

l1a

South Carolina, and the
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trally located in the rear of the city. The regulars of

L , .. 5 e Wad
M3 vra e A3l * p v ™S < ¢ trarrheae Aan the a e
Iwiggs's division occupled 1ine€ trenches on the left "at th
50
i ~ ) + =3 A ns
water's edge on the other slde.
m o0 an & A + e nAacsSesS 1”\"\ ~
As the Second Tennessee prepared rake posses sion of

a sand hill, approximately one and one-half miles Irom Vvera-
cruz, they encountered a Mexican ambush and were caught 1in a

crossfire >l A voung Virginian attached to the Second Tennessee

wrote:
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First Lieutenant Frederick B. Nelson of Company D was the

first officer to reach the top of the hill, The flags of the
Memphis Rifle Guards and Gaines Guards waved proudly within a

short range of the city's batteries.53 "In answer to their

three loud cheers, they.ﬁecond Tennesse€ received the first
fire . . . a continuous storm of balls and shells from the city
and castle which swept like hail, over the American trenches.”54
On March 22, 1847, Major General Winfield Scott demanded
that Brigadier General Juan Morales surrender his forces in
order that the beautiful city of Veracruz might be spared from
the imminent hazard of demolition. He appealed to the "in-
telligence, gallantry, patriotism, and humanity of the de-
fenders" who might refrain from a "useless effusion of blood"
and spare its "peaceful inhabitants (women and children)
from the inevitable horrors of a triumphant assault.”55
Shortly after Scott's note arrived, Morales refused his sur-
render demand, saying that the Mexican government had placed
its confidence in him and he "will make it good to the last;
therefore, his excellency can commence his operations of war

1156

in the manner which he may consider most advantageous.
On the same day (March 22), United States land and naval
batteries began the siege of Veracruz.

The Second Tennessee, encamped near the ruins of the
castle of Malibran, was engaged in preparin batteries for
action. Pillow's Brigade hauled 68-pounders from the beach
at night to the Naval Battery (Battery Number Five), which

= s AT PR p—— .
mounted six guns (three 32-pounders and taree 68-pounders)



In broad daylight, on March 2,
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as Pillow's men came under

heavy fire, the final mounting of the naval battery's cannon

in the chaparral was completed. Pillow's Brigade also assisted

in putting heavy siege mortars in place,57

The ample variety of American firepower was perplexing.

Colonel Campbell, writing at "Camp Washington" near Veracruz,

stated that there were ten 10-inch mortars and four 24-pounders

in position by March 20. The first battery
mortars was planted by Worth's division.
(Worth's batteries), Numbers One, Two, and
manded by Colonel James Bankhead.
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garrisoned by 2,500 men with 370 cannon. %% Colonel William B.

campbell described the scene which confronted American troops:

The castle is situated in the bay in front of the town
about 800 yards from the town--the water between the
town and castle deep enough for the largest vessels.

The town is surrounded by a wall 16 feet high and 3 feet
thick, with 90 guns in batteries along the wall

The sand hills which rise from the town are 7§C.fée£ .
high. . . . The hills are barren, b along the small val-
leys a very dense thicket of small owth 15 or 20 feet
high, makes it impassable except p s are chopped out .05

The principal Mexican forts at Vera
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army dragoons, escorted by Captain Caswell's company of Ten-

nessee cavalry, were dispatched to substantiate rumors of a

"strong enemy force in the rear of our lines." A superior

force of Mexican lancers attacked the scouting party, and

three Tennesseans were cut off from
ment was requested to reinforce the
ricaded stone bridge over a lagoon,
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pursued the lancers to Medalin ang overtook them

about fifty.

pieces."

vate G. Woodly, Company H,
wounded.68
Major General Scott,

fever season (about April

ordered that the bombardment be increased

L2

sabering

n 3
The Mexicans were entirely routed and cut to

American losses at the Battle of Medalin Bridge were

light, three killed and six or eight wounded

including Pri-

Second Tennessee, who was slightly

fearing the onset of the vellow
15) in the sickly region of Veracruz,

by the land bat-

teries, as well as those of the "Mosquito Fleet." On Saturday,

March 27, 1847, surrender

negotiations were concluded at Punta

de Hornos, on the beach near Fort Santiago. American troops

. . o r 1 ~ b3 O
formally occupied the city of Veracruz on the <9*n.6’

A grand total of 335

Veracruz: 5 generals, 18 ¢

5 majors, 90 captains, and

19 Americans were killed,
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Lieutenant William Gibbs McAdoo. Captain E. F. Ruth commanded

Company D from June 4, 1846 to February 24, 1847, resigning
March 1847, when he was placed under arrest (reason not given).

First Lieutenant Frederick Nelson took command of Company D

Captain Morgan B. Cook, Company E, resigned at Tampico. First

Lieutenant William B. Davis was promoted to captaincy of the

BOmPany’s (Davis was in command of Company E from February 1,

1847 to May 27, 1847-) Second Lieutenant Alexander P. Greene

(Green), Company F, replaced Captain Timo
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resigned November 27, 1846. " Mark Fose of Cor

slightly wounded at Veracruz on March

members of Company F were discharged for wound
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Veracruz and joined the march to Jalapa,

an effective force of only five thousand.’’

The Americans had

The column, harassed by guerrillas, halted on April 13

and encamped near Plan del Rio, approximately forty-five miles

from Veracruz.78

on April 17:

The fight has not come off yet.
General Scott came up on the 15th and General Worth with
his division came up last night
day the fight begins. It is now
Santa Anna 1s here and that his
and that his whole line
numerous batteries and located in a strong mountain pass
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It was delayed until

Colonel Campbell reported from Plan del Rio

and tomorrow at dawn of
well ascertained that
force is very large say
is an entrenchment

with

called the pass of the Sierra Gorda. Twiggs is now near
the rear of the enemy with Shields Brlgaae anc in the

morning will be joined by Worth's Divi
Brigade attacks the ext“eme left of t
and we shall have a hot place. . . .
by the enemy today, but he beat them
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men, under Bri i N ,
e Antoniori%adler General Ciriaco Vdsquez; Gen-

opez de Santa Anna and Major G 1
Pedro de Ampudia were there, also, 4 " o s
ment of the fight, but clea;ed th’ uring thg commence-
ward. At the foot of Cerro Gordo egiglggzrqiﬁgk%ytifter—
No. 5, were about two t : i S
the hill of the batterigzuEigé ?enzang flvg g
about four thousand men, and tweﬁty:fo&ranieA’ we§e
tillery--five in No. 1, eight in No. 2 eg h%einoNoarg
anq three in No. 4. These were under tﬁe c%mmand of. ,
Brigadier General Rdémulo Diaz de La Vega and Brig-
adier General Luis Pinzdén. The fact of there beiig
artillery in Nos. 1 and 2 was unknown to our attacking
force, the pieces being masked by brush, like that which
lay cut down and dry before them, and there having been
no opportunity of making a correct reconnoissance [sic)
of the position. At Santa Anna's headquarters, were a
body of infantry and artillery, with six cannon, and
four thousand lancers under Major General Valentin
Canalizo; making in all about thirteen thousand men,
with forty-two pieces of cannon.S

At seven o'clock, Sunday morning, April 18, 1847, the
battery, consisting of a 2/-pounder gun and two 2/-pounder

howitzers which had been planted on the summit of Telegraph

Hill by men of Twiggs's Division, commenced firing upon the
enemy. The three brigades of Twiggs's Division, commanded by
Colonel Bennet Riley, Colonel Harney, and Brigadler General
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Shields, were already on tune field of battle. Major Leneral
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captain E. B. Alexander's Third Infantry, the Seventh Infan-

try under Lieutenant Colonel Plympton, and Major William W.
Loring's Rifle Regiment of Colonel Harney's Brigade, all po-
sitioned on Telegraph Hill, descended into the valley and
charged the fort facing them on the Cerro Gordo Hill. Simul-
taneously, Colonel Riley's Brigade moved to the right, "around
the base of Cerro Gordo, and engaged the enemy at and near its
base." Shields's Brigade, composed of volunteers
and Fourth Illinois Infantry Regiments commanded by Colonel

Foreman and Colonel Edward D. Baker, respectively, and a New

York regiment under Colonel W. B. Burnett, alsc pas
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the base of Cerro Gordo, "crossed a ravine, moved up on 1ts

right bank," and advanced in a surprise attack on Santa Anna's
84

headquarters.
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Number Two.

Colonel Haskell's Second Tennessee Volunteer Infantry

Regiment "moved onward to the assault with great energy and

enthusiasm,” despite the heavy crossfire and the dense chap-

arral thickets. The pathway up the hill was so narrow that

the men were fforced to advance by a flank movement and fre-

quently by single file." The Second Tennessee advanced "with

as much rapidity as the nature of the ground would permit"

and "charged with a shout of defiance" amid the
87
n

"strains of
the Mexican bugles. "The Mexican artillery in front opened
upon them; the battery on the right swept them with grape, and

that on the left crossed its showers of canister th

hrough their
ranks, while the deadly fire of two thousand muskets poured

88 . s .
upon them." Colonel Haskell, his cap torn off by grapeshot,

maddened by the slaughter of his men who "fell like leave
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charge the second time when from Major Gen-

an express came

eral Scott to Major General

G. J. Pillow to suspend further

operations as the enemy had surrendered.n93

A1l the field officers of the Second Tennessee, except

Colonel Haskell, were either killed or wounded. Lieutenant

Colonel David H. Cummings, who in Colonel Campbell's opinion

was "clever and amiable but no part of a military man," was
shot through the foot. Major Robert Farquharson (First Ten-

nessee Volunteers, assigned to the Second Tennessee for the

day) was severely wounded, as was Captain Henry F. Murray of

Company B. Those mortally wounded included: First Lieutenant

~

W. P. Hale, adjutant, and First Lieutenant William Yearwood,
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300 to 450 killed and wounded, while approximately 400 Mexi-

cans were killed--their casualties totaling 1500.96
The American victory at Cerro Gordo was complete:

Not a thing was saved by the flying enemy; all order
was lost, and every one escaped in the best way he
could. There fell into the hands of our victorious army
forty-two pieces of cannon (most of them brass), many
wagons and pack mules, four thousand prisoners, six

or eight thousand stand of arms (not numbered), five
generals--Pinson [sic], Jarero [sic] , La Vega,

Noriega, and Obando; (another, Gen. Vdsquez, was killed
on Cerro Gordo, fighting to the last); many colonels,
lieutenant-colonels, and other officers (two hundred

and fifteen in all); most abundant supplies of excellent
powder; cannon and musket cartridges; cannon-balls,
grape-shot and canister, of copper, iron, and lead;
Santa Anna's traveling carriage, and his effects, in-

cluding sixteen thousand dollars, in silver--a good
part of which fell into the hands of the victorious
Illinoisans and S%hers; and, in fact, everything the

enemy possessed.

"Never in any battle, have been a suj
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CHAPTER FIVE

Homeward Boung

On Monday, April 19, 1847, those who died at the Battle

of Cerro Gordo were buried "at the foot of the little hill on

which stands the Church of Plan del Rfo." Pillow's Brigade,

with the exception of the Second Tennessee, was ordered "to

take up the line of march" for Jalapa on the morning of the

20th. Colonel Haskell's regime
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Tenniisee horse, the 1st and 24 Tennessee infantr
and e company of Kentucky volunteers, will mar %’
tomorrow morning, the 6th instant ’ -

march with their arms, « « . The troops will

: ten rounds of ammunition d
their personal effects, and will turn in at thi; ;;ace

all tents, and such other artic i

as may not be indispensable on %iz 3£t§i§pm:§2;pa%zCh
man will take in his haversack hard bread for féur

dgys. and'bacon for two days. The Brigade Commissaries
will obtain from the Chief Commissary money to purchase
fresh beef, on the road, for two days. The Quartermasters
of the command will make proper requisitions on the
acting_Quartermaster General for the necessary trans-
portation. In promulgating this order for these gallant

regiments to return to the United States, the Major

General, while he regrets that the term ;f their serv-
jce will not afford another opportunity for these troops
to gather additional fame in the future events of this
already brilliant campaign, cannot forget that the re-
collections of a glorious past will be carried to their
homes. The services of the twelve months' volunteer
will ever be perpetuated in their country's history. . .

Colonel William T. Haskell and part of the Second Ten-
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painstakingly rowed out to meet the Bulletip only to find
" o fin

out that the volunteers wWere not on boarg 7

Those veterans who did reasch Memphis were honored at a

dinner at the Gayoso Hotel. Colonel Haskell eulogized his

fallen comrades and spoke of the unflinching courage of his

command. A century-old cannon made in Barcelona, Spain was

among the souvenirs on display, and several Mexican boys,

between the ages of twelve ang fifteen, were exhibited at
8

public gatherings.

On June 10, a meeting was held at the Memphis Commercial

Hotel. Colonel Nathaniel Anderson, chairman, and H. L.

) e

Leaf,
acting secretary, were informed that $252.50 remained in the
treasury after $60.00 had been spent at Haskell's honorary

dinner. The citizenry resolved to schedule a "grand cele-
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bration in honor of the returned volunteers" for June

e 3 P - . : a3 s
aA 3 £ T T § v
jlnner and soliree, complete with music, would be given.

[N

*
c*
@
@
7]
3
[17]
=3
(1)
0w
(8]
'y
O
¢
3
.
(44}
o]
L4
i
w
-~
o
w
g |
g |
w

to be invited. Comm

0
3
@
=
w
n
c*
(@]
’
"3
O
b
£3.
(4]
.'l
|
(2]
»
(9]
-
0
3
“

e

wm

y 8

[N

for the festivit
-~ - Q
wounded volunteers.’

how tha calebr
t showers, tne celedra

Despite intermitten

o

“ - 3 \
at the Court Square as scheduled. Memph
illuminated." As the weather img
N Welcon peeches were gilven

rades, and gunfire took place. Welcome speeche g

by Wyndham Roberts and B.

5 m ~ & 43 Memphi Ri
was served. The flag ol tne Mem;



93

lden and pre-

3
-

second Tennessee), which was sewn by a Mrs. T

sented to the volunteers by

, expressed a

4

surned. Mrs. Tilden, fla

could

er

rd

o

ersal sentiment

univ

1x a 10

fha -

wcmenfo

eiv

o
.
[

Square.

-
-

on Marke

.
]
-

-
-

arred by a murder at Whitsitt's groce

"
44y

et

B

P
[ 3

[ &4

-
o

i
(S

4 @ ]

L & §

3

i

e

ested

was

-

sery

-
v oa o

rs
@

o

O
(o8

*ravra i

> n
12

sangr

LA

AL

b
aq
~t
1

W8S

av A

Q

AM—
Lo
s
n
m
«
$.
Y
e
Q
[ &)
«
o !
TN
R
O
L
at
Al
¢)
e
¥ 8
M 3
e
s
7
o
't
Ql-
L]
@
$:
L)
v
)]
L
P |
o
|
qQ
| &
-y
b
LA
L]
i
{ 34
(<]
{ O
Y]
4

5
O
w
s?
o
b
o @)
Q)
e
Q)
(8]
P
{ 3
o
vy
)
[+ 4]
1
G & |
o
v
ot
.
L]
{54
w
vt
L2
| %4
it
t1
v
ok |
“)
ol
b
3
€)
-1
.
)
L
4
«’
0
tf)
e
V]
Vo
et
[
s }



54

ected first
whose

-

-

1irty thousand

N
.

new volunteers
unteers

wWas e
-
v

i

-

-
-

~

-
~
v

-
Y

. )
(O'Haver had served as
ioned

sergeant in Company D, Second Tennessee an

0 res
'Haa
in Q'Haver, continued to an-

As the fallen heroes were laid ¢
swer their country's "call to glory.n"

had heralded the return of the volunteers, |2
et 13 -
1847. ) The Ten Regiment Bill requisi

and re-enlistees such as Benjamj

lieutenant o

[+7) .. LV - L P
(3] o] e @ - - o . (8] —4
wd [ i) O o . = - Q) et | @
c . TR S I - (3. @ [ e () | W P ] o | (&) [ 5 -3 O
o e PRI SR I S S S S S ‘1w O £ a3 @0 o 1 x o o
o L3 wtl o O & @ W ) ~¢ &5 it bawt | MY L0 1 L 4 L | €1
5 L] it b ~d ~i o ‘o e ) (. e 3 L Q- o ot i ol
O L o Ga%s o O O ¢ 4 ba WDt st o Lt = . -t 44 b
O ST o Q@ L 62 O @ @ . woe , T @ B e @ O W) - o O
o A2 171 8 IVl @ Q@ & ~t £3 4o @ QO o O . - ‘ $e
> < Q o £ O s O e - {8 %« L o w o T i
o et o7 @ W I o) € !~ « e o' ‘t? L * LA i3,
e ~d Qo vt @ @ @ =D e t 3= ts B2 @ - @ O O L i . w o
Q@ &4 Go 0 L © &Y (3l t @ 4, ety @ @ - =} - & 1 @ ! LY
-~ = O oy ot o () Wit o vt $u 430 bo @ 31 @ o -t A3 od §3 ]
] @ O b O mGe 11 O 0 T @ et €@ r Q ¢l « O
o b L @~ L O wd ? v Y @ o @t Qe Q i S
P $. ¢ 0 O o} (O @ o ¢ 3. $2 L WD Q. T IR 5 vy . ‘e vy ‘an
w -t O LT wt oy @ O 4T ww € e o t w3 s @ e i L4
[ o 3£ 0O o4 o? Y PR | i IR TR 4 ) I S ] | q A M DY
s [ | O e @ O bave @ O < 0 e gt - t 4 ts) () N )
w AT 3. @ o) A0 Y {3,580 . @ @ 1 e e @ i. D ) ‘
Q@ L4 e b e (S9N o €3 . W ¢ 8. o Q@ et et . . [ ol
-} et L @ e | w ] @ Al e - e 3 T 4 [ -y [ e .
L] e i > O e @ ta @ o q .t a . @ @ 3 <« < L LY 3
L2} wd b © W be Be vt vt @ o by e, (14 @ . € (13 tr) vy o
L o] - @ O @ Q4 LT O @ @ b~ A e e? e Us)
[ = Lo B W 2 L4 R DT L «F @Y 4 e’ e e o et LY
[ =4 (7] g O O Q@ e s @ ~t . . - ‘- T sy « @ ) £
Q o -4 Lo L2 G 2O Sy T3 s 45 4 3= L ¢ e D rs
[ - €7 = $. 3 &’ Q { L4 u @G @ %l e D N bl vy iy QD i
e sdtI D O O @ be S ‘. e ‘ 't t3. @ @ 43 e Q 5} D o :
T Q i~ U Ga Q@ o (& $. ¢ - € o @ it o A e .2 (44] o)
. A2 bt be @ I O (I WMo o t O @ (3.9 a3t e . et o ) S
4 o £ O wd U3 be L2 rd o ' Sl & i teye ¢ Q Al e o Q . 4 =3 U] l
4] fat e &> o D e’ O e Q © %df%d Q o 1F) P ab b o < ¥
e -2 . (& I = LS S o - s ‘s e U3 c W A > o L7] r
S I o £2 ) ¢ 3% vt ~4 02 O W -, W O e U S L K 44 L8 gy
(S8 . v o O O i & 3t i L fet QA ¢ Q- tr © LY - [ R i
- w [ = = O ol ¢ % Gu o qQ RS- f3. 0t @ £2 .
[+ 4] +2 Q Q@ n O WO ad < o' QY U e s - ol = . ) K 1 rsy
= 0 Qo Q@ W ) > £ O &, . . L 5 [ e N ¢ [oo] £3
o] Q wi D QL Q4 O O O i R G- 13 @)e? es LW ‘4 ol
« a8 €O U3 b ¢ i (& LA 29 SIS | : I 4 e O ‘ . |
K = - = Q LA I U ) et G et = €3 et wl|il oW U7} e LT} 7]
o Q£ Mo B 2.0 @ Lo i Q1= et . 23 { &3 D
Q Q [o . R BN e ] o Ve 14 =4 C 2" I | LY¢] < [ -
(&) ke +2 Q@ a ke O Q > % C v, € 4 ¢ % W]|W QO o =3 b: (4]
rd ME4 =42 O &> = T 0y (3 q ¢ LY -V I 1.]te Be vi -1, ry e G
- > 1 O e 3 L2 ' g2 .80 B ES R sV ] © : Y] ) 3]
Fe Fa wd U) ke vd D O o q 3 w6 @ 0 O g7 J-450 o8 e s 4 ot
Q + bt ® > @ 3 £ X LT WL | 39 €Y wd e 0O i ) O ‘e ) £
w0 S o KB Ot ] LR -4 ‘. SR 4} ol 5] o
[e] Q oo 3 o = D v b i D Ty ke . V) ES 7] . £: ry
G Cos L2 O 0O O ke L2 .8 @ O L . R S S & o qQ 3 [ 3 1 o £e
o = Feaerd ) 42 o7 &2 L N - (2] ' 2 0 $d. % =lrs O - £ ) ) (03]
— €. 3 G ot
=] L 7]
| (@] qQ = D D 1)
L] " - i & L2 L4 L3 D
. . (B (] . 17 ory



55
one hundred cadets ("Los Nifos")

of the Mexican Military
pcademy, Mexico City fell to Scott's troops during the night

of September 13. American losses were estimated at 2,'703.17

g. H. Taylor, at Vicksburg, Mississippi, wrote his brother,
james R. Taylor, Esquire of Readyville,

nth

utherford County,

Tennessee, concerning the American victory at Molino del Rey:
We have just heard of General Scott gaining a great
victory at the city of Mexico. About 1,000 Mexicans

are reported killed out of 7,000 engaged, among whom
are some valuable officers. The Americans completely
routed 30,000 Mexicans and 6,000 escaped--the balance
being killed, wounded, and taken prisoner.?8

On February 2, 1848, a peace treaty was signed between

idalgo, near
Mexico City. The treaty was ratified by the oSenate on March
0. The Mexican congress ratified it on the 25th. Ratifi-
~ations were exchanged on Majy 30. The peace treaty was
sfficially proclaimed on July 4, 1848. The nostilities ol

1744 3 M ys g wmy A inv ian became an army
the Mexican War ceasea. Uur aray o4 invasion beca y

) “"‘1:"..‘ 5



CHAPTER SIX
Epilogue

Major General Gideon Johnson Pillow, commander of the

First (Tennessee) Brigade, was generally hailed as "one of

the bravest men in the American army." He repeatedly "placed

himself in the most dangerous positions . . . moving at the

head of his brigade upon the enemy with s 1

weeping rapidity."

"In leading his brigade into action at Ce

rro Gordo , Gen-
eral Pillow had the Tennessee regiment considerably in ad-

vance. He distinguished himself by personal gallantry, as he

encountered a masked battery--entirely unknown to him.

" nhal) "AlAanal AT +h
begged to differ. William Bowen Campbell, Colon el of the
. I )
iid k favorably of Pillow: eneral
First Tennessee, did not speak favorably Ol rl1liOW

Pillow is of the smallest caliber that has ever Deen ele-
vated to so high a command. . . . @€

' i i ! jecision
the field of action has no aeclsi

aAdadLTa

Cerro Gordo, the enemy would nad

] ok je by Pillow
without the attack that was made o,
‘ ; n4 pjllow was one of
though he was repulsed."” Pillow

nominate James Kn
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the Tennessee delegation to

56



ness

t
v

nept

:

-

—
illow's

3

-

sm of

lennessee grriv

cayun

.
3

-

As soon as the Secong T
ble for the debacle at Cerro Gordo ang "demanded his imme-

3

factor in his military appointment 5

in the New Orleans P

.
ho ®

¥ o s R
LA - - O £ £ O
o <y Q@ L) 4 ) P B | TR e |
] @ [ <« [ -t Q@ ~ 4 i B ol L i
o n o @ O P | @ 3 R4 5. (84 1 @ ~18% o 4 n o @ '
= ) P P [oW ~e . < -~ Q¢ . ¢ ~t Wi, O @ L EREE S I b L]
be . pa | o [3 O - < E 3 4 e W0 L 1 1 a8 L R & I &
- (o9 O . e -’ -~ e e o T N T T A T N ) C-UN DR B D I )
PeY i - @ o? O [ el - (& -~ g o ~t eyl crt 82 L 8 ) ek
o -l s ¢ | - i3 L o o - <9 o« & s - & £ © WM O Q@ eF o e 't @
@ @ b= | « a @ = pe L [ S S & # o o o LN £ 3 @
(¥} = (8] -4 « o1 . < A i b C erfr owe WS, 0 @ o QT M ) (3,80 8
- ~d [ &4 &4 o L o - « AT O -t Wt s A L - @ O et Wy
[&] « (-] . o o (2N - e o) @ i D @@ ol o (% @ € g2 .82 Ba vt G
wd . b ] L) [« ] -] < - @ o de U QAT LDTY O 0 ¢ . e v O
‘o be @ -t v A O 1N S As -~ [ 2] . w (T V) . ) [ e n 13
(84 @ Sy o W . L3 [N ¢ v ¥ g« SRR TR ¢ ] voWm O O e, @ 8D D @ k) e
-l (3] [ - ot o -t v < Y Qb ettty © @ WPt et ) e tY O 2
2 b i ] 9 o vy < = i ot S @ e a* a* g2 be i 3] 9 QO
be o L i [ 4. ¢ “2 R ¢ £ e O @A Wt O L@ e 0Ll O F)
- d e 'S4 e w < < ! ¥ ¢ P Dt w8 40 $0 @ ¢ (LY 3 @ L2 e’ =t O ay WD
@ @ - .4 w @ L2 P | v t . i C 2 W l. e @ 1l W) (34 LI i > |
£3 (29 -t @ £3 -’ tar ( ¢ AL vt @ (b I m et DRI S I S Ie |
. w [ Q. (84 - 2 o - & DR P ¢ Wwm @ b b @@ E N e ]
-t - [ e - < w 8 « o et 3l U~ by 0? - @ U W wd
L ‘o .4 et L] e O i ¥ &y < < ¥ i o @ @ ~et) Ce @ ¢ 2 Na (et et - ]
(o] L « [ ] (&) < . ot (4 EN 4D T . L © &3 AL L of 4
(5] - | i 54 © - S CRA BT S - » (S L NS -
Q . (=8 L4 5 o < < e ‘o2 < w « ¢ @ Q @ L1 0B LG @ O 4@ g, ©
w (& (84 = (2] G L 43 R ¢ ¢ AL et 0 O 2 O . AL vt e 2
o w -4 L4 (] O e o i < ~t () &F e @ o O v 3 Q
(o9 o = (& ] (3] o « - b1 v wr @ Se 30 Y M bty U @ e ) L3
be b . @ p- 8 I < « < < a4 O O e QP D Dt D LI e LW
3 L (75 ot o i, . [ &4 L2 - @ i O S O LR B B I T I
[SH z £ O [ 54 b e e . f o w @ TR B e L2 .82 (] @3 4 W
- - @ O £ - . e . §] 0 eyt D O @ O e wd L2 e M
Q [} wd L) < c s (75 -4 - o q S | € 4 4 £3, v N 7]
£ . = b el . Q@ Q@ ~ . L. D vt O D WL D et O LI -
= (&) [ -4 & (SN i, T - - e Is (3. ba be O Be §3 .85 e et by
af ‘o oo ¥ o XD . o ~ 4 L " e O3 L @ C s D 73
= L 3] ot (1] -t w Q - . ¢t 4 b 7Y 3 L0 (2 0 @ 61 e0C3 42 L35
. O L he | el < < we L3t Lo e al & et d @ LT 0
— G | L o w « @ . T 44 ’ « ey o D E s B N
a [e] L2 = « = . « T [ S P - b4 L35 HF O @ 31D
Ea L] @ -« x - ™~ L LR o L UI SO ST 31 v O o L7 g et LTI S I
+> - K o — A3 « . o | (SN, Mo | el e € oed T D £1e4 &
| = [+4) - - =1 Lo o t ¢ -t 4. L8 LR SN VIS T
« 4] b b @ e 4 g [3 4 e ) e wd @ () L0 Fi 42 2 | =
=] (=] o G = Q (2] Q . ;) ( vt Gq @ [ 5 L4 s €0 O
I Qo O . . et . [4 ¢ - . 2 O @ - @l 3 fd o e d Gy
o ) £ « o) (2] o e - ) 0y «? D 42 DV - L 0O O %d
b o (8] w1 3 o o e € £ . O e 44 £l e s kis o] L
= R o £ be A ' 5 +2 (- o e d . L | U - | 2 42 L7 £ e 42 42 o S O
o w = O o €1, @ ¢ e ¢ > £ 2 @2 3 O a £ kB
8] = wrd (&) 0 £ e L2 - a Ce s 3O o fe 0 O 2 L1 O O O
s - = (<8} = . Up] L be [ & O S L) B0 Ca x40 £ g 2 O
) — 0 o C > = e ( «
L g [SH = b 8 2] o=y 1 - ] T3
o E (@] Q | & Q Q o) « o v—4 ()
o rd o [©1 Q = &2 C G - Q €
o) [} n o (& QO o fes = (79} % i



oo

.
iIntrymen upon the fact :
o B Gk fearfui aidas they transpired. The sur-
of being drie needless slaughter have the
he Blaod of the & e lven from‘the field, whilst from
an officer. who Slaln 1ncense is exhaled to glorify
- Tl B foil*nnth? language of the address, 'nei-
: owed in the assault ' Th
' solely because the - i
L b Yy were commanded t
ssible thing b i 8 do g
. g€ by an officer who enj i
it of havi Joys the exclusive
: . 10g ever ordered a regiment from that
a:,'Suate to make a charge which necessarily re-
ed in a repulse. The fact that this regiment imme-
ately rallied for another assault, and was ready to
repeat.an attack over ground upon which in three %in—
utes péme, one-fourth of its members was shot down, is
én evidence of courage of the strongest signification.
ﬂpere was Col. Wynkoop that he was not assaulting No. 1?
Nnere was Col. Roberts that he was not supporting Col.
Haske}l? Cgl. Wynkoop, speaking for himself, answers
the first inquiry. He declares that he was ordered not
to advgnce from the position until ordered to do so by
Gen. Pillow, either through one of his aides or by a
concerted signal. He states that he received no order,
heard or saw no signal. . . . We utterly disclaim any
other motive in making this publication than such as
arise from a desire to do justice to others and to have
justice for themselves. . . . We have performed an un-
pleasant task. . . . The memory of the dead who fell
there [Cerro Gordol, require that we should tell 'the 6
truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth. f
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Pillow requested that his rebuttal be inserted in "those
papers which have published the attack on me." He contended
that had he known the actual strength and position of the
enemy, though accurate reconnaissance was impossible due to

the Gibraltar-like nature of Cerro Gordo, the charge would

not have been ordered. An assault upon the enemy's batteries

from another part of the pattlefield would have been just as

unsuccessful and deadly. Pillow believed that the officers

who had signed the address ngeted hastily and without re-

fluence of false impressions pro-

flection, being under the in
7

. : i
duced by Colonel Haskell, who abused their confidence.

acing possible court-martial charges, Pillow appeared
cing

urt of Inquiry which met in Mexico City on April

b
O
Ly |
D
Q
(& ]
O
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1848. He was

d of s
HEE== apPpropriating for souvenirs two howitzers taken

e S5 B Gusilmich, Maryland, June 5-July 6

at Chapultepec. Pillow was acquitted, alleging that Midship-

man Rogers and a Mr. Welsh had placed them in his baggage.

"without his previous knowledge or consent,"S A5 & Bipai

General of Confederate forces during the American Civil War,
Pillow would once again be embroiled in controversy for his
cowardly flight from Fort Donelson and an incurable lack of
command initiative.

Colonel William Turner Haskell, commander of the Second
Tennessee Volunteer Infantry Regiment, returned home to Ten-
nessee to pursue a political career. Haskell, born in Mur-
freesboro, Rutherford County, Tennessee on July 21, 1818,
was the son of Judge Joshua Haskell and Nancy (Ready) Haskell
and nephew of Congressman Charles Ready. He was educated by
private tutors and attended public schools in Jéckson, Madi-
son County, Tennessee, where the family had moved in 1821.
Haskell left the University of Nashville in 1836 and enlisted
in the army. After the Second Seminole War, Haskell studied
law under his father. He was admitted to the bar in 1838 and
established his practice in Jackson, Tennessee. Haskell, a
Whig, served as State Representative to the Tennessee General
Assembly from Madison County, 1840-1847. In 1844, he cam-

. identi hopef and was
paigned for Henry Clay, 2 Presidential hopeful,

9
chosen as one of Clay's electors.

With the outbreak of the Mexican War, Haskell, possessing

i ) 1 itg
political connections, was appointed Colonel of the F 1

. Hi
Brigade, Second Regiment, Tennessee Volunteers S
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was generally applauded, though a few were of 1 contrary
opinion: "General Pillow's order at Cerro Gordo, which Has-

kell seems to think proves his incapacity to command, was

the only proper order under the circumstances, and that
Haskell does not know much about military matters n10

In 1847, Haskell conducted a spirited Congressional cam-
paign. On July 17, Colonel Haskell, an eloquent, dramatic

orator, delivered his infamous, anti-war speech at Dresden,

.
Tennessee

The Mexican War is unnecessary, unjust, unprovoked,
aggressive, and unconstitutional. If I am elected, my
policy and aim in Congress will be to put an end to this
war: to sound the bugle, blow off |call offlthe blood-
hounds, acknowledge the error of our ways, and take a
retrograde march, with muffled drums, under the tune of
Bonaparte's retreat from Moscow, until we reach the east
bank of the Rio Grande or some other line designated by
Congress. . . . It's absurd and foolish in the extreme
to talk about extending our territory farther than

Texas proper. 12

Haskell "exultingly boasted that he had been in the inglo-
rious war, i.e., the Mexican War, fighting the battles of

his country, while his competitor, J. A. Gardner, remained

w13

at home.

Reporters predicted that Haskell, the "would-be hero of

i tn st sne L]
Cerro Gordo," would "lose more than his cap in storming the
ini t in ongress
heights of democracy and obtaining a seat in Congr 3

‘ ; mell, .‘v‘.x‘ ‘d
though he was a '"gentleman known to many men, Whigs an

d that his character as a gentle-

15

Democrats, in Nashville; an

. 5 . i
man is beyond all questlon.

) P "ns A a
i i 1 as s "ideas
on improved as hl
Haskell's chances for electi imp

: 1 defensive line,
) £ back to a ael
about closing the war, DY falling
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changed." He took his seat in tpe Thirtieth Congress (
L, 1848-March 3, 1849)

016

March

"with g determination to act for the
country.

When his Congressional term expired, Haskell resumed

his law practice.

He wrote poems ang songs and "dabbled" in
politics, running unsuccessfully for Governor in 1859. He was

married to Parolee Porter, by whom he had five children.

Haskell died at Western State Lunatic Asylum, Hopkinsville,

Christian County, Kentucky on March 12, 1859 and was buried

in Riverside Cemetery, Jackson, Tennessee.17

The Mexican War, as is generally true of other conflicts
past and present, generated an obsession with glory among non-
combatants, those who never experienced the horrors of war.
Tennessee Governor Aaron Brown urged the erection of a monu-

o

ment to commemorate the glory of those Tennesseans who served

in Mexico:
In behalf of our whole people, I recommend the strongest
expression of public J“a::tu:e and admiration for their
heroic services, and that a full register of the names
of every soldier of the regiments be made out apd_safel
deposited in the new capitol, when completed, that pos-
terity may know who they were that ::nt;ifut?d so largely
to the honor and glory of the Commonwealth. Let the
State contribute largely to the erection of some lofty
monument to the memory of those who fel% either 1n‘bat—
tle or by disease, in the prosecutlon of a war, Wélch
could not have been avoided without a sacrifice of
national honor, dignity, and character.’®

Committees were formed across the state for the purpose of

' ) ) : +h were to be placed in a monument
gathering contributions which were to :

. = S atIin n;‘ p i N. G.
fund. In Memphis, a committee, consisting of C. Bias,

Curtis, William D. Gilmore, Littleton Hena

. . Lo -~
. " icit subscriptions lor a
Prescott, was app01nted to "solicit s c
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monument to officers and soldiers who fell in Mexico." "’

representing the counties of Lawrence
’

On December 21, 1849, Democratic Senator J. W. Whitfield,

Hickman, Wayne, and

Hardin, introduced Senate Resolution Number XVIII in the

Tennessee General Assembly:

Whereas, the patriotic citizens of thi

private contribution, caused to be ereitigazesE?EZElgy
monument to the memory of the citizen soldiers of Ten-
nessee, who gave their lives a willing sacrifice for
their country's honor in the late war with Mexico, at
a cost of $2500, with suitable inscriptions thereon;
and whereas, about $100[siclof said contribution

have been collected; therefore, Resolved, That the sunm
of $1500 be, and the same is hereby appropriated out
of the treasury, not otherwise appropriated, for the
purpose of completing the payment for erecting of said
monument; and that the Comptroller issue warrant
to Thomas D. Davenport, Solon E. Rose, Frank Buchanan,
and William P. Rowles, monumental commissioners at
Lawrenceburg, and that they pay said money out for the

""iQ

il o

anA

e
ana Lne

J

A o~ -
Assembly

The Senate adopted the above resolution by a v

to four, while the final vote of the House sto
to ten in favor of Resolution Number I.ZII.21
was built on the Court Square in Lawrencedurg,
In 1866, a California printer, Alexander
lowing the example of civil War veterans' orga
founded a Mexican War veterans' associatlon in
Kenaday suggested that the veterans of the Mex

in convention. In January 1874, delegates from
states formed the National Association of Mexi
headquartered 1in San FranclscoO. The associatio
the promotion of social intercourses good-fell

The veterans lobbied f

3 } "
all proper assistance.

erection of said monument; that be required
to take receipts for all sums so paid by
they report to the next General bl

them; and that
~f

of this State. 0

n strove "for
owship, and
or the
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t in the best veteran
4 .

press for a service pension

establishment of soldiers' homes and

tradition,”
Beginning in
ber 187 i ;
Qcto 9, the society published a monthly newspaper
. 19973 4 I ¢ )¢ y lN1€
!ggggggy which contained up-to-date information of particular
interest to Mexican War veterans. In 1881, the nati 1
» the national con-

sention voted for the establishment of a Mexican War veter
1 ! lican r 1 ans

society "in every state or territory." 00, !
rritory." By 1900, Kentucky,
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o ' aic
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a branch home for SllI‘VlVlIlg disabled inva]ij soldiers o

the wars prior to ouyr great civil wap.

Regular army soldiers

Home in W hi ra a
asnin ton 3 ! i
g ’ D. L. Were 'rvqulred to

at the Soldiers!

ive a fractional " 5 _
g part" of their monthly pension, but "vol-

unteers were never inviteq to participate or contribute n25

The national Mexi W
can wa \ uni 7 i i
r veterans reunion was held in

Nashville, Tenne i - SBaR
Nas , Ssee 1n September 1882, Upon arrival, they

y eques " i ; .
were req ted to "register ang reécelve their badges" at head-

quarters in the Hicks block, corner

t T ter 1~ ar wuwi 2
Street. The veterans enjoyed viewing momentoes on display,

u“iA . ; P ¢ ik el " 3
marching in review, and iraternizing and "exchanging courtesies

juring the day and evening." The reunion of

o

included band music; drill of the Porter Rifles and Burns Ar-
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man for Congre i
- gress who was not in favor of pensioning th !
r em,

remarking that it was the "injustice of Congress in not havi
e ving

pensioned the Mexican[Nar]survivors w26
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no one doubted it
« « They went forth i
n a just
just cause.

e of them f
elt th
at i
t it was an unj
1just one
one, or th
s they would

30

No on

not have gome.’



NOTES

67



Chapter One

’
Second Annual Message of Presi
. re

pecember 8, 1846, in James Knox PoliI%:ngzOlﬁeiiegzgiresS’

2 Ivbid.

3 Second Annual M

. essage of President Polk t n
December 8, 1846, in James Knox Polk Papers?‘%eégegzgg?ess'
ceorge G- Furber, The Twelve Months Volunteer; or Jou;ral
of a Private 1n the Tennessee Regiment of Cavalry’in the Can-

paign 1in Mexico, 1846-7 (Cincinnati: J. A. -
18[,85, pPp. 19-23. and U. P. James,

4 gecond Annual Message of
December 8, 1846, in James Knox
furber, p. 15

President Polk to Congress,
Polk Papers, Tennessee;

> Furber, p. 16.
6 Ipid., pp. 16-17.

7 gecond Annual Message of

President Polk to Congress,
December 8, 1846, in James Knox Polk Papers, Tennessee.

4 Second Annual Message of President Polk to Congress,
December 8, 1846, in James Knox Polk Papers, Tennessee;
Special Message of President Polk to Congress, May 11, 1846,
in James Knox Polk Papers, Tennessee; Y. S., Congress,
rongressional Globe, 29th Cong., 1st sesS.. New Series, No.
.9, May 12, 18406 (Washington, D. C.: Blair and Rives, 1846)
p. 783; Furber, P. 17

? furbver, p. 173 Special ¢ President Polk 1C

P “ -~ [  J Y & - . = . — .
Congress, Nay,Ta. 1846, in Jam 10X FoiK fﬁ?“Ti'*-it“effee'
Congressional Globe, 29th E::g.{ 'S S?Si':,:i: ti'Eii;:::l.
.9, May 12, 1840, P 783 :?c:§§ ;::73‘-;i:iiﬁi-l':lTQEEQL"
5olk to Congress, December . 2.6, in James Knox ro-% £%
pers, Tennessee.

: + Pnlk to Congress May 11

10 special Message o president POl B2 Tensional
18,6, in James KnoX Polk SPGTi' ‘i“w:i: Qg"";' Vay 12
Globe, 29th Cong.» 15t sesS.» NeW ve:;~;:a;j}a:t 551k %o
8.6, p. 782; Second Annual “esﬁage~~;—:§_§:r£”?a:ers. Ten-
Congress, December 8, 1840, l:-t%:e:vQQEL*.;;s orepared 1o
nessee; Furber, P- 18. (-2 ;ea:::;: ?:}:;;j ~¢ an "envoy
accept a low-ranking g, S. diploma* inses
with full powers.") B

T gpecial Message® of ?re%;:

1846, in James Knox Pol¥ Papers:
GlObe’ thh Cong., 1st S€SS.» e

o~
oo



69
1846’ PD. 782—783§ SeCOHd Annu

to Congress, December 8, 1846,
fennesEee; Purber, pg. py g

12 ; .
Special Message of Pres
; Congress, 11,
1846, in James Knox Poly Papers, Tennessee,; Congfe::ison;éliy
Globe, 29th Cong., 1gt °€8S., New Serjes No. 29, May 72,
mp. 783.

al Message

of p i
i Tame Tesident Polk

S Knox Poly Papers,

13 Second Annual Message of President Polk to

' Congress,
December 8, 1846, in Japes Knox Poly g

Papers, Tennessee,

k to Congress, May 11,
1846, in James Knox Polk Papers, Tennessee; Congressional
Globe, 29th Cong., 1st Sess., New Series, Noo May 12

O

e L A -.a'v L Y
7846, p. 783; Second Annua] Message of President Polk to Con-
gress, December 8, 1846, ip James Knox Poly Papers, Tennessee;
Furber, pp. 24-25,
g : g . o
15 Special Message of President Polk -0 Longress, May 11,
1846, in James Knox Polk Papers, Tennessee; Congressional
Globe, 29th Cong., 1st Sess., New Series, No. 49, May 12,
1846, p. 783.
Furber, pp. 24-217,
D A + ) tn CAanew M v |
Special Message of Fresident Polk to Congress, )
846, in James Knox Polk Papers .ennesse:i v355’955-~;§*
e ] -~ L - R e ' Y fay
Globe, 29th Cong., 1st sess., New Series, No. 29, May 12,
- VU ’ o
1840, p. 783; Furber, Pe 27
'~ Furber, p. 28.
RAar more ¢ "
Author's note. For a il :
causes and political conte :‘ﬁ:: ican
such works as the fo:lgaln% e
War: A Study in Causation, e ion;
09 (1980); David M. r-9~339;'.;3
m CAntin ntalls
Charles Sellers, The Contine




Chapter Two

] Furber, pp. 28-40.

Clarksville Jeffersonian May 23
e ——— Y 44 ’ ’

3 1846, p. 1, col. 1.
Ibid.
4 *¥Proclamation of p

resi
James Knox Polk Papers, ldent

Polk, .
Tennessee, May 13, 1846, in

> Second Annual Message of Presi

: d
December 8, 1846, in James Knox Polk Pzggrz?lgeﬁgeggggress’
6 .

Furber, p. 40 (War Bill of Congress).,

7
Turner J. Fakes, Jr "Memphi i
©S sy phis and the M "
The West Tennessee Historical Society Papers? ZeT%Szg)wa?éS'
Memphis Daily Fagle, June 15, 1846. ’ ’

8

Aaron V. Brown, Speeches, Congression it
and Other Writings (Nashville, Tn.: %. L. Mai%iig? ?gﬁifﬁgiéi,
pp. 388-393, 412 (*Marcy's communication is included as a pre-
face to Governor A. V. Brown's proclamation; *Legislative
Message of Governor Aaron Brown, October 6, 1847, pPp. 398-422);
Tennessee, Senate Journal, 27th General Assembly, 1st sess.,
1847 (Nashville, Tn.: Bang, 1848), p. 34 (Legislative Message
of Governor Aaron V. Brown, October 6, 1847); Tennessee,
House Journal, 27th General Assembly, 1847-1848 (Knoxville,
Tn.: James C. and John L. Moses, 1848), p. 36 (Legislative
Message of Governor Aaron V. Brown, October 6, 1847);
Robert H. White, ed., Messages of the Governors of Tennessee,
1845-1857, IV (Nashville, Tn.: Tennessee Historical Commis-
sion, 1957), pp. 120-121, 161; Furber, p. 42 (War Bill of
Congress).

7 Brown, pp. 388-393 (*Text of Governor Aaron Brown's
Proclamation, May 24, 1846); White, pp. 121-122.

10 Brown, pp. 388-393 (Proclamation of Governor Aaron
Brown, May 24, 1846); White, pp. 122-124.

1t Brown, pp. 388-393 (Proclamation of Governor Aaron

Brown, May 24, 1846); White, p. 123.

12 Clarksville Jeffersonian, May 30, 1846, p. 1, col. 4.

June 2, 1846, p. 2, col. 2.

ia Clarksville Chronicle,

period newspapers

*published statewide in prominent,

70



T4 Fakes, 119; Tri &

-Week] M i i
) Y Memphis Enquirer, May 12, 1846.

"Reminiscencesg of a ¢ .
; am : .
of the Bloody First," ip Nashvigiéggaii MeX}co By 2 Member
1847, P+ R, col. 3, =81y Union, November 17,
16

Brown, p. 412 (Legis :

Venable Brown, October 6,g181%§?V§e§:§:a§gugf governor g

eral Assembly, Tst sess., 1847, p. 335 e ?atf 27th Gen-

of Governor Aaron Brown, October 6, 1847)% ; s deasams

27th General Assembly, 1847-1848, p. 36 (ie quie sournal,

of Governor Aaron Brown, October 6, 1847); %;it:tl;e ﬁzgsage
17 "Reminiscences of g Cam

: " Paign in Mexico B a Memb
of the Bloody First," in Nashvil] . ; J ember
1847, p. 2, col. 3. - Qéill_gﬁie_. November 17,

18

Tri-Weekly Nashville Union, May 16, 1846,
19 Tri-Weekly Nashville Union, June 2, 1846

20 ”Remini§cences of a Campaign in Mexi
of the Bloody First," in Nashville Daily
1847, p. 2, col. 3.

21

y D. &£, g6l

co By a Member
Union, November 17,

Ibid.
22 ; ; . - . ..
Clarksville Jeffersonian, June 20, 1846, p s Gols 2
23 n 3 3 3 3 w3 o] Mam
Reminiscences of a Campaign i co By a Member
of the Bloody First," in Nashville Daily Union, November 17,
1847, p« 25 cols. 3-4.
24 R ! 17 Hig+tpory Af Teannecacaa Nash 11
Goodspeed's General History of Tennessee (Nashville,
Tn.: Goodspeed, 1887), p. 473.
25 ] : rsonian, June ¢ B46sy Ps 2y cole 13
Clarksville Jeffersonian, June 6, 1840, T ,
Clarksville Jeffersonian, June 20, 1846, p y COL. <.
g / ‘alative Message of Governor Aaron
%® Brown, p. 412 (Legislative Message ol Lovernor -
QN Q + Tournal 27th General Assem-
Brown, October 6, 1847); Senate Journal, <Z7th ral A
S o z (Legislative Message of Governor
bly, 1st sess., 1847, p. 35 | e el Tth Densts
, ~ . ¢ - | urnal (ol ernera.l
Aaron Brown, October 6, 18uj>, House ) o f I ——
AL ciclat e Message 0l CAA
Assembly, 1847-1848, p. 30 \L85;§7f‘- il i
Aaron Brown, October 6, 1847); White, p. 'O
" P AR 2 I @ vernor
Brown, pp. 412-414 (Legislative Message of ,O7ers
, . nate Journal, </tn Len-
Aaron Va Brown, Oetober 6’ 18!‘7); Se:%N?CLV'aN:.n“ e Mes-
P 17 R 4 —/‘ \=CHF4+c - vs =
eral Assembly, 1st sess., 1847, p%"i?;“ 6. 1847);
¥ R W ctobel ' s - n—
Sage of Governor Aaron V. Brown, V¢ T 8, pp. 36-37
I, 5 1 Assembly, 184/=1848, ¥+ 277
HOUse Journal) 27tn Gene - ;:r‘i” :a""\" V 5?3’-\'.’2; JctoDeEr O,
\ ragLs £ < ¥

ra
- : : f Gove
wegislative Message ol LoOVE
1847); White, pp. 162-163



72
28 Clarksville Jeffersonian, June 20, 1846, p. 1, col. 3.

29 ¢larksville Jeffersonian, July 25, 1846 2, col. 3.

-

30 wReminiscences of a Campaign in Mexico B
£ the Bloody First," in Nashville Dail;
?8&7: p. 2, cols. 3-4; Furber, p. 40

v a Member

¥
v

Union, November 17,
(War Bill of Congress).



Chapter Three

1
Brown, pp. 388-397 (p i
- R Addreé roclamation of Governor Aaron

S of
ferring Colonel Willianm B, Ca;pbgii?rnor Aaron Brown, trans-

First Ten :
ment of Volunteers to the Uniteq Stai nessee Regi-
Memphis Weekly Appeal, May 22, 18,6, ;?,2Ju2§13’41%é6é;

1, Adjutant General Robert B, Turner, NaSﬁviwlé , rder No.
white, pp. 122, 125, lle, Tennessee)

2 Goodspeed's History of Hamilton,
counties of Tennessee (Nashville, Tn.:
p. 825, Shelby County.

Knox, and Shelby
Goodspeed, 1887),

? Fakes, 120; Memphis Daily Eagle, May 15, 1846.

“ Fakes, 120-121; Tri-Weekly Memphi

is Enquirer, May 14,
1846.
5 f o1 -
Memphis Weekly Appeal, May 22, 1846, p. 3, col. 1.
6
Fakes, 121.
7 g T 9] / 2
Memphis Weekly Appeal, May 22, 1846, p. 3
Memphis Weekly Appeal, May 29, 1846, p. 1, col.
speed's History of Hamilton, Knox, and Shelby Co
Tennessee, p. 825, Shelby County; Muster Roll of
Second Tennessee Volunteer Infantry Regiment.
Fakes, 121; Memphis Daily Eagle, May 22, 1846.
7 Memphis Weekly Appeal, May 29, 1846, p. 2, col. 5.
Memphis Weekly Appeal, May 29, 846, P. 15 cols 3
1 3 0.
Fakes, 121-1
12
Memphis Weekl
13 = 4 ssee
The Goodsp 7

(Nashville, Tn.: G
the Second Tenness
speed's General Hi

peed
T4 Cond . uistories of Carroll, fnenry, and .
The Goodspeed Historles O~ - = pS 3
Benton Counties, lennessee (Nasavil-®, =
p. 806; Muster Roll of the ocecond S n
Infantry Regiment; Goodspeed's Lenera: =
P. 474

r

> Goodspeed'
Nashville, Tt

1
ties (



10 Furber, pP. 595,

"7 Goodspeed!s History of Thirt
ties,IPf 9@1; gusﬁer Roll of the Secongaézngznnessee Coun-
teer Infantry Regiment; Clarksville Chrons ssee Volun-
18465 Px 2, e0l. 2. =2ironicle, June 23,

18 .
Clarksville Chronicle,

June 23, 1846, p. 2, col. 2.

19 Goodspeed's History of Thirty East T
ties, p. 9471; Muster Roll of the Secong Tenn:222233§1333n_

teer Infantry Regiment; Clarksvi ;
1846, p. 2, col. 2. ille 93292&219’ June 23,

20 .

Memphis Weekly Appeal, June oy 1846, p. 1, col. 1.
21 .

Memphis Weekly Appeal, June 12, 1846, p. 3, col. 3.
22

Memphis Weekly Appeal, June 12, 1846, p. 3, cols. 3-

23 Mustgr Roll of the Second Tennessee Volunteer
Infantry Regiment; Memphis Weekly Appeal, June 26, 1846,
B 33 BOl, Z.

< Memphis Weekly Appeal, June 26, 1846, p. 3, col. 2.

= Fakes, 125; Tri-Weekly Memphis Enquirer, June 11,
1846; Memphis Weekly Appeal, June 12, 1846, p. 2, col. 6;
Goodspeed's History of Hamilton, Knox, and Shelby Counties
of Tennessee, p. 825, Shelby County.

26 Memphis Weekly Appeal, June 12, 1846, p. 2, col. 6.

47 Memphis Weekly Appeal, June 19,

1
Fakes, 125-126; Memphis Daily Eagle, June

28 Brown, pp. 388-393 (Proc}aga:%c: €§~J$ iffiral
Brown, May 24, 1846); White, p. 122; Memphls Weexiy 2 ,
May 22, 1846, p. 2, col. 3.

o oa
IR - L U T—
7 Tennessee Volunteer

Muster Roll of the Second Teni
Infantry Regiment.

o R 3

0 Mary Synon, McAdoo: The Man an@ ?184£ljvs A 1ar}orama
Bobbs-Merrill, 1924), p. 105

Volunteer Infantry Regi-

in Democracy (Indianapolis: ;

Muster Roll of the Second Tennessee and Shelby

i + Af Hamilton, Knox, and one
ment; Goodspeed's History ol 2“27::: T County.
Counties of Tennessee, pp. 1000-TUV/, 855 )
4 Second Tennessee Volunteer Infan-

Muster Roll of the



try Regiment. =

~
2
o

Memphis Weeklz Appeal, June 26, 1846 3
’ s D. ’

33 R gols 2.
arksville Jeff 2
gols s —===fsomian, July 25, 1846, p. 2,

34 Fakes, 129; Brown, Pp. 388-393 (

Governor Aaron Brown, May 2, Proclamation of

1846); White, pe 124,
35 Clarksville Chronicle,

36 "Reminiscen
ces of a Campai i i

of the Bloody First," in Nashvi?leggaigngiigg B%eiegnger
18, 184?, p. 2, cols. 3-4 and January 171, 1848, 2 I‘l 5%
Clarksville Chronicle, August by 1846, p. 2 célp.S', o
St George L. Sioussat, ed., "Mexican War Létteré of Colo-
nel William Bowen Campbell, of Tennessee, Written to Gov-
ernor David Campbell, of Virginia, 1846-1847," Tennessee
Historical Magazine, 1 (June 1915), 134-137, hereinalter
cited as Campbell Letters; Goodspeed's History of Hamilton,
Knox, and Shelby Counties of Tennessee, p. 825, Shelby
County.

37 "Reminiscences of a Campaign in Mexico By a Member

of the Bloody First," in Nashville Daily Union, January 11,
1848, p+ 2; col. 5.

38 Goodspeed's History of Thirty East Tennessee Coun-
ties, p. 941; Furber, p. 595; The Goodspeed Histories of

July 7, 1846, P 25 B0l 3.

Madison County, Tennessee, p. 825; Clarksville Chronicle,
May 11, 1847, P« 3, gols 1.

39 Letter of Robert Bruce Wynne to his father, Colo-
nel Alfred Royal Wynne, November 3, 75?6, in George W
Wynne Papers, Tennessee; Walter T. Durngm,_”gexlcanﬂdar
Letters to Wynnewood," Tennessee Historical Quarterly, 33

(Winter 1974), 398.

ad Muster Roll of the Second Tennessee Volunteer
Infantry Regiment.



Chapter Four

1 wReminiscences of a
Ca i ; ;
1848, p- 2» col. 5; Robert Rutland, "Captain %fllénuary M,
Wwalton, Mexlcan War Volunteer," Tennessee Histé 'la? .
terld 11 (June 1952), 173; Campbell Tetters, TZé?a =3

Goodsgeed's History of Hamilton, Knox, 3 e
of Tennessee, D 825, Shelby County. and Shelby Gountles

2 Campbell Letters, 140-141.

3 Justin H. Smith, The War With Mexico (New York:
Macmillan, 1919; rpt. Gloucester, Mass.: Peter Smith, 1963

py permission of The American Missionary Assoc., New York),
T, 212«

b Rutland, 174.

> n"Reminiscences of a Campaign in Mexico By a Member
of the Bloody First," in Nashville Daily Union, January 3

"8.8, p. 2, cols. 3-4; Rutland, 173-175; Campbell Letters
10=141

’
’

6 Fakes, 127; Memphis Daily Eagle, October

28, 1840
1 Fakes, 127; Tri-Weekly Memphis Enquirer, SeptembDer
29, 1846.
. Clarksville Chronicle, October 6, 1840, P , col
7 Clarksville Jeffersonian, October 24, 1840, F. <»
col. 2.
18 Clarksville Chronicle, August & 8,6, P. 2» COL
i sn Mexico By a Memoer
11 wReminiscences of a Campalgn 1= Mexico By a M€
irst i Nashville Daily Union, Januarl
of the Bloody First," 1n Naa“/--ji~ il g
1848, p. 2, col. 5; Furber, PP -198.
12 "
Furber, p. 27:
“ (5 1 =
3 Rutland, 172
1
L gyrber, p. 91- A
1v Fag) November 0, 10407
~ . in) .; | v La__\‘e, _.v.,..:_, A )
15 pakes, 127; Memphis Dalll 225-= i cer lefantr
L2l gsec VOolUulibve

, 5 en
Muster Roll of the gecond lel
Regiment.




77

ggggggggglg_§eneral History of Te

3927 was variously known as the g A M g

gort Independsncs, Independence Hill, &z La Iide;igiiniirt'
I a.

18 purber, pp. 114-115.

19 3 3
Nashville Republican Banner, November 30 1846

, 1. 43 Clarksvi 3
g: %’ 221. é. arksville Jeffersonian, November 28, 1846,
20 . .
Clarksville Chronicle, November 3, 1846, p. 2
cols 4 o
21 - ;
Clarksville Jeffersonian, November 28, 1846, p. 1»
Colo 3' .
22 1pid.
A

Campbell Letters, V42

24 Fakes, 127.

25 Rutland, 1743 Campbell Letter

s, 146-149; "Remi-
niscences of a Campaign in Mexico By a MembDer of the Bloody
First," in Nashville Daily Union, May 6, 1848, P. 2o col. 63
Smith, I, 356-357.

nL

20 spith, I, 357, 5415 " ign
in Mexico By & Member of the l:eA
Daily Union, May 20, 1848, D of the
Second lennesseée Volunteer I oL
Robert Bruce Wynne 10O his si A%
1846, in George W. Wynne Pap 399-40VV.




L Rutland, 174, 8

33 Campbell Letters, 149

34
Furber, p. 41 (War Bj
B, F. Cheatham to his Aunt F;iiyOf Congress); Letter of

. Decenmb
cerning payment of troops), j cooember 4, 1846 (con-
Papers, Tennessee, Ps), in Benjamin Franklin Cheathanm

35
U. S., Congress, Con .
ond sess., New Series, No—gowosional Globe, 29th Cong.,

D. C.: Blair and Rives, 1é473 December 30, 1846 (Washington,

. » P. 94 (December 29, 1846},
Congressional Globe, 29th Co
. ’ n.,2d
Series, No. 7, January 6, 18,7, p. 99g(Decgmb:§S§6’ §226)

37 Congressional Globe, 29th Cong., 2nd sess., N
series, No. 2, December 16, 1846, p. 39 (December 14, 1846)

38 -
Reminiscences of a Campaign in Mexico B
og ghe Blgody {irzt,” in Nashville Daily Unigg, %a; gimber
1848, p. 2, col. 4; Furber, pp. 336, 339-340; Campbell
Letters,l15§; Clarksville Jeffersonian, February 13, 1847,
B« 2» GOl. .

39 Letter of B. F. Cheatham to his Aunt Fanny, De-
cember 4, 1846, in Benjamin Franklin Cheatham Papers, Ten-
nessee.

40

"Reminiscences of a Campaign in Mexico By a Member
of the Bloody First," in Nashville Daily Union, June 10,
1848, p. 2, col. 5; Campbell Letters, 152; Muster Roll of
the Second Tennessee Volunteer Infantry Regiment

i1 Muster Roll of the Second Tennessee Volunteer
Infantry Regiment.

L Campbell Letters, 156.

- : : 1 +~ hie father. Doctor
= Letter of William B. Walton to his fat er, Bostier
' .7, in Walton Family Papers
Timothy Walton, February 25, 1847, in Walton Famil I ;
Tennessee; Rutland, 175.
&b Campbell Letters, 156.
n 1 3L=1L35
43 Ibid., 153, 156-157; Furber, pD-. 434-45
Letters, 156-157
46 Furber, pp. 434—435, Campbell Letters, 20-12
s of a Campaign in
47 Furber, p. 435; "Reminlscences ©& = o hviile
Mex 3 er of Bloody First,= Lo & = tell
Mexico By a Member of the 000y Fols, 5-6; Pemmibel ]

Daily Union, June 30, 1848, I



79
Letters, 157.

of the Bloody First,n jy Nashvipalgn in Mexico By a Membep
1848, p. 2, col. 6 ang July 15, 1845, 5 ion, June 30

of the Bloody First," in Nagpyi
1848, p. 2, col. 5; Canm bell Letters, 157,

Furber, p. 553. At Buena Vista, 75,000 '
20,000 Mexicans and killed ang wounded Z?éggtiifi fo;gnt .
only 700." (Campbell Letters, 159) B Loss wl

70 Campbell Letters,
niscences of a Campaign in
First," in Nashville Daily

nion, July 135,
159; Fakes, 132;

157-158; Furber, p, 504; "Remi-

Megico By a Member of the Bloody
Union, July 15, 1848, p. 2

cols. 5-6; Memphis Weekly Appeal, April 30, 1847, p. 1
col. 3; Fakes, 132. : g

51 Furber, p. 504; Letter of S. R. Anderson to G. F
Crocket and A. R. Wynne, March 18, 1847, in George W. Wynne
Papers, Tennessee; Durham, 402-403; Fakes, 132 '

52 Memphis Weekly Appeal, April 30, 847, p » Gol, 3

>3 Fakes, 132; Furber, p: 504.

o4 Furber, p. 504.

°5 Ibid., p. 511.

5 Ibid., p. 517.

57 Ibld-, pp. 521 ; 523-526; Campbell Letters, 58

25 Campbell Letters, 158, 160.

59

Furber, p. 526.

ah Campbell Letters, 160.

61 Furber, p. 534.

52 Inid,, B, 536

o Campbell Letters, 158, 161.
64 Furber, p. 569.

65 55

wm

Campbell Letter

’




66 5
67 Letter of S, R,
Wynne, March 18, 1847
Durham, 404.

68 .
Clarksville Jeffersonian, April 17, 1847
col. 1 ang p. 3, col; 1;.Clarksville Chronicle A p:l1%
18475 P« 2y B0l, 53 Reminiscences of a Campaién EilMexiéo

By a Member of the Bloody First,n j ; ' _
July 31, 1848, p. 2, col. 5; Furbei? ﬁZShV1lle Daily Union,

132-133; Memphis Daily Eagle, April 13,'122;"544‘ Fakes,

Anderson to G. F. Cro

’ in GeOrge w. cket and A. R.

Wynne Papers, Tennessee;

69 Campbell Letters, 153, 157,
pP. 540, 547, 555‘560, 569; Fakes,
April 19, 1847. The bombardment was
within the city were blown open, and
helter-skelter. (Furber, p. 549)

70

159, 161; Furber,

1335 Memphis Daily Eagle,
so heavy that sepulchres
the dead were strewn

Clarksville Chronicle, April 13, 1847, p. 2, col. 5.

7 Rutland, 175.

i Furber, p. 551.

73 Fakes, 132.
74 Muster Roll of the Second Tennessee Volunteer

Infantry Regiment.
75

76 The Goodspeed Histories of Madison County, Ten§e§see,
p. 825; Muster Roll of the Second Tennessee Volunteer Infan-
try Regiment.

b

Furber, p. 556.

Campbell Letters, 162.

e Ibid., 161; LeRoy P. Graf and Ralph W. H§Sk}ni’
eds., "Blackston McDannel to Andrew Johnson: An ;?Sf L?n—l
nessean in the Mexican War," The East Tennessee historica

Society's Publications, 32 (1960), 109-110, 113-115.

79 Campbell Letters, 163.
80

Furber, pp. 586-587.

81 Ibid., pp. 579-580.

°2 Ipid., pp. 589-590.

i i ieutenant
8 L. § . ~iously listed as lie :
g Ibid. (Harney 1s varioy d and when he received

colonel and colonel. It is unclear if



pDIromo
- Ibid., pp. 586, 590
°7 Ibid., Pps 591-592, £y .
\43\ 4y 1 ‘; ’ p s CO 9 594’ NaSthlle M’
86

Furber, p. 592; Clarksville

» P. T, col. 3; Clarksvi

y, col. 2; Jonathan Wade e A0
or Sunday, April 18, 184;7)
87

Clarksville Jeffersonian Ma
3; "Bemlglsceﬂcés of a Campaign in MZX?Z& %§AZ’Mgﬁb1’ cgl
Bloody First," in Nashville Dail Union, August 28 e?808 b
p. 2, col. 4; Clarksville Chronicle, June 8 1847 , 45
gol. 2; Furber, pp. 592-597, ’ e

°® Furber, p. 593. Th
P . € accounts var
of cannon and Mexicans at Battery Nos. 1? 3? ;? :23 ZFmber

7 guns (Clarksville Jeffersonian, Ma 29, 18

3); 19 cannon and 2,500 muskets (JonZthan WaéZ,HgéplénC;%é—
ton Journal, Tennessee); 1,500 muskets and Battery No. 1-

2 pieces of artillery, No. 2- 2, No. 3- 3 (Clarksville
Chronicle, June 8, 1847, p. 3, col. 2); No. 2- 8 cannon,
No. 3- 5, No. 4- 3 (Furber, p. 592); 17 pieces of artillery
supported by 3,000 infantry (Fakes, 133).

Jgffersonian, May 29,
nicle, June 8, 1847,

Hampton Tiptg
pton J
» Tennessee, ournal (entry

27 1hide

#0 Ibid.; Jonathan Wade Hampton Tipton Journal (entry
for Sunday, April 18, 1847), Tennessee; Clarksville Chron-
icle, June 8, 1847, p. 3, col. 2; "Reminiscences of a
Campaign in Mexico By a Member of the Bloody First," in
Nashville Daily Union, August 28, 1848, p. 2, col. 4.

91 Nashville Daily Union, July 27, 1847, p. 2, col. 3.
92

Fakes, 133; Memphis Daily Eagle, June 11, 1847.

73 Jonathan Wade Hampton Tipton Journal (entry for
Sunday, April 18, 1847), Tennessee.

94 ' Mexico), May 5,

The American Eagle (Veracruz, !

1847, p. 3, col. 1, in Benjamin Franklin Cheatham ngirs,
Tennessee; Campbell Letters, 152, 164, 167; Clarksville

Chronicle, May 11, 1847, p. 2, col. 6 and p. 3, col. 1:

C ville ian, May 29, 1847, p. T, cols. 3-4;
P [ Jeffersonlanf Ro%ert Foster to his father,

: : i
Ephraim Hutl 1 19, 1847, in Foster Fami
Fepara, iiffigfci?sﬁiigeﬁ?r;. 505; Nashville Daily Union,

May 14, 1847, p. 2, col. 3; Memphis Daily Eagle, Moy ©a

9
fay

?akes, 133-134; Letter o



82

1847; Muster Roll of the Se
B s cond Tennessee Volunteer Infantry

pard Foster, April 19, 1847,

95
Letter of Robert Foster to his father, Ephraim Hub-

nessee. in Foster Family Papers, Ten-

p. 3
col.

to his father, Ephraim Hubbard Foster, April 75

Foster Family Papers, Tennessee; Furber, pp. 59%
Jonathan Wade Hampton Tipton Journal (entry for '
april 18, 1847), Tennessee; "Reminiscences of a Cam
Mexico By a Member of the Bloody First," in Nashvill
Union, August 28, 1848, p. 2, col. 5. "The regi
one-third of its members in less than

96

Fakes, 133; Clarksville Chronicl e
col. 1; Nashville Daily Union, ngg%LJu?éxi' 1847'
3; Campbell Letters, 163-16L; Letter of Robert X

ct -

2
0s

o |

3 @

-
[

o 33"

18
5
Sund

s N0 -
m
RT
tJoq -
3
s
o]

2

}

}

F
[

|
+
}

giment

o
m

three minutes

fighting." (Fakes, 133; Memphis Daily Eagle, May 5, 1847)

97

Furber, pp. 593-594. A large number of copper cannon-
palls and musket balls were included among the booty. Rumors,
though unsubstantiated, were that the Mexicans used copper
pecause 1t was more deadly. They supposedly allowed the
copper to oxidize, making it extremely polsonous ‘Anmerican
nusket balls, after a time, would often be coveread with a
white oxide of lead, which was just as poisonous and infec-
tious as that of copper. (Furber, pp. 199-20C

98 1pi4., p. 591.



Chapter Five

Jonathan Wade Hampton 7%
day Aprll 1?, 1847), Tennessee?tﬁgeiggﬁzil entry for Non-
paign in Mexico By a Member of tpe Blood ;@Ces 2f.a Cam-
Nashville Daily Union, October 2 1848 y First," in
campbell Letters, 16Z; Nashville » P. 2, col. 4;

5. 2, col. 3. Daily Union, May 14, 1847,

2 -
Reminiscences of a Campas; i i
: paign
of the Bloody First," in Nashvillg D;?lMeﬁiignByNa Megber
1848, p. 2, col. 5; Furber, D. 613_—_‘_X“‘——-’ ovember 10,

3 Furber, p. 613.

“ Fakes, 135; Memphis Daily Eagle, May 25, 1847,

> Muster Roll of the Secong T
try Regiment.

6

ennessee Volunteer Infan-

Fakes, 136.

7 Ibid.; Memphis Daily Enquirer, May 29, 1847.

8

9
10

Fakes, 136; Memphis Daily Eagle, June 3, 1847.

Fakes, 137-138; Memphis Daily Enquirer, June 12, 1847.

Fakes, 137-138; Memphis Daily Enguirer, June 17, 1847.

I Fakes, 138; Memphis Daily Enquirer, June 17, 1847.

12

W

i - Tas N 1 ~
Eagle, June 30, 1847.

Fakes, 138-139; Memphis Dail;

12 Muster Roll of the Second Tennessee Volunteer
Infantry Regiment; Muster rolls of other regiments, such as
the Fourth Tennessee; Fakes, 140; Memphis Daily Eagle,
November 9, 1847.

L islative Message of Governor
Brown, . 4L16-417 (Legislativ g Gos

Aaron V. Brown’pgctober 6, 1847); Senate Jgur§?%:$§1:nwes_
General Assembly, 1st sess., 1847, p-‘3§ @Legéfq?f ve 1
sage of Governor Aaron V. Brown, Octooe./S,A;oz"g,,v,w et
House Journal, 27th General Assembly, 184’g|v;n' 6i£obér*6,
(Legislative Message of Governor Agron V.ffro oAia; i
1847); White, pp. 166-167; Clarksville Jeh_ergail s Moy
1847, p. 2, col. 6; Fakes, 132, 139; Memphls

February 23, 1847.
15

17, 1847, p. 2, col. e

Nashville Daily Union, May
1847 . 2, eol. 1.
Nashville Daily Union, July 26, 1847, P. =<
83

16



84
17 purber, pp. 615-624.

18
Letter of E. H. Taylor to his br
) other, James R. Tay-
lor, BESQ-.: September 9, 1847, in Barton-Taylor Famiiy Pa—ay
W. H. Westbrooks Collection, Tennessee. (Readyville

nersSy
is now in Gannon County, Tennessee.)



Chapter Six

l .
Memphis Week] Appeal, April 3q 1847 ]
’ s D.

2 Nash e b » col. 3,
ashville Daily Upj
====F "nion, May 14, 1847,
’ ’ ’ . 1 ’
L p ecl, 3,

Campbell Letters, 142, 163-164

B I
Gideon J. Pillow Letters (N ;
. y hville, Tp. .
bett, 1857). Pillow's letTers to Jaos 'oodet Go C. Tor-
May 24, 1844. TS to James knox poik, May 22 anq

6 .
Clarksville Chronicle, J

The "public address™ wag signedug; Sﬂe1847' i o Tk
William T. Haskell, Lieutenant Colonel
Captain G. W. McCown (Company 4), Captain
(Company B), First Lieutenant W, g, McAdoo (
pany C), First Lieutenant William B. Davis (commanding Com-
pany E), Second Lieutenant Alexander P. Greene (commanding
Company F), Captain Williap J. Standifer (Company G), First
Lieutenant G. W. Bownds (Company 1), Second Lieutenant James
W. Chambers (Company A), Secong Lieutenant A. J. Ellis (Com-
pany C), Second Lieutenant Coward (Company C), Secong Lieu-
tenant G. S. Slaughter (Company D), Second Lieutenant E. J.
Wiatt (Company E), Second Lieutenant Eugene Sullivan (Com-
pany G), Second Lieutenant John R. Bell (Company G), and

\

Second Lieutenant James Forrest (Company H).

Clarksville Jeffersonian, June 26, 1847, p. 1, cols.
(-6 and p. 2, cols. 1-2.

Nashville Daily Union, January 8, 1848, p. 2, cols.
2=3.

7 William Turner Haskell File,
Caldwell, Sketches of the Bench and
ville, Tn.: Ogden Bros., 1898), pp.
General Assembly, Biographical Dire
General Assembly, 1796-1969 (Prelim
County (Nashville, Tn.: Tennessee S
chives, 1973), p. 16. (Robert M. Mc
Research and Publications); U. S.s
Biographical Directory of the‘AEer
Senate Document No. 92-B, 92nd Con
D. C.: GPO, 1971), p. 1084.

10

@M @
fo

o i | = D)

-l @ |3

1

o o
O Wy m
= (7))
e |3 (D
+
S|y
~43 3 |lm o
33 |0 |l m

N |O
i

mId U1 e

Wl @ @

S owmo o
S om | oo
@ o
3
O|m O
4
I

O |@®
=i

=

& ]
LU e = o)

| ] - = o=

il @ —~

)
.

[N

[
(@]

BSOS [ ot v
H- ot O Wl o

- Oo
ct O W

3 Q. (D

W |y D @

n
a

» (D

Q O W cH|-|O
g

=S
- 0 ot

=

cHO v - e
el 3 o<

1=

]

I

]
g [~O

2

@ |3

(7 §191

=

C
i
g

g ey 5
Clarksville Jeffersonian, July 3,

P 40
i _‘\'49 ¢

. s & Tuly i ] y I
" Nashville Daily Union, . . B mels 3
“emphis Daily Appeal, July 28, LA

85



, 86
clarksville Jeffersonian, July 31

p. 3, col. 15 Caldwell, pp, 236-2401847’ P. 2, col. 6 and

12 . '
Clarksville Jefferson;i
cols. 4=6. ————2mian, August 7, 1847, p, 2,

13 Clarksville Jeffersonian,

July 31, 1847, p. 3, col. 2.
14 Clarksville Jeffersonian,

1 July 31, 1847,'p. 2, col. 6.
? Nashville Daily Union, July 27, 1847, p. 2
16 . . ’
Nashville Daily Union November 18
on,, » 1847, p. 2,
col. 1; Caldwell, p. 2471; Biographical Directory o? the Ten-
nessee General Assembly, 1796-7949 (Preliminary, No. 41)
Madison County, p. 16; Biographical Directory of the imer-
ican Congress, 1774-1971, Senate Document No g

O. -Bv 9‘!1?1
Cong., 1st sess., p. 1084. (Newspapers report ¢ skellfs
ncanvass for Congress" during the latter half of 1847-
being elected March 4, 1848; whereas, the Biographical
rectory of the Tennessee General Assembly and the Bio
ical Directory of the American Congress list Haskell

elected on March 4, 1847!)

7 Caldwell, pp. 237, 2
of the Tennessee General Ass
No. 41), Madison County, p.

the American Congress, 1774-1
92nd Cong., 1st sess., p. 1084.

3 0| ¢
m pofr

¢l

Di
L
a

N -

3|+

i

S

e}

T

o

-
O
@ [+ O] o
S
g |
f-1

ct|@ |

I pa
g
| O [NO| W
O | |OoYO

O |H|~O| 57
-Nig}
| @
3|0

v |

>
o

~2| o

Ol
o |oyO

|+
mlo s |o

o

[oF Lol L)
= I (=

..)r.:

opg|—=
g

o o

83 |

bz |

@

[ o

O |O |t
O

I

to

Brown, p. 416 (Legislative Me

V. Brown, October 6, 1847); Senate Jo
Assembly, 1st sess., 1847, p. 38 (Legls
Governor Aaron V. Brown, October ©, 15&
27th General Assembly, 1847-1848, p. 39
sage of Governor Aaron V. Brown, Octobde
p. 166.

i Fakes, 137; Memphis Daily Enguirer, June i<, 158

e Tennessee, Senate Journal, 28th TP:?Z&E nsiemk?é:
1849 (Nashville, Tn. i§55:'~~;:w‘;.;5‘:5\;ere
White, p. 384. ($1,0 UM A0 BOARES
collected)

2l e

White, p.
as

&= Wallace E. Davies, Rev ,
Organized Group," Ten—
35 (September 1948),
nessee Association ol A

2 84,0, D¢ <

(@)

<2 (Clarksville JeffersoniaZs
eol: &%,



87

24y, S., Con
o Oy gress, House, Speech of ..
rett of Tennessee in the House O?Eﬁe of Hon. Finis J. Gar-

5. 190 (Washington, D. C., 19067, Presentatives, February

25 Nashville Daily American, March 28, 1885, p. 2,
cols. 3=4.

26 Nashville Daily American, September 13, 1882, p. 4,

col. 2; Nashville Daily American, September 14, 1882, p. 1,
COlS. 3—4'

27 Ibid.

=8 The Goodspeed Histories of Carroll, Henry, and
Benton Counties, Tennessee, pp. 806-807; The Goodspeed His-
Tories of Madison County, Tennessee, p. 825.

<9 Roll Book of the Tennessee Association of Mexican
War Veterans; Rutland, 178.

30 Clarksville Jeffersonian, October 16, 1847
col. 3.

» P 1y




APPENDIX A

CASUALTIES OF THE SECOND TENNESSEE VOLUNTEER INFANTRY REGIMENT

AT THE BATTLE OF GERRQ GORDO, APRIL 18, 1847

Killed

Company A: Pvt. Samuel Floyd

Company B: none

Company C: Pvt. William England; Pvt. George W. Keeny

Company D: 1st Lt. Frederick B. Nelson, Jr.; Pvt. Charles A.
Sampson

Company-E: 2nd Lt. Charles G. Gill; Sgt. H. L. Bynum;
Pvt. R. L. Bohannon; Pvt. John J. Gunter

Company F: Sgt. Fleming Willis; Pvt. W. O. Stribling;
Pvt. Thomas Griffin; Pvt. Robert Keirnan (Keirman);
Pvt. Ephraim Price

Company G: none
Company H: Sgt. W. F. Brown
Independent Ky. Co., Clark County, Capt. John S. Williams,

attached to the 2nd Tn.: Cpl. W. Franklin Elkin;
Pvt. W. (or M. M.) Durham;

Pvt. Alfred Hatton

Wounded
. . ’T"'"’*l"
Lt. Col. David H. Cummings, slightl ) G Tl o il

Maj. Robert Farquarharson, OT Far%gharson L 185
porary duty with the 2nd), severe.y
Adj. Wiley Pope Hale, mortally

Ve Put Aaron Capps,
n, severely; fvt. aal st
Company A: Sgt. Aidre; garizrén Dockery, severelys
slightly; rvt. & 1. ."puy+ Peter Wheeler
P tg Hei; Mowry, severely; Pvt }?:?:v" ’
s ¥ G. Williams, slightly

slightly; Pvt. S.
88



Company

Company

Company

Company

Company

Company

o

(]

89

vi. Benjamin F. Bibb i
. . y sli htly;
rewer, slightly; pvt, J. %ent¥’mgzzél¥;reau

Sgt. T. (or F.) R. B
H. McAdoo, slightly;r%i%?yﬁiseverely; SR, Edigrd

. lliam B -
g?rgigéaivt. Samuel Davis, severely?ngiz?’122ac
» Beverely; Pwvt., Lewls L. Jones, severely

o "o

Pvt. Benjamin O'Haver,

iy SRTSTelyy Dop Chseverely; Pvt. Josiah Pres-

arles A. Ross, severely

Pvt. A, Gregory, sli ;
: ’ ghtly; Pvt. Joh
slightly; Pvt. John P, Isler; Pvt? 5.5

Pvt. E. G. Robinson, slightly

gory,
B. Plunkett;

Sgt. George A. Smith, mortally; Pvt. Thomas H
Boyd, slightly; Pvt. John Buris (or Burrus), se-
verely; Pvt. Jason Cloud, slightly; Pvt. L. W.
Fussell (or Russell), severely; Pvt. Christopher
Johnson, severely; Pvt. Nathan Moore, slightly;
Pvt. Alonzo White, severely; Pvt. James Whit-
tington, severely

Sgt. John Cowan; Pvt. James M. Allison, severely

st Lt. William Yearwood, mortally; 2nd Lt. James
Forest, slightly; Pvt. John D. Armon, severely;
Pvt. George Sherman (free colored), mortally;
Pvt. James Woods, severely

Independent Ky. Co., Clark County, Capt. John S. Williams,
attached to the 2nd Tn.: 2nd Lt. George S. (or T.) Souther-

land, severely; Sgt. A. (or E.) T.
Mocabee, mortally; Pvt. William
Bruce; Pvt. Henry Bruner, mortally;
Pvt. William Chisholm, slightly;
Pvt. W. (or N.) W. Kieth, severely;
Pvt. Joseph J. Langston, ;everely;
Pvt. Willis F. Martin, slightly;
Pvt. James Muir, slightly;

Pvt. Minor T. Smith; Pvt. Ira Storm;
Pvt. Henry Williams, severely



90

Capt. Charles Naylor's Company (Co. F) of the 2nq Pennsylvania
Volunteers, temporarily attacheqd t, the 2nd Tn.,

Pvt. John Chambers,

mortally;
Pvt. Edwarg Cruse, mortally;
Pvt. Thomas Hahn, mortally;
Pvt, Jacob Simons, mortally
ico), May 5, 1847, p. 3.
‘Veracruz, Mexico ' -8; 70
The American Eagle Klin Chesthan Papers, Tennessee;
. T I +in Lheatham 1, cols. 3-4:
esl. 1, in Benjamin ‘!-‘a.r.,uc May 29, 1847, p. 1, “:q Journal of
Clarksville Jeffersonlaf'jfe'v~::hs Volunteer; ?".Z;“1;~:aig*
Begn e C. Furber, The Twelve —Tont Bt cavairy in the TR A
ueP %vate in the Tennessee “?5‘f'“4 and U. P. James, 1848),
a r . ~A nati Jve Ao s
in Mexico, 1846-7 (Cincinn

pP. 595,



APPENDIX B

ILLUSTRATIONS

Title of Illustration

Plate I. Campaigns of the Mexican War
1846-1848. Richard B. Morris and Jetfrey
Morris, eds., Encyclopedia of American .

History (New York: Harper & Row, 1976) s p. 299

Plate II. Map of Central Mexico. K. Jack B
The Mexican War, 1846-1848 (New York: Mac_auer,

Plate III. Battleground of Cerro Gordo.

George C. Furber, The Twelve Months Volunteer;
or, Journal of a Private in the Tennessee
Regiment of Cavalry in the Campaign in

Mexico, 1846-7 (Cincinnati: J. A. and U. P.
James, 1848), p. 587.

Plate IV. Battery No. 2, Charged By
Tennessee Regiment. George C. Furber
The Twelve Months Volunteer; or, J«
a Private in the Tennessee Regimen
in the Campaign in Mexico, 1846-7 (Cincinn
J. A, and U. P. James, 1848), p. 581
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